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PREFACE. 


Gibbon’s Decliue and Fall of the Eoman Empire forms the 
important link between Ancient and Modern history. Its 
title conveys an inadequate idea of its contents. It con- 
tains nearly a complete history of the world for a period 
of more than twelve centuries, from the time of the Auto- 
nines to ihe capture of Constantinople by the Turks in 
1453. , The decay and fall of the empire which had so 
long ruted the world ; the progress and establishment of 
Chiistianity ; the foundation of Constantinople and the 
history of the new empire upon the Bosporus ; the inva- 
sions and settlements of the barbarians of Germany and 
‘Scythia ; the legislation of Justinian and the institutions 
of the civil law; the life and religion of Mahomet, the 
conquests of the Saracens, and the glories and vicissi- 
tudes of the caliphs; the temporal sovereignty of the 
popes ; the restoration of the Western emjiire by Charle- 
magne, and its decay under his successors ; the adventures 
of the Normans in Italy and Sicily, almost realising the 
fables of romance ; the Crusades of the nations of Westeni 
Europe to obtain possession of the Holy Land ; the con- 
quests jof Zingis Khan, Tamerlane and the Turks ; the fall 
of Constantinople ; the state and revolutions of Rome in 
the middle ages : such are some of the important and inte- 
resting events nai rated in Gibbon’s great Work. Since 
the history of all ancient nations ends in that of Romo, 
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and the history of the modern states of Europe spriiigf 
out of the Roman empire, the youthful student, after 
making himself acquainted with the leading facts in the 
histories of Greece, Romo and England, cannot employ 
his time more profitably than in mastering the history of 
the vast period comprclicndcd in Gibbon’s Work. It is 
mainly for the benefit of such students that the present 
Abridgment has been j)reparcd : the original work is too 
voluminous for their purpose ; and at present there is no 
compendious account of this period corresponding to the 
ordinary manuals of Greek, Roman and English history. 
It is believed that this Abridgment will also prove 
acceptable to the general reader, whoso time or circum- 
stances prevent him fiom studying so large a work as 
Gibbon’s, but who wishes to make himself acquainted 
with some of the most memorable events in the hi^toiy of 
man. 

In drawing up the present Abridgment, it has not been 
my aim to make an epitome of every circumstance men- 
tioned in the Decline and Fall of the Ihunan Empire. 
Such an epitome would have been a comparatively easy 
task, and would have relieved mo from much responsibi- 
lity ; but it would have presented little more than a dry 
skeleton of events, without the warmth and life which 
give to history its real interest and value. I have therefore 
treated briefly, and occasionally omitted entirely, many cir- 
cumstances of inferior importance ; and I have thus gained 
space for narrating at length, and sometimes as fully as in 
the original work, those grand events which have influ- 
enced the history of the w6rld. By adopting this plan it 
is hoped that the present work will prove interesting as 
well as instructive, and will not be liable to the reproach 
of dulness, which is generally, and too often with justice 
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brought ugai nai compciidioiis histories. 1 1 may be observed , 
however, that there are only few subjects in the original, 
which have been passed over altogetlier in the Abridg- 
ment. The most important omissions relate to the history 
of the Church, in which Gibbon too frequently displayed 
the hostility he felt towards the Christian religion ; but 1 
]>ave at the same time given some account of those ecclesi- 
astical events which materially affected the decline and 
fall of the l\oman eminrc. Thus wh^e 1 have omitted . 
entirely Gibbon’s polemical disserfation on the causes of 
the spread of ( liristianity, and his account of the theolo- 
gical disputes of the Oiicnial sects, 1 have dwelt at some 
length upon the conduct of the Koman government towards 
the early Christians, the legal establishment of Christianity, 
the Arian disputes, and the quarrel in the eighth century 
icjpoecting the worship of images, which produced the 
temporal power of the popes and the restoration of the 
lloman empire in the West. In treating of these subjects 
1 have suppressed the sarcasms and innendoes, by which, 
jaihtM’ than by any open attacks, Gibbon sought to under- 
mine the religion which ho rejected. 

It is stated on the title-page that the researches of 
recent commentators upon the Decline and Fall of the 
Eoman Empire are incorporated in the text of the present 
work. These additions are taken from my own notes and 
from those of Dean Mil man and M. Guizot, inserted in the 
edition of the original work published in 1854-1855. In 
drawing up an Abridgment intended for younger students 
and general readers, it seemed desirable to interweave in 
the text the necessary t recti ons and additions, instead of 
distracting their attention by references to foot-notes, con- 
tradicting or modifying assertions in the text. 

The Illustrations have been selected vsdth a view to 

h 2 
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instruction, and not for the saho of ornament. Most of 
them are very characteristic, and will convey a lively pic- 
ture of the state of the arts in the different periods compre- 
hended in the history. For several of the architectural 
illustrations I am indebted to Mr. Fergusson’s ‘ Handbook 
of Architecture and 1 have added from the same valuable 
authority a few remarks u 2 )on some of the difteient styles 
of arcliitccture. I have also much j^lcasuro in acknow- 
ledging the important assistance I have derived from tlio 
gentlemen connected with the Medal Itoom of the Ihitish 
Museum ; and my thanks are especially due to Mr. B. S. 
Poole, of that department, for his translation of the Arabic 
inscriptions upon the coins of the Abhasside and Fatimite 
calij^hs. 

WILLIAM SMITIL 
Lotuloriy December ^ 1856. • 
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Chap. I. 


AUGUSTUS AND HIS SUCCESSORS. 

languages. § 21. Poputousness of the Roman Empire. § 22. Obedience 
and union. § 23. System of the Imperial government: image of civil 
liberty for the people, and image of civil government for the armies. § 24. 
Augustus takes the title of Princcps, but receives the command of the 
army and tlie government of. the provinces under the names of Imperator 
and Proconsul: division of the provinces between the Emperor and the 
Senate, § 25. Augustus preserves his military command and guards in 
Rome itself. § 26. He receives the Consul tr and Tribunitim powers : is 
made Pontifex Maxinius and Prafectus Morum. § 27. Imperial preroga- 
tives. § 28. The Magistrates. § 29. The Senate. § 30. Court of tlio 
Emperors. § 31. Deification of tlie Emperors. § 32. Titles of Augustus 
an<l Caesar. § 33, Designation of a successor: of Tiberius, Titus, Trajan, 
♦ladrian, and the Antoiiines, § 34. The two Antonines : happiness of the 
Romans. 

§ 1. In the second century of the Christian mra, the empire of 
Home comprehended the fairest j)art of the earth, and the most 
civilized portion of mankind. During a happy period of more tlian 
fourscore years the public administration was conducted by the 
virtue and abilities of Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, and the two Anto- 
iiines. It is the design of this chapter to describe the prosperous 
condition of their empire ; and afterwards, from the death of Marcus 
Aurelius, to deduce the most important circumstances of its decline 
and fall : a revolution which 'will ever bo remembered, and is still 
felt by the nations of the earth. 

§ 2. The principal conquests of the Homans were adiicved under 
the republic; hut it was reserved for Augustus to relinquish the 
ambitious design of subduing the whole earth, and to introduce a 
spirit of moderation into the public councils. On the death of that 
emperor, his testament was publicly read in the senate. Ho be- 
queathed, as a valuable legacy to his successors, tlie advice of 
confining the empire within those limits which nature seemed to 
have placed as its permanent bulwarks and boundaries : on the west 
the Atlantic Ocean ; the Hhiiie and Danube on the north ; tlio 
Euphrates on the east ; and towards the south the sandy deserts of 
Arabia and Africa. 

§ 3. Happily for the repose of mankind, the moderate system 
recommended by the wisdom of Augustus was adopted by the fears 
and vices of his immediate successors ; and the (§ 4) only accession 
which the Homan empire received dirring the first century of the 
Christian a;ra was the province of Britain. After a war of about 
forty years, undertaken by the most stupid, maintained by the most 
dissolute, and terminated by the most timid of all the emperors,* 
the far greater part of the island submitted to the Homan yoke. 

§ 5. The accession of Trajan interrupted the peaceful system of 


* Claudius, Nero, and Domitian, 
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his predecessors. That virtuous and active prince had received the 


education of a soldier, and i^osscssed the talents 
of a general. Ilis first exploits were against 
the Dacians, wlio dwelt beyond the Danube, 
and who, during the reign of Doniitian, had 
insulted, with impunity, the majesty of Home. 
Decebaliis, the Dacian king, approved him- 
self a rival not unworthy of Trajan ; but this 
memorable war was terminated, after lasting 
five 3^ears, by an absolute submission of the 
barbarians. The new province of Dacia, which 
formed a second cxceijtion to the precept of 
Augustus, was bounded by the Dniester, the 
Theiss or Tibiscus, the Lower Danube, and the 
Jhixiiic Sea.* 

§ G. Trajan next turned his arms against 
the nations of the Last. The degenerate Par- 
thians, brokeji by intestine discord, lied before 
him. Ho descended tlm river Tigris in 
triumi)h, from the mountains of Armenia to 
the Persian Gulf, hlvery da^^ the astonished 
senate received the intelligence of new names 
and new nations that acknowledged his sway. 
They were informed that the kings of Bos- 
l)orus, Colchis, Iberia, Albania, Osrhoene, and 
even the Parthian monarch hims(;lf, had ac- 
cepted their diadems from the hands of the 
emperor ; that the independent tribes of the 
Median and Carduchiun hills had implored his 
protection; and that the rich countries of Ar- 
menia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria were reduced 
into the state of provinces. But the death of 
Trajan soon clouded the splendid prospect, and 
his successor Hadrian wisely resolved to sur- 
render these eastern conquests. lie restored 
to the Parthians the election of an independ- 
ent sovereign ; withdrew the Koman garrisons 
from the provinces of Armenia, Mesopotamia, 

* The column of Trajan, which is figured on 
this page, still stands at Horne, and is the finest 
monument of the kind in the world. The heiglit 
of the column, including the pedestal, is 127 j English 
feet, Hound the column runs a spiral baud of ad- 
mirable reliefs, representing the wars of Trajan 
against Decobalus, and containing no fewer than 
2j00 human figures. 
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and Assyria ; and, in compliance with the precept of Augustus, once 
more established the Euphrates as the frontier of the empire. 

§ 7. The general system of Augustus was uniformly pursued hy 
Hadrian and by the two Antonines. They persisted in the design 
of maintaining the dignity of the emigre, without attempting to 
enlarge its limits. The reigns of Hadrian and Antoninus Pius 
were scarcely disturbed by any hostilities, and offer the fair prosj)ect 
of universal peace ; but Marcus Aurelius had to defend the frontiers 
of the empire against the Parthians and the Germans, over whom 
he and his generals obtained many signal victoric;^, both on llic 
Euphrates and on the Danube. 

§ 8. These emperors still maintained the valour and discipline of 
the Roman legions, at a time when every other virtue was oppressed 
by luxury and despotism. The legion, which was itself a body of 
6831 Homans, might, with its attendant auxiliaries, amount to 
about 12,500 men. The peace establishment of Hadrian and his 
successors was com loosed of no loss than 30 of these formidable 
brigades ; and most probably formed a standing force of 375,000 
men. Instead of being confined \vithin the walls of fortified citiijs, 
the legions were encamped on the banks of the great ri\ crs, and 
along the frontiers of the barbarians. As their stations, for the most 
part, remained fixed and ])ermanent, we may venture to describe 
the distribution of the troops. Three legions were sunicient for 
Britain. The principal strength lay npon the llhine and Danube, 
and consisted of sixteen legions, in the following pvo])ortions : two 
in the Lower and tliree in the Upper Germany; one in Hlia^tia, one 
in Noricum, four in Paniionia, three in Ma'sia, and two in Dacia. 
Tlie defence of the Euphrates was intrusted to eight Icgiwis, six 
of wliom were planted in Syria, and the otlier two in Cajijia- 
docia. With regard to Egypt, Africa, and Spajn, as they were far 
removed from any important scene of war^ single legion maintained 
the domestic tranquillity of each of those great provinces. Even 
Italy was not left destitute of a military force. Above 20,000 
chosen soldiers, distinguished hy the titles of City Cohorts and 
Pnetorian Guards, watched over the safety of the monarch and the 
capital. As the authors of almost every revolution that distracted 
the empire, the Pra3toriaiis will, very soon, demand our attention ; 
but in their arms and institutions we cannot find any circumstance 
which discriminated them from the legions, unless it were a more 
splendid appearance, and a loss rigid discipline, 

§ 9. The dominions of tlie Homan Emperors consisted of Italy 
and the provinces, and comprised various countries once united 
under their sway, hut at present divided into many independent 
states. Before the Homan conquest the country wliich is now called 
Lombardy was not considered as a part of Italy. It had been occu 
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pied by a powerful colony of Gauls, who carried their arnis and 
diffused their name from the Alps to the Apennines. The Li- 
gurians dwelt on the rocky coast which once formed the rejmblic of 
Genoa, and now belongs to the kingdom of Sardinia. The middle 
part of the peninsula, that now comiioses the duchy of Tuscany and 
the ecclesiastical states, was the ancient seat of the Etruscans and 
IJinbrians. The Tiber rolled at the foot of the seven hills of Rome, 
and the country of the Sabines, the Latins, and the Volsci, from that 
river to the frontiers of Naples, was the theatre of her infant victories. 
Capua and Campania possessed the immediate territory of Naples ; 
the rest of the kingdom was inhabited by many warlike nations, the 
Marsi, the Samnites, the Apulians, and the Liicanians ; and the sea- 
coasts had been covered by the Nourishing colonies of the Greeks, 

§ 10. Spain, the western extremity of the empire, of Europe, 
and of the ancient world, has, in every age, invariably preserved 
the same natural limits ; the Pyrensean mountains, the Mediter- 
ranean, and the Atlantic Ocean. That great peninsula, at present 
so unequally divided between two sovereigns, was distributed by 
Augustus into three xjrovinces, Lusitania, Ba3tica, and Tarraconensis. 
The kingdom of Portugal now fills the x>lace of the warlike country 
of the ^usitanians. The confines of Grenada and Andalusia cor- 
respond with those of ancient Ba^tica. The remainder of Si)ain 
contril)utc<l to form the tliird and most considerable of the Roman 
goN'crnments, which, from the name of its ca^jital, was styled the 
[)roviiice of Tarragona. 

Ancient Gaul, as it contained the whole country between the 
Pyrenees, the Ali)s, the Rhine, and the ocean, was of greater extent 
than modern France. The sca-coast of the Mediterranean, Lan- 
gued<x;, Provence, an<l Dauphin^, received their provincial appellation 
from the colony of Narboime. The government of Aquitaine was 
extended from the Pyrenees to the lioire. ^J'he country between 
the Loire and the Seine was styled the Celtic Gaul, and soon bor- 
rowed a new deiiommation from the celebrated colony of Lugdunnm, 
or Lyons. The Belgic lay beyond the Seine, and in more ancient 
times had been Tx)iinded only by the Rhine ; but a little before the 
age of Cicsar, the Germans, abusing their superiority of valour, hfid 
occupied a considerable portion of the Belgic territory. The Roman 
conquerors very eagerly embraced so flattering a circumstance, and 
the Gallic frontier of the Rhine from Basel to Leyden received tlio 
pompous names of the Upper and the Lower Germany. Such, 
under the reign of the Antonines, were the six x^rovinces of Gaul ; 
the Narhonnese, Aquitaine, the Celtic or li^nnese, the Belgic, 
and the two Germanics. 

Britain comprehended all England, Wales, and the Lowlands of 
Scotland as far as the friths of Dumbarton and Edinburgh. Between 
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these friths Agricola erected a line of forts, and a general of Anto- 
ninus Pius constructed a rampart of turf, usually called the wall of 
Antoninus Pius; but the' more usual boundary of the Roman do- 
minions in Britain was the stone Avail built by Hadrian and extending 
from the Solway to the mouth of the Tyne. The space between 
tin's Avail and that of Antoninus Avas held by a precarious tenure, and 
was frequently in the possession of the unconquered Caledonians. 
Spain, Gaul, and Britain constituted the western division of the 
European pro w inces. 

§ 11. The provinces of the Danube, vvhicli formed the eastern 
division of the European provinces, soon acquired the general ap])el- 
lation of Illyricum, or the Illyrian frontier, and were esteemed the 
most warlike of the empire; but they deserve to be more parti- 
cularly considered under the names of Rhaetia, Noricum, Paimonia, 
Dalmatia, Dacia, Mccsia, Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece. 

The j)rovince of Rhaetia extended from the summit of the Alps 
to the banks of the Danube, from its source as far as its conflux 
with the Inn. The greatest part of the flat country is subject to 
the king of Bavaria ; the Orisons arc safe in their mountains ; and 
the country of Tyrol is ranked among the numerous provinces of 
the house of Austria. 

The Avide extent of territory which is included between the Inn, 
the Danube, and the Save — Austria, Styria, Carinthia, Carniola, the 
Lower Hungary, and Slavonia — was known to the ancients under 
the names of Iloricum and Pannonia. They now form the centre, 
as Avell as strength, of the Austrian power. 

Dalmatia, to which the name of Illyricum more properly belonged, 
Avas a long but narrow tract bctAA^een the Save and the Adriatic. 
The best part of the sea-coast, Avhich still retains its ancient ai)pel- 
lation, is a province of Austria. The inland parts have assumed 
the Slavonian names of Croatia an<l Bosnia ; the former obeys an 
Austrian governor, the latter a Turkish Pasha ; but the whole 
country is still infested by tribes of ba barians, whose savage iridc- 
i:)endence irregularly marks the doubtful limit of the Cliristian and 
Mahometan power. 

The Danube formerly divided Mccsia and Dacia, the latter of 
which, as wo have already seen, was a conquest of Trajan, and the 
only province beyond the river. If we inquire into the present 
state of those countries Ave shall find that, on the left liand of the 
Danube, Temesvar and Transylvania have been annexed, after many 
revolutions, to the crown of Hungary ; Avhilst the principalities of 
Moldavia and WallachiaacknoAvlcdge the supremacy of tlie Ottoman 
Porte. On the rijjbt hand of the Danube, Moesia, which during the 
middle ages Avas broken into the barbarian kingdoms of Servia and 
Bulgaria, is again united in Turkish slavery. 
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The appellation of Eoumelia, which is still bestowed by the 
Turks on the extensive countries of Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece, 
preserves the memory of their ancient state under the Roman 
empire. In the time of the Antonines the martial regions of Thrace, 
from the mountains of Ilajmus and Rhotloixj to the Bosi>orus and 
the Hellespont, had assumed tlie form of a province. The king- 
dom of Macedonia, which, under the reign of Alexander, gave laws 
to Asia, had long been a ]n*ovince of the Roman empire. Greece, 
from the siq^rior influence of the Acha;an league at the time of its 
conquest, was usually denominated the province of Achaia. 

§ 12. Buell was the state of Europe under the Roman emperors. 
TJic provinces of Asia are all comprehended within the limits of the 
Turkish |X)wer. In Asia Minor the most extensive and flourishing 
district westward of mount Taurus and the river Ilalys was digni- 
fied by the Romans with the exclusive title of Asia. The juris- 
diction of that ])rovincc extended over the ancient monarchies of 
Troy, Lydia, and Phrygia, the maritime countries of the Pam- 
phylians, Lycians, and Carians, and the Grecian colonies of Ionia, 
which c(iualled in arts, though not in arms, the glory of their parent. 
U'hc kingdoms of Ilithynia and Pontus possessed the northern side 
of the peninsula from Constantinople to Trebizond. On the opposite 
side the province of Cilicia was terminated by the mountains of 
Syria: tlie inland country, separated from the Roman Asia by the 
river Ilalys, and from Armenia by the Euphrates, had once formed 
the independent kingdom of Cappadocia. 

Syria formed the eastern frontier of the empire : nor did that 
province, in its utmost latitude, know any other bounds than the 
mountains of Cappadocia to the north, and, towards the south, the 
cx)iifincs of Egyj)t and the Red Sea. Phoenicia and Palestine were 
sometimes annexed to, and sometimes sc2>arated from, the juris- 
diction of Syria. 

§ 13. The geographers of antiquity have frequently hesitated to 
whatj)ovtion of the globe they should ascribe Egypt. By its situa- 
tion that celebrated kingdom is included within the immense jicnin- 
sula of Africa; but it is accessible only on the side of Asia, whose 
revolutions, in almost every period of history, Egypt has humbly 
obeyed. A Roman prajfcct was seated on the splendid throne of 
the Ptolemies. The Nile flows down the country above 5CX) miles, 
from the tropic of Cancer to the Mediterranean, and marks on either 
side the extent of fertility by the measure of its inundations. Cy- 
rene, situate towards the west and along the sea-coast, was first a 
Greek colony, afterwards a lu'ovincc of Egypt, and is now lost in 
the desert of Barca. 

§ 14. From Cyrene to the ocean the coast of Africa extends above 
1500 miles; yet so closely is it pressed between the Mediterranean 
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and the Sahara, or sandy desert, that its breadth seldom exceeds 
fourscore or fin hundred miles. The eastern division, which was the 
seat of the Carthaginian empire, was considered hy the Homans as 
the more peculiar and j)roper province of Africa. This was the 
province of Niiiiiidia, once the kingdom of Afasinissa find Jiigurtlia, 
hut now a dependency of the French empire. In the time of Au- 
gustus the limits of Numidia were coiitnicted ; and at least two- 
thirds of the country acquiesced in the name of Mauritania, with 
the epithet of Ciesaricnsis. The genuine Mauritania, or country of 
the Moors, was distinguished by the appellation of Tingitfina, from 
the ancient city of Tingi, or Tangier. 

§ 15. Having now finished the circuit of the Roman empire, we 
may observe that Africa is divided from Spain by a narrow strait of 
about twelve miles, through which the Atlantic flows into the 
Mediterranean. The Columns of Hercules, so famous among the 
ancients, Avere two mountains Avhich seemed to have been torn 
asunder by some convulsion of the elements ; and at the foot of the 
European mountain the fortress of Gibraltar is noAV seated. '^J'hc 
whole extent of the Mediterranean Sea, its coasts, and its islands, 
Avere comprised Avithin the Roman dominion. Of the larger islands, 
the two Haleares, Avhich derive their names of Majorca and Alinorm 
from their respective size, arc subject at present to Spain. Corsica 
is now a dei)artment of France. Tavo Italian sovereigns assume a 
regal title from Sardinia and Sicily. Crete and Cyprus, and the 
smaller islands of Asia, arc subject to Turkey ; but the islands in 
llie Avesteni part of the Aegean form ];)art of the new kingdom of 
Greece. 

§ lb. This long enumeration of proAdnees, Avhose broken fragments 
Iiave formed so many poAverful kingdoms, might almost induce us to 
forgive the vanity or ignorance of the ancients, Avho confounded tho 
Roman monarchy with the globe of tlie earth. But we may form a 
jiistcr image of the greatness of Rome by observing that the emj'ire 
was above 2000 miles in breadth from the Avail of Antoninus and 
the northern limits of Dacia to Alount Atlas and the tropic of 
(kneer; that it extended in length more than 3000 miles, from the 
AVestem Ocean to the Euphrates ; that it was situated in the finest 
part of the temi)cratc zone, bctAvecii the 24th and 5Gth degrees of 
Tiorflicrn latitude; and that it Avas supposed to contain above 
sixteen Imndred thousand square miles, for the most part of fertile 
and well-cultivated laud. 

§ 17. It has been already said that the Roman cmj)ire consisted 
of Italy and the ])rovincc3 ; an imjiortant distinction Avas preserved 
oetAveeii them till the privileges of Romans Avere extended to all 
the inhabitants of tlic empire. Italy was esteemed the centre 
of public unity, and the firm basis of the constitution. The estates 
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of the Italians were exempt from taxes, their persons from the 
arbitrary jurisdiction of governors. 'J’heir municii^al cori)orationfe', 
formed after the perfect model of the capital, were intrusted, 
iiJider tJie immediate eye of the supreme power, witii the execution 
of the laws. From the foot of the Alps to the extrewify of Cala- 
bria all the natives of Italy were born citizens of home. Their 
partial distinctions were obliterated, and they insensibly coalesced 
into one great nation, united by language, manners, and civil insti- 
tutions. The republic gloried in her generous policy, and anus 
frequently rewarded by the merit and services of her adopted sons. 
Had she always confined the distinction of hoinaiis to tlie ancient 
iamilies within the walls of the city, that immortal name would 
have been deprived of some of its noblest ornaments. Virgil was a 
native of Mantua; Horace was iiielincd to doubt whether he should 
call himself an Apulian or a Lucanian : it was in Padua tliat an 
historian was found worthy to record the majestic series of Koman 
victories. 'J'he patriot family of the Catos emerged from Tusculum ; 
and the little town of Arpiiiuin claimed the double honour of pro- 
ducing Marius and Cicero. 

'^I’ho provinces of the emxure were destitute of any public force 
or coiife^itutional freedom. The public authority was everywhere 
exercised by the ministers of tlie senate and of tlie emperors, and 
that authority was absolute and without control. But the same 
salutary maxims of government, wdiich had secured the peace and 
obedience of Italy, were extendeil to the most distant conquests. 
A nation of Homans was gradually formed in tlie iirovinecs, by 
the double expedient of introducing colonies, and of admitting 
the most faithful and deserving of the provincials to the freedom 
of Home. 

§ 18. “ Wheresoever the Homan conquers, he inhabits,’’ is a very 
just observation of Seneca,* confirmed by history and exi^erience. 
Throughout the empire, but more iiarticularly in the westeru parts, 
the most fertile districts, and the most convenient situations, were 
reserved for the establishment of colonies ; some of which were of 
a civil, and others of a military nature. In their manners and 
internal i^olicy the colonies formed a perfect representation of their 
great parent ; and as they were soon endeared to the natives by the 
tics of friendship and alliance, they effectually diffused a reverence 
for the Homan name. The right of Latium, as it was called, con- 
ferred on the cities to wliich it had been granted a more partial 
favour. The magistrates only, at the expiration of tlieir office, 
assumed the quality of Homan citizens ; but as those offices were 
ttuuual, in a few years they circulated round the principal iamilies, 

* Seneca in Consolat. ad Ilelviain, c. 7. 

B 3 
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*C\\0S0 ot t\\o pYOvincials who were permitted to bear aims in the 
those who e^CYcised any civil employment ; all, in a word, 
who pcYioYmcd any public service or displayed any personal talents, 
were rewarded with the Roman citizenship. lOven in the a;;e of 
the Antonines, when the freedom of the city had been bestowed on 
the grc 3 ater number of their subjects, it was still accompanied with 
very solid advantages, 'I'he bulk of the peo 2 )le acquired, with that 
title, tlie benefit of the Roman laws, particularly in the interesting 
articles of marriage, testaments, and inheritances ; and the road of 
fortune was open to those whose pretensions were seconded by 
fav^our or merit. 

§ 19. So sensible were the Romans of the innucncc of language 
over national manners, that it was their most serious care to extend, 
with the jirogress of their arms, the use of tl c Latin tongue. 'J’he 
ancient dialects of Italy, the Sabine, the Ltruscan, and the A^enetian, 
Slink into ohlivion; but in the provinces, the East was less docile 
than the West to the voice of its viciorious preceptors, ’’rin's 
obvious dilforcnce marked the two jiortions of the emigre with a 
distinction of coloins, wliich, though it was in some degree con- 
cealed during the meridian s^dendour of prosi)crity, became gradu- 
ally more visible as the shades of night descende d uj^ou the Roman 
world. The western countries were civilized by the same hands v h id i 
subdued them. The language of Virgil and Cicero was almost 
universally adopted in Africa, 8j)ain, (•'aid, Britain, and Pannonia. 
Education and study iiiseiisihly insinred tlic natives of those 
countries witli the sentiments of Romans ; and Italy gave fashions, 
as well as laws, to her Latin provincials. situation of the 

Greeks was very diflerent from that of the barbarians. ^J'ho former 
had been long since civilized and corrujded. They had too much 
taste to relinquish their language, and too much vanity to adopt 
any foreign institutions. Nor was the influence of tlie Grecian 
language and sentiments confined to the narrow limils of that once 
celebrated country. Their emigre, by the progress. of cohjiiics aud 
conquest, had been diffused from the Adriatic to the I'hixdiratcs and 
the Nile. Asia was covered with Greek cities, and the long reign 
of the Macedonian kings had introduced a silent revolution into 
Syria and Egyi)t, Such was the general division of the Roman 
emjnre into the Latin and Greek langiiage.s. 

§ 20. It is a just though trite observation, that victorious Rome 
was herself subdued by the arts of Greece. But the elegant amuse- 
ments of the Romans were not suffered to interfere with their sound 
maxims of i^olicy. Whilst they acknowledged the charms of the 
Greek, they asserted the dignity of the Tiatin tongue, and the 
exclusive use of the lattcw was inflexibly maintained in the admin- 
istration of civil as well as military government. The two Ian- 
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guages exercised at the same time their separate jurisdiction 
tliroughout the empire : the former, as the natural idiom of, science ; 
the latter, as the legal dialect of public transactions. Those who 
united letters with business were equally conversant with both ; 
and it was almost imj>ossible, in any province, to find a Eoman 
subject, of a liberal education, who was at once a stranger to the 
Greek and to the Ijatin language. 

§ 21. TTie number of subjects who acknowledged the laws of 
Rome, of citizens, of i^rovincials, and of slaves, cannot be fixed 
with accuracy. We are informed that, when the emperor Claudius 
exercised the office of censor, he took an account of 6,945,000 
Roman citizens, who, with the proportion of women and children, 
must have amounted to about twenty millions of souls. The mul- 
titude of subjects of an inferior rank was uncertain and fluctuating. 
Rut, after weighing with attention every circumstance which could 
inlluence the balance, it seems probable that there existed in the 
time of Claudius about twice as many provincials as there were 
citizens, of either sex and of every age ; and that the slaves were at 
least equal in number to the free inhabitants of the Roman world. 
I’he total amount of this imperfect calculation would rise to about 
one hundred and twent}’’ millions of persons. 

§ 22. Domestic peace and union were the natural conse([ucnce.s 
of the moderate and comprehensive i)olicy embraced by the Romans. 
The vanquished nations, blended into one groat people, resigned 
the hope, nay even the wish, of resuming their independence, and 
scarcely considered their own existence as distinct from the exist- 
ence of Rome. The established authority of the emiierors jxjrvaded 
without an eflbrt the wide extent of their dominions, and was 
exercised with the same facility on the banks of the Thames, or of 
the Nile, as on those of the Tiber. The legions were destined to 
serve against the public enemy, and the civil magistrate seldom 
required the aid of a military force. 

§ 23. The system of the Imperial government, as it was insti- 
tuted by Augustus and maintained by those i)rinccs who understood 
tlicir own interests and that of the people, may be defined aii 
absolute monarchy disguised by the forms of a commonwealth. 
Augustus wished to deceive the people by an image of civil liberty, 
and the armies by an image of civil government. He was sensible 
that mankind is governed by names ; nor w^as he deceived in his 
expectation that the senate and i^cople would submit to slavery, 
provided they were respectfully assured that they still enjoyed 
their ancient freedom. A feeble senate and enervated people cheer- 
fully acquiesced in the pleasing illusion, as long as it was supported 
by the virtue, or by even the prudence, of the successors of 
Augustus, It was a motive of sclf-i3rescrvation, not a princii>le of 



12 


DIVISION OF THE PliOVINCES. 


Chap 1. 


liberty, that animated the coiisidrators against Caligula, Nero, anil 
Domitian. They attacked tlie jierson of 'the tyrant \vithoiit aiming 
their blow at the authority of the emperor. The insolence of the 
armies inspired Augustus with fears of a still wore alarming nature. 
The despair of tlie citizens could only attempt what the power of 
the soldiers was, at any time, able to execute. Augustus summoned 
to bis aid whatever remained in those tierce minds of Bonian pre- 
judices; enforced the rigour of discipline by the sanction of law; 
and, interposing the majesty of the senate between the emperor 
and tlie army, boldly claimed their allegiance as the first magistrate 
of tlie republic. 

§ 24. Augustus declined the names of King and Dictator, and 
was content with the modest title of Princeps,* or Prince of the 
Senate, which had been always conferred by tlie censors on the 
citizen the most eminent for his honours and services. Put this 
title conferred no power ; aud the crafty tyrant received from the 
senate the general command of the Homan armies, and the govoni- 
iiient of the provinces, under the well-known names of Imperator 
and Proconsul. Under the republic Imperator was no more than 
yeneral, aud was emphatically bestowed by tte soldiers, when on 
the field of battle they proclaimed their victorious leader worthy of 
that title. It was then placed after his name with the number 
of his victory, and in this, the republican sense, Augustus was 
imperator twenty-one times.f Put the title, as now conferred ujion 
the senate by Augustus, was jirelixed to his namc,I and was so 
borne by all succeeding emjierors. As Proconsul, Augustus pos- 
sessed the Imperinm Consalare, which placed in his hands the 
government of all the provinces of the cmi>ire. But after receiving 
this extensive power, lie resolved to gratify the pride of the senate 
by an easy sacrifice. lie retained the coiiimand of the provinces on 
the frontiers, which required the presence of an army ; hut he 
restored to the senate the administration of the more peaceful and 
secure provinces. Hence arose a distinction which lasted to the 
latest times, between the Provinces of the Senate and the Provinces 
of the Ocesar, as those of the emperor were called. The former 
were governed hy Proconsuls, chosen by lot from among those wlio 
had been previously consuls or praetors ; the latter were governed 
by the Legati, or lieutenants of the emperor, who were nominated 
by the emperor himself, and continueil in the administration of the 
provinces as long as lie pleased. The emperor however delegated 

* Non rogno neque dictatura, sed prindpis nomine constitutam rempub- 
liram. Tacit. Annul, i. 9. Tu (Romule) domini nomen, p7'%ncipis ille 
(Au^astus) tenet. Ovid, Kasti, ii. 412. 

+ Nomen imperatoris seinel atque vicies partiim. Tacit. Anna!, i 9 
i Pra»nomea Jmperato^ is, Suet, Tiber, c. 2G. 
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his power to the members of the senate ; and his lieutenants were 
always of consular or prs3torian dignity. There was another kind 
of imperial provinces, which on account of the nature of the 
country, the character of the inhabitants, or other causes, such as 
the Alpine districts, Juda;a and Kgypt, could not readily receive 
the i)rovincial form and be administered according to Homan laws. 
Accordingly these countries were treated as if tliey were the j/rivate 
domains of the emperor, and were administered hy his stewards, 
who boro in other provinces the title of Procuratores, but in Egypt 
that of Prcpfectus, This Prajfectus was always a Roman knight, 
and was the only important trust not committed to a senator. Yet 
the authority of the senate even in their own provinces was more 
nominal than real. A law was passed, that, wherever the emperor 
was present, his extraordinary commission should supersede the 
ordinary jurisdiction of the governor; a custom was introduced, 
that tlie new coiuiucsts belonged to the imperial portion ; and it 
was soon discovered that the authority of the Prince, the favourite 
epithet of Augustus, was the same in every part of the empire. 

§ 25. In return for this imaginary concession, Augustus obtained 
ail important privilege, which rendered him master of Rome and 
Italy. Jly a dangerous exception to the ancient maxims, he w«as 
authorised to preserve his military command, supported by a nume- 
rous body of guards, even in time of peace, and in the heart of the 
capital. Ilis command, indeed, was confined to those citizens who 
were engaged in the service by the military oath ; but such was 
the propensity of the Romans to servitude, that the oath was . 
voluntarily taken by the magistrates, the senators, and the eques- 
trian order, till the homage of flattery was insensibly converted into 
an annual and solemn protestation of fidelity. 

§ 2G. Although Augustus considered a military force as the 
firmest foundation, he wisely rejected it as a very odious instrument, 
of government. It was more agreeable to his temper, as well as to 
his policy, to reign under the venerable names of the ancient magis- 
tracy, and artfully to collect in his own person all the scattered 
rays of civil jurisdiction. With this view he permitted the senate 
to confer upon him, for his life, the powers of the consular and tri- 
bunitian offices, which were, in the same manner, continued to all 
his successors. The emj)crors never called themselves tribunes, but 
the Trihiinitia Potestas, which was conferred upon them, secured to 
them all the rights and privileges of the ancieiit tribunes, — the 
inviolability of their persons, the Intercessio, or right of putting a 
veto upon the resolutiohs of the senate and the people, and the 
l^ower of convening their meetings. 

Upon the death of Lepidus, Augustus assumed the title of Pon- 
TiFKX Maximus, or Supremo Pontiff, which gave him the manage- 
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nient of the Koroan religion, and this important dignity was homo 
by all his successors. Although he did not assume the title of 
Censor, yet under the name of Pkjeffxtus Mobum he possessed 
all the powers of the office, and exercised an inspection over the- 
* manners and fortunes of the Roman peo])le, 

§ 27. If so many distinct and independent powers did not 
exactly unite with each other, the complaisance of the senate was 
prepared to supply every deficiency by the most amide and extra- 
ordinary concessions. The emperors, as the first ministers of the 
republic, were exempted from the obligation and penalty of many 
inconvenient laws : they were authorised to convoke the senate, to 
make several motions in the same day, to recommend candidates for 
the honours of tlie state, to enlarge the hounds of the city, to 
employ tlie revenue at their discretion, to declare j)e€ace and Avar, to 
ratify treaties; and by a most comprehensive clause, they were 
einix>wered to execute whatsoever they should judge advantageous 
to the empire, and agreeable to the majesty of things private or 
public, human or divine. 

§ 28. When all flie various powers of executive government were 
committed to the Imperial ma<jistrate, the ordinary magistrates of 
the commonwealth languished in obscurity, without vigoiw, and 
almost without business. The names and forms of the ancient 
administration were preserved by Augustus with the most anxious 
care. The usual number of consuls, praetors, and tribunes, were 
annually invested with their respective ensigns of office, and con- 
tinued to discharge some of their least imix)rtant functions, lliose 
honours still attracted the vain ambition of the Romans ; and the 
emperors themselves, though invested for life with the powers of the 
consulship, frequently asinred to the title of that annual dignity, 
which they condescended to share with the most illustrious of their 
fellow-citizens. During the reign of Augustus these magistrates 
continued to be elected by the people ; but upon the accession of 
Tiberius the elections were transferred to the senate. The assem- 
blies of the p,cople were for ever abolished, and the emperors were 
delivered from a dangerous multitude, who, without restoring 
liberty, might have disturbed, and perhaps endangered, the esta- 
blished government. 

§ 29. Augustus and his successors founded their new empire 
upon the dignity of the senate. In the administration of their own 
powers they frequently consulted the great national council, and 
seemed to refer to its decision the most important concerns of iieace 
and war. Rome, Italy, and the internal provinces, were subject to 
the immediate jurisdiction of the senate. With regard to civil 
objects, it was the supreme court of appeal ; with regard to criminal • 
matters, a tribunal, constituted for the trial of all ofi'enccs that were 
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committed by men in any public station, or that affected the i)eaco 
and majesty of the Homan people. The exercise of the judicial 
power became the most frequent and serious occupation of the 
senate ; and the important causes that were pleaded before them 
afforded a last refuge to the spirit of ancient eloquence. As a 
council of state, and as a court of justice, the senate possessed very 
considerable prerogatives ; but in its legislative capacity, in which it 
was supposed virtually to represent the people, the rights of sove- 
reignty were acknowledged to reside in that assembly. Every 
])Ower was derived from their authority, every law was ratified by 
their sanction. Their regular meetings were held on three stated 
days in every month, the Calends, the Nones, and tlie Ides. The 
debates were conducted with decent freedom ; and the emperors 
themselves, who gloried in the name of senators, sat, voted, and 
divided with their ecpials. 

§ 30. The face of the court corrcsiiondcd with the forms of the 
administration. The emperors, if we except those tyrants whoso 
capricious folly violated every law of nature and decency, disdained 
that pomp and ceremony which might offend their countrymen, but 
could add nothing to their real i^ower. In all the offices of life they 
affected k) confound themselves witli their subjects, and maintained 
with tliem an equal intercourse of visits and entertainments. Tlieir 
liabit, their palace, tlieir table, were suited only to the rank of an 
opulent senator. Their family, however numerous or splendid, was 
composed entirely of their domestic slaves and freedmen. Augustus 
or IVajan would have blushed at emiiloying the meanest of the 
Homans in those menial offices which, in the lioiisehold and bed- 
chamber of a limited monarch, are so eagerly solicited by tlie 
proudest nobles of IJritain. 

§ 31. The deification of the emperors is the only instance in 
which they departed from their accustomed prudence and modesty. 
A regular custom was introduced, that, on the decease of every 
emperor, the senate hy a solemn decree should place him in the 
number of the gods : and the ceremonies of his apotheosis were 
blended witli those of his funeral. 

§ 32. In the consideration of the Tm])erial government, wc have 
frequently meritioned*the artful founder under his w’ell-known title 
of Augustus. The obscure name of Octavianus ho derived from a 
mean family in the little town of Aricia. The illustrious surname 
of Ctesar he had assumc’d as the ado])ted sou of the diebrtor. The 
title of Augustus was conferred upon him by the senate as expressive 
of the character of peace and sanctity which lie uniformly affected. 
Augu&ius was therefore a personal, Ccemr a family distinction. The 
former should naturally have cx]iircd with the jiriuce on wdiom it 
vvaa bestowed ; and however the latter was diffused by ado]^tion and 
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female alliance, Nero was the last prince who could allege any 
hereditary claim to tlie honours of the Julian line* lint, at tho 
time of his death, the i)racticc of a century had inseparal >ly connected 
those appellalioiis with the Imperial dignity, and they were preserved 
by a long succession of emperors — Konians, Greeks, Franks, and 
Germans — from the fall of the republic to the time of NaiK)lcon. A 
distinction was, however, soon introduced. The sacred title of 
Augustus was always reserved for the monarch, whilst tlie name of 
Cajsar was more freely communicated to his relations ; and, from 
the reign of Hadrian, at least, was appropriated to the second person 
in the state, who was considered as the prcsumi)tive heir of the 
. empire. 

§ 33. In elective monarchies the vacancy of the throne is a 
moment big with danger and mischief. I'lie Homan einj)erors 
invested their designed successor with so large a share of present 
IKJwcr, as should enable him, after their decease, to assume tho 
remainder without suffering the empire to perceive the change of 
masters. Thus Augustus obtained for Tiberius authority equal (o 
his own over the provinces and the armies. Tlius Vesi)asian asso- 
ciated Titus in the full powers of the Imperial dignity. Thus 
Nerva, feeling that his feeble age was unequal to the weight of 
empire, declared Trajan his colleague and successor in the empire. 
Trajan adopted his kinsman Hadrian, under whose reign, as has 
been already mentioned, the empire flourished in i)eace and pros- 
perity. Hadrian at first sclecfed as his successor .^iJlius Veriis, a gay 
and voluptuous nobleman; but on the death of Verus tho emperor 
ii«amed as his son and successor one of tho most virtuous of the 
Homans, who afterwards reigned under the name of Antoninus 
Pius. Jle was adopted by Hadrian on condition tliat he should 
adopt in his turn tho young Marcus Aurelius, and the son ofHL'Iius 
Verus, and ho gave to the former his daughter Faustina in marriage. 
Pius was succeeded (a. d. IGl) by his two adopted sons ; but the 
younger Verus, with many vices, possessed one virtue — a dutiful 
reverence for his wiser colleague, to whom he willingly abandoned 
the ruder cares of empire. Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius, 
or the two Antonines, as they are usually called, governed tho 
Homan world 42 years (a.d. 138-180) with* the same invariable 
sjnrit of wisdom and virtue. Their united reigns are possibly the 
only ijeriod of history in which the happiness of a great - people was 
the sole object of government. 

§ 34. The reign of Titus Antoninus Pius is marked by the rare 
advantage of furnishing very few^ materials for history ; which is, 
indeed, little more than the register of the crimes, follies, and mis- 
fortunes of mankind. In private life ho was an amiable as well as 
a good man. The native simplicity of his virtue was a stranger to 
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vniiity or alicctation. He enjoyed with moderation the conveniences 

of his fortune and the innocent plea- ^ * 

sures of society ; and the benevolence 

of his soul displayed itself in a cheer- r/y 

ful serenity of temper. 

The virtue of Marcus Aurelius “^7 

Antoninus was of a severer and more 
laborious kind. At the age of twelve Tr~-T./i 

years he embraced the rigid system 

of the Stoics, which taught him to W| Myjnrip ^ 

consider virtue as the only good, vice 

as the only evil, all things external 

as things indifferent. His Medita- 

tions, composed in the tumult of a 

camp, are still extant. But his life 

^\•as tlie noblest commentary on the 

])rccepts of Zeno. He was severe ti» 

himself, indulgent to the imperfee- 

lion of others, just and hcneficent 

to all mankind. War he detested, 

as the disgrace and calamity of hii- 

man nature ; but when the necessity 

of a just defence called upon him to 

take up arms, he readily exposed his 

person to eight winter campaigns on 

tlic frozen banks of the l)anul)e, the 

severity of which was at last fatal to 

the weakness of his constitution. 

His mcmoiy was revered by a grate- 
fill 2)0sterity, and, above a century 
after his death, many pci-sons pre- 
scrv^cd the image of Marcus Aurelius 
among those of their houseliold gods.*^ 

If a man were called to fix the 
lx)riod in the liistoiy of the world 
during which the condition of the i 

human race was most haj)py and 
prosperous, he would, without hesi- 
tatiori, name that which elapsed 
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* The Antoninc column, figure<l on this 
page, was erected in honour of M. Aure- 
lius, and still stands at Koine. It is a 
repetition of the column of Trajan, The 
bas-reliefs represent the conquests of the 
Marcommmi. 
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from the death of Domitian to the accession of Commodus. The 
vast extent of the Homan empire was governed by absolute ix)wer, 
under the guidance of virtue and wisdom. The armies were re- 
strained by the lirm but gentle hand of four successive emperors 
whose characters and authority commanded involuntary respect. 
The forms of the civil administration were carefully ]:)rescrved by 
Nerva, 'I'rajan, Hadrian, and the Antonines, who delighted in the 
image of liberty, and were pleased with considering themselves as 
the accountable ministers of the laws. Such i)rinces deserved the 
honour of restoring the republic, had the Homans of their days been 
capable of enjoying a rational freedom. 



Apotheosis of Antoninus I'ius and Faustina (from the Pudustal of the Column of 
Antoninus Pius).* 


♦ This column must not be confounded with that of M. Aun'liiis, figured 
on the preceding page. It no longer remains. It was discovered in 1709, 
but was broken in the attempt to raise it. 




CHAPTER II. 

RKICJN'S •V COMMODUS, PKIITINAX, DIDIUS JULTANITP, AND SKPTIMIUS 
SEVEHUS. 

§ 1. Accession of Commodus : his chnractcr. § 2, Conspirar,}' against hii 
life : his hatred ainl cruelty towards the Senate. § 3. His dissolute and 
degrading pleasures. § 4. llis assassination. § 5. Choice of 1‘KuriNAX 
for Emperor. §6. His virtues: his murder by the Praetorian guards. 
§ 7. Tlie IVa:*torian guards : their institution and specious claims. § 8. 
'/’lioy ofler the empire to sale : it is purchased by Julian. § 9. l\evoit of 
Clodius Albiiius in Britain, of Pescennius Niger in Syria, and of Sej)fimius 
Severus in Britain : Settimius Seveuus marches to Koine, and is declared 
Emperor; death of Julian. § 10. Defeat and death of Niger and Albinus : 
siege of liyzantium. § 11. Government of Sevenis ; general peace and 
prosperity ; relaxation of military discipline. § 12. New establishment of 
the Prujtorian guards. § 13. The otiice of Pratoriau Pia;fei:t. § 14. 
New maxims of the Imperial prerogative. § 15. Julia Domna, the wife 
of Severus : their twm sons, Caracalla ami Geta. § 16. Severus goes into 
liritain ; his death. 

■ ^ § 1. The golden age of Trajan and tlie Aiitonines was succeeded by 
an age of iron. Coinmodns, the son of ATarens Aurelius, was only 
nineteen years of age at the death of his father (a. d. 180). lie 
succeeded to the throne amidst tlio acclamations of the senate and 
armies ; and the happy youth saw around him ncitlicr competitor to 

* The arch of Septiinius Severus still exists in good preservation at the 
top of the Roman forum. It w^as dedicated to Sevenis and his twm sons, 
Caracalla and Gota, in the 11th year of his reign, a.d. 203, 
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remove nor enemies to punish. Nature had formed him of a weak 
rather than a wicked disposition; but his mind was gradually cor- 
rupted by his attendants ; and his cruelty, which at first obeyed 
the dictates of others, degenerated into habit, and at length became 
the ruling passion of his soul. 

The first measure of his reign was to conclude peace with the 
Quadi and Marcomanni, against whom his father had carried on w^ar 
in person for several years. He then hurried to Home to enjoy the 
pleasures of the capital wdth the servile and profligate youths whoiii 
Marcus had banished, but who soon regained their station and 
influence about the new emperor. But although he indulged in a 
dissolute course of amusements, he entrusted, during the three first 
years of his reign, the administration to the faithful counsellors of 
his father ; his hands were yet unstained with blood ; and he had 
even displayed a generosity of sentiment, which might perha[)s have 
ripened into solid virtue. A fatal incident decided his fluctuating 
character. 

} 2. One evening, as the emperor was returning to the palace 
through a dark and narrow ])ortico in the 
amphitheatre, an assassin, who waited his 
passage, rushed upon him with a drawn 
sword, loudly exclaiming, “ T/iC senate 
sends you thisj** The menace prevented 
the deed ; the assassin was seized by the 
guards, and immediately revealed the 
authors of the conspiracy. It had been 
formed, not in the senate, but within the 
walls of the palace. Lucilla, the empe- 
rors sister, and widow of Tiucius Veriis, 
imjmtient of the second rank, and jealous 
of the reigning emju'css, had armed the 
murderer against her brotlier’s life. But 
the words of the assassin sunk deep into 
Commodus. mind of Commodus, and left an 

indelible impression of fear and hatre<l 
against the w'holo body of the senate. The Delators, a race of men 
discemraged, and almost extinguished, under the former reigns, 
again became formidable as soon as they discovered that the emjjc- 
ror was desirous of finding disaffection and treason in the senate. 
Suspicion was equivalent to proof; trial to condemnation. The 
execution of a considerable senator was attended with the death 
of all who might lament or revenge his fate ; and when Com- 
modus had once tasted human blood, he became incapable of 
pity or remorse. 

§ 3. The first minister of his crimes was Perennis ; but the 
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emperor was o])lige<l to sacrifice him to the coin])Iaints of the legions 
of Britain (a. d. 185). Pereniiis was succeeded in the im])erial 
favour and in the command of the Praetorian troops, by Clcander, a 
Phrygian by birth, who during four years governed the empire with 
absolute sway, till at length his avarice and cruelty excited a revolt 
of the populace, which was only apjicased by the execution of the 
guilty favourite (a. b. 189). Meanwhile every sentiment of virtue 
and humanity had become extinct in the mind of Commodiis. 
‘VVliilst lie abandoned the reins of empire to these unworthy favour- 
ifes, his only occupations were the indulgence of his sensual appe- 
titc;s, and tlie sports of the circus and am plii theatre. The Poman 
emperor even deigned to descend into the arena of the amplii theatre, 
and to exhibit his skill hefore the populace of Pome. Not content 
with slaying wild beasts with his own hands, he entered the lists as 
a gladiator, and gloried in a profession which the laws and manners 
of the Pomans had branded with the justest infamy. The servile 
crowd, whose fortune depended on their master’s vices, applauded 
these ignoble pursuits, and sainted liirn as the Jimnan IJerctihs, a 
title which Commodus eagerly embraced, and which we still read 
upon his medals. 

§ 4. Uut amidst the acclamations of a flattering court, C’ommodns 
was unable to disguise from himself’that lie had dcsor\’’ed the con- 
tempt and hatred of every man of sense and virtue in his empiTo. 
His ferocious sjiirit was irritated by the consciousness of that hatred, 
by the envy of every kind of merit, by tlic just apjircbcnsion of 
danger, and by the habit of slaughter which he contracted in his 
daily amusements. His cruelty proved at last fatal to himself. 
Marcia, his favourite coucuhinc, lOclcctus, liis chamberlain, and 
Lfctus, his Pr.'vtoriari praTect, alarmed by the fate of their com- 
panions and predecessors, resolved to prevent the destruction which 
every hour hung over their heads. Alarcia sci/.ed the occasion of jire- 
seiiting a draught of poisoned wine to her lover, after he had fatigued 
himself with hunting some wild beasts. Commodus retired to 
sleep ; but whilst be was labouring with the effects of poison and 
drunkenness, a robust youth, by jirofessioii a wrestler, entered bis 
chamber, and strangled him without resistance. Commodus 
lierished December 31, a.d. 192, after a reign of eleven 3^ears. 

§ 5, The measures of the conspirators were conducted with the 
deliberate coolness and cclcnty which the greatness of the occasion 
required. They resolved instantly to fill the vacant throne with an 
emperor whose character would justify and maintain the action 
that had been committed. They fixed on Pertinax, pracfect of the 
city, an ancient senator of consular rank, whose conspicuous merit 
had broke through the obscurity of his birth, and raised him to the 
first honours of the state. Uc now remained almost alone of the 
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friends and ministers of Marcus ; and when, at a late horn* of tlio 
night, he was awakened with the news that the chamhcrlaiii and 
the praifcct were at his door, he received them with intre[)id 
resignation, and desired they would execute their master’s orders. 
Instead of dcatli they offered him the throne of the Iionian world. 
During some moments lie distrusted their intentions and as- 
surances. Convinced at length of the death of Commodns, ho 
accepted the purple with a sincere reluctance, the natural effect of 
his knowledge both of the duties and of the dangers of the supreme 
rank. 

La?tus conducted without delay his new emperor to the camp ot 
the Praetorians, diffusing at the same time through the city a 
seasonable report that Commodus died suddenly of an apoplexy ; 
and that the virtuous Pertinax had already succeeded to the throne. 
The guards were rather surprised than pleased with the suspicious 
death of a prince whose indulgence and liberality they alone ha<l 
experienced: but they stifled their secret discontents, and swore 
allegiance to the new emperor. The senate joyfully ratified the 
election, and conferred upon him all tlic titles of Imperial power. 
The memory of Commodus was branded with eternal infamy. 
’J’hey decreed that his lionours should he reversed, his titles erased 
from the public monuments', his statues thrown down, and his 
b(3dy <firagged with a hook into the stripping-room of the gladiators, 
to satiate the public fury. 

§ 6. Pertinax found a nobler Avay of condemning his predeces- 
sor’s memory — by tlie contrast of his own 
virtues with the vices of Commodus. He 
endeavoured to heal, as far as it was possible, 
the wounds inflictedby flie liand of tyranny. 
The innocent victims avIio yet survived were 
recalled from (3xile, released from prison, and 
restored to the full p ossession of their 
honours and fortunes. The Delators were. 
})unished. Strict economy was introduced 
into the public expenditure. Ho remitted 
all the ojApressive taxes invented by Coin- 
modus, and cancelled all the unjust claims 
of the treasury. He removed the oppressive 
restrictions wliich liad been laid upon com- 
merce, and granted all the uncultivated lands 
Pertinax ill Italy and the provinces to those who 

would improve them ; with an exemption 
from tribute during the term of ten years. Such an uniform con- 
duct had already secured to Pertinax the noblest reward of a 
sovereign, the love and esteem of his ixjople. But amidst the 
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general joy the sullen and angry countenance of the Pnetorian 
guards betrayed their inward dissatisfaction. They had reluctantly 
submitted to Pertinax ; they dreaded the strictness of the ancient 
discipline, which he was preparing to restore ; and they regretted 
tlio licence of the former reign. On the 28th of March (a. d. 193), 
eighty-six days only after the death of Commodiis, a general sedition 
broke out in the camp. Two or three hundred of the most desperate 
soldiers marched at noon-day, with arms in their hands and fury in 
their looks, towards the Imperial palace. The gates were thrown 
open by tlieir companions upon guard; and Pertinax was speedily 
despatched with a multitude of wounds. 

§ 7. The power of the sword is more sensibly felt in an exfensive 
monarchy than in a small community. To illustrate this observa- 
tion we need only reflect that the tyrant of a single town, or a small 
district, would soon discover that an hundred armed followers were 
a weak defence against ten thousand peasants or citizens ; but an 
hundred thousand well-disciplined soldiers will command, with 
despotic sway, ten millions of subjects ; and a body of ten or fifteen 
thousand guards will strike terror into the most numerous populace 
that ever crowded the streets of an immense capital, * The Pra)- 
torian bands, whose licentious fuiy was the first symptom and cause 
of the decline of the Homan empire, scarcely amounted to the last- 
mentioned number. They derived their institution from Augustus. 
That crafty tyrant, sensible that laws might colour, but that arms 
alone could maintain his usurped dominion, had gradually formed 
this powerful body of guards, in constant readiness to protect his 
person, to awe the senate, and cither to prevent or to crush the first 
motions of rebellion. He distinguished these favoured troops by a 
double pay and superior privileges ; but, as their formidable aspect 
would at once have alarmed and irritated the Roman people, three 
cohorts only were stationed in the capital ; whilst the remainder 
was dispersed in the adjacent towns of Italy. But after fifty years 
of peace and servitude, Tiberius ventured on a decisive measure, 
which for ever riveted the fetters of his country. Under the fair 
pretences of relieving Italy from the heavy burden of military 
quarters, and of introducing a stricter discipline among the guardo, 
he assembled them at Rome in a permanent camp, which was forti- 
fied with skilful care, and placed on a commamling situation. 

Such formidable servants are always necessary, but often fatal, to 
the throne of despotism. By thus introducing the Praetorian guards 
as it were into the palace and the senate, the emperors taught them 
to perceive their own strength, and the weakness of the civil govern- 
ment. Even the firmest and best cslablishcd princes were obliged 
to mix blandishments with commands, rewards with punishments, 
to flatter their pride, indulge their pleasures, connive at their irre- 
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gularities, an*l to purchase their precarious faith by a lil 3 cral dona- 
tive ; which, since the elevation of Claudius, was exacted as a le^^al 
claim on the accession of every new enii'K3ror. The advocates of the 
guards endeavoured to justify by arguments the power whicli they 
asserted by arms ; and to maintain that, according to the purest 
principles of the constitution, their consent was essentially neces- 
sary in the appointment of an emperor. The election ol consuls, 
of generals, and of magistrates, however it had been recently 
usurped by the senate, was the ancient and undoubted right of the 
Homan people. But where was the Roman people to be found ? 
Not surely amongst the mixed multitude of slaves and strangers 
that filled the streets of Home ; a servile pojmlace, as devoid of 
spirit as destitute of property. The defenders of the state, selected 
from the flower of the Italian youth, and trained in the (.*xercisc of 
arms and virtue, were the genuine rein’csentatives of the })p()plc, 
and the best entitled to elect the military chief of the riJi)uhlic. 
These assertions, hoAvcver defective in reason, became unanswerable 
when the fierce Praetorians increased their weight by throwing, like 
the barbarian conqueror of Home, their swords into the scale. 

§ 8. The Prijetorians had violated the sanctity of the throne by 
the atrocious murder of Pertinax; "they dishonoured the majesty of 
it by their subsequent conduct. Anxious to obtain the liighest 
price for the valuable commodity they had to sell, they i')roclaimed 
from the ramparts that the Homan world was to be disjjoscd of to 
the best bidder by public auction. This inlanious offer, the most 
insolent excess of military licence, diffused an universal grief, shame, 
and indignation throughout the city. But two purchasers were 
found, — Didius Julianiis, a wealthy senator, and Sulpicianiis, the 
father-in-law of the late emi>cror, who had been already in treaty 
with the guards for the imperial dignity. The unworthy nego- 
tiation was transacted by faithful emissaries, who passed alternately 
from one candidate to the other, and acquainted each of them with 
tile offers of his rival. Sulpicianus had already promised a donative 
of 5000 drachms (above IGO/.) to each soldier ; when Julian, eager 
for the prize, rose at once to the sum of 6250 drachms, or upwards 
of 200L sterling. The gates of the camp were instantly tlirown 
open to the purcliascr ; he was declared emperor, and received an 
oath of allegiance from the soldiers. He was conducted by the 
soldiers to the senate, who obsequiously conferred on him all the 
branches of the imperial [xiwer. From the senate he was carried to 
the ])alacc. "Jlie first objects that struck* his eyes were the aban- 
doned trunk of Pertinax, and the frugal entertainment prepared for 
Ills supper. The one he viewed with indiflcrencc ; the other with 
contempt. A magnificent feast was prepared by his order, and he 
amused himself till a very late hour with dice and the perfornianccs 
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of Pyladcs, a celebrated dancer. Yet it was observed that, after the 
crowd of llatterers dispersed, and left him to darkness, siditude, uno 
terrible rejection, lie passed a sleei)less night; revolving most pro- 
bably ill his mind his own rasli folly, the fate of his virtuous 
predecessor, and the doubtful and dangerous tenure of an tan pi re 
which had not been acquired by merit, but purchased by money. 

§ 9. He had reas(jii to tremble. On the throne of th(* W(a-ld lie 
found himself without a friend, and even without an adherent. The 
guards themselves were ashamed of the prince whom their a\arice 
liad j)ersuadcd tliem to accept ; nor was there a citizen who did not 
consider his elevation with horror, as the last insult on tljc J’oinan 
name. The public discontent was soon diil'iised from the centre 1o 
the frontiers of the empire, 'i’he armies of ilritain, of Sju ia, and 
of Pannonia sternly refused to ratify the ignominious bargain of the 
Pra-lorians. Their immediate and miaiiimous revolt was fatal to 
Julian, but it was fatal at the same time to the ]nihlic peace ; as 
the generals of the respective armies, (Jlodins Albinas in Britain, 
Pescenniiis Niger in Syria, and Scjdimiiis Sevenis in I’annonia, 
were still more anxious to succeed than to revenge the murdered 
Pcrliiiax. Their forces were exactly balanced. Each of them was 
at the head of three legions, with a numerous train of auxiliaries ; 
and, however difl'erent in their characters, they were all soldiers of 
experience and cajiacity. But Septimius Sevenis had a great advan- 
tage ovTr his competitors in Ids proximity to Italy. His ]>rovince 
extended to the Julian A l]>s; and he remembered the saying of 
Angiislus, 'J'hat a Paiiiioiiiaii anny might in ten days appe^ar in 
sight of Home. By a celerity ]>roportioiied to the greatness of the 
occasion, he might reasonably hope to revenge Pertinax, iJimish 
Julian, and receive the homage of the seiiato and peo]>le as tlieir 
lawful emperor, before his coni])Ctitors were a])]>rised of his success, 
or even of his election. Acconliiigly ho crossed the Alps and 
advanced towards Borne with the utmost speed. Upon reaching 
Iiiteramna, about seventy miles from Borne, he despatelied his 
emissaries to the cajiilal to assure the guards, that, provided they 
would abandon their worthless prince, and the jierpetrators of the 
murder of Pertinax, to the justice of the conqueror, lie would no 
longer consider that melancholy evimt as the act of the whole body. 
The faithless PraUorians, wlio trembled at the name of the Pannoniiin 
legions, gladly complied with the easy conditions, seized the greatest 
part of the assassins, and significn to tlio senate tliat tliey no longer 
defended the cause of J^ilian. That assembly, convoked by the 
consul, unanimously acknowledged Sevenis as lawful emperor, 
decreed divine honours to Pertinax, and pronounced a sentence of 
deposition and death against his unfortunate successor. Julian was 
conducted into a private apartment of the baths of the palace and 
GIIU30N. c 
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beheaded as a common criminal, after having purchased, with an 
immense ti-casnre, an anxious and j’rccarioiis reign of only sixty-six 
days (Juno 2, a. D. 103). 

§10. Septimius Severus left Homo at the end of thirty days in 
order to encounter his two formidable rivals. In order to lull one 
into security wliile lie attacked the other, he conferred upon Albiniis 
tlie rank of Ca?sar, and treated him with every mark of esteem 
and regard. But as soon as he had worsted Pcscennius Niger in 
Syria, he threw off the mask and hastened from the East to the West 
at the head of his victorious armies. In less than four years (a. n. 
193-197) both wars were brought to a close, and Severus hecanfo 
the undisputed master of the empire. 'I’hree battles, the first near 
the Hellespont, the second near Nica‘a in Bithynia, and the third 
in the naiTow defiles of Cilicia, decided the fate of his Syrian com- 
petitor ; and the troops of Fjurope asserted their usual ascendant over 
the effeminate natives of Asia. The battle of Lyons, where 150,000 
Homans were engaged, was equally fatal to Alhinus. Both Niger 
and Alhinus Avcrc discovered and jait to death in their flight from 
the fields of battle. 

TJixm the death of Niger all the East at once submitted to Severus 
with the exception of Byzantium. This city sustained siege of 
three years, and remained faithful to the name and memory of 
Niger, 'i’he citizens and soldiers (wc know not from what eause) 
were animated with ecjual fuiy ; the fortifications were esteemed 
impregnable, and, in the defence of the place, a celebrated engineer 
displayed all the mechanic powers known to the ancients. Byzan- 
tium at length surrendered to famine. The magistrates and soldiers 
were put to the sword, the walls demolished, the privileges sup- 
])ressed, and tlie destined capital of the lOast siibsistol only as an 
o}ieii village, subject to tlie insulting jurisdiction of rcrinthus. 
The historian Dion accused the revenge of Severus for depriving the 
Homan people of the strongest bulwark against the barbarians of 
Pontus and Asia. The truth of this observation was hut too well 
justified in the succeeding age, when the Gothic fleets covered the 
EiUxine, and passed through the undefended Bosporus into the 
centre of the Mediterranean. 

§ 11. Severus exercised his victory with cniclt}^ lie imt to 
death a large number of^enators, wlio had belonged to the pai’ty of 
his unfortunate competitors, and the noblest provincials of Spaiu 
and Gaul wore involved in the same ruin. Ilis general govern- 
ment, however, was characterised by wisdom and justice. Salu- 
tary laws, executed with inflexible firmness, s(X>n corrected most of 
the abuses with which, since the death of Marcus, every part of tlie 
government had been infected. In the administration of justice, 
the judgments of the emperor were characterised by attention, dis- 
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ccniment, and impartiality ; and, whenever he deviated from tbe 
strict line of equity, it was generally in favour of the ]X)or and 
o|)])ressed not so mucli indeed from any sense of hinnanity, as 
from the natural propensity of a despot to liiimhie the pride of 
greatness, and to sink all his subjects to the same common level 
of absolute dependence. IJis expensive taste for building, mag- 
nificent shows, and, above all, a constant and liberal distribution of 
corn and provi.sions, were the surest means of ca])tivating the aflec- 
lion of the* Roman pcoi)lc. 'J’lic misfortunes of civil discord were 
obliterated. The calm of ]jeace and prosperity was once more expe- 
rienced ill the provinces. 'J'he fame of the Roman a ms was revived 
by that warlike aiifl successful emjieror, and lie boasted, with a just 
])ride, that, having received the empire oppressed with foreign and 
domestic wars, he left it established in profound, universal, and 
honourable peace. 



Although the wounds of civil war appeared completely healed, 
its mortal poison still lurked in the vitals of the constitution. The 
vanity of his soldiers was flattered with the honour of wearing gold 
rings; their ease was indulged in the permission of living wdth 
their wives in the idleness of quarters. He increased their pay 
beyond the example of former times, and hiught them to expect, and 
soon to claim, extraordinary donatives on every public occasion (d 
danger or festivity, hflated by succi’ss, enervated by luxuiy, and 
raised above the level of subjects by their dangerous privileges, they 
soon became incapable of military fatigue, oppressive to the countr}', 
and impatient of a just subordination. 
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§ I2. The Praetorians, who murdered their emperor and sold tlie 
cm])irc, had been disbanded by Severus ; but the nccessaiy, though 
dangerous, institution of guards, was soon restored on a new model 
by Severus, and increased to four times the ancient number. For- 
merly these troops had been recruited in Italy ; and as the adjacent 
provinces gradually imbibed the softer manners of liome, the levies 
were extended to Macedonia, Noricum, and Spain. In the room of 
these elegant troops, better adapted to the x>c)mp of courts than to 
the uses of war, it was established by Severus, that from all tlie 
legions of the frontiers the soldiers most distinguished for strength, 
valour, and fidelity should be occasionally draughted, and promoted, 
as an honour and reward, into the more eligible service of the guards. 
By this new institution the Italian youth were diverted from the 
exercise of arms, and the capital was terrified by the strange aspect 
and manners of a multitude of barbarians. But Severus flattered 
himself that the legions would consider these chosen Prretorians as 
tlie representatives of the whole military order ; and that the present 
aid of 50,000 men, superi’ir in amis and appointments to any force 
that could be brought into the field against them, uould for e^x*^ 
crush the hopes of rebellion, and secure the empire to himself and 
his ]K)st(;rity, 

§ 13. The command of these favoured and formidable troops soon 
became the first office of the empire. As the government de- 
gcTK'Tated into military despotism, the Pradorian prfeftct, who in Ins 
origin had been a simple captain of tbc guards, was placc^l not only 
at the head of the army, hut of the finances, and even of the law. 
Ill every department of administration he represented the person, 
and exercised the authority, of the emperor. 'J’hc first pradect who 
enjoyed and abused this immense ])()wcr was Plautiaiius, the fa- 
vourite minister of Severus. Jlis reign lasted above ten years, till 
the marriage of his daughter with the eldest son of the (anperor, 
which seemed to assure his fortune, jiroved the occasion of liis ruin. 
']’h(3 animosities of tlie palace, hy irritating the amhitioii and alarm- 
ing the fears of Plautiaiius, threatened to Y>voduce a revolution, and 
obliged the cmjxiror, who still loved him, to consent with reluctance 
to his death. After the fall of Plautiaiius, the celebrated Pa]niiian, 
an eminent lawyer, was appointed to execute the motley office of 
Praetorian prajfect. 

§ 14. 'J'ill the reign of Severus the virtue, and even the good 
sense, of the emperors had been distinguished hy tlieir real or 
affected reverence for the senate, and hy a tender regard to the nice 
frame of civil policy instituted by Augustus. But the youth of 
Severus bad been trained in the imjilicit obedience of camps, and 
his riper years sjient in the desjiotism of military command. His 
haiigbty and inllexible sjarit cx’uld not discover, or Avould not 
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acknowledge, the advantage of preserving an intermediate power, 
however imaginary, between the emperor and the army. lie dis- 
dained to profess himself the servant of an assembly that detested 
his person and trembled at his frown; he issued his commands 
where his request would have proved as enectiial ; assumed the 
conduct and style of a sovereign and a conqueror, and exercised, 
without disguise, tlio whole legislative as well jis the executive 
power. The fine theory of a republic insensibly vanished, and 
made way for the more natural and substantial feelings of mo- 
narchy. The lawyers and the historians concurred in teaching tliat 
tlic Tm])erial authority was held, not by the delegated commission, 
but by tlie irrevocable resignation of the senate ; that the ern})cror 
was freed from the restraint of civil laws, could command, by his 
arbitrary will, the lives and fortunes of his subjects, and miglit 
dispose of the empire as of his inivate patrimony. I’lie most eminent 
of the civil lawyers, and particularly Taianian, Paulus, and Ult>ian, 
ilourished under the house of Severiis ; and the Homan jurispni- 
dence, having closely united its(df with the system of monarchy, 
was supposed to have attained its full maturity and perfection. 

M'he eontcui])oraries of Heverus, in the enjoyment of tlio peace and 
glory of Irts reign, forgave the cruelties by which it had been intro- 
duced. Posterity, who experienced the fatal effects of his maxims 
and cxaiiqdc, justly considered him as the principal author of the 
decline of the Homan empire. 

§ 15. The wife of Severus Avas Julia Pomna, a native of Pmesn 
in Syria. She possessed, even in her advanced age, the attractions 
of beauty, and united to a lively imagination a firmness of mind 
and strcngtli of judgment seldom bestowed on her sex. Her amiable 
qualities never made any deep imiiression on the dark and jealous 
temper of her husband; but, in her son’s reign, she a<lmiiiistcrcd 
the priiicii)al affairs of the empire with a prudence that sup}H)rted 
Ins authority, and with a moderation that sometimes corrected his 
wild extravagancies. Julia ap])lied herself to letters and X'hilo- 
sophy with some success and Avith the most splendid reputation. 
She was the patroness of cvery^ ai’t, and the friend of CA^ery man of 
genius. 

Two sons, (laracalla and Oeta, were the fruit of this marriage, 
and the destined heirs of the tanpire. The fond hopes of the father, 
and of the Koman Avorld, Avere soon disappointed hy these vain 
youths, who displayed the indolent security of hereditary princes, 
and a presumption that fortune would supply the place of merit and 
a])plication. Without any emulation of virtue or talents, they 
discovered, almost from their infancy, a fixed and implacable anti- 
pathy for each other. The iinhap>py discord of his sous clouded all 
the prospects of Severus, and threatened to overturn a throne laised 
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with so much labour, cemented with so much blood, and guarded 
with every defence of arms and treasure. Witli an impartial han<l 
he maintiiiuod between them an exact balance of favour, conferred 
on lH)th the rank of Augustus, with the revered name of Anto- 
ninus; and for the first time the Iioman wcudd belicld three 
emperors. 

§ 16. In these circumstances the iiitelligenco of a war in llritain, 
and of an invasion of the province by the barbarians of tlic Nortli, 
was received with pleasure by Soverus. lie resolved to cnihraca 
the hoDonrahlc pretext of withdrawing his sons from the luxury of 
Rome, which enervated tlicir minds ainl irritated their ])assions ; 
and of inuring tlah* youth to the toils of Avar and government. 
Notwithstanding his advanced age (for he was above three-score), 
and his gout, which obliged liiin to be carried in a lifter, he trans- 
ported himself in person into that remote island, attcnde<l by his 
two sons, his whole court, and a formidable army (a.d. 2oH). He 
immediately passed the walls of Hadrian and Antoninus, and 
entered the country of the Caledonians, wlio uere compelled to 
submit to his arms. But as soon as the Roman legions had retirinl, 
they resumed their hostile iude|ieiidence. ^'cverus was jn’cparing 
to send anew army into Caledonia with orders not to subdue hut 
to extirpate the natives, ^idiey were) saved by tlic death of their 
haughty enemy. Severus cxjnred at York in tlic Goth year of Ijis 
age, and in tlic 18th of a glorious and successful rei gn (/.j,. 2J1). 



J he SrpMzoTiinm, a buiUling <.T<‘< lcd at Home by Scptimins Sovorn!!, of w I(i4b 
cousiilcrublc remains existed till the end of the 16th cciUiny. 
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CJIAPTEll III. 

RBIONS OF OARACALIiA, MACllINUS, ELAGABALUS, AND ALEXANDER 
• SEVEllUS. 

§ 1, Accession of Caiiacalla an<l <ii:ta; Miinlcr of Ceta, §2, Remorsse 
anti cruelty of Caracalla; death of raj)injan. § 3. Assassination of Cara- 
calla. §4, Edict of Caracalla. § 5. Accession of Mackinus ; he attempts 
to reform tlio army, § 0. Revolt of Elagabalus ; death of Macrinus : 
ElaOabalus Emperor. § 7. Picture of Elagabalns : his superstition and 
profligacy; his murder by the troops. §8. Accession of Alp.xandER 
Skvkkps : Aviso administration of his grandmother IMamira ; charat.ter of 
Alexander, §9. State of the army ; death of Ulpian ; the historian Dion 
Cassius. § 10. The Persian monarchy robtored by Artaxerxes. § 11. 
lvecaj)itulation of the war between the Parthian and Roman Empires. 
§ 12. War between the Persians and Alex<mder. § 13. Murder of Alex- 
ander Severus. 

§ 1. Severus in bis last inomcnls bad rccoininendi d concord to bis 
sons, and liis sons to tbc army. The salutary advice never reached 
the licart, or even tbc understanding, of the imjietuons youths ; but 
the more obedient troojjs resisted the solicitations of Caracalla, and 
proclaimed both brothers emperors of Rome. The new princes socn 
left the Caledonians in ])eace, returned to the capital, and were 
cheerfully acknowledged as lawful sovereigns by the senate, tlie 
people, and the i)rovinccs. Some pre-eminence of rank seems to 
have b(ien allowed to the older brother ; but they both administered 
the cmi>irc with equal and independent poAver. Such a divided form 
of government would have proved a source of discord between the 
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most afToctionate brothers. It was impossible that it could lon;^ 
suV)sist bclwceu two im])lacablo enemies, who neither desired nor 
could trust a reconciliation. On their return to llonic their motlier 
endeavoured to effect a reconciliation between them ; but while tliey 
were conversing in her apartment, some centurions, who had con- 
trived to conceal themselves, rushed with drawn swords upon llie 
unfortunate (iota. His distracted mother strove to protect him in 
her arms ; but, in the unavailing struggle, she was wounde<l in tlm 
hand, and covered with the blood of lier younger son, wlule she 
saw the elder animating and assisting the fury of tlie 
(rd). 27, A. D. 212), To secure (he support of the s()Mi('rs, ( ara< 
(listril)ute(l in one lavish donative the accumulated trc'asures li > 
father’s reign. 

§ 2. 3'he crime went not im]mnished. Neither husiness, ii« 
pleasure, nor flattery, could def<*inl (..’aracalla from the stings 
guilty C(*nscience ; and he confessed, in the anguish of a tortrr* <! 
mind, that his disordered fancy often hehehl tlu* angry forms of i.is 
father and his brotlu'r rising into life to thr(‘aten and upbraid 1 ‘m, 
The eouseiousness of his crime siioiild liave induced him to eonvinee 
mankind, by the virtues of his riugn, that the Moody deed hiul iK'en 
the involuntary ctTect C)f fatal necessity. Ihit the re} (yifance of 
Caracalla only |)rom{)ted liim to remove from the world wJiatev'er 
could remind hijii of his guilt, or recall the inciuory of his iinmJered 
brother. It was computed tliat, umler llie vague appellation of the 
friends of Geta, above twcuity thousand persons of both sexes suffc'red 
death. Among the victims of his cruelty was the celebrated Tapi- 
nian, the Praiha’ian pu’affcct under Sevcnis. After tlie murder of 
Geta, rapinian was commanded to exert the pOAvers of his skill and 
eloquence in a stiulied apology for tliat atrocious deed. “ d'hat it 
vv%as easier to commit than to justify a j)aiTicid«%” was the glorious 
re|)ly of rapinian ; wlio did not hesitate hetweoii tlie loss of life and 
tliat of honour. Such irjtre[)id virtue, wliich liad escaped pure and 
unsullied from the intrigues of courts, the habits of business, and 
the arts of his profession, reflects more lustre on the memory of 
Pa}uniaTi than all his great employments, liis numerous writings, 
and the suj)cnor reputation as a lawyer wliich ho lias preserved 
til rough every age of the Koman jurisprudence. 

§ 3. The tyranny of Tiberius, Nero, and Dornitian, who resided 
almost constantly at Pome or in the adjacent villas, Avas confined to 
the senatorial and equestrian orders. But Caracalla Avas the common 
enemy of mankind. He left the capital (and lie never returned to 
it) about a year after the murder of ( >’eta. fl’he rest of his reign was 
spent in ti e several provinces of the emigre, particularly those of 
the Past, and every jiroviiicc was, by turns, the scene of his rapine 
and cruelty. In the midst of peace, and upon the slightest provoca- 
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tiou, he issued his commands at Alexandria, in Egypt, for a general 
massacre. From a secure post in the temple of Serapis, he viewed 
and directed the slaughter of many thousand citizens, as well as 
strangers, without distinguishing either the nuniher or the crime of 
the sufferers ; since, as he coolly infoi*med the senate, all the Alex- 
andrians, those who had ixjrislied, and those who had escaped, were 
alike guilty. Caracalla, however, U)ok care to secure the affections 
of the army. He increased their i)ay, encouraged their insolent 
familiarity, and affected to imitate the dress and manners of a 
common soldier. As long as his vices were beneficial to his armies 
he was secure from the danger of rebellion. A secret conspiracy, 
provoked by his own jealousy, was fatal to the tyrant, ^'he Tra;- 
torian pi*aifccturc was divided between two ministers. The mili- 
tary deijartrnent was intrusted to Adventus, an experienced rather 
than an able soldier; and the civil affairs were transjicted by Opilius 
Macrinus, who, by his dexterity in business, had raised himself, 
with a fair character, to that high office. An African soothsiiyer 
had predicted that Macrinus and his son were destined to reign over 
tlic empire. The report was soon diffused tliroiigh the province ; 
and when the man was sent in chains to Rome, he still asserted, in 
the presoucc of the ])radect of the city, the faith of his prophecy. 
Tliat magistrate, who ha<l received the most j)n'ssing instructions to 
inform himself of the of Caracalla, immediately commu- 

nicated the examination of the African to the rm])erial court, which 
at that time rcsidcul in Syria, ff’he ein])oror received the letters 
from Rome ; and, as lie was then engaged in the conduct c*f a 
3hariot-raco, he delivered them uno])cned to tlio Rradoriaii praffect, 
directing him to despatch tlie ordinary affairs, and to report tlio 
more important business that might be contained in them. ^Ma- 
crinus read his fate and resolved to prevent it. lie inflam(‘d the 
discontents of some inferior officers, and cmploycfl the hand of 
Martialis, a desperate soldier, avIio had been refused the rank of 
centurion. The devotion of (.’aracalla ]u*om])ted him to make a 
pilgrimage from Kdcssa to the celebrated temple of the Moon at 
Carrha^. He was murdered upon the road by IMartialis (March 
A. 1 ). 217). Such was the cud of a monster whose life disgraced 
human nature, and whoso reign accused the patience of tlie 
Romans. 

§ 4. One important event in the reign of Caracalla must not bo 
jiassod over in silence. An edict of this emperor conimnnicatod to 
all the free inhabitants of the em]iirc tlio name and privileges of 
Roman citizens. His liberality flowed not, however, from the 
sentiments of a generous min<l ; he found liimsclf under the neces- 
sity of gratifying the insatiable avarice wdiich lie had excited in tho 
army, and ho granted a wortliless x>rivilege in order to extort a largo 

c 3 
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revenue. Augustus bad imposed upon Koman citizens a tax of 
five per cent, on all legacies and inbcritanocs. 'Jliis tax was one of 
the most productive in the empire, and Caracalla therefore com- 
pelled the reluctant provincials to assume the vain title and the real 
obligations of Homan citizens. Nor was the rapacious son of 
Severus contented with such a measure of taxation as had apt^eared 
suflicient to his moderate predecessors. Instead of a twentieth lie 
exacted a tenth of all legacies and inheritances ; and during liis 
reign (for tlic ancient iiroportion uas restored after his death) he 
crushed alike every part of the empire under the weight of his iron 
sceptre. 

§ 5. After the extinction of the house of Severus, the T’ornan 
world remained three days withotit a inastiT. 'J’lie troojis Avith some 
reluctance proclaimed Macrinus cmjicror, for they despised Iiis 
military talents and suspected Ids jjcrsonal courage. The senate 
of course ratified the choice of the army ; but they were indignant 
that a man of equestrian rank should dare to invest hiniseU with 
the purple, instead of bestowing it on some distinguished senator, 
equal in birth and dignity to the si>lendonr of the Imperial station. 
Macrinus might liavc despised the murmurs of the senate, if he lja<l 
ix)ssessed the aflections of the army. 'J'o alienate the sohlicrs, and 
to provoke inevitable ruin, tlic character of a reformer was only 
wanting ; and such was the peculiar hardship of his fate, that 
Macrinus was com])elled to exercise that invidious office. The ])ro- 
digality of Caracalla had left behind it a long train of ruin and 
disorder ; and if that Avorthlcss tyrant had been capable of reflecting 
on the sure consequences of his own conduct, he would perhaps 
have enjoyed the dark prospect of the distress and calamities which 
he bequeathed to his successors. In the management of this nec(is- 
sary reformation, Macrinus proceeded with prudence. To the soldiers 
already engaged in the service he was constrained to leave the 
dangerous jirivi leges and extravagant pay given by Caracalla ; but 
the new recruits were received on the more moderate though liberal 
establishment of Severus, and gradually formed to modesty and 
obedience. One Altai error destroyed the salutary effects of tin's 
judicious plan. The numerous army assembled in the East by the 
late emperor, instead of being immediately disjicrsed by Macrinus 
tlirongli the several provinces, ivas suflered to remain united in 
Syria during tlic winter that followed his elevation. In the luxu- 
rious idleness of their quarters, tlic troops viewed their stmngth and 
numbers, communicated their comjilaints, and revolved in their 
minds the advantages of another revolution, fllie murmurs of the 
army swelled with impunity into seditions clamours ; and the 
partial mutinies betrayed a spirit of discontent and disaffection that 
waited only for the slightest occasion to break out on every side into 
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a general rebellion. To minds thus disposed the occasion soon 
presented itself. 

§ 6. The empress Julia had descended with a painful struggle 
into the condition of a subject, and soon withdrew herself, by a 
voluntary death, from the anxious and humiliating dependence. 
Julia xda'.sa, her sister, was ordered to leave the court and Antioch. 
She retired to Kmesa with an immense fortune, the fruit of twenty 
years' favour, accompanied by her two daughters, Soasmias and 
Mama^a, each of whom was a widow, and each had an only son. 
Jlassianus, for that was the name of the sou of Soaimias, was con- 
secrated to the honourable ministry of high priest of the Sun ; and 
this holy vocation, embraced either from prudence or superstition, 
contributed to raise the Syrian youth to the empire of Home. A 
numerous body of troops was stationed at Emesa. The soldiers, 
wlio resorted in crowds to the temple of the Sun, beheld with vene- 
ration and delight the elegant dress and figure of the young j)ontilf ; 
they recognised, or they tiioiight that they recognised, the features 
of Caracalla, whose meinoi-y they now adored. I’lic artful Ma\s.a 
saw and chcrislied their rising j>artiality, and rea<lily sacrificing her 
daughter's reputation to the fortune of her grandson, she insinuated 
that Jlagsianus was the natural son of their murdered sovereign. 
The sums distributed by lier emissaries with a lavish liand silenced 
every objection. I’he young Antoninus (for he had assumed and 
I)olluted that rcs[:ectable name) was declared emix.Tor by tlie troops 
of Jhnesa (May IG, A. i). 218), asserted his hereditary right, and 
called aloiul on the armies to follow the standard of a young and 
liberal prince, who had taken up arms to revenge his father’s death 
and tlic oj)pression of the military order. Ilis cause was rapidly 
(ispoused by the cauii)s and garrisons of Syria, and he soon found 
himself at the head of a formidable body of troops. At length 
Macrinus marched out of Antioch, to meet the increasing and 
zealous army of tlie young pretender. In the heat of the battle 
Macriniis betrayed Ijis own cause by a shameful and precipitate 
flight. Ilis cowardice served only to jirotract his life a few days, 
and to stamp deserved ignominy on his misfortunes. His son 
Diadumonianus, upt)ii whom lie liad conferred the Imperial title, 
was involved in tlic same fate (June 7, a. d. 218). I'lie contending 
parties of the Roman army united under the banners of the imagined 
son of Caracalla, and tlic lOast acknowledged with jbeasure the first 
emperor of Asiatic extraction. 

§ 7. Tlie new cmjieror wasted many months in his luxurious pro- 
gress from Syria to Italy, passed at Kicomedia his first winter after 
his victory, and deferred till the ensuing summer his triumphal entry 
into the capital. A faithful picture, however, which preceded his 
arrival, and was placed by liis immediate order over the altar of 
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Victory in the senate-house, conveyed to the Eomans a just hut 
unworthy resemblance of his person and manners. He was drawn 
in his sacerdotal robes of silk and gold, aft(tr the loose flowing 
fashion of the Medes and riia'iiicians ; his head was covered witli a 
lofty tiara, his nuraeroiis collars and bracelets were adorned with 
gems of an inestiinahio value, llis eyebrows were tinged with 
black, and his cliecks i)ainted with an artificial red and white. The 
grave senators confessed with a sigh, that, after having long ex- 
perienced the stern tyranny of their own countrymen. Koine was 
at length humbled beneath the effeminate luxury of Oricidal 
des])otisin. 

The Sun was worshipped at Emesa, iiiidcr the name of EJaga-- 
balus, and under the form of a black conical 
stone, which, as it was universally believed, 
liad fallen from heaven on that sacred place. 
To this protecting deity, Antoninus, not 
without some reason, ascribed Ids elevation 
to the throncj. dis})lay of superstitious 

gratitude was the only serious business of 
llis reign. Tlic triuinpli of the god of Emosa 
over all the religions of the oartluwas the 
great object of his zeal and vanity ; and flic 
ajjpellation of Elagabalus (for ho presumed 
as iDontiff and favourite to adopt that sacred 
him than all the titles of Imperial great- 
ness. In a solemn ^iroccssion through the streets of Home the way 
was strewed Avitli gold-dust; the black stone, set in ])rccious gems, 
was placed on a cliariot drawn by six milk-white liorses richly ca- 
parisoned. In a magnificent temple raised on the Talatine Mount, 
the sacrifices of the god Elagabalus were celebrated witli every 
circumstance of cost and solemnity. To this temple, as to tlio 
common centre of religious worship, the Imperial fanatic attempted 
to remove the Ancilia, the Palladium, and all tlic sacred pledges of 
the faith of Numa. 

'I'hc young emperor, comiptcd by his youth, his country, and his 
fortune, abandoned himself to the grossest pleasures with ungo- 
verned fury, and soon found disgust and satiety in the midst of his 
enjoyments. To confound the order of seasons and climates, to 
sj)ort with the passions and prejudices of liis subjects, and to subvert 
every law of nature and decency, were in the number of his most 
delicious amusements. Even the licentious soldiers, who had raised 
him to the throne, blushed at their ignominious choice, and turned 
with disgust from that monster to contemplate with pleasure the 
opening virtues of his cousin Alexander, the son of Mamnea. The 
crafty M.'esa, sensible that her grandson Elagabalus must inevitahlv 
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destroy himself by his own vices, had provided another and surci 
support of her family. Slie liad persuaded the young emperor to 
adopt Alexander and to invest him with the title of Caisar(A.D. 
221), that his own divine occupations might be no longer inter- 
rupted by th i care of tlie earth. In the second rank that amiable 
j)rinco soon accpiired tlic aflbetions of the soldiers, and excited the 
tyrant’s jealousy. The report of the dc'atli ot Alexander, and the 
natural suspicion that ho had been murdered, inflamed tlie ])aysion3 
of the soldiers into fury, and tlie tomiKJst of the camp could only bo 
appeased by the presence and authority of the ])opular youth. 
ITovoked at tliis insiance of their aflection for his cousin, and their 
contempt for his j^erson, the eiiij>eror ventured to punish some of 
the leaders of the mutiny. Ilis unseasonnblo severity proved 
instantly fatal to liis minions, liis niotlier, and himself. Klaga- 
balus was massacred by the indignant Pradorians, his mutilated 
corpse dragged through the streets of the city and thrown into the 
Tiber (March 10, A. t>. 222). His memory was branded with 
eternal infamy by the senate, the justice of whose decree has been 
rati lied by posterity. 

§ 8. In the room of J*]lagabaliis his cousin Alexander was raised 
to the tlw'one by the Prietorian guanls. His ndation to the family 
of Severus, whoso name ho assumed, was the same as that of his 
predecessor ; his virtue and his danger had already endeared him 
to the Homans, and the eager liberality of the senate conferred upon 
him in one day the various titles and powers of the Imperial dig- 
nity. Put as Alexander was a modest and dutiful youth of only 
seventeen years of figc, the reins of government were in the liands 
of two women, of liis mother Mamaea, ami of Mmsa his grandmother. 
After the death of the latter, who survived but a short time the 
elevation of Alexander, Mama*a remained the sole rc'gent of lior son 
and of the empire. 1'he general tenor of her administration was 
equally for the benelit of her son and of the empire. With the 
a])])robation of the senate she chose sixteen of the wisest and most 
virtuous senators as a ])er[>etual council of state, before whom every 
jinblic business of moment was debated and determined. The 
celebrated Ulpian, equally distinguished by bis knowledge of, and 
liis respect for, the laws of Home, was at their head; and the pru- 
dent firmness of this aristocracy restored order and authority to tlio 
government. 

Alexander himself was distinguished by his love of learning, by 
his virtues, and by his laborious attention to the duties of his high 
office. Tire simple journal of his ordinary occupations exhibits n 
pleasing picture of an accomplished emperor. Alexander rose early ; 
the first moments of the day were consecrated to private devotion, 
and his domestic chapel was filled with tlie images of tliosc heroes 
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who, by improving or reforming Jmman life, had deserved the 
grateful reverence of posterity. The gi’eatcst part of his morning 
hours was employed in his council, where he discussed public affairs, 
and determined private causes, with a patience and discretion above 
his years. The dryness of business was relieved by tlie clianns of 
literature; and a portion of time was always set apart for his 
favourite studies of poetry, history, and philosophy. The works of 
Yirgil and Horace, the Republics of Plato and Cicero, foraied his 
taste, enlarged his understanding, and gave him the noblest ideas of 
man and government. The exercises of the body succeeded to those 
of the mind; and Alexander, who was tall, active, and robust, sur- 
passed most of his equals in tlio gymnastic arts. Refreshed by the 
use of the hath and a slight dinner, he resumed, with new vigour, 
the hiisiness of the day; and, till the hour of supper, the principal 
meal of the Romans, he was attended hy his secretaries, with whom 
he read and answered the multitude of letters, memorials, and peti- 
tions, that must have hc'cii addressed to the master of tlie gi-i*atcst 
part of the world. His table \vas served woth the most frugal sim- 
plicity ; and wlicncver he was at liberty to consult Ins own in- 
clination, tlio company consisted a few select friends, men of 
learning and virtue, amongst wlaan TJlpian was constantly* invited. 
Their conversation was familiar and instructive; and tlie pauses 
were occasionally enlivened hy the recital of some ]deasing com- 
position, which supi)lied the place of the dancers, comedians, and 
even gladiators, so frequently summoned to tlie tables of the rich 
and luxurious Romans. 

§ 9. Since the accession of Gommodus the Roman world had 
exj^crienced, during the term of 40 years, the successive and various 
vices of four tyrants. From the death of Elagahaliis it enjoyed an 
auspicious calm of 13 years. But the state of the army still excited 
the liveliest apprehension. The long licence in which they had 
been indulged rendered them impatient of the restraints of discipline, 
and careless of the blessings of public tranquillity. A reformation 
was absolutely necessary for the safety of the state ; and Alexander 
laboured by the most gentle arts to inspire the fierce multitude with 
a sense of duty, and to restore at least a faint image of that disci- 
pline to which the Romans owed their empire over so many other 
nations as warlike and more powerful than themselves. But his 
prudence was vain, and the attempt towartls a reformation served 
only to inflame the ills it was meant to cure. His abilities were 
inadequate to the difficulties of his situation ; and his virtues, as 
well as the vices of Elagabalus, contracted a tincture of weakness 
and effeminacy from the soft climate of Syria, of which he was a 
native. He was obliged to sacrifice to the fury of the guards their 
proefect TJlpian, the friend of the laws and the people, whom the 
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soldiers regarded as their enemy, and to whose pernicious counsels 
they imputed every scheme of reformation. The tyranny of the 
army threatened with instant death the most faithful ministers who 
were suspected of an intention to arrest their intoleral:i.e disorders. 
The historian Dion Cassius had commanded the Tannonian legions 
with the spirit of ancient discipline. Their hrctliren of Rome, em- 
hracing the common cause of military licence, demand(jd the head 
of the reformer. Rut in this instance Alexander, instead of yielding 
to their seditious clamours, a])pointed him his colleague in the con- 
sulship ; but, apt)rehensivc of the wratli of tlic soldiers, he retired, 
by the emiDcror’s advice, from the city, and spent the greatest jiart 
of his consulship in Campania. 

§ 10. In the fourth year of the reign of Alexander Severus (a.d. 
22G) an im[)ortaut revolution occurred in 
Asia, which exercised a fatal inlhience upon 
the declining empire of Rome. In this year 
the formidahlo power of the Parthiaus, which 
spread from India to the; frontiers of Syria, 
was suhverted hy Ardshir, or Artaxerxes, 
the founder of a new dynasty, which, under 
the naiuc of Sassaiiidu^, governed Persia till 
the invasion of the Arabs. Artaxerxes liad 
served with great reputation in tlie armies of 
Artahanus, the last king of the Partliians, 
and it appears that he was driven into exile 
and rebellion by royal ingratitude, the cus- 
tomary reward for suiiciior merit. llis birth „ 

wai} obscure ; but be claimed to Ix) descended 

from a branch of the ancient kings of Persia, and as the lineal heir 
of the monarchy lie asserted his right to the throne. The Partliians 
were defeated in three great battles. In the last of these their king, 
Artahanus, was slain, and the spirit of the nation was for ever 
broken. 4'hc antliori ty of Artaxerxes was solemnly acknowledged 
in a great assembly held at Raich in Khorasan. Ilo restored the 
Magian religion in its ancient splendour, and prohibited the exercise 
of every wursl) ip cxce])t that of Zoroaster. At the head of a nu- 
merous and disciplined army, lie visited in person every province 
of I’ersia. The defeat of the boldest rebels, and the reduction of the 
strongest fortifications, ditViised the terror of his arms, and jircpaved 
tlie way for the peaceful reception of his authority. An obstinate 
resistance was fatal to tlie chiefs; but their followers were treated 
with Iculty. A cheerful submission was rewarded with honours 
and riclies^ llis kingdom was on every side bounded by the sea, or 
by great rivers, — by the Kiijibrates, the Tigris, the Araxes, the O.mis, 
and the lixliis; hy the Caspian Sea and the Culf of Persia. 
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§ 11. As soon as tho ambitious mind of Artaxerxes had triumphed 
over the resistance of his vassals, he bej^aii to tlircaten the iioioh- 
bouring states, who, durin*^ tho long slninber of his ])redcccssors, 
had insulted Persia with impunity, lie obtained some easy vic- 
tories over the wild ^^cythians and the eneminalc Indians ; but tho 
Hoznans were an enemy who, by their past injuries and present 
power, deserved tlie utmost eftbrts of his arms. A ibrty years’ tran- 
quillity, tho fruit of valour and moderation, had succeeded the vie- 
torics of Trajan. During the jxjriod tliat elapsed from the accession 
of Marcus to the reign of Alexander, tho Roman and the Parthian 
empires were twice engaged in w'ar ; and although the wliole strengtli 
of the Arsacidaj contended with a part only of the forces of Homo, 
the event was most commonly in favour of the latter. Macriniis, 
indeed, prompted by his ]:)rccarious situation and pusillanimous 
temper, purchased a peace at the expense of near two millions of our 
money ; but the generals of Marcus, the emperor Severtis, and his 
son, erected many troidiies in Armenia, Mcso])otaniia, and Assyria. 
Among their exploits, the imperfect relation of which would Ijavc 
unseasonably interrupted the more important series of domestic 
revolutions, we shall only m<*ntion the rcxxjated calamities of tho 
two great cities of Selcucia and Ctesiphon. • 

Selcucia, on the western hank of the Tigris, about 45 miles to 
tlic north of ancient Babylon, was the capital of tho Macedonian 
coiKpiests in Dpper Asia. Many ages after the fall of their empire, 
Scleiicia retained the general characters of a Grecian colony — arts, 
military virtue, and the love of freedom. Ctesi])hon liad been found(*d 
by the Parthians on the eastern hank of the ’figris, at the distance 
of only tlireo miles from Selcucia. Under tlie reign of Marcus, the 
Roman generals penetrated as far as Ctesiphon and Selcucia. ’They 
were received as friends by the Greek colony ; they attacked as 
enemies the seat of the Partlnan kings; yet both cities experienced 
tiic same treatment (a.d. 1G5). Tlic sack and conflagration of 
Selcucia, with the massacre of 300,000 of the inhabitants, tarni she'd 
the glory of the Roman triumph. Selcucia, already exhaustc'd by 
the neighhourhe)od of a teio powerful rival, sunk under the fatal 
blow ; but Cte3siplion, in about 33 years, liad sufficiently rece)vered 
its strength to maintain an obstinate siege against the cmjuTor 
Severus (a. d. 198). The city was, however, taken by assault ; tho 
king, who defended it in person, escapeel with precipitation ; an 
hundred thousand captives and a rich booty rewarded the fatigues 
of the Roman soldiers. Notwithstanding these misfortunes, Ctesi- 
]>lion succeeded to Babylon and to Selcucia as one of the great 
capitals of the East. 

From these successful inroads tho Homans derived no real or 
lasting ])enefit ; nor did they attempt to preserve such distant con- 
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quests, separated from the provinces of the empire by a large tract 
of intermediate desert. The reduction of the kingdom of Osrhoene 
was an acquisition of less splendour indeed, but of a far more solid 
advantage. That little state occupied the northern and most fertile 
part of Mesopotamia, between the Euphrates and the Tigris. Edcssa, 
its cafiital, was situated about 20 miles beyond the former of those 
rivers, and the inhabitants, since the time of Alcxnndcr, were a 
mixed race of (Irccks, Arabs, KSyrians, and Armenians. The feeble 
sovci-eigns of Osrh(Xjnc, placed on the dangerous verge of two con- 
tending cnq)ires, were attached from inclination to the Parthian 
cause ; but the superior power of Rome exacted from them a re- 
luctant homage, which is still attested by their medals. After the 
conclusion of the J'artliian war under Marcus, it was judged prudent 
to secure some substantial pledges of their doubtful fidelity. Ports 
were constructed in several x)arts of the country, and a Roman gar- 
rison was fixed in the strong town of Nisibis. Daring the troubles 
that followed the death of Coinmodus, the princes (if Osrhoene 
attempted to shake oil* the yoke ; but the stern ];olicy of Sevorus 
confirmed their (le[)cndcnce, and the ]>erfidy of Caracalla completed 
the easy conquest. Abgams, the last king of Edcssa, was sent in 
chains k) Ronu^, liis dominions rcduccid into a province, and his 
capital dignified with the rank of cohmy (a.d, 21G) ; and thus the 
Romans, liboTif ten years before the fall of the Parthian monarchy, 
ohtained a firm and permanent establishment beyond the Euphrates, 
§ 12. Prudence as well as glory might have justified a war on 
lluj side of Artaxerxes, had his views been confined to th.e defence 
or the acquisition of a useful frontier. But the ambitious Persian 
openly avowed a far more extensive design of conquest ; he claimed 
all the dominions which had belonged to Cyrus, tlio founder of the 
Persian monarchy, and sent an embassy to Alexander commanding 
tlic Romans instantly to depart from all the provinces of his 
ancestors, and, yielding to the Persians the empire of Asia, to 
<X)iitcnt themselves wdth the undisturbed possession of Euroj'K^. 
^J’he war which followed (a. d. 233) is differently related. Al- 
though Alexander, in an oration delivered to the senate, claimed a 
brilliant victory over the Persians, he appears in reality to have 
ohtained no advantage over the enemy, and to have led back to 
Antioch an army diminished by sickness, and provoked by disajv 
pointment. But at the same time the Persian monarch had lost 
the flower of his troops, in several obstinate engagements against 
tlie veteran legions of Rome. Even his victories had weakened his 
power. Tlic favourable opportunities of the absence of Alexander, 
and of the confusions that followed that emperor’s death, pre- 
sented themselves in vain to Ids ambition. Instead of expelling 
the Romans, as he pretended, from the continent of Asia, ho found 
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himself unable to wrest from tlicir hands the little province or 
Meaoi)otamia. 

The reic^ii of Artaxcrxes, which from the last defeat of the Var- 
thians lasted only fourteen years, forms a memorable a‘ra in the 
history of the East, and even in that of Koine. His character seems 
to have been marked by those bold and cominaiuling fealiircs that 
generally distinguish the princes who conquer, from tJiose wlio in- 
herit, an empire. Till the last period of the Persian monarchy his 
code of laws was respected as the groundwork of their civil and 
religious policy. He hequeathed his new empire .and his ambitious 
designs against the Romans to Saj^or, a son not iinwortliy of liis 
great father ; but tliose designs were too extensive lor tlie ]>ower of 
Persia, and served only to involve botli nations in «'i lung series of 
destructive wars and reciprocal calamities. 

§ 13. The unsuccessful event of the Persian wars had degraded 
the military reputation of Alexander and inflamed the discontent of 
the soldiers. Maximiu, a soldier of fortune, who liad risen from the 
condition of a Thracian peas.ant to the higliest commands in the 
army, turned the discontent of the soldiers to his own advant.age. 
His emissaries upbraided tlic troops for su])])orting with ignominious 
patience during thiricen years the vexatious discipline inqiosed by 
an olleminate Syri.an, the timid shave of bis motlier and tlie senate. 
It was time, they said, to cast .away tliat useless ph.antom of the 
civil power, and to elect for their prince and general a real soldier, 
educated in camps, exercised in war, who would assert the glory 
and distribute among his conqianions the tre.asures of the empire. 
A great army was at that time assembled on the hanks of the 
llliine, imdiT the command of the om|.eror himself, who, almost 
immediately after liis return from the J’orsinn war, had Ih'C'u obliged 
to march .against the h.arbari.ans of Germany. 'J'lie important care 
of training and reviewing the new levies was entrusted to Alaxi- 
min. One day, as he entered the field of exercise, the troops 
saluted liim em|X5roi*, and hastened to consummate their rebellion 
by the murder of Alexander Severus. The son of Mama a, betrayed 
.and deserted, withdrew into his tent, desirous .at least to conceal his 
appro<aching fate from the insults of the multitude. He. w.as soon 
followed by a ti-ibiine .and some centurions, the ministers of d('ath ; 
but inste.ad of receiving with manly resolution the inevitable 
stroke, liis unavailing cries and entreaties disgraced tlic last mo- 
ments of his life, and converted into contempt some portion of the 
just pity which his innocence and misfortunes must insjnre. H^s 
mother Mamaea perished with her son (March 19, A. i). 235). 
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UnifJNS OF MAXnnX, TIIK two GOUDIAXS, MAXIMUS AXD BATiBlXrP, 

• TIIK TinilD GOUDTAN, AXD I'llJIAF. 

§ 1. and foritiTn's of Maximix. § 2. lie sntcooils Alexander Scvenis • 

his cnu>l(y. §.‘3, Kleclion <tf flie two (JoiiOlANS in Africa: their death, 
§ 4. Election of ]\fAxriMi;s and Baijiixus hy tiie Senate. § 5. Siege of 
Aqiiileia by Maxiiniii : death of Maxiiain. § G. JMassacre of Maximus and 
Balhiinis. §7. lioign of the third ( JoitniAX. §8. Reign of Philip : he 
<*« deb rates the secular games, 

§ 1. ATaximin \vas descended from a mixed race of barbarians, llis 
t.atlier was II f lotli, and his imdlier of the lace of the Alaiii, The 
emperor Severus, returning from an eastern expedition, halted in 
Tlirace, to cclehralo willi military games the birthday of his younger 
son, Geta. U'he country flocked in crowds to behold tlieir sove- 
reign, and a young barbarian of gigantic stature earnestly solicited, 
in his rude dialect, that he might bo allowed to contend fe*r tbc 
prize of wrestling. As the in ide of discipline would liave been dis- 
graced in the overthrow^ of a Roman soldier hy a 'Idiraciaii peasant, 
he \vi\s matched Avith the stoutest followers of tije camp, sixteen of 
whom he siicces.sively laid on the ground. His victory was rc- 
Avarded by some trilling gifts and a ]jorinission to enlist in the 
troops. The next day tlio ha))py barbarian Avas distinguished above 
a crowd of recjTiits, dancing aiul exulting after tbc fashion of his 
country. As soon as he peiceived that he had fittractcd the cin- 
peror’s notice, he instantly ran up to his liorsc, and followed him 
on foot, without the least aj>pt.ai*ancc of fatigue, in a long and ra}»i(l 
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career. “Thracian,” said Scvcrus, with astonishment, “art thon 
disposed to wrestle after thy race?” “Most willingly, Sir,” rc- 
XAied the unwearied youth ; and, almost in a hreatli, overthrew 
seven of tlic strongest soldiers in the army. A gold collar was 
the prize of his matchless vigour and activity, and he was 
immediately appointed to serve in the horse-guards, who always 
attended on the person of the sovereign. This barbarian, after- 
wards known by the name of Maxiinin, displayed on every occasion 
a valour equal to his strength, and his native fierceness was soon 
tempered or disguised hy the knowledge of tlie world. llnder 
the reign of Severus and his son, he obtained the rank of cen- 
turion, -with the fiivoiir and esteem of both those princes, tlie 
former of whom was an excclhnt judge of merit. (Jratitnde for- 
bade Maximin to serve under the assassin of Caracalla. Honour 
taught him to decline the effeminate insults of Klagahaliis. On 
the accession of Alexander he returned to court, and was placed by 
that prince in the command of the fourth legion. 

§ 2. The murder of Alexander Sevenis had placed Maximin upon 
the throne (a.d. 235). Ilis mean and barbarian origin, his savage 
apix^arance, and his total ignorance of the arts and institutions of civil 
life, formed a very unfavourable contrast wdth the amiable' manners 
of the unhappy Alexander. His dark and sanguinary soul was open 
to every suspicion against those among lus subjects who were tlu? 
most distinguished by ihciv birth or merit. Whenever he was 
alarmed witli the sound of treason, his cruelty was unhounded and 
unrelenting. Italy and the wliolo empire were infested with innu- 
merable spies and informers. On the slightest accusation, the first 
of the Homan nobles were chained on tlie public carriages, au<l Imr- 
ried away to the emperor’s iircsence. Confiscation, exile, or siinjile 
death, were esteemed nncoiiimou instances of his lenity. Some of 
the unfortunate sufferers he ordered to be sewed up in the liides of 
slaughtered animals, others to be exposed to wild beasts, others 
again to be beaten to death with clubs. During the three years of his 
reign he disdained to visit cither Home or Itnly. His camp, occa- 
siormlly removed from the banks of the Hhinc to those of tlie 
Danube, was the seat of his stern despotism, which trampled on 
every principle of law and justice, and was supported hy the avo\V(vd 
power of the sword, l^o man of noble birth, elegant accomidish- 
ments, or knowledge of civil business, was suffered near his person ; 
and the court of a Homan emperor revived the idea of tliose ancient 
chiefs of slaves and gladiators, whose savage power had left a deep 
impression of terror and detestation. 

As long as the cruelty of Maximin was confined to the illustrious 
senators, the body of the people viewed their sufferings with indif- 
ference, or pcrliaps with pleasure. But the tyrant’s avarice, stirnu- 
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lated by the insatiate desires of the soldiers, at length attacked tlie 
public iiroperty. Every city of the empire was i)ossessed of an 
independent revenue, destincxl to ijurchasc corn for the multitude, 
and to supply the expenses of the games and eiitertaiiiineiits. By 
a single act of authority, the whole mass of wealth was at once 
confiscated for the use of the Imperial treasury. The temples were 
stripped of their most valuable offerings of gold and silver, and the 
statues of gods, heroes, and emperors, were melted down and coined 
into money. 'J'hroughout the Koman world a general cry of indig- 
nation was heard, imploring vengeance on the comiiion enemy of 
human kind; and at length, by an act of private oppression, a 
}x;accful and unarmed province was driven into rebellion against 
him. 

§ 3. The procurator of Africa had ])ronounced an inicjiiitous si ii- 
tcncc against some opulent youths of that country, tlic execution of 
wliich would have stripped them of far the greater part of Iheir 
patrimony. In this extremit}^ a resolution that must either com- 
plete or prevent their ruin was dictated hy despair. Tliey assas- 
sinated the ])rocurator, erected the standard of rehc'llion against the 
sovereign of the Eomaii empire, and compelled Gordiamis, the pro- 
consul of the province, to accept the Imperial pur[)le (February, a. d. 
238). (jordiaiuis was more than fourscore years of age. His family 
was one of the most illuslrions of the Komaii senate. On the 
father’s side lie w'as descended from the Gracchi ; on his mother's, 
from the emperor Trajan. A great estate enabled him to support 
tli(5 dignity of liis birtli, and in the enjoyment of it lie disj'layed an 
elegant taste and beneficent disposition. His long life was inno- 
cently spent ill tlie study of letters and the ]Kaecful honours of 
Home ; and, till lie was named ]m)c<)nsul of Africa hy the voice of 
the Si'iiato and tlie ajijirohation of Alt'xandt'r, he apjiears prudently 
to have declined the command of armies and the goveriinieiit of 
provinces. With the venerable jinxjonsul, his son, avIio had accom- 
panied him into Africa as his lieutenant, was likewise declared em- 
peror. Ilis manners were less jmre, hut his character was equally 
amiable with that of his father. As soon as the Gordians had 
aj)]icascd the first tumult of a ixqnilar election they removed their 
court to Carthage*, and sent a deputation to Home to solicit the 
approbation of the senate. 

The inclinations of the senate were neither doubt ful nor divide'll. 
Q he birth and noble alliances of the Gorelians liad intimately con- 
nected them with the most illuslrioiis liouscs of Borne. Their 
mild administration opened the llattering jirospect of the restoration, 
not only o( tlic civil hut even of tlie republican government. M’hc 
hatred of Maxiniin tow’ards the senate was declared and implacable i 
the tamest auhmission luid not ajipeasal his fury, the most cautious 
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innocence would not remove liis siis]>icioiis ; niid cN cn tlic care of 
t\\e\Y own safety nrj^cd tlicin to sliare tlio fortune of an onlerj>risc, 
of wliicli (if unsuccessful) tliey were sure to be tlie first victims. 
Accordingly, by an unanimous decree, the election of the Gonluins 
was ratilied ; Maxiiniii, liis son, and bis adlicj'cnts were pronounced 
enemies of their country ; the capital of the empire achnoAvIedged 
with transport the authority of the two Gortlians and tlic senate ; 
and the examjdc of Dome was followed by tlie rest of Italy. 

The senate assumed the reins of government, aiul, willi a calm 
intrepidity, pre])ar('d to vindicate by arms tlie cause of freedom. 
The defence of Italy was ijitrusted to twt'iity consular senators. 
Each was appointed to act in liis re.spcctivc department, authorised 
to enrol and cliscijdinc tlic Italian youth, and instructed to fortify 
the ports and highways against the impeinling invasion of Maximin. 
But, while the cause of the Gordians was embraced with such 
ditfusivc ardour, the (undians themselves were no more. Tlie 
feeble court of Carthage was alarmed with the rapid a])])V(iacli of 
Capelianus, governor of Mauritania, who, with a small band of 
veterans and a fierce liost of barbarians, attached a faithful but 
unwarlike laovince. 'I'hc younger Gordian sallied out to meet the 
eneni}^ at the head of a few guards, and a numerous uiidjsciplined 
multitude, educah'd in the i)eaceful luxury of Cartilage. His 
useless valour served only to jirocurc him an lionourable death 
on the field of battle, llis aged fatlier, whose reign had not ex- 
reeded oG days, i»ut an end to his life on the first ruiws of the de- 
feat (Marcli, A.D. ‘J3S). Carthago, destitute of defence, opened Jier 
gates to the conqueror, and Africa was cx]iosed to the rapacious 
cruelty of a slave, obliged to satisfy his unrelenting master with a 
large account of blood and treasure. 

§ 4. fiitc of tlic Gordians filled Home Avitli just but unex- 
]»octcd terror. Maximin, implacable by nature and exasperated by 
injuries, was advancing towards Italy at the liead of the military 
force of the empire ; and the senate had no alternative hut either to 
meet him bravely in the field, or tamely to expect the tortures and 
ignominious deatli reserved for unsucce.ssfiil rebellion. They, there- 
fore, conferred the lini>erial dignity upon Maximus and Balbimis, 
two distinguisliod senators, wIjoso virtues and reputation justified 
the most sanguine hopes of (he Homans. The various nature of 
their talents seemed to apjiropriate to each liis peculiar department 
of ])eace and war, without leaving room for jealous emulation. 
Halbinus was an admired orator, a poet of distinguished fame, and 
a wise magistrate, who liad exercised with innocence and applause 
the civil jurisdicliou in alinostall the interior jirovinces of the empire, 
liis birth was noble, liis fortune affluent, his maimers liberal and 
affable. The mind of ^Maximus was fonned in a rougher mould. 
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By his valour and abilities he had raised himself from tlie meanest 
origin to the first cmi)loyinents of the state and army. But the 
licentious multitude demanded that, besides the two emperors 
chosen by the senate, a third should be added of the family of tlie 
Gordians, as a just return of gratitude to those ])rinces who had 
aicrificed their lives for tlie republic. ^J’he senate at first refused j 
but when the populace supported their demand by anus, it was 
considered more prudent to confer tlie title of Ca'sar iii)on the 
grandson of the elder and nephew of tlie younger Gordian, wlio was 
a boy only 13 years of age. 

§ 5. Maximin, nicantimo, bad crossed tlie Alps, and in the month 
of April appeared before the city of Aqiiileia. 3’his city received 
and withstood the shock of the invasion. It \vas defended hy its 
citizens with the greatest bravery; its magazines were ])lentirully 
supplied, and several fountains within the walls assured them of an 
inexhaustible resource of fresh water. The soldiers of Maximin 
were, on the contrary, exposed to the iuchanency of the season, the 
contagion of disease, and the liorrors of famine. In accordance with 
Hie wise orders of the generals of the senate, the cattle had been 
driven away from the surrounding country, the provisions removed 
or destroyed, nor was anything left which could afford either shelter 
or subsistence to an invader. A spirit of despair and disalfection 
began to dilVusc itself among the trooj^s. ’I'hc tierce tcm])cr of the 
tyrant was exasperated by disap]K)intmeiits, which he imputed to 
the cowardice of his army ; and liis wanton and ill-timed cruelty, 
instead of striking terror, insjhx'd hatred and a just desire of re- 
venge. A party of PraTorian guards, who trembled for their wives 
and children in the camp of Alba, near Pome, executed the sentence 
of the senate. Maximin, abandoned by his guards, was slain in his 
tent with his son, wliom lie liad associated to the lionoiirs of the 
purple (May, A. n. 23S). The sight of their heads, borne on the 
point of spears, convinced the citizens of Aquileia that the siege 
was at an end ; the gates of the city were thrown open, a liberal 
market was provided for the hungry troops of ^laximin, and the 
whole army joined in solemn protestations of fidelity to the senate 
and the people of Pome, and to their lawful emperors Maximus and 
Balbinus. yuch was the deserved fate of a brutal savage, destitute, 
as he has generally been reiu*esented, of every sentiment tliat dis- 
tinguishes a civilised, or even a hiiinan being. The Ixuly was suited 
to the soul. The stature of Maximin exceeded the measure of eight 
teet, and circumstances almost incredihle arc related of his matchless 
strength and a]^ixiti(c. Had he lived in a less enlightened age, tra- 
dition and poetry might well have described him as one of tlK)Se 
monstrous giants whoso supernatural power was constantly exerted 
for tlie destruction of mankind. 
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§ 6. It is easier to conceive than to describe the universal joy of 
the Roman world on the fall of the tyrant, the news of which is said 
to have been carried in four days from Aciuileia to Koine, 'i’he 
return of Maximus, who had gone to oppose the tyrant, was a 
trium])hal procession; his colleague and young Gordian went out to 
meet him, and the three princes were received on their entry into 
the capital with the unfeigned acclamations of the senate and ]jcople, 
who xjersuaded themselves that a golden age would succeed to an 
age of iron. The conduct of the two emperors corresi)onded with 
tliese cxi^ectatioiis. They administered justice in ])erson ; and the 
rigour of the one was tempered by the otlier’s clemency, 'fhe 
oppressive taxes with which Maximin had loaded the rights of 
inheritance and succession were repealed, or at least moderated. 
Discipline was revived, and with the advice of tlie senate many 
wise laws wore enacted by their Imperial ministers, who endeavoured 
to restore a civil constitution on the ruins of military tyranny. 
“ What reward may wc expect for delivering Rome from a monster 
was the question asked by Maximus in a moment of freedom luid 
confidence. Balbinus answered it without hesitation, ‘‘ T’hc love 
of the senate, of the peo})le, and of all mankind.” '‘Alas ! ’’ replied 
his more penetrating colleague, “ alas ! I dread the liatred of 
the soldiers and the fatal effects of their resentment.” His ap- 
prehensions were but too well justified by tlie event. 'J'lie Prai- 
torians had attended the emperors on the menioniblo day of their 
[Tublic entry into Rome; but, amidst the general acclamations, 
the sullen clejectcd coiiulenance of the guards sufficiently declared 
that they considered themselves as the object, rather than the 
jwtners, of the triumjdi. When the whole body was united in 
tlieir canqi, those who had served under Maximin, and those who 
had remained at Rome, insensibly communicated t(j each other their 
complaints and apprehensions. The cmjicrurs chosen liy the army 
ha<l perished with ignominy ; those elected by the senate were 
seated on the throne. 'Jlie soldiers must now loarn a new doc- 
trine of submission to the senate. But their fate was still in their 
own hands ; and if they had courage to despise the vain terrors of 
an impotent republic, it was easy to convince the world that thoso 
who were masters of the arms were masters of the authority of tho 
state. A few days afterwards, while the whole city was ernjdoyed in 
tlie Capitoline games, a trooj) of dcsi)erate assassins from the Prado- 
riaii camp burst into the palace, seized on th(?se emperors of tlie 
senate, for such they called tliem with malicious contempt, strip])e(1 
them of their garments, and dragged them in insolent triumj)!: 
through the strecls of Rome, with the design of inflicting a slow 
and cruel doatli on these unfortunate princes. The fear of a rescue; 
from the faithful Germans of the Imperial guards shortened their 
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tortures; and their bodies, mangled with a thousand wounds, were 
left exposed to the insults or to the pity of the populace. 

§ 7. In the si')acc of a few months six princes had been cut off by 
the sword. Gordian, who had already received the title of Cjesar, 
was the only person that oocurred to the soldiers as proper to fill the 
vacant throne. Tliey carried him to the camxj and unanimously 
saluted him Augustus and emjieror. His name was dear to the 
senate and people ; his tender age promised a long impunity of 
military licence ; and the submission of Rome and the provinces 
to the choice of the Prictorian guards saved the republic, at the 
expense indeed of its freedom and dignity, from the hoiTors of a new 
civil war in the lieart of the capital. 

As the third Gordian was only nineteen years of age at the time 
of his death, the history of his life, were it known to us with greater 
accuracy than it really is, would contain little more than the account 
of his education and the conduct of the ministers who hy turns 
abused or guided the simplicity of his inexperienced youth. Imme- 
diately after his accession he fell into the hands of his mother’s 
eunuchs, who sold without his knowledge the honours of the em- 
pire to the most worthless of mankind. We are ignorant by what 
foi t.iuiate accident the emperor escaped from tliis ignominious slavery, 
and devolved his confidence on a minister whose wise counsels had no 
object except the glory of his sovereign and the happiness of the people. 
It should seem that love ami learning introduced Misitheus * to the 
favour of Gordian. young prince married the daughter of his 

master of rhetoric, and promoted his fathcr-in-law to the first offices 
of the empire. The life of Misitheus had been spent in the i)rofes- 
sion of letters, not of arms; yet such was the versatile genius of 
that great man, that., when he was appointed Praetorian jauTect, he 
discharged the military duties of his jdace with vigour and ability. 
'Phe Persians had invaded Mesopotamia, and threatened Antioch 
(a. 1 ). 242). By the persuasion of liis father-in-law, the young 
emperor quitted the luxury of Rome, opened, for the last time 
j-ecorded in liistory, the temple of Janus, and marched in person 
into the East. On his apnroach with a great army, the Persians 
withdrew their garrisons from the cities which they had already 
tak<in, and retired from the Euphrates to the Tigi-is. Gordian 
enjoyed the pleasure of announcing to the senate the first success of 
Ins arms, wliich he ascribed with a becoming modesty and gratitude 
to the wisdom of his father and praTcct. But the prosperity of 
Gordian expired with Misitheus, who died of a lliix, not without 
very strong suspicions of poison. Philip, his successor in the pr«T- 
fccture, was an Arab hy birth, and consequently, in the earlier part 

* By other authorities he is called Tiraesiclcs or Timesitheus, which is tlie 
more probable form of his name. 
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of Ills life, a robber by profession. His rise from so obscure a 
station to the first dignities of the empire seems to prove that he 
was a bold and able leader. But his boldness prompted him to 
aspire to the throne, and his abilities were employed to supplant, 
not to serve, his indulgent master. The minds of the soldiers 
were irritated by an artificial scarcity, created by bis contrivance in 
the camp ; and the distress of the army was attributed to the youth 
and incapacity of the prince. It is not in our power to trace the 
successive steps of the secret conspiracy and open sedition which 
were at length fatal to Gordian (March, A. d. 244). A sepulchral 
monument was erected to his memory on the spot where he was 
killed, near the conflux of the Euphrates with the little river 
Aboras. The fortunate Philip, raised to the empire by the votes 
of the soldiers, found a ready obedience from the senate and the 
provinces. 

§ 8. On his return from the East to Rome, Philip, desirous of 
obliterating the memory of his crimes, and of captivating the aflec- 
tions of the people, solemnised the secular games Avith inflnite pom]) 
and magnificence (April 21, a. d. 248). Since their institution or 
revival by Augustus, they had been celebrated by Claudius, l>y 
Dornitian, and* by Soverus, and Avcrc noAV renewed the fifth time, on 
the accomplishment of the full period of a thoiisiind years from 
the foundation of Rome. Every circumstance of the secular games 
was skilfully adapted to inspire the superstitious mind with dee]) 
and solemn reverence. The long interval between them exceeded 
the tenii of human life ; and as none of the spectators had already 
seen them, none could flatter themselves with the expectation of 
beholding them a second time. The mystic sacrifices were per- 
formed, during tlircc nights, on the banks of the Tiber ; and the 
Campus Martins resounded with music and dances, and was illu- 
minated with innumerable lamps and torches. Slaves and strangers 
were excluded from any participation in these national ceremonies. 
A chorus of twenty-seven youths, and as many virgins, of noble 
families, and whose parents were both alive, implored the pro- 
pitious gods in favour of the present, and for the hope of the rising 
generation ; requesting, in religious hymns, that, according to tlie 
faith of their ancient oracles, they Avould still maintain the virtue, 
the felicity, and the empire of the Roman people. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE REIGNS OF DEOIUS, GALLUS, iEMlLlANUS, VALERIAN, AND 
GALLIENUS. THE THIRTY TYRANTS. 

• 

5 l. Death of I’liilip and accession of Decius. § 2. Origin and migrations of 
(lie Goths. § 3. The Gothic War: defeat and death of Decius. § 4. 
Reign and death of Gali.us: reign and death of /Emilianus : accession 
of Valerian. § 5. Character of Valerian : associates his son Gallienus 
m the empire : general misfortunes of their reigns, § 6. Origin and con- 
federacy of the Franks: they invade Gaul and i>pain. § 7. Origin of the 
Alemanni : they invade Gaul and Italy. § 8. The three naval e-xpeditions 
of the Goths. § 9, Conquest of Armenia by the Persians : V^ilerian 
defeated and taken prisoner by Sapor : Sapor oveiTuns Syria, Cilicia, and 
Cappadocia. § 10. Success of Odenath us against Sapor, § 11. Trea«tment 
of Valerian by Sapor. § 12. Character and administmtion of Gallienus. 
§ 13. The Thirty Tyrants. § 14. Famine and pestilence. 

§ 1. From the great secular games celebrated by Philip, to the* 
death of the emperor Gallienus, there elapsed twenty years of shame 
and misfortune. During that calamitous period, every instant of 
time was marked, every province of the Roman world was afllicted, 
by barbarous invaders and military tyrants, and the mined em]jire 
eeoined to approach the last and fatal moment of its dissolution. 
After Philip had reigned five years, a rebellion against him broke 
mit among the legions of Mocsia, and a subaltern officer, named 
Marinus, was the object of their seditious choice. Philip sent 
Decius, a noble senator, to quell the insurrection ; but the legions 
of Moesia forced their judge to become their accomplice. They left 
him only the alternative of death or the purple. His subsequent 
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nonduct, after that decisive measure, was unavoidable. He con- 
ducted or followed his army to the confines of Italy, whither Philip, 
collecting all his force to rep'ef the formidable competitor whom ho 
had raised up, advanced to meet him. Philip was either killed in 
the battle or put to death a few days afterwards at Verona (a.I). 
249). His son and associate in the empire was massacred at Pome 
by the Praetorian guards ; and the victorious Dccius, with more 
favourable circumstances than the ambition of that age can usually 
plead, was universally acknowledged by the senate and provinces. 

§ 2. The emperor Dccius had employed a few months in the 
works of peace and the administration of justice, when he was sum- 
moned to the banks of the Danube by the invasion of the Goths. 
This is the first considerable occasion in which history mentions 
that great people, who afterwards broke the Poman j^ower, sacked 
the Capitol, and reigne<l in Gaul, Spain, and Italy. So memorable 
.was the part which they acted in the subversion of the Western 
empire, that the name of Goths is frequently but improperly used 
as a general appellation of rude and warlike barbarism. 

In the beginning of the sixth century, and after the conquest of 
Italy, the Goths, in possession of present greatness, very naturally 
indulged themselves in the prospect of past and of fiitpre glor 3 \ 
They wished to preserve the memory of their ancestors, and to 
transmit to posterity their O’wn achicvcnicTits. The principal mi- 
nister of the court of Pavenna, the learned Cassiodorus, gratified the 
inclination of the conquerors in a Gothic histoiy, which consisted 
of twelve books, now reduced to the imperfect abridgment of Jor- 
nandes. On the faith of ancient songs, the uncertain but the onl}'’ 
memorials of barbarians, these writers deduced the first origin of the 
Goths from the vast island or peninsula of Pcaudiuavia. 'I’hej^ 
afterwards crossed the Baltic, and emigrated to the coasts of I’oine- 
rania'and Prussia, where we find them settled at least as early as 
the Christian jcra, and as laic as the age of the^Antonincs. Betwex n 
the time of the Antouines and the reign of Alexander Sevenis, the 
Goths had emigrated a second time towards the south, and had 
taken possession of the Ukraine, a country of considerable extent 
and uncommon fertility, inPTsected with navigable rivers, which, 
from either side, discharge themselves into the Borysthcn(\s or 
Dnieper, and hiterspersed with large and lofty forests of oaks. In 
this emigration the Goths were joined by several other Irihes, of 
both Teutonic and Slavonic descent, who were proud to fight under 
the banners of this martial pco]de. The numbers and spirit of the 
Goths were equal to the most dangerous adventures. T'he use of 
round bucklers and short swords rendered them formidable in a close 
engagement ; the manly obedience which they yielded to hereditary 
kings gave uncommon union and stability to their councils ; and 
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tlic renov/ned A mala, the hero of that age, and the tenth ancestor 
of Theodoric king of Italy, enforced, by the ascendant of personal 
merit, the prerogative of his birtli, which lie derived from the Anses, 
or demigods of the Gothic nation. The people were divided into the 
great tribes of the Ostrogoths or eastern Gotha, Visigoths or western 
Gotha, and Gepidse. 

§ 3. The Scythian hordes, which, towards the east, bordered on 
the new scttlemcnta of the Goths, i)rosent(*d nothing to their amis, 
cixcept tlie doubtful chance of an uni>rolitable victory. Hut tlie 
prospect of the Homan territories was far more alluring: and the 
lields of Dacia were covereel with rich harvests, sown by the 
hands of an industrious, and exposed to be gatliered by those of a 
Availikc, peojde. It is probable that the conquests of Trajan, main- 
tained by his successors less for any real advanlage than for ideal 
<lignity, had contributed to weaken the empire on that side. The 
new and unsettled province of Dacia was neither strong enough to 
resist, nor rich enough to satiate, the rai)acioiisness of the barbarians. 
As long as the remote banks of the Dniester were considered as the 
boundary of the Homan power, the fortifications of the Lower 
Danube were more carelessly guarded, and the inhabitants of IMcrsia 
lived in su]»inc security, fondly conceiving th(‘mselves at an inacces- 
sible distance from any barbarian invaders. The irruptions of the 
Goths, und(!r the reign of Hhilip, fatal I3’ convinced them of their 
mistake. 'I'he king of that fierce nation traversed with contrm))t 
the province of Dacia, and jiassod both the Dniester and the Danube 
Avithout encountering any oi)position capable of retarding his pro- 
gress. He appeared at length under the walls of Marcinnopolis, a 
city built by Trajan in lionour of his sister, and at that time the 
cai>ital of the second Moesia. The inhabitantb consented to ransom 
their lives and property by the pa^Tiient of a large sum of money, 
and the invaders i-etreatcd back into their deserts, animated, rather 
than satisfied, with the first success of their arms against an o])ulcnt 
but feeble countiy. They soon ])assed the Danube a second time, 
with more considerable forces, under their king Ciiiva ; and when 
Decius arrived at the scene of war, he found them engaged before 
Kieo])oy.s, on the Jatrus, one of the many monuments of Trajan’s 
victories. On bis approach they raised the siege, but with a design 
only of marching away to a conquest of greater importance, tlio 
siege of Philipiiopolis, a city of Thrace, founded hy the father of 
Alexander, near the foot of Mount Hamius. Decius folloAved them 
through a difficult country, and by forced marches ;.but when he 
imagined himself at a considerable distance from the rear of tli« 
Goths, Cniva turned with rapid fury on liis pursuers. The camp o! 
the Romans Avas suriArised and inllaged, and, for the first time, thei* 
emperor fled in disorder before a troop of half-anncd barbarians 
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After a long resistance Philippopolis, destitute of succour, was taken 
by storm. A Imnclrcd thousand persons are reiiortcd to have been 
massacred in the sack of that great city. The time, hov.cver, con- 
sumed in that tedious siege enabled Deciiis to revive the coiira?:c, 
restore the disciidine, and recruit the numbers of liis troops, IJo 
intercepted several parties of Carpi, and other Germans, who were 
hastening to shave the victory of their countrymen, intrustc’d tlie 
passes of the mountains to officers of approved valour and fidelity, 
repaired and strengthened the fortifications of tlie Danube, and 
exerted liis utmost vigilance to oppose cither the i)rogress or tlie 
retreat of the Goths. They were now, on every side, surrounded 
and pursued by the Homan arms. T’hc flower of their troops liad 
perished in the long siege of Philippopolis, and the exhausU'd 
country could no longer afford subsistence for the remaining multi- 
tude of licentious barbarians. Hcdiiccd to this extremity, the Goths 
would gladly have purchased, by the suiTendcr of all their booty 
and prisoners, the permission of an undisturbed rc'trcat. Put the 
emperor, confident of victory, and resolving, by the cliastisement of 
these invaders, to strike a salutary terror into the nations of the 
North, refused to listen to any terms of accommodation, U'ho 
high-si)iritcd barbarians preferred death to slavery. An obscure 
town of Mopsia, called Fomm Trebonii, was the scone of the 
battle. The conflict was terrible ; it was the combat of despair 
against grief and rage. The Piomans were at length defeated ; 
they perished in a morass, which they ineflectnally attempted to 
cross; nor could the hOily of the emperor ever be found (a. d. 251). 
Such was the fate of Dccius, in the 50th year of his age ; an 
accomplished prince, active in war, and aflahle in peace ; who, 
together with his son, has deserved to he compared, both in life 
and death, with the brightest examples of ancient virtue. 

§ 4. This fatal blow humbled, for a very little time, tlie insolence 
of the legions. Tliey appear to have patiently expected, and sub- 
missively obeyed, the decree of the senate which regulated the suc- 
cession to the throne. From a just regard for the memory of Dccius, 
the Imperial title was conferred on llostilianus, his only surviving 
son ; hut an equal rank, with more cflectiial power, was gra^^tod to 
Gallus, whose experience and ability seemed equal to the great trust 
of guardian to the young prince and the distressed empire. The first 
cave of the new emperor was to deliver the Illyrian provinces from 
the intolerable weight of the victorious Goths. He consented to 
leave in their hands the rich fruits of their invasion, and he even 
jiromised to pay them annually a large sum of gold. Put the minds 
of the Homans Avere not yet accustomed to accept such unequal 
laws from a tribe of barbarians ; and tlie prince, who by a necessary 
concession had probably saved his country, became the object of tho 
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general contempt and aversion. The death of Hostiliamis, though 
it happened in the midst of the raging pestilence, was interpreted as 
the personal crime of Galliis. The Homans were irritated to a still 
higher degree when they discovered t^iat they had not even secured 
their repose, though at the expense of their honour. The dangerous 
secret of the wealth and weakness of the empire liad been revealed 
to the world. New swarms of barbarians, encouraged by the success 
of their brethren, spread devastation through tlie Illyrian provinces, 
and terror as far as the gates of Jioine. The defence of the mo- 
narchy, which seemed abandoned by the pusillanimous emperor, 
was assumed by ^milianus, governor of Fannonia and Mcesia, who 
defeated the barbarians and jmrsued them beyond the Danube. The 
victorious leader distributed as a donative the money collected for the 
tribute, nnd the acclamations of the soldiers proclaimed him emperor 
on the field of battle. Gallus was almost in the same instant in- 
furmed of the success, of the revolt, and of the rapid approach, of his 
aspiring lieutenant. He advanced to meet him as far as the plains 
of Spoleto. When the armies came in sight of cacli other the soldiers 
of Gallus compared the ignominious conduct of their sovereign with 
the glory of his rival. The murder of Gallus and of his son Volu- 
sianus ])ut*an end to the civil war; and the semate gave a legal 
sanction to* the rights of conquest. (May, a. d. 253). 

iEmiliahus reigned only four months. Gallus had sent Valerian 
to bring the legions of Gaul and Germany to Ins aid. Valerian exe- 
cuted that commission with zeal and fidelity ; and, aS he arrived too 
late to save his sovereign, he resolved to revenge him. The troops 
of /Dmilianns, who still lay encamped in the plains of Spoleto, were 
awed by the superior strength of liis army ; and they readily im- 
brued their bands in the blood of a ]>rince who so lately had been 
the object of tlieir partial choice (August, A.D. 253). The guilt 
was theirs, but the advantage of it was Valerian’s ; who obtained 
the possession of the throne by the means indeed of a civil w^ar, but 
w itli a degree of innocence singular in that age of revolutions ; since 
be owed neither gratitude nor allegiance to his predecessor, whom be 
(lotliroricd. 

§ 5. Valerian was about sixty years of age when lie was iiivosk'd 
\ with the purple, not by the caprice of the jxjpulace or the clamours 
s of the army, but by the unanimous voice of the Roman world. In 
I liis gradual ascent through the honours of the state he had deserved 
/ the favour of virtuous princes, and had declared himself the enemy 
of tyrants. liis noble birth, his mild but unblemished manners, his 
learning, prudence, and exi^ericnce, were revered by the senate and 
people ; and, if mankind (according to the observation of an ancient 
\ writer) bad been left at liberty to choose a master, their choice would 
\ assuredly have fallen on Valerian. When the emjxjror Docius 
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had resolved to revive the obsolete office of censor in the vain expec- 
tation of restoring public virtue, and ancient principles and manners, 
he submitted the choice of the censor to the unbiassed voice of the 
senate. By their unanimous votes, or rather acclamations. Valerian 
])iid been declared tlie most worthy of that exalte<l Jionuur. Upon 
bin accession to the empire. Valerian resolved to shurc the throne 
with a younger and more active associate ; but instead of making a 
judicious choice, Valerian, consulting only the dictates ot aflection 
or vanity, immcidiately invested with the suj)reme honours his son 
Gallieiius, a youth whose effeminate vices had been hitherto con- 
cealed by the obscurity of a private station. The joint government 
of the father and the son subsisted about seven, and tlie sole admi- 
nistration of Gallieiius continued about eight years. But the whole 
period was one uniuternipted scries of confusion uudcalaniity. As the 
Roman empire was at the same time, and on every side, attacked by 
the blind fury of foreign invaders and the wild ambition of domestic 
usurpers, we shall consult order and perspicuity by pursuing not so 
much the doubtful arrangement of dates as the more natural disti i- 
bution of subjects. The most dangerous enemies of Rome, during 
tile reigns of Valerian and Gallienus, were — 1. The Franks; 2. The 
Alemanni ; 3. The Goths ; and 4. The Persians. 

§ 6. J. The name of Franks or Freemen was given to a how confi*- 
deracy formed about a, d. 240 by the old inhabitants of the Lower 
Rhine and the Weser. It consisted of the Chauci, the Cherusci, tlie 
Catti, and of several other tribes of inferior power and renown. The 
love of liberty was the ruling passion of these Germans ; the enjoy- 
ment of it their best treasure ; the word that exiircssed that enjoy- 
ment the most pleasing to their ear, Tliey deserved, tlu^y assumed, 
they maintained the honourable epithet of Franks, or Freemen ; 
which concealed, though it did not extinguish, the peculiar names of 
the several states of the confederacy. Tacit consent and mutual 
advantage dictated the first laws of the union ; it was gradually 
cemented by liabit and experience. The Romans had long expe- 
rienced the daring valour of the people of Lower Germany. The 
union of their strength threatened Gaul with a more formidable in- 
vasion, and required the presence of Gallienus, the lieir and col- 
league of Imperial power. Whilst that prince and his infant sou 
Saloninus disjilayed in the court of Treves the majesty of the enquire, 
its armies were ably conducted by their general Postumus, who, 
though he afterwards betrayed the family of Valerian, was ever 
faithful to the great interest of the monarchy. Glie Franks, hoAv- 
ever, not only crossed the Rhine, and carried their devastations to 
the foot of the Pyrenees, hut they also crossed these mountains, and 
laid waste Spain. During twelve years, the greatest part of the 
reign of Gallienus, that opulent country was the theatre of unequal 
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aiicl destructive hostilities, Tarragona, the flourishing capital of a 
peaceful province, was sacked and almost destroyed. When the 
exhausted country no longer sui)plicd a variety of plunder, the 
Franks seized on some vessels in tW) ports Of Spain and transported 
themselves into Mauritania. ITie distant province was astonished 
with the fury of these barbarians, who seemed to fall from a new 
world, as their name, Tnaimers, and coiniAcxion were ecpially un- 
known on the coast of Africa. 

§ 7. II. Among the various nations of Germany none were so 
celebrated as tlic Suevi. Their wide-extended name filled the inte- 
rior countries of Germany, from the banks of the Oder to those of 
the Danube. Jealous as the Germans were of military renown, 
they all confessed the superior valour of the Suevi ; and the tribes 
of the Usipetes and Tencteri, who, with a vast army, encountered 
the dictator Ca\sar, declared that they esteemed it not a disgrace to 
have tied before a pcot>lc to whose arms the immortal gods them- 
selves were unerpial. 

In the reign of the em^wor Caracalla an innumerable swarm of 
f^uevi appeared on the banks of the "Main, and in the neighbourhood 
of the Homan provinces, in quest either of food, of plunder, or of 
glory. Tlrtj hasty army of volunteers gradually coalesced into a 
groat and permanent nation, and, as it was composed from so many 
diflereiit tribes, assumed the name of Alcmanui, or Alhrmiy to 
denote at once their various lineage and iTieir common bravery. 
'J'he latter was soon felt by Ibo Homans in many a hostile inroad. 
This warlike pcojjlc had been astonished by the immense prej ara- 
ratioiis of Alexander Severus ; they Avere dismayed by the arms of 
his successor, a barbarian equal in valour and fierceness to them- 
selves. Hut, still hovering on the frontiers of the empire, they in- 
creased the general disorder that ensued after tlie dcatli of Decius. 
They inllieted severe Avounds on the rich provinces of Gaul : they 
Avere the first wlio removed the veil that covered the feeble majesty 
ot Italy. A numerous body of the Alemanni penetrated across tlie 
1 Danube, and through the Hhacliaii Alj^s into the plains of Lorn- 
hardy, advanced as far as Havcmia, and displayed the victorious 
hanners of barharians almost in eight of Homo (a. d. 259). The in- 
sult and the danger rekindled in the senfite some sparks of their 
ancient virtue. Both the emperors Avere engaged in far distant 
wars, Yaleriaii in the East, and Gallienus on the Hhine. All the 
hopes and resources of the Homans A\’’ere in themselA’^cs. In this 
emergency the senators resumed tlie defence of the republic, dreAv 
out the HraHorian guards, who had been left to garrison the capital, 
and filled up their numbers by enlisting into the public service the 
stoutest and most willing of the Plebeians. The Alemanni, asto- 
nished with the sudden appearance of an army more numerous than 
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their o'svn, retired into Germany laden ^Yitll six)il and their retreat 
was esteemed as a victory by tlio unwarlike Homans. 

Gallieims subsequently endeavoured to protect Italy from the fury 
of the Germans by espousing Pipa, the daughter of a king of the 
Marcornanni, a Suevic tribe, whicli was often confounded with the 
Alcmauni in their wars and conquests. To the father, as tlie price 
of his alliance, he granted an ample settlement in Paiinonia, 

§ 8. III. We have already traced the emigration of the Goths 
from Scandinavia, or at least from Prussia, to the mouth of the Ho- 
lysthenes, aiid have followed their victorious arms from the Borys- 
thencs to the Danube. Under the reigns of Valerian and Gallicnus, 
the frontier of the last-mentioned river was perpetually infested by 
the inroads of Germans and Sarmatians ; but the great stream of 
the Gothic hostilities was diverted into a very diflerent channel. 
The Goths, in their new settlement of the Ukraine, soon became 
masters of the northern coast of the Euxine ; they conquered the 
peninsula of the Crimea, known to the ancients under the name of 
Chersonesus Taurica, and, having here obtained the command of a 
naval force, they sailed against the soft and wealthy provinces of 
Asia Minor, which possessed all that could attract, and nothing that 
could resist, a barbarian conqueror. 

Naval Ex'pedition of the Goths, a. n. 258, 259. — 'The fleet 
of the Goths, leaving the coast of Circassia on the left hand, first 
appeared before Pityus, the utmost limits of the Homan provinces. . 
'Phey were at first repulsed, but subsequently obliterated tludr 
disgrace by the destruction of the city. Circling round the eastern 
extremity of the Euxine Sea, they arrived at Trebizond, cele- 
brated in the retreat of the Ten ^Phousand as an ancient colony 
of Greeks. The city was large and populous ; a double enclosure of 
walls seemed to defy the fury of the Goths, and the usual garrison 
had been strengthened by a reinforcement of ten thousand men. 
Hut the numerous troo])s, dissolved in riot and luxury, disdained 
to guard their impregnable fortifications. Tlie Gotbs soon disco- 
vered the supine negligence of the besieged, erected a lofty pile of 
fascines, ascended the walls in the silence of the night, and entered 
the defenceless city, sword in hand. A genin-al massacre of the 
l^eople ensued. The most holy temples, and the most splendid 
edifices, were involved in a common destruction. Idie booty that 
fell into the hands of the Goths was immense ; and the number of 
captives was incredible, as the victorious barbarians ranged without 
opposition through the extensive province of Pontus. The Goths, sa- 
fied with the success of their first naval ex[)edition, returned in 
triumph to their new establishments in the kingdom of Bosporus. 

The Second Expedition of the Ooths, — The second expedition of 
the Goths was undertaken with grsater powers of men and shi])S ; 
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but they steered a different course, and, disdaining the exhausted 
provinces of Pontus, followed the western coast of the Euxine, 
and approached the cntranco of tho Thracian Bosporus. But 
instead of sailing through these st' .its, they landed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chalcedon, and marched against the wealthy city of 
Nicomedia, once the capital of the kings of Pdthynia. It fell 
into their hands a rich and easy conquest. Nice, Ih’usa, Apamca, 
and Cius, were involved in the same calamity, which, in a few 
weeks, raged without control through the whole province of Bithy- 
iiia. Three hundred years of peace, enjoyed by the soft inhabitants 
of Asia, had abolished the exercise of arms, and removed tiie appre- 
licnsion of danger. The ancient walls were sutfered to moulder 
away, and all the revenue of the most opulent cities was reserved 
for the construction of baths, temples, and theatres. The retreat of 
the Goths to ihe rnaritiitie city of lleraclea, where the fleet had pro- 
bably been stationed, was attended by a long train of waggons laden 
with the spoils of Bithynia, and was marked by the flames of Nice 
and Nicomedia, which they wantonly burnt. 

Third Naval Expedition of the Goths, a. d. 262. — In this expe- 
dition the Goths carried their ravages into the maritime provinces 
of Europe, d'hoy sailed through the Thracian Bosporus, sacked 
(he noble and ancient city of Gyzicus, situated upon an island in the 
rroi)ontis, passed the Hellespont, and at length anchored in the 
port of Pineus, live miles distant from Athens. The barbarians 
became masters of the native scat of the muses and the arts ; but 
while they abandonctl themselves to the licence of plunder and 
intemperance, their fleet was unexpectedly attacked by the brave 
Dexippus, who collected a hasty band of volunteers, jx?asants as 
well as soldiers, and in some measure avenged the calamities of his 
country. But this exploit, whatever lustre it might shed on tho 
declining age of Athens, served rather to irritate than to subdue the 
undaunted spirit of the northciii invaders. A general conflagration 
blazed out at the same time in every district of Greece. The rage 
of war, both by land and by sea, spread from the eastern point of 
Sunium to the w^estern coast of Epirus. The Goths had already 
advanced within sight of Italy, when the a 2 )proach of such immi- 
nent danger awakened the indolent Gallienus from his dream of 
pleasure. The emperor appeared in arms ; and his presence seems 
to have checked the ardour, and to have divided the strength, of the 
eiicniy. Naulobatus, a chief of the Heruli, accepted an honourable 
capitulation, entered with a large body of his countrymen into the ser- 
vice of Home, and was invested with the ornaments of the consular 
dignity, which had never before been profaned by the hands of a bar- 
barian. Tho remainder returned to their settlements on the Euxine, 
some by sea, and others by land thiough the province of Mmsia. 
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§9. IV. The new sovereij^ns of Persia, Artax. rxes and his son 
Sapor, had triiim}dicd (as we have already seen) o\ tu* the house of 
Arsaces. Of the many princes of that ancient race, Chosrocs, king 
of Armenia, had alone preserved both his life and his independence. 
He defended himself by the natural strength of his country ; by 
the perpetual resort of fugitives and malcconteiits ; by the alliance 
of the Romans ; and, above all, by his own courage. Invincible 
in arms during a thirty years’ war, he w’as at length assassinated 
by the emissaries of Sapor, king of Persia. MTie patriotic satnips 
of Armenia, who assorted the freedom and dignity of the crown, 
implored the protection of Rome in favour of T’iridatcs tlic lawful 
heir. But the son of Cliosroes was an infnnt, the alli(‘s were at 
a distance, and the Persian monarch advam cd towards the frontier 
at the head of an irresistible force. Young Tiridates, the futiire 
hope of his country, was saved by the fidelity of a servant, and 
Armenia continued above twenty-seven years a reluctant province 
of the great monarchy of Persia. Elated with this easy comjuest, 
and presuming on the distresses or the degeneracy of tlio Rtimans, 
Sapor obliged the strong gamsons of Carrhai and Kisibis to sur- 
render, and spread devastation and terror on either side of the 
Euphrates. ' 

The loss of an important frontier, the ruin of a fairliful and 
natural ally, and the rapid success of Sapor's ambition, affected 
Romo with a deep sense of the insult as well as of tlie danger. Va- 
lerian resolved, notwithstanding his advanced age, to march in 
person to the defence of the East. He passed the Euphrates, en- 
countered the Persian monarch near the walls of Edessa, was 
van(iuished, and taken prisoner by Sapor (a.d. 2G0). 'J'lie ])ar- 
ticiilars of this great event arc darkly and irnjierfectly represented- 
yet, by the glimmering light which is aflorded us, we may discover 
a long series of imprudence, of error, and of deserved inisfortnncs 
on the side of the Roman emperor. lie rejiosed an imjdicit coiiti- 
dence in Macrianus, his PrafAcrian prfefect. 'That worthk^ss minister 
rendered his master formidable only to the oppressed subjects, and 
contemptible to the enemies of Rome. By his weak or wicked 
counsels the Imperial army was betrayed into a situation where 
valour and military skill were equally unavailing. The vigorous 
attempt of the Romans to cut their way through the Persian liost 
was repulsed with great slaughter. An immense sum of gold was 
offered to purchase the permission of a disgraceful retreat. But the 
Persian, conscious of his superiority, refused the money with disdain ; 
and insisted on a personal conference with the emperor. Valerian 
was reduced to* the necessity of intrusting liis life and dignity to the 
faith of an enemy, The interview ended as it was natural to expect. 
^I'he emperor was made a prisoner, and his astonished troops laid 
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down their arms. In such a moment of triumph the pride and 
policy of Sapor prompted him to fill the vacant throne with a suc- 
cessor entirely dependent on his pleasure. Cyriades, an obscure 
fugitive of Antioch, stained with every vice, was chosen to dishonour 
the Roman purple ; and the will of the Persian victor could not fail of 
being ratified by the acclamations, however reluct ant, of the captive 
army. Cyriades conducted Sapor over the Euphrates, and, by the 
way of Chalcis, to the metropolis of the East. So rapid wore the 
motions of the Persian cavalry that the city of Antioch was surprised 
when the idle multitude was fondly gazing on the amusements of the 
theatre. The s])lcndid buildings of Antioch, private as well as 
public, were either jiillaged or destroyed ; and the numerous inha- 
bitants were put to the sword or led away into captivity. T'he con- 
(pieror overran the whole of Syria and Cilicia, and crossing the 
passes of Mount Taurus, destroyed Ciesarea, the capital of Caj)pa- 
docia. His course was marked by devastation, lie despaired of 
making any permanent establishment in the emjare, and sought 
only to leave behind him a wasted desert, wljilst he transported into 
Persia the peojde and the treasures of the provinces. 

§ 10. In this expedition the only check which Saj)or received was 
from Od«riathus, a noble and opulent senator of Palmyra. Tlie 
1 eisian monarch had rejected witli disdain the presents by which 
the Palinyrenian l)ad sought to obtain the favour of tlio Great King. 
Odcnatlnis collected a small army from the villages of Syria and the 
tents of the desert^ hovered round the Persian host, liarassed their 
retreat, and carried oil’ part of the treasure of the Great Kijig, who 
was at last obliged to rcjpass tlie Euphrates with some inaTks of 
haste and confusion (a. d. 2GI). By this ex]>loit Odenathus laid 
the loimdations of his lutiirc lame and fortunes. The majesty of 
Homo, oppressed by a Persian, was protected by a Syrian or Arab 
or Fa liny ra. 


lusto'T rcproaclics Sapor with a proud abuse 
of the rights of conquest. \Vc arc told tl.at Valerian, in chains, 
bnt invested with the Ini]x;rial piiridc, was exiiosed to the imd- 

!v^ greatness; and tliat, whon- 

eyer the lersian niouarch mounted on horseback, lie placed Ids 
on the neck of a Koinan eiuiwor. Notwithstanding all tlie 

th^v^nf”?®? reiieatedly advised him to remember 

the vicissitude of fortune, to dread the returning power of Rome 

Ob?eerorf“u\“‘"*‘“r of P-ce. not the 

object of insult, bapor still remained inflexible. When Valerian 

XatTud'^ skin, stiilfed with 

straw, and foimed into the likeness of a human figure, was pre- 

seived for ages in the most celebrated temple of Persia ; a more real 

monument of triumph than the fancied trophies of braes and marble 
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so often erected by Roman vanity. The talc is moral and pathetic, 
but the truth of it may very fairly be called in question. Whatever 
treatment the unfortunate Valerian might cxi)erience in Persia, it is 
at least certain that the only emperor of Rome who had ever fallen 
into the hands of the enemy languished away his life in hopeless 
captivity. 

§ 12. The emperor Gallienus, who had long supported with im- 
patience the censorial severity of his father and colleague, received 
the intelligence of his misfortunes with secret pleasure and avowed 
iiidilfercnce. “ I knew that my father was a mortal,” said he ; 
“ and, since lie has acted as becomes a brave man, I am satislied.” 
AVhilst Romo lamented the fate of her sovereign, the savage coldness 
of his son was extolled by the servile courtiers as the perfect firmness 
of a hero and a stoic. It is difficult to paint the light, the various, 
the inconstant character of Gallienus, which he displayed w’ithoiit 
cjnstraint as soon as he became sole jX)ssessor. of tlie empire. In 
every art that he attempted, his lively genius enabled him to siiccct'd ; 
and, as his genius was destitute of judgment, he attempted every 
art, except the important ones of war and government. He was a 
master of several curious but useless sciences, a ready orator, an 
elegant poet, a skilful gardener, an excellent cook, and most con- 
temptible prince. When the great emergencies of the state recpiired 
his presence and attention, ho was engaged in conversation with the 
philosopher Plotinus, wasting his time in trifling or licentious plea- 
sures, preparing his initiation to the Grecian mysteries, or soliciting 
a X)lace in the Areopagus of Athens. His profuse magnificence 
insulted the general poverty ; the solemn ridicule of his triumphs 
impressed a deeper sense of the public disgrace. U'hc repeated intcl- 
ligenceof invasions, defeats, and rebellions ho received with a careless 
smile ; and, singling out, with affected contempt, some particular 
production of the lost province, he carelessly asked whcllicr Rome 
must be ruined unless it was supplied with linen from Egypt and 
arras cloth from Gaul? There were, however, a few short moments 
in the life of Gallienus, when, exasperated by some recent injury, 
he suddenly appeared the intrepid soldier and the cruel tyrant ; till, 
satiated with blood or fatigued by resistance, he insensibly sunk 
iiiR) the natural mildness and indolence of his character. 

§ 13. At a time when the reins of government were held with 
so loose a hand, it is not surprising that a crowd of usurpers should 
start up in every province of the empire against the sou of Valerian. 
It was probably some ingenious fancy, of comparing the thirty 
tyrants of Rome with the thirty tyrants of Athens, that induced 
the writers of the Augustan History to select that celebrated 
number, which has been gradually received into a popular appel- 
lation. But in every light the parallel is idle and defective. What 
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resemblance can we discover betweefi a council of thirty persons, 
tlie united oppressors of a single city, and an uncertain list of inde- 
pendent rivals, who rose and fell in irregular succession through the 
extent of a vast empire ? Nor can the number of thirty be com- 
jdeted, unless we include in the account the women and children 
who were lionourcd wit i the Imperial title. The reign of Gallienus, 
distracted as it was, produced only nineteen pretenders to the throne : 
Oyriades, Macrianus, Balista, Odenathus, and Zenobia in the east ; 
in Gaul and the weste ii x>rovinces, Postiimus, Lollianus, Victorinus 
and his mother Victoria, Marius, and Tetriciis. In Illyriciim and 
the confines of the Danube, Ingenuus, Kegillianus, and Aureolus ; 
in Pontus, Saturninus ; in Isauria, Trebellianus ; Piso in Thessaly ; 
Valcns in Achaia; il^Imilianus in Egypt; and Celsus in Africa. 

It is suflicicntly known that the odious appellation of Tyrant was 
often employed by tlie ancients to express the illegal seizure of su- 
preme power, without any reference to the abuse of it. Several of 
the pretenders who raised the standard of rebellion against the 
cini)eror Gallienus were shining models of virtue, and’ almost all 
possessed a considerable share of vigour and ability. Their merit 
Jiad recommended tliem to the favour of Valerian, and gradually 
promoted ‘them to the most important commands of the empire. 
The birth of most of tlicm was obscure. They were born of peasants 
and enlisted in the army as private soldiers. In times of confusion 
every active genius finds the jdace assigned him by nature ; in a 
general state of war military merit is the road to glory and to great- 
ness. Of the nineteen tyrants Tetricus only was a senator ; Piso 
alone was a noble, 'i’he lieutenants of Valerian were grateful to 
the father, whom tljcy esteemed. They disdained to serve the 
luxurious indolence of his unworthy son. The throne of the Homan 
world was unsupported by any principle of loyalty : and treason 
against such a prince might easily be considered as patriotism to the 
state. Yet if we examine with candour the conduct of these usurpers, 
it will appear that they wTre much oftener driven into rebellion by 
their fears than urged to it by their ambition. They dreaded the 
cruel suspicions of Gallienus ; they equally dreaded the capricious 
violence of their troops. 

Of the nineteen tyrants who started up under the reign of Gal- 
lienus, there was not one who enjoyed a life of peace, or a natural 
death. As soon as they were invested with the bloody purple, 
they inspired their adherents with the same fears and ambition 
which had occasioned their own revolt. Encompassed with do- 
mestic conspiracy, military sedition, and civil war, they trembled 
on the edge of precipices, in which, after a longer or shorter term 
of anxiety, they were inevitably lost. These precarious monarchs 
received, however, such honours as the flattery of their respective 
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armies and provinces could bestow ; but their claim, founded on 
rebellion, could never obtain tlie sanction of law or history. Italy, 
Home, and the senate, constantly adhered to the cause of Gallicaius, 
and he alone was considered as the sovereign of the eininre. U'liat 
2 )rincc condescended indeed to acknowledge the victorious arms of 
Odenathus, wlio deserved the honourable distinction by the rcsj/t cliul 
conduct which he always maintained towards tlie son ot Valerian. 
AVith the general Homans, and the consent of 

Gallienus, the senate conferred the title of Augustus on tlie brave 
Halmyreiiian ; and seemed to intrust him with the government of 
iho East, which lie already possessed, in so independent a manner, 
that, like a 2 )ri\ate succession, he bequeathed it to his illustrious 
w’idow Zenobia. 

Such were the barbarians, and such the tyrants, who, under tlie 
reigns of Valerian and Gallienus, dismembered the pirovinccs, and 
reduced the cmiiirc to the low'cst pitch of disgrace and ruin, from 
whence it seemed iuqiossible that it sliould ever emerge. 

§ 14. Our habits of thinking so fondly connect the order of the 
universe with the fate of man, that this gloomy 2 >criod of history 
has been decorated witli inundations, earthquakes, uncommon 
meteors, i<reternatural darkness, and a crowd of prudigii*s fictitious 
or exaggerated. Hut a long and general famine was a calamity of a 
move serious kind, it was the inevitable consequence of rapine and 
oppression, wliich extirpated the produce of the 2 )resent and the liupe 
of future harvests. Faniiue is almost always follow ed by ei)i(l(‘mical 
diseases, the effect of scanty and unwrholesome food. Other causes 
must, however, have contributed to the furious plague w’hich, IVom 
the year 250 to the year 265, raged without inh;rruption in every 
lirovince, every city, and almost every family of the Homan empire. 
During some time 5000 iicrsoiis died daily in Home, and many towuis 
that had csciq^ed the hands of the barbarians were entirely de 2 )oi)u- 
latcd. Half of the population of Alexandria i)crisbed ; and could 
wc venture to extend the analogy to the other ja-ovinces, w'c might 
sus 2 )ect that war, pestilence, and famine had consumed, in a few 
years, the moiety of the human species. 



Carinus. 


CnAPTER VL 

RRIGNS OF* CLAUDIUS, AURELIAN, TACITUS, PROBUS, CARUS, CARINU6, 
AND NUMKRIAN, 

§ I, Atireolus invades Italy; is defeated, and besieged at Milan; death of 
(hillienus. § 2. Aceession of CLAUDIUS; death of Aureolus; victories of 
Claudius over the Goths; his death. § 3, Accession of Aurklian : his 
successful reign: concludes a treaty with the Goths, and resigns to them 
the province of Dacia. § 4, Defeats the Alcinanni ; surrounds Itome with 
new walls. § 5. Defeats Tetricus in Gaul. § G. CJiaracter and reign of 
Zenobia. § 7. Aureliaii defeats and tikes Zenobia prisoner ; rebellion and 
ruin of ralniyra. § 8. Aureliaii suppresses the rebellion of Firmus in 
J^gypt. § 9. llis triumjdi : his treatment of Tetricus and Zenobia. § 10. 
Suppresses an insurrection at Koine; marches into the East: his assassi- 
nation. §11. Keign of Tacitus. §12. Usurpation of Florianus ; acces- 
sion of Puonus. § 13. Victories of Probus over the barbai'ians : he builds 
a wall from the Rhine to the Danube. § 14, Introduction and settlement 
of the barbarians. § 15. Probiis returns to Koine: his triumph: his 
disciidine ; his death, § 16. Keign of Cauus: his Persian victories and 
death. § 17. Accession of Carinus and Numerian ; character of Cai'inus. 
§ 18. Death of Numerian. § 19. Death of Carinus. 

§ 1. Under the deplorable reigns of Valerian and Gallicmis tlio 
empiro was oppressed and almost destroyed by the soldiers, tbe 
tyrants, and the barbarians. It was saved by a series of groat 
])rinces, who derived their obscure origin from the martial provinces 
of lilyricum. Within a period of about thirty years, Claudius, 
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Aurelian, ProLus, Diocletian and liis colleagues, triumphed over 
the foreign and domestic enemies of the state, re-estuhlishcd, with 
the military disciidinc, the strength of the frontiers, and deserved 
the glorious title of Restorers of the Roman world. 

The removal of an efieminate tyrant made way for a succession 
of heroes. A considerable army, stationed on the Upper Danube, 
invested with the Imperial pur]>le their leader Am col us, who passed 
the Alps, occupied Milan, threatened Rome, and challenged Gal- 
lieiius to dispute in the field the sovereignty of Italy, ^fhe em- 
peror, provoked by tlie insult, and alarmed by the instant danger, 
suddenly exerted that latent vivcour which sometimes broke through 
the indolence of his temper. Forcing himself from the luxury of 
the palace, he a})pcared in arms at the head of his logions, and 
advanced beyond the Po to encounter bis com]ietit/or. The Rha'tiaii 
usurtier, after receiving a total defeat and a dangerous wound, 
retired into Milan. The siege of that great city was immediately 
formed, and Aurcolus, as a last resource, attempted to seduce the 
loyalty of the besiegers, llis arts diffused fears and discontent 
among the principal officers of his rival. A consj)iracy was formed 
against the life of Gallienns. At a late hour of the night an alarm 
was suddenly given that Aureolus, at the liead of all his forces, had 
made a desperate sally from the town ; Galiicmis, wlio was never 
deficient in iiersonal bravery, mounted on horseback and rode full 
speed towards the siipi^osed jdace of the attack. Fneompassed hy 
his declared or concealed enemies, he soon, amidst tlic nocturnal 
tumult, received a mortal dart from an uncertain hand (!March 2C>, 
A. D. 268). Before he expired, a patriotic sentiment rising in the 
mind of Gallienus induced him to name a deserving successor ; and 
it was his last request tliat the Tmiierial oraarnents should be 
delivered to Claudius, who tlicn coujiuandcd a detached army in tlic 
neighbourhood of Pavia. The report at least was diligently projia- 
gated, and the order cheerfully olniyed by the conspirators, who had 
already agreed to place Claudius on the throne. 

§ 2. Claudius was about 54 years of ago wlicn be ascended tlie 
throne. He was of humble origin, and had risen by his military 
abilities to high offices of trust undc'j* the emijcrors Decius, Vale- 
rian, and Gallienus. "I'he siege of Milan w'hs still continued, and 
Aureolus soon discovered that the success of his artifices had only 
raised up a more determined adversary. lie atteinj^ted to negotiate 
with Claudius a treaty of alliance and parlition. “Tell him,” 
replied the intrepid emperor, “ that such proposals should have been 
made to Gallienus ; /le, perhaps, might Ijavo listened to th(;m with 
patience, and accepted a colleague as desi)ical)lc as himself.” This 
stern refusal, and a last unsuccessful effort, obliged Aureolus to 
yield the city and himself to the discretion of the conqueror. The 
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judgment of the army pronounced him worthy of death, and Clau- 
dius, after a feeble resistance, consented to the execution of the 
sentence. 

In the arduous task which Clau i:us had undertaken of restoring 
the empire to its ancient splendour, it was first necessary to re\ive 
among his troops a sense of order and obedience. With the autho- 
rity of a veteran commander, lie represented to them that the 
relaxation of discipline had introduced a long train of disorders. He 
]iainted in the most lively colours the exhausted state of the treasury, 
the desolation of the provinces, the disgrace of the Roman name, 
and the insolent triumph of rapacious barbarians. Tlie various 
nations of Germany and Sarmatia who fought under the Gothic 
standard had already collected an armament more formidable than 
any which had yet issu’cd from the Knxinc (a. i>. 269). ^J'hey sailed 
with an immense fleet into the il^lgean Sea, anchored at length near 
the foot of Mount Athos, and assaulted the city of Thessalonica, tlie 
wealthy capital of all the Macedonian provinces. A heir attacks 
were soon intorniptod by the rapid approach of Claudius. Im- 
patient for battle, the Goths immediately broke up their camp, 
relinquished the siege of Tliessalonica, loft their navy at the foot of 
Mount A^lios, traversed tlic hills of Macedonia, and pressed for- 
wards to engage the last defence of Italy. In the neighbourhood of 
Naissus, a city of Dardania, tlie emperor gained a decisive victory 
over tliis host of barliarians, who are said to have lost 50,000 men. 
But this victory, though it greatly weakened, did not crush the 
Goths. The war was diffused over the provinces of Mocsia, Thrace, 
and Macedonia, and its o]x*rations drawn out into a variety of 
marches, surprises, and tumultuary engagements, as well by sea as by 
land. At length the barbarians, after repeated defeats, and unable 
to retreat by sea in consequence of the loss of their fleet, were forced 
into the most inaccessible parts of Mount Ilannus, wdierc they found 
a safe refuge, but a very scanty subsistence. During tlie course of 
a rigorous winter, in which they were besieged by the emi)eror''s 
troops, famine and pestilence, desertion and the sword, continually 
diminished the imprisoned mnltitiule. On the return of s])ring 
nothing appeared in arms cxce])t a hardy and desperate band, the 
remnant of that mighty host which had embarked on the Euxine. 

fl’he pestilence which swept away such numl-)ers of tlie barliarians 
at length proved fatal to their conqueror. After a short but glorious 
reign of two years, Claudius exiiired at Sirmium, amidst the tears 
and acclamations of his subjects (a. d. 270). By the most signal 
victories he had delivered the empire, and was distinguished by 
posterity under the glorious appellation of the Gothic Claudius. In 
his last illness he convened the principal officers of the state and 
army, and in their presence recommended Aurclian, one of his 
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generals, as the most deserving of the throne, and tlm best qualified 
to execute the great desii^n which he himself had been 2 »erniitied 
only to undertake. The virtues of Claudius, his valour, nfTahility, 
justice, and temperance, Iiis love of fame and of his country, ])laoe 
him in that short list of emperors who added lustre to the Homan 
purple. Those virtues, however, were celebrated vith peculiar zeal 
and complacency by the courtly writers of the age of (\mstantine, 
who was tlie great-grandson of Crispns, the elder brother of 
Claudius. 

§ 3. Aiirolian, like his predecessor, was a soldier of fortune, and 
had risen from the ranks to the emjare. Ills reigii lasted only four 
years and about nine months ; but every instant of that short jieriod 
was filled by some memorable achievement. lie jait an end to tlie 
Gothic war, chastised the Germans who invaded Italy, recovered 
Gaul, S})ain, and Britain out of the hands of 'Pctriciis, and destroyed 
the joroud monarchy wliich Zenobia had erected in the Bast on the 
ruins of the afflicted emjure. It was the rigid attention of Aurelian 
even to the minutest articles of disci 2 )line whicl) bestowed such 
uninterrupted success on his arms. Ilis imnisliments were terrible ; 
hut he had seldom occasion to punish more than once the same 
offence. 

The death of Claudius had revived the fainting spirit of the 
Goths. The trooi)S which guarded the passes of Mount llaimus aral 
the banks of the JIanubc had been drawn away by the api>rohension 
of a civil war; and it seems jirobable that the remaining body of 
the Gothic and Vandalic tribes embraced the favourable opportunity, 
abandoned their settlements of the Ukraine, traversed the rivers, and 
swelled with new multitudes the destroying host of tlicir country- 
men. Their united numbers were at length encountered by Aiirc- 
lian, and the bloody and doubtful conflict ended only with the 
a2>])roach of niglit. Exhausted by so many calamities, 'which they 
had mutually endured and inflicted during a twenty years’ war, the 
Goths and the Homans consented to a lasting and beneficial treaty, 
^riie Gothic nation engaged to supply the armies of Borne with a 
body of two thousand auxiliaries, consisting entirely of cavalry, and 
stipulated in return an undisturbed retreat, with a regular market as 
far as the Danube, provided by the cmi^eror’s care, but at tljcir own 
expense. But the most important condition of peace was \md(*rstood 
rather than exj)ressed in the treaty, Aurelian withdrew the Boman 
forces from Dacia, and tacitly relinquished that gi-eat province to tl)e 
Goths and Vandals. His manly judgment convinced him of the 
solid advantages, and taught liim to dcsinsc the seeming dis- 
grace, of thus contracting the frontiers of the monarchy. The 
Dacian subjects, removed from those distant possessions wliich they 
were unable to cultivate or defend, added strength and populousness 
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to tlie southern side of the Danube, where a new province of Dacia 
was formed, which still preserved the memory of Trajan’s con(]uesls. 
The old country of that name detained, however, a corisidcrah/e 
number of its inhabitants, who dreaded exile more than a Gothic 
master. These degenerate liomaiis continued to serve the empire, 
whose allegiance they had renounced, by introducing among their 
concpicrors the first notions of agriculture, the useful arts, and the 
conveniences of civilised life. An intercourse of commerce and 
language was gradually established between the opposite banks of 
the Danube ; and, after Dacia became an independent state, it often 
proved the firmest barrier of the empire against the invasions of the 
savages of the Xorth. The Wallachians, the inhabitants of ancient 
Dacia, have boasted in every age of their Roman descent, and their 
hiuguagc is derived from the Latin, like the Italian, Spanish, and 
French. 

§ 4. Aurclian was next calhA to repel the ravages of the xMcmanni 
(a. d. 270). 'J’hesc warlike barbarians, after laying waste the north 
of Italy, and advancing as far south as Faiio in Umbria, were 
defeated and almost exterminated in three great battles. Hut the 
danger which had threatened the capital, and the dread of similar 
invasions, induced the Romnns to construct a new' line of fortifica- 
tions around their city. The seven hills of Rome had been sur- 
rounded by Servius Tullius, the fifth king of Rome, wdth an ancient 
wall of seven miles. bVitli tlie progress of Roman greatness, the 
city and its inhabitants gradually increased, filled up the vacant 
space, pierced through the useless waills, covered the field of Mars, 
and, on every side, followed the public highways in long and beau- 
tiful suburbs. The extent of the new avails, erected by Aurclian, 
and finished in the reign of Prubus, was between cloven and twelve 
miles. It was a great but a melancholy labour, since the defence 
of the cai)ital betrayed the decline of the monarchy. The Romans 
of a more prosperous ago, who trusted to the arms of the legions the 
safety of the frontier camps, wwo very far from entertaining a 
suspicion tliat it w'ould ever become necessary to fortify the seat of 
empire against the inroads of the barbarians. 

§ 5. The victory of Claudius over the Goths, and the success of 
Aurclian against the Alemanni, had already restored to the arms of 
Rome their ancient superiority over the barbarous nations of the 
North. To chastise domestic tyrants, and to reunite the dismem- 
bered pa-rts of the emj^irc, w’as a task rcservcxl for the second of 
those w'arlike emperors. Though he w’as acknowledged by the 
senate and people, the frontiers of Italy, Africa, Tllyricum, and 
Thrace, confined the limils of his reign. Gaul, Spain, and Britain, 
Dgypt, Syria, and Asia Minor, were still possessed by tw-o rebels, 
who alone, out of so numerous a list, had hitherto escaped the dan- 
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gers of their situation ; and to complete the ignominy of Rome, these 
rival thrones bad been usurped by women. 

A rapid succession of monarchs had arisen and fallen in the 
provinces of Gaul. After the assassination of Victorinus, who hatl 
succeeded Postumus, Victoria, the mother of the former, con- 
trolled for a long time the fierce legions of Gaul, placed successively 
Marius and Tetricus on the throne, and reigned with a manly 
vigour under the name of those dependent emperors. Money of 
copper, of silver, and of gold, was coined in her name ; she assumed 
the titles of Augusta and Mother of the Camps; and her power 
ended only with her life. After her death Tetricus continued to 
reign over Gaul, Spain, and Britain, the slave and sovereign of a 
licentious army, whom he dreaded, and by wdiom ho w^as des])ised. 
The valour and fortune of Aiirclian at length opened the prospect of a 
deliverance. Tetricus ventured to disclose his melancholy situation, 
and conjured the emperor to hasten to the relief of his unhappy 
rival, lie affected the appearances of a civil war, led his forces 
into the field against Aurelian, posted them in the most disad- 
vantageous manner, betrayed his own counsels to the enemy, and 
with a few chosen friends deserted in the beginning of the action 
(A. D. 271 ). 

§ 0. Aurelian had no sooner secured the person and provinces of 
Tetricus, than he turned his arms against Zenohia, the cclL'hjatc'd 
queen of Palmyra and the East. Zenohia w’as esteemed the most 
lovely as well as the most heroic of her sex. She was of a dark 
complexion ; her teeth were of a pearly wdiiteness, and her largo 
black eyes sparkled with uncommon fire, tempered by the most at- 
tractive sweetness. Her manly understanding Avas strengthened 
and adorned by study. She Avas not ignorant of the Latin tongue, 
hut possessed in equal perfection the Greek, tlie Syriac, and the 
Egyptian languages. She had draAvn iq:) for her oavu use an epi- 
tome of oriental history, and familiarly compared the beauties of 
Homer and Plato under the tuition of the sublime Longinus. Qdiis 
accomplished woman gave her hand to Odenathus, Avho, from a 
private station, raised himself to the dominion of the East. She 
soon became the friend and companion of a hero. In the intervals 
of war Odenathus passionately delighted in the exercise of hunting ; 
he pursued with ardour the wild beasts of the desert, lions, pan- 
thers, and bears ; and the ardour of Zenohia in that dangerous 
amusement was not inferior to his own. She had inured her con- 
stitution to fatigue, disdained the use of a covered carriage, generally 
appeared on horseback in a military habit, and sometimes marched 
several ipiles on foot at the head of the troops. The success of 
Odenathus was in a great measure ascribed to her incomparable 
prudence and fortitude. Their splendid victories over the Great 



A.D. 272. 


SIEGE OF PALMYRA. 


71 


King, whom they twice pursued as far as the gates of Ctesiphon, 
laid the foundations of their united fame and power. The armies 
which they commanded, and the provinces which they had saved, 
acknowledged not any other sovereigns than their invincible 
chiefs. The senate and people of Home revered a stranger who had 
avenged their captive emperor, and even the insensible son of Va- 
lerian accepted Odenathus for his legitimate colleague. After the 
assassination of Odenathus by his nephew Mreonius, Zenobia filled 
the vacant throne, and governed with manly counsels Palmyra, 
Syria, and the East, above five years. The emperor Claudius ac- 
knowledged her merit, and was conti.mt that, while he pursued the 
Gothic war, she should assert the dignity of the empire in the East. 
The conduct, however, of Zenobia was attended with some am- 
biguity ; nor is it unlikely that she had conceived the design of 
erecting an indciiendcnt and hostile monarchy. v:?hc bestowed on 
her three sons a Latin education, and often showed them to the 
troops adorned with the Impcnal purple. Eor herself she rcscrvcnl 
the diadem, with the splendid but doubtful title of Queen of the 
East. 

§ 7. Zenobia would have ill deserved her reputation, had she in- 
dolently permitted the emperor of the West to a])proach within an 
hundred milo.s of her capital. The fate of the East was decided in 
two great battles; the first was fought near Antioch, and the sccon^l 
near Kmesa ; and in both the forces of Zenobia were completely de- 
feated. Zenobia found it impossible to collect a third army. As 
far as the frontier of Egypt, the nations subject to her empire bad 
j«)inc(l the standard of the conqueror, who dekichcd Probus, the 
bravest of bis generals, to ]X)5soss himself of the Egyptian ])ro- 
vinccs. Palmyra was the last resource of the widow of Odenathus. 
She retired within the walls of her capital, made every preparation 
lor a vigorous resistance, and declared, with the intrepidity of a 
heroine, that the last moment of her reign and of her life should he 
the same. 

Amid the barren deserts of Arabia a few cultivated spots rise liLc 
islands out of the sandy ocean. Even the name of Tadmor, or 
Pahnyra, by its signification in the Syriac as well as in the Latin 
language, denoted the multitude of palm-trees which aftbrded shade 
and verdure to that temperate region. The air was pure, and the 
soil, watered by some invaluable springs, Avas cajVable of producing 
fruits as well as corn. A place possessed of such singular advan- 
tages, and situated at a convenient distance between the Gulf of 
Persia and the Mediterranean, Avas soon frequented by the caravans 
which conveyed to the nations of Europe a considerable part of the 
rich commodities of India. Palmyra insensibly increased into an 
opulent and independent city, and, connecting the Roman and the 
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rarthian monarcliies by the mutual benefits of commerce, was 
sufFercd to observe an humble neutrality, till at length, after the 
victories of Trajan, the little republic sunk into the bosom of Rome, 
and flourished more than 150 years in the subordinate though ho- 
nourable rank of a colony. It was during that peaceful period, if wo 
may judge from a few remaining inscriptions, tliat the wealthy 
Palmyrenians constructed those temples, palaces, and porticos of 
Grecian architecture, whose ruins, scattered over an extent of several 
miles, have deserved the curiosity of our travellers. 

The siege of 1‘almyra was pressed with vigour by Aurelian, but 
the defence was equally obstinate. At length the city began to 
suiter from famine ; the death of Sapor, which happened about this 
time, deprived Zenobia of the help which she had expected from 
the Persian monarch ; and, seeing herself cut olf from all liopc of 
succour, she resolved to fly. She mounted the fleetest of her dro- 
medaries, and had already reached the banks of the Euphrates, 
about GO miles from Palmyra, when she was overtaken by the 
pursuit of Aurelian’s light horse, seized and brought hack a ca})tive 
to the feet of the emperor. Her capital soon afterwards surrendered, 
and was treated with unexpected lenity (a. d. 273). 

When the Syrian queen was brought into the presence of Aurelinn, 
ho sternly asked her, How she had presumed to rise in arms 
against the emperors of Rome? The answer of Zenobia was a 
prudent mixture of respect and firmness. “ Because 1 disdained 
to consider as Roman cmiHjrors an Aurcoliis or a Gallienus. 
You alone I acknowledge as my conqueror and my sovereign.” 
But the courage of Zenobia deserted her in tbe liour of trial ; she 
trembled at the angry clamours of the soldiers, avIio called aloud for 
lier immediate execution, and ignominiously purchased life hy tlio 
sacrifice of her fame and her friends. It was to their counsels, 
which governed the weakness of her sex, that she imputed the 
guilt of. her obstinate resistance ; it Avas on their heads that she 
directed the vengeance of the cruel Aurelian. The fame of Lon- 
ginus, who was included among the numerous «and j^erhaps inno- 
cent victims of her fear, will survive that of the queen who be- 
trayed, or the tyrant who condemned him. Genius and learning 
were incapable of moving a fierce unlettered soldier, but they liad 
served to elevate and harmonise the soul of Longinus. Without 
uttering a complaint, he calmly follovred the executioner, pitying 
his unhappy mistress, and bestowing comfort on his afilicted 
friends. 

Returning from the conquest of the East, Aurelian had already 
crossed the straits which divide PAirope from Asia, when he was 
provoked by the intelligence that the Palmyrenians had massacred 
the governor and garrison which he had left among them, and 
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again erected the standard of revolt. Witliont a moment’s deli- 
beration, be once more turned bis face towards Syria, The help- 
loss city of Palmyra felt the irresistible weight of his resentment. 
Its inhabitants were butchered without distinction of age or sex; 
and tlie scat of commerce, of arts, and of Zenobia, gradually sunk 
into an obscure town, a trifling fortress, and at length a miserable 
village. The present citizens of Palmyra, consisting of thirty or forty 
families, have erected their mud-cottages wiUiin the spacious court 
of a magnificent tem])le. 

§ 8. Another and a last labour still awaited the indefatigable 
Aurelian ; to suppress a dangerous tliough obscure rebel, wlio, 
during the revolt of l\almyra, had arisen on the hanks of the Nile, 
h’irmus, the friend and all}’’, as he proudly styled himself, of Odena- 
thus and Zenohia, was no more than a wealthy merchant of Egypt. 
I’hc l^lgyptians he inflamed with the hope of freedom, and, at the 
head of their furious multitude, broke into tlie city of Alexandria, 
wh(‘rc ho assumed the Im|X)rial {mrplc, coined money, publishe<l 
edicts, and raised an army, wdiich, as he vainly hoast(?d, he was 
cajvahlc of maintaining from the sole luofits of his ]>apcr trade. 
Such troops were a feeble defence a^rainst the veteran forces of 
Aurelian ; and it seems almost unnecessary to relate that Firmus 
U’as routed, taken, tortured, and put to death. Aurelian might 
now congratulate the senate, the people, and himself, that in little 
more tlian throe 3X‘ars ho had restored universal peace and order to 
the Poman world. 

§ 9. Since the foundation of Pome no general had more noblv 
deserved a triumph than Aurelian ; nor was a triumi)h ever cele- 
brated with su])crior pride and magnificence (a.d. 274). The vic- 
tories of Aurelian were attested by the long train of cajflives who 
reluctantly attended his triumph — Goths, Vandals, Sarmatians, 
Alemanni, Franks, Gauls, Syrians, and Egyptians. Tho emperor 
Tetriens and the (pieen of the East pneceded tho triumphal car of 
Aurelian, which was drawn on this memorable occasion either hy 
four stags or by four elephants. So long and so various was the 
pomp of the triumph, that, although it oixjiicd with the dawn of 
day, the slow inaj(>sty of the procession ascended not tho Capitol 
before the ninth hour ; and it was already dark when tho emperor 
returned to the palace. The festival was protracted hy theatrical 
rei)rcsentations, the games of the circus, the hunting of wild beasts, 
combats of gla^b’ators, and naval engagements. Liberal donatives 
were distributed to the army and people. A considerable portion of 
his oriental si)oils was consecrated to the gods of Home : and the 
temjfle of the Sun alone received above 15,000 pounds of gold. This 
last was a magnificent structure, erected by the em^xror on tho 
side of the Quirinal hill, and dedicated, soon after the triump)]i, 
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to that deity whom Aiirelian adored as the parent of his life and 
fortunes. 

Aureliaii behaved towards Tetricus and Zenohia with a generous 
cleiTiciicy whicli was seldom exercised by the ancient conquerors. 
Princes who, without success, had defended their throne or free- 
dom, were frequently strangled in prison as soon as the triumjdial 
pomp ascended the Capitol. These usurpers, whom their defeat 
had convicted of the crime of treason, were permitted to spend their 
lives in adluence and honourable repose. The emperor jnesciited 
Zenohia with an elegant villa at Tibur or Tivoli, about 20 miles 
from the capital ; the Syrian queen insensibly sunk into a Koman 
matron, her daughters married into noble families, and her race was 
not yet extinct in the fifth century. Tetricus and his son were re- 
instated in their rank and fortunes. 

§ 10. The arms of Aurclian had vanquished the foreign and 
domestic foes of the republic. But soon after his triiim])h a for- 
midable insurrection broke out at Rome. It is said to have been 
excited by the workmen of the mint, but its real cause and object 
are uncertain. So formidable was its character that in its suj)- 
pression Aurclian lost 7000 of his veteran soldiers. Housed liis 
victory with unrelenting rigour. He was naturally of a severe 
disposition. Trained from his earliest youth in the exercise of arms, 
ho set too small a value on the life of a citizen, chastised hy mili- 
tary execution the slightest offences, and transferred the stern dis- 
cipline of the camp into the civil administration of the laws, 'llic 
unprovoked rebellion with which the Romans rewarded his services 
exasperated his haughty spirit. The noblest families of the capital 
were involved in the guilt or suspicion of this dark conspiracy. A 
hasty spirit of revenge urged the bloody prosecution, and tin; 
unhappy senate lamented the death or absence of its most illustrious 
members. Nor was the pride of Aurclian less offensive to that 
assembly than his cruelty. Ignorant or impatient of the restraints of 
civil institutions, he disdained to hold his power by any other title 
than that of the sword, and governed by right of conquest an 
empire which he had saved and subdued. 

In the following year (a. d. 274) Aurclian marched into the East 
against the Persian monarch. A secretary, -whom he had threats 
cned with punishment, forged a document in his master’s hand, in 
which the principal officers of Aurclian were doomed to death. He 
showed them the long and bloody list ; and they, without suspect- 
ing or examining the fraud, resolved to secure their lives hy the 
murder of the emperor. On his march, between Byzantium and 
Heraclca, Aurclian was suddenly attacked hy the conspirators, 
whoso stations gave them a right to surround his i^erson, and, after 
a short resistance, fell hy the hand of Miicap<T, a general wlioni he 
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liail always loved and trusted (March, A. D. 275). l!e died rc- 
p;retted hy the army, detested by the senate, but universally acknow- 
ledjj;ed as a warlike and rortunatc prince, the useful thouj^li severe 
reformer of a degenerate state. 

§ 11. Such was the unhaj)py condition of the Homan cmjK^rors, 
that, vvliatever might be their conduct, their fate was commonly the 
Kune. A life of pleasure or virtue, of severity or mildness, of in- 
dolence or glory, alike led to an untimely grave ; and almost every 
reign is closed by the same disgusting repetition of treason and 
murdta*. The death of Aureliari, liowcver, is remarkjible by its 
extraordinary coiisccpiences. The legions admired, lamented, and 
revenged their victorious chief. The artifice of his perfidious secre- 
tary was discovenjd and 2 )imished. They resolved tliat none of those 
whose guilt or misfortune had contributed to their loss should ever 
reign over them, and requested the senate to apiioint a successor to 
the rm])crial throne, d'he senate, however, declined the flattering 
appeal, and dictated a decree by which the election of a new cm- 
2 )eror was referred to the suffrage of the military order, ddic troops, 
as if satiated with the exercise of i)ower, again conjured the senate 
to invest oikj of its own body with the Imperial inirjdo. ^J'he senate 
still 2 )ersisted in its refusal ; the army in its request. The rcciprocid 
otler was presscid and rtjected at least three times ; and it was not 
till six montlis had elapsed that the senate raised to the purple one 
of the most virtuous of their body, the aged Tacitus, who was then 
75 years of age, and who claimed descent from the jddlosujfiiic lus- 
torian wliuso writings will instruct the last generations of mankind 
(Sept. 25, A. 1 ). 275). The ehjction of Tacitus was confirmed by the 
army. lie i)roceodcd to the Thracian cainj), and marched in person 
against the Alani, a Scythian iK'oi)le, who jjitched their tents in the 
iiujgbbourhood of the lake IM.-eotis, and who wore ravaging the i)ro- 
vinces of i’oiitus, Cap 2 )adocia, Cilicia, and Galatia. Seconded by an 
army of brave and exi)erienced votevans, be soon defeated the bar- 
barians, and delivered the jn'ovinces of Asia from the terror of the 
Soythiaii invasion. 

i5ut the glory and life of Tacitus were of short duration. Trans- 
[Kjrted in the dijptli of winter from the soft retirement of Campania 
to the foot of Alount Caucasus, he sunk under the unaccustomed 
hardships of a military life. The fatigues of the Ixxly were aggra- 
vated by the cares of the mind. For a while the angry and selfish 
passions of the soldiers had been sns^jonded hy the enthusiasm of 
jRihlic virtue. They soon broke out with redoubled violence, and 
raged in the camp, and even in the tent of the aged emperor. It 
may he doubtful whether the soldiers imbrued their bands in the 
blood of this innocent prince. It is certain that their insolence 
was the cause of his death. He expired at Tyana in Cappadocia, 
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after a reign of only six months and about twenty days (April 12, 
A. D. 276). 

§ 12. The eyes of Tacitus were scarcely closed before his brother 
Fioriaiius showed himself unworthy to reign by the hasty usurp- 
ation of the purple, without expecting the approbation of the senate. 
The reverence for the Homan constitution, which yet influenced the 
camp and the provinces, was sufiiciently strong to disix)se them to 
censure, but not to provoke them to oppose, the precipitate am- 
bition of Floriuniis. The discontent would have evaporatctl in idle 
murmurs, had not the general of the East, the heroic IVobus, l)o]dIy 
declared himself the avenger of the senate. Florianiis attempted to 
support his title by arms, and advanced as far as Cilicia against his 
rival, but after a reign of about three months his own soldiers de- 
livered the empire from civil war by the easy sacrifice of a prince 
whom they despised. 

The peasants of Illyricum, Avho had already given Claudius and 
Aurelian to the sinking empire, had an equal right to glory in the 
elevation of Probiis. Probus had filled several of the higliest mili- 
tary offices with honour and success. Aurelian was indebted to him 
for tlic conquest of Egypt, and still more indebted for the honest 
courage with which he often checked the cruelty of his master. 
Tacitus named him commandcr-in-chief of all the eastern provinces. 
When Prohus ascended the Imperial throne he was about 44 years 
of age, in the full possession of his fame, of the love of the army, 
and of a mature vigour of mind and body. His acknowledged merit, 
and the success of his arms against Elorianus, left him without an 
enemy or a competitor. Yet he submitted his claims to the senate, 
who joyfully ratified the election of the eastern armies, and con- 
ferred on their chief all the several branches of the Jmx)erial dignity 
(August 3, A. n. 276). 

§ 13. The strength of Aurelian had crushed on every side the 
enemies of Homo. After his death they seemed to revive with an 
increase of fury and of numl^ers. They were again vanquislied by 
the active vigour of Prohus, who, m a short reign of about six years, 
equalled the fame of ancient heroes, and restored peace and order to 
every province of the llornan world, 'llic dangerous frontier of 
Rhastia he so firmly secured that he left it without the suspicion of 
an enemy. He broke the wandering poAver of tlif Sarmatian trih's, 
and by the terror of In’s arms compelled those harbarians to relin- 
quish their spoil. TJie Gothic nation courted the alliance of so 
warlike an emperor. He attacked the Isaurians in their mountains, 
besiegc'd and took several of their strongest castles, and flattered 
liimself that ho had for ever suppressed a domestic foe whose inde- 
pendence so deeply wounded the majesty of the empire. The 
troubles excited by the usurj^>er Eirmus in the Upper Egypt had 
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never been perfectly appeased, and the cities of Ptolemais and 
Coptos, fortified by the alliance of the Blemmyes, still maintained 
an obscure rebellion. The chastisement of those cities, and of their 
auxiliaries the savages of the South, is said to have alarmed the 
court of Persia, and the Great King sued in vain for the friendship 
of Probus. Most of the exploits which distinguished his reign were 
achieved by the personal valour and conduct of the emperor, ^he 
remaining actions ho intrusted to the care of his lieutenants, the 
judicious choice of whom forms no inconsiderable part of his 
glory. Cams, Diocletian, Maximian, Constantius, Galerius, and 
a crowd of other chiefs, who afterwards ascended or supported the 
tlironc, wci'c trained to arms in the severe school of Aiirelian and 
ITobus. 

But the most important service which Prohiis rendered to tho 
rcj)ul)lic was tho deliverance of Gaul, and the recovery of seventy 
ilourishing cities oppressed by the barbarians of Gennany, who, since 
tJie death of Aurelian, had ravaged that great province with im- 
punity. Not content with driving tho harbarians out of Gaul, 
IVobus passed the lihine, and disjjlayed his invincible eagles on tho 
banks of the Kibe and the Ncckar. lie was fully convinced that 
nothing could reconcile the minds of the barbarians to j)eace, unless 
they experienced in their own country the calamities of war. Ger- 
many, exhausted by the ill success of the last emigration, was 
astonished by his presence, and submitted to his commands. The 
Germans were compelled to restore the effects and captives which 
they liad carried away from the provinces ; and a considerable tri- 
bute of corn, cattle, and horses, the only wealth of barbarians, was 
reserved for the use of the garrisons which Pruhus established on 
the limits of their territory. Prohus, however, wisely relinquished 
the attempt of reducing the warlike natives of Germany to the con- 
dition of subjects, and contented liiinself with the liiimblc expedient 
of raising a b\ilwark against their inroads. The country whicl: 
forms the ancient circle of Swabia had been left desert in the ago 
of Augustus by the emigration of its ancient inhabitants. Tlie 
tertility of the soil soon attracted a new colony from the adjacent 
inovinces of Gaul. Crowds of adventurers occupied the doubtful 
])ossession, and acknowledged, by the payment of tithes, the majesty 
of the empire. To protect these new subjects a line of frontier 
garrisons was gradually extended from the Rhine to the Danube. 
About the reign of Hadrian, when that mode of defence began to be 
practised, these garrisons were connected and covered by a strong 
entrenchments of trees and palisades. In the place of so rude a 
bulwark, the emperor Probus constructed a stone wall of a consider- 
able height, and strengthened it by towers at convenient distances. 
Prom the neighbourhood of Neustadt and Uatisbon on the Danube, 
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it stretched across hills, valleys, rivers, and morasses, as far ns 
Wimpfen on the Ncckar, and at length tcrniiiiated on the hanks of 
the Khine, after a winding course of near 200 miles. ^J'his im- 
portant barrier, uniting tlic two mighty streams that proU'Ctcd the 
provinces of J^hiropc, seemed to fill up the vacant space tlirough 
which the barbarians, and particularly the Alemanni, could penetrate 
with the greatest facility into the heart of the empire. But the 
experience of the world, from China to Britain, has cx])nsed the vain 
attempt of fortifying any extensive tract of country. Within a few 
years after the death of Probus, the wall which he had creeled was 
overtlirown by the Alemanni. Its scattered ruins, universally 
ascrilxjd to the power of the Diemon, now serve only to excite the 
wonder of the Swabian peasant. 

§ 14. Among the useful conditions of peace imposed hy Probus 
on the vanquished nations of GeiTfiany, was the obligation of suj)- 
plying the Roman army with 16,000 iccruits, the bravest and most 
robust of their youth. The emperor dispersed them through all the 
provinces, and distributed this dangerous reinforcement, in small 
bands of 50 or 60 each, among the national troops ; judiciously 
observing that the aid which the republic derived fjom the bar- 
barians should be felt but not seen. Their aid was now become 
necessary. The feeble elegance of Italy and the internal proviuct's 
could no longer support the weight of arms. Tlic hardy frontier of 
the Rhino and Danube still produced miii ’s and bodies equal to Ibc 
labours of the camp ; hut a perpetual scries of wars had gradually 
diminished their numbers. The infrequency of marriage, and the 
ruin of agriculture, aficctcd the i^rinciples of jojuilation, and not 
only destroyed the strength of the present, hut intercepted the hope 
of future generations. The wisdom of Probus embraced a gi*eat and 
Ixjueficial plan of replenishing the exhausted frontiers, hy new 
col(3nics of captive or fugitive barbarians, on whom ho hcstowc^l 
lands, cattle, instrumcnls of husbandry, and every encouragement 
that might engage them to educate a race of soldiers for the service 
of tlie republic. Into Britain he transported a considerable body of 
Vandals. Great numbers of Franks and Gepidio were settled on 
the banks of the Danube and the Rhine. An hundred thousand 
Bastarnao, cxi)ellcd from their own country, cheerfully accei)ted an 
establishment in Thrace, and soon imbibed the manners and senti- 
ments of Roman subjects. 

§ 15. While Probus was engaged in bis wars against the barba- 
rians, Saturninus revolted in the East (a. d. 270), and Bonosus and 
ITociilus in Gaul (a.d. 280). Both these revolts were easily ]mt 
down ; and in A. n. 281 Probus returned to Rome, after sujipressing 
all the foreign and domestic enemies of the state. The trium])h 
due to the valour of Probus was conducted with a magnificeuco 
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suitable to liis fortune ; and the peoide, who had so lately admired 
the trophies of Aurelian, gazed with equal pleasure on those of his 
heroic successor. 

The military discipline which reigned in the camps of Probus was 
less cruel than that of Aurelian, but it was equally rigid and exact. 
The latter had punished tlie irregularities of the soldiers with 
unrelenting severity, the former prevented tliem by ewployhig tha 
legions in constant and useful lalwurs. Wlien Probiis commanded 
in Kgypt, he executed many considerable works for the splendour 
and beiKiiit of that rich country. The navigation of the Kile, so 
important to Home itself, was improved ; and temples, bridges, 
porticoes, and palaces, were constructed by the hands of the soldiers, 
who act(;d by turns as architects, as engineers, and as liusbandmen. 
lint, in the prosecution of a favourite scheme, the lx‘st of men, 
satisfied with the rectitude of their intentions, are subject to forget 
the bounds of moileration ; nor did Probus himself sunicicntly 
consult the patience and disposition of Ids fierce legionaries. In 
one of the hottest days of summer, as he severely urged the un- 
wliolesomc labour of draining the marshes of Sirmium, tlie soldiers, 
inijiatient of fiitiguc, on a sudden tlirew down their tools, grasped 
their arms, and broke out into a furious mlltin3^ Tlic emperor, 
conscious of liis danger, took refuge in a lofty tower constructed for 
tlie purjxise of surveying the ])rogrcss of the work. The tower was 
instantly forced, and a thousand swords were plunged at once into 
the liosoin of the unfortunate Probns. The rage of the troops 
subsided as soon as it bad been gratified. They then lamented 
their fatiil rashness, forgot the severity of the emperor whom 
tliey had massacred, and hastened to j)er[>ctnatc, hy an honour- 
able monument, the memory of his virtues and victories (August, 
A. n. ‘_82). 

§ 10. When the legions had indulged their grief and repentance 
for the death of Prohus, their unanimous consent declared Cams, 
his J’n'Ktorian ])raifcct, the most deserving of the Inqxiriiil throne. 
He enjoyed an acknowledged character of virtue and abilities ; hut 
liis austere temper insensibly degenerated info morosencss and 
cruelty : and the imperfect writers of his life almost hesitate 
whether they shall not rank him in the number of Homan tyrants. 
When Cams assumed the purple be was about GO years of age, and 
bis two sons, Cariiius and Numerian, bad already attained the 
season of manhood. Tlie authority of the senate expired with 
Probus ; nor was the repcnfcuice of the soldiers displayed by the 
same dutiful regard for the civil jxiwer whicli tliey had testified 
after tlie unfortunate death of Aurelian. Tlic election of Cams was 
decided without expecting the approbation of tlie senate, and tho 
new emperor contented himself with announcing, in a cold and 
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stately epistle, that lie had ascended the vacant throne. He con- 
ferred on his two sons the title of Caesar ; left Cariims in coniinand 
of the Western provinces ; and taking with him liis younger son, 
Nmnerian, set out for the East, with the view of attacking the 
Persian empire. Upon reaching the confines of the cmjiire, tije 
Persian monarch, Yarancs, or Pahram, endeavoured to retard liis 
progress by a negotiation of peace. Uis ambassadors entered tlio 
camp about sunset, at the time when the troops were satisfying 
their hunger with a frugal repast. Tlie Persians expressed their 
desire of being introduced to the presence of the Eoman emperor. 
They were at length conducted to a Soldier who was seated on the 
grass. A piece of stale bacon and a few hard peas composed his 
supper. A coarse woollen garment of purple was the only circum- 
stance that announced his dignity. The conference was conducted 
’with the same disregard of courtly elegance. Cams, taking otT a 
cap which he wore to conceal his baldness, assured the ambassadors 
that, unless their master acknowledged the superiority of Pome, he 
would speedily render I'crsia as naked of trees as his own head was 
destitute of hair. Notwithstanding some traces of art and prepara- 
tion, we may discover in this scene the manners of Cams, and the 
severe simplicity which the martial princes who succeeded Gallie- 
inis had already restored in the Roman camps. The ministers of 
the Great King trembled and retired. 

The threats of Cams were not without elTcct. lie ravaged Meso- 
potamia, cut in pieces whatever opposed his passage, made himself 
master of the great cities of Selcucia and Ctesiphon, and carried liis 
victorious arms beyond the Tigris. Ue had seized the favourahlo 
moment for an invasion. The Persian councils were distracted by 
domestic factions, and the greater part of their forces were detained 
on the frontiers of India. Rome and the East received with trans- 
port the news of such important advantages. But in the midst of 
these victories, Cams suddenly perished during a terrible storm, 
either by lightning or tlic treachery of his domestics (December 25, 
*A. D. 283). 

§ 17. The vacancy of the throne was not productive of any dis- 
turbance. Numcrian, with his absent brother Cariniis, were unani- 
mously acknowledged as Roman emperors. The public expected 
that the successor of Cams would pursue his father’s footsteps, and, 
without allowing the Persians to recover from their consternation, 
would advance sword in hand to the palaces of Susa and Echatana. 
But the legions, however strong in numbers and discipline, w(n*e 
dismayed by the most abject superstition. Placi's or persons struck 
with lightning were considered by the ancients with pions horror, 
as singnlaily d(ivotcd to the wrath of Heaven. An oracle was 
remembered which marked the river Tigris as the fatal boundary of 
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tho Homan arms, Tl\c troops, terriliccl with the fate of Cams and 
with their own danger, called aloud on young Numerian to obey tho 
will of the gods, and to lead them away from this inauspicious 
scene of war. The feeble emiK^ror was unable to subdue their 
ol)stinato prejudice, and the Persians wondered at the unexpected 
retreat of a victorious enemy. 

The senate, as well as the provinces, congratulated the accession 
of the sons of Cams. These fortunate youths w'ere strangers, how- 
ever, to that conscious superiority, either of birth or of merit, wliicJj 
can alone render tlie possession of a throne easy, and as it were 
natural. Born and otlucaied in a private station, the election of 
tiicir father raised them at once to tho rank of princes ; and his 
d(^ath, which happened about sixteen months afterwards, left them 
tlie uncx])ectcd legacy of a vast empire. To sustain with temper 
this rapid ehivation, an uncommon share of virtue and p)rudencc was 
requisite ; and Cariuus, the elder of the brothers, was more than 
commonly deticient in those ciualities. 11c was soft, yet cruel ; 
devoti'd to pleasure, but destitute of taste ; and, though ex(iiiisitely 
susce[jtil)lc of vanity, indifferent to the public esteem. From the 
dregs of the populace he selected his favourites, and even his minis- 
ters. The palace, and even the Imperial table, was filled with 
singers, dancers, and all the various retinue of vice and fully. As 
soon as the father’s death had released Cavinus from the control of 
fear or decency, he displayed to the Homans the extravagancies of 
Filagabalus, aggravated by tlie cruelty of Doniitian. 

Tlie only merit of the administration of Cariniis that history 
could record, was tho iincoinmou splendour with which, in his own 
and his brother’s name, he exhibited the Homan games of the 
theatre, the circus, and the amphitheatre. More than twenty years 
afterwards, when the courtiers of Dioclelian represented to their 
frugal sovereign tho fame and ixipularity of his niunilicent prede- 
cessor, he acknowl(3dge‘d that the reign of Cariniis had indeed lx‘i*n 
a reign of pleasure. But this vain prodigality, which the prudence 
of Dioclelian might justly despise, Avas enjoyed Avith surprise and 
tians[)ort by the Homan people. The oldest of the citizens, recol- 
lecting the spectacles of fornier days, the triumphal pomp of Brobus 
or Aurelian, and the secular games of the emxxjror Fhilixi, ackuoAv- 
hxlgcd that they were all surpassed by the superior magnilicence of 
Cariniis. In the midst of this glittering pageantry, the emx)eror 
Cariniis, seciiro of his fortune, enjoyed the acclamations of the 
]ieoplc, the flattery of his courtiers, and the songs of the xxiets. In 
tho same hour, but at the distance of nine hundred mihjs from 
Home, his brother expired ; and a sudden revolution transferred 
into the hands of a stranger tho sceptre of the house of Cams. 

§ 18. The character of Numerian was very different from that ol 
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his brother. In the most corrupt of times Caviniis was unworthy 
to live: Numcriaii deserved to reign in a happier period. Jlis 
ailable manners and gentle virtues secured him, as soon as they 
Ixicame known, the regard and aftections of the public. But his 
talents were ratlier of the conU'inplative than of the active kind. 
When his father’s elevation relucbxiitly forced liiiii from the shade 
of retirement, neither his temper nor his pursuits liad qualilit'd him 
for the command of armies. Ilis constitution was destroyed by llie 
hardships of the Persian war ; and he had contracted, from tlu; lu‘at 
of tlie climate, such a weakness in his eyes, as obliged liiin, in llie 
course of a long retreat, to confine himself to the solitude and dai k- 
no>.ss of a tent or litter. Tlie administration of all ahairs, civil as 
Avcil as niilitary, w'as devolv'cd on Arriiis A]>cr, tho Pm'Utrinn 
fcct, who, to the power of his imjwtant (jflico, added the lion our of 
being father-in-law to Kiimerian. 'I'hc Imperial pavilion was 
strictly guarded by his most trusty adherents ; and during many 
days Aper delivered to the army the supposed mandates of their 
invisible sovereign. 

It was not till eight months after the death of Cams that the 
Poman army, returning by slow marches from tlio hanks of the 
I igris, arrived on tliose of the Thracian Bosporus. The legions 
halted at Chalccdon in Asia, while the court y)asscd over to llera- 
clca, on the European side of the Propontis. But a report soon cir- 
culated through tlie camp of the emperor’s death. The im])atienco 
of the soldiers could not long suf»port a shite of suspense. With 
rude curiosity they broke into the imperial tent, and discovered 
only the corpse of Numerian. ’J lie gradual decline of liis health 
might have induced thorn to helieve that his d(‘ath was natural ; 
hut the concealment was interpreted as an evidence of guilt, and 
the measures which A per liad taken to secure his election became 
the immediate occasion of his ruin. Yet, even in the transport of 
their rage and grief, the troops observed a regular proceeding, which 
proves how firmly discipline had been re-established by the martial 
successors of Gallienus. A general assembly of the army was 
ap})ointed to he held at Chalcedoii, whither A])er was transported in 
chains, as a prisoner and a criminal. A vacant tribunal was enacted 
in the midst of the camp, and the generals and trihuiK's formed a 
great military council. They soon announced to tlie mnltitude that 
their clioice had fallen on Diocletian, commander of the donjcstics 
or body-guards, as the jHjrson the most callable of revenging and 
succeeding their beloved emperor (September 17, A. n. 284). M'lio 
future fortunes of tlie candidate dependc.'d on the cbancii or con- 
duct of the present hour. Conscious that the station which ho 
had filled exposed him to some suspicions, Diocletian ascended tho 
tribunal, and, raising his eyes towards the Sun, made a solemn 
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profession of Lis own innocence, in the presence of that all-seeing 
Deity. Then assuming the tone of a 
sovereign and a judge, he commanded 
that Aper should be brought in chains 
to the foot of tlic tribunal. “ This 
man,’* said ho, “is the murderer of 
Numerian and without giving him 
time to enter on a dangerous justifi- 
cation, drew his sword, and buried it 
in tlie breast of the unfortunate prai- 
f(3Ct. A charge supported by such de- 
cisive proof was admitted without con- 
Dadictiem, and the logious, with re- 
])cated acclamations, acknowledged the 
justice and authority of the cm2Xiror 
1 )ioclotian. 

§ 19. Carinus jMDSscssed arms and 
treasures sufiicieut to supj^ort his le<:^al 
title to the empire. But his personal 
vices overbalanced every advantage of 
birth and situation. The arts of Dio- 
cletian inflamed the general discontent ; 
and tlic winter was einjdoycd in secret 
intrigues and open pret^arations for a 
civil war. In the sja-ing the forces of 
the East and of the West encountered 
each other in the trains of Margus, a 
small city of Mmsia, in the neighhair- 
hood of the Danube. fl’he trooi^s, so 
lately returned from the Persian war, 
had ac(iuircd their glory at the expense 
of healtli and numbers, nor were thev 
in a condition to contend with the un- 
exhausted strength of the legions of Eu- 
rope. Their ranks were broken, and, for 
a moment, Diocletian despaired of the 
l>urple and ot life. But tlie advantage 
w'hich Carinus had obtained by the valour 
of liis soldiers he quickly lost by the 
infidelity of his officers. A tribune, 
whose wife he had seduced, seized tlie 
op])ortunity of revenge, and by a single 
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blow extinguished civil discord in the 
blood of the adulterer (a. d. 285). " ' 


Rotnnn Monument at Ipel, 
ncur Treves. 




Tlic Courtyiirtl of Diocletian’s Palace at Spalatro. (See p. 9Y,) 


CHAPTER VIL 

REIGN OF DIOCLETIAN, AND HIS THREE ASSOCIATES, MAXTMIAN, 
GALERIUS, AND CONSTANTIUS. 

§ 1. Elevation and character of Diocletian. § 2. Diocletian confers tlie 
title of Augustus upon Maximian: his character: Diocletian confers 
the title of C.Tsar upon (lALEriirs and (’oNSTANTirs; their character. 
§ 3. >Suppression of the reladlion of the Daganda; in (jaul: revolt of Carausiiis 
in liritain : his death : recovery of Dritain by Constantins, § 4. Defence 
of the frontiers of the empire: wars in Africa and Egypt. § 5, The 
Persian War: resto<ation of 'fiiidates to Armenia: Ins expulsion by the 
Persians. § 6. The two campaigns of Calerius against the Persians ; 
treaty of peace between the Persians and Komans. § 7. Triumpli of 
Diocletian and Maximian. § 8. Kesidence of the emperors at Milan and 
Nicomedia: debasement of J\onie and the Senate. § 9. Diocletian fissumes 
new imperial titles, and introduces the Persian ceremonial. § 10. blew 
fonn of administration, two Augiisti and two Cajsars. § 11. Increase of 
taxes. § 12. Abdication of Diocletian and Maximian, § 13. Ketirement 
of Diocletian at Saluna. 

§ 1. As the reign of Diocletian was more illustrious than that of any 
of his predecessors, so was his birth more abject and obscure. The 
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parents of Diocletian had been slaves in the house of a Roman senator ; 
nor was he himself distinguished by any other name than that which 
he derived from a small town in Dalmatia, from whence his mother 
deduced her origin.* It is, however, probable that his father obtained 
the freedom of the family. Favourable oiacles, or rather the con- 
sciousness of superior merit, prompted his aspiring son to pursue the 
]>rofcssion of arms and the hopes of fortune. Diocletian was succes- 
sively promoted to the government of Meesia, the honours of tlje 
consulship, and the important command of the guards of the palace. 
He distinguished his abilities in the Persian war ; and after the 
death of Numerian, the slave, by the confession and of his 

rivals, was declared the most worthy of the Imperial throne. 'J’he 
abilities of Diocletian were useful rather than splendid — a vigorous 
mind improved by the experience and study of mankind ; dexterity 
and a])plication in business ; a judicious mixture of liberality and 
economy, of mildness and rigour ; profound dissimulation under the 
disguise of military frankness ; steadiness to pursue liis ends ; flexi- 
bility to vary his means ; and, above all, the great art of submitting 
his own passions, as well as those of others, to the interest of his 
ambition, and of colouring his ambition with the most sjiecious pre- 
tences of justice and public utility. Like Augustus, Diocletian may 
bo considered as the founder of a new empire. Like the adopted 
son of Ciesar, ho was distinguished as a statesman rather than as a 
warrior ; nor did either of those princes employ force, whenever tlieir 
purpose could he effected by policy. 

§ 2. In the year after his accession Diocletian conferred the title 
of Augustus upon Maxiiiiian (a.d, 280), a fortunate soldier, who 
had been horn a peasant, and, like Aiirelian, in tlic territory of 
Sirmiuin. Ignorant of letters, careless of laws, the rusticity of his 
appearance and manners still betrayed in Uie most elevated fortune 
the meanness of his extraction. War was the only art wliicli ho 
l)rofessed. In a long course of service he had distinguished him- 
self on every frontier of the empire ; and though his military 
talents were formed to obey rather than to cc^mmand, he was 
capable, by his valour, constancy, and experience, of executing 
the most arduous undertakings. Kor were tlie vices of Maxirnian 
less useful to his benefactor. Insensible to pity, and fearless of 
a)nscquences, he was the ready instrument of every act of cruelty 
which the policy of that artful prince might at once suggest and 
disclaim. As soon as a bloody sacrifice had been offered to pru- 
dence or to revenge, Diocletian, by his seasonable intercession, saved 

* The town was properly called Doclca, .and the original name of the fortu- 
nate slave was probably Docles ; he first lengtlieiied it to the Grecian harmony 
of Diodes, and at length to the Roman majesty of Diocletianiis. He likewise 
assumed the Patrician name of Valerius. 
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the romainiag few whom ho had never designed to punish, gently 
censured the severity of his stem colleague, and enjoyed tlic com- 
parison of a golden and an iron age, which was universally api)licd 
to their opposite maxims of government. Notwithstanding tho 
di/Tereuce of their characters, tho two emperors maintained, on tho 
throne, that friendship which they had contracted in a private sta- 
tion, The haughty turbulent spirit of Maximiaii was accustomed 
to respect the genius of Diocletian, and confessed the ascendant oi 
reason over brutal violence. From a motive either of pride or 
superstition the two emiierors assumed the titles, the one of Jovius, 
tho other of nerculius. Whilst the motion of the world (such was 
the language of their venal orators) was maintained by the all-seeing 
wisdom of Jupiter, the invincible arm of Hercules purged the cartli 
from monsters and tyrants. 

But even the omnipotence of Jovius and Herculius was insiiflicient 
to sustain the weight of the juiblic administration. 'J’lie prudence 
of Diocletian discovered that the emigre, assailed on every side by 
tho barbarians, required on every side the presence of a great army 
and of an emperor. With this view he resolved once more to divide 
his unwieldy power, and, with the inferior title of (kv.sars, to confer 
on two generals of approved merit an equal share of the sovereign 
authority. Galcrius, surnamed Armen tari us, from his original ])ro- 
fession of a herdsman, and Constantins, who, from liis i)alo com- 
plexion, had acquired the denomination of Chloriis, were the two 
l)ersons invested with the second honours of the lin[)erial purple 
(a.d. 21)2). In describing the country, extraction, and manners of 
Herculius, wc have already delineated tliose of Galcrius, wlio was 
often, and not imj»ropcrly, styled the younger Maxiiniau, though, in 
many instances both of virtue and ability, he api)cars to liavc pos- 
sessed a manifest superiority over the elder, 'i’he birth of Con- 
stantins was less obscure than that of his colleagues. FiUtropius, 
his father, was one of the most considerable nobles of Dardania, and 
his mother was the niece of the emperor ClaiidiTis. Although the 
youth of Constantins had been spent in arms, ho was endowed with 
a mild and amiable disposition, and the popular voice had long since 
acknowledged him worthy of the rank which he at last attained. 
To strengthen tho bonds of political by those of domestic union, 
each of the emperors assumed the character of a father to one of tlic 
(kesars, Diocletian to Galcrius, and Maximian to Constantins ; and 
each, obliging them to repudiate their former wives, bestowed his 
daughter in marriage on his adopted son. These four princes dis- 
tributed among themselves the wide extent of the Homan empire. 
'J’he defence of Gaul, Spain, and Britain was intrusted to Con- 
stantins : Galerius was stationed on the banks of the Danube, as the 
safeguard of the Illyrian XHoviiices. Italy and Africa were con- 
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sidored as the department of Maximian ; and for his peculiar portion 
Diocletian reserved Thrace, Dj];ypt, and the rich countries of Asia. 
Every one was soveroii^n within his own jurisdiction ; but tlieir 
united autliority extended over the whole monarchy, and each of 
them was prepared to assist his colleagues with his counsels or pre- 
sence. The Caesars, in their exalted rank, revered the majesty of the 
omperors, and the three younger princes invariably acknowledged, 
by th(dr gratitude and obedience, the common ])arcnt of their 
fortunes. This important measure was not carried into execution 
till about six years after the association of Maximian, and that 
interval of time had not been destitute of memorable incidents. 

§ 3. The first exploit of Alaximian was the suppn svsion of the 
rchellion of the peasants of Gaul, who, under the appellation of 
Bag aiuhc, liad ravaged G aul with the most savage cruelty. 1 iut Maxi- 
miari had no sooner recovered Gaid from the hands of the peasants, 
than he lost' Britain by the usurpation of Carausius (a.t>. 287). To 
rejKd the incursions of the German inratcs, it was found necessary to 
create a naval power. Gessoriacum, or Boulogne, in the straits of 
tile British Channel, was chosen for tlie station of the Boman fleet ; 
and the command of it was intrusted to Carausius, a Menapian of 
ilie meanest origin, hut who had long signalised his skill as a pilot, 
and his valour as a soldier. ‘The integrity of the new admiral cor- 
res[)onded not with liis abilities. AVheii the German pirates sail(*d 
from their own harbours, he connived at their passage, but he dili- 
gently interceided their return, and appro[)riated to his own use an 
ample share of the s[)oil which they had acquired. Alaximian had 
already given orders for his death ; but the crafty ATenapian had 
attached to his fortunes the fleet which he commaudi'd ; and sailing 
over to Britain, he j)ersuadod the legion and tlie auxiliaries Avhich 
guarded tliat island to embrace his party, and to confer the title of 
Augustus upon him. Carausius held Britain for six years, and 
fortune continued propitious to a rehellion supported with courage 
and ability. He still preserved the possession of Boulogne and tlie 
a<ljacent country. His fleets rode triumphant in the channel, com- 
manded the mouths of tlie Seine and of the Bhine, ravaged the 
coasts of the ocean, and dilluscd beyond the Columns of Hercules the 
terror of his name. At the end of two years (a.d. 289) Diocletian 
and his colleague, who justly dreaded the enterprising sj>irit of 
Carausius, resigned to him the sovereignty of Britain, and reluctantly 
admitted their perfidious servant to a |)articipation of the Imjicrial 
honours. But the adoption of the two Cii'sars restored new vigour 
to the Roman arms ; and wliilc tlio Rhine was guarded by the pre- 
sence of Maximian, his brave associate Constantins assumed the con- 
duct of the British war. His first enterprise was against the 
important place of Boulogne. A stupendous mole, raised across tho 
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entrance to tlic harbour, intercepted all hopes of relict. Ihc town 
surrendered afhT an obstinate defence ; and a considerable part of the 
naval strength of Carausius fell into the hands of the besiegers. 
While Constantins was employed in preparing a fleet adequate to the 
conquest of Britain, he received the intelligence of the tyrant s death. 
'J’lie servants of Carausius imitated the example of treason which ho 
had given. He was murdered by his first minister Alloctus, and the 
assassin succeeded to his power and to his danger (a.d. 2iJd), Ihit 
ho possessed not equal abilities cither to exercise tlic one, or to repel 
the other. After holding the supreme power three years, Asclopi- 
dotus, a distinguished officer of Constantins, succeeded in landing in 
Britain, and defeated and slew Allectus. A single battle, as it Jias 
often happened, decided the fate of this groat island ; and wIkui ( en- 
stantius landed on the shores of Kent, he found them cov(?rod with 
obedient subjects (a.d. 296). 

§ 4. For the purpose of defending the Homan buritory against the 
invasions of the barbarians, Diocletian fixed in the J^]ast a lino of 
camps from Egypt to the Persian dominions; and in the West dili- 
gently repaired, from the mouth of the Bhine to that of tlie Danube, 
the ancient camps, towns, and citadels, and skilfully constructed new 
ones in the most cxi)osed places. The defence of the Danube and of 
the Rhine was intrusted to the Ctesars ; and the Germans seldom ven- 
tured to break through the chain of fortifications. 

While the Ca?sars exercised their valour on the banks of the Rhine 
and Danube, the presence of the emperors was required on the 
southern confines of the Roman world. From the Nile to Mount 
Atlas, Africa was in arms. A confederacy of five Moorish nations 
issued from their deserts to invade the ix'aceful provinces. Jidinn 
had assumed the purjdc at Carthage, and Achilleiis at Alexandria ; and 
even the Blemmyes renewed, or rather continued, their incursions 
into the Upper Egypt. 9'hc i)rogress of the arms of Maximian was 
rapid and decisive. He vaiupiished the fiercest barbarians of Mauri- 
tania, and he removed them from the mountiiins, whose inaccessible 
strength had inspired their inhabitants with a lawless confidence, and 
habituated them to a life of rapine and violence. Diocletian, on his 
side, took Alexandria, after a siege of eight months (a.d. 297), and 
treated the city with the utmost severity. Many thousands of the 
citizens perished in a promiscuous slaughter, and there were few 
obnoxious persons in Egypt who escaped a sentence either of dc’ath 
or at least of exile. The character of the Egyptian nation, insensible 
to kindness, but extremely susceptible of fear, could alone justify this 
excessive rigour. The seditions of Alexandria had oftem affected the 
tranquillity and subsistence of Rome itself. Since the usurpation of 
Firmus, the province of Upper Egypt, incessantly relai)sing into 
rebellion, had embraced the alliance of the savages of ^Ethiopia. The 
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number of the Blcmmyes, scattered between the island of Meroe and 
the lied Sea, was very inconsiderable, their disposition was unwarlike, 
their weapons rude and inoffensive. Yet in the public disorders 
these barbarians i)resumcd to rank themselves among the enemies of 
Home. With a view of opposing to the Blemmycs a suitable ad- 
versary, Diocletian persuaded the Nubata;, or people of Nubia, to 
remove from their ancient habitations in the deserts of Libya, and 
resigned to them an extensive but unprofitable territory above Syeno 
and the cataracts of the Nile, with the stipulation that they should 
ever respect and guard the frontier of the empire. 

§ 5. The reduction of Egypt was immediately followed by the 
l^ersian war. It was reserved for the reign of Diocletian to vanquish 
that powerful nation, and to extort a conlession from the successors 
of Artaxerxes of the superior majesty of the Homan empire. 

We have observed, under the reign of Valerian, that Armenia was 
subdued by the perfidy and the arms of tlie Persians, and that, after 
the assassination of Chosrocs, his son Tiridates, the infant heir of the 
monarchy, was saved by the fidelity of his friends, and educated 
under the protection of the emperors. In the third year of Dio- 
cletian’s reign Tiridates was invested with the kingdom of Armenia 
(a,i). 286). The justice of the measure was not less evident than its 
expediency. It was time to rescue from the usurpation of the Per- 
sian monarch an important territory, which, since the reign of Nero, 
had been always granted under the protection of the empire to a 
younger branch of the house of Arsaces. Tiridates was received in 
Armenia with an unfeigned transport of joy and loyalty. During 
twenty-six years the country had experienced the real and imaginary 
hardships of a foreign yoke. The people flew to arms, and tlie 
Persian garrisons retreated before their fury. Tiridates not only 
expelled the enemies of his family and country from the whole extent 
of Armenia, hut in the prosecution of his revenge he carried his arms, 
or at least his incursions, into the heart of Assyria. Ilis success was 
favoured by the distracted state of the Persian raonareby. The throne 
was disputed by the ambition of contending brothers ; but when the 
civil war was terminated, and Narscs was universally acknowledged as 
king of Persia, lie directed his whole force against the foreign enemy. 
'J’he contest then became too unequal ; and Tiridates, a second time 
expelled from tlio throne of Armenia, once more took refuge in the 
court of the emperors. Narses soon re-estahlished his authority over 
tlie revolted province; and, loudly comj)laining of the protection 
aflbrded by the Romans to rebels and fugitives, aspired to the con- 
quest of the East. 

§ 6. Neither prudence nor honour could permit the emperors to 
forsake the cause of the Armenian king, and it was resolved to exert 
the force of the empire in the Persian war. Diocletian, with the calm 
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dignity which he constantly assumed, fixed his own station in the 
city of Antioch, from whence he prepared and directed tlie military 
operations. The conduct of the legions was intrnsled to the intrepid 
valour of Galerius, wlio, for that important purj^ose, was removed 
from the hanks of tlic Danube to those of the Euphrates, (a.d. 207.) 

The armies soon encountered each other in the plains of Meso- 
jiotamia, and two battles were fonglit with various and doubtful 
success : but the third engagement was of a more decisive nature : 
and the Komaii army received a total overtlirow on the same ground 
which had been rendered memorable by the death of Crassus and 
the slaughter of ten legions. When Galerius returned to Antioch, 
Diocletian received him, not with tlic tenderness of a friend and 
colleague, but with the indignation of an oiiemh'd sovereign. ^J'ho 
haughtiest of men, clothed in his pur^ile, hut humhled by the sense 
of his fault and misfortune, was obliged to follow the emperor’s 
chariot above a mile on foot, and to exhibit, before the whole court, 
the spectacle of his disgrace. 

The result of the second campaign was very dilferent (a.d. 208). 
Galerius, instead of exposing his legions in the open plains of ^leso- 
potamia, advanced through the mountains of Armenia, wliere he 
found tlic inhabitants devoted to his cause, and the country as hi- 
vourablo to the oiierations of infantry as it was inconveniimt for the 
motions of cavalry. Ho siirx)risod the canij^ of the enemy in the 
night, and put them to the rout with dreadful carnage. Nurses 
himself was wounded and escajied with diflicult y ; hut several of his 
wives, his sisters, and children, who had attended the army, were 
taken jirisoncrs. 

Tlie xx)wcr, or at least the siiirit, of Nurses had been broken by 
his last defeat ; and he considered an immediate peace as the only 
means tliat could stop the progress of the Homan arms. He de- 
spatched an andiassador to Diuclctian with a commission to negotiate 
a treaty, or rather to receive whatever conditions the conqueror 
should impose. A treaty was at length concluded between the two 
nations on the following conditions : — ^I. The Ahorrhas, more usually 
calhjd Chahoras, was fixed as the boundary between the two mo- 
narchies. That river fell into the Eiijihratcs at Circesiniu, a frontier 
1 - 0 \vn, which, by the care of Diocletian, was very strongly fortilied. 
Mesopotamia, the object of so many wars, was ceded to the empire ; 
and the rcrsiaiis, by tliis treaty, rcnouncxid all iiretcnsions to that 
great province. II. They relinquished to the Homans live provinces 
beyond the Tigris. Their situation formed a very useful harrier, 
and their natural strength was soon imjirovcd by art and military 
skill. Four of these, to the north of the river, were districts of 
obscure fame and inconsiderable extent — ^Tntilinc, Zabdiceno, Ar- 
jsanenc, and Moxoene ; hut on the cast of the 'J’igi is the cmx^iro 
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acquired the lar}?e and mountainous territory of Carduenc, the 
ancient seat of the Cardiichians, who preserved fur many ages their 
manly freedom in the lieart of tlie desix)tic monarchies of Asia. 
III. Tiridatcs, the faithful ally of Home, was restored to the throne 
of Ills fatliers, and the riglits of the Imperial su})rernacy were fully 
asserted and secured. IV. The inhahitants of Iberia had in their 
hands the narrow defiles of Mount Caucasus ; and it was in their 
choice; cither to admit or to exclude tlie wandering tribes of Sar- 
inatia, whenever a rapacious spirit urged them to ixjnetrate into Hjo 
richer climates of tlie t^oiith. The nomination of the kings of Jk™, 
wliicli was resigned hy the Persian monarch to the emperors, contri- 
buted to the strength and security of the Komaii power in Asia. 
The Kast enjoyed a profound tranquillity during forty years; and 
the treaty between the rival monarchies was strictly observed till 
the death of Tiridatcs; wlion a new generation, animated with 
«Unerent views and ditferent passions, succeeded to the government 
of tlie world; and the grandson of Narsos undertook a long and 
inemorahlo war against the princes of the house of Constantine. 

§ 7. The arduous work of rescuing the distressed empire from 
tyrants and barbarians had now been completely achieved hy a suc- 
cession of Illyrian ix;asaiits. As soon as Diocletian entered into tlic 
twentieth year of his reign, he celebrated that mcnjorahle a'ra, as 
well as ilic success of his arms, hy the pomp of a Roman trinmpli. 
(a.d. 303.) Maximian, the equal partner of his power, was his only 
cuinpanion in the glory of that day. The two Caesars liad fought 
and oonqiierc'd, but the merit of their exploits was ascriixid, ac- 
cording to the rigour of ancient maxims, to the auspicious influence 
of their fatliers and emperors. The triumph of Diocletian and IVIax- 
imian was less magnificent, jxjrhaps, than those of Aiirelian and 
Probiis, hut it Avas dignified by several circumstances of superior 
fame and good fortune. Africa and Britain, tlie Rhine, the Danube, 
and the Nile, furnished their respective trophies ; but the most 
distinguished ornament was of a more singular nature, a Persian 
victory followed by an important conquest. In the eyes of ])os- 
U;rity tliis triumph is remarkable by a distinction of a less bonour- 
ablo kind. It was tlie last that Rome ever beheld. Soon after this 
jieriod the Emperors ceased to vanquish, and Rome ceased to ho 
the capital of the empire. 

§ 8. The previous emperors, though ]icrhaps of African or Illvrian 
extractAon, had respected Romo, as the seat of their power and 
the centre of their extensive dominions. Tlie emergencies of Avar 
very frequently required their presence on the frontiers ; hnt Dio- 
cletian and Maximian Avoro tlie first Roman princes who fixed, 
in time of peace, their ordinary residence in tlie provinces; and 
their conduct, however it might he siiggcstc'd hy private motives. 
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was justified by very specious considerations of policy. The court 
of the emperor of the West was, for the most part, established at 
Milan, whose situation, at the foot of the Alps, appeared far more 
convenient than that of Nome, for the important purpose of watcli- 
ing the motions of the barbarians of Germany. Milan soon assumed 
the splendour of an Imperial city. A circus, a theatre, a mint, a 
palace, baths, which bore the name of their founder Maximian ; 
porticoes adorned with statues, and a double circumference of walls, 
contributed to the beauty of the new capital ; nor did it .steem op- 
pressed even by the proximity of Rome. To rival the majesty of 
Home was the ambition likewise of Diocletian, who employed his 
leisure, and the wealth of the East, in the embellishment of Nico- 
media, a city idacedon the verge of Europe and Asia, almost at an 
e(iual distance between the Danube and the Euphrates. By the taste 
of the monarch, and at the ex^xinse of the people, Nicomedia acquired, 
in the space of a few years, a degree of magnificence which might 
a])pear to have required the labour of ages, and became inferior only 
to Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch, in extent or populousness. ^J’hc 
life of Diocletian and Maximian was a life of action, and a consider- 
able portion of it was spent in camps, or in their long and frequent 
marches ; but whenever the public business allowed them any re- 
laxation, they seem to have retired with pleasure to their favourite 
residences of Nicomedia and Milan. Till Diocletian, in the twentieth 
year of his reign, celebrated his Roman Triumph, it is extremely 
doubtful whether he ever visited the ancient capital of the empire. 
Even on that memorable occasion his stay did not exceed two 
months. 

The dislike expressed by Diocletian towards Rome and Roman 
freedom was not the effect of momentary caprice, but the result of 
the most artful policy. That crafty prince had framed a new 
system of Imperial government, which was afterwards completed 
by the family of Constantine ; and as the image of the old consti- 
tution was religiously preserved in the senate, he resolved to di.‘prive 
that order of its small remains of power and consideration. The 
camp of the Rrmtorians, which had so long oppressed, began to 
protect, the Majesty of Rome ; and as tliose haughty troops wore 
conscious of the decline of their power, tliey were naturally disposed 
to unite their strength witli the authority of llie senate. By the 
l)rudent measures of Diocletian, the numbers of the Prajtorians W(‘re 
insensibly reduced, their privileges abolished, and their place sup- 
plied by two faithful legions of Illyricum, who, under the new 
titles of Joviaris and Ilcrculians, were appointed to perform the 
service of the Imperial guards. The most fatal though secret wound 
which the senate received from the hands of Diocletian and Max- 
imiaii was inflicted by the inevitable operation of their absence. 
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As long as the emperors resided at Rome, that assembly might bo 
oppressed, but it could scarcely be neglected, ^i’he successors of 
Augustus exorcised the power of dictating whatever Jaws their 
wisdom or caprice might suggest ; but those Jaws were ratified by 
the sanction of the senate. The model of ancient freedom was pre- 
served in its deliberations and decrees ; and wise princes, who re- 
spected the iH'ejudicos of the Homan X)coplc, were in some measure 
oldiged to assume the language and behaviour suitable to the general 
and first magistrate of the republic. In the armies and in the pro- 
vinces they displayed the dignity of monarchs ; and when they 
fixed their residence at a distance from the capital, they for ever laid 
aside the dissimulation which Augustus had recommended to his 
successors. In the exercise of the legislative as well as the executive 
power, the sovereign advised with his ministers, instead of consulting 
the great council of the nation. The name of the senate \vas men- 
tioned with lionour till the last i^iod of tlie empire ; the vanity of 
its memlxTS was still flattered with honorary distinctions ; but the 
assembly which had so long been the source, and so long the instru- 
ment of power, was respectfully suflered to sink into oblivion. 
The senate of Rome, losing all connection witli the Imperial court 
and the actual constitution, was left a venerable but useless monu- 
ment of antiquity on the Capitolinc hill. 

§ 9. When the Roman princes l>ad lost sight of the senate and ot 
their ancient capital, they easily forgot the origin and nature of 
their legal power. The civil officijs of consul, of proconsul, of 
censor, and of tribune, by the union of which it had been formed, 
betrayed to the people its republican extraction. Those modest 
titles were laid aside; and if they still distinguished their high 
station by the appellation of lOmpcror, or iMrKBATOR, that word was 
understood in a new and more dignified sense, and no longer denoted 
the general of the Roman armies, hut the sovereign of the Roman 
world. The name of Emperor, which was at first of a military 
nature, was associated with another of a more servile kind. The 
epithet of Dckminu^, or Lord, in its primitive signification, was 
expressive not of the authority of a prince over his subjects, or of a 
commander over his soldiers, but of the desix)tic power of a master 
over his domestic slaves. Viewing it in that odious light, it had 
been rejected witli aiihorrence by the first Cajsars. ^J'heir resistance 
insensibly became more feeble, and the name less odious ; till at 
length the stylo of our Lord and Emperor was not only bcstow^eil 
by flattery, but was regularly admitted into the laws and public 
monuments. From the time of Augustus to that of Diocletian, the 
Roman princes, conversing in a familiar manner among their fellow- 
citizens, were saluted only with the same respect that was usually 
paid to senators and magistrates. Their principal distinction was 
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the Irnixirial or military robe of purple ; whilst the senatorial gar- 
ment was. markcil by a broad, and the eqiicsiTian by a narrow, 
band or stripe of the same honourable colour. The policy of Dio- 
cletian engaged that artful prince to introduce the stately inagiii- 
licenco of the court of Persia, lie ventured to assume the dia<1em, 
an ornament detested by the Romans as the odious ensign of royalty, 
and the use of which had been considered as the most desi)erate act 
of the madness of Caligula. It was no more than a broad white 
fillet set with jxjarls, which encircled the emperor’s head. The 
sumptuous robes of Diocletian and his- successors were of silk and 
gold ; and it is remarked with indignation that even their shoes 
were studded with the most precious gems, 'llie access to tlicir 
sacred ]jersou was every day rendered more dillicult by the insti- 
tution of new forms and ceremonies. When a subject was admitted 
to the Imperial presence, he was obliged, whatever might be his 
rank, to fall prostrate on the ground, and to adore, according to the 
eastern fashion, the divinity of his lord and master. Diocletian 
w\as a man of sense, who, in the course of private as Avell as public 
life, had formed a just estimate both of himself and of mankind; 
nor is it easy to conceive that in substituting the manners of J’ersia 
for those of Rome he was seriously actuated by so mean a i>rinciple 
as that of vanity. He flattered himself that «an ostentation of splen- 
dour and luxury would subdue the imagination of the multitude ; 
that the monarch would he less exposed to the rude licence of the 
I)eople and the soldiers, as his person was secluded from the public 
view ; and that habits of submission would insensibly be product ivo 
of sentiments of veneration. Like the modesty affected by Augustus, 
the state maintained by Diocletian was a theatrical representation ; 
but it must be conf(3SScd that, of the two comedies, the former was 
of a much more liberal and manly character than the latter. It 
was the aim of the one to disguise, and the object of the otlicr to 
display, the imboundc 1 power which the emperors possessed over 
the Roman world. 

§ 10, Ostentation was the first principle of the now system insti- 
tuted by Diocletian. The socoml was division. lie divided the 
empire, the provinces, and every branch of the civil as well as mili- 
tary administration. He multiplied the wheels of the machine of 
government, and rendered its operations less rapid but more secure. 
He had associated three colleagues in the exercise of the supreme 
power ; and as he was convinced that the abilities of a single man 
were inadequate to the public defence, he considered the joint admi- 
nistration of four princes not as a temporary expedient, but as a 
fundamental law of the constitution. It was his intention that tho 
two elder princes should be distinguished by the use of the diadem, 
and the title of Aayusti ; that, as affection or esteem might direct 
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tlioir clioice, ilicy sliould regularly call to their assistance t^\ o siih- 
ordinate colleagues ; and that the CtBsars, rising in their turn to 
the first rank, should supidy an uninterrupted succession of empe- 
rors. The empire was divided into four parts. The East and 
Italy were the most honourable, the Danube and the Hhinc the 
most laborious stations. The former claimed the presence of the 
Awjasti, the latter were intrusted to the administration of the 
CcBSiars. The strength of the legions was in the hands of the four 
partners of sovereignly, and the despair of successively vanquishing 
four formidable rivals might intimidate the ambition of an asi)iring 
general. In their civil government the emperors were supi)osed to 
exercise the undivided power of the monarch, and their edicts, 
inscribed with their joint names, were received in all the provinces, 
as promulgated by their mutual councils and authority. Notwith- 
standing these precautions, the political union of the Uoinan world 
was gradually <lissolvcd, and a laineiplc of division Avas introduced, 
wliicli, in the course of a few years, occasioned the perpetual sepa- 
ration of the eastern and western cm[)ircs. 

§ 11. The system of Diocletian was accompanied with another 
very material disadvantage ; a more expensive establishment, and 
coiisevpicntly an increase of taxes, and the oppression of the people. 
Instead of a modest family of slaves and frecdinen, such as had con- 
tented tlic siinjde greatness of Angnstus and Trajan, three or four 
magnificent courts were cstahlished in the various parts of the 
empire, and as many Eonian hinfjs contended with each other and 
with tliG Persian monarch for the vain superiority of pomp and 
luxury. From this })eriod to the extinction of the empire, it would 
be easy to deduce an uninterrupted series of clamours and complaints 
respecting tlie weiglit of the taxes. According to his religion and 
situation, each Avritcr chooses cither Diocletian, or Constantine, or 
A'alens, or Theodosius, for the object of his invectives ; hut they 
unanimously agree in representing the burden of the public iinpo 
sitious, and particularly the land-tax, as the intolerable and in- 
creasing grievance of their OAvn times. 

§ 12. It was in the twenty-first year of his reign that Diocletian 
executed his inemorahlc resolution of abdicating the empire; an 
action more naturally to have been expected from the elder or the 
younger Antoninus than from a prince, who had never practised tlie 
lessons of philosophy cither in the attainment or in the use of 
supreme power. Diocletian acquired the glory of giving to the 
world the first examine of a resignation wliich has not been very fre- 
quently imitated by succeeding monarchs. The parallel of Charles 
the Fifth, however, will naturally offer itself to our mind, from the 
very striking resemblance between the characters of the tAVo empe- 
rors, wliosc political abilities wore superior to their military genius. 
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and wlioso specious virtues were much less the effect of nature than 
of art. Neither Charles nor Diocletian had arrived at a very 
advanced period of life ; since the one was only fifty-five, and the 
other was no more than fifty-nine years of age ; but the active life 
of those princes, their wars and journeys, the cares of royalty, and 
their application to business, had already impaired their constitution, 
and brought on the infirmities of a premature old age. 

During a whole year Diocletian had suffered from a very severe 
illness ; and he resolved to put an end to the ])ainful struggle 
which he had so long sustained between the care of his health and 
that of his dignity. The former required indulgence and relaxation, 
the latter compelled him to direct, from the bed of sickness, the 
administration of a great empire. He resolved to pass the remainder 
of his days in honourable repose, to place his glory beyond the reach 
of fortune, and to relinquish the theatre of the world to his younger 
and more active associates. The ceremony of his abdication was 
performed in a si)acious plain, about three miles from Nicomedia.. 
(a.d. 305.) The emperor ascended a lofty throne, and, In a speech 
full of reason and dignity, declared his intention, lK)th to the pcoide 
and to the soldiers who were assembled on this extraordinary occasion. 
As soon as he had divested himself of the purple, ho withdrew from 
the gazing multitude, and, traversing the city in a covered charioTi, 
])roceeded without delay to the favourite retirement wliich he had 
chosen in his native country of Dalmatia. On the same day, wliich 
was the first of May, Maximian, as it had been previously concerted, 
made his resigiaation of the Imperial dignity at Milan. Even in the 
splendour of the Roman triumph, Diocletian had meditated liis 
design of abdicating the government. As he wished to secure tlic 
obedience of Maximian, he exacted from him cither a general assur- 
ance that he would submit his actions to the authority of his bene- 
factor, or a particular promise that he would descend from the 
throne whenever he should receive the advice and the examine. 
Maximian yielded reluctantly to the ascendant which his wiser col- 
league had acquired over him, and retired immediately after his 
abdication to a villa in Lucania, where it was almost impossible 
that such an impatient spirit could find any lasting tranquillity. 

§ 13. Diocletian, who, from a servile origin, had raised himself to 
the throne, passed the nine last years of his life in a private con- 
dition. Reason had dictated, and content seems to have accom- 
panied, his retreat, in wliich he enjoyed for a long time the rcsiiect 
of those princes to whom he had resigned the possession of the 
world. Diocletian had preserved, or at least ho soon recovered, a 
taste for the most innocent as well as natural pleasures, and his 
leisure hours were sufficiently employed in building, planting, and 
gardening. His answer to Maximian is deservedly celebrated. Ho 
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was soliciferl hy that restless old man to reassrime the reins of 
government and the Imperial purple. He rejected the temptation 
with a smile of pity, calmly observing that, if lie could show Max- 
imian the cabbages which, he had planted with Ids own hands at 
Salona, he should no longer be urged to relinquish the enjoyment 
of happiness for the jiursuit of power. Diocletian resided in a niag- 
niticeiit palace, which he had erected about six or seven miles from 
Salona ; and we may infer, from the greatness of the work, how long 
he had meditated his design of abdicating the empire. It covered 
an extent of ground consisting of between nine and ten Phigfish acres. 
The form was quadrangular, flanked with sixteen lowers. Two of 
the sides were near 600, and the other two near 700 feet in length. 
Tlie whole was constructed of a beautiful free-stone, extracted from 
the neighbouring quarries of ’Jh-au or Tragntium, and very little 
inferior to marble itself. Four streets, intersecting each other at 
right angles, divided the several parts of this great edifice, and the 
approach to the principal apartment was from a very statelj'^ entrance, 
which is still denominated the Golden Gate. The approach was 
terminal ed by a per istylinm of granite columns, on one side of 
which w'c discover the square temple of iEsculapius, on the otlior 
the octagon tom])le of Jupiter. Had this magnificent edifice re- 
mained in a solitary couiiiry, it would have been exposed to the 
ravages of time ; but it might, jjerhajis, have escaped the rapacious 
industry of man. '^I'lio village of Aspalathus, and, long afterwards, 
the provincial town of Spalatro, have grown out of its ruins. The 
Golden Gate now opens into the market-place. St. John the Baptist 
has usurped the honours of ASsculajAus ; and the temple of Jupiter, 
under tlie protection of the Virgin, is converted into the cathedral 
church. 
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CnAPTKK VI 1 1. 

rilOM THE ABDICATJON OF DIOCLETIAN TO THE REUNION OF THE 
EMPIRE UNDER CONSTANTINE, 

§ 1. Const ANT ius and Galerius the two Augnsti ; appointment of 
Severus and Maximin as the two Ccci-ars. § 2. Death of Constantins 
and elevation of Constantine. § 3. Maxentius dechued Emperor at 
liome : Maximian reassuines the purple : defeat and death of tieveiTis. 
§4. Constantine marries Fausta, the daughter of lVla.\imian. §5. Unsuc- 
cessful invasion of Italy by Galerius: I.iciNius and Maximin made 
Augusti: six emperors, § 6. Misfortunes and <leath of T^laximian, § 7, 
Death of Galerius. § 8. Civil war between Constantine and Maxentius : 
defeat and death of Maxentius §9. Constantine’s conduct at Konie : bis 
triumphal arch : he suppresses the Pratoiian guards. § 10. War between 
Maximin and Licinius ; death of Ma.\imin. § 11, War between Con- 
stantine and Licinius, § 12. Constantine defeats the Goths. § 13. 
Second war between Constantine and Licinius: death of Licinius: reunion 
of the empire. 

§ ]. The balance of power established by Diocletian subsisted no 
longer than while it Avas sustained by the firm and dexterous band of 
the founder. It required such a fortunate mixture of diflerent tempers 
and abilities as could scarcely be found, or even expected, a second 
lime; two emperors without jealousy, two Cmsars without ainbi- 
lion, and the same general interest invariably pursued by four inde- 
pendent princes. The abdication of Diocletian and Maximian Avas 
succeeded by eighteen years of discoid and confusion (a.u. 305- 
823). The empire was afflicted by five civil wars ; and the re- 
mainder of the time Avas not so much a state of tranquillilij as a 
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suspension of arms between several hostile nionarchs, who, viewing 
eAcli other with an eye of fear and hatred, strove to increase their 
respective forces at the expense of their subjects. 

As soon as Diocletian and Maximian had resigned the purple, 
their station, according to the rules of the new constitution, was 
lilted by the two Caisars, Constantins and Galcrius, who imme- 
diately assumed the title of Augustus. The honours of seniority 
and precedence were allowed to the former of those princes, and he 
continued under a new appellation to administer his ancient depart- 
ment of Gaul, Spain, and Britain. 

Diocletian considered Galcrius, who had married his daughter, as 
tlie firmest support of his family and of tlie empire ; and he con- 
sented, without reluctance, that his successor should nominate the 
two new Caesars. The nomination was fixed without consulting the 
interest or inclination of the i)rinces of the West. Each of them 
had a son who was arrived at the ago of manhood, and who might 
have been deemed the most natural candidates for the vacant honour. 
But the impotent resentment of ^Maximian was no longer to be 
dreaded ; and the moderate Constantins, though he might despise 
tlie dangers, was humanely apiwehensive of the calamities, of civil 
war. The two jicrsons whom Galcrius promoted to the rank of 
Ca'sar w^crc much better suited to serve the views of his ambition ; 
and their ]nincipal reeominoiidatioii seems to have consisted in the 
want of merit or personal consecpi(‘nce. The first of those wus Daza, 
or, as he was afterwards called, Maximin, whose mother was the sister 
of Galcrius. The inox['erienced youth still betrayed by his manners 
and language his rustic education, when, to his own astonishment, 
as well as that of the world, he was invested by Diocletian with the 
]»urplc, exalted to the dignity of Cjesar, and intrusted with the 
soverc;ign command of Egyi3t and Sjn-ia. At the same time Severus, 
a faithful servant, addicted to pleasure, hut not incapable of busi- 
ness, Avas sent to Milan to receive from the reluctant hands of 
Maximian the Caisarian ornaments and the possession of Italy and 
Africa. According to the forms of the constitution, Severus acknow- 
ledged the su]3remacy of the western emperor ; hut he Avas ahso- 
luhdy devoted to the commands of his benefactor Galcrius, Avho, 
reserving to himself the intermediate countries from the confines of 
Italy to those of Syria, firmly established his poAver over threc-fonrtlis 
of the monarchy. The health of Constantins had boon long declin- 
ing, and Galcrius looked forward Avith confidence to the time Avhen 
the death of Constantins w^ould leave him sole master of the rvoinan 
world. 

§ 2. But, within less than eighteen months, tAA^o unexpected rev’O- 
lutions overturned the ambitious schemes of Galerius. The hopes 
of uniting the western provinces to his empire were disappointed by' 
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the elcvcation of Constantine; whilst Italy and Africa were lost hy 
the successful revolt of Maxentins. 

Constantine, the son of Constantins anti Helena, was most 
probably born at Naissus, in Dacia, a.d. 274. He was about 
eighteen years of age when his father was promoted to the rank of 
Caesar; but that fortunate event was attended with his motlicr’s 
divorce ; and the splendour of an Imperial alliance reduced the sou 
of Helena to a state of disgrace and humiliation. Instead of follow- 
ing Constantins in the West, he remained in the service of Diocle- 
tian, signalised his valour in the wars of Kgypt and Persia, and 
gradually rose to the honourable station of a tribune of the first 
order. The figure of Constantine was tall and majestic ; he was 
dexterous in all his exercises, intrepid in war, afiablc in jicace ; in 
liis whole conduct the active spirit of youth was tempered by habi- 
tual prudence ; and wliile his mind was engrossed by ambition, he 
appeared cold and insensible to the allurements of pleasure. The 
favour of the people and soldiers, who had named him as a worthy 
candidate for the rank of Csesar, served only to exasperate the jea- 
lousy of Galerius ; and though prudence might restrain him from 
exercising any open violence, an absolute monarch is seldom at a 
loss liow to execute a sure and secret revenge. Every hour in- 
creased the danger of Constantine, and the anxiety of his fixther, 
who, by repeated letters, expressed the warmest desire of embracing 
his son. For some time the policy of Galerius supidied him with 
delays and excuses, but it was impossible long to refuse so natural 
a request of his associate without maintaining his refusal by arms. 
The permission of the journey was reluctantly granted, and, what- 
ever precautions the emperor might have taken to intercept, a return, 
the consequences of xvhich he with so much reason apprehended, 
they were effectually disappointed by the incredible diligence of 
Constantine. Leaving the palace of Nicomedia in the night, he tra^ 
veiled post through Bithynia, Thrace, Dacia, Pannonia, Italy, and 
Gaul, and, amidst the joyful acclamations of the people, reached the 
port of Boulogne in the very moment when his father was preparing 
to embark for Britain. 

The British expedition, and an easy victory over the barbarians of 
Caledonia, were the last exploits of the reign of Constantins. He 
ended his life in the Imperial palace of York (July 25, a.d. 306), 
fifteen months after he had received the title of Augustus, and 
almost fourteen years and a half after he had been promoted to the 
rank of Csesar. His death was immediately succeeded by the eleva- 
tion of Constantine, who was saluted by the troops with the names 
of Augustus and Emperor. The throne was the object of his 
desires ; and had he been less actuated by ambition, it was his only 
pieans of safety. He was well acquainted with the character and 
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sentiments of Galerius, and sufficiently apprised that, if he wished 
to live, he must determine to reign. Galerius thought it more pm- 
dent to dissemble his rage and disappointment. AVithout either 
condemning or ratifying the choice of the British army, Galerius 
accepted the son of his deceased colleague as the sovereign of the 
provinces beyond the Alps ; but he gave him only the title of Ca?sar, 
and the fourth rank among the Roman princes, whilst he conferred 
the vacant place of Augustus on his favourite Severus. The appa- 
rent harmony of the empire was still preserved, and Constantine, 
who already possessed the substance, expected, without impatience, 
an opfiortunity of obtaining the honours of supreme power. 

§ 3. Galerius had introduced into Italy the same system of taxa- 
tion which prevailed in the provinces. 'J'his was a necessary con- 
sequence of the division of the empire. So long as Italy and all the 
provinces were under one and the same government, the provinces 
alone might bear the expenses without any i)articular hardship ; but 
when Italy and Africa were formed into a sei>arate division of the 
empire, it was impossible that the whole expenses of the govern- 
ment sliould be defrayed by Africa alone. The Roman people, ho’w- 
ever, unaccustomed to taxation, resented with indignation tliis 
invasion of their privileges. The long absence of the emperors had 
already filled Romo with discontent. I'he senate fanned the rising 
fury of the people ; and tlie feeble remains of the Pra3torian guards, 
who had reason to apprehend their own dissolution, embraced so 
honourable a pretence, and declared their readiness to draw their 
swords in the service of their oppressed country. It was the wish, 
and it soon became the hope, of every citizen that, after expelling 
from Italy their foreign tyrants, they should elect a prince who, by 
the place of his residence, and by his maxims of government, miglit 
once more deserve the title of Roman emperor. The name, as w^ell 
as the situation of Maxciitius, determined in his favour the popular 
enthusiasm. 

Maxentius was the son of the emperor Maximian, and he had 
married the daughter of Galerius. His birth and alliance seemed to 
olfer him the fairest promise of succeeding to the empire ; but his 
vices and incapacity procured him the same exclusion from the dig- 
nity of Ccesar which Constantine had deserved by a dangerous supe- 
riority of merit. The policy of Galerius preferred such associates 
as would never disgrace the choice, nor dispute the commands, of 
their benefactor. An obscure stranger was therefore raised to the 
throne of Italy, and tho son of the late emperor of the West was left 
to enjoy the luxury of a private fortune in a villa a few miles distant 
from the capital. The gloomy passions of his soul, shame, vexation, 
and rage, were inflamed by envy on the news of Constantine’s suc- 
cess ; but the hopes of Maxentius revived with the public discontent. 
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and he was easily persuaded to unite his personal injury and 2 n*cten- 
sions with the cause of the Roman people. He was invested with 
the imperial ornaments, and was acknowledged, hy ibe applauding 
senate and people, as the x^rotectorof the Homan freedom and dignity. 
Maximian joyfully broke from the retirement where the autliority 
of Diocletian had condemned him to pass a life of melancholy soli- 
tude, and at the request of his son and of the senate condescended 
to rcassume the purple. Ilis ancient dignity, his experi(^nce, and 
his fame in arms added strength as well as rcqaitation to the party 
of Maxentius. 

The emj»eror Severus immediately hastened to Rome, in the full 
contidcncc that, by his unexpected celerity, he should easily su])press 
the tumult of an un warlike X)opulace, commanded hy a licentious 
youth. Rut he found on his arrival the gates of the city shut 
against him, the walls filled with men and arms, an experienced 
general at the head of the rebels, an<l his own trooi)S without s}»irit 
or atfeclion. The greater number of his soldiers deserted to the 
enemy; and the unfortunate Severus fled, with ])reci])ilation, to Ra- 
venna. ILjre he might for some time have been safe ; hut IMaxiinian, 
who conducted the siege in person, prevailed upon his ft'urs Jiot to 
exx^ose himself to the discretion of an iiTitated coiupieror, hut toacce])t 
the faith of an honoiirahlc cai)itulafion. He was at first received 
with humanity and treated with rcs])ect, hut was shortly afterwards 
compelled to put an end to his own life (Fehrnary, a.d. h07). 

§ 4. Thougli the characters of Constantine and Maxentius had 
very little affinity with each other, their situation and interest were 
the same, and ])rudence seemed to require Miat they should unite 
their forces against the common enemy. Maximian jiassed the A1])S, 
and, courting a x^tjrsonal interview with the sovereign of Gaul, 
carried with him his daughter Fausta as the pledge of the new 
alliance. The marriage was celchratijd at Arles with every circum- 
stance of magnificence ; and the ancient colh'ague of Diocletian, who 
again asserted his claim to the Western empire, conferred on his 
son-in-law and ally the title of Augustus. Ry consenting to receive 
that honour from Maximian, Constantine seemed to emhi-accj the 
cause of Rome and of the senate; Imt his x^J'ufessions were ambi- 
guous, and his assistance slow and ineffectual . He consi<lered with 
attention the approaching contest between the mastei's of Italy and 
the emperor of the East, and was prcx»arcd to consult liis own safety 
or ambition in the event of the war. 

§ T). Tlie in^portsmee of the occasion called for the jiresenco and 
abilities of fialerius. At the head of a powerful army collected from 
Illyricum and the East, he entered Italy, resolved to revenge the 
deatVi of Severus and to chastise the rebellious Romans. Rut the 
skill of Maximian had concerted a jn'udent system of defence. The 
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inviider found every place hostile, fortified, and inaccessible; and 
thoiii^h he forced liis way as far as Narni, within sixty miles of 
Koine, bis dominion in Italy was confined to the narrow limits of his 
camp, lie was at length obliged to retreat with disj^race, and to leave 
Maximian and Maxentius in the undisturbed possession of Italy. 

dalerius, upon his return from Italy, raised his friend Jaciniiis tc 
the rank of Augustus in the place of Severus, and resigned to his 
immediate command tlio provinces of Illyricum (a.d. 307, Nov. 11). 
The news of his j)romotion was no sooner carried into the hast, than 
Maximin, who governed, or rather op[)ressed, the countries of 
Egyi)t and Syria, disdained the inferior name of Ca'sar, and, not- 
withstanding the prayers as well as arguments of Onleriiis, exacted, 
almost l)y violence, the equal title of Augustus. For the first, and 
indeed for the last time, the Koman W{)rld was adminisiere<l by six 
emperors (a.d. 308). In the West, Constantine and IMaxontiiis 
affectc'd to reverence their father Maximian. In the Ikist, Licinius 
\nd ^laxiinin hoiioun^l with more real consideratiim tlieir benefactor 
dalerius. The o[)[)osition of interest, and the memory of a recent 
war, divided tlic eni]>ire into two great hostile powers; but their 
mutual fixirs produced an atqiarent tranijuillity, and even a feigned 
reconciliation, till the death of the elder princes, of ^laximian, and 
more particularly of dalerius, gave a new direction to the views and 
passions of their surviving associates. 

§ 0. It was impossible that minds like those of IMaximion and his 
son could long possess in harmony an undivided ])owcr. IMaxentiiis 
consiilered himself as tlie legal sovereign of Italy, elected by the 
Roman senate and jiooiile ; nor would lie endure the control of his 
father, who arrogantly declared that by /o'.s- name and abilities the 
rash youth liad beiMi established on the throne, ddio cause was so- 
lemnly l>lcaded before the Pradorian guards ; and those trooi)s, who 
dreaded tlie sevei'ily of the old emperor, espoused the party of flax- 
en tins. Till! life and freedom of Maximian were, however, respected, 
and he retired from Italy into Illyricum. But nalorius, who was 
well acquainted with his character, soon obliged him to leave his 
dominions, and the last refuge of the disappointed ^laximian was 
the court of his son-in-law Constantine. He was received witli re- 
spect by that artful prince. But wlnle Constantine was engaged 
upon the Rhine in repelling an incursion of the Franks, Maximian 
seized the vacant throne. The rapid return of Constiuitine defeated 
all the hopes of Maximian, who fled for refuge to Marseilles. The 
inhabitants of this city surrendered him to Constantine, who com- 
pelled the old man to jnit an end to his life (a.J). 310, February), 
lie deserved his fate; but we should find more reason to applaud 
the humanity of Constantine, if he had spared the benefactor of his 
father, and the father of his wife. 
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§ 7. Galcrins survived his retreat from Italy about four years. 
Jlis death was occasioned by a very jiaiiiful and lingering disorder 
(a. d. 311). His body, swelled by an intemperate course of life to 
an unwieldy corpulence, was covered with ulcers, and devoured by 
innumerable swarms of those insects which have given their name 
to a most loathsome disease, winch the Christians, whom he had 
cruelly persecuted, regarded as the visible effect of divine justice, 
llis dominions were shared between Maximin and Licinins. 'The 
provinces of Asia fell to the share of Maximin, and those of Europe 
augmented tlie portion of Licinins. The deaths of Maxiinian and of 
Galerius reduced the number of em])crors to four, 'j'hc sense of 
their true interest soon connected Licinins and Constantine ; a 
secret alliance was concluded between Maximin and Maxeiitiiis, and 
their unhappy subjects expected with terror the bloody consequences 
of their inevitable dissensions, which were no longer restrained by 
the fear or the respect which they had entertained for Galcrins. 

§ 8. While Constantine governed Gaul with justice, and repulsed 
witli vigour the inroads of the Franks and Alcmanni, Italy and 
Africa gr(»aned under the dominion of Maxentius, a tyrant as con- 
temptible as he was odious. Ilis incapacity, profligacy, and cruelty 
knew no hounds. Maxentius had imbibed the same implacable 
aversion to the senate which had characterised most of the former 
tyrants of Home ; nor was it possible for his ungrateful temper to 
forgive the generous iidclity which had raised liim to the throne. 
The lives of the senators were exposed to his jenlous suspicions, the 
dishonour of their wiv'es and danglitcrs gratified his sensual pas- 
sions, lie filled Hoinc and Italy with armed troops, connived at 
their tumults, and suffered them with im])unity to plunder, and 
even to massacre, the defenceless Y>coplc. Rome, which had so long 
regretted the absence, lamented, during the six years of his reign 
(a. d. 303-312), the presence of her sovereign. 

Maxentius, who pretended to resent the death of his father Maxi- 
mian, ordered all the statues that had been erected in Italy and 
Africa to tlie lionour of Constantine to he tlirown down with igno- 
miny, aTid prc])arod a considerable force to invade the Gallic provinces 
on the side of Rluojtia. Constantine at first endeavoured to avoid a 
war, of the difficulty arid importance of which he was well aware ; 
hut when he saw that Maxentius openly avowed his pretensions to 
the whole monarchy of the West, ho resolved to anticipate the enemy, 
and to carry the war into the heart of Italy. At the head of about 
40,000 soldiers ho crossed the Cottian Alps (Mount Genevre), 
defeated the army of Maxentius at Turin, entered Milan, and laid 
siege to Verona, under the walls of which he gained a decisive vic- 
tory over another army of his adversary. But the resources of 
Maxentius, both of men and money, were still considerable. A 
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third army was soon collected, which the pusillanimous emperor 
was compelled by the contempt of the Jlomari people to lead in 
person. The final battle was fought at a place called Saxa Ilubra, 
about nine miles from Home. After an obstinate struggle the army 
of Maxentius was put to the rout, and liis troops, pursued by an 
implacable enemy, rushed by thousands into the deep and rapid 
stream of tlie Tiber. The emperor himself attempted to escape 
back into the city over the Milvian bridge, but the crowds which 
j)ressed together through that narrow passage forced him into the 
river, where he was immediately drowned by the weight of his 
armour (October 28, a. d. 312). 

§ 9. Jn the use of victory Constantine neither deserved the praise 
of clemency nor incurred the censure of immoderate rigour. He 
put to death the two sons of the tyrant, and carefully extirpated 
his whole race ; hut he pardoned even the most distiuguisluid adhe- 
rents of ^laxentiiis. Games and festivals were instituted to pre- 
serve the fame of the victory of Constantine, and several editices, 
raised at the ext)euse of Maxentius, w'ere dedicated to the honour ot 
his successful rival. The triumjdial arch of Constantine still re- 
mains a molauchuly proof of the decline of the arts, and a singular 
testimony of the meanest vanity. As it was not pi>ssihlc to find in 
the capital of the empire a sculptor who was capable of adorning 
that Y’l^blic monument, the arch of Trajan, without any res\'.eet 
either for his memory or for the rules of ])ropriety, was stripped ot 
its most elegant figures. ^J'hc ditference of times and persons, of 
actions and cliaracters, was totally disregarded. The Parthian cap- 
tives appear prostrate at the feet of a [)rincc who never carried his 
arms beyond the Euphrates ; and curious antiquarians can still 
discover the head of Trajan on the trophies of Constantine. The 
new ornaments which it was necessary to introduce hetw’ccn the 
vacancies of ancient sculpture arc executed in the rudest and most 
unskilful manner. 

The final abolition of the Pra3torian guards w^as a measure of 
prudence as well as of revenge. Those haughty troo['-s, whose 
numbers and privileges had been restored, and even augmented, by 
Maxentius, were for ever suppressed by Constantine. By suppress- 
ing the troops which w^re usually stationed in Home, Constantine 
gave the fatal blow to the dignity of the senate and people, and the 
disarmed capital was exposed, without protection, to the insults or 
neglect of its distant master. Constantine passed no more than 
two or three months in Rome, wliieli he visited twdee during the 
remainder of his life to celebrate the solemn festivals of the tentli 
and of the twentieth years of his reign. He was almost perpetually 
in motion, to exercise the legions or to inspect the state of the pro- 
vinces. Treves, Milan, Aquileia, Sirinium, Naissus, and Tliessa- 
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loaica were the occasional places of his residence till he founded a 
KEW Eome on ilw confines of Europe and Asia. 

§ 10. The war between Constantino and Mnxentius was followed 
by a similar stru^^lc between Liciniiis and Maxiinin (a. I). Slii). 
Licinins had repaired to Milan to celebrate liis marriage with Coii- 
stautia, the sister of Constantine ; but he was summoned from this 
city by the hostile approach of Maximian, wlio moved out of Syria 
in the depth of winter, crossed over into Europe, and took liyzan- 
tiuin after a siege of eleven days. The two armies met in the 
neighbourhood of lleraclea, and lucinius gained a decisive victoiy 
over the emperor of the East. Tlie incredible s]iced which Maximin 
exerted in his flight is much more colchraled than his pru^vess in 
the battle. Twenty-four liours afterwards he was seen pale, trem- 
bling, and without his linjierial ornaments, at Kicomedia, IGO miles 
from the place of bis defeat. He surviv'cd his misfortune only three 
or four memths. Ilis death, which happened at Tarsus, was vari- 
ously ascribed to despair, to iioison, and to the divine justice. As 
Maximin was alike destitute of abilities and of virtue, he was 
lamented neither by the pcojile nor by the soldiers. The provinces 
ot the East, delivered from the terrors of civil war, checiTully 
acknowledged the authority of Licinius. 

§ 11. The Koinan world was now divided bet'ween Cuustanline 
and Licinius, the former of whom was master of the West, and tlie 
latter ot the East. A year had scarcely elat)scd after the death of 
Maxiinin, before the victorious emperors turned their arms against 
each other (a. D. 314). Constantine gained two victories over his 
opponent. The first battle was fought near Cibalis, a city of Pan- 
nonia, situated on the river Save ; the second was fought in the 
plain of Mardia in Thrace, and both w(^re ohstinalo and bloody. 
The successive defeats of Licinius had ruined his forces, hut tlicy 
had displayed his courage and abilities ; ami, accordingly, when he 
sued for peace, the good sense of Constanliiie preferred a gn^at and 
certain advantage to a third trial of (he chance of arms. He con- 
sented to leave Licinius in the possession of Tliracc, Asia Minor, 
Syria, and Egypt ; but the provinces of Pannonia, Dalmatia, Dacia, 
Macedonia, and Greece, were yielded to the Western cm ] are, ami 
the dominions of Constantine now extended from the confines of 
Caledonia to the extremity of Peloponnesus. It was stipulated by 
tlie same treaty that three royal youths, tlie sons of the cmi)Croi-s, 
should be called to the hopes of the succession. Crispus and the 
young fkinstantinc were soon afterwards declared Caesars in the 
West, while the younger Licinius was invested with the same dignity 
in the East. In this double proportion of lioiiours, the conqueror 
asserted the superiority of his arms and power. 

§ 12, The reconciliation of Constantine and Licinius, though it 
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was embittered by resentment and jealousy, by the remembrance of 
recent injuries, and by the apprehension of future dangers, main- 
tained, however, above eight years, the tranquillity of the Ilomaii 
wo'-ld. ^J'his time was employed by Conshinfcine in reforming the 
adininistration of the empire by various enactments, and in defend- 
ing the frontiers against the inroads of the barbarians. Crispus, a 
youth of the most amiable character, who had received with the title 
of Ca'sar the command of the llliine, distinguished his conduct as 
Avell as valour in several victories over the Franks and Alemanni. 
The emperor himself had assumed the more difficult and important 
province of the Danube (a. d. S22). The (Joths, who in the time 
of Claudius and Aurelian had felt the weight of the Eoman arms, 
respected the power of the empire, even in the midst of its intestine 
divisions. Jhit the strength of that warlike nation was now restored 
by a peace of near tifty years ; a new generation had arisen, who no 
longer remeniUa'ed the misfortunes of ancient days : the Sarmatians 
of the lake Maotis followed the Gothic standard either as subjects 
or as allies, and their united force was poured upon the countries of 
lllyriciim. ‘Coiistantinc encountered a very obstinate resistance, 
but he prevailed at length in the contest, and the Goths were coni- 
pelhid to purchase an ignominious retreat by restoring tlie booty and 
prisoners which they had taken. Nor was this advantage suflicient 
to satisfy the indignation of the emperor. He resolved to clmstise 
HS well as to repulse the insolent barbarians who liad dared to 
itivade the territ(»ries of Iiorne. At the head of his legions he passed 
the Danube, after rej)airing the bridge wliicli had been constructed 
by Trajan, penetrated into the strongest recesses of Dacia, and, wlien 
he had inflicted a severe revenge, condescended to give jioncc to tlie 
su])pliant Goths, on condition that, as often as they were required, 
they should supply his armies with a body of 40,000 soldiers. 

§13. In this exalted state of glory it was impossible that Con- 
stantine should any longer endure a ]wtner in the cnqaro. Con- 
fiding in the su])eriority of his genius and military ]H)wer, he deter- 
mined, without any previous injury, to exert them for the destruc- 
tion of Licinius, whoso advanced age and unpopular vices seemed to 
offer a very easy con(|ucst. But the old emperor, awakened by the 
approaching danger, deceived the expectations of his friends, as well 
as of his enemies. Calling forth that S[tirit and those abilities by 
which he had deserved the friendship of Galerius and the Imperial 
purple, he prepared himself for the contest, collected the forces of 
the East, and soon filled the i)lains of Hadriano]»lc with his troops, 
and the Straits of the Hellespont with his fleet. The first battirt 
was fought near Hadrianople (July 3, a. d. 323), and each emperor 
brought more tlian 100,000 men into the field. Licinius was dey 
leated with great slaughter, his fortified camp w’as taken by storm, 
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and lie took refuge within the walls of Byzantium. The siege of 
this important city was immediately undertaken by Constantine. 
His son Crispus forced the passage of the Hellespont and destroyed 
the fleet of Licinius; whereupon Licinius, thinking himself no 
longer secure in the city, crossed ov'or to Chalcedon. Tn Bith^mia 
Licinius collected another army, but was toinlly defeated in a 
second battle fought at Chrysopolis, now called Scutari. This 
defeat irretrievably determined the fate of Licinius. Constantia, 
the wife of liicinius, and the sister of Constantine, interceded with 
her brother in favour of her husband, and obtained from him the pro- 
mise, confirmed by an oath, that, after the resignation of tlic purj)Ie, 
Licinius himself slioukl bo permitted to pass the remainder of liis 
life in peace and afllnence. Licinius solicited and accepted the 
pardon of his oRences, laid himself and liis purple at the feet of his 
lord and muster, was raised from the ground with insulting pit}^ 
and soon afterwards was sent away to Thessalonica, whicli liad been 
chosen for the jilace of Ids confinement. Ilis confinement was soon 
terminated by death, and it is doubtful whether a tumult of the 
soldiers, or a decree of the senate, Avas suggested as tlie motive for 
his execution. According to the rules of tyranny, he Avas accused 
of forming a conspiracy, and of holding a treasonable corres[)<)ndence 
Avith the barbarians ; but as he AA'as never convicted, either by his 
OAvn conduct or by any legal evidence, avc may perhaps be allow’cd, 
from his Aveakness, to presume his innocence. By this victory of 
Constantine the Ivomaii A\'’orld AA^as again united under the authority 
of one emperor, thirty-seven years after Diocletian liad divided his 
jiower and jirovinccs Avith his associate Maxindan (a. d. 3L!4). The 
establisliment of the Christian religion, and the foundation of Con- 
stantinople, Avero the immediate and memorable consecpicno^s of 
this revolution. 
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CIIAPTER IX. 

THE CONDUCT OF THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT TOWARDS THE CHRISTIANS, 
AND THE JiEGAL ESTABLISHMENT OF CHRISTIANITY. 

§ 1. Progress of the Chiistian religion. § 2. Causes of its persecution by 
the Roman government. § 3, IVrsccution of the Christians in the reign 
of Nero. § 4, In tlio reign of Doinitian. § 5. In the reigns of Trajan, 
Hadrian, and M. Aurelius. § 6. Treatment of the Christians in the reigns 
of Cominodus and Septimius Severus. § 7. Treatment of the (Christians from 
the death of Severus to the death of Philip. § 8. From the death of 
Philip to the accession of Diocletian. § 9. Kdicts of Diocletian against 
the Christians. § 10. General idea of the persecution in the ditt'erent 
provinces of the Roman Empire. § 11. Edict of toleration published by 
Galcrius. § 12. Edict of Milan. § 13. Conversion of Constantine: 
appearance of a cross in the sky, § 14. The labarum or standard of the 
cross. § 15. Establishment of Christianity as the religion of the state. 
§ IG. Basilica of St. Peter. 

§ 1. While the Homan emigre was invaded by open violence, or 

undermined by slow decay, a pure and luimb^rcl^ioi:^ cgitly^i^j 

sinuated itself into the minds of men, grew o|J 

scurity, derived new vigour from opposition, and finally evectod^tbo 

triumphant banner of the Cross on the ruins of 

was the influence of Christianity confined to 

limits of the Roman empire. After a revolutioi^j^lJihiMi^n or 
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teen centuries, that religion is still professed by the nations of 
Europe, the most distinguished portion ol liuinan kind in arts and 
learning as well as in arms. Hy the industry and zeal of the 
Euro])eans it has been widely dillused to the most distant sJiores 
of Asia and Africa ; and by the means of their colonies has been 
firmly established from Canada to Chili, in a world unknown to the 
ancients. 

§ 2. Xotwithstanding the jnirity of the Christian religion, the 
sanctity of its moral precepts, and the innocent as wcdl as anstf're 
lives of the greater nmnher of those who during tlie hist ages em- 
braced the faitli of the Gosijol, its dissemination was violently 
o})])osed, and its disciples put to death, by many of the Homan 
(uniKirors, who beliehl without concern a thousand forms of ndigion 
subsisting in peace under their gentle sway. Tlie first and eliiet 
cause of the persecution of the Christians was undoubtedly owing 
to their prosely ting ardour, llclieving that their religion was the 
only means of kccuriiig the eternal happiness of man, they could not 
rest without using every effort to convince the world of the truth 
of Christianity, and of the falsehood of the ])rcvailing superstitious. 
Such conduct was diametrically o]‘posed to the acknowledged I’oly- 
theism. The religious concord of the Pagan world was principally 
supported by the implicit assent and reverence which the nations of 
anti(piity expressed for their rcspcictive traditions and ceremonies. 
Although the Jews also claimed the exclusive ])osscssion of divine 
knowledge, yet their case difl’ered from that ol’ tlie Christians in two 
important j)oints, which saved them from the ])ersc‘cutions to which 
the Christians were ex|X)scd. In the first place, the Jews nuule 
few converts, and therefore did not provoke the ang'*r of their 
neighbours by withdrawing friends and relations from the religion 
ill which they had been brought up; and, in tlie secfUid jdace, the 
Jews were a nation, while the Cliristians were a "Jlic latter 

difference is siuiiile and obvious, but, according to tlio sentiments of 
anti(piity, it was of the highest importance. 'J'he Jews only piirse- 
vered in the sacred institutions of their ancestors ; and it wss uni- 
versally acknowledged that they had a right to j)ractise what it 
would have heen criminal in them to neglect. Hut this principh;, 
which protected the Jewish synagogue, affoi’ded not any favour or 
security to the primitive church. By embracing the faith of the 
Gospel tlie Christians incurred the su])posed guilt of an unnatural 
and unpardonable offence. They dissolved the sacred ties of custom 
and ediicatioTl, violated the religious institutions of tlicir coimtiy, 
and presumiituously despised whatever their fathers had believed as 
true, or had reverenced as sacred. Hence they became cxjxised, to 
the unjust but dangerous imputation of impiety. They had sejia- 
rated themselves from every mode of sujierstition which was received 
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in any jwt of the globe by the various temper of Polytheism : but 
it was not altogether so evident what deity, or what form of wor- 
ship, they had substituted for the gods and temples of antiquity. 
Malice and prejudice had, thereh lo, some colourable iretcMt lv*r 
rei)resenting the Christians as a society of atheists, who, by tlie 
most violent aiUicks on tiio religious coiiistitutioii ot the empire, had 
merited the severest aniinadversions of llie civil magistrate. 

Moreover, the nnitm and assemblies of the Christians \vcre re- 
garded with ap[)rchejision by the lioman government. It is wall 
known tliat Roman j^oiicy viewed with tlie utmost jealousy and dis- 
trust any association among its subjects; and that the privileges of 
private corporations, though formed for the most harinkss or bene- 
licial pur} loses, W(ire bestowed wd ill a verys}aring band. 1’he re- 
ligious assianblies of the Christians, who had separated themselves 
from the ])uhlic \vorshi}i, a})}>eared of a much less iunocent nature: 
they w’ere illegal in their }’rinci})lc, and in their consea nonces might 
become dangcu'ous ; nor were tlie em};erors conscious fbat they vio- 
lated the laws of justice wdien, for the jieace ot^ S( ciety, they pro- 
hibited those secret and sometimes nocturnal meetings. 

’'the maniujrs of the Christians were calumniated. The pre- 
cautions wdth whicli the. disciples of Christ jierformed tlie ofliee.s 
of religion were at first dictated hy fear and necessity ; but they 
were continued from choice. It was concluded that they only 
conei'aled wliat they would have blushed to disclose. Their mis- 
taken jirudence all'orded an o})}X)rtmiity for inaliee to invent, and 
for sus}aeiuus credulity to believe, the liorri<l tales wbich described 
the (Christians as the most wdeked of human kind. It was asserted 
that at th<‘ir nocturnal meetings a new-horn infaiil w’ns slain; and 
that this inhuman sacrilico was succeeded by scenes of revolting 
intem}!era.nce and brutal lust. 

§ 3. '^i’bc first persecution of the Cbrislinns was occasioned by 
the great tire of Romo, in the tenth year of the reign of Nero, a.d. 
64. 4'hc voice of rumour accused the cm] eror as the incendiary 
of his own ca})ital ; every crime might be iuqiuted to the assassin 
of his wife an»l mother ; and, as the nmst incredible stories arc the 
best ada})ti'd to the genius of an enragial ]>eo})le, it was gravely re- 
ported, and firmly believed, that Xcro, enjoying the calamity whicli 
he had oecasione<l, amused himself with singing to his lyre the ile- 
stnict ion of ancient 4 Voy, To divert a sus})icion which the 2WVCV 
of des})otism was unable to su])])rcss, tlic einjicror resolved to sub- 
stitute in his own place some fictitious criminals. “ With this view* 
(says Tacitus) he inflict od the most exquisite tortures on those 
men who, under the vulgar a})})ellation of ('hristians, W’cre already 
branded with deserved infamy. Tliey derived their name and origin 
from Christ, who, in the rc*ign of Tiberius, bad uflered death by 
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the sentence of the procurator Pontius Pilate. For a while this dire 
superstition was checked, but it again burst fortli ; and not only 
spread itself over Judaea, the first seat of this mischievous sect, 
but was even introduced into Pome, the common asylum which 
receives and protects whatever is impure, whatever is atrocious. 
The confessions of those who were seized discovered a great mul- 
titude of their accomplices, and they were all convicted, not so 
much for the crime of setting fire to the city as for their hatre<l 
of human kind. They died in torments, and their torments were 
enihittercd by insult and derision. {Some were nailed on crosses ; 
others sewn up in the skins of Avild beasts, and exposed to the fury 
of dogs ; others, again, smeared over with conihiistihie materials, 
Avcrc used as torches to illuminate the darkness of the night. 'The 
gardens of Nero were destined for the melancholy spectacle, Avhich 
was accompanied with a horserace, and honoured with the presence 
of the emperor, who mingled with the populace in the dress and 
attitude of a charioteer. The guilt of the (Christians deserved in- 
deed the most exemplary punishment, but the public abhorrence 
was changed into commiseration, from the opinion that those un- 
happy wretches were sacrificed, not so much to the })ublic welfare 
as to the cruelty of a jealous tyrant.” * We might conclude from 
the preceding passage of Tacitus that this persecution was confined 
to the walls of Pome; but, according to the ecclesiastical historians, 
it extended to the whole cmi>irc. 

§ 4. The second persecution of the Christians was OAving to the 
suspicions of Domitian. The exalted position of his own family 
alarmed the pusillanimous temper of the tyrant, Avliich could only 
be appeased by the blood of those Pomans wliom he citlier feared, 
or hated, or esteemed. Of the two sons of his uncle Flavius Sa- 
binus, the elder Avas soon convicted of treasonable intentions, and 
the younger, Avho bore the name of Flavius Clemens, Avas indebted 
for his safety to his want of courage and ability. The emperor for 
a long time distinguished so harmless a kinsman by his favour and 
protection, bestowed on him his own niece Domitilla, and invested 
him with the honours of the consulship. But he had scarcely 
finished the term of his annual magistracy, Avhen on a slight pre- 
tence he was condemned and executed ; Domitilla Avas banished to 
a desolate island on the coast of Campania ; and sentences either of 
death or of confiscation were pronounced against a great number of 
])crsons who were involved in the same accusation. The guilt im- 
puted to their charge was that of Atheism and Jewish manners ; a 
singular association of ideas, which cannot with any i)ropriety he 
applied except to the Christians, as they were obscurely and im- 
perfectly vicAved by the magistrates and by the writers of thr.t 
* Tacit. Annal., xv. 44. 
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period. But this persecution was of no long duration. A few 
months after the death of Clemens, Domitian was assassinated ; and 
under the gentle administration of Nerva, while the innocent were 
restored to their rank and fortunes, even the most guilty either ob- 
tained pardon or escaped punishment. 

§ 5. It was not, however, only tyrants, like Kero and Domitian, 
who persecuted the Christians. Groat and virtuous ju*iijces, such 
as Trajan and Marcus Aurelius, punished this unolfending class of 
their subjects with death, exile, and imprisonment. The Christians 
do not appear, however, to have suflered much in tlje reign of 
Trajan, if we may form a judgment from the celebrated correspond- 
ence between the younger Tliny and this emperor. Pliny had 
been intrusted by his friend and master with the government of 
Bithynia and Pontus. He soon found himself at a loss to determine 
by what rule of justice or of law he should direct his conduct in the 
execution of an office the most repugnant to his humanit 3 ^ He had 
never assisted at any judicial proceedings against the Christians, 
with wliose name alone he seems to be acquainted ; and he was 
totally uninformed with regard to the nature of tlieir guilt, the 
method of their conviction, and the degree of their punishment. 
In this perplexity he had recourse to his usual expedient, of sub- 
mitting to the wisdom of Trajan an inijxartial, and, in some respects, 
a favourable account of the new superstition, requesting the em- 
peror that ho would condescend to resolve his doubts and to instruct 
his ignorance.* The emperor replied bj'' the following letter : — 

“ The method you have pursued, my' dear Pliny, in the proceedings 
against those Christians which were brought before y’ou, is ex- 
tremely proper ; as it is not possible to lay down any fixed plan by 
whicli to act in all cases of this nature. But I would not have you 
officiously enter into any inquiries concerning them. If, indeed, 
they s'nould be brought before you, and the crime is proved, they 
must be punished ; with the restriction, however, that where the 
party denies himself to be a Christian, and shall make it evident 
that he is not, by invoking our gods, let him (notwithstanding 
any former susificioii) be pardoned upon his repentance. In- 
formations without the accuser’s name .subscribed ought not to be 
received in i^roseciitions of any sort, as it is introducing a very 
dangerous precedent, and by no means agreeable to the cquit^^ of 
my government.” 

The persecution was renewed under Hadrian for a short time, 
ceased altogether under the peaceful reign of Antoninus Pius, but 
was again revived with great severity by Marcus Aurelius. It is 
a remarkable fact, that tlie reign of the wisest and most humane of 
the heathen emperors was more fatal to the Christians than the 
* Plin. E))istol. x, 97. 
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reigns of the gi*eatest tyrants. The causes of this persecution are 
uncertain. Most writers have ascribed it to the latent bigotry of the 
character of Marcus Aurelius ; others to the influence of the philo- 
sophic party ; but the fact is admitted by all. 

§ G. By a singular fatality the hardships which the Christians had 
endured under the government of a virtuous prince immediately 
ceased on the accession of a tyrant ; and as none excei'»t themselves 
had experienced the injustice of Marcus, so they alone were protected 
hy the lenity of Conimodiis. The celebrated Marcia, the most 
favoured of his coucubincs, was an unworthy memher of the Chris- 
tian church. Under her gracious protection the Christians passe<l 
in safety the thirteen years of a cruel tyranny ; and when the 
empire was establislied in the house of Scptiniius Severns, they 
formed a domestic but more honour-able connexion witli tlu? new 
court. The emperor was persuaded that, in f. dangerous sickness, 
he had derived some henclit, either spiritual or jthysical, from the 
holy oil with which one of his slaves had anointed him. lie always 
treated with i)cciiliar distinction several persons of both sex(’s who 
had embraced tlie new religion. The nurse as well as the preceptor 
of Caracalla were Christians. Nor was the peace of the cliurch in- 
terrupted till the increasing numbers of proselytes seem at length 
to have attracted the attention, and to have alienated the mind, of 
Sevefus (a.d. 198). With the design of restraining the progress of 
Christianity, he puhlishcd an edict, which, though it was designed 
to affect only the new converts, could not be can-ied into strict exe- 
cution without exposing to danger and iHinishment the most zealous 
of tljeir teachers and missionaries. 

§ 7. But the laws which Severus had enacted soon expired witli 
the authority of tliat emperor; and the Chrislians, after this acci- 
dental tempest, enjoyed a calm of thirty-eight years (a. d. 211-249), 
only interrupted by the brief reign of tbc savage IMaximiii. Till tin’s 
period they ijad usually held their assemblies in ])rivatc bouses aiul 
sequestered places. M’bcy were now ]icrmittcd to erect and conse- 
crate convenient edifices for the purpose of religious worship ; to 
purchase lands, even at Borne itself, for tlie use of ilie community ; 
and to conduct the elections of Iheir ecclesiastical ministers in a 
public manner. This long rejiose of the church was accompanied 
with dignity. The reigns of those princes who derived their ex- 
traction from the Asiatic provinces proved the most favourable to 
the Christians ; tbc eminent persons of the vscct were admitted into 
the palace in the honourable characters of priests and philosoidicrs ; 
and thedr mysterious doctrine's, wliich were already diffused among 
the peo])lc, insensibly attracted the curiosity of tlieir sovereign. 
When the empress ^Tarnaia pas.sed through Antioch, she listened 
with pleasure to the olociucnt exhortations of the celebrated Origen. 
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The sentiments of Mamtea were adoi)te(l by her son Alexander, who 
placed in his domestic chapel the statue of Christ along .vith those 
of Abraham, Orpheus, ami Apollonius. A purer faith, as well as 
worship, was openly professed and practised among his household. 
l>ishoj)s, pcrha[)S for the first time, wore seen at court; and, after 
the(l(\alh of Alexander (a.d. 235), when the inhuman Maximin dis- 
charged his fury on the favoiiiHes and servants of liis unfortunate 
benefactor, a great number of Christians, of every rank, aiid of both 
sexes, Avere involved in the j)romiscnous massacre. During the 
whole reign of Maximin the Christians were exi)osed to j persecution, 
but as soon as Phili}), who was born in the neigh bourliood of Pales- 
tine, had usurped the Imperial scejdre (a. D. 244), they acrjni red a 
friend and a ])rotector. 'flie public and even partial favour of Philip 
towards the sectaries of ilui jiew religion, and his constant reverenre 
for the ministers ol the eliurch, gave sonic colour to tlic suspicion, 
which [Prevailed in Ju's own times, that the emjx-Tor himscll' Avns 
becitine a convert to th(‘ failh. 

§ 8. The fall of Piiilip (a. i>. LMt)) introduced, witli the cliange of 
masters, a new system orgoveriiinent, so oppressive to the Christians, 
that their former eonditiou \va« represented as a state of perfect free- 
dom and security, il eonipared witli the rigorous treatment which 
^ tiiey (*xi)erienced under tiie short reign of Dieius. The virtues of 
that prince will scarcely allow ns to sus})eet tljat he was actuated 
by a mean resentment against the favourites of Ins predecessor ; and 
it is more iwasonalple to believe that., in the iirosecutioii of his general 
design to restore tlie purity of Ponmn manners, lie Avas desirous of 
deliv Cling the empire/ Irom Avliat he condemned as a recent and 
criminal superstition, d’hc bishops of the most considerable cities 
Avere removed by exile or death : the vigilance of the magistrates 
prevented flie chn-gy of Pome during sixteen months from proceeil- 
mg to a new election ; and it Avas the opinion of the Christians that 
the cmjieror w.mld more patiently endure a competitor for llie purple 
than a bishop in tlie capital. 

^ Tlie mhninistration of Valerian Avas distinguished by a levity and 
inconslanoy ill suited to the gravity of the h^oMan Caisor, fn the 
irst part ol his reign lie surpassed in clemeiKw those princes avIio 
had been susj>ected of an attachment to tlic Christian faith, lu 
■ 10 ast till ee years and a lialf, listening to tlie insinuations of a 
minister addicted to the superstitions of Kgyjit, ho adopted the 
maxims, and miitalod the severity, of his iiredocessov Deeius. The 
accession of Gallieiius, Avhich increased the calamities of the enniire 
lestored peace to the eliurch ; and the Christians obtained the free 
exeiciso of tlieir religion by an edict addressed to the hisliops, a.ml 
conceived m siicli terms as seemed to acknoAvledge their oflicc and 
public character. The ancient laAvs, witliout being formally re- 
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IHsaled, were suffered to sink into oblivion ; and (excepting only 
some hostile intentions which are attributed to the emperor Aure- 
lian) the disciples of Christ passed above 40 years in a state of 
prosperity, fiir more dangerous to their virtue than the severest 
trills of persecution. 

§ 9. During the first nineteen years of the reign of Diocletian, tlioj 
Christians continued to enjoy the free exercise of their religion with-i 
out any molestation. But notivithstanding this seeming security, 
an attentive observer lui^ht discern some symptoms that threatened 
the churcli with a more violent persecution than any which she had 
yet endured. The zeal and rajud progress of the Christians awakened 
the Polytheists from their supine indiflcrence in the cause of those 
deities whom custom and education had taught them to revere. The 
mutual provocations of a religious war, which had already continued 
above 200 years, exasperated the animosity of the contending 
parties. The Pagans were incensed at the rashness of a recent and 
obscure sect, which presumed to accuse their countrymen of error, 
and to devote their ancestors to eternal misery. 9 he habit of 
justifying the popular mythology against the invectives of an im- 
placable enemy, ju’oduced in their minds some sentiments of faith 
and reverence for a system which they had been accustomed to con- 
sider with the most careless levity. They invented new modes of 
sacrifice, of expiation, and of initiation ; attempted to revive tlie 
credit of their expiring oracles ; and listened with eager credulity to 
every impostor who flattered their prejudices by a tale of wonders. 
Philosophy, the most dangerous enemy of Polytheism, was now con- 
verted into her most useful ally. The prevailing sect of the new 
Platonicians judged it prudent to connect themselves with the ])riests, 
whom perliaps they despised, against the Christians, whom they had 
reason to fear. These fashionable philosophers prosecuted the design 
of extracting allegorical wisdom from the fictions of tlie Greek poets ; 
instituted mysterious rites of devotion for the use of their chosen 
disciples ; recommended the worship of the ancient gods as the 
emblems or ministers of the Sujirerae Deity, and composed against 
the faith of the Gospel many elaborate treatises. 

Although the policy of Diocletian and the humanity of Con- 
stantins inclined them to preserve inviolate the maxims of tolerat ion, 
it was soon discovered that their two associates, Maxim ian and 
Galcrius, entertained the most implacable aversion for the name and 
religion of the Christians. After the success of the Persian war had 
raised the hopes and the reputation of Galcrius, he passed a winter 
with Diocletian in the palace of Nicomedia, and after much impor- 
tunity he at length persuaded Diocletian to issue an edict for a 
general persecution of the Christians. I'lie edict of persecution was 
published on Feb. 24, a.d. 303; and though Diocletian, still averse 
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to the effusion of blood, had moderated the fury of Galerius, tho 
penalties inflicted on the obstinacy of the Christians might be deemed 
sufiiciently rigorous and effectual. It was enacted that their churches, 
in all the provinces of the emigre, should be demolislied to their 
foundations ; and the punishment of death was <h*noui)Ccd against 
all who should presume to hold any secret assemblies for tlie pur- 
pose of religious worship. The bishops and presV)ytcrs were ordered 
to deliver all their sacred books into the hands of the magistrates, 
who w'erc commanded, under the severest penalties, to burn them in 
a public and solemn manner. By the same edict the property of the 
church was at once confiscated. After taking such eftcctual mea- 
sures to abolish the worship and to dissolve the government of the 
Christians, it was tliought necessary to subject to the most intolerable 
hardsliips the condition of those perverse individuals wIjo should still 
reject the religion of nature, of Ivomc, and of their ancestors. Per- 
sons of a liberal birth were declared incapable of holding any honouis 
or employments; slaves Avcrc for ever deprived of the hopes of free- 
dom ; and the whole body of the people were put out of the pro- 
tection of the law. 

Some slight disturbances, though they were suppressed almost as 
soon as excited, in Syria and the frontiers of Annenia, afforded the 
enemies of the church a very plausible occasion to insinuate tliat 
those troubles had been secretly fomented by the intrigues of the 
bishops, who had already forgotten their ostentatious professions of 
passive and unlimited obedience. The resentment, or the fears, of 
Diocletian at length transported liim beyond the bounds of mode- 
ration which he had hitherto preserved, and he declared, in a series 
of cruel edicts, his intention of abolisliing the Christian name. By 
the first of these edicts the governors of the provinces were directed 
to apprehend all persons of the ecclesiastical order ; and the prisons 
destined for tho vilest criminals were soon filled with a multitude 
of bishops, presbyters, deacons, readers, and exorcists. By a second 
edict the magistrates were commanded to employ every method of 
severity which might reclaim them from their odious superstition, 
and oblige them to return to the established worship of the gods. 
This rigorous order was extended by a subsequent edict to the w'hole 
body of Christians, who were exposed to a violent and general per- 
secution. Instead of those salutary restraints which had required 
the direct and solemn testimony of an accuser, it became the duty 
as well as the interest of the Imperial officers to discover, to pursue, 
and to torment the most obnoxious among the faithful. Heavy 
ixjiiallies were denounced against all who should presume to save a 
proscribed sectary from the just indignation of the gods and of the 
*im]>erors. 

§ 10. Diocletian had no sooner published his edicts agaimst the 
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Christians than, as if he had been desirous of committing to other 
hands the work of persecution, he divested himself of the Imi)erial 
purple. TJic diameter and situation of his colleagues and successors 
sometimes urged them to enforce, and sometimes inclined them to 
suspend, the execution of these rigorous laws ; nor can we acquire 
a just and distinct idea of this important i)criod of ecclesiastical 
history unless we separately consider the state of Christianity, in the 
different parts of the empire, during the s])ace of ten years which 
elapsed between the first edicts of Diocletian and tin; liind jieace of 
the church. 

The mild and humane temper of Constantins was a\ erse to the 
oppression of any part of his subjects. The priucijial oflices of his 
jialace were exercised by Christians. lie loved their persons, 
esteemed their fidelity, and entertained not any dislike to their 
religious principles. Dut as long as Constantins remained in the 
subordinate station of Ca'sar, it Avas not in his power openly to reject 
the edicts of Diocletian, or to disobey the commands of IMaximian. 
His authority contributed, however, to alleviate the sufferings Avhich 
he pitied and abhorred. He consented with reluctance to the ruin 
of the churches, but ho ventured tx) protect th(‘ Christians tliemselves 
from the fury of the po[)ulacc and from the rigour of the laws. The 
elevation of Constantins to the supreme and indcpemhuit dignity of 
Augustus gave a free scope to the exercise of his virtues, and tin? 
shortiK'ss of his reign did not j)revent him from establishing a system 
of toleration of which he left the precept and the example to his son 
Constantine. Tils fortunate son, from the first monu'ut of his acces- 
sion declaring himself the protector of the church, at hmgth deserved 
the appellation of the first emperor who publicly j^rofessed and 
established the Christian religion. Tlie motives of his conversion, 
and the establishment of Christianity as the reigning religion of the 
Koinari emi)ire, arc related below. At pres(;iit it may be siitlicicnt 
to observe that every victory of Constantine was productive of some 
relief or benefit to the cliurch. 

The provinces of Italy and Africa experienced a short hut violent 
persecution. The rigorous edicts of Diocletian Avere strictly and 
cheerfully executed by his associate Maximian, avLo liad long liated 
tlje Christians, and who delighted in acts of blood and violence. 
After Diocletian had divested himself of the purple, Italy and Africa 
wore adininisterctl under the name of Severus, and Avere exposed, 
without defence, to the implacable resentment of his master Caleriiis. 
The revolt of IMaxentins immediately restored peace to the churcbes 
of Italy and Africa, and the same tyrant who op[)ri\ssed cA’^ery other 
class of his suhjecis showed himself just, humaue, and even partial, 
toAvafds the afflicted Christians. He dejicnded on tlicir gratitude 
and affection, and very naturally presumed tliat the injuries which 
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they had suffered, and the dangers which they still apprel.ended, 
from his most inveterate enemy, would secure the fidelity of a party 
already considerable by their numbers and opulence. 

The sangiiinary temper of Galerius, the first and principal author 
of the persecution, was formidable to those Christians whom their 
misfortunes had placed within the limits of his dominions. As long 
as he commanded only the amiies and provinces of lllyricum, he 
could with difficulty eitlicr find or make a considerable number of 
martyrs in a warlike country which had entertained the missionaries 
of the Gospel with more coldness and reluctance than any other 
part of the empire. But when Galerius had obtained the supreme 
power and the government of the East, he indulged in their fullest 
extent liis zeal and cruelty, not only in the provinces of Thrace and 
Asia, which acknowledged his immediate jurisdiction, but in those 
of Syria, Palestine, and Eg3^pt, where Maximin gratified his own 
inclination by yielding a rigorous obedience to the stern commands 
of his benefactor. 

§ 11. 'rhe fre(iucnt disappointments of his amhitious views, the 
experience of six years of xicrsecution, and the salutary rcilections 
wliich a lingering and painful distemper suggc'sted to the niiud of 
Galerius, at leugtb convinced him that the most violent efforfs of 
despotism arc insuflicient to oxUrpate a whole ])(“Ople, or to subdue 
their leiigious prejudices. Desirous of repairing the mischief 
tliat he had occasioned, he published iu his own name, and in 
those of Licinius and Constantine, a gtmeral edict of telerut ion, 
ill wliich he permitted the Christians freely to profess tlieir pri- 
vate opinions, and to assemble in their conventicles wdthont fear 
or molestation, i)rovided alwaj's that they preserved a duo res[)ect 
to the establisln‘d law's and government. After the death of 
Galerius Maximin pre}>arcd to renew the persecaitidn ; but the 
civil war which lie so rashly undertook against Licinius em- 
ployed all his attention ; and the defeat and death of Maximin 
soon delivered the church fiom the last and most implacable of 
her enemies. 

§ 12. A few months after the death of ^faxentiiis in A.n. 318, 
by w'liicli event Constantine liecamc the master of Ital}', he jaib- 
lished the celebrated edict of ISlilan, ■which restored jieacc to tlio 
Christian church, and was of a far more com])re}iensive nature 
than the simple edict of toleration W'hich had been prcvioiisl\' 
issued by Galerius. Tn the personal intervieiv of the two western 
princes, Constantine, by tlie ascendant of genius and pow'cr, 
obtained the rcad^' coinairrencc of his colleague, Licinius ; and 
after the death of Maximin the edict of IMilan wais received as a 
general and fundamental law of the Homan w^orld. 

The wisdom of the emperors provided for the restitiirion of all- 
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the civil and religious rights of which the Christians had been bo 
unjustly deprived. It was enacted that the places of worship, 
and public lands, which had been confiscated, should be restored 
to the church, without dispute, without delay, and without ex- 
pense. The salutary regulations which guard the future tran- 
quillity of the faithful are framed on the principles of enlarged 
and equal toleration ; and such an equality must have been inter- 
preted by a recent sect as an advantageous and honourable dis- 
tinction. The two emperors proclaim to the world that they have 
granted a free and absolute j>o\vcr to the Christians, and to all 
others, of following the religion which each individual thinks proper 
to prefer, to which he has addictc<l his mind, and whicli he may 
deem the best adapted to his own use, ^’hey carcfuily explain 
every amhigiioiis word, remove every exceptiun, .and exact from the 
governors of the provinces a strict obedience to the true and simple 
meaning of an edict whicli was designed to establish and seciin*, 
without any limitation, the claims of religious liberty. I’liey con- 
descend to assign two weighty reasons which have induced llicm to 
allow this universal toleration: the humane intention of consult- 
ing the peace and happiness of their iicople; and the pious hoi^o 
that by such a conduct tlicy shall api)easc and propitiate f/te Deity, 
whose scat is in heaven. U’hcy gratefully acknowledge the many 
signal xu'oofs which they have received of the divine favour ; and 
they trust that the same Providence will for ever continue to pro- 
tect the prosperity of the prince and people. 

§ 13. The preceding vague and indefinite expressions of piety are 
certainly insufficient to prove that Constantine had at that time 
embraced Christianity. The exact date of his conversion is un- 
certain. Ecclesiastical history ascribes it almost unanimously to a 
conspicuous miracle which occurred shortly before tbe final struggle 
with Maxentius. In one of the marches of Constantine he is re- 
ported to have seen with his own eyes the luminous trophy of the 
cross, xfiaced above the meridian sun, and inscribed with the fol- 
lowing words ; By this conquer. This amayAmg object in the sky 
astonished the whole army, as well as the cmiicror himself, who was 
yet undetermined in the choice of a religion ; but his astonishment 
was converted into faith by the vision of the ensuing night. Christ 
appeared before his eyes ; and displaying the same celestial sign of 
the cross, he directed Constantine to frame a simih^r standard, and 
to march, with an assurance of victory, .against Maxentius and all 
his enemies. 

This miracle rests uponthcauthority of Eusebius, bishop of Ciesarea, 
who says,*^ that Constantine, in the freedom of conversation, had related 
to him this extraordinary incident of his own life, and had attested the 

♦ Eusebius, Vita Const., i. cc. 28, 29, 30. 
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truth of it by a solemn oath. The testimony is suspicious ; and the 
character of Constantine is not so pure as to induce us to give cre- 
dence to so stupendous* a miracle ujTon his sole and unsupported 
evidence. It is not, however, necessary to suppose that he was in- 
sincere in the profession of Christianity, or that his mind, uas 
influenced only by a sense of interest. In the beginning of the 
fourth century the Christians still bore a very inadcciuate proportion 
to the inhabitants of the empire ; but among a degenerate i)eople, 
wlio viewed the change of masters with the indifference of slaves, 
tlie spirit and union of a religious party might assist the ix)piilar 
leader, to whoso service, from a princiide of conscience, they had 
devoted their lives and fortunes. The example of his father had 
instructed Constautinc to esteem and to reward the merit of tlie 
Cliristians ; and in the distribution of imblic ofliccs Ije had tljo ad- 
vantage of strengthening his government by the choice of ministers 
or generals in wliose fidelity he could rcix)se a just and unreserved 
confidence. While Constantine in his own dominions increased 
the nnmher and zeal of his faithful adlierents, he could dc]xu)d on 
the suj)port of a iiowerfiil faction in those ])rovinccs which were still 
ixvssessed or usurped by his rivals. A secret disaffection was dif- 
fused among the C'hristian subjects of Maxentiiis and Liciiiins ; and 
the resentment which tlie latter did not atteinj^t to conceal served 
only to engage them still more deeply in the interest of his comi)e- 
titor. Ill an age of religious fervour the most artful statesmen are 
observed to feel some part of the cnlhusiasin whicli lliey insjare. 
Tersonal interest is often the standard of our belief, as well as of our 
practice ; and the same motives of temi)oral advantage which miglifc 
influence the laihlic conduct and professions of Constantine would 
insensibly dispose his mind to embrace a religion so proi>itious to 
liis fame and fortunes. His vanity was gratified the flattering 
assurance that /?e had been chosen by Heaven to reign over the earth : 
success had justified his divine title to the throne, and that title was 
founded on the truth of the Christian revelation. As real virtue is 
sometimes excited by undeserved applause, the specious piety of 
Constantine, if at first it was only siiecious, might gradually, by tlie 
influence of praise, of habit, and of example, be matured into serious 
faith. Constantine, however, delat ed his baptism till the time of 
his death. This delay can hardly be accounted for U]>on tlie sup- 
position that ho wished to leave a door oixm by which he miglit 
return to the Pagan religion of liis ancestors ; for ninny years before 
his hapfism and deatli he liad proclaimed to the world that neitlicr 
his person nor his image should ever more he seen within tlie walls of 
an idolatrous tcm])le; while he distributed through tlie provinces a 
variety of medals and pictures which represented the cmjieror in a 
humble and suppliant jiosturc of Christian devotion. He seems 
GIBBON. Q 
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rather to have postponed this sacrament in order to obtain at the 
last moment of his life a full and absolute expiation of his sins ; 
since, according to the doctrine of the Catholic church, the soul was 
instantly restored by this sacrament to its original purity, and en- 
titled to the promise of eternal salvation. The example and repu- 
tation of Constantine seemed to countenance the delay of baptism. 
Future tyrants were encouraged to believe that the innocent blood 
which they might shed in a long reign would instantly be washed 
away in the waters of regeneration ; and the abuse of religion dan- 
gerously undermined the foundations of moral virtue. 

§ 14. The origin of the Laharum^ or celebrated standard of the 
cross, is ascribed, as we have already seen, to the miraculous dream 
of Constantino. It is described as a long pike intersected by a 
transversal beam. The silken veil which hung down from the beam 
was curiously inwrought with the images of the reigning monarch 
and his children. The summit of the pike supported a crown of 
gold, which enclosed the mysterious monogram, at once expressive 
of the figure of the cross and the initial letters of the name of 
Christ. The safety of the labanim was intrusted to 50 guards of 
approved valour and fidelity ; their station was marked by honours 
and emoluments ; and some fortunate accidents soon introduced an 
opinion that as long as the guards of the labamm were engaged in 
the execution of their office they were secure and invulnerable 
amidst the darts of the enemy. In the second civil war Licinius 
felt and dreaded the power of this consecrated banner, the sight of 
which in the distress of battle animated the soldiers of Constantine 
with an ’invincible enthusiasm, and scattered teiTor and dismay 
through the ranks of the adverse legions. The Christian emperors, 
who respected the example of Constantine, displayed in all their 
military expeditions the standard of the cross ; but when the de- 
generate successors of Theodosius had ceased to appear in person 
at the head of their armies, the labarum was deposited as a vener- 
able but useless relic in the palace of Constantinople. Its honours are 
still preserved on the medals of the Flavian family. Their grate- 
ful devotion has placed the monogram of Christ in the midst of the 
ensigns of Home. The solemn epithets of safety of the republic, 
glory of the army, restoration of public happiness, are equally ap- 
plied to the religious and military trojAics ; and there is still extant 
a medal of the emperor Constandus, where the standard of the laba- 
rum is accompanied with these memorable words, By this sign thou 

BHALT CONQUER. 

§ 15. The establishment of Christianity as the religion of the 
state followed the defeat of Licinius (a. D. 324). As soon as that 
event had invested Constantine with the sole dominion of the Ro- 
man world, he immediately, by circular letters, exhorted all his 
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subjects to imitate without delay the example of their sovereign, 
and to embrace the divine truth of Christianity. 

The irresistible power of the Roman emperors was displayed in 
the important and dangerous change of the national religion. TTie 
terrors of a military force silenced the faint and unsupported mur- 
murs of the Pagans, and there was reason to expect that the cheerful 
submission of the Christian clergy, as well as people, would be the 
result of conscience and gratitude. It was long since established 
as a fundamental maxim of the Roman constitution, that every rank 
of citizens was alike subject to the laws, and that the care of re- 
ligion was the right as well as duty of the civil magistrate. Constan- 
tine and his successors could not easily persuade themselves that they 
had forfeited, by their conversion, any branch of the Imperial pre- 
rogatives, or that they were incapable of giving laws to a religion 
which they had protected and embraced. The emperors still con- 
tinued to exercise a supreme jurisdiction over the ecclesiastical order ; 
and the sixteenth book of the Theodosian code represents, under a 
variety of titles, the authority which they assumed in the govern- 
ment of the catholic church. 

Constantine allowed his Pagan subjects the free exercise of their 
religion ; but the piercing cyo of ambition and avarice soon dis- 
covered that the profession of Christianity might contribute to the 
interest of the present, as well as of a future life. The hopes of 
wealth and honours, the example of an emperor, his exhortations, his 
irresistible smiles, diffused conviction among the venal and obsequious 
crowds which usually fill the apartments of a palace. The cities 
which signalized a forward zeal by the voluntary destruction of their 
temples were distinguished by municipal privileges and rewarded 
with popular donatives ; and the new capital of the East gloried in 
the singular advantage that Constantinople was never profaned by 
the worship of idols. As the lower ranks of society are governed 
by imitation, the conversion of those who possessed any eminence 
of birth, of power, or of riches, was soon followed by dependent 
multitudes. The powerful influence of Constantine was not circum- 
scribed by the narrow limits of his life or of his dominions. The 
education which he bestowed on his sons and nephew’s secured to 
the empire a race of princes whose faith was still more lively and 
sincere, as they imbibed, in their earliest infancy, the spirit, or at 
least the doctrine, of Christianity. War and commerce had spread 
the knowledge of the Gospel beyond the confines of the Roman pro- 
vinces ; and the barbarians, who had disdained an humble and 
proscribed sect, soon learned to esteem a religion which had been 
BO lately embraced by the greatest monarch and the most civilised 
nation of the globe. 

§ 16 . The Christian churches erected by Constantine and Lis 
successors were built in imitation of the basilicas of ancient Rome. 

G 2 
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Of these one of the most celebrated was the basilica of St. Peter, 
which was erected in the reign of Constantine, close to the Circus of 
Nero, where tradition affirmed that St. Peter had suffered martyr- 
dom. It was pulled down to make room for the great cathedral of 
St. Peter, which now occupies its site ; but drawings of it were pre- 
served, and the general appearance of the interior is represented in 
the accompanying cut. 




CHAPTEll X. 

FOUNDATION OF CONSTANTINOPLE — POLITICAL SYSTEM OF 
CONSTANTINE AND HIS SUCCESSORS. 

§ 1. Design of a new capital. § 2. Description of Constantinople. § 3. The 
Bosporus. § 4. The harbour of Constantinople. § 5. The Propontis. 
§ 6. The Hellespont. § 7. Advantages of Constantinople. § 8. Founda- 
tion of the city : its extent. § 9. Edifices. § 10. Population and privi- 
leges: dedication of the city. § 11. Form of goverament: three ranks of 
honour. § 12. The Consuls and Patricians. § 13. The four Prsetorian 
Prajfects ; the Praefccts of Rome and Constantinople. § 14. Dioceses of 
the empire: governors of the provinces. § 15. The profession of the law. 
§ 16. The military officers. § 17. Reduction of the size of the legions. 
§ 18. Seven ministers of the palace. § 19. Agents or official spies. 
§ 20. Taxation. 

§ 1. After the defeat and abdication of Licinius his victorious 
rival proceeded to lay the foundations of a city destined to reign in 
future times the mistress of the East, and to survive the empire and 
religion of Constantine. The motives, whether of pride or of policy, 
which first induced Diocletian to withdraw himself from the ancient 
seat of government, had acquired additional weight by the example 
of his successors and the habits of forty years. Home was insensibly 
confounded with the dependent kingdoms which had once acknow- 
ledged her supremacy ; and the countiy of the Csesars was viewed 
with cold indifference by a martial prince, horn in the neiglibour- 
hood of the Danube, educated in the courts and armies of Asia, and 
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invested with the purple by the legions of Britain. The Italians, 
who had received Constantine as their deliverer, submissively 
obeyed the edicts which ho sometimes condescended to address to 
the senate and people of Home ; but they were seldom honoured 
with the presence of their new sovereign. During the vigour of his 
age, Constantine, according to the various exigencies of peace and 
war, moved with slow dignity or with active diligence along the 
frontiers of his extensive dominions ; and was always prepared to 
take the field either against a foreign or a domestic enemy. But as 
he gi’adually reached the summit of prosperity and the decline of 
life, he began to meditate the design of fixing in a more i)ermanent 
station the strength as well as majesty of the throne. In the choice 
of an advantageous situation he preferred the confines of Europe 
and Asia ; to curb with a powerful arm the barbarians who dwelt 
between the Danube and the Tanais ; to watch with an eye of 
jealousy the conduct of the Persian monarch, who indignantly sup- 
ported the yoke of an ignominious treaty. With these views Dio- 
cletian had selected and embellished the residence of Nicomedia : 
but the memory of Diocletian was justly abhorred by the protector of 
the church ; and Constantine was not insensible to the ambition of 
founding a city which might perpetuate the glory of his own name. 
During the late operations of the war against Licinius he had suffi- 
cient opportunity to contemplate, both as a soldier and as a states- 
man, the incomparable position of Byzantium ; and to observe how 
strongly it was guarded by nature against an hostile attack, whilst 
it was accessible on every side to the benefits of commercial inter- 
course. Many ages before Constantine, one of the most judicious 
historians of antiquity*" had described the advantages of a situation 
from whence a feeble colony of Greeks derived the command of the 
sea, and the honours of a flourishing and independent republic. 

§ 2. If we survey Byzantium in the extent which it acquired 
with the august name of Constantinople, the figure of the Imperial 
city may be represented under that of an unequal triangle. The 
obtuse point, which advances towards the east and the shores of 
Asia, meets and repels the waves of the Thracian Bosporus. The 
northern side of the city is bounded by the harbour, and the southern 
is washed by the Propontis or Sea of Marmara. The basis of the 
triangle is opposed to the west, and terminates the continent of 
Europe. But the admirable form and division of the circumjacent 
land and water cannot, without a more ample explanation, be clearly 
or sufficiently understood. 

§ 3. The winding channel through which the waters of the Euxine 
flow with a rapid and incessant course towards the Mediterranean 
received the appellation of Bosporus, a name not less celebrated in 
♦ Polybius, iv. 45. 
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history than in the fables of antiquity. From the Cyanean rochs, 
which terminate the smalts, to the point and harbour of Byzantium, 
the winding length of the Bosporus extends about 16 miles, and 
its most ordinary breadth may be computed at about one mile and a 
half. The new castles of Europe and Asia are constructed, on 
either continent^ upon the foundations of two celebrated temples, of 
Serapis and of Jupiter Urius. The old castles, a work of the Greek 
emperors, command the narrowest part of the channel, in a place 
where the opposite banks advance within GOO yards of each other. 
These fortresses were restored and strengthened by Mahomet the 
Second when he meditated the siege of Constantinople: but the 
Turkish conqueror was most probably ignorant that, near two 
thousand years before his reign, Darius had chosen the same situa- 
tion to connect the two continents by a bridge of boats. At a small 
distance from the old castles we discover the little town of Chry- 
sopolis, or Scutari, which may almost be considered as the Asiatic 
subm’b of Constantinople. The Bosporus, as it begins to open into 
the Propontis, passes between Byzantium and Chalcedon. 



§ 4. The harbour of Constantinople, which may be considered as 
an arm of the Bosporus, obtained, in a very remote period, the deno- 
mination of the Oolden Horn, The curve which it describes might 
be compared to the horn of a stag, or as it should seem, with more 
propriety, to that of an ox. The epithet of golden was expressive 
of the riches which every wind wafted from the most distant 
countries into the secure and capadous port of Constantinople. Tlie 
river Lycus, formed by the conflux of two little streams, pours into 
the harbour a perpetual supply of fresh water, which serves to 
cleanse the bottom and to invite the periodical shoals of fish to seek 
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their retreat in that convenient recess. As the vicissitudes of tides 
are scarcely felt in those seas, the constant degth of the hai-bour 
allows goods to he landed on the quays without the assistance of 
boats; and it has been observed that, in many places, the largest 
vessels may rest their prows against the houses while their stems 
are floating in the water. From the mouth of the Lycus to that of 
the harbour this arm of the Bosporus is more than seven miles in 
length. The entrance is about 500 yards broad, and a strong chain 
could be occasionally drawn across it to guard the port and city 
from the attack of an hostile navy. 

§ 5. Between the Bosporus and the Hellespont, the shores of 
Europe and Asia receding on either side enclose the Sea of Mar- 
mara, which was known to the ancients by the denomination of 
Propontis. The navigation from the issue of the Bosporus to the 
entrance of the Hellespont is about 120 miles. Those who steer 
their westward course through the middle of the Propontis may at 
once descry the high lands of Thmce and Bithynia, and never lose 
sight of the lofty summit of Mount Olympus, covered with eternal 
snows. They leave on the left a deep gulf, at the bottom of which 
Nicomedia was seated, me imperial residence of Diocletian ; and 
they pass the small islands of Cyzicus and Proconnesus before they 
cast anchor at Gallipoli, where the sea, which separates Asia from 
Europe, is again contracted into a narrow channel. 

§ 6. The length of the Hellespont is about 60 miles, its breadth 
about 3 miles. But the narrowest part of the channel is found to 
the northward of the old Turkish castles, between the cities of 
Sestus and Abydus. It was here that the adventurous Leander 
braved the jiassage of the flood for the possession of his mistress. 
It was here likewise that Xerxes imposed a stupendous bridge of 
boats, for the purpose of transporting into Europe a hundred and 
seventy myriads of barbarians. Ancient Troy, seated on an emi- 
nence at the foot of Mount Ida, overlooked the mouth of the Helles- 
pont, which scarcely received an accession of waters from the tribute 
of those immortal rivulets the Simois and Scamandor. 

§ 7. We are at present qualified to view the advantageous position 
of Constantinople, which appears to have been formed by nature for 
the centre and capital of a great monarchy. Situated in the 41st 
degi*ee of latitude, the Imperial city*commanded, from her seven 
hills, tlie opposite shores of Europe and Asia ; the climate was 
healthy and temperate, the soil fertile, the harbour secure and 
capacious, and the approach on the side of the continent was of 
small extent and easy defence. The Bosporus and the Hellespont 
may bo considered as the two gates of Constantinople, and the 
prince who possessed those important passages could always shut 
them against a naval enemy and open them to the fleets of com- 
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merce. The preservation of the eastern provinces may, in some 
degree, be ascribect to the policy of Constantine, as the barbarians of 
the Euxine, who in the preceding age had poured their armaments 
into the heart of the Mediterranean, Boon desisted from the exercise 
of piracy, and despaired of forcing this insurmountable barrier. 
When the gates of the Hellespont and Bosporus were shut, the 
capital still enjoyed within their spacious enclosure every produc- 
tion which could supply the wants or gratify the luxuiy of its 
numerous inhabitants. I'he sea-coasts of Thrace and Bithynia, 
which languish under the weight of Turkish oppression, still exhibit 
a rich prosjoect of vineyards, of gardens, and of plentiful harvests ; 
and the Propontis has ever been renowned for an inexhaustible store 
of the most exquisite fish, that are taken in their stated seasons, 
without skill, and almost without labour. But when the passages 
of the straits were thrown open for trade, they alternately admitted 
the natural and artificial riches of the north and south, of the 
Euxine, and of the Mediterranean. Whatever rude commodities 
were collected in the forests of Germany and Scythia, as far as the 
sources of the Tanais and the Borysthenes ; whatsoever was manu- 
fiictured by the skill of Europe or Asia ; the corn of Egypt, and the 
gems and spices of the farthest India, were brought by the varying 
winds into the ix>rt of Constantinople, which, for many ages, attracted 
the commerce of the ancient world. 

§ 8. The prospect of beauty, of safety, and of wealth, united in a 
single spot was sufficient to justify the choice of Constantine. But 
as some decent mixture of prodigy and fable has, in every age, been 
sui^posed to reflect a becoming majesty on the origin of great cities, 
the emperor was careful to instruct iiosterity that, in obedience to 
the commands of God, ho laid the everlasting foundations of Con- 
stantinople. On the day consecrated to the foundation of the city 
Constantine himself, on foot, with a lance in his hand, led the 
solemn procession, and directed the line which was traced as the 
boundary of the destined capital, till the growing circumference 
was observed with astonishment by the assistants, who, at length, 
ventured to observe that he had already exceeded the most ample 
measure of a great city. “ I shall still advance,” replied Constan- 
tine, “ till HE, the invisible g-uide who marches before me, thinks 
proper to stop.’* 

In the actual state of the city, the palace and gardens of the 
Seraglio occupy the eastern promontory, the first of the seven hills, 
and cover about 150 acres of our own measure. The seat of Turkish, 
jealousy and despotism is erected on the foundations of a Grecian 
republic ; but it may bo supposed that the Byzantines were tempted 
by the conveniency of the harbour to extend their habitations on 
that side beyond the modern limits of the Seraglio. The new walls 
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of Constantine stretched from the port to the Propontis across the 
enlarged breadth of the triangle, at the distance of 16 stadia fiom 
the ancient fortification, and with the city of Byzantium they enclosed 
five of the seven hills which, to the eyes of those who approach Con- 
stantinople, appear to rise above each other in beautiful order. About 
a century after the death of the founder, the new buildings, extending 
on one side up the harbour, and on the other along the Propontis, 
already covered the narrow ridge of the sixth and the broad summit 
of the seventh hill. The necessity of protecting those suburbs from 
the incessant inroads of the barbarians engaged the younger Theodo- 
sius to surround bis capital with an adequate and permanent enclo- 
sure of walls. From the eastern promontory to the golden gate, the 
extreme length of Constantinople was about three Boman miles, the 
circumference measured between ten and eleven, and the surface 


; be computed as equal to about 2000 English acres. 

L During the siege of Byzantium the conqueror had pitched his 
n tent on the commanding eminence of the second 

hill. To perpetuate the memory of his success, 
|[H he chose the same advantageous position for the 
principal Forum, which appears to have been of 
1^1 a circular, or rather elliptical foim. The two op- 
. posite entrances formed triumphal arches ; the 
HH porticoes, which enclosed it on every side, were 
I .'||l filled with statues, and the centre of the Fonim 
_ was occupied by a lofty column, of 
~ which a mutilated fragment is now 
I degraded by the appellation of the 

burvit pillar. This column was 
erected on a pedestal of white mar- 
ble 20 feet high, and was composed 
of XO pieces of porphyry, each of 
which measured about 10 feet in 
height, and about 33 in circumfer- 
ence. On the summit of the pillar, 
above 120 feet from the ground, 
f stood the colossal statue of Apollo. 

It was of bronze, had been trans- 
ported either from Athens or from 
a town of Phrygia, and was sup- 
Bnmt Pillar. poi^ to be the work of Phidias. 




The artist had represented the god 
of day, or, as it was afterwards interpreted, the emperor Constantine 
himself, with a sceptre in his right hand, the globe of the world in his 
left, and a crown of rays glittering on his head. The Circus, or Hip- 
podrome, was a stately building about 400 paces in length, and 100 
in breadth. The space between the two metoe or goals was filled with 
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statues and obelisks ; and wc may still remark a veiy singular frag- 
ment of antiquity, the bodies of three serpents twisted into one pillar 
of brass. Their triple heads had once supported the golden tripod, 
which, after the defeat of Xerxes, was consecrated in the temple of 
Delplii by the victorious Greeks. From the 
throne, whence the emperor viewed the Circcn- 
sian games, a winding staircase descended to the 
palace; a magnificent edifice, which scarcely 
yielded to the residence of Rome itself, and which, 
together with the dependent courts, gardens, and 
porticoes, covered a considerable extent of gi-ound 
upon the banks of the Propontis, between the 
Hippodrome and the church of St. 

Sophia. But wc should deviate from 
the design of this history if wc at- 
tempted minutely to describe the d li- 
ferent buildings or quarters of the city. 

It may be sufficient to observe that 
whatever could adorn the dignity of a 
great capital, or contribute to 
the benefit or pleasure of its 
numerous inhabitants, was 
contained witliin the walls of 
Constantinople. A particular 
description, composed about a 
century after its foundation, 
enumerates a capitol or school 
of learning, a circus, 2 theatres, 

8 public and 153 private baths, 

62 porticoes, 5 granaries, 8 
aqueducts or reservoirs of water 
4 spacious halls for the meet- serpentine Column which bore the Delphic Tripod, 
ings of the senate or courts of From n sketch made ou the spot by 

justice, 14 churches, 14 palaces, 

and 4383 houses which, for their size or beauty, deserved to be dis- 
tinguished from the multitude of plebeian habitations. 

§ 10. The populousness of his favoured city was the next and 
most serious object of the attention of its founder. Many opulent 
senators of Rome and of the eastern provinces were induced by Con- 
stantine to adopt for their country the fortunate spot which he had 
chosen for his own residence. The most wealthy of the provincials 
were attracted by the powerful motives of interest and duty, of 
amusement and curiosity. A third and more numerous class of 
inhabitants were formed, of servants, of artificers, and of merchants, 
who derived their subsistence from their own labour, and from tlio 
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wants or luxury of the superior ranks. In less than a century Con- 
stantinople disputed with Borne itself the pre-eminence of riches 
and numbers. 

The frequent and regular distributions of wine and oil, of com or 
bread, of money or provisions, had almost exempted the poorer 
citizens of Rome from the necessity of labour. The magnificence of 
the first Caesars was in some measure imitated by the founder of 
Constantinople, and the annual tribute of com imposed upon Egypt 
for the benefit of his new capital was applied to feed a lazy and 
insolent populace, at the expense of the husbandmen of an indus- 
trious province. The emperor divided Constantinople into fourteen 
regions or quarters, dignified the public council with the appellation 
of senate, communicated to the citizens the Ju8 Italicum^ which 
exempted them from taxation, and bestowed on the rising city the 
title of Colony, the first and most favoured daughter of ancient 
Borne. 

The city was dedicated on the 11th of May, a. d. 330. At the 
festival of the dedication, an edict, engraved on a column of marble, 
bestowed the title of Second or Kew Rome on the city of Constan- 
tine. But the name of Constantinople has prevailed over that 
honourable epithet, and after the revolution of fourteen centuries 
still perpetuates the fame of its author. 

§ 11. The foundation of a new capital is naturally connected with 
the establishment of a new form of civil and military administration. 
The distinct view of the complicated system of policy introduced by 
Diocletian, improved by Constantine, and completed by his imme- 
diate successors, may not only amuse the fancy by the singular 
picture of a great empire, but will tend to illustrate the secret, and 
internal causes of its rapid decay. The proper limits of this inquiry 
will be included within a period of about 130 years, from the acces- 
sion of Constantine to the publication of the Theodosian code ; from 
which, as well as from the Notitia of the East and West,* wo 
derive the most copious and authentic information of the state of 
the empire. 

All the magistrates of sufficient importance to find a place in the 
general state of the empire were divided into three classes — 1. The 
lllustres, or Illustrious ; 2. The Spectahiles, or Bespectahle ; and, 

3. The Clarissimi, whom we may translate by the word Honour’^ 
able. The last-mentioned epithet was the title of all who were 
members of the senate, and consequently of all who, from that 
venerable body, were selected to govern the provinces. The vahity 
of those who, from their rank and office, might claim a superior ffis- 

The date of the Notitia is probably between the final division of the 
empire (a. d. 395) and the successful invasion of Gaul by the barbarians 
A.D. 407). 
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tinction above the rest of the js»i»torial.order, was iaflulged with 
the appellatloia of EetpeetoMe : but fhe title oi IUu 0 $r(ous was always 
reserved to some fluent personages who were obeyed or reverenced 
by the two subordinate classes. It was communicated only» 1. To 
the consuls and patricians ; II. To the Praetorian praefects, with the 
praefects of Rome "and Constantinople ; III. To the masters general 
of the cavalry and the infantry ; and, IV. To the seven ministers of 
the palace, who exercised their sacred functions about the person of 
the emperor. 

§ 12. As long as the emperors condescended to disguise the servi- 
tude which they imposed, the consuls were still elected the real 
or apparent suffrage of the senate. From the reign of Diocletian 
even these vestiges of liberty were abolished, and the consuls were 
created by the sole authority of the emperor. Their solemn inau- 
guration was performed at the place of the Imperial residence ; and 
during a period of 120 years Rome was constantly deprived of the 
presence of her ancient magistrates. Their names and portraits, en- 
graved on gilt tablets of ivory; were dispersed over the empire as 
presents to the provinces, the cities, the magistrates, the senate, 
and the people.^ Their only duty was to cclel^rate the annual 
games of the theatre, the circus, and the amphitheatre, upon which 
the sum of about 72,0001. was expended. As soon as the consuls 
had discharged these customary duties, they were at liberty to retire 
into the shade of private life. They no longer presided in the 
national councils ; they no longer executed the resolutions of peace 
or war. Their abilities were of little moment ; and their names 
served only as the legal date of the year in which they had filled the 
chair of Marius and of Cicero. Yet it was still felt and acknow- 
ledged, in the last period of Roman servitude, that this empty name 
might be compared, and even prefen*ed, to the possession of sub- 
stantial power. The title of consul was still the most splendid object 
of ambition, the noblest reward of virtue and loyalty. 

Constantine revived the title of Patricians, but he revived it as 
a personal, not as an hereditary distinction. They yielded only 
to the transient superiority of the annual consuls ; but they enjoyed 
the pre-eminence over all the great officers of state, with the most 
familiar access to the person of the prince. This honourable rank 

* A specimen of these tablets or diptychs is given on the following page. 

It is an ivory diptych of Clementinus, who was consul of the East a.d. 513 . 
He is represented seated on a curule chair between the figures of Rome and 
Constantinople, holding the map of the Circus, and giving with it the sign for 
the beginning of the games. Above him are his signet, his name, and title sur- 
mounted by a cross, and portraits of the emperor Anastasius and the empress 
Ariadne. Under him are two boys emptying bags of presents, viz. coins, 
diptychs, and palm-branches. — See Labarte, Handbook of the Arts of the 
Middle Ages, p. xvii. 
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was bestowed on them for 
life; and, as they were 
usually favourites and mi- 
nisters who had grown old 
in the Imperial court, the 
true etymology of the word 
was perverted by ignorance 
and flattery ; and the Patri- 
cians of Constantino were 
reverenced as the adopted 
Fathers of the emperor and 
the republic. 

§ 13 . From the reign of 
Severus to that of Diocle- 
tian, the guards and the 
palace, the laws and the 
finances, the armies and the 
provinces, were intrusted to 
the superintending care ot 
the Praetorian praefects ; 
and, like the vizirs of the 
East, they held with one 
hand the seal, and with the 
other the standard, of the 
empire. The ambition ot 
the pra3fects, always formi-» 
dable and sometimes fatal 
to the masters whom they 
served, was supported by 
the strength of the Prse- 
toriau bands ; but, after 
those haughty troops had 
been weakened by Diocle- 
tian and finally suppressed 
by Constantine, the pre- 
fects, who survived their 
fall, were reduced without 
difficulty to the station of 
useful and obedient minis- 
ters. When they were nq 
longer responsible for the 
safety of the emperor’s per- 
son, they resigned the ju- 
risdiction which they had 
hitherto claimed and excr- 
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ciscd over all the depart-- 
mcnts of the palace* They 
were deprived hy Constan- 
tine of all military com- 
mand as soon as they had 
ceased to lead into the field, 
tinder their immediate or- 
ders, the flower of the Ro- 
man troops ; and, at length, 
hy a singular revolution, 
the captains of the guards 
were transformed into the 
civil magistrates of the pro- 
vinces. According to the 
plan of government insti- 
tuted hy Diocletian, the four 
princes had each their Praj- 
torian ■ proefect; and after 
the monarchy was onco 
more united in the person 
of Constantine, he still con- 
tinued to create the same 
number of four pb-®fects, 
and intrusted to their care 
the same provinces which 
they already administered. 
1. 1110 praefcct of the East 
stretched his amjilo juris- 
diction into the three parts 
of the globe which were 
subject to the Romans, from 
the cataracts of the Nile to 
the banks of the Phasis, 
and from the mountains of 
Thrace to the frontiers of 
Persia, 2, The important 
provinces of Pannonia, Da- 
cia, Macedonia, and Greece, 
once acknowledged the au- 
thority of the prsefect of 11- 
lyricum. 3. The power of 
the praefect of Italy was 
not confined to the country 
from whence he derived his 
title ; it extended over the 
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additional territory of Rhajtia as far as the banks of the Danube, 
over the dependent islands of the Mediterranean, and over that 
part of the continent of Africa which lies between the confines of 
Cyrene and those of Tingitania. 4, The prasfect of the Gauls com- 
prehended under that plural denomination the kindred provinces of 
Britain and Spain, and his authority was obeyed from the wall of 
Antoninus to the foot of Mount Atlas. 

To the Prastorian praefects W’as committed the supreme adminis- 
tration of justice and of the finances. They watched over the con- 
duct of the provincial governors, removed the negligent, and inflicted 
punishments on the guilty. From all the inferior jurisdictions an 
apj)eal in every matter of importance, either civil or criminal, might 
be brought before the tribunal of the prsefect : but his sentence was 
final and absolute ; and the emperors themselves refused to admit 
any complaints against the judgment or the integrity of a magis- 
trate whom they honoured with such unbounded confidence. 

From their superior imi)ortance and dignity. Home and Constan- 
tinople were alone excepted from the jurisdiction of the Praetorian 
praefects. The office of Praifect of the city (Praifectus urbi) had 
been instituted by Augustus, and he gradually extended his civil 
and criminal jurisdiction over the equestrian and noble families of 
Rome. The praetors, annually created as the judges of law and 
equity, could not long dispute the possession of the Forum with a 
vigorous and permanent magistmte who was usually admitted into 
the confidence of the prince. Their courts were deserted ; and their 
important functions were confined to the expensive obligation of 
exhibiting games for the amusement of the people. After the office 
of Roman consuls had been changed into a vain pageant, which was 
rarely displayed in the capital, the praefects assumed their vacant 
place in the senate, and were soon acknowledged as the ordinary 
presidents of that venerable assembly. They received appeals from 
the distance of one hundred miles ; and it was allowed as a principle 
of jurisprudence that all municipal authority was derived from them 
alone. About thirty years after the foundation of Constantinople a 
similar magistrate was created in that rising metropolis, for the same 
uses and with the same powers. A perfect equality was established 
between the dignity of the tivo municipal and that of the four Prae- 
torian praefects. 

§ 14. The civil government of the empire was distributed into 
thirteen great dioceses, each of which equalled the just measure oL 
a powerful kingdom. The first of these dioceses was subject to the 
jurisdiction of the count of the East. The place of Augustal pro feet 
of Egypt was no longer filled by a Roman knight ; but the name 
was retained. The eleven remaining dioceses — of Asians, Pontica, 
and Thrace ;• of Macedonia, Dacia, and Pannonia, or Western Illy- 
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ricum ; of Italy and Africa ; of Ganl, Spain, and Britaiil--wer6 
governed by twelve vicars or vice-prcBfeets,'^ whose name sufficiently 
explains the nature and dependence of their office. The proconsuls 
of Asia, Achaia, and Africa, were exempt from the jurisdiction of 
the governors of the dioceses, and were subject only to the emperor 
himself. They had the title of Beapectahle^ and formed an interme- 
diate class between the Illustrious Praefects and HonouraUe magis- 
trates of the provinces. 

As the spirit of jealousy and ostentation prevailed in the councils 
of the emperors, they proceeded with anxious diligence to divide the 
substance and to multiply the titles of power. The vast countries 
which the Homan conquerors had united under the same simx)le 
form of administration were imperceptibly crumbled into minute 
fragments, till at length the whole empire was distributed into 116 
provinces, each of which supported an expensive and splendid esta- 
blishment. Of these, 3 were governed by proconsuls^ 37 by consu- 
lars, 6 by correctors, and 71 by presidents. They were all (excepting 
only the proconsuls) alike included in the class of honourable per- 
sons; and they were alike intrusted, during the pleasure of the 
prince, and under the authority of the praefects or their deputies, 
with the administration of justice and the finances in their respective 
districts. 

§ 15. All the civil magistrates were drawn from the profession of 
the law. The celebrated Institutes of Justinian are addressed to the 
youth of his dominions who had devoted themselves to the study of 
Homan jurisprudence ; and the sovereign condescends to animate 
their diligence by the assurance that their skill and ability would in 
time be rewarded by an adequate share in the government of the 
republic. The rudiments of this lucrative science were taught in 
all the considerable cities of the East and West; but the most 
famous school was that of Berytus, on the coast of Phoenicia, which 
flourished above three centuries from the time of Alexander Severus, 
the author perhaps of an institution so advantageous to his native 
country. After a regular course of education, which lasted five 
years, the students dispersed themselves through the provinces in 
search o^ fortune and honours ; nor could they want an inexhaustible 
supply of business in a great empire already corrupted by the multi- 
plicity of laws, of arts, and of vices. The court of the Prsetorian 
pra)fect of the East could alone furnish employment for 150 advo- 
cates, 64 of whom were distinguished by peculiar privileges, and 
two were annually chosen with a salary of sixty pounds of gold to 
defend the causes of the treasury. The first experiment was made 

* The number of twelve varies, because in Italy there was likewise tlie 
Vicarius l^ytncB, who had jurisdiction over the ten southern provinces of 
Italy, 
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of their judicial talents by appointing them to act occasionally as 
assessors to the magistrates ; from thence they were often raised to 
preside in the tribunals before which they had pleaded. They ob- 
tained the government of a province ; and, by the aid of merit, of 
reputation, or of favour, they ascended, by successive steps, to the 
Ulrntrious dignities of ihe state. 

§ 16. In the system of policy introduced by Augustus, the go- 
vernors, those at least of the Imperial provinces, were invested with 
the full powers of the sovereign himself. They successively appeared 
on their tribunal in the robes of civil magistracy, and in complete 
armour at the head of the Eoman legions. The influence of the 
revenue, the authority of law, and the command of a military force, 
concurred to render their power supreme and absolute ; and when- 
ever they were tempted to violate their allegiance, the loyal province 
which they involved in their rebellion was scarcely sensible of any 
change in its political state. From the time of Commodus to the 
reign of Constantine near one hundred governors might be enume- 
rated, who, with various success, erected the standard of revolt. To 
secure his throne and the public tranquillity from these formidable 
servants, Constantine resolved to divide the military from the civil 
administration, and to establish, as a permanent and professional 
distinction, a practice which had been adopted only as an occasional 
expedient. The supreme jurisdiction exercised by the Pra3torian 
prefects over the armies of the empire was transferred to the two 
masters general whom he instituted, the one for the cavalry, the 
other for the infantry i and though each of these iUustrious officers 
was more jpeculiarly responsible for the discipline of those troops 
which were under his immediate inspection, they both indifferently 
commanded in the field the several bodies, whether of horse or foot, 
which were united in the same army. Their number was soon 
doubled by the division of the East and West ; and as separate 
generals of the same rank and title were appointed on the four im- 
portant frontiers of the Rhine, of the Upper and Lower Danube, and 
of the Euphrates, the defence of the Roman empire was at length 
committed to eight masters general of the cavalry and infantry. 
Under their orders, thirty-five military commanders were stationed 
in the provinces : three in Britain, six in Gaul, one in Spain, one in 
Italy, five on the Upper and four on the Ix)wer Danube, in Asia 
eight, three in Egypt, and four in Africa. The titles of counts and 
duhes, by which they were properly distinguished, have obtained in 
modem languages so very different a sense, that the use of them 
may occasion some surprise. But it should be recollected that the 
second of those appellations is only a corruption of the Latin word 
which was indiscriminately applied to any military chief. All these 
provincial generals were therefore duhes; but no more than ten 
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among them were dignified with the rank of counts or companions, 
a title of honour, or rather of favour, which had been recently in- 
vented in the court of Constantine. The dukes as well as counts 
were allowed the title of Respectable. They were strictly prohibited 
from interfering in any matter which related to the administration 
of justice or the revenue ; but the command which they exercised 
over the troops of their department was independent of the authority 
of the magistrates. The nice balance which Constantine instituted 
between the civil and the military powers, was productive of bene- 
ficial and of pernicious consequences. It was seldom to be expected 
that the general and the civil governor of a province should either 
conspire for the disturbance, or should unite for the service, of their 
country. While the one delayed to offer the assistance which the 
other disdained to solicit, the troops very frequently remained with- 
out orders or without supplies, and the defenceless subjects were left 
exposed to the fury of the barbarians. The divided administration, 
which bad been formed by Constantine, relaxed the vigour of the 
state, while it secured the tranquillity of the monarch. 

§ 17. The same timid policy, of dividing whatever is united, of 
reducing whatever is eminent, of dreading every active power, and 
of expecting that the most feeble will prove the most obedient, 
seems to pervade the institutions of several princes, and particularly 
those of Constantine. The martial pride of the legions, whose vic- 
torious camps had so often been the scene of rebellion, was nou- 
rished by the memory of their past exploits, and the consciousness 
of their actual strength. As long as they maintained their ancient 
establishment of 6000 men, they subsisted, under the reign of Dio- 
cletian, each of them singly, a visible and important object in the 
military history of the Roman empire. A few years afterwards* 
these gigantic bodies were shrunk to a very diminutive size, and 
consisted only of 1000 or 1500 men. The conspiracy of so many 
separate detachments, each of which was awed by the sense of its 
own weakness, could easily be checked ; and the successors of Con- 
stantine might indulge their love of ostentation, by issuing their 
orders to 132 legions, inscribed on the muster-roll of their numerous 
armies. The number of permanent stations or garrisons established 
on the frontiers of the empire amounted to 683 ; and under the suc- 
cessors of Constantine, the complete force of the military establish- 
ment was computed at 645,000 soldiers. 

§ 18. Besides the magistrates and generals, who at a distance 
from the court diffused their delegated authority over the provinces 
and armies, the emperor conferred the rank of UlusMoua on seven 
of his more immediate servants, to whose fidelity he intrusted his 
safety, or his counsels, or his treasures. 1. The private apartments 
of the palace were governed by a favourite eunuch, who, in the 



of tub hlacs 

tnurnmufik .* ^ Cttif.x. 

Meiambtr, Urn dSyt^tTSa’ *^‘® 

Awn* of aUUe or to tliaw of amnJl«t “ J“« 

dour frm ^ influence of royalty. 2. The principal administmtion 
Of public ftfiairs was commuted to the diligence and abilities of the 
master of the offices. He was the supreme magistrate of the palace, 
inspected the discipline of the civil and niilitary schools, and received 


appeals from aU parts of the empire, in the causes which related to 
tbat numerous army of privileged persons who, as the servants of 
the court, had obtained for themselves and families a right to decline 
the authority of the ordinary judges. The correspondence between 
the prince and his subjects was managed by the four scrinta, or 
offices of this minister of state. 3. The Imperial queestor was con- 
sidered as the representative of the legislative power, and the ori- 
ginal source of the civil jurisprudence. He composed the orations 
of the emperor, which acquired the force, and at length the form, 
of absolute edicts. He was sometimes invited to take his seat in 


the supreme judicature of the Imperial consistory, with the Prae- 
torian praefects and the master of the offices ; and he was frequently 
requested to resolve the doubts of inferior judges : but his leisure 
and talents were employed to cultivate that dignified style of elo- 
quence which, in the corruption of taste and language, still preserves 
the majesty of the Roman laws. In some respects the office of 
the Imperial quaestor may be compared with that of a modern 
chancellor ; but the use of a great seal, which seems to have been 
adopted by the illiterate barbarians, was never introduced to attest 
tlie public acts of the emperors. 4. The extraordinary title of 
, count of the sacred largesses was bestowed on the treasurer-general ot 
the revenue, with the intention pcrhax)s of inculcating that every 
payment flowed from the voluntary bounty of the monarch. 
6. Besides the public revenue, which an absolute monarch might 
levy and expend according to his pleasure, the emperors, in the 
capacity of opulent citizens, possessed a very extensive property, 
which was administered by the count or treasurer of the jyrivate 
estate. Some part had perhaps been the ancient demesnes of kings 
and republics : some accessions might be derived from the families 
which were successively invested with the purple ; but the most 
considerable portion flowed from the impure source of confiscations 
and forfeitures. 6, 7. The chosen bands of cavalry and infantry, 
wliich guarded the person of the emperor, were under the imme- 
diate command of tho two counts of the domestics. The whole number 
consisted of 3500 men, divided into seven schools, or troops, of 500 
each ; and in the East this honourable service was almost entirely 
appropriated to the Armenians. The counts of the domestics had 
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succeeded to the office of the Prastorian praefects ; like the prefects, 
they aspired from the service of the palace to the c omma nd of 
armies. 

§ 19. The perpetual intercourse between the court and the pr<^ 
Vinces was facilitated by the construction of roads and the insti- 
tution of i>osts. But these beneficial establishments were accidentally 
connected with a pernicious and intolerable abuse. Two or three 
hundred agents or messengers were employed, under the jurisdiction 
of the master of the offices, to announce the names of the annual 
consuls, and the edicts or victories of the emperors. They insensibly 
assumed the license of reporting whatever they could observe of the 
conduct either of magistrates or of private citizens ; and were soon 
considered as the eyes of the monarch and the scourge of the people. 
Under the warhi influence of a feeble reign they multiplied to the 
incredible number of 10,000, and exercised in the profitable manage- 
ment of the posts a rapacious and insolent opj)ression. These 
official spies, who regularly corresponded with the palace, were 
encouraged, by favour and reward, anxiously to watch the progress 
of every treasonable design, from the faint and latent symptoms of 
disaffection, to the actual preparation of an open revolt. Their 
careless or criminal violation of truth and justice was covered by 
tlio consecrated mask of zeal ; and they might securely aim their 
poisoned arrows at the breast either of the guilty or the innocent, 
who had provoked their resentment, or refused to purchase their 
silence. A faithful subject, of Syria perhaps, or of Britain, was 
exposed to the danger, or at least to the dread, of being dragged in 
chains to the court of Milan or Constantinople, to defend his life 
and fortune against the malicious charge of these privileged infoimers. 
The ordinary administration was conducted by those methods which 
extreme necessity can alone palliate ; and the defects of evidence 
were diligently supplied by the use of torture. 

§ 20. These evils, however terrible they may appear, were con- 
fined to the smaller number of Koman subjects whose dangerous 
situation was in some degree compensated by the enjoyment of 
those advantages, either of nature or of fortune, which exposed 
them to the jealousy of the monarch. The obscure millions of a 
great empire have much less to dread from the cruelty than from 
the avarice of their masters ; and iAet'r humble happiness is prin- 
cipally affected by the grievance of excessive taxes, which, gently 
pressing on the wealthy, descend with accelerated weight on the 
meaner and more indigent classes of society. Without abolishing 
all the various customs and duties on merchandises, which are 
imperceptibly discharged by the apparent choice of the purchaser, 
the policy of Constantino and his successors preferred a simple and 
direct mode of taxation, more congenial to the spirit of an arbitrary 



142 


DECUEIONS, 


Chap. X 


government. The chief source of revenue was the land-tax. An 
accurate census or register of the whole landed property of the 
empire was taken every fifteen years. The land was measured and 
divided into a certain number of pieces, each of which had to pay 
the same sum of money as a tax. Such a piece of land was called 
caputf whence the tax was named capitatio. Since each caput was 
of the same value, and paid the same tax, its size must of course 
have varied according to the value of the land composing it. In 
the middle ages the registers of the land were called capitastra^ 
because they contained lists of the capita ; and hence the word 
catastrum^ which continues in use on the Continent down to the 
present day. For each financial year, which commenced on the 1st 
of Septeml^r, the whole amount of the land-tax was fixed, and was 
then divided among the capita. The payment had to be made in 
three instalments— on the 1st of January, the 1st of May, and on the 
1st of September. The tribute appointed for each year was called 
Indictioriy a term which was also applied to the financial year.* 
The second most important tribute was the poll-tax, which was also 
called capitatio, to which all persons were liable who were not 
assessed to the land-tax. Consequently the poll-tax was a kind of 
supplement to the land-tax, and was intended as a direct tax upon 
those persons who would otherwise have escaped direct taxation, 
because they possessed no landed property. 

The burthen of taxation fell with the greatest severity upon the 
DecurimeSj or the members of the senate in the municipal towns. 
In the times of the republic admission into the Ordo Decurionum 
was considered an honour ; but under the despotism of the empire 
the position of the Decurions was most lamentable. The plebeians 
carefully avoided this dangerous distinction, alid the Decurions 
themselves sought to escape from it in every possible way. Many 
became soldiers and even slaves in order to conceal themselves. 
Their miserable condition arose from the oppression of the govem- 

♦ The manner in which the Indiction was used as a chronological era in 
the time of Constantine, and long afterwards, deserves notice. The indictions, 
as a chronological era, begin September 1, A. d. 312, From this date succes- 
sive periods of fifteen years are reckoned. Originally each separate year, and 
not the period of fifteen years, was called an indiction ; and there were no 
means of discriminating which of those periods of fifteen years was meant. 
Thus, when .the seventh indiction occurs in a document, this document belongs 
to the seventh year of one of those periods of fifteen years, but to which or 
them is uncertain. This continued to be the usage of the word till the twelfth- 
century, when it became the practice to call the period of fifteen years the 
indiction, and to reckon from the birth of Christ the number of indictions, 
that is, periods of fifteen years. An event was then said to take place in a 
particular year of a particular indiction ; for example, Indictionis LXXIX. 
anno V. 
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mcnt. For the Decurions had not only to collect the taxes, but 
they were responsible for their colleagues ; they had to take up the 
lands abandoned by the proprietors on account of the intolerable 
weight of taxes attached to them ; and they had finally to make up 
all deficiencies in the taxes out of their own private resources. 
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CHAPTER XL 

BOLE BEIOK OF CONSTANTINE AND BEIGNS OF HIS SONS. 

§ 1. Family of Constantine, § 2. Death of Crispu8» § 3. Death of Fausta. 
§ 4. Elevation of the sons and nephews of Constantine. § 5. The Gothic 
war: the Sarmatians receive settlements in tlie empire. § 6. Death of 
Constantiney and massacre of his family. § 7. Division of the empire 
between the three sons of Constantine. § 8. The Persian war. § 9. Civil 
war and death of Constantine. § 10. Murder of Constans. § 11. Magnentius 
and Vetraiiio assume the purple. § 12. Constantins deposes Vetranio. §13. 
Makes war against Magnentius : death of Magnentius. • § 14. Power of the 
eunuchs.^ § 15. Gallus declared Csssar: his cruelty and death. § 16. 
Escape of Julian : he is declared Caesar. § 17. Constantius visits Borne. 
§ 18. Wars with the Quadi and Sarmatians. § 19. Renewal of the Per- 
sian war. § 20. Campaigns of Julian in Gaul. § 21. Julian proclaimed 
Augustus. § 22. Preparations for civil war: death of Constimtius, and 
undisputed accession of Julian. §23. The Council of Nicsea : Constantine 
persecutes first the Arians, and afterwards the orthodox party. § 24. Per- 
secution of the orthodox by Constantius : history of Athanasius. 

§ 1. The same fortune whioL so invariably followed the standard 
of Constantine seemed to secure the hopes and comforts of his 
domestic life. The emperor had been twice married. Minervina, 
his first wife, had left him only one son, who was called CrispuB. 
By Fausta, the daughter of Maximian, he had three daughters, and 
three sons known by the kindred names of Constantine, Constantius, 
and Constans. The unambitious brothers of the great Constantine, 
Julius Constantius, Dalmatius* and Hannibalianus, were permitted 
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to enjoy the most honoumblo rank and the moat affluent fortniw 
that could be consiatent with a private atation. The yt^gert ^ 
the three lived without a name and died without poeten^. ^ 
two elder brothers obtained in marriage the dau^teia of 
fl/.Tint/'ra, and propagated new branches of the Imperial race. Gallua 
end Julian afterwards became the most illustrious of the diihhiea 
of Julius Constantius, the Patrician. The two sons of Balmatios, 
who had been decorated with the vain title of Censor, were named 
Dalmatius and Haniiibalianus. The two sisters of the great Con- 
stantine, Anastasia and Eutropia, were bestowed on Optatus and 
Nepotianus, two senators of noble birth and of consular dignity. 
His third sister, Constantia, was distinguished by her preeminence 
of greatness and of misery. She remained the widow of the van- 
quished Licinius ; and it was by her entreaties that an innocent boy, 
the offspring of their marriage, preserved, for some time, his life, the 
title of Ca3sar, and a precarious hope of the succession. Besides the 
females and the allies of the Flavian house, ten or twelve males, to 
whom the language of modem courts would apply the title of princes 
of the blood, seemed, according to the order of their birth, to be 
destined either to inherit or to support the throne of Constantine. 
But in less than 30 years tliis numerous and increasing family was 
reduced to the persons of Constantius and Julian, who alone had 
survived a series of crimes and calamities such as the tragic poets 
have deplored in the devoted lines of Pelops and of Cadmus. 

§ 2. Crispus, the eldest son of Constantine, and the presumptive 
heir of the empire, is represented by impartial historians as an 
amiable and accomplished youth. The care of his education, or at 
least of his studies, was intrusted to Lactantius, the most eloquent 
of the Christians ; .a preceptor admirably qualified to form the taste 
and to excite the virtues of his illustrious disciple* At the age of 
seventeen Crispus was invested with the title of Csesar, and the 
administration of the Gallic provinces, where the inroads of the 
Germans gave him an early occasion of signalising his military 
prowess. In the civil war which broke out soon afterwards he 
displayed his valour in forcing the straits of the Hellespont, so 
obstinately defended by the superior fleet of Licinius. Tlie public 
favour, which seldom accompanies old age, diffused its lustre over 
the youth of Crispus. He deserved the esteem and he engaged the 
affections of the court, the army, and the people. Constantine be- 
came jealous of his eldest son, and kept him almost a prisoner in his 
court, exposed, without power or defence, to every calumny which, 
the malice of his enemies could suggest. Under such painful cir- 
cumstances the royal youth might not always be able to compose his 
behaviour or suppress his discontent ; and we may be assured that 
he was encompassed by a train of indiscreet or perfidious followers, 
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who assiduously studied to inflame, and who were perhaps instructed 
to betray, the unguarded warmth of his resentment. In a. d. 326 
Constantine removed from Nicomedia to Home, in order to celebrate 
the august ceremony of the twentieth year of his reign. In the 
midst of the festival the unfortunate Crispus was apprehended by 
order of the emperor, who laid aside the tenderness of a father with- 
out assuming the equity of a judge. The examination was short and 
private; and as it was thought decent to conceal the fate of the 
young prince from the eyes of the Roman people, he was sent under 
a strong guard to Pola, in Istria, where, soon afterwards, he was put 
to death, either by the hand of the executioner or by the more 
gentle operation of poison. The Caesar Licinius, a youth of amiable 
manners, was involved in the ruin of Crispus, and the stern jealousy 
of Constantine was unmoved by the prayers and tears of his favourite 
sister, pleading for the life of a son whose rank was his only crime, 
and whoso loss she did not long survive. The story of these un- 
happy princes, the nature and evidence of their guilt, the forais of 
their trial, and the circumstances of their death, were buried in 
mysterious obscurity. 

§ 3. Some ancient writers ascribe the misfortunes of Crispus to 
the arts of his stepmother Fausta, whose implacable hatred or whose 
disappointed love renewed in the palace of Constantine the ancient 
tragedy of Hippolytus and of Phaedra. Like the daughter of Minos, 
the daughter of Maximian accused her son-in-law of an incestuous 
attempt on the chastity of his father’s wife, and easily obtained, 
from the jealousy of the emperor, a sentence of death against a 
young prince whom she considered with reason as the most formid- 
able rival of her own children. But Helena, the aged mother of 
Constantine, lamented and revenged the untimely fate of her grand- 
son Crispus ; nor was it long before a real or pretended discovery 
was made that Fausta herself entertained a criminal connection with 
•i slave belonging to the Imperial stables. Her condemnation and 
punishment were the instant consequences of the charge, and the 
adulteress was suffocated by the steam of a bath, which, for that 
purpose, had been heated to an extraordinary degree. By some it 
will perhaps bo thought that the remembrance of a conjugal union 
of 20 years, and the honour of their common offspring, the destined 
heirs of the throne, might have softened the obdurate heart of Con- 
stantine, and persuaded him to suffer his wife, however guilty she 
might appear, to expiate her offences in a solitary prison. 

§ 4, By the death of Crispus the inheritance of the empire seemed 
to devolve on the three sons of Fausta, who have been already men- 
tioned under the names of Constantine, of Constantins, and of Con- 
stans. These young princes were successively invested with the 
title of 0»sar. This conduct, though it tended to multiply tl)e 
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future masters of the Roman world, might be excused by the pai- 
tiality of paternal affection ; but it is not so eaSy to understand the 
motives of the emperor, when he endangered the safety both of his 
family and of his people by the unnecessary elevation of his two 
nephews, Dalmatius and Haniiibalianus. The former was raised, 
by the title of Cajsar, to an equality with his cousins. In favour of 
the latter, Constantine invented the new and singular appellation of 
Nobilissimus, He intrusted these princes with the government of 
provinces ; but ho always reserved for himself the title of Augustus ; 
and while he showed the Ccesars to the armies and provinces, he 
maintained every part of the empire in equal obedience to its su- 
preme head. The tranquillity of the last fourteen years of his reign 
was scarcely interrupted by the active part which the policy of 
Constantine engaged him to assume in the wars of the Goths and 
Sarmatians. 

§ 5. The Sarmatians, who are first mentioned by Herodotus under 
the name of Sauromata3, are the ancestors of the modem Slavonians. 
Soon after the reign of Augustus they obliged the Dacians, who 
subsisted by fishing on the banks of the river Theiss or Tibiscus, 
to retire into the hilly country, and to abandon to the victorious 
Sarmatians the fertile plains of the Upper Hungary, which are 
Iwundcd by the course of the Danube and the semicircular enclosure 
of the Carpathian monnteins. They lived under the irregular 
aristocracy of their chieftains ; but after they had received into their 
bosom the fugitive Vandals, who yielded to the pressure of the 
Gothic power, they seem to have chosen a king from that nation, 
and from the illustrious race of the Astingi. This motive of enmity 
must have inflamed the subjects of contention which perpetually 
arise on the confines of warlike and independent nations. Tho 
Vandal princes were stimulated by fear and revenge ; the Gothic 
kings aspired to extend their dominion from the Euxine to tho 
frontiers of Germany ; and the waters of the Maros, a small river 
which falls into the Theiss, were stained with the blood of the con- 
tending barbarians. After some experience of the superior strength 
and numbers of their adversaries, the Sarmatians implored the pro- 
tection of the Roman monarch, who beheld with pleasure the discord 
of the nations, but who was justly alarmed by the progress of the 
Gothic arms. As soon as Constantine had declared himself in favour 
of the weaker party, the haughty Araric, king of the Goths, instead 
of expecting the attack of tho legions, boldly passed tho Danube, 
and spread terror and devastation through the province of Moesia. 
To oppose the inroad of this destroying host the aged emperor took 
the field in person ; he gained a great victory over the Goths, and 
compelled them to recross the Danube (a. d. 332). 

The Sarmatians soon forgot, with the levity of barbarians, the 

H 2 



148 


DEATH OF CONSTANTINE. 


Chap. XI 


services which they had so lately received, and the dangers which 
still threatened their safety. Their inroads on the territory of the 
empire provoked the indignation of Constantine to leave them to 
their fate ; and he no longer opposed the ambition of Geberic, a 
renowned warrior, who had recently ascended the Gothic throne. 
Wisumar, the Vandal king, whilst alone and unassisted, he defended 
his dominions with undaunted courage, was vanquished and slain 
in a decisive battle which swept away the flower of the Sarmatian 
youth. The remainder of the nation embraced the desperate ex- 
pedient of arming their slaves, a hardy race of hunters and herds- 
men, by whose tumultuary aid they revenged their defeat, and 
expelled the invader from their confines. But they soon discovered 
that they had exchanged a foreign for a domestic enemy, more dan- 
gerous and more implacable. Enraged by their former servitude, 
elated by their present gloiy, the slaves, under the name of Limi- 
gantes, claimed and usurped the possession of the country which 
they had saved. Their masters, unable to withstand the ungo- 
verned fury of the populace, preferred the hardships of exile to the 
tyi’anny of their servants. The greater part of the distressed nation 
implored the protection and forgiveness of the emperor, and solemnly 
promised the most inviolable fidelity to the empire which should 
graciously receive them into its bosom. According to the maxims 
adopted by Probus and his successors, the oflers of this barbarian 
colony were eagerly accepted ; and a competent portion of lands in 
the provinces of Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, and Italy, were im- 
mediately assigned for the habitation and subsistence of 300,000 
Sarmatians (a. d. 334). 

§ 6. In A. D. 335 Constantine completed the thirtieth year of his 
reign : a period which none of his predecessors, since Augustus, had 
been permitted to celebrate. In the second year after that solemn 
festival, Constantine, at the mature age of sixty-four, after a short 
illness, ended his memorable life at a palace in the suburbs of Ni- 
comedia, whither he had retired for the benefit of the air, and with 
the hope of recruiting his exhausted strength by the use of the warm 
baths (May 22, A. d. 337). His death was followed by a conspiracy 
to exclude his two nephews, Dalmatius and Hannibalianus, from 
the share which he had assigned them in the succession of the 
empire. The intrigue was conducted with zeal and secrecy, till a 
loud and unanimous declaration was procured from the troops that 
they would sufier none except the sons of their lamented monarch to 
reign over the Roman empire. 

The voice of the dying emperor had recommended the care of his 
funeral to the piety of Constantins, the second, and perhaps the 
most favoured of his sons ; and that prince, by the vicinity of his 
eastern station, could easily anticipate the ^ligence of his brothers, 
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who resided in their distant governments of Italy and Gaul. Upon 
the arrival of Constantins in the capital, he gave his consent to a 
promiscuous massacre, which involved his two uncles, seven of his 
cousins, of whom Dalmatius and Hannibalianus were the most 
illustrious, the patrician Optatus, who had married a sister of the 
late emperor, and the pracfect Ablavius, whose power and riches 
had inspired him with some hopes of obtaining the purple. Of so 
numerous a family, Gallus and Julian alone, the two youngest 
children of Julius Constantins, were saved from the hands of the 
assassins, till their rage, satiated with slaughter, had in some mea- 
sure subsided. The emperor Constantius, who, in the absence of his 
brothers, was the most obnoxious to guilt and reproacK, discovered, 
on some future occasions, a faint and transient remorse for those 
cruelties which the perfidious counsels of his ministers, and the ir- 
resistible violence of the troops, had extorted from his inexperienced 
youth. 

§ 7. The massacre of the Flavian race was succeeded by a new 
division of the provinces, which was ratified in a personal interview 
of the three brothers. Constantine, the eldest of the Caesars, ob- 
tained, with a certain pre-eminence of rank, the possession of the new 
capital, which bore his own name and that of his father. Thrace 
and the countries of the East were allotted for the patrimony of 
Constantius ; and Constans was acknowledged as the lawful sove- 
reign of Italy, Africa, and the western lllyricum. The armies sub- 
mitted to their hereditary right, and they condescended, after some 
delay, to accept from the Roman senate the title of Augustus, When 
they first assumed the reins of government, the eldest of these 
princes was twenty-one, the second twenty, and the third only seven- 
teen, years of age. 

§ 8. While tlie martial nations of Europe followed the standards 
of his brothers, Constantius, at the head of the cfFeminate troops of 
Asia, was left to sustain the weight of the Persian war. At the 
decease of Constantine, the throne of the East was filled by Sapor, 
son of Hormouz, or Hormisdas, and grandson of Narses, who, after 
the victory of Galerius, had humbly confessed the superiority of the 
Homan power. • Sapor was in the thirtieth year of his reign and his 
life, for his mother remained pregnant at the time of her husband’s 
death. The ambition of Sapor, to whom his enemies ascribe the 
virtues of a soldier and a statesman, was animated by the desire of 
revenging the disgrace of his fathers, and of wresting from the hands 
of the Romans the five provinces beyond the Tigris. The military 
fame of Constantine, and tlie real or apparent strength of his govern- 
ment, suspended the attack ; but the death of this emperor was the 
signal of war. 

During the long period of the reign of Consta-ntius the provinces 
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of tlie East were afflicted by the calamities of the Persian war. 
The irregular incursions of the light troops alternately spread terror 
and devastation beyond the Tigris and beyond the Euphrates, from 
the gates of Ctcsiphon to those of Antioch. The more grave and 
important operations of the war were conducted with equal vigour ; 
and the armies of Rome and Persia encountered each other in nine 
bloody fields, in all of which victory remained on the side of the 
Persians. But whatever advantages might attend the arms of Sailor 
in the field, he could not hoj^ to succeed in the execution of his 
designs while the fortified towns of Mesopotamia, and, above all, the 
strong and ancient city of Nisibis, situate about two days* journey 
from the Tigris, remained in the possession of the Romans. In the 
space of twelve years Nisibis, which, since the time of Lucullus, 
had been deservedly esteemed the bulwark of the East, sustained 
three memorable sieges against the power of Sapor (a. d. 338, 346, 
350), and the disappointed monarch, after urging his attacks above 
60, 80, and 100 days, was thrice repulsed with loss and ignominy. 
Sapor was obliged to relinquish the third siege in consequence of a 
formidable invasion of the eastern provinces of Persia by the Mas- 
sagetoB. The danger and difflculties of the Scythian war engaged 
him soon afterwards to conclude, or at least to observe, a truce 
with the Roman emperor, which was equally grateful to both 
princes, as Constantins himself, after the deaths of his two bro- 
thers, was involved, by the revolutions of the West, in a civil 
contest which required the most vigorous exertion of his undivided 
strength. 

§ 9. After the partition of the empire three years hiid scarcely 
elapsed before the sons of Constantine seemed impatient to convince 
mankind that they were incapable of contenting themselves with 
the dominions which they were unqualified to govern. The eldest 
of those princes soon complained that he was defrauded of his just 
proportion of the spoils of their murdered kinsmen ; and at tho 
head of a tumultuary band, suited for rapine rather than for con- 
quest, ho suddenly broke into the dominions of Constans, by the 
way of the Julian Alps. On the news of his brother’s in- 
vasion, Constans detached a select and disciplined body of his 
Illyrian troops, proposing to follow them in person with the re- 
mainder of his forces. But the conduct of his lieutenants soon 
terminated the unnatural contest. By the artful appearances of 
flight, Constantine was betrayed into an ambuscade, which had been 
concealed in a wood, where the rash youth, with a few attendants, 
was surprised, surrounded, and slain (a. d. 340). 

§ 10. The fate of Constans himself was delayed about ten yccars 
longer, and the revenge of his brother’s death was reserved for the 
more ignoble hand of a domestic traitor. The vices of Consfnns 
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had rendered him contemptible ; and Magnentius, an ambitions sol- 
dier, who was of barbarian extraction, was encouraged by the public 
discontent to assert the honour of ..he Roman name. The friend- 
ship of Marcellinus, count of the sacred largesses, supplied with a 
liberal hand the means of seduction ; and the soldiers in tlie city of 
Autun were easily persuaded to salute Magnentius as Augustus. 
Constans, who was pursuing in the adjacent forest his favourite 
amusement of hunting, had barely time for flight ; but before he 
could reach a seaport in Spain, where he intended to embark, he w'as 
overtaken near Helena, at the foot of the Pyrenees, by a party of 
light cavalry, whose chief executed his commission by the murder 
of the son of Constantine (a. d. 350). 

§ 11. As soon as the death of Constans had decided this easy but 
important revolution, Magnentius was acknowledged as Augustus 
through tlie whole extent of the two great prajfectures of Gaul and 
Italy. The martial countries of Illyricum, from the Danube to the 
extremity of Greece, had long olxjycd the government of Vetranio, 
an aged and exi)erienced general, Ixdoved for the simplicity of his 
manners. Attached to the house of Constantine, he immediately 
gave the strongest assurances to the only surviving son of his late 
master that he would inflict a just revenge on the traitors of Gaul. 
But the legions of Vetranio were seduced by the example of re- 
bellion ; their leader soon betrayed a want of firmness or a want of 
sincerity, and his ambition derived a specious pretence from the 
approbation of the princess Constantina. That cruel and aspiring 
woman, who had obtained from the great Constautine, lier father, 
the rank of Augusta^ placed the diadem with her own hands on 
the head of the Illyrian general (March, a. d. 350), and seemed to 
expect from his victory the accomplishment of those unbounded 
hoixjs of which she liad been disappointed by the death of her hus- 
band Hannibalianus. 

§ 12. The intelligence of these important events, which so dceiAy 
affected the honour and safety of the Ira}ocrial house, recalled the 
arms of Constantius from the inglorious prosecution of the Persian 
war. He recommended the care of the East to his lieutenants, and 
afterwards to his cousin Callus, wdiom he raised from a prison to a 
throne, and marched towards Euro[)e, with a mind agitated by the 
conflict of hope and fear, of grief and indignation. His first 
object was to disunite his antagonists, and to separate the forces 
of Illyricum from the cause of rebellion. It was an easy task to 
deceive the frankness and simplicity of Vetranio, who, fluctuating 
some time between the opposite view^s of honour and interest, 
was insensibly engaged in the snares of an artful negotiation. Ve- 
tranio consented to meet Constantius in the plain of Sardica. The 
emperor of the East had seduced the trooi^s of his rival ; and when 
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Gonstantius addressed the two armies, even the ^soldiers of Vetranio 
saluted him as their lawful emperor (December, a. d. 350). Con- 
stantius used his victory with prudence and moderation. Vetranio, 
who had reigned only ten months, was allowed to retire to the 
city of Prusa, where he lived six years in the enjoyment of ease and 
affluence. 

§ 13. The approaching contestwithMagnentius could be determined 
by the sword alone. The tyrant advanced by rapid marches to en« 
counter Gonstantius, at the head of a numerous army ; and the plains 
of the Lower Pannonia, between the Drave, the Save, and the Danube, 
were the tlieatre of the war during the summer months. At length, 
on the 28th of September, a. d. 351, a bloody battle was fought near 
Mursa, or Essek, celebrated in modern times for a bridge of boats, 
five miles in length, over the river Drave. The number of the slain 
was computed at 54,000 men ; but the victory remained on the 
side of Gonstantius ; and Magnentius fled across the Julian Alps 
and took refuge in the city of Aquileia. 

The approach of winter supplied the indolence of Gonstantius 
with specious reasons for deferring the prosecution of the war till 
the ensuing spring. Magnentius had fixed his residence in the 
city of Aquileia, and showed a seeming resolution to dispute the 
jmssage of the mountains and morasses which fortified the confines 
of the Venetian province. The surprisal of a castle in the Alps by 
the secret march of the Imperialists could scarcely have deteimined 
him to relinquish the possession of Italy, if the inclinations of the 
people had supported the cause of their tyrant. But the memory of 
the cruelties exercised by his ministers, after the unsuccessful revolt 
of Nepotian, had left a deep impression of horror and resentment on 
the minds of the Eomans. That rash youth, the son of the princess 
Eutropia, and the nephew of Gonstantine, had seen with indigna- 
tion the sceptre of the West usurped by a perfidious barbarian. 
Arming a desperate troop of slaves and gladiators, he overpowered 
the feeble guard of the domestic tranquillity of Rome, received the 
homage of the senate, and, assuming the title of Augustus, pre- 
cariously reigned during a tumult of 28 days. The march of 
some regular forces put an end to his ambitious hopes : the re- 
bellion was extinguished in the blood of Nepotian, of his mother 
Eutropia, and of his adherents ; and the proscription was extended 
to all who had contracted a fatal alliance with the name and 
family of Constantine. But as soon as Gonstantius, after the battle 
of Mursa, became master of the sea-coast of Dalmatia, Rome and 
the Italian cities were persuaded to display the banners of Constan- 
tins on their walls. The grateful veterans, enriched by the liberality 
of the father, renewed their oath of allegiance to Gonstantius ; and 
the usurper, alarmed by the general desertion, was compelled, with 
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the remains of his faithful troops, to retire heyond the Alps into the 
provinces of Gaul (a. d. 352). 

The following year brought the civil war to a close. The Im- 
perial troops forced the passages of the Cottian Alps, and gained a 
decisive victory over Magnentius in the bloody combat of Mount 
Seleucus. He was unable to bring another army into the field ; and 
perceiving that his guards were preparing to deliver him to the 
conqueror, he prevented their design by falling on his sword. The 
example of suicide was imitated by Decentius, who had been 
raised by his brother to the rank either of Cajsar or Augustus, 

§ 14. The divided provinces of the empire were again united by 
the victory of Constantius ; but as that feeble prince was destitute 
of personal merit either in peace or war ; as he feared his generals, 
and distrusted his ministers ; the triumph of his arms served only 
to establish the reign of the eunuchs over the Roman world. They 
were skilled in the arts of flattery and intrigue ; and they alternately 
governed the mind of Constantius by his fears, his indolence, and 
his vanity. Of these slaves the most distinguished was the cham- 
berlain Eusebius, who ruled the monarch and the palace with abso- 
lute sway. By his artful suggestions, the emperor was persuaded 
to subscribe the condemnation of the unfortunate Gallus, and to add 
a new crime to the long list of unnatural murders which pollute the 
honour of the house of Constantine. 

§ 15. When the two nephews of Constantine, Gallus and Julian, 
were saved from the fury of the soldiers, the former was about 
twelve, and the latter about six, years of age. They received a 
careful education, but the strictest watch was set over them, and 
for many years they resided in the strong castle of Maccllum, near 
Caesarea. At length, however, the emergencies of the state com- 
pelled the emperor, or rather his eunuchs, to invest Gallus, in the 
twenty-fifth year of his age, with the title of Caesar, and to cement 
this political connection by his marriage with the princess Constan- 
tina (a. d. 351, March 5). Gallus fixed his residence at Antioch ; 
from whence, with a delegated authority, he administered the five 
great dioceses of the eastern x>ra^fecture. Even the wTiters the most 
indulgent to the memory of Gallus, are obliged to confess that the 
Caosar was incapable of reigning. Transported from a prison to a 
throne, he possessed neither genius nor application, nor docility to 
Ci)mpensate for the want of knowledge and experience. A temper 
naturally morose and violent, instead of being corrected, was soured 
by solitude and adversity ; the remembrance of what he had endured 
disposed him to retaliation rather than to sympathy ; and the ungo- 
verned sallies of his rage were often fatal to those who approached 
his person, or were subject to his power. Constantina, his wife, is 
described^ not as a woman, but as one of the infenial furies tor- 
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mented with an insatiate thirst of human blood. Every apartment 
of the palace was adorned with the instruments of death and torture, 
and a general consternation was diffused through the capital of 
Syria, 

As long as the civil war suai)endecl the fate of the Roman world 
Constantins dissembled his knowledge of tlie weak and cruel admi- 
nistration to which his choice had subjected the East. But when 
the victory was decided in favour of Constantius, his dependent 
colleague became less useful and less formidable ; and Domitian, the 
Oriental pr^efect, was empowered by a special commission to visit 
and reform the state of the East. On his arrival at Antioch, Domi- 
tian treated Gallus with such haughtiness, that the Cinsar expressed 
his resentment by delivering Domitian to the custody of a guard. 
Montius, the qujestor of the Imperial palace, interfered to protect 
Domitian, and required the civil and military ofiicers, in the name of 
their sovereign, to defend the person and dignity of his representative. 
By this rash declaration of war the impatient temper of Gallus was 
provoked to embrace the most desperate counsels. He ordered his 
guards to stand to their arms, assembled the populace of Antioch, 
and recommended to their zeal the care of his safety and revenge. 
His commands were too fatally obeyed. They rudely seized the 
prajfect and the quaestor, and, tying their legs together with ropes, 
they dragged them tlirough the streets of the city, inflicted a thou- 
sand insults and a thousand wounds on these unhappy victims, and 
at last precipitated their mangled and lifeless bodies into the stream 
of the Orontes. 

After such a deed, whatever might have been the designs of 
Gallus, it was only in a field of battle that he could assert his inno- 
cence with any hope of success. But the mind of that prince was 
formed of an equal mixture of violence and weakness. Instead of 
assuming the title of Augustus, instead of employing in his defence 
the troops and treasures of the East, he suffered himself to be de- 
ceived by the affected tranquillity of Constantius, who, leaving him 
the vain pageantry of a court, imi)erceptibly recalled the veteran 
legions from the provinces of Asia. But as it still appeared danger- 
ous to arrest Gallus in his capital, the slow and safer arts of dissi- 
mulation were practised with success. The frequent and pressing 
epistles of Constantius were filled with professions of confidence and 
friendship, exhorting the Cajsar to relieve his colleague from a part 
of the public cares, and to assist the West by his presence, his 
counsels and his arms. After a long delay the. reluctant Csesar set 
forwards on his journey to the Imperial court. From Antioch to 
Hodriauople he traversed the wide extent of his dominions with a 
numerous and stately train ; but soon after his arrival at the latter 
city be received a mandate, expressed in the most haughty and ab- 
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solute style, that his splendid retinue should halt in that city, while 
the Caesar himself, with only ten post-carriages, should hasten to 
the Imperial residence at Milan. The dissimulation which had 
hitherto been preserved was laid aside at Petovio, in Pannonia. 
Here he was airested, ignominiously stripped of tlie ensigns of Caesar 
and hurried away to Pola, in Istria, a sequestered prison, which had 
been so recently polluted with royal blood. The horror which he 
felt was soon increased by the apixjarance of his implacable enemy 
the eunuch Eusebius, who, with the assistance of a notary and a 
tribune, proceeded to interrogate him concerning the administration 
of the East. Constantins, who reviewed with partial prejudice the 
minutes of the examination, was easily convinced that his own safety 
was incompatible with the life of his cousin : the sentence of death 
was signed, despatched, and executed ; and the nephew of Constan- 
tine, with his hands tied behind his back, was beheaded in prison, 
like the vilest malefactor (a. d. 354, December). 

§ 16. Besides the reigning emperor, Julian alone survived of all 
the numerous posterity of Constantins Chlorus. The misfortune of 
his royal birth involved him in the disgrace of Gallus. From his 
retirement in the happy country of Ionia he was conveyed, under a 
strong guard, to the court of Milan, where he languished above 
seven months in the continual apprehension of suffering the same 
ignominious death which was daily inflicted, almost before his eyes, 
on the friends and adherents of his persecuted family. He owed his 
life to the steady and generous friendship of the empress Eusebia, a 
woman of beauty and merit, who, by the ascendant which she had 
gained over the mind of her husband, counterbalanced in some mea- 
sure the powerful conspiracy of the eunuchs. By the intercession of his 
patroness Julian was admitted into the Imperial presence : he pleaded 
his cause with a decent freedom ; he was heard with favour ; and 
shortly afterwards the city of Athens was assigned as the place of 
his honourable exile. As he had discovered from his earliest youth 
a propensity, or rather passion, for the language, the manners, the 
learning, and the religion of the Greeks, he obeyed with pleasure an 
order so agreeable to his wishes. After spending six months amidst 
the groves of the Academy, far from the tumults of arms and the 
treachery of courts, Julian was summoned back to Milan. The 
death of the late Caesar had left Constantins invested with the solo 
command, and oppressed by the accumulated weight, of a mighty 
empire. Before the wounds of civil discord could be healed, the 
provinces of Gaul were overwhelmed by a deluge of barbarians. 
The Sarmatians no longer respected the barrier of the Danube. 
Above all, the Persian monarch, elated by victory, again threatened 
the peace of Asia ; and the presence of the emperor was indispen- 
sably required both in the West and in the East. For the first 
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time Constantius sincerely acknowledged that his single strength 
was unequal to such an extent of care and of dominion. In conse- 
quence of the advice of Eusebia, it was resolved that Julian, after 
celebrating his nuptials with Helena, sister of Constantius, should 
be appointed, with the title of Caesar, to reign over the countries be- 
yond the Alps. Accordingly, Julian was declared Caesar at Milan 
Nov. 6, A, n. 355, and shortly afterwards set out to his government 
of Gaul. 

§ 17. The protection of the Rhaetian frontier, and the persecution 
of the Catholic church, detained Constantius in Italy above eighteen 
months after the departure of Julian. Before the emperor returned 
into the East he indulged his pride and curiosity in a visit to the 
ancient capital (a. d. 357, April 28). His short visit of thirty days 
was employed in viewing the monuments of art and power which 
were scattered over the seven hills and the interjacent valleys. He 
admired the awful majesty of the Capitol, the vast extent of the 
baths of Caracalla and Diocletian, the severe simplicity of the Pan- 
theon, the massive greatness of the amphitheatre of Titus, the elegant 
architecture of the theatre of Pompey and the Temple of Peace, and, 
above all, the stately structure of the Forum and column of Trajan ; 
acknowledging that the voice of fame, so prone to invent and to 
magnify, had made an indequate report of the metropolis of the 
world. The traveller who has contemplated the ruins of ancient 
Borne may conceive some imperfect idea of the sentiments which 
they must have inspired when they reared their heads in the splen- 
dour of unsullied beauty. The satisfaction which Constantius had 
received from this journey determined him to embellish the capital 
by the gift of an Egyptian obelisk, which Constantine had designed 
to adorn his new city. It had originally stood before the Temple of 
the Sun at Heliopolis, and had been floated down the Nile to Alex- 
andria. The death of Constantine suspended the execution of his 
purpose ; and this obelisk was now transported from the banks of 
the Nile to those of the Tiber, and elevated in the great circus of 
Borne. It stands at present in the square before the church of St. 
John Lateran. 

§ 18. The depai-ture of Constantius from Borne was hastened by 
the alarming intelligence of the distress and danger of the Illyrian 
provinces. The distractions of civil war, and the irreparable loss 
which the Roman legions had sustained in the battle of Mursa, ex- 
posed those countries, almost without defence, to the light cavalry 
of the barbarians ; and particularly to the inroads of the Quadi. In 
A. D. 358 Constantius crossed the Danube, penetrated into the heart 
of the country of the Quadi, and soon reduced them to sue for peace. 
He then directed his arms against the Limigantes,* whom he exter- 
♦ Respecting. the Limigantes, see p. 148, 
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minated after a severe struggle, and reinstated the Sarmatians in 
the possession of their ancient seats. 

§ 19. The Persian war, which had languished for some time, was 
renewed in a. d. 369 by the invasion of Mesopotamia by Sapor in 
person, who threatened to drive the Romans out of Asia. He first 
laid siege to Amida, a strongly fortified city on the Tigris, which 
resisted his attacks for 73 days, and which was not taken till 
30,000 of his veterans had perished beneath its walls. But the 
ruin of this city was the safety of the Roman provinces. As soon 
as the first transports of victory had subsided. Sapor was at leisure 
to reflect that to chastise a disobedient city he had lost the flower 
of his troops and the most favourable season for conquest, and he 
returned to his capital with aflccted triumph and secret mortifi-* 
cation. The strength as well as spirit of the army with which 
Sapor took the field in the ensuing spring (a. d. 360) was no longer 
equal to the unboimded views of his ambition. Instead of aspiring 
to the conquest of the East, he was obliged to content himself with 
the reduction of two fortified cities of Mesopotamia, Singara and 
Bezabde ; the former situate in the midst of a sandy desert, the 
other on a low sandy island in the Tigris. After dismantling the 
walls of Singara, the conqueror abandoned that solitary and seques- 
tered place ; but he carefully restored the fortifications of Bezabde, 
and fixed in that important post a garrison or colony of veterans. 
Constantins arrived at the scene of war soon after the reduction of 
these two cities. He attempted to recover Bezabde, and pressed the 
siege with the utmost vigour, but he was at length compelled by 
the rainy season to retreat ingloriously into his winter-quarters at 
Antioch. 

§ 20. In the blind fury of civil discord, Constantins had aban- 
doned to the barbarians of Germany the coimtries of Gaul, which 
still acknowledged the authority of his rival. A numerous swarm 
of Franks and Alemanni were invited to cross the Rhine by presents 
and promises, and by a perpetual grant of all the territories which 
they should be able to subdue. But the emperor, who for a tempo- 
rary service had thus imprudently provoked the rapacious spirit of 
the barbarians, soon discovered the difficulty of dismissing these 
formidable allies, after they had tasted the richness of the Roman 
soil. Regardless of the nice distinction of loyalty and rebellion, 
these undisciplined robbers treated as their natural enemies all the 
subjects of the empire who possessed any proi»erty which they were 
desirous of acquiring. Forty-five flourishing cities, Tongres, Co- 
logne, Treves, Worms, Spires, Strasburg, &c., besides a far greater 
number of towns and villages, were pillaged, and for the most part 
reduced to ashes. The Alemanni were establidied in the modern 
countries of Alsace and Lorraine ; the Franks occupied the island of 
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the Batavians, together with an extensive district of Brabant, whicli 
was then known by the appellation of Toxandria, and may deserve 
to bo considered as the original seat of the Gallic monarchy. From 
the sources to the mouth of the Bhine, the conquests of the Ger- 
mans extended above forty miles to the west of that river, and the 
scene of their devastations was three times more extensive than tliat 
of their conquests. At a still greater distance the open towns of 
Gaul were deserted, and the inhabitants of the fortified cities, who 
trusted to their strength and vigilance, were obliged to content them- 
selves with such siipffiies of com as they could raise on the vacant 
land within the enclosure of their walls. 

Under these melancholy circumstances, an inexperienced youth 
was appointed to save and to govern the provinces of Gaul. The 
retired scholastic education of Julian, in which he had been more 
conversant with books than with arms, with the dead than with the 
living, left him in profound ignorance of the practical arts of war 
and government ; and when he awkwardly repeated some military 
exercise which it was necessary for him to learn, he exclaimed with 
a sigh, “ O Plato, Plato, what a task for a philosopher 1” Yet even 
this speculative philosophy, which men of business are too apt to 
despise, had filled the mind of Julian with the noblest precepts and 
the most shining examples ; had animated him with the love of 
virtue, the desire of fame, and the contempt of death. In learning 
the Arts of war and of government ho was assisted by the wisdom 
and experience of Sallust, an officer of rank, who soon conceived a 
sincere attachment for a prince so worthy of his friendshii). In the 
course of four campaigns (a. d. 356-359) he not only drove the 
Franks and Alemaniii out of Gaul, but he made three expeditions 
beyond the Bhine, and carried the terror of the Boman arms into 
the interior of Germany, He rebuilt the cities of Gaul which had 
suffered most from the inroads of the barbarians, and diffused pros- 
perity over the provinces which had been so long exposed to the 
evils of civil discord, barbarian war, and domestic tyranny. 

§ 21. While the praises of Julian were repeated with transport in 
every part of the empire, they excited the liveliest apprehension in 
the palace of Constantins. The timid monarch and his artful 
ministers resolved to disarm the Cjesar, to recall those faithful 
troops who guarded his person and dignity ; and to employ, in a 
distant war against the Persian monarch, the hardy veterans who 
had vanquished, on the banks of the Bhine, the fiercest nations of 
Germany. While Julian used the laborious hours of his winter- 
quarters at Paris in the administration of power, he was surprised 
by the hasty arrival of a tribune and a notary, with positive orders 
from the emperor that four entire legions should lie separated from 
the standard of Julian, under which they had acquired their fame 
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and discipline ; that in each of the retnaining hands 300 of the 
bravest youths should be selected; and that this numerous detach- 
ment, the strength of the Gallic army, should instantly begin their 
march, and exert their utmost diligence to arrive, before the opening 
of the campaign, on the frontiers of Persia. T'he C®sar foresaw and 
lamented the consequences of this fatal mandate. He issued the 
necessary orders for carrying into execution the commands of the 
emperor; but the soldiers, who loved and admired Julian, who 
despised and perhaps hated Constantius, detennined to raise their 
general to the throne. They were assembled at Paris before their 
departure to the East ; and at the hour of midnight they quitted 
their quarters, encompassed the palace, and, careless of future dan- 
gers, i)ronounced the fatal and irrevocable words, Julian Au- 
gustus 1 The prince in vain refused the proffered honour ; nor did 
he yield till he had been repeatedly assured that, if he wished to 
live, he must consent to reign (a. d. 360). Having once assumed 
the Imperial title, it was impossible to lay it down again with 
safety ; but Julian was still desirous of saving his country from the 
calamities of civil war, of declining a contest with the superior 
forces of Constantius, and of preserving his own character from the 
reproach of perfidy and ingratitude. Accordingly, he obtained a 
solemn promise from the • troops, that, if the emperor of the East 
would subscribe an equitable treaty, they would renounce any views 
of conquest, and satisfy themselves with the tranquil possession of 
the Gallic provinces. On this foundation he composed, in his own 
name, and in that of the army, a specious and moderate epistle, 
which was delivered to Pentadius, his master of the offices, and to 
his chamberlain Eutherius ; two ambassadors whom he appointed to 
receive the answer and observe the dispositions of Constantius. 
This epistle is inscribed with the modest appellation of Ca?sar ; hut 
Julian solicits in a peremptory though respectful manner, the con- 
firmation of the title of Augustus. He acknowledges the irregu- 
larity of his own election, while he justifies, in some measure, the 
resentment and violence of the troops which had extorted his re- 
luctant consent. He allows the supremacy of his brother Con- 
stantius ; but he reserves for himself the nomination of his other 
civil and military officers, with the troops, the revenue, and the 
sovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps. The sumn)er of this 
year and the beginning of the following was occupied by Julian in 
his fourth and fifth expeditions beyond the Phino, in which he re- 
newed the deep impressions of terror and respect which had been 
already made by four preceding expeditions. 

§ 22. Meantime, Constantius had rejected with contempt the mo- 
derate proposals of Julian. He required him to renounce the ap- 
pellation and rank of Augustus, and to descend to his former station 
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of a limited and dependent minister. When Julian perceived that 
his moderate and respectful behaviour served only to irritate the 
pride of an implacable adversary, he boldly resolved to commit his 
life and fortune to the chance* of a civil war. The Imperial legions 
were still in their distant quarters of Asia ; the Danube was feebly 
guarded ; and if Julian could occupy, by a sudden incursion, the 
important provinces of Illyricum, he might expect that a people 
of soldiers would resort to his standard, and that the rich mines 
of gold and silver would contribute to the expenses of the civil war. 
In the neighbourhood of Basel he assembled and divided his anny. 
One body was directed to advance through the midland parts of 
Ehastia and l^^oricum. Another division prepared to follow the 
oblique course of the highways through the Alps and the northern 
confines of Italy ; and both were ordered to join their sovereign 
under the walls of Sirmium. For himself Julian had reserved a 
more difficult and extraordinary part. He selected 3000 brave 
and active volunteers, resolved, like their leader, to cast behind 
them every hope of a retreat ; at the head of this faithful band, he 
fearlessly plunged into the recesses of the Marcian, or Black forest, 
which conceals the sources of the Danube ; and, for many days, the 
fate of Julian was unknown to the world. The secrecy of his 
march, his diligence and vigour, surmounted every obstacle ; ho 
forced his way over mountains and morasses, occupied the bridges 
or swam the rivers, pursued his direct course without reflecting 
whether he traversed the territory of the Romans or of the bar- 
barians, and at length emerged, between Ratisbon and Vienna, at 
tlie place where he designed to embark his troops on the Danube. 
By a well-concerted stratagem he seized a fleet of light brigantines 
as it lay at anchor ; and boldly committed himself to the stream of 
the Danube. The labours of his mariners, who plied their oars 
with incessant diligence, and the steady continuance of a favourable 
wind, carried his fleet above TOO miles in 11 days ; and he had 
already disembarked his troops at Bononia, only 19 miles from 
Sirmium, before his enemies could receive any certain intelligence 
that he had left the banks of the Rhine. The inhabitants of 
Sirmium opened their gates to him ; and the possession of the 
strongest and most populous city of Illyricum was followed by 
the submission of all the neighbouring provinces. 

The intelligence of the march and rapid progress of Julian was 
speedily transmitted to his- rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor, had 
obtained some respite from the Persian war. Disguising the an- 
guish of his soul under the semblance of contempt, Constantius 
professed his intention of returning into Europe, and of giving 
chace to Julian; for he never spoke of this military expedition in 
any other light than that of a hunting party. But the seasonable 



161 


A.D. 861. THE CHURCH — COUNCIL OP NICE. 

death of Constantius delivered the Roman empire from the cala- 
mities of civil war. The approach of winter could not detain the 
monarch at Antioch ; and his favourites durst not oppose his im- 
patient desire of revenge. A slight fever, which was perhaps 
occasioned by the agitation of his spirits, was increased by the 
fatigues of the journey, and Constantius was obliged to halt at 
the little town of Mopsucreue, 12 miles beyond Tarsus, where he 
expired, after a short illness, in the 45th year of his age, and the 
24th of his reign (a. d. 361, November 3). His character was 
composed of pride and weakness, of superstition and cruelty. The 
long abuse of power rendered him a considerable object in the eyes 
of his contemporaries ; but, as personal merit can alone deserve the 
notice of posterity, the last of the sons of Constantine may be dis- 
missed from the world with the remark that he inherited the defects, 
without the abilities, of his father. The death of Constantius w^as 
followed by the immediate submission of his army ; and two officers 
of rank were instantly despatched to assure Julian that every sword 
in the empire would be drawn for his service. Impatient to visit 
the capital of the empire, Julian advanced through the mountains 
of Hasmus and the cities of Thrace. When he reached Heraclea, 
at the distance of 60 miles, all Constantinople was poured forth to 
receive him ; and he made his triumphal entry amidst the dutiful 
acclamations of the soldiers, the people, and the senate (Dec. 11). 
An innumerable multitude pressed around him with eager respect, 
and were perhaps disappointed when they beheld the small stature 
and simple garb of a hero, whose inexperienced youth had van- 
quished the barbarians of Germany, and who had now traversed, in 
a successful career, the whole continent of Europe, from the shores 
of the Atlantic to those of the Bosporus. 

§ 23. The history of the Church from the establishment of the 
Christian religion by Constantine to the death of Constantius de- 
mands a few words. The disputes respecting the nature, of the 
Trinity led to the convocation of the first general council of the 
Christian Church, which assembled at Nicaea (Nice), a city of Bi- 
thynia in a. d. 325. This council condemned the opinions of Arius 
and his followers, and adopted the celebrated word Homoousim^* 
which affirmed that the Father and the Son were of the same sub- 
stance. The Niceno creed was ratified by Constantine; and his 
firm declaration, that those who resisted the divine judgment of the 
synod must prepare themselves for an immediate exile, annihilated 
the murmurs of a feeble opposition. The impious Arius was banished 
into one of the remote provinces of lllyricum ; his person and dis- 

* from lfti$ same, and ohei» substance. The Arians adopted the 

word 'OfAdwvem, which affirmed that the Father and the Son were of a 
atmilar (jfAMs) substance. 
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ciples were branded, by law, with the odious name of Foiphyrians ; 
his writings were condemn'ed to the flames, and a capital punish- 
ment was denounced against those in whose possession they should 
be found. 

But, as if the conduct of the emperor had been guided by passion 
instead of principle, three years from the council of Nice were 
scarcely elapsed before he discovered some symptoms of mercy, and 
even of indulgence, towards the proscribed sect, which was secretly 
protected by his favourite sister. The exiles were recalled ; and 
Eusebius, the Arian bishop of Nicomedia, who gi*adually resumed his 
influence over the mind of Constantine, was restored to the episcopal 
throne, from which he had been ignominiously degraded. Arius 
himself was treated by the whole court with the respect which 
would have been due to an innocent and oppressed man. His faith 
was approved by the synod of Jerusalem ; and the emperor seemed 
impatient to repair his injustice, by issuing an absolute command 
that he should be solemnly admitted to the communion in tho 
cathedral of Constantinople. On the same day which had been 
fixed for the triumph of Arius he suddenly died (a. d. 336) : his 
death was regarded by the orthodox as a direct judgment from 
heaven, but was attributed by his friends to poison. The three 
principal leaders of the catholics, Athanasius of Alexandria, Eusta- 
thius of Antioch, and Paul of Constantinople, were dei)osed on 
various accusations, by the sentence of numerous councils ; and 
were afterwards banished into distant provinces by the first of the 
Christian emperors, who, in the last moments of his life, received 
the rites of baptism from tho Arian bishop of Nicomedia. 

§ 24. The sons of Constantine must have been admitted from 
their childhood into the rank of catechumens, but they imitated, in 
the delay of their baptism, the example of their father. Like him, 
they presumed to pronounce their judgment on mysteries into which 
they had never been regularly initiated : and the fate of the Trini- 
tarian. controversy depended, in a great measure, on the sentiments 
of Constantins, who inherited the provinces of the East, and ac- 
quired the possession of the whole empire. After the deatli of his 
brothers, and his victory over the tyrant Magnentius, Constantins 
became a warm supporter of Arianism, and employed the ai ms of 
power to crush the orthodox party. It is unnecessary to relate tho 
various attempts which he made to impose upon the Christian 
church the Arian doctrine ; but we must not pass over in silence 
his unjust and ineffectual persecution of the great Athanasius. 

The immortal name of Athanasius will never be separated from 
the catholic doctrine of the Trinity, to whose defence he consecrated 
every moment and every faculty of his being. He was only a 
deacon when appointed a member of the council of Nica?a ; and 
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upon the death of Alexander, the Archbishop of Alexandria, in the 
following year (a. d. 326), Athanasius wds elected as his successor. 
He filled that eminent station above 46 years, and his long ad- 
ministration was spent in a perpetual combat against the powers of 
Arianism. P^ive times was Athanasius expelled from his throne ; 
20 years he passed as an exile or a fugitive ; and almost every 
province of the Roman empire was successively witness to his 
merit and his sufferings in the cause of the orthodox faith. Amidst 
the storms of persecution, the archbishop of Alexandria was patient 
of labour, jealous of fame, careless of safety ; and he displayed a 
superiority of character and abilities which would have qualified 
him, far better than the degenerate sons of Constantine, for the 
government of a great monarchy. 

In his youth the primate of Egypt resisted the great Constantine, 
who had rei)eatedly signified his will that Arius should be restored 
to the catholic communion. The emperor respected, and might 
forgive, this inflexible resolution; and the faction who considered 
Atlianasius as their most formidable enemy were constrained to 
dissemble their hatred, and silently to ])repare an indirect and 
distant assault. At length in a. d. 335 the council of Tyro de- 
posed him from his archbisho]iric, and interdicted him from visiting 
Alexandria. Undismayed by the triumph of his enemies, the de- 
posed archbishop hastened to Constantinople, and presenting himself 
before Constantine as he was entering the city, entreated the em- 
peror to do him justice. Constantino, after some hesitation, sent 
him into a kind of honourable banishment at Treves ; but lie 
refused to fill the vacancy of the archie] liscopal throne. The death 
of the emperor changed the face of public affairs ; and, amidst the 
general indulgence of a young reign, the primate was restored to his 
country by an honourable edict of the younger Constantine, who 
expressed a deep sense of the innocence arid merit of his venerable 
guest (a. d. 338). The death of that prince exposed Athanasius to 
a second persecution ; and the feeble Constantins, the sovereign of 
the East, soon became the secret accomplice of the Arians. Ninety 
bishops of that sect or faction assembled at Antioch, under the s]ie- 
cious pretence of dedicating the cathedral. It was decided, with some 
appearance of equity, that a bishop, deprived b}'^ a synod, should not 
resume his episcopal functions till he had been absolved by the judg- 
ment of an equal synod ; the law was immediately applied to the case 
of Athanasius, who withdrew from Alexandria, and passed several 
years at Rome and in other parts of the Western empire. His cause 
was espoused by the prelates and the emperor of the West; the 
council of Sardica (a. d. 347), summoned by the authority of Con- 
stans, annulled his sentence of deposition ; and two years afterwards 
Constans signified, by a concise and peremptory epistle to his bro- 



164 CONTEST OF ATHANASIUS WITH CONSTANT! (IS. Chap. XI. 

ther Constantius, that, unless he consented to the immediate 
restoration of Athanasius, he himself, with a fleet and army, would 
seat the archbishop on the throne of Alexandria. This religious 
war was prevented by the timely compliance of Constantius ; and 
Athanasius returned to Alexandria amidst the joyful acclamations 
of his people (a. d. 349). But the subject who has reduced his 
prince to the necessity of dissembling can never expect a sincere 
and lasting forgiveness ; and the tragic fate of Constans soon de- 
prived Athanasius of a powerful and generous protector. The 
civil war between the assassin and the only surviving brother of 
Constans, which afflicted the empire above three years, secured an 
interval of repose to the catholic church f but after the death of 
Magnentius, Constantius resolved to degrade Athanasius from his 
episcopal dignity, and to deprive him if possible of his life. But 
the memory of the firm and effectual support which the primate 
of Egypt had derived from the attachment of the .Western church 
engaged the emperor to suspend the execution of the sentence till 
he had obtained the concurrence of the Latin bishops. Two years 
were consumed in ecclesiastical negotiations ; but the great council 
of Milan, which consisted of above 300 bishops, was not dissolved 
till the archbishop of Alexandria had been solemnly condemned and 
deposed by the judgment of the Western, as well as of the Eastern, 
church (a. d. 355). But it was not till the ministers of Constantius 
had collected a large military force at Alexandria that they ventured 
to carry into execution the sentence of the council, Athanasius 
escaped the vengeance of his enemies, and went a third time into 
exile (a. d. 356). He took refuge in the deserts of the Thebais, and 
remained in concealment till the death of Constantius. From the 
depth of his inaccessible retreat the intrepid primate waged an in- 
cessant and offensive war against the protector of the Arians ; and his 
seasonable writings, which were diligently circulated and eagerly 
perused, contributed to unite and animate the orthodox party. In his 
^mblic apologies, which he addressed to the emperor himself, he some- 
times affected the praise of moderation ; whilst at the same time, in 
secret and vehement invectives, he exposed Constantius as a weak 
and wicked prince, the executioner of his family, the tyrant of the 
republic, and the Antichrist of the church. In the height of his 
prosperity, the victorious monarch, who had chastised the rashness 
of Gallus, who had taken the diadem from the head of Vetranio, 
and vanquished in the field the legions of Magnentius, received 
from an invisible hand a wound which he could neither heal nor 
revenge ; and the son of Constantine was the first of the Christian 
princes who experienced the strength of those principles which, in the 
cause of religion, could resist the most violent exertions of the civil 
power. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

REIGN OF JULIAN, 

§ 1. The civil government and private life of Julian. § 2. His character. 
§ 3. His apostasj. § 4. His initiation and fanaticism. § 5, His religious 
dissimulation : he writes against Christianity. § 6. Universal toleration : 
zeal and devotion of Julian in the restoration of Paganism. § 7. Julian 
attempts to rebuild the temple of Jerusalem. § 8. He attempts to ruin 
the Christians. § 9. Tumults at Alexandria: George of Cappadocia. 
§ 10. Restoration and banishment of Athanasius. § 11. Julian resolves to 
march against the Persians. § 12. He spends the winter at Antioch: 
licentious manners of the people at Antioch. § 13. The sophist Libanius. 
§ 14. March of Julian from Antioch to Circesium. § 15. His march 
through Mesopotamia. § 16. His march through Assyria. § 17. He 
ci'osses the Tigris. § 18. He burns his 6eet and marches against Sapor. 
§ 19. Retreat of the Romans: death of Julian. § 20. Election of the 
emperor Jovian : disgraceful treaty with the Persians. § 21. Jovian con- 
tinues his retreat to Nisibis : he evacuates Nisibis and restores the five pro- 
vinces to the Persians. § 22. Reflections on the death and funeral of 
Julian. 

§ 1. Julian was in the thirty-second year of his age when he 
acquired the undisputed possession of the Homan empire. He 
practised upon the throne the lessons which he had learnt in the 
groves of the Academy. He despised the honours, renounced the 
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pleasures, and discharged with incessant diligence the duties of his 
exalted sta^a: and there were few among his subjects who would 
have conseAd to relieve him from the weight of the diadem, had 
they been obliged to submit their time and their actions to the 
rigorous laws which* their philosophic emperor imposed on himself. 
One of his most intimate friends, who had often shared the frugal 
simplicity of his table, has remarked that his light and sparing diet 
(which was usually of the vegetable kind) left his mind and body 
always free and active for the various and important business of an 
author, a pontiff, a magistrate, a general, and a prince. In one and 
. the same day he gave audience to several ambassadors, and wrote 
or dictated a great number of letters to his generals, his civil magis- 
trates, his private friends, and the different cities of his dominions. 
He listened to the memorials which had been received, considered 
the subject of the petitions, and signified his intentions more rapidly 
than they could be taken in short-hand by the diligence of his 
secretaries. While his ministers reiioscd, the prince flew with 
agility from one labour to another ; and, after a hasty dinner, 
retired into his library till the public business which he had ap- 
pointed for the evening summoned him to interrupt the prosecution 
of his studies. By this avarice of time he seemed to protract the 
short duration of his reign; and, if the dates were less securely 
ascertained, we should refuse to believe tliat only sixteen months 
elapsed between the death of Constantins and the departure of his 
successor for the Persian Avar (December, a. d. 361 ; March a. d. 
363). The actions of Julian can only be preserved by the care of 
the historian ; but the portion of his A'^oluminous writings which is 
still extant remains as a monument of the apidication, as well as of 
the genius, of the emperor. The Misopogon, the Cfusars, several of 
his orations, and his elaborate work against the Chrisfian religion, 
were composed in the long nights of the two winters, the former of 
which he passed at Constantinople, and the latter at Antioch. 

§ 2. The personal merit of Julian was, in some measure, independent 
of his fortune. Whatever had been his choice of life, by the force 
of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intense application, he would 
have obtained, or at least he would have deserved, the highest 
honours of his profession, and Julian might have raised himself to 
the rank of minister or general of the state in which ho was born 
a private citizen. But when we inspect with minute, or perhaps 
malevolent, attention the portrait of Julian, something seems Avant- 
ing to the grace and perfection of the whole figure. His genius was 
less powerful and sublime that that of Ca3sar, nor did he possess the 
consummate prudence of Augustus. The virtues of Trajan appear 
more steady and natural, and the philosophy of Marcus is more 
simple and consistent. Yet Julian sustained adversity with firm-j 
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ness, and prosperity with moderation. After an interval of 120f 
' years from the death of Alexander Severus, the KomaM beheld anj 
emperor who made no distinction between his dutiesjBfed his plea-^ 

. sures, who laboured to relieve the distress and to revi% the spirit? 
;of his subjects, and who endeavoured always to connect authority! 
with merit, and happiness with virtue. Even faction, and religiousi 
faction, was constrained to acknowledge the superiority of his genius 
in peace as well as in war, and to confess, with a sigh, that the 
apostate Julian was a lover of his country, and that he deserved the 
empire of the world. 

§ 3. The cause of Julian’s apostasy from the Christian faith may 
bo derived from the early period of his life when he was left an ' 
orphan in the hands of the murderers of his family. The names of 
Christ and of Constantius, the ideas of slavery and of religion, were 
soon associated in a youthful imagination, which was susceptible of 
the most lively impressions. Ho was educated in the lesser Asia, 
amidst the scandals of the Arian controversy. The fierce contests 
of the Eastern bishops, the incessant alterations of their creeds, and 
the profane motives which appeared to actuate their conduct, insen- 
sibly strengthened the prejudice of Julian that they neither under- 
stood nor believed the religion for which they so fiercely contended. 
At the age of twenty (a. d. 351) Julian secretly renounced Christi- ^ 
anity, and embraced a theological system which united a philosophic f 
notion of the Deity with tlio habits of vulgar superstition. TTie > 
tottering cause of Paganism had formed an alliance with the philo- 
sophy of the Academy, and the modern Platonists resorted to the 
arts of magic and t heurg y to resist the progress of the Christian 
religion. Julian was first initiated into the Grecian mysteries at 
Ephesus by the hands of Maximus, the boldest and most skilful* 
master of the Theurgic science. During his residence at Athens 
Julian was also initiated into the mysteries of Eleusis, which, 
amidst the general decay of the Grecian worship, still retained some 
vestiges of their primaeval sanctity. In the caverns of Ephesus and 
Eleusis the mind of Julian was penetrated with sincere, deep, and 
unalterable enthusiasm. From that moment he consecrated his life 
to the service of the gods ; and while the occupations of war, of 
government, and of study seemed to claim the whole measure of his 
time, a stated portion of the hours of the night was invariably 
reserved for the exercise of private devotion. The temperance 
which adorned the severe manners of the soldier and the philo- 
sopher was connected with some strict and frivolous rules of reli- 
gious abstinence ; and it was in honour of Pan or Mercury, of 
Hecate or Isis, that Julian, on particular days, denied himself the 
use of some particular food, which might have been offensive to his 
t utela r deities. By these voluntary lasts he prepared his senses ana 
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his understanding for the frequent and familiar visits with which 
he was honoured by the celestial powers. We learn from his 
faithful friend, the orator Libanius, that he lived in a perpetual 
intercourse with the gods and goddesses ; that they descended upon 
earth to enjoy the conversation of their favourite hero ; and that he 
had acquired such an intimate knowledge of his heavenly guests, as 
readily to distinguish the voice of Jupiter from that of Minerva, and 
the form of Apollo from the figure of Hercules. 

§ 5. The important secret of the apostasy of Julian was intrusted 
to the fidelity of the initiated^ with whom he was united by the 
sacred ties of friendship and religion. The apostate consulted his 
safety by dissembling his religion ; and the easy temper of poly- 
theism permitted him to join in the public worship of a sect which 
he inwardly despised. The dissimulation of Julian lasted abbve 
ten years, from his secret initiation at Ephesus to the beginning of 
the civil war; when he declared himself at once the implacable 
enemy of Christ and of Constantins. After he had become undis- 
puted master of the Roman world he wrote an elaborate work 
against Christianity. Some fmgments have been transcribed and 
preserved by his adversary, the vehement Cyril of Alexandria ; and 
they exhibit a very singular mixture of wit and learning, of so- 
phistry and fanaticism. The elegance of the style and the rank of 
the author recommended his writings to the public attention ; and in 
the impious list of the enemies of Christianity the celebrated name of 
Porphyry was effaced by the superior merit or reputation of Julian. 

§ 6. The Christians, who beheld with horror and indignation tlie 
apostasy of Julian, had much more to fear from his power than from 
his arguments. The Pagans, who were conscious of his fervent 
zeal, expected, perhaps with impatience, that the flames of persecu- 
tion should be imme^ately kindled against the enemies of the gods. 
But the hopes, as well as the fears, of the religious factions were 
apparently disappointed by the prudent humanity of a prince who 
surprised the world by an edict which extended to all the inhabit- 
ants of the Roman world the benefits of a free and equal toleration. 
But at the same time he laboured to restore the ancient religion of 
the empire and to undermine the foundations of Christianity. He 
celebrated the worship of the gods with great pomp and splendour, 
sent magnificent presents to all the celebrated places of devotion in 
the Roman world ; and allotted sums to repair and decorate the 
ancient temples, which had suffered the silent decay of time, or the 
recent injuries of Christian rapine. Encouraged by the example, 
the exhortations, the liberality of their pious sovereign, the cities 
and families resumed the practice of their neglected ceremonies. 
‘‘ Every part of the world,” exclaims Libanius, with devout trans- 
port, “ displayed the triumph of religion, and the grateful prospieci 
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of flaming altars, bleeding victims, tbe smoke of incense, and a 
solemn train of priests and prophets, without fear^nd without 
danger. The sound of prayer and of music was heard on the tops 
of the highest mountains ; and the same ox afforded a sacrifice for 
the gods, and a supper for their joyous votaries.’* 

The enthusiasm of Julian prompted him to embrace the friends 
of Jupiter as his personal friends and brethren. He admired and 
rewarded the perseverance of those Pagans who had preferred the 
favour of the gods to that of the emperor. If they cultivated the 
literature as well as the religion of the Greeks, they acquired an 
additional claim to the friendship of Julian, who ranked the Muses 
in the number of his tutelar deities. In the religion which he had 
adopted, piety and learning were almost synonymous ; and a crowd 
of poets, of rhetoricians, and of philosophers, hastened to the Impe- 
rial court to occupy the vacant places of the bishops who had seduced 
the credulity of Constantius. Among the philosophers, Maximus 
obtained the most eminent rank in the friendship of his royal 
disciple, but he was insensibly corrupted by the temptations of a 
court, and was exposed, under a succeeding reign, to a disgraceful 
inquiry into the means by which the disciple of Plato had accumu- 
lated, in the short duration of his favour, a very scandalous propor- 
tion of wealth. 

Julian showed almost equal favour to the Christians who pru- 
dently embraced the religion of their sovereign. The acquisition of 
new proselytes gratified the ruling passions of his soul, superstition 
and vanity ; and he was heard to declare, with the enthusiasm of a 
missionary, that if he could render each individual richer than 
Midas, and every city greater than Babylon, he should not esteem 
himself the benefactor of mankind unless, at the same time, he 
could reclaim his subjects from their impious revolt against the 
immortal gods. A prince who had studied human nature, and who 
possessed the treasures of the Roman empire, could adapt his argu- 
ments, his promises, and his rewards to every order of Christians ; 
and the merit of a seasonable conversion was allowed to supply the 
defects of a candidate, or even to expiate the guilt ol a criminal. 
As the army is the fnost forcible engine of absolute power, Julian 
applied himself, with peculiar diligence, to corrupt the religion of 
his troops, without whose hearty concurrence every measure must 
be dangerous and unsuccessful, and the natural temper of soldiers 
made this conquest as easy as it was important. The legions of 
Gaul devoted themselves to the faith, as well as to the fortunes, of 
their victorious leader. The armies of the East, which Bad been 
trained under the standard of the cross and of Constantins, required 
a more artful and expensive mode of persuasion. On the days of 
solemn and public festivals the emperor received the homage, and 
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rewarded tLe merit, of the troops His throne of state was encircled 
with the military ensigns of Rome and the republic ; the holy name 
of Christ was erased from the Laharum ; and the symbols of war, 
of majesty, and pf Pagan superstition were so dexterously blended 
that the faithful subject incurred the guilt of idolatry when he 
respectfully saluted the person or image of his sovereign. The 
soldiers passed successively in review, and each of them, before he 
received from the hand of Julian a liberal donative, proportioned to 
his rank and services, was required to cast a few grains of incense 
into the flame which burnt upon the altar. .Some Christian con* 
fessors might resist, and others might repent ; but the far greater 
number, allured by the prospect of gold and awed by the presence 
of the emperor, contracted the criminal engagement, and their futuie 
perseverance in the worship of the gods was enforced by every con- 
sideration of duty and of interest. By the frequent repetition of 
these arts, and at the expense of sums which would have purchased 
the service of half the nations of Scythia, Julian gradually acquired 
for his troops the imaginary protection of the gods, and for himself 
the firm and effectual support of the Roman legions. 

§ 7. While the devout monarch incessantly laboured to restore 
and propagate the religion of his ancestors, he embraced the extra- 
ordinary design of rebuilding the temple of Jemsalem. As the 
Christians were firmly persuaded that a sentence of everlasting 
destruction had been pronounced against the whole fabric of the 
Mosaic law, the Imperial sophist would have converted the success 
of his undertaking into a specious argument against the faith of 
prophecy and the truth of revelation. He was also anxious to insult 
the Christians by erecting, on the commanding eminence of Moriah, 
a stately temple which might eclipse the splendour of the church of 
the Resurrection on the adjacent hill of Calvary ; and he determined 
to plant there a numerous colony of Jews, whose stern fanaticism 
would be always prepared to second, and even to anticipate, the 
liostile measures of the Pagan government. Accordingly at the 
beginning of the year 363 his friend Alypius received an extraordi- 
nary commission to restore, in its pristine beauty, the temple of 
Jerusalem. At the call of their great deliverer, the Jews from all 
the provinces of the empire assembled on the holy mountain of their 
fathers; and their insolent triumph alarmed and exasperated the 
Christian inhabitants of Jerusalem. The desire of rebuilding the 
temple has in every age been the ruling passion of the children of 
Israel. In this propitious moment the men forgot their avarice, and ’ 
the women their delicacy ; spades and pickaxes of silver were pro- 
vided by the vanity of the rich, and the rubbish was transported in 
mantles of silk and purple. Every purse was opened in liberal con- 
tributions. every hand claimed a share in the pious labour ; and the 
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commands of a great monarcli were executed by the enthusiasm of a 
whole people. Yet^ on this occasion, the joint efforts of power and 
enthusiasm were unsuccessful ; and the ground of the Jewish 
temple, which is now covered by a Mahometan mosque, still con- 
tinued to exhibit the same edifying spectacle of ruin and desolation. 
Perhaps the absence and death of the emperor, and the new maxims 
of a Christian reign, might explain the interruption of an arduous 
work, which was attempted only in the last six months of the life 
of Julian. But the Christians entertained a natural and pious 
expectation that in this memorable contest the honour of religion 
would be vindicated by some signal miracle. An earthquake, a 
whirlwind, and a fieiy eruption, which overturned and scattered the 
new foundations of the temple, are attested, with some variations, 
by contemporary and respectable evidence. Even Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus, a contemporary and a Pagan, relates* that, “ whilst Alypius, 
assisted by the governor of the province, urged with vigour and 
diligence the execution of the work, horrible balls of fire, breaking 
out near the foundations, with frequent and reiterated attacks, 
rendered the place, from time to time, inaccessible to the scorched 
and blasted workmen ; and, the victorious element continuing in 
this manner obstinately and resolutely bent, as it were, to drive 
them to a distance, the undertaking was abandoned.’* But Ammi- 
anus was not an eye-witness ; and such a miracle cannot be accepted 
without the original evidence of impartial and intelligent spectators. 

§ 8. The restoration of the Jewish temple was secretly connected 
with the ruin of the Christian church. Julian still continued to 
maintain the freedom of religious worship, hut he determined to 
deprive the Christians of all the honours and advant^es which 
rendered them respectable in the eyes of the world. He affected to 
pity the unhappy Christians, who were mistaken in the most im- 
portant object of their lives ; but his pity was degraded by con4 j 
tempt, his contempt was embittered by hatred ; and the sentiments p 
of Julian were expressed in a style of sarcastic wit, which inflicts a 
deep and deadly wound whenever it issues from the mouth of a 
sovereign. As he was sensible that the Christians gloried in the 
name of their Redeemer, he countenanced, and perhaps enjoined, 
the use of the less honourable appellation of Galiljbakts. He 
declared that, by the folly of the Galilseans, whom he describes as a 
sect of fanatics, contemptible to men and odious to the gods, the 
empire had been reduced to the brink of destruction. He prohibited 
them from teaching the arts of grammar and rhetoric, on the ground 
that, if they refused to adore the gods of Homer and Demosthenes, 
they ought to content themselves with expounding Luke and 
Matthew in the churches of the Galilasans. The greater part of the 
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Ohristioa officers were gradually removed from their employments 
in the state, the army, and the provinces. The hopes of future 
candidates were extinguished by the declared partiality of a prince 
who maliciously reminded them that it was unlawful for a Christian 
to use the sword, either of justice or of war, and who studiously 
guarded the camp and the tribunals with the ensigns of idolatry. 
The powers of government were intrusted to the Pagans, who pro- 
fessed an ardent zeal for the religion of their ancestors ; and though 
Julian himself would not violate the laws of justice and toleration 
which he himself had so recently established, the provincial minis- 
ters of his authority consulted the wishes, rather than the commands, 
of their sovereign ; and ventured to exercise a secret and vexatious 
tyranny against the sectaries on whom they were not permitted to 
confer the honours of martyrdom. The most effectual instrument 
of oppression with which they were armed was the law that 
obliged the Christians to make full and ample satisfaction for the 
temples which they had destroyed under the preceding reign. The 
restitution of those stately structures which had been levelled with 
the dust, and of the precious ornaments which had been converted 
to Christian uses, swelled into a very large account of damages and 
debt. The authors of the injury had neither the ability nor the 
inclination to discharge this accumulated demand, and the Pagan 
magistrates, inflamed by zeal and revenge, abused the rigorous 
privilege of the Eoman law, which substitutes, in the place of his 
inadequate property, the person of the insolvent debtor. There can 
be no doubt that in many parts of the empire the Pagans abused, 
without prudence or remorse, the moment of their prosperity, and 
that the unhappy objects of their cruelty were released from torture 
only by death ; but the massacre of Alexandria attracts still more 
attention from the rank of the victims, an 1 the splendour of the 
capital of Egypt. 

§ 9. George, from his parents or his education sumamed the 
Cappadocian, was of mean origin ; and having obtained a lucrative 
contract to supply the army with bacon, he accumulated wealth by 
the basest arts of fraud and corruption ; but his malversations were 
so notorious, that George was compelled to escape from the pursuits 
of justice. After this disgrace he embraced, with real or affected 
zeal, the profession of Arianism. He was elected the successor of 
Athanasius in a. d. 856. Each moment of his reign was polluted 
by cruelty and avarice ; and he oppressed with an impartial hand the 
various inhabitants of his extensive diocese. Under the reign of 
Constantins he was expelled by the fury, or rather by the justice, 
of the people ; and it was not without a violent struggle that the 
civil and military powers of the state could restore his authority, 
and gratify his revenge. The messenger who proclaimed at Alex- 
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andria the accession of Julian announced the downfal of the arch* 
bishop. George was ignominiously dragged in chains to the public 
prison, and at the end of 24 days was torn to pieces by the fury of 
the multitude, who, impatient of the tedious forms of judicial pro- 
ceedings, forced open the prison (December 24, a. d. 361). The 
meritorious death of the archbishop obliterated the memory of his 
life. The rival of Athanasius was dear and sacred to the Arians, 
and the seeming conversion of those sectaries introduced his worship 
into the bosom of the catholic church. The odious stranger, dis- 
guising every circumstance of time and place, assumed the mask of 
a martyr, a saint, and a Christian hero ; and the infamous George 
of Cappadocia has been transformed into the renowned St. George 
of England, the patron of arms, of chivalry, and of the garter. 

§ 10. After the tumult of Alexandria had subsided, Athanasius, 
amidst the public acclamations, seated himself on the throne from 
whence his unworthy competitor had been precipitated : and as the 
zeal of the archbishop was tempered with discretion, the exercise of 
his authority tended not to inflame, but to reconcile, the minds of 
the people (a. D. 362, Feb. 21). But Julian, who despised the 
Christians, honoured Athanasius with his sincere and peculiar 
hatred. For his sake alone he introduced an arbitrary distinction, 
repugnant at least to the spirit of his former declarations. He 
maintained that the Galilseans whom he had recalled from exile 
were not restored, by that general indulgence, to the possession of 
their respective churches ; and he expressed his astonishment that a 
criminal, who had been repeatedly condemned by the judgment of 
the emperors, should dare to insult the majesty of the laws, and 
insolently usurp the archiepiscopal throne of Alexandria, without 
expecting the orders of his sovereign. Athanasius prudently retired 
to the monasteries of the Desert ; eluded, with his usual dexterity, 
the snares of the enemy ; and lived to triumph over the ashes of a 
prince who, in words of formidable import, had declared his wish 
that the whole venom of the Galilsean school were contained in the 
single person of Athanasius. 

§ 11. Having thus narrated the attempts of Julian to restore 
Paganism and subvert Christianity, we now turn to the other events 
of his reign. Julian entered Constantinople, as we have already 
seen, on Dec, 11, a. d. 361. The first few months of his* reign were 
devoted to the reformation of the abuses, which had crept into the 
administration during the feeble reign of his predecessor ; but upon 
the approach of summer he resolved to invade Persia, and to chastise 
the haughty nation which had so long resisted and insulted the 
majesty of Rome. A formidable army was destined for this im- 
portant service, and Julian, marching from Constantinople through 
the provinces of Asia Minor, arrived at Antioch about eight months 
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after the death of his predecessor. His ardent desire to march into 
the heart of Persia was checked by the indispensable duty of regu- 
lating the state of the empire, by his zeal to revive the worship of 
the gods, and by the advice of his wisest friends, who represented 
the necessity of allovring the salutary interval of winter-quarters to 
restore the exhausted strength of the legions of Gaul and the dis- 
cipline and spirit of the Eastern troops. Julian was persuaded to 
fix, till the ensuing spring, his residence at Antioch. 

§ 12. If Julian had flattered himself that his personal connection 
with the capital of the East would be productive of mutual satis- 
faction to the prince and people, he made a very false estimate of 
his own character and of the manners of Antioch. The warmth 
of the climate disposed the natives to the most intemperate enjoy- 
ment of tranquillity and opulence, and the lively licentiousness of 
the Greeks was blended with the hereditary softness of the Syrians. 
Fashion was the only law, pleasure the only pursuit, and the splen- 
dour of dress and furniture was the only distinction of the citizens 
of Antioch. The arts of luxury were honoured, the serious and 
manly virtues were the subject of ridicule, and the contempt for 
female modesty and reverent age announced the universal corruption 
of the capital of the East. The rustic manners of Julian soon dis- 
gusted the delicacy of his subjects, and the efleminate Orientals 
could neither imitate nor admire the severe simplicity which the 
conperor always maintained and sometimes affected. The majority 
of the people supported the glory of the Christian name, which had 
been first invented by their ancestors : they contented themselves 
iwith disobeying the moral precepts, but they were scrupulously 
attached to the speculative doctrines, of their religion. The hatred 
which the citizens of Antioch entertained against the austere philo- 
sopher, and the apostate from the Christian faith, was still further 
augmented by a scarcity of corn ; and during the licentious days of 
the Saturnalia, the streets of the city resounded with insolent songs, 
which derided the laws, the religion, the personal conduct, and even 
the heard^ of the emperor. The disciple of Socrates was too deeply 
affected by these popular insults ; but the monarch, endowed with 
quick sensibility and possessed of absolute power, refused his 
passions the gratification of revenge. Instead of abusing or exerting 
the authority of the state to revenge his personal injuries, Julian 
contented himself with an inoffensive mode of retaliation, which it 
would be in the power of few princes to employ. He had been 
insulted hy satires and libels ; in his turn he composed, under the 
title of the JEnemy of the Beard, an ironical confession of his own 
faults, and a severe satire of the licentious and effeminate manners 
of Antioch. This imperial reply was publicly exposed before the 
gates of the palace; and the Misofogok still remains a singular 
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monument of the resentment, tlie wit, the humanity, and the indis- 
cretion of Julian. 

§ 13. Yet Antioch possessed one citizen whose genius and virtues 
might atone, in the opinion of Julian, for tlte vice and folly of his 
country. The sophist Libanius was born in the capital of the East ; 
he publicly professed the arts of rhetoric and declamation at Nice, 
Nicomedia, Constantinople, Athens, and, during the remainder of 
his life, at Antioch. His school was assiduously frequented by the 
Grecian youth ; his disciples, who sometimes exceeded the number 
of eighty, celebrated their incomparable master ; and the jealousy 
of his rivals, who persecuted him from one city to another, con- 
firmed the favourable opinion which Libanius ostentatiously dis- 
played of his superior merit. When Julian ascended the throne, 
he declared his impatience to embrace and reward the Syrian sophist, 
who had preserved in a degenerate age the Grecian purity of taste, 
of manners, and of religion. The emperor’s prepossession was in- 
creased and justified by the discreet pride of his favourite. Instead 
of pressing, with the foremost of the crowd, into the palace of Con- 
stantinople, Libanius calmly expected his arrival at Antioch, with- 
drew from court on the first symptoms of coldness and indifference, 
required a formal invitation for each visit, and taught his sovereign 
an. important lesson,, that he might command the obedience of a 
subject, but that he must deserve the attachment of a friend. 
Julian might disdain the acclamations of a venal court who adored 
the Imperial purple ; but he was deeply flattered by the praise, 
the admonition, the freedom, and the envy of an independent philo- 
sopher, who refused his favours, loved his person, celebrated his 
fame, and protected his memory. The voluminous writings of 
Libanius still exist ; for the most part they are the vain and idle 
comjKDsitions of an orator who cultivated the science of words, — 
the productions of a recluse student, whose mind, regardless of Lis 
contemporaries, was incessantly fixed on the Trojan war and the 
Athenian commonwealth. Yet the sophist of Antioch sometimes 
descended from this imaginary elevation ; he entertained a various 
and elalx)ratc correspondence ; ho praised the virtues of his own 
times ; he boldly arraigned the abuses of public and private life ; 
and he eloquently pleaded the cause of Antioch against the just 
resentment of Julian and Theodosius.* 

§ 14. The martial impatience of Julian urged him to take the 
field in the beginning of the spring (a. n. 363, March 5). He 
marched from Antioch through Bercea (Aleppo) and Batnas to 
Hierapolis, situated about 24 miles from the Euphrates. He crossed 

* Th« birth of Libanius is assigned to the year 314. He mentions the 76th 
year of his age (a. d. 390), and seems to allude to some events of a still later 
date. 
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this river on a bridge of boats which was previously constructed, 
and advanced without delay to Carrhae, a very ancient city of Meso- 
];)otamia, at the distance of fourscore miles from Hierapolis (Mar. 19). 
The secret of the ex|jedition had hitherto remained in his own 
breast ; but as Carrhae is the point of seimration of the two great 
roads, he could no longer conceal whether it was his design to 
attack the dominions of Sapor on thb side of the Tigris, or on that 
of the Euphrates. The emperor detached an army of 30,000 men, 
under the command of his kinsman Procopius, and of Sebastian, 
who had been duke of Egypt. They were ordered to direct their 
march towards Nisibis, and to secure the frontier from the desultory 
incursions of the enemy, before they attempted the passage of the 
Tigris. Their subsequent operations were left to the discretion of 
the generals ; but Julian expected that, after wasting with fire and 
sword the fertile districts of Media and Adiabene, they might arrive 
under the walls of Otesiphon about the same time that he himself, 
advancing with equal steps along the banks of tlie Euphrates, 
should besiege the capital of the Persian monarchy. The success 
of this well-concerted plan depended, in a great measure, on the 
powerful and ready assistance of the king of Armenia, who, without 
exposing the safety of his own dominions, might detach an army of 
4000 horse and 20,000 foot to the assistance of the Bomans. But 
the pusillanimous monarch was averse to any enterprise of danger 
and gloiy, and could disguise his timid indolence by the more 
decent excuses of religion and gratitude. He expressed a pious 
attachment to the memory of Constantins, from whose hands he 
had received in marriage Olympias, the daughter of the prsefect 
Ablavius. He professed the Christian religion ; he reigned over a 
nation of Christians ; and he was restrained, by every principle of 
conscience and interest, from contributing to the victory which 
would consummate the ruin of the church. 

The military dispositions of Julian were skilfully contrived to 
deceive the spies and to divert the attention of Sapor. The legions 
appeared to direct their march towards Nisibis and the Tigris. On 
a sudden they wheeled to the right, traversed the level and naked 
plain of Carrhas, and reached, on the third day, the banks of the 
Euphrates, where the strong town of Nicephorium, or Callinicum, 
had been founded by the Macedonian kings. From thence the 
Emperor pursued his march, above 90 miles, along the winding 
stream of the Euphrates, till at length, about one month after his 
departure from Antioch, he discovered the towers of Circesium, 
the extreme limit of the Roman dominions. The army of Julian, 
the most numerous that any of the Caesars had ever led against 
Persia, consisted of 65,000 effective and well-disciplined soldiers. 
The broad channel of the Euphrates was crowded by a fleet of 
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1100 ships, destined to attend the motions and to satisfy the wants 
of the Homan army. The river Chaboras falls into the Euphrates 
at Circesium, and, as soon as the trumpet gai^e the signal of march, 
the Homans passed the little stream which separated two mighty 
and hostile empires (April 7). \ 

§ 15. The country which the llomans traversed from the Chaboras 
to the cultivated lands of Assyria may be considered as a part of 
the desert of Arabia, a dry and barren waste, which could never be 
improved by the most powerful arts of human industry. Julian 
marched over the same ground which had been trod above 700 years 
before by the footsteps of the younger Cyrus, and which is described 
by one of the companions of his expedition, the sage and heroic 
Xenophon.* The sandy plains of Mesopotamia were abandoned to 
the antelopes and wild asses of the desert, but a variety of populous 
towns and villages were pleasantly situated on the banks of the 
Euphrates and in the islands which are occasionally formed by that 
river. The city of Anah, or Anatho, which consists of a small 
island in the midst, and two fruitful spots on either side, of the 
Euphrates, yielded to Julian; but the impregnable fortress of 
Thilutha could scorn the menace of a siege, and the emperor would 
not delay his march by a vain attempt to take it. Upon arriving 
at Macepracta the Romans perceived the ruins of the wall which 
had been constructed by the ancient kings of Assyria to secure their 
dominions from the incursions of the Medes. These preliminaries 
of the expedition of Julian appear to have employed about fifteen 
days, and wo may compute near 300 miles from the fortress of 
Circesium to the wall of Macepracta. 

§ 16. The fertile province of Assyria, which stretched beyond the 
Tigris, as far as the mountains of Media, extended about 400 miles 
from the ancient wall of Macepracta to the territory of Basra, where 
the united streams of the Euphrates and Tigris discharge them- 
selves into the Persian Gulf. The whole country might have 
claimed the peculiar name of Mesopotamia, as the two rivers, which 
are never more distant than 50, approach, between Bagdad and 
Babylon, within 25 miles of each other. The fields of Assyria were 
devoted by J ulian to the calamities of war ; and the philosopher 
retaliated on a guiltless people the acts of rapine and cruelty which 
had been committed by their haughty master in the Homan pro- 
vinces. Two cities of Assyria presumed to resist the arms of the 
Roman emperor ; and they both paid the severe penalty of their 
rashness. Perisabor, or Anbar, a large and populous city on the 
Euphrates, and Maogamalcha, a strong fortress upon the Tigris, 
situate only 11 miles from the royal residence of Ctesiphon, were 
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botb taken by storm, and levelled to the ground. Julian had thus 
triumphed over all the obstacles that opposed his march to the gates 
of Ctesiphon. But the reduction, or even the siege, of the capital 
of Persia was still at a distance : nor can the military conduct of 
the emperor be clearly apprehended without a knowledge of the 
country which was the theatre of his bold and skilful operations. 
Twenty miles to the south of Bagdad, and on the eastern bank of 
the Tigris, the curiosity of travellers has observed some ruins of the 
palaces of Ctesiphon, which in the time of Julian was a great and 
populous city. The name and gloiy of the adjacent Seleucia were 
for ever extinguished ; *and the only remaining quarter of that 
Greek colony had resumed, with the Assyrian language and manners, 
the primitive appellation of Coche. Cocho was situate on the 
western side of the Tigris ; but it was naturally considered as a 
suburb of Ctesiphon, with which we may suppose it to have been 
connected by a permanent bridge of boats. The united parts con- 
tributed to form the common epithet of Al Modain, the cities, 
which the Orientals have bestowed on the winter residence of the 
Sassanidm ; and the whole circumference of the Persian capital was 
strongly fortified by the waters of the river, by lofty walls, and by 
impracticable morasses. Kear the ruins of Seleucia the camp of 
Julian was fixed, and secured by a ditch and rampart against the 
sdlies of the numerous and enterprising garrison of Coche. The 
Nahar-Malcha, or royal canal, flows from the Euphrates into the 
Tigris at a small distance below the great city. If the Roman 
fleet had followed this canal, the intermediate situation of Coche 
would have separated the fleet and army of Julian ; and the rash 
attempt of steering against the current of the Tigris, and forcing 
their way through the midst of a hostile capital, must have been 
attended with the total destruction of the Roman navy. The pru- 
dence of the emperor foresaw the danger, and provided the remedy. 
As he had minutely studied the operations of Trajan in the same 
country, he soon recollected that his warlike predecessor had dug a 
new and navigable canal, which, leaving Coche on the right hand, 
conveyed the waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the river Tigris at 
some distance above the cities. From the information of the peasants 
Julian ascertained the vestiges of this ancient work, which were 
almost obliterated by design or accident. By the indefatigable 
labour of the soldiers a broad and deep channel was speedily 
prepared for the reception of the Euphrates. A strong dyke was 
constructed to interrupt the ordinary current of the Nahar-Malcha : 
a flood of waters rushed impetuously into their new bed ; and the 
Roman fleet, steering their triumphant course into the Tigris, 
derided the vain and inefiectual barriers which the Persians of 
Ctesiphon had erected to oppose their passage. 
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§ 17 , As it became necessary to tran^j^ 
the Tigris, another labojir presented itsd^f to 
danger, than the preceding expedition. Tim stream ijas li^ to 
rap^, the ascent steep and diflBcult ; and the entrenehmto 
h^ been formed on the ridge of the opposite bank were witK 
a numerous army. In the presence of such an enemy the co^ 
struotion of a bridge was impracticable ; but in the dead of night ^ 
transported a large detachment of troops across the river, defeated 
the Persians upon the opposite bank, and pursued them to the gates 
of Ctesiphon. The victory was followed by a solemn sacrifice to 
the god of war, but the appearances of the victims threatened the 
most inauspicious events ; and Julian soon discovered, by less am* 
biguous signs, that he had now reached the term of his prosperity. 

While the Persians behold from the* walls of Ctesiphon the deso- 
lation of the adjacent country, Julian cast many an anxious look 
towards the North, in full expectation that, as he himself had vic- 
toriously penetrated to the capital of Sapor, the march and junction of 
his lieutenants, Sebastian and Procopius, would be executed with the 
same courage and diligence. His expectations were disappointed by 
the treachery of the Armenian king, who permitted, and most pro- 
bably directed, the desertion of his auxiliary troops from the camp 
of the Romans ; and by the dissensions of the two generals, who 
were incapable of forming or executing any plan for the public 
service. When the emperor had relinquished the hope of this 
important reinforcement, he condescended to hold a council of war, 
and approved, after a full debate, the sentiment of those generals 
who dissuaded the siege of Ctesiphon, as a fruitless and pernicious 
undertaking. At the same time he rejected, with obstinacy and 
disdain, the most flattering offers of a negotiation of peace. 

§ 18. The honour, as well as interest, of Julian, forbade him to 


consume his time under the impregnable walls of Ctesiphon. In- 
stead of confining his servile march to the banks of the Euphrates 
and Tigris, he resolved to imitate the adventurous spirit of Alex- 
ander, and boldly to advance into the inland provinces, till he forced 
his rival to contend with him, perhaps in the plains of Arbela, for 
the empire of Asia. The magnanimity of Julian was applauded 
and l»etrayed by the arts of a noble Persian, who, in the cause of 
his countiy, had generously submitted to act a part full of danger, 
of falsehood, and of shame. With a train of faithful followers ho 
deserted to the Imperial camp ; exposed, in a specious tale, the 
injuries which he had sustained ; and confidently offered himself as 
the hostage and guide of the Roman march. The credulous Julian, 
receiving the traitor into his bosom, was persuaded to issue an hasty 
order, which, in the opinion of mankind, appeared to arraign his 
prudence and to endanger his safety. He destroyed in a single 
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hour the whole navy, which had been transported above 5CX) miles, 
at so great an expense of toil, of treasure, and of blood. A few 
small vessels were saved, to accompany, on carriages, the march of 
the army, and to form occasional bridges for the passage of the 
rivers. A supply of twenty days* provisions was reserved for the 
use of the soldiers ; and the rest of the magazines, with a fleet of 
1100 vessels, which rode at anchor in the Tigris, wwe abandoned 
to the flames by the absolute command of the emperor. The 
Christian bishops, Gregory and Augustin, insult the madness of the 
apostate, who executed, with his own hands, the sentence of divine 
justice. Yet there are not wanting some specious, and perhaps 
solid, reasons, which might justify the resolution of Julian. The 
navigation of the Euphrates never ascended above Babylon, nor 
that of the Tigris above Opis. The distance of the last-mentioned 
city from the Roman camp was not very considerable; and Julian 
must soon have renounced the vain and impracticable attempt of 
forcing upwards a great fleet against the stream of a rapid river, 
which in several places was embarrassed by natural or artificial 
cataracts. If, moreover, it was advisable to advance into the inland 
country, the destruction of the fleet and magazines was the only 
measure which could save that valuable prize from the hands of 
the numerous and active troops which might suddenly be poured 
from the gates of Ctesiphon. 

The extensive region that lies between the river Tigris and the 
mountains of Media was filled with villages and towns ; and the 
fertile soil, for the most part, was in a very improved state of culti- 
vation. But on the approach of the Romans this rich and smiling 
prospect was instantly blasted. Wherever they moved, the inha- 
bitants deserted the open villages and took shelter in the fortified 
towns ; the cattle was driven away ; the grass and ripe com were 
consumed with fire ; and, as soon as the flames had subsided which 
interrupted the march of Julian, he behold the melancholy face of a 
smoking and naked desert. The emperor was soon reduced to the 
scanty stock of provisions which continually wasted in his hands. 
Before they were entirely consumed he might still have reached the 
wealthy and unwarlike cities of Ecbatana or Susa by the efibrt of a 
rapid and well-directed march ; but he was deprived of this last 
resource by his ignorance of the roads and by the perfidy of his 
guides. The Romans wandered several days in the country to the 
eastward of Bagdad; the Persian deserter, who had artfully led 
them into the snare, escaped from their resentment ; and his fol- 
lowers, as soon as they were put to the torture, confessed the secret 
of the conspiracy. The visionary conquests of Hyrcania and India, 
which had so long amused, now tormented, the mind of Julian. 
Conscious that his own imprudence was the cause of the publio 
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distress, he anxiously balanced the hopes of safety or success 
without obtaining a satisfactory answer either from gods or men. 
At length, as the only practicable measure, he embraced the reso- 
lution of directing his steps towards the banks of the Tigris, with 
the design of saving the army by a hasty march to the confines of 
Corduene, a fertile and friendly province, which acknowledged the 
sovereignty of Rome. The desponding troops obeyed the signal 
of the retreat (June 16), only 70 days after they had passed the 
Chaboras with the sanguine expectation of subverting the throne of 
Persia. 

§ 19. As soon as the Romans commenced their retreat, they were 
surrounded by the whole force of the Persian army, and had to fight 
their way step by step. The repeated attacks of the Persians were 
repulsed with firmness ; bnt the hardy veterans, accustomed to the 
cold climate of Gaul and Germany, fainted under the sultry heat of 
an Assyrian summer ; their vigour was exhausted by the incessant 
repetition of march and combat ; and the progress of the army was 
suspended by the precautions of a slow and dangerous retreat in the 
presence of an active enemy. Every day, every hour, as the supply 
diminished, the value and price of subsistence increased in the Roman 
camp, and the Romans began to entertain the most gloomy appre- 
hensions that, before they could reach the frontiers of the empire, 
they should all perish, either by famine or by the sword of the bar- 
barians. 

Under these trying circumstances Julian was distinguished by his 
personal bravery, and by the skill with which he led his forces. 
One day he had succeeded in driving off the Persians, who dis- 
charged, as they fled, a cloud of darts and arrows. The heat of the 
weather had tempted Julian to lay aside his cuirass; and a javelin, 
after razing the skin of his arm, transpierced the ribs, and fixed in 
the inferior part of the liver. Julian attempted to draw the deadly 
weapon from his side ; but his fingers were cut by the sharpness of 
the steel, and he fell senseless from his horse. His guards flew to 
his relief; and the wounded emperor was gently raised from the 
ground, and conveyed out of the tumult of the battle into an adjacent 
tent. The first words that Julian uttered, after his recovery from 
the fainting fit into which he had been thrown by loss of blood, 
were expressive of his martial spirit. He called for his horse and 
arms, and was impatient to rush into the battle. His remaining 
strength was exhausted by the painful effort ; and the surgeons, who 
examined his wound, discovered the symptoms of approaching 
death. He employed the awful momenta with the firm temper ut 
a hero and a sage ; the philosophers who had accompanied him in 
this 'fatal expedition compared the tent of Julian with the prison of 
Socrates ; and the spectators, whom duty, or friendship, or curiosity. 



182 


JOVIAN EMPEROR. 


CoAP. XIL 


had assembled round his couch, listened with respectful grief to the 
funeral oration of their dying emperor. At the same time he re- 
proved the immoderate grief of the spectators ; and conjured them 
not to disgrace, by unmanly tears, the fate of a prince who in a few 
moments would be united with heaven and with the stars. The efforts 
which he made most probably hastened his death. His wound 
began to bleed with fresh violence : his respiration was embarrassed 
by the swelling of the veins : he called for a draught of cold water, 
and, as soon as he had drunk it, expired without pain, about the 
hour of midnight. Such was the end of that extraordinary man, 
in the 32nd year of his age, after a reign of one year and about 
eight months from the death of Oonstantius (a. d. 363, June 26). 
In his last moments he displayed, perhaps with some ostentation, 
the love of virtue and of fame, which had been the ruling passions 
of his life. 

§ 20. The unexpected death of Julian left the empire without a 
master, and without an heir, in a state of perplexity and danger 
which, in the space of fourscore years, had never been experienced, 
since the election of Diocletian. The situation of a famished army, 
encompassed on all sides by a host of barbarians, shortened the 
moments of grief and deliberation. In this scene of terror and 
distress, the body of the deceased prince, according to his own 
directions, was decently embalmed ; and, at the dawn of day, the 
generals convened a military senate, at which the commanders of the 
legions, and the ofiBcers both of cavalry and infantry, were invited to 
assist. Three or four hours of the night had not passed away without 
some secret cabals ; and when the election of an emperor was pro> 
posed, the spirit of faction began to agitate the assembly, llie 
superior virtues of Sallust could alone reconcile their divisions and 
unite their suffrages ; and the venerable prmfect would immediately 
have been declared the successor of Julian, if he himself, with 
sincere and modest firmness, had not alleged his age and infirmities, 
so unequal to the weight of the diadem. While the generals de- 
* bated, a few voices saluted Jovian, who was no more than first of 
the domestics, with the names of Emperor and Augustus^ The 
tumultuary acclamation was instantly repeated by the guards who 
surrounded the tent, and passed, in a few minutes, to the extremities 
of the line. The new prince, astonished with his own fortune, was 
hastily invested with the Imperial ornaments, and received an oath 
of fidelity from the generals, whoso favour and protection he so 
lately solicited. A few hours after the death of Julian the Romans 
continued their march ; and though attacked with redoubled fury by 
the Persians, who were elated by the death of Julian, they repulsed 
the enemy, and after marching and fighting a long summer’s day, 
arrived, in the evening, at Samara, on the banks of the Tigris, about 
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100 miles above Ctesipbon. From Samara they continued their 
march to Dura, also on the Tigris, which they reached four days 
after the death of Julian, although incessantly exposed to the 
vexatious pursuit of the Persians. Here the fainting spirits of the 
Homans were revived by the sound of peace. The transient pre- 
sumption of Sapor had vanished : he observed, with serious concern, 
that, in the repetition of doubtful combats, he had lost his most 
faithful and intrepid nobles, his bravest troops, and the greatest part 
of his train of elephants : and the experienced monarch feared to 
provoke the resistance of despair, the vicissitudes of fortime, and 
the unexhausted powers of the Homan empire, which might soon 
advance to relieve, or to revenge, the successor of Julian. Two 
satraps appeared in the camp of Jovian, and declared that the 
clemency of his sovereign was not averse to signify the conditions 
on which he would consent to spare and to dismiss the Caesar with 
the relics of his captive army. The hopes of safety subdued the 
firmness of the Homans ; and the five provinces beyond the Tigris, 
which had been ceded by the grandfather of Sapor, were restor^ to 
the Persian monarchy. He acquired, by a single article, the im- 
pregnable city of Nisibis, which had sustained, in three successive 
sieges, the effort of bis arms. Singara, and the castle of the Moors, 
one of the strongest places of Mesopotamia, were likewise dismem- 
bered from the empire. It was considered as an indulgence that 
the inhabitants of those fortresses were permitted to retire with 
their effects ; but the conqueror rigorously insisted that the Homans 
should for ever abandon the king and kingdom of Armenia. A 
peace, or rather a long truce, of thirty years, was stipulated between 
the hostile nations. The conclusion of so ignominious a treaty 
was facilitated by the private ambition of Jovian. The obscure 
domestic, exalted to the throne by fortune rather than by merit, 
was impatient to escape from the hands of the Persians, that he 
might prevent the designs of Procopius, who commanded the army 
of Mesopotamia, and establish his doubtful reign over the legions 
and provinces which were still ignorant of the hasty and tumul- 
tuous choice of the camp beyond the Tigris, J 

§ 21. The Homans were new allowed to pass the Tigris un- 
molested ; but in a laborious march of 200 miles over the plains of 
Mesopotamia they endured the last extremities of thirst and hunger. 
They were obliged to traverse a sandy desert, which, in the extent 
of 70 miles, did not afford a single blade of sweet grass nor a single 
spring of fresh water, and the rest of the inhospitable waste was 
untrod by the footsteps either of friends or enemies. The remains 
of the army at length rbposed themselves under the walls of Nisibis. 
When the conditions of the ignominious treaty became known, the 
minds of the people were filled with astonishment and grief, with 
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indignation and terror. The deep and dangerous question, how far 
the public faith should be observed when it becomes Incompatible 
with the public safety, was freely agitated in popular conversation, 
and some hopes were entertained that the emperor would redeem 
his pusillanimous behavour by a splendid act of patriotic perfidy. 
But the same motives which had forced him to subscribe, now 
pressed him to execute the treaty of peace. He was impatient to 
secure an empire at the expense of a few provinces, and the respect* 
able names of religion and honour concealed the personal fears and 
the ambition of Jovian. The inliabitants of Nisibis, notwithstanding 
their entreaties and remonstrances, were compelled to evacuate their 
city, and were removed to a new-built quarter of Amida, which 
rising city, with the reinforcement of a very considerable colony, 
soon recovered its former splendour and became the capital of Meso- 
l)0tamia4 Similar orders were despatched by the emperor for the 
evacuation of Singara and the castle of the Moors, and for the 
restitution of the five provinces beyond the Tigris. Sapor enjoyed 
the glory and the fruits of his victory ; and this ignominious peace 
has justly been considered as a memorable a3ra in the decline and 
fall of the Roman empire. The predecessors of Jovian had some- 
times relinquished the dominion of distant and unprofitable pro- 
vinces ; but, since the foundation of the city, the genius of Rome, 
the god Terminus, who guarded the boundaries of the republic, had 
never retired before the sword of a victorious enemy. 

§ 22, After Jovian had performed those engagements which the 
voice of his people might have tempted him to violate, he hastened 
away from the scene of his disgrace, and proceeded with his whole 
court to enjoy the luxury of Antioch. Without consulting the 
dictates of religious zeal, he was prompted, by humanity and grati- 
tude, to bestow the last honours on the remains of his deceased 
sovereign. The corpse of Julian was transported from Nisibis to 
Tarsusj in a slow march of fifteen days, and, as it passed through 
the cities of the East, was saluted by the hostile factions with 
mournful lamentations and clamorous insults. It was an ancient 
custom in the funerals, as well as in the triumphs of the Romans, 
that the voice of praise should be corrected by that of satire and 
ridicule, and that, in the midst of the splendid pageants which 
displayed the glory of the living or of the dead, their imperfections 
should not be concealed from the eyes of the world. This custom 
was practised in the funeral of Julian. The comedians, who re- 
sented his contempt and aversion for the theatre, exhibited, with 
the applause of a Christian audience, the lively and exaggerated 
representation of the faults and follies of the deceased emperor. His 
various character and singular manners afforded an ample scope for 
pleasantry and ridicule. In the exercise of his uncommon talents 
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he often descended helow the majesty of his rank. Alexander was 
transformed into Diogenes, — the philosopher was degraded into a 
priest. The purity of his virtue was sullied by excessive vanity ; 
his superstition disturbed the peace and endangered the safety of a 
mighty empire ; and his irregular sallies were the less entitled to 
indulgence, as they appeared to be the laborious efforts of art, or 
even of affectation. The remains of Julian were interred at Tarsus 
in Cilicia ; but his stately tomb, which arose in ,that city on the 
banks of the cold and limpid Cydnus, was displeasing to the faithful 
friends who loved and revered the memory of that extraordinary 
man. The philosopher expressed a very reasonable wish that the 
disciple of Plato might have reposed amidst the groves of the 
Academy, while the soldier exclaimed, in bolder accents, that the 
ashes of Julian should have been mingled with those of Caesar, in 
the field of Mars, and among the ancient monuments of Homan 
virtue. The history of princes does not very frequently renew the 
example of a similar competition. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE REIGNS OF JOVIAN AND VALEN TINIAN I. 

§ 1. Jovian restores Christianity as the established religion, but proelaims 
universal toleration. § 2. Death of Jovian. § 3. Election of Valenti- 
NIAN : he associates his brother Valens in the empire. § 4. Final division 
of the Eastern and Western empires. § 5. Revolt and death of Procopius. 
§ 6. Character and government of Valentinian and Valens. § 7. Valenti- 
nian maintains religious tolemtion. § 8. Valens professes Arianism and 
persecutes the Catholics. § 9. Foreign wars. § 10. Wars with the Ger- 
mans: the Alcmanni, Burgundians, and Sasons. § 11. War in Britain: 
•the Scots and Piets. § 12. War in Africa; revolt and death of Firmus: 
execution of Theodosius. § 13, War on the Danube: the Gothic war. 
§ 14. War of the Quadi and Sarmatians : death of Valentinian. § 1.5. 
Succession of Gratian and Valentinian II. 

§ 1. The death of Julian had left the public affairs of the empire in 
a very doubtful and dangerous situation. The Roman army was 
saved by an inglorious, perhaps a necessary, treaty ; and the first 
moments of peace were consecrated by Jovian to restore the do- 
mestic tranquillity of the church and state. Jovian was educated 
in the profession of Christianity ; and as he marched from Nisibis 
to Antioch, the banner of the Cross, the Labarum of Constantine, 
which was again displayed at the head of the legions, announced to 
the people the faith of their new emperor. Aa soon as he ascended 
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the throne he transmitted a circular epistle to all the governors of 
provinces, in which he confessed the divine truth and secured the 
legal establishment of the Christian religion. He showed his attach- 
ment to the Nicene Creed by the reverence which he expressed for 
the celestial virtues of the great Athanasius. The intrepid veteran 
of the faith, at the age of 70, had issued from his retreat on the first 
intelligence of the tyrant’s death. The acclamations of the people 
seated him once more on the archiepiscopal throne, and he wisely 
accepted or anticipated the invitation of Jovian. The venerable 
figure of Athanasius, his calm courage and insinuating eloquence, 
sustained the reputation which he had already acquired in the courts 
of four successive princes. As soon as he had gained the confidence 
and secured the faith of the Christian emperor, he returned in 
triumph to his diocese, and continued, with mature counsels and 
undiminished vigour, to direct, ten years longer, the ecclesiastical 
government of Alexandria, Egypt, and the catholic ohurch. Under 
the reign of Jovian Christianity obtained an easy and lasting vic- 
tory ; and as soon as the smile of royal patronage was withdrawn, 
the genius of Paganism, which had been fondly raised and cherished 
by the arts of Julian, sunk irrecoverably in the dust. But the 
Pagans were not persecuted; and Jovian published a wise and 
gracious edict of toleration, in which he explicitly declared that, 
although he should severely punish the sacrilegious rites of magic, 
his subjects might exercise, with freedom and safety, the ceremonies 
of the ancient worship. 

§ 2. After remaining six weeks at Antioch, Jovian continued his 
march towards Constantinople, but Dadastana, an obscure town, 
almost at an equal distance between Ancyra and Nice, was marked 
for the fatal term of his journey and his life. After indulging him- 
self with a plentiful supper, he retired to rest, and the next morning 
the emperor Jovian was found dead in his bed (a. d. 3G4, Feb. 17). 
QTie cause of this sudden death was variously understood. By somo 
it was ascribed to the consequences of an indigestion, occasioned 
either by the quantity of the wine or the quality of the mushrooms 
which he had swallowed in the evening. According to others, he 
was suffocated in his sleep by the vapour of charcoal, which ex- 
tracted from the walls of the apartment the unwholesome moisture 
of the fresh plaster. But the want of a regular inquiry into the 
death of a piince whose reign and person were soon forgotten appears 
to have been the only circumstance which countenanced the malicious 
whispers of poison and domestic guilt. 

1 3. After the death of Jovian the throne of the Eoman world 
remained ten days without a master. The ministers and generals 
still continued to meet in council, to exercise their respective func- 
tions, to maintain the public order, and peaceably to conduct the 
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army to the city of Nice in Bithynla, which was chosen for the 
place of the election. In a solemn assembly of the civil and mili- 
tary powers of the empire, the diadem was again unanimously 
oifered to the praefect Sallust. He enjoyed the gloiy of a second 
refusal. Several candidates were proposed and successively rejected : 
but as soon as the name of Valentinian was pronounced, the merit 
of that officer united the suffrages of the whole assembly, and 
obtained the sincere approbation of Sallust himself (Feb. 26). 
Valentinian was the son of Count Gratian, a native of Cibalis, in 
Pannonia, who from an obscure condition had raised himself to the 
military commands of Africa and Britain. The rank and services 
of Gratian contributed to smooth the first steps of the promotion 
of his son, and afforded him an early opportunity of displaying those 
solid and useful qualifications which raised his character above the 
ordinary level of his fellow-soldiers. The person of Valentinian 
was tall, graceful, and majestic. His manly countenance, deeply 
marked with the impression of sense and spirit, inspired his friends 
with awe, and his enemies with fear ; and, to second the efforts of 
his undaunted courage, the son of Gratian had inherited the ad- 
vantages of a strong and healthy constitution. By the habits of 
chastity and temperance Valentinian preserved his own and the 
public esteem. In the time of Julian he provoked the danger of 
disgrace by the contempt which he publicly expressed for the 
reigning religion. He was pardoned, however, and still employed, 
by a prince who esteemed his merit, and in the various events of 
the Persian war he improved the reputation which he had already 
acquired on the banks of the Rhine. Valentinian was now in the 
44th year of his age ; and 30 days after his own elevation he be- 
stowed the title of Augustus on his brother Valens (March 28), who 
was in his 36th year. The abilities of Valens had never been exer- 
cised in any employment, military or civil, and his character had 
not inspired the world with any sanguine expectations. He pos- 
sessed, however, one quality which recommended him to Valentinian, 
and preserved the domestic peace of the empire : a devout and 
grateful attachment to his benefactor, whose superiority of genius, 
as well as of authority, Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledged 
in every action of his life. 

§ 4. After remaining a short time at Constantinople, the two 
emperors set out for the Illyrian provinces, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Naissus they executed the solemn and final division of the 
Roman empire (a. d. 364, June). Valentinian bestowed on his bro- 
ther the rich praefecture of the J^asf, from the Lower Danube to the 
confines of Persia ; whilst he reserved for his immediate government 
the warlike praefecturfes of Illyricumy Italy^ and Gaul, from the 
extremity of Greece to the Caledonian rampart, and from the 
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i*ampart of Caledonia to the foot of Mount Atlas. The provincial 
administration remained on its former basis, but a double supply 
of generals and magistrates was required for two councils and two 
courts ; the division was made with a just regard to their peculiar 
merit and situation, and seven master-generals were soon created 
either of the cavalry or infantry. When this important business 
had been amicably transacted, Valentinian and Valens embraced for 
the last time. The emperor of the West established his temporary 
residence at Milan, and the emperor of the East returned to Con- 
stantinople to assume the dominion of fifty provinces, of whose lan- 
guage he was totally ignorant. 

§ 6. The tranquillity of the East was soon disturbed by rebellion, 
and the throne of Valens was threatened by the daring attempts of 
a rival whose affinity to the emperor Julian was his sole merit, and 
had been his only crime. Procopius had endeavoured, by his 
dutiful and submissive behaviour, to disarm the jealousy both of 
Jovian and Valentinian, and had retired, with his wife and family, 
to cultivate the amide patrimony which he possessed in the pro- 
vince of Cappadocia. These useful and innocent occupations were 
interrupted by the appearance of an officer with a band of soldiers, 
who, in the name of his new sovereigns, Valentinian and Valens, 
was despatched to conduct the unfortunate Pro opius either to a 
perpetual prison or an ignominious death. His presence of mind 
procured him a longer respite and a more splendid fate. Without 
presuming to dispute the royal mandate, he requested the indulgence 
of a few moments to embrace his weeping family, and, while the 
vigilance of his guards was relaxed by a plentiful entertainment, he 
dexterously escaped to the sea-coast of the Euxine, from whence he 
passed over to the country of Bosporus. After remaining several 
months in concealment he ventured into the capital, and, during the 
absence of Valens in Syria, was proclaimed emperor by his friends, 
and was saluted by the soldiers with shouts of joy and vows of 
fidelity (a. d. 365, Sept. 28). At first everything seemed to promise 
success to the usurper. The people regretted the justice and the 
abilities of Sallust, who had been imprudently dismissed from the 
prasfecture of the East. They despised the character of Valens, 
which was rude without vigour, and feeble without mildness. The 
large bodies of troops stationed in the cities of Thrace and the 
fortresses of the Lower Danube wore gradually involved in the 
guilt of rebellion, and the Gothic princes consented to supply the 
sovereign of Constantinople with the formidable strength of several 
thousand auxiliaries. His generals passed the Bosporus, and sub- 
dued, without an effort, the unarmed but wealthy provinces of 
Bithynia and Asia. Valens began to despair of his life and fortune, 
and proposed to negotiate with the usurper.* The timid monarch 
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was saved from disgrace and ruin by the firmness of his ministers, 
and their abilities soon decided in his favour the event of the civil 
war. Sallust was restored to the praefecture of the East ; and in 
two engagements the unfortunate Procopius was deserted by his 
troops, who were seduced by the instructions and example of their 
perfidious officers. After wandering some time among the woods 
and mountains of Phrygia, he was betrayed by his desponding fol- 
lowers, conducted to the Imperial camp, and immediately beheaded 
(A. D. 366, May 28). 

§ 6. The fall of the usurper was followed by many acts of cruelty ; 
and indeed the whole reign of the two brothers was disgraced by 
frequent executions, both at Rome and Antioch. Valens was of a 
timid, and Valentinian of a choleric, disposition. An anxious regard 
to his personal safety was the ruling principle of the administration 
of Valens. The favourites of Valens obtained, by the privilege of 
rapine and confiscation, the wealth which his economy would have 
refused. They urged, with persuasive eloquence, that, in all cases 
of treason, suspicion is equivalent to proof ; that the power supposes 
the intention of mischief; that the intention is not less criminal 
than the act ; and thxit a subject no longer deserves to live, if his 
life may threaten the safety, or disturb the repose, of his sovereign. 
The judgment of Valentinian was sometimes deceived, and his con- 
fidence abused; but he would have silenced the informers with a 
contemptuous smile, had they presumed to alarm his fortitude by 
the sound of danger. They praised his inflexible love of justice ; 
and, in the pursuit of justice, the emperor was easily tempted to 
consider clemency as a weakness, and passion as a virtue. As long 
as he wrestled ^vith his equals in the bold competition of an active 
and ambitious life, Valentinian was seldom injured, and never 
insulted, with impunity; and the proudest and most powerful 
generals were apprehensive of provoking the resentment of a fearless 
soldier. After he became master of the world he unfortunately 
forgot that where no resistance can be made no courage can be 
exerted ; and instead of consulting the dictates of reason and mag- 
nanimity, he indulged the furious emotions of his temper, at a time 
when they were disgraceful to himself, and fatal to the defenceless 
objects of his displeasure. In the government of his household, or 
of his empire, slight, or even imaginary offences — a hasty word, a 
casual omission, an involuntary delay — were chastised by a sentence 
of immediate death. The expressions which issued the most readily 
from the mouth of the emi)eror of the West were, “ Strike off his 
head “ Bum him alive ;” — “ Let him be beaten with clubs till 
he expires ;” and his most favoured ministers soon understood that, 
by a rash attempt to dispute or suspend the execution of his san- 
guinary commands, they might involve themselves in the guilt and 
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punishment of disobedience. The repeated gratification of this 
savage justice hardened the mind of Valentinian against pity and 
remorse ; and the sallies of passion were confirmed by the habits of 
cruelty. But in the calmer moments of reflection the dispassionate 
judgment of Valentinian could xlearly perceive, and accurately pur-* 
sue, his o^vn and the public interest; and Valens, who imitated 
with equal docility the various examples which he received from his 
elder brother, was wmetimes guided by the wisdom and virtue of 
the praefect Sallust. Both princes invariably retained, in the purple, 
the chaste and temperate simidicity which had adorned their private 
life ; and under their reign the pleasures of the court never cost the 
people a blush or a sigh, lliey gradually reformed many of the 
abuses of the times of Constantius; judiciously adopted and . im- 
proved the designs of Julian and his successor ; and displayed a style 
and spirit of legislation which might inspire posterity with the most 
favourable opinion of their character and government. Valentinian 
condemned the exposition of new-born infants, and established 
fourteen skilful physicians, with stipends and privileges, in the 
fourteen quarters of Rome. He enacted that the arts of rhetoric 
and grammar should be taught, in the Greek and Latin languages, 
in the metropolis of every province ; and as the size and dignity 
of the school was usually proportioned to the importance of the city, 
the academies of Rome and Constantinople claimed a just pre- 
eminence. The institutions of Valentinian contributed to secure 
the benefits of peace and plenty ; and the cities were guarded by the 
establishment of the Defensors ; freely elected as the tribunes and 
advocates of the people, to support their rights, and to expose their 
grievances, before the tribunals of the civil magistrates, or even at 
the foot of the Imperial throne. The finances were diligently 
administered by two princes who had been so long accustomed to 
the rigid economy of a private fortune, 

§ 7. But the most honourable circumstance of the character of 
Valentinian is the firm and temperate impartiality which he uni- 
formly preserved in an age of religious contention. Under the 
reign of an apostate, he had signalized his zeal for the honour of 
Christianity : he allowed to his subjects the privilege which he had 
assumed for himself ; and they might accept, with gratitude and 
confidence, the general toleration which was granted by a prince 
addicted to passion, but incapable of fear or of disguise. The 
Pagans, the Jews, and all the various sects which acknowledged the 
divine authority of Christ, were protected by the laws from arbi- 
trary power or popular insult ; nor was any mode of worship pro- - 
hibited by Valentinian, except those secret and criminal practices 
which abused the name of reli^on for the dark purposes of vice and 
disorder. 
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§ 8. In tlie West the Arian party was insignificant, and the 
friend of toleration was placed at a distance from the fiercest contro- 
versies. But in the provinces of the East, the strength and num- 
bers of the hostile factions were more equally balanced. Athanasius 
still reigned at Alexandria; the *thrones of Constantinople and 
Antioch were occupied by Arian prelates ; and every episcopal 
vacancy was the occasion of a popular tumult. Valens was baptized 
by Eudoxus, the Arian bishop of the Imperial city ; and, after he 
had taken this decisive step, it was extremely difficult for him to 
preserve either the virtue, or the reputation of impartiality, Valens 
resigned his conscience to the direction of his ecclesiastical guides, 
and his feeble mind was easily persuaded to oppress the Athanasian 
party. The enemies of Athanasius attempted to disturb the last 
years of his venerable age ; and his temporary retreat to his father’s 
sepulchre has been celebrated as a fifth exile. But the zeal of a 
great people, who instantly flew to arms, intimidated the praefect : 
and the archbishop was permitted to end his life in peace and in 
glory, after a reign of 47 years (May 2, a. i). 373). The death ot 
Athanasius was the signal of the i)crsecution of Egypt ; and the 
Pagan minister of Valens, who forcibly seated the worthless Lucius 
on the archiepiscopal throne, purchased the favour of the reigning 
party by the blood and suflerings of their Christian brethren. 

§ 9. When the suflrage of the generals and of the army committed 
the sceptre of the Homan empire to the hands of Valenti nian, his 
reputation in arms, his military skill and experience, and his rigid 
attachment to the forms as well as spirit of ancient discipline, were 
the principal motives of their jiidicious choice. As soon as the 
death of Julian had relieved the barbarians from the terror of his 
name, the most sanguine hopes of rapine and conquest excited the 
nations of the East, of the North, and of the South. Their inroads 
were often vexatious, and sometimes formidable ; but, during the 
twelve years of the reign of Valentinian (a. d. 364 — 375), his firm- 
ness and vigilance protected his own dominions ; and his powerful 
genius seemed to inspire and direct the feeble counsels of his bro- 
ther. Perhaps the method of annals would more forcibly express 
the urgent and divided cares of the two emperors ; but the attention 
of the reader, likewise, would be distracted by a tedious and desul- 
tory narrative. A separate view of the four great theatres of war — 
I. Gennany; II. Britain; III. Africa; and IV. The Danube— 
will impress a more distinct image of the military state of the 
empire under the reigns of Valentinian and Valens. 

• § 10.— I. In A. D. 865 the Alemanni crossed the Bhine, and laid 

waste the villages of the Gauls ; and before Valentinian could pass 
&e Alps, they had secured their captives and spoil in the forests of 
Germany, In the following year they repeated their ravage!^ but 
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they were defeated with great slaughter on the banhs of the 
Moselle, and abandoned Gaul. But in a. d. 368 they suddenly passed 
the Rhine, and surprised Moguntiacum, or Mainz (Mayence), the prin- 
cipal city of the Upper Germany. Yalentinian resolved to execute 
severe vengeance on the whole body of the nation. He crossed the 
Rhine at the head of a powerful army, and defeated the Alemanni 
with great slaughter in their own territory ; but instead of aspiring 
to the conquest of Germany, the wise monarch confined his atten- 
tion to the important and laborious defence of the Gallic frontier, 
against an enemy whose strength was renewed by a stream of daring 
VQ^IIIj^ers, which incessantly flowed from the most distant tribes of 
tli9i;^^th. The banks of the Rhine, from its source to the straits 
of the ocean, were closely planted with strong castles and convenient 
towers ; and these works secured the tranquillity of Gaul during the 
subsequent years of the administration of Yalentinian. 

%%at prudent emperor, who diligently practised the wise maxims 
of Diocletian, was studious to foment and excite the intestine divi- 
sions of the tribes of Germany. About the middle of the fourth 
century, the coimtries, perhaps of Lusace and Thuringia, on either 
side of the Elbe, were occupied by the vague dominion of the Bur- 
gundians, a warlike and numerous people, whose obscure name 
insensibly swelled into a powerful kingdom, and has finally settled 
on a flourishing province. The disputed possession of some saltpits 
engaged the Alemanni and the Burgundians in frequent contests, 
and the latter were easily tempted by the secret solicitations and 
liberal offers of the emperor. In a. d. 371 an army of fourscore 
thousand Burgundians ajppeared on the banks of the Rhine, and 
impatiently required the support and subsidies which Yalentinian 
had promised ; but they were amused with excuses and delays, till 
at length, after a fruitless expectation, they were compelled to 
retire. The arms and fortifications of the Gallic frontier checked 
the fury of their just resentment; and their massacre of the cap- 
tives served to embitter the hereditary feud of the Burgundians and 
the Alemanni. 

The land was covered by the fortifications of Yalentinian ; hut 
the sea>coast of Gaul and Britain was exposed to the depredations 
of the Saxons. That celebrated name, in which we have a dear and 
domestic interest, escaped the notice of Tacitus ; and in the maps of 
Ptolemy it faintly marks the narrow neck of the Cimbric penin- 
sula, and three small islands towards the mouth of the Elbe. This 
•contracted territory, the present duchy of Schleswig, or perhaps of 
Holstein, was incapable of pouring forth the inexhaustible swarms 
of Saxons who reigned over the ocean, who filled the Britidi island 
with their language, their laws, and their colonies, and who so long 
defended the liberty of the North against the arms of Charlemagne. 

OXBBON. K 
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It is piobable tbat Saxon was tbe general name given by the Celts 
of Britain to the Germans of the sea-coast, and of the water ^sterns 
of the Lower Elbe, Weser, and Lower Rhine. Their situation dis- 
posed them to embrace the hazardous professions of fishermen and 
pirates; the success of the first adventurers naturally excited the 
emulation of others ; and the various troops of pirates who fought 
Under the same standard were insensibly united in a permanent 
society, at first of rapine, and afterwards of government. After 
they had acquired an accurate knowledge of the maritime provinces 
of the West they extended the scene of their depredations, and the 
most sequestered places had no reason to presume on their security. 
The Saxon boats drew so little water that they could easily proceed 
fourscore or an hundred miles up the great rivers ; their weight was 
BO inconsiderable that they were transported on waggons from one 
river to another; and the pirates who had entered the mouth of the 
Seine or of the Rhine might descend, with the rapid stream of the 
Rhone, into the Mediterranean. Under the reign of Yalentinian 
the maritime provinces of Gaul were afflicted by the Saxons, and a 
military count was stationed for the defence of the sea-coast, or 
Armorican limit. 

‘ § 11. — II. The islands of Great Britain and Ireland were gradually 
peopled from the adjacent continent of Gaul. From the coast of 
Kent, to the extremity of Caithness and Ulster, the memory of a 
Celtic origin was distinctly preserved in the perpetual resemblance 
of language, of religion, and of manners. The Roman province was 
reduced to the state of civilised and peaceful servitude : the rights 
of savage freedom were contracted to the narrow limits of Caledonia. 
The inhabitants of that northern region were divided^ as early as 
the reign of Constantine, between the two great tribes of the Scots 
and of the Picts, who have since experienced a very different 
fortune. The power, and almost the memory, of the Picts have 
been extinguished by their successful rivals ; and the Scots, after 
maintaining for ages the dignity of an independent kingdom, /have 
multiplied, by an equal and voluntary union, the honouri^of the 
English name. The origin of the Scots and Picts has .given rise to 
long controversies ; but it is most probable that the Scots were the 
same as the Gael of the present day, and that the Picts were akin 
to the Welch family of the Celtic race. The Scots inhabited the 
western part of Caledonia, and, according to tradition, had crossed 
over from the neighbouring coast of Ireland. It may admit of 
doubt whether Ireland or Scotland was the original seat of the 
Scots ; but this is immaterial : the Scots were of the same race as 
the inhabitants of Ireland, and even in the fourth and following 
centuries were more numerous in Ireland than in Caledonia. The 
IKcts dwelt upon the eastern coast of Caledonia, and were distinr 
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giiished, in the eyes of the Romans, by the strange' fashion of 
painting their naked bodies with gaudy colours and fantastic 
figures. 

Six years after the death of Constantine the destructive inroads 
of the Scots and Piets required the presence of his youngest son, 
who reigned in the Western empire. Constans visited his British 
dominions in a. n. 343 : but we may form some estimate of the 
importance of his achievements by the language of panegyric, which 
celebrates only his triumph over the elements, or, in other words, 
the good fortune of a safe and easy passage from the port of Bou- 
logne to the harbour of Sandwich. The calamities which the 
afflicted provincials continued to experience were aggravated by the 
feeble and corrupt administration of the eunuchs of Constantius. 
The hostile tribes of the North, who detested the pride and power 
of the King of the World, suspended their domestic feuds ; and the 
barbarians of the land and sea, the Scots, the Piets, and the Saxons, 
spread themselves, with rapid and irresistible fury, from the wall of 
Antoninus to the shores of Kent. Every messenger who escaped, 
across the British Channel conveyed the most melancholy and 
alarming tidings to the ears of Valentinian; and the emperor at 
length resolved to intrust the defence, or rather the recovery, of 
Britain, to the abilities of the brave Theodosius (a. d. 367). This 
general not only succeeded in driving the Scots and Piets out of the 
Roman province, but he confined them with a strong hand to the 
northern angle of the island, and perpetuated, by the name and 
settlement of the new province of Vedentia^ the glories of the reign 
of Valentinian. 

§ 12, — III. The tyranny of Count Roniamis, who held the militaiy 
command of Africa, at length provoked the provincials to join the 
rebellious standard of Firmus, the Moor, who established his power 
in Mauritania and Numidia. But the imprudent and unhappy 
Africans soon discovered that, in this rash insurrection, they had 
not sufficiently consulted their own strength or the abilities of 
their leader. Before he could procure any certain intelligence that 
the emperor of the West had fixed the choice of a general, he was 
suddenly informed that the great Theodosius, the conqueror of 
Britain, had landed with a small band of veterans on the African 
coast, and the timid usurper sunk under the ascendant of virtue 
and military genius. Firmus took refuge among the chiefs of the 
independent tribes of Africa ; but he was pursued by Theodosius 
from place to place, and at length put an end to his own life to 
avoid falling into tfie hands of the Roman general (a. d. 374), Two 
years afterwards (a. d. 376) the restorer of Britain and Africa, on a 
vague suspicion that his name and services were superior to the 
rank of a subject, was ignominiously beh^ed at Carthage. Va- 



196 WAR ON THE DANUBE — GOTHIC WAR. Chap. XIII. 

lontkiiiui no longer reigned ; and the death of Theodosius may 
j^ustly bo imputed to the arts of the ministers who abused the wn- 
fidence and deceived the inexperienced youth of his sons. 

§ 13 — IV. During a peaceful interval of thirty years, the Homans 
secured their frontiers, and the Goths extended their dominions. 
The victories of the great Hcrmanric, king of the Ostrogoths, had 
extended his dominions from the Danube to the Baltic. The inde- 
pendent tribes were persuaded, or compelled, to acknowledge the 
king of the Ostrogoths as the sovereign of the Gothic nation ; and 
the chiefs of the Visigoths, or Thervingi, renounced the royal title, 
and assumed the more humble appellation of Judges, The Heruli, 
who inhabited the marshy lands near the lake Macotis ; the Venedi, 
who filled the wide exteut of the plains of modern Poland ; the 
jEstii, who dwelt upon the Baltic, and whose name is still pre- 
served in the province of Esthonia, successively yielded to the 
superiority of the Gothic arms, and Hermanric reigned over the 
greatest part of Germany and Scythia with the authority of a con- 
queror, and sometimes with the cruelty of a tyrant. 

The Goths had contracted an.hereditary attachment for the Im- 
perial house of Constantine, of whose power and liberality they had 
received so many signal proofs. Their contempt for two new and 
obscure princes, who had been raised to the throne by a popular 
election, inspired the Goths with bolder hopes; and they were 
easily tempted to embrace the party of Procopius, and to foment, 
by their dangerous aid, the civil discord of the Homans. Thirty 
thousand Goths crossed the Danube, but before they could receive 
any certain intelligence of the defeat and death of Procopius, they 
perceived, by the hostile state of the country, that the civil and 
military powers were resumed by his successful rival. A chain of 
posts and fortifications, skilfully disposed by Valens, or the gene- 
rals of Valens, resisted their march, prevented their retreat, and 
intercepted their subsistence. The fierceness of the barbarians was 
tamed and suspended by hunger ; they indignantly threw down 
their arms at the feet of the conqueror, who offered them food and 
chains: and the numerous captives were distributed in all the 
cities of the East. Hermanric was grieved and exasperated by this 
national calamity ; but the war which followed (a. d. 367) scarcely 
deserves the attention of posterity, except as the preliminary steps 
of the approaching decline and fall of the empire. Instead of lead- 
ing the nations of Germany and Scythia to the banks of the 
Danube, or even to the gates of Constantinople, the aged monarch 
of the Goths resigned to the brave Athanaric, judge of the Visi- 
goths, the danger and glory of a defensive war, against an enemy 
who wielded with a feeble hand the powers of a mighty state. 
After the war had lasted three years, Valens concluded a treaty 
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with the Goths (a. d. 370), who remaiaod in a state of tranquillity 
for the next six years, till they were violently impelled against the 
Homan empire by an innumerable host of Bcythians, who appeared 
to issue from the frozen regions of the North. 

§ 14. The emperor of the West, who had resigned to his brother 
the command of the Lower Danube, reserved for his immediate care 
the defence of the Rhaetian and Illyrian provinces, which spread so 
many hundred miles along the greatest of the European rivers. 
The Quadi, indignant at the treacherous murder of their king by 
one of the Homan governors, called in the assistance of their Fan- 
nonian allies, and invaded the province of Pannonia, which they 
laid waste with fire and sword. Yalentinian, who then resided at 
Treves, was deeply affected by the calamities of Illyricum, but the 
lateness of the season suspended the execution of his designs till the 
ensuing spring (a.d. 375). He marched in person, with a con- 
siderable part of the forces of Gaul, from the banks of the Moselle ; 
crossed the Danube, and advanced into the country of the Quadi 
with an insatiate thirst of blood and revenge. The extreme devas- 
tation and promiscuous massacre -of a savage war were justified in 
the eyes of the emperor, and perhaps in those of the world, by the 
cruel equity of retaliation; and such was the discipline of the 
Romans, and the consternation of the enemy, that Valentinian 
repassed the Danube without the loss of a single man. As he had 
reeolved to complete the. destruction of the Quadi by a second cam- 
paign, he fixed his winter-quarters at Bregetio, on the Danube, 
near the Hungarian city of Presburg. While the operations of war 
were suspended by the severity of the weather, the Quadi made an 
humble attempt to deprecate the wrath of their conqueror. Their 
ambassadors were introduced into the Imperial council. They 
approached the throne with bended bodies and dejected counte- 
nances, and, without daring to complain of the murder of their 
king, they affirmed, with solemn oaths, that the late invasion was 
the crime of some irregular robbers, which the public council of the 
nation condemned and abhorred. The answer of the emperor left 
them but little to hope from his clemency or compassion. He 
reviled, in the most intemperate language, their .baseness, their 
ingratitude, their insolence. His eyes, his voice, his colour, his 
gestures, expressed the violence of his ungovemed fury ; and while 
his whole frame was agitated with convulsive passion a large blood- 
vessel suddenly burst in his body, and Valentinian fell speechless 
into the arms of his attendants. Iheir pious care immediately con- 
cealed his situation from the crowd, but in a few minutes the 
emperor of the West expired in an agony of pain, retaining his 
senses till the last, and struggling, without success, to declare his 
intentions to the generals and ministers who surrounded the royal 
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wadku 'Sfalentmiaa was a\>oiit 54 years of age, and he wanted only 
one hundred days to accomplish the twelve years of his reign (i^o- 
vember 17, a. n. 375). 

§ 15. Valentinian was twice married, first to Severa, the grand- 
daughter of Constantine, and secondly to Justina, the widow of 
Magnentius. By his first wife he had a son named Gratian, who 
was 17 years old at his father’s death. The issue of the second 
marriage was also a son, who hore the same name as his father, but 
who was at this time only four years of age. Gratian had received 
the title of Augustus in the lifetime of Valentinian, and had every 
title to the throne ; but he resided, without apprehension, in the 
palace of Treves, whilst at the distance of many hundred miles his 
father suddenly expired in the camp of Bregetio. The troops at . 
Bregetio were persuaded to proclaim the infant Valentinian emperor. 
The impending dangers of a civil war were seasonably prevented by 
the wise and moderate conduct of the emperor Gratian. He cheer- 
fully accepted the choice of the army, declared that he should 
always consider the son of Justina as a brother, not os a rival, and 
advised the empress, with her son Valentinian, to fix their residence 
at Milan, in the fair and peaceful province of Italy, while he 
assumed the more arduous command of the countries beyond the 
Alps. The government of the Roman world was exercised in the 
united names of Valens and his two nephews; but the feeble 
eraperdt of the Hast, who succeeded to the rank of his eldel^ bro- 
ther, never obtained any weight or influence in the councils of the 
West. 
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CHAPTEB XIV. 

FROM THE DEATH OF VALENTINIAN TO THE DEATH OF THEODOSIUS. 

§ 1. The nomadic tribes of central Asia. § 2. Their government. § 3. The 
Huns: their wars with the Chinese. § 4 , Migrations of the Huns. 
§ 5. The Huns defeat the Goths: the Goths cross the Danube and revolt 
against the Uomans. § 6. The Gothic war: defeat and death of the 
emperor Valens. § 7. Theodosius appointed emperor of the East: his 
birth and character. § 8. Submission of the Visigoths. § 9. Defeat of 
the Ostrogoths, who are transplanted to Phrygia and Lydia. § 10. Revolt 
of Maximus: death of Gratian. § 11. Maximus i-ecognised by Theodosius 
as emjjeror. § 12. Orthodoxy of Theodosius*, he persecutes the Arians: 
Council of Constantinople. § 13. Basil and Gregory Kazianzen. § 14. 
Ambrose, bishop of Milan-: his successful opposition to the empress Justina. 
§ 15. Maximus invades Italy: flight of Valentinian. § 16, War between 
Theodosius and Maximus: death of Maximus. § 17. Character of Theo- 
do^us. § 18. Sedition and massacre of Thessalonica. § 19. Penance of 
Theodosius. § 20. Murder of Valentinian by Arbogastes. § 21. Arbo- 


200 NOMADIC TRIBES OF CENTRAL ASIA. Chap. XIV. 

gastes makes Euoenius emperor of the West: defeat and death of Arbogastes 

and Eugenius. § 22. Death of Theodosius. § 23. Ruin of Paganism. 

§ 1. The fall of the Homan empire may justly he dated from the 
reign of Yalens. In this disastrous period the arts and labours of 
ages were rudely defaced by the barbarians of Scythia and Germany. 
The invasion of the Huns precipitated on the provinces of the West 
the Gothic nation, which advanced, in less than forty years, from 
the Danube to the Atlantic, and opened a way, by the success of 
their arms, to the inroads of so many hostile trills more savage than 
themselves. 

In eveiy age the immense plains of Central Asia have been inha- 
bited by vagrant tribes of hunters and shepherds, whose indolence 
refuses to cultivate the earth, and whose restless spirit disdains the 
oonfinemi^t of a sedentary life. These nomadic tribes were called 
in antiquity by the general name of Scythians, an4 h^ve repeived 
in modem times the common designation of Tabtabs.* They are 
^vided into four great races, called respectively, the Mon^diwa, 
Tungusian, Turkish, and Ugrian. 1. The Mon^tMcm Bace is the 
least numerous of the four, and was confined tq a comparatively 
small territory till the time of their national hero Zingis Khan, 
when they first occur in history. With the exception of a few scat- 
tered hords, the Mongolia^ jim s^ confined to the country north- 
ward of the great wall of China and westward of the Mandshu 
country. II. The Tungusian Race extends on the east from the 
Tenesei to the sea of Okhotsk, and on the north from the coast of 
the Icy Sea, between the Yenesei and the Lena, to the Yellow Sea 
on the south-east. Among the numerous tribes of the Tungusian 
race, some of which are very barbarous, the only one which has 
exercised an influence upon the history of the world is that of the 
Mandshus, the present rulers of China. III. The Turkish Race^ 
the most widely extended of the four, and one of the most consider- 
able of the families of the world, occupies as a continuous popula- 
tion the vast extent of country from the neighbourhood of the lake 
Baikal, 110® E. long., to the eastern boundaries of the Greek and 
Slavonic countries of Europe. lY. The Ugrian Race, also called 
the Finnish or Tschudish, left the great eastern plateau of Asia, 

• The Tartars were closely allied to the Mongols in race, and dwelt near 
the lake Bouyir, to the eastward of Mongolia. They occupied so conspicuous 
a place in the army of Zingis Khan that their mftne was given by the nations 
of western Europe to the whole Mongolian army. Their proper name was 
Tatars, It is said to have been changed into Tartar in consequence of an 
expression of St. Louis, who, when the devastations of Zingis Khan were 
heard of with horror in western Europe, is reported to have exclaimed, 
** Erigat nos, mater, coeleste solatium, quia si proveniant ipsi, vel nos ipsos 
quos vocamus Tartaros ad suas Tartarsas sedes, unde exierunt, retrudemus, 
vel ipsi nos omnes ad ooelum advehant." 
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and settled in the north-west of Asia and the north of Europe, at a 
period long antecedent to all historical documents. They extend a| 
a continuous population from the Yenesei on the east to Norway oh 
the west. The Magyars of Hungary are the only people of the Ugrian 
race who have exercised any influence upon the history of the world. 

§ 2. The tribes of Scythia, distinguished by the modem appella- 
tion of //ords, assume the form of a numerous and increasing family, 
which, in the course of successive generations, has been propagated 
from the same original stock. The haughty barbarians yield a 
cheerful and voluntary obedience to the. head of their blood, and 
their chief, or mursa, as the representative of their great father, ex- 
ercises the authority of a judge in peace and of a leader in war. In 
the original state of the pastoral world, each of the mursas acted as 
the independent chief of a large and separate family, and the limits 
of their peculiar territories were gradually fixed by superior force 
or mutual consent. But the constant operation of various and per- 
manent causes contributed to unite the vagrant Herds into national 
communities, under the command of a supreme head. The most 
successful of the Tartar princes assumed the military command, to 
which he was entitled by the superiority either of merit or of power. 
He was raised to the throne by the acclamations of his equals, and 
the title of Khan expresses in the language of the North of Asia the 
full extent of the regal dignity. The right of hereditary succession 
was long confined to the blood of the founder of the monarchy ; and 
at this moment all the Khans who reign from Crimea to the wall of 
China are the lineal descendants of the renowned Zingis. 

§ 3. In every age the Scythians and Tartars have been renowned 
for their invincible courage and rapid conquests. The thrones of 
Asia have been repeatedly overturned by the shepherds of the 
North, and their arms have spread terror and devastation over the 
most fertile and warlike countries of Europe. The Huns, who 
under the reign of Yalens threatened the empire of Home, had been 
formidable, in a much earlier period, to the empire of China, They 
belonged to the Turkish race ;* and their ancient, perhaps their ori- 
ginal, seat was an extensive, though dry and barren, tract of country, 
immediately on the north side of the great wall. Their place is at 
present occupied by the forty-nine Hords or Banners of the Mon- 
gous, a pastoral nation, which consists of about two hundred thou- 
sand families. But the valour of the Huns had extended the narrow 
limits of their dominions ; and their rustic chiefs, who assumed the 

♦ It is supposed by many that the tiame of Hungary is derived from that 
of the Huns : and as the Magyars of Hungary are Ugriaiis, it is maintained 
that the Huns belonged to the same race. But the name Hungary is more 
pi*obably derived from that of the Ugrians or Ungrians who peopled this 
country in historical times. 

X 3 
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appellation of Tanjou, gradually became the conquerors and tho 
ipvereigns of a foimidable empire. In the third century before the 
Christian a 3 ra, a wall of 1500 miles in length was constructed, 
to defend the frontiers of China against the inroads of the Huns ; 
but this stupendous work, which holds a conspicuous place in the 
map of the world, has never contributed to the safety of an unwar- 
like people. At the beginning of the second century before the 
Christian sera, the Huns broke through the wall, and spread them- 
selves over the face of the country ; and the Chinese emperors were 
content to purchase a temporary and precarious peace by a regular 
payment of money and silk. The conquest of China has been 
twice achieved by the pastoral tribes of the North : the forces of 
the Huns were not inferior to those of the Mongols, or of the 
Mandshus ; and their ambition might entertain the most sanguine 
hopes of success. But their pride was humbled, and their^rogress 
was checked, by the arms and policy of Vouti, the fifth emperor of 
the powerful dynasty of the Han. In his long reign of 54 years 
(b. c. 141-87), he humbled the power of the lluns ; many of the 
subject tribes threw off the yoke, and the Sienpi, a tribe of Oriental 
Tartars, retaliated the injuries they had formerly sustained, and 
destroyed for ever the empire of the Tanjous (a. n. 93). 

§ 4. Some of the vanquished Huns were contented to remain in 
their native country, and to mingle with the victorious nation of 
the Sienpi. Others, ambitious of a more honourable servitude, re- 
tired towards the south, and were permitted to inhabit and to guard 
the extreme frontiers of one of the provinces of China. But the 
most warlike and powerful tribes of the Huns maintained in their 
adverse fortune the undaunted spirit of their ancestors. The Western 
world was open to their valour, and they resolved, under the con- 
duct of their hereditary chieftains, to discover and subdue some 
remote country which was still inaccessible to the arms of the 
Sienpi and to the laws of China. Two great divisions of these for- 
midable exiles directed their march towards the Oxus and towards 
the Volga. The first of these colonies established their dominion 
in the fruitful and extensive plains of Sogdiana, on the eastern side 
of the Caspian, where they received the name of white Huns. The 
second division of the Huns, after dwelling some time upon the 
eastern banks of the Volga, crossed this river, and invaded the 
country of the Alani, a pastoral people, who occupied an extensive 
tract between the Volga and the Tanais. The Alani were defeated ; 
many of them joined the ranks of their conquerors ; and the Huns 
proceeded, with an increase of numbers and confidence, to invade 
the limits of the Gothic empire. 

§ 6. The great Hermanric, whose dominions extended from the 
Baltic to the Euxine, enjoyed, in the full maturity of age and repu- 
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tation, the fruit of his victories, when he was alarmed by the for^ 
midable approach of an host of unknown enemies, on whom his 
barbarous subjects might, without injustice, bestow the epithet of 
barbarians. The numbers, the strength, the rapid motions, and the 
implacable cruelty of the Huns were felt, and dreaded, and magni- 
fied by the astonished Qoths, who beheld their fields and villages 
consumed with fiames and deluged with indiscriminate slaughter. 
To these real terrors they added the surprise and abhorrence which 
were excited by the shrill voice, the uncouth gestures, and the 
strange deformity of the Huns. These savages of Scythia were dis- 
tinguished from the rest of the human species by their broad shoul- 
ders, fiat noses, and small black eyes, deeply buried in the head ; 
and as they were almost destitute of beards, they never enjoyed 
either the manly graces of youth or the venerable aspect of age. 
Against these enemies, Hermanric prepared to exert the united 
forces of the Gothic state ; but he soon discovered that his vassal 
tribes, provoked by oppression, were much more inclined to second 
than to repel the invasion of the Huns. The aged king of the Goths 
died soon afterwards, and his successor maintained the unequal 
contest against the arms of the Huns and the Alani till he was de- 
feated and slain in a decisive battle. The Ostrogoths submitted to 
their fate ; and the Visigoths, who were persuaded that the interpo- 
sition of the Danube was the only barrier that could save them 
from the invincible valour of the barbarians of Scythia, implored 
Valens to permit them to cross the river, and solemnly protested 
that, if the gracious liberality of the emperor would permit them to 
cultivate the waste lands of Tliraco, they should ever hold them- 
selves bound, by the strongest obligations of duty and gratitude, to 
obey the laws and to guard the limits of the republic. The prayers 
of the Goths were granted, and their service was accepted by the 
Imperial court ; and orders were immediately despatched to the civil 
and military governors of the Thracian diocese to make the neces- 
sary preparations for the passage and subsistence of a great people, 
till a proper and sufficient territory could be allotted for their future 
residence. The liberality of the emi)eror was accompanied, how- 
ever, with two harsh and rigorous conditions, which prudence might 
justify on the side of the Homans, but which distress alone could 
extort from the indignant Goths. Before they passed the Danube 
they were required to deliver their arms, and it was insisted that 
their children should be taken from them and dispersed through the 
provinces of Asia, where they might be civilized by the arts of edu- 
cation, and serve as hostages to secure the fidelity of their parents. 
A probable testimony has fixed the number of the Gothic warriors 
at two hundred thousand men; and if wo can venture to add the 
just proportion of women, of children, and of slaves, the whole msM 
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of people wliich oomposed this formidable emigration must have 
amounted to near a million of persons, of both sexes and of all ages. 
The children of the Goths, those at least of a distinguished rank, 
were separated from the multitude. They were conducted without 
delay to the distant seats assigned for their residence and education ; 
but the stipulation, the most offensive to the Goths and the most 
important to the Romans, was shdm.efully eluded. The barbarians, 
who considered their arms as the ensigns of honour and the pledges 
of safety, were disposed to offer a price which the lust or avari^ of 
the Imperial officers was easily tempted to accept. The Goths, wij^ 
arms in their hands, were permitted to enter the boats ; and, wh4| 
their strength was collected on the other side of the river, the im- 
mense camp which was spread over the plains and the hills of the 
Lower Moesia assumed a threatening and even hostile aspect 
(a. n. 376). At this important crisis the military government 
of Thrace was exercised by Lupicinus and Maximus, in whose 
venal minds the slightest hope of private emolument outweighed 
every consideration of public advantage. Instead of obeying the 
orders of their sovereign, and satisfying, with decent liberality, the 
demands of the Goths, they levied an ungenerous and oppressive 
tax on the wants of the hungry barbarians. The vilest food was 
sold at an extravagant price, and, in the room of wholesome and 
substantial provisions, the markets were filled with the flesh of dogs 
and of unclean animals who had died of disease. A spirit of dis- 
content insensibly arose in the camp of the barbarians. They beheld 
around them the wealth and plenty of a fertile province, in the 
midst of which they suffered the intolerable hardships of artificial 
famine. But the means of relief, and even of revenge, were in their 
hands, since the rapaciousness of their tyrants had left to an injured 
people the possession and the use of arms. They advanced against 
Marcianopolis, defeated Lupicinus at the head of a Roman army, 
and laid waste Thrace with fire and sword. 

" § 6. The imprudence of Valens and his ministers had introduced 
into the heart of the empire a nation of enemies ; but the Visigoths 
might even yet have been reconciled by the manly confession of past 
errors and the sincere performance of former engagements. These 
healing and temperate measures seemed to concur with the timorous 
disposition of the sovereign of the East : but on this occasion alone 
Valens was brave ; and his unseasonable bravery was fatal to him- 
self and to his subjects. He declared his intention of marching from 
Antioch to Constantinople, to subdue this dangerous rebellion ; and, 
as he was not ignorant of the difficulties of the enterprise, he solicited 
the assistance of his nephew, the emperor Gratian, who commanded 
all the forces of the West. In the first campaign (a.d. 377) a 
bloody battle was fought between the generals of Valens, and Friti- 
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gerD, the leader ef the Visigoths, in which neither side could claim 
the honours or the effects of a decisive victory. In the second cam- 
paign (a. d., 378) the army of Fritigem was swelled by new swarms 
of barbarians, who had passed the unguarded Danube. Many of 
the Ostrogoths joined his standard, and several of the hords of the 
Huns and the Alan! were allured by his liberal promises. The 
Sarmatians, who could never forgive the successor of Valentinian, 
enjoyed and increased the general confusion ; and a seasonable irrup- 
tion of the Alemanni into the provinces of Gaul engaged the atten- 
tion and diverted the forces of the emperor of the West. The Gothic 
army was collected by the diligence of Fritigem in the neighbour- 
hood of Hadrianople. Valens, who had at length removed his camp 
and army from Antioch, marched from Constantinople to Hadrian- 
ople, and there resolved to bring the war to an end by a decisive 
battle. 

On the 9th of August, a day which has deserved to be marked 
among the most inauspicious of the Boman calendar, the emperor 
Valens, leaving, under a strong guard, his baggage and military 
treasure, marched from Hadrianople to attack the Goths, who were 
encamped about 12 miles from the city. The event of the battle, 
so fatal to Valens and to the emijire, may be described in a few 
words ; the Roman cavalry fled ; the infantry was abandoned, sur- 
rounded, and cut in pieces. In the midst of tumult, of slaughter, 
and of dismay, the emperor, deserted by his guards, and wounded, 
as it was supposed, with an arrow, sought protection among a body 
of soldiers who still maintained their ground with some appearance 
of order and firainess. Some troops advanced to his relief ; they 
found only a bloody si>ot, covered with a heap of broken arms and 
mangled bodies, without being able to discover their unfortunate 
prince either among the living or the dead. Their search could not 
indeed be successful, if there is any truth in the circumstances with 
which some historians have related the death of the emperor. By 
the care of his attendants, Valens was removed from the field of 
battle to a neighbouring cottage, where they attempted to dress his 
wound, and to provide for his future safety. But this humble 
retreat was instantly surrounded by the enemy they tried to force 
the door ; they were provoked by a discharge of arrows from the 
roof ; till at length, impatient of delay, they set fire to a pile of dry 
faggots, and consumed the cottage with the Boman emperor and his 
train. Valens perished in the flames; and a youth, who dropped 
fiom the window, alone escaped, to attest the melancholy tale and 
to inform the Goths of the inestimable prise which they had lost by 
their own rashness. A great number of bravo and distinguished 
officers perished in the battle of Hadrianople, which equalled in the 
actual loss, and far surpassed in the fatal oonsequences, the mis- 
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fortune which Home had formerly sustained in the fields of Canned. 
Above two-thirds of the Homan army were destroyed : and the 
darkness of the night was esteemed a very favourable circumstauoe, 
as it served to conceal the flight of the multitude. The Goths, after 
a vain attempt to take Hadrianople, advanced as far as the walls of 
Constantinople. Thence they slowly moved, laden with the spoils 
of the wealthy suburbs and the adjacent territory, to the mountains 
which form the western boundary of Thrace. Having no longer 
any resistance to apprehend from the scattered and vanquished 
troops of the East, they spread themselves over the face of a fertile 
and cultivated country, as far as the confines of Italy and the 
Adriatic Sea. 

§ 7. The emperor Gratian was far advanced on his march towards 
the plains of Hadrianople when he was informed that his colleague 
had been slain in battle, and that two-thirds of the Homan army 
were exterminated by the sword of the victorious Goths. Gratian 
was too late to assist, he was too weak to revenge, his unfortunate 
colleague ; and the valiant ^d modest youth felt himself unequal 
to the support of a sinking' world. A formidable tempest of the 
barbarians of Germany seemed ready to burst over the provinces of 
Gaul, and the mind of Gratian was oppressed and distracted by the 
administration of .the Western empire. In this important crisis 
the government of the East and the conduct of the Gothic war 
required the undivided attention of a hero and a statesman. * It was 
the wish of Gratian to bestow the purple as the reward of virtue ; 
and his choice was soon declared in favour of an exile, whose father, 
only three years before, had suffered, under the sanction of his autho- 
rity, an unjust and ignominious death. The great Theodosius, a 
name celebrated in history and dear to the catholic church, was 
sununoned to the Imperial court at Sirmium, and was compelled to 
accept, amidst the general acclamations, the diadem, the purple, and 
the equal title of Augustus (a. d. 379, Jan. 19). The provinces of 
Thrace, Asia, and Egypt, over which Yalens had reigned, were re- 
signed to the administration of the new emperor ; but as he was 
specially intrusted with the conduct of the Gothic war, the Illyrian 
prasfecture was dismembered, and the two great dioceses of Dacia 
and Macedonia were added to the dominions of the Eastern empire. 

The same province, and perhaps the same city,* which had given 
to the throne the virtues of Trajan and the talents df Hadrian, was 
the original seat of another family of Spaniards, who, in a less for- 
tunate age, possessed, near fourscore years, the declining empire of 
Home. They emerged from the obscurity of municipal honours by 
the active spirit of the elder Theodosius, a general whose exploits in 

• foonded by Scipio AMcsxms for his wounded veterans of Italy 
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Britain and Africa have formed one of the most splendid parts of 
the annals of Valentinian. The son of that general, who likewise 
bore the name of Theodosius, was educated, by skilful preceptors, in 
the liberal studies of youth ; but he was instructed in the art of war 
by the tender care and severe discipline of his father. Under the 
standard of such a leader, young Theodosius sought glory and 
knowledge in the most distant scenes of military action ; inured his 
constitution to the difference of seasons and climates ; distinguished 
his valour by sea and land ; and observed the various warfare of 
the Scots, the Saxons, and the Moors. His rising fortunes were 
soon blasted by the disgrace and execution of his illustrious father ; 
and Theodosius obtained, as a favour, the permission of retiring to a 
private life in his native province of Spain. From the innocent, but 
humble, labours of his farm, Theodosius was transported, in less 
than four months, to the throne of the Eastern empire : and the 
whole period of the history of the world will not perhaps afford a 
similar example of an elevation at the same time so pure and so 
honourable. During the season of prosperity he had been neglected ; 
but, in the public distress, his superior merit was universally felt 
and acknowledged. What confidence must have been reposed in his 
integrity, since Gratian could trust that a pious son would forgive, 
for the sake of the republic, the murder of his father I What ex- 
pectations must have been formed of his abilities, to encourage the 
hope that a single man could save, and restore, the empire of the 
East 1 Theodosius was invested with the purple in the 33rd year 
of his ago. The vulgar gazed with admiration on the manly beauty 
of his face and the graceful majesty of his person, which they were 
pleased to compare with the pictures and medals of the emperor 
Trajan ; whilst intelligent observers discovered, in the qualities of 
his heart and understanding, a more important resemblance to the 
best and greatest of the Homan princes. 

§ 8. The effects produced by the battle of Hadrianople on the 
minds of the barbarians and of the Homans, extended the victory of 
the former, and the defeat of the latter, far beyond the limits of a 
single day. The same terrors, which the name- of the Huns had 
spread among the Gothic tribes, were inspired by the formidable 
name of the Goths among the subjects and soldiers of the Roman 
empire. If Theodosius, hastily collecting his scattered forces, had 
led them into 'the field to encounter a victorious enemy, his army 
would have been vanquished by their own fears ; and Ms rashness 
could not have been excused by the chance of success. But the 
great Theodosius, an epithet which he honourably deserved on this 
momentous occasion, conducted himself as the firm and faithful 
guardian of the republic. He fixed his head-quarters at Thes- 
salonica, the capital of the Macedonian diocese; from whence he 
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could watcli the irregular motions of the barbarians, and direct the 
operations of his lieutenants, from the gates of Constantinople to the 
shores of the Adriatic. The fortifications and garrisons of the cities 
were strengthened ; and the troops, among whom a sense of order 
and discipline was revived, were insensibly emboldened by the con- 
fidence of their own safety. From these secure stations they were 
encouraged to make frequent sallies on the barbarians, who infested 
the adjacent country ; and as they were seldom allowed to engage, 
without some decisive superiority, either of ground or of numbers, 
their enterprises were, for the most part, successful ; and they were 
soon convinced, by their own experience, of the possibility of van- 
quishing their invincible enemies. The prudence of Theodosius was 
seconded by fortune ; and the emperor never failed to seize, and to 
imj>rove, every favourable circumstance. As long as the superior 
genius of Fritigem preserved the union and directed the motions of 
the barbarians, their power was not inadequate to the conquest of 
a great empire. The death of that hero, the predecessor and master 
of the renowned Alaric, relieved an impatient multitude from the 
intolerable yoke of discipline and discretion. Dissensions soon arose 
among the different tribes ; and a very considerable part of the 
subjects of Fritigem, who already felt the inconveniences of anarchy, 
were easily persuaded to acknowledge for their king Athanaric, who 
had formerly governed them as Judge under the great Hermanric. 
But age had chilled the daring spirit of Athanaric ; and, instead of 
leading his people to the field of battle and victory, he wisely 
listened to the fair proposal of an honourable and advantageous 
treaty. The submission of so great a body of the Visigoths was 
productive of the most salutary consequences ; and the mixed in- 
fluence of force, of reason, and of corruption, became every day more 
powerful and more extensive. Each independent chieftain hastened 
to obtain a separate treaty, from the apprehension that an obstinate 
delay might expose him^ alone and unprotected, to the revenge or 
justice of the conqueror. The general, or rather the final, capitula- 
tion of the Goths, may be dated four years, one month, and twenty- 
five days, after the defeat and death. of the emperor Valens (a. d. 
382, Oct. 8). 

§ 9. The provinces of the Danube had been already relieved from 
the oppressive weight of the Gruthungi, or Ostrogoths, by the 
voluntary retreat of their leaders Alatheus and Saphrax, whose 
restless spirit had prompted them to seek new scenes of rapine and 
glory. Their destructive course was pointed towards the West ; 
but we must be satisfied with a very obscure and imperfect know- 
ledge of their various adventures. After an interval of more than 
four years, they returned, with accumulated force, to the banlis of 
the Lower Danube. Here they were defeated in a. n. 386 by Theo- 
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dosius or his generals ; and the survivors formed a treaty with the 
emperor, which fixed their settlement in Phrygia and Lydia. The 
hereditary chiefs of the tribes and families were still permitted to 
command their followers in peace and war : but the royal dignity 
was abolished ; and the generals of the Goths were appointed and 
removed at the pleasure of the emperor. An army of 40,000 Goths 
was maintained for the perpetual service of the empire of the East ; 
and those haughty troops,* who assumed the title of Fodderati^ or 
allies, were distinguished by their gold collars, liberal pay, and 
licentious privileges. Their native courage was improved by the 
use of arms and the knowledge of discipline ; and, while the re- 
public was guarded or threatened by the doubtful sword of the 
barbarians, the last sparks of the military fiame were finally extin- 
guished in the minds of the Bomans. 

§ 10. The popularity of Gratian had long been declining. He 
had abandoned the reins of government to the ambitious hands 
which were stretched forwards to grasp them, and amused his 
leisure with the most frivolous gratifications. Among the various 
arts which had exercised the youth of Gratian, he had applied him- 
self, with singular inclination and success, to manage the horse, to 
draw the bow, and to dart the javelin ; and these qualifications, 
which mi^t be useful to a soldier, were prostituted to the viler 
purposes m hunting. Large parks were enclosed for the Imperial 
pleasures, and plentifully stocked with every species of wild beasts, 
and Gratian neglected the duties and even the dignity of his rank 
to consume whole days in the vain display of his dexterity and 
boldness in the chace. The behaviour of Gratian, which degraded 
his character in the eyes of mankind, could not have disturbed the 
security of his reign if the army had not been provoked to resent 
their peculiar injuries. As long as the young emperor was guided 
by the instructions of his masters, he professed himself the friend 
and pupil of the soldiers ; many of his hours were spent in the 
familiar conversation of the camp, and the health, the comforts, the 
rewards, the honours of his faithful troops, appeared to be the object 
of his attentive concern. But, after Gratian more freely indulged 
his prevailing taste for hunting and shooting, he naturally connected 
himself -with the most dexterous ministers of his favourite amuse- 
ment. A body of the Alani was received into the military and 
domestic service of the palace, and the admirable skill which they 
were accustomed to display in the unbounded plains of Scythia was 
exercised on a more narrow theatre in the parks and enclosures of 
Gaul. Gratian admired the talents and customs of these favourite 
guards, to whom alone he intrusted the defence of his person ; and, 
as if he meant to insult the public opinion, he frequently showed 
himself to the soldiers and people with the dress and arms, the long 
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bow, the sounding quiver, and the fur garments of a Scythian 
warrior. The unworthy spectacle of a Homan prince who had 
renounced the dress and manners of his country filled the minds of 
the legions with grief and indignation. Even the Germans, so 
strong and formidable in the armies of the empire, affected to dis- 
dain the strange and horrid appearance of the savages of the North, 
who, in the spade of a few years, had wandered from the banks of 
the Volga to those of the Seine. The legions of Britain, which 
shared in the general discontent, compelled Maximus to assume the 
Imperial title (a.d. 383). Maximus was a native of Spain, the 
countryman, the fellow-soldier, and the rival of Theodosius, whose 
elevation he had not seen without some emotions of envy and re- 
sentment ; the events of his life had long since fixed him in Britain ; 
but if he held any civil or military office in the island, he was not 
invested with the authority either of governor or general. Maximus 
could not hope to reign, or even to live, if he confined his moderate 
ambition within the narrow limits of Britain. He boldly and wisely 
resolved to prevent the designs of Gratian ; he invaded Gaul with a 
powerful fieet and army ; and the soldiers of Gratian, instead of 
opposing the march of Maximus, received him with joyful and loyal 
acclamations. The emperor of the West fled towards Lyons with a 
train of only 300 horse, and in the cities along the road, where he 
hoped to find a refuge, or at least a passage, he was tau^t by cruel 
experience that every gate is shut against the unfortunate. Yet he 
might still have reached in safety the dominions of his brother if he 
had not suffered himself to be fatally deceived by the perfidious 
governor of the Lyonnese province. Gratian was amused by pro- 
testations of doubtful fidelity, till the arrival of Andragathias, the 
general of the cavalry of Maximus, put an end to his suspense. 
That resolute officer executed, without remorse, the orders or the in- 
tentions of the usurper. Gratian, as he rose from supper, was deli- 
vered into the hands of the assassin, and his body was denied to the 
pious and pressing entreaties of his brother Yalentinian (a. d. 383). 

§ 11. The events of this revolution had passed in such rapid suc- 
cession that it would have been impossible for Theodosius to march 
to the relief of his benefactor before he received the intelligence of 
his defeat and death. Maximus offered Theodosius the alternative 
of peace or war. The imperious voice of honour and gratitude called 
aloud for revenge ; but the assassin of Gratian was in possession of 
the most warlike provinces of the empire ; the East was exhausted 
by the Gothic war ; and it was seriously to bo apprehended that, 
after the vital strength of the republic had been wasted in a doubtful 
and destructive contest, the feeble conqueror would remain an easy 
prey to the barbarians of the north. These weighty considerations 
engaged Theodosius to dissemble his resentment and to accept the 
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alliance of the tyrant. But he stipulated that Maximus should 
content himself with the possession of 'the countries beyond the Alps. 
Yalentinian II. was confirmed and secured in the sovereignty of 
Italy, Africa, and the Western Illyricum. 

§ 12. Gratian had been a firm supporter of the orthodox clergy, 
who bewailed his death, and their own irreparable loss ; but they 
were soon comforted by the discovery that Gratian had committed 
the sceptre of the East to the hands of a prince whose humble faith 
and fervent zeal were supported by the spirit and abilities of a more 
vigorous character. Among the benefactors of the church, the fame 
of Constantine has been rivalled by the glory of Theodosius. If 
Constantine had the advantage of erecting the standard of the cross, 
the emulation of his successor assumed the merit of subduing the 
Arian heresy, and of abolishing the worship of idols in the Roman 
world, Theodosius was the first of the emperors baptized in the 
true faith of the Trinity. In the year after his accession (a. n. 380), 
before he again took the field against the Goths, he received the 
sacrament of baptism from Acholius, the orthodox bishop of Thessa- 
lonica : and, as the emperor ascended from the holy font, still glow- 
ing with the warm feelings of regeneration, he dictated a solemn 
edict, which proclaimed the Athanasian doctrine of the Trinity, and 
branded all who denied it with the infamous name of heretics. As 
soon as the emperor had finished the operations of the campaign, he 
returned to his capital with the firm resolution to purify it from the 
Arian heresy. Constantinople had long been the principal seat and 
fortress of Arianism ; and the cathedral of St. Sophia was still in 
possession of Damophilus, the Arian prelate. Theodosius imme- 
diately deposed Damophilus, and handed over all the churches in 
the city to the exclusive use of the orthodox party, who formed 
only a small portion of the population of Constantinople. About 
six weeks afterwards, Theodosius declared his resolution of expell- 
ing from all the churches of his dominions the bishops and their 
clergy who should obstinately refuse to believe the doctrine of the 
council of Nice. His lieutenant Sai)or was armed with the ample 
powers of a general law, a special commission, and a military force ; 
and this ecclesiastical revolution was conducted with so much dis- 
cretion and vigour, that the religion of the emperor was established, 
without tumult or bloodshed, in all the provinces of the East. A 
few months afterwards (May, a. n. 381) Theodosius convened at 
Constantinople a synod of 150 bishops, which ranks as the second 
general council of the Christian church. This council completed the 
theological system which had been established in the council of Nice, 
and solemnly declared by an unanimous sentence the equal Deity of 
the Holy Ghost. It was not enough that Theodosius had suppressed 
ihoinsolent reign of Arianism, or that he had abundantly revenged the 
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injuries which the catholics sustained from the zealof Constantins and 
Valens. The orthodox emperor considered ever^ heretic as a rebel 
against the supreme powers of heaveh and of earth. In the space of 
fifteen years he promulgated at least fifteen severe edicts against the 
heretics, more especially against those who rejected the doctrine of 
the Trinity ; and to deprive them of every hope of escape, he sternly 
enacted that, if any laws or rescripts should be alleged in theii 
favour, the judges should consider them as the illegal productions 
either of fraud or forgery. 

$ 13. Among the ecclesiastics who illustrated the reign of Theo- 
dosius, Basil and Gregory Kazianzen in the East, and Ambrose in 
the West, were the most conspicuous. Basil and Gregory Nazianzen, 
who were natives of Cappadocia, were distinguished above all their 
contemporaries by the rare union of profane eloquence and of ortho- 
dox piety. These orators, who might sometimes be compared, by 
themselves and by the puljlic, to the most celebrated of the ancient 
Greeks, were united by the ties of the strictest friendship. They 
had cultivated, with equal ardour, the same liberal studies in the 
schools of Athens; they had retired, with equal devotion, to the 
same solitude in the deserts of Pontus : and every spark of emula- 
tion or envy appeared to be totally extinguished in the holy and 
ingenuous breasts of Gregory and Basil. But the exaltation of 
Basil, from a private life to the archiepiscopal throne of Caesarea, 
discovered to the world, and perhaps to himself, the pride of his 
character ; and the first favour which he condescended to bestow on 
his friend was received, and perhaps was intended, as a cruel insult. 
Instead of employing the superior talents of Gregory in some useful 
and conspicuous station, the haughty prelate selected, among the 
fifty bishoprics of his extensive province, the wretched village of 
Sasima, without water, without verdure, without society, situate at 
the junction of three highways, and frequented only by the incessant 
passage of rude and clamorous waggoners. Gregory submitted with 
reluctance to this humiliating exile ; he was ordained bishop of 
Sasima ; but he never entered upon the duties of his office. He 
afterwards consented to undertake the government of his native 
church of NTazianzus, of which his father had been bishop above forty- 
five years. But as he was still conscious that ho deserved another 
audience and another theatre, he accepted, with no unworthy ambi- 
tion, the honourable invitation which was addressed to him from the 
orthodox party of Constantinople. After labouring in the city for 
two years, exposed to the opposition and persecution of the dominant 
Arian party, ho was placed by Theodosius upon the archiepiscopal 
throne (a.d. 381). But he did not enjoy this dignity long. His enemies 
disputed the validity of his election, and rigorously asserted the obso« 
lete canon that prohibited the licentious practice of episcc^pal trans« 
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lations. The pride, or the humility, of Gregory, prompted him to 
decline a contest ll^ch might have been imputed to ambition and 
avarice ; and he publicly offered, not without some mixture of 
indignation, to renounce the government of a church which had been 
restored by his labours. His resignation was accepted by the 
council of Constantinople, and by the emperor, with more readiness 
than ho seems to have expected. After this remarkable experience 
of the ingratitude of princes and prelates, Gregory retired once more 
to his obscure solitude of Cappadocia, where he employed the re- 
mainder of his life, about eight years, in the exercises of poetry and 
devotion. 

§ 14 :, Ambrose was descended from a noble family of Romans ; 
and he attained, in the regular gradation of civil honours, the 
station of consular of Liguria, a province which included the Imperial 
residence of Mildn. At the age of 34, and before he had received 
the sacrament of baptism, Ambrose, to his own surprise and to that 
of the world, was suddenly transformed from a governor to an 
archbishop. Without the least mixture, as it is said, of art or 
intrigue, the whole body of the people unanimously saluted him 
with the episcopal title; the concord and persevemnee of their 
acclamations were ascribed to a prajtcrnatural impulse ; and the 
reluctant magistrate was compelled to undertake a spiritual office 
for which he was not prepared by the habits and occupations of his 
former life. But the active force of his genius soon qualified him to 
exercise, with zeal and x>rudence, the duties of his ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction. Gratian loved and revered him as a father ; and the 
elaborate treatise on the faith of the Trinity was designed for the 
instruction of the young prince. After his tragic death, at a tim# 
when the empress Justina trembled for her own safety, and for that 
of her son Valentinian, the archbishop of Milan was despatched on 
two different embassies to the court of Treves. He exercised, with 
equal firmness and dexterity, the powers of his spiritual and political 
characters ; and perhaps contributed, by his authority and eloquence, 
to check the ambition of Maximus, and to protect the peace of 
Italy. 

The government of Italy, and of the young emperor, naturally 
devolved upon his mother Justina, who, in the midst of an orthodox 
people, had the misfortune of professing the Arian heresy, which 
she endeavoured to instil into the mind of her son. Justina was 
persuaded that a Homan emperor might claim, in his own dominions, 
the public exercise of his religion ; and she proposed to the arch- 
bishop, as a moderate and reasonable concession, that he should 
resign the use of a single church, * either in the city or suburbs 
of Milan (a. d. 386). But Ambrose resolutely refused to allow 
the heretics the use of a church in his diocese; the people 
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espoused the cause of their bishop ; and after a vehement struggle 
between the ix)wer 3 of the state and of the church, the empress was 
persuaded by tiie advice of her wisest counsellors to leave the 
catholics in possession of all the churches of Milan. Shortly after- 
wards Justina ordered Ambrose to depart from Milan without delay ; 
but he again boldly refused to obey ; and his refusal was supported 
by the unanimous consent of his faithful people. They guarded by 
turns the pei*son of their archbishop ; the gates of the cathedral and 
the episcopal palace were strongly secured ; and the Imperial troops, 
who had formed the blockade, were unwilling to risk the attack of 
that impregnable fortress. While he maintained this arduous con- 
test, he was instructed, by a dream, to open tfio earth in a place 
where the remains of two martyrs, Gervasius and Protasius, had 
been deposited above three hundred years. Immediately under the 
pavement of the church two perfect skeletons were' found, with the 
heads separated from their bodies, and a plentiful effusion of blood. 
The holy relics were presented, in solemn pomp, to the veneration 
of the people ; the bones of the martyrs, their blood, their garments, 
were supposed to contain a healing power ; and the extraordinary 
cure of a blind man, and the reluctant confessions of several dasmo- 
niacs, appeared to justify the faith of Ambrose. The reason of the 
present age may possibly approve the incredulity of Justina and her 
Ariati court, who derided the theatrical representations wljich were 
exhibited by the contrivance, and at the expense, of the archbishop. 
Their effect, however, on the minds of the ]^eoplc was rapid and 
irresistible ; and the feeble sovereign of Italy found himself unable 
to contend with the favourite of Heaven. The powers likewise of the 
earth interposed in the defence of Ambrose : the disinterested advice 
of Theodosius was the genuine result of piety and friendship ; and 
the mask of religious zeal concealed the hostile and ambitious de- 
signs of the tyrant of Gaul. 

§ 15. The reign of Maximus might have ended in peace and pros- 
perity, could he have contented himself with the possession of three 
ample countries, which now constitute the three most flourishing 
kingdoms of modem Europe. But he aspired to the conquest of 
Italy; and collecting a powerful army, he secretly crossed the 
Alps, and appeared almost under the walls of Milan, before Justina 
and her son had received intelligence of his approach. Flight was 
their only hope; and Aquileia their only refuge. They reached 
Aquileia in safety ; but Justina distnisted the strength of the fortifi- 
cations, and she resolved to implore the protection of the great Theo- 
dosius. A vessel was secretly provided to transport the Imperial 
family ; they embarked with precipitation in one of the obscure 
harbours of Venetia, or Istria ; and, after a long but successful navi- 
gation, reposed, themselves in the port of Thessalonica. All the 
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Hubjects of Yalentinian deserted the cause of a prince 'wbo, by his 
abdication, had absolved them from** the duty of allegiance ; and 
Maximus obtained almost without a struggle the possession of 
the Western empire. (a.d. 387.) 

§ 16. The momentous question of peace) or war was referred by 
Theodosius to tue deliberation of his council ; and the arguments 
which might be alleged on the side of honour and justice had ac- 
quired, since the death of Gratian, a considerable degree of addi- 
tional weight. The persecution of the Imperial family, to which 
Theodosius himself had been indebted for his fortune, was now 
aggravated by recent and rej^eated injuries. Neither oaths nor 
treaties could restrain the boundless ambition of Maximus ; and the 
delay of vigorous aiid decisive measures, instead of prolonging the 
blessings of peace, would expose the Eastern empire to the danger 
of an hostile invasion. The barbarians who had passed the Danube 
had lately assumed the character of soldiers and subjects, but their 
native fierceness was yet untamed ; and the operations of a war, 
which would exercise their valour and diminish their numbers, 
might tend to relievo the provinces from an intolerable oppression. 
The charms of the princess Galla most powerfully pleaded the cause 
of her brother Valentinian. The heart of Theodosius was softened 
by the tears of beauty ; his affections were insensibly engaged by 
the graces of youth and innocence ; the art of Justina managed and 
directed the impulse of passion ; and the celebration of the royal 
nuptials was the assurance and signal of the civil war. The con- 
test was brought to a close by a single and decisive battle upon the 
banks of the Save ; the army of Maximus was almost annihilated ; 
and the usurper fled with precipitation to Aquileia. But the 
citizens and soldiers would not fight in his defence ; and the 
wretched Maximus was dragged from his throne, and conducted, 
like a malefactor, to the camp and presence of Theodosius, at a 
place about three miles from Aquileia. The emperor showed some 
disposition to pity and forgive the tyrant of the West; but the 
feeble emotion of involuntary pity was checked by his regard for 
public justice and the memory of Gratian ; and he abandoned the 
victim to the pious zeal of the soldiers, who drew him out of the 
Imperial presence and instantly separated his head from his body 
(a.d. 388). Theodosius employed the winter months of his resi- 
dence at Milan to restore the ,state of the afflicted provinces ; and 
early in the spring he made, after the example of Constantine and 
Constantins, his triumphal entry into the ancient capital of the 
Eoman empire. 

§ 17. The character of Theodosius might furnish the subject of a 
sincere and ample panegyric. The wisdom of his laws and the suc- 
cess of his arms render^ his administration respectable in the eyes 



216 


MASSACRE OF THESSALONICA. 


Chap. XIV. 


both of his subjects and of his enemies. He loved and practised the 
virtues of domestic life, whith seldom hold their residence in the 
palaces of kings* He respected the simplicity of the good and vir- 
tuous ; every art, every talent, of an useful or even of an innocent 
nature, was rewarded by his judicious liberality ; and, except the 
heretics, whom he persecuted with implacable hatred, the diffusive 
icircle of his benevolence was circumscribed only by the limits of the 
/human race. But with all these virtues there were two essential 
imperfections in the character of Theodosius. His virtuous mind 
was often relaxed by indolence, and it was sometimes inflamed 
by passion. In the pursuit of an important object his active 
courage was capable of the most vigorous exertions ; but as 
soon as the design was accomplished, or the danger was surmounted, 
the hero sunk into inglorious repose, and, forgetful that the time of 
a prince is the property of his people, resigned himself to the enjoy- 
ment of the innocent but trifling pleasures of a luxurious court. 
The natural disposition of Theodosius was hasty and choleric ; it 
was the constant study of his life to suppress or regulate the in- 
temperate sallies of passion ; and the success of his efforts enhanced 
the merit of his clemency. But the painful virtue which claims 
the merit of victory is exposed to the danger of defeat ; and the 
reiga *jdf'' a wise and merciful prince was polluted by an act of 
cruelty which would stain the annals of Nero or Doniitian, 

§ 18; Thessalonica, the metropolis of all the Illyrian provinces, 
had been protected from the dangers of the Gothic war by strong 
fortifications and a numerous garrison. Bothcric, the general of 
those troops, had thrown into prison one of the charioteers of the 
circus, and sternly rejected the importunate clamours of the multi- 
tude, who, on the day of the public games, lamented the absence 
of their favourite. The resentment of the people was embittered 
by some previous disputes ; and, as the strength of the garrison had 
been drawn away for the service of the Italian war, the feeble 
remnant could not save the unhappy general from their licentious 
fury. Botheric and several of his principal officers were inhumanly 
murdered ; their mangled bodies were dragged about the streets ; 
and the emperor, who then resided at Milan, was surprised by the 
intelligence of the audacious and wanton cruelty of the people of 
Thessalonica. The sentence of a dispassionate judge would have 
inflicted a severe punishment on the authors of the crime ; but the 
fiery and choleric temper of Theodosius was impatient of the 
dilatory forms of a judicial inquiry ; and he hastily resolved that 
the blood of his lieutenant should be expiated by the blood of the 
guilty people. The punishment of a Roman city was blindly com- 
mitted to the undistinguishing sword of the barbarians ; and the 
hostile preparations were concerted with the dark and perfidious 
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ai’tifice of an illegal conspiracy. The people of Thessalonica were 
treacherously invited, in the name of their sovereign, to the games 
of the circus ; and such was their insatiate avidity for those amuse- 
ments that every consideration of fear or suspicion was disregarded 
by the numerous spectators. As soon as the assembly was com- 
plete, the soldiers, who had secretly been posted round the circus, 
received the signal, not of the races, but of a general massacre. 
The promiscuous carnage continued three hours, without discrimina- 
tion of strangers or natives, of age or sex, of innocence or guilt ; 
the most moderate accounts state the number of the slain at 7,000 ; 
and it is affirmed by some writers that more than 15,000 victims 
were sacrificed to the manes of Botheric (a.d. 390). 

§ 19. When Ambrose was informed of the massacre of Thessa- 
lonica, his mind was filled with horror and anguish. He retired 
into the country to indulge his grief and to avoid the presence of 
Theodosius. But as the archbishop was satisfied that a timid 
silence would render him the accomplice of his guilt, he represented 
in a private letter the enormity of the crime, which could only be 
efiaced by the tears of penitence. The emperor was deeply affected 
by his own reproaches and by those of his spiritual father ; and 
after he had bewailed the mischievous and irreparable conse<mences 
of his rash fury, he proceeded in the accustomed manner to p rfbrm 
his devotions in the great church of Milan. He was stopped in the 
porch by the archbishop, who, in the tone and language of an 
ambassador of Heaven, declared to his sovereign that private con- 
trition was not sufficient to atone for a public fault or to appease 
the justice of the oifended Deity. Theodosius Immbly represented 
that, if he had contracted the guilt of homicide, David, the man 
after God’s own heart, had been guilty not only of murder but of 
adultery. You have imitated David in his crime, imitate then 
his repentance,” was the reply of the undaunted Ambrose. The 
rigorous conditions of peace and pardon were accepted ; and the 
public penance of the emperor Theodosius has been recorded as one 
of the most honourable events in the annals of the church. Stripped 
of the ensigns of royalty, and in the midst of the church of Milan, 
the emperor humbly solicited, with sighs and tears, the pardon of 
his sins. After a delay of about eight months Theodosius was 
restored to the communion of the faithful ; and the example of 
Theodosius may prove the beneficial influence of those principles 
which could force a monarch, exalted above the apprehension of 
human punishment, to respect the laws and ministers of an invisible 
Judge. 

§ 20. After the defeat and death of the tyrant of Gaul, the Bom^ 
world was in the possession of Theodosius. But after spending^ 
three years in Italy (a.d. 388--391) he left Yalentinian in posse^dt 
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of Italy, and also added to his dominions the countries beyond the 
Alps. The empress Justina did not long survive her return to 
Italy, and, though she beheld the triumph of Theodosius, she was 
not allowed to influence the government of her son. The pernicious 
attachment to the Arian sect which Valentinian had imbibed from 
her example and instructions was soon erased by the lessons of a 
more orthodox education. His growing zeal for the faith of Nice, 
and his filial reverence for the character and authority of Ambrose, 
disposed the catholics to entertain the most favourable opinion of the 
virtues of the young emperor of the West. But this amiable youth, 
before he had accomplished the twentieth year of his age, was 
oppressed by domestic treason, and the empire was again involved 
in the horrors of a civil war. Arbogastes, a gallant soldier of the 
nation of the Franks, had been appointed by Theodosius master- 
general of the armies of Gaul. His real merit and apparent fidelity 
had gained the confidence both of the prince and people ; his bound- 
less liberality corrupted the allegiance of the troops ; and, whilst he 
was universally esteemed as the pillar of the state, the bold and 
crafty barbarian was secretly determined either to rule or to ruin the 
empire of the West. The important commands of the army were 
distributed among the Franks; the creatures of Arbogastes were 
promoted to all the honours and offices of the civil government ; the 
progress of the conspiracy removed every faithful servant from the 
presence of Yalentinian ; and the emx^eror insensibly sunk into the 
precarious and dependent condition of a captive. The indignation 
which he expressed, though it might arise only from the rash and 
impatient temper of youth, may be candidly ascribed. to the generous 
spirit of a prince who felt that he was not unworthy to reign. He 
resolved to throw off his chains ; and one day, as the count ap- 
proached him with some appearance of respect, Valentinian delivered 
to him a paj^er which dismissed him from all his em^iloyments. 
“ My authority,” rejdied Arbogastes, with insulting coolness, “ does 
not depend on the smile or the frown of a monarch and ho con- 
temptuously threw the paper on the ground. The indignant monarch 
snatched at the sword of one of the guards, which he struggled to 
draw from its scabbard, and it was not without some degree of vio- 
lence that he was prevented from using the deadly weapon against 
his enemy or against himself. A few days after this extraordinary 
quarrel, in which he had exposed his resentment and his weakness, 
the unfortunate Valentinian was found strangled in his apartment ; 
and some pains were employed to disguise the manifest guilt of 
Arbogastes, and to persuade the world that the death of the young 
emperor had been the voluntary effect of his own despair (a.d. 392). 

§ 21. The prudence of Arbogastes had prepared the success of hie 
ambitious designs ; but the judicious barbarian thought it more 
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advisaHo to reign under the name of some dependent Homan. He 
bestowed the purple on the rhetorician £ugeniuS| whom he had 
already raised from the place of his 'domestic secretary to the rank of 
master of the offices. The ambassadors of the new emperor were 
immediately despatched to the court of Theodosius, to communicate, 
with affected grief, the unfortunate accident of the death of Valen- 
tinian, and to request that the monarch of the East would embrace 
as his lawful colleague the respectable citizen who had obtained the 
unanimous suflrage of the armies and provinces of the West. 
TJieodosius was justly provoked that the perfidy of a barbarian 
should have destroyed in a moment the labours and the fruit of his 
former victory ; but as the second conquest of the AVest was a task 
of difficulty and danger, he dismissed, with splendid presents and an 
ambiguous answer, the ambassadors of Eugcinius, and almost two 
years were consumed in the j^reparations of the civil war. It was 
not till late in the summer of the year 394 that Theodosius marched 
against the r*surpcr. Arbogastes awaited him in the North of Italy 
in the open country which extends to the walls of Aquiloia and the 
banks of the Erigidus, or Cold River. Here a bloody battle was 
fought, in which the Gallic and German troops of Arbogastes after 
an obstinate struggle gained the advantage ; and the approach of 
night alone protected the disorderly flight, or retreat, of the troops 
of Theodosius. In the night the active and vigilant Arbogastes 
secretly detached a considerable body of troops to occupy the passes 
of the mountains and to encompass the rear of the Eastern army. 
The dawn of day discovered to the eyes of Theodosius the extent 
and the extremity of his danger, but his apprehensions were soon 
dispelled by a friendly message from the leaders of those troops, 
who expressed their inclination to desert the standard of the tyrant. 
The spirit of his soldiers was revived by this seasonable reinforce- 
ment, and they again marched with confidence to surprise the camp 
of a tyrant whose principal officers appeared to distrust either the 
justice or the success of his arms. The victory of Theodosius was 
decisive, and the deaths of his two rivals were distinguished only by 
the difference of their characters. The rhetorician Eugenius was 
reduced to implore the mercy of the conqueror, and the unrelenting 
soldiers separated his head from his body as he lay prostrate at the 
feet of Theodosius. Arbogastes wandered several days among the 
mountains ; but when he was convinced that liis cause was des- 
perate, and his escape impracticable, the intrepid barbarian imitated 
the example of the ancient Romans, and turned his sword against 
his own breast. 

§ 22, After the defeat of Eugenius, the merit, as well as the 
authority, of Theodosius was cheerfully acknowledged by all the 
inhabitants of the Roman world. The experience of his past con- 
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duct encouraged the most pleasing expectations of his future reign ; 
and the age of the emperor, which did not exceed 50 years, seemed 
to extend^the prospect of the public felicity. His death, only four 
months after his victory, was considered by the people as an unfore- 
seen and fatal event, which destroyed in a moment the hopes of the 
rising generation. But the indulgence of ease and luxury had 
secretly nourished the principles of disease. The strength of Theo- 
dosius was unable to support the sudden and violent transition fron 
the palace to the camp ; and the increasing symptoms of a dropsy 
announced the speedy dissolution of the emperor. The opinion, and 
perhaps the interest, of the public had confirmed the division of the 
Eastern and Western empires; and the two royal youths, Arcadiiis 
and Honorius, who had already obtained, from the tenderness of 
their father, the title of Augustus, were destined to fill the thrones 
of Constantinople and of Rome. Those princes were not permitted 
to share the danger and glory of the civil war ; but as soon as Theo- 
dosius had triumphed over his unworthy rivals, he called his 
younger son, Honorius, to enjoy the fruits of the victory, and to 
receive the sceptre of the West from the hands of his dying father. 
The arrival of Honorius at Milan was welcomed by a splendid 
exhibition of the games of the circus ; and the emperor, though he 
was oppressed by the weight of his disorder, contributed by his pre- 
sence to the public joy. But the remains of his strength were 
exhausted by the painful efibrt which he made to assist at the 
spectacles of the morning. Honorius supplied, during the rest of 
the day, the place of his father; and the great Theodosius expired 
in the ensuing night (a.d. 395, Jan. 17). Notwithstanding the 
recent animosities of a civil war, his death was universally lamented. 
The barbarians, whom he had vanquished, and the churchmen, by 
whom he had been subdued, celebrated with loud and sincere 
applause the qualities of the deceased emperor which appeared the 
most valuable in their eyes. The Romans were terrified by the 
impending dangers of a feeble and divided administration ; and every 
disgraceful moment of the unfortunate reigns of Arcadius and 
Honorius revived the memory of their irreparable loss. 

§ 23. The ruin of Paganism was completed in the reign of Theo- 
dosius. Even Christian emperors had shown respect to the preju- 
dices of their Pagan subjects, and had condescended to accept the 
robe and ensigns which were appropriated to the office of supremo 
pontiff. Gratian sternly rejected those profai.e symbols ; applied to 
the service of the state or of the church the revenue of the priests 
and vestals ; abolished their honours and immunities ; and dissolved 
the ancient fabric of Roman superstition, which was supported by 
the opinions and habits of 1,100 years. But this emperor yet spared 
the statues of the gods which were exposed to public veneration : 
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424 temples, or chapels, still remained to satisfy the devotion of the 
people, and in every quarter of Rome the delicacy of the Christians 
was offended by the fumes of idolatrous sacrifice. Theodosius, how- 
ever, would not permit such idolatrous worship in the dominions of 
a Christian emperor. After the defeat of Maximus, he ordered all 
the temples in Rome to be closed, and prohibited the use of sacrifices 
which he declared to be criminal as well as infamous. A special 
commission was granted to oflScers of distinguished rank, by which 
they were directed to shut the temples, to seize or destroy the 
instruments of idolatry, to abolish the privileges of the priests, 
and to confiscate the consecrated property for the benefit of the 
emperor, of the church, or of the army. Finally, an edict of Theo- 
dosius (a.d. 390) made the act of sacrificing and the practice of 
divination by the entrails of the victim a crime of high- treason against 
the state, which could be expiated only by the death of the guilty. 
The rites of Pagan superstition which might seem less bloody and 
atrocious are abolished as highly injurious to the truth and honour 
of religion ; luminaries, garlands, frankincense, and libations of wine 
are specially enumerated and condemned ; and the harmless claims 
of the domestic genius, of the household gods, are included in this 
rigorous proscription. The use of any of these profane and illegal 
ceremonies subjects the offender to the forfeiture of the house or 
estate where they have been performed ; and if he has artfully 
chosen the property of another for the scene of his impiety, he is 
compelled to discharge, without delay, a heavy fine of 25 pounds 
of gold, or more than 1,000 pounds sterling. Such was the perse- 
cuting spirit of the laws of Theodosius, which were repeatedly 
enforced by his sons and grandsons, with the loud and unanimous 
applause of the Christian world. 
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§ 1. The genius of Rome expired with Theodosius, the last of the 
successors of Augustus and Constantine who appeared in the field 
at the head of their armies, and whose authority was universally 
acknowledged throughout the whole extent of the empire. Tte 
memory of his virtues still continued, however, to protect the feeble 
and inexperienced youth of his two sons. After the death of their 
father, Arcadius and Honorius were saluted, by the unanimous con- 
sent of mankind, as the lawful emperors of the East and of the West 
(a. d. 395, Jan. 17). Arcadius, who then was about 18 years of 
age, reigned over the East ; his younger brother, Honorius, assumed, 
in the 11th year of his age, the nominal government of the West. 
The great and martial prajfecture of Illyricum was divided between 
the two princes : the defence and possession of the provinces of 
Noricum, Pannonia, and Dalmatia, still belonged to the Western 
empire ; but the two large dioceses of Dacia and Macedonia, which 
Gratian had intrusted to the valour of Theodosius, were for ever 
united to the empire of the East. 

§ 2. But the real rulers of the empire were Rufiims in the East 
and Stilicho in the West. Theodosius had tarnished the glory of 
his reign by the elevation of Rufinus to the dignity of prasfect of the 
East; an odious favourite, who, in an age of civil and religious 
faction, has deserved, from every party, the imputation of every 
crime. The character of Theodosius imposed on his minister the 
task of hypocrisy, which disguised, and sometimes restrained, the 
abuse of power ; but the death of the emperor confirmed the abso- 
lute authority of Rufinus over Arcadius, a feeble youth, whom 
the imperious prasfect considered as his pupil rather than his 
sovereign. Regardless of the public opinion, he indulged his 
passions without remorse and without resistance. Ho aspired to 
marry his daughter Maria to the young emperor; but during his 
absence at Antioch the eunuch Eutropius, the great chamberlain of 
the palace, secretly undermined his power, and persuaded Arcadius 
to marry the fair Eudoxia, the daughter of Bauto, a general of the 
Franks in the service of Rome, Though Rufinus had been thus 
bitterly disappointed in the great object of his ambition, he still 
exercised an uncontrolled authority over the civil and military 
government of the East, and thus possessed the most effectual means 
of defending his dignity and crushing his enemies. But his career 
was suddenly cut short by the formidable Stilicho, the master- 
general of the West. 

§ 3. The praises of Stilicho have been celebrated by the muse of 
Claudian ; and these two names shed a lustre upon the declining 
state of Roman ability and Roman genius. The victories of Stilicho 
and the poetry of Claudian are worthy of the better ages of the 
state. Stilicho embraced from his earliest youth the profession of 
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arms ; he was married by Theodosius to Serena, the daughter of his 
brother Honorius ; was raised by that emperor to the supreme rank 
of master-general of all the cavalry and infantry of the Eoman, or 
at*least of the Western empire ; and upon the death of Theodosius 
claimed the guardianship of the two empires during the minority 
of Arcadius and Honorius, who had been recommended to his care 
by the dying monarch in the last moments of his life. The person 
and court of Honorius were subject to the master-general of the 
West ; but Rufinus asserted his equal reign over the emperor and 
the empire of the East. 

The civil war with Eugenius had brought a large number of the 
Eastern legions into Italy. Stilicho declared his intention of re- 
conducting in person these troops, and he dexterously employed the 
rumour of a Gothic tumult to conceal his private designs of ambition 
and revenge. The guilty soul of Rufinus was alarmed by the ap- 
proach of a warrior and a rival whose enmity he deserved ; and, as 
the last hope of safety, he interposed the authority of the emperor 
Arcadius. Stilicho was not far distant from the city of Thcssalonica 
when he received a peremptory message to recall the troops of the 
East, and to declare that /lis nearer approach would he considered 
by the Byzantine court as an act of hostility. The prompt and 
unexpect^ obedience of the general of the West convinced the 
vulgar of his loyalty and moderation ; and, as he had already 
engaged the affection of the Eastern trooi)s, he recommended to their 
zeal the execution of his bloody design. Stilicho left the command 
of the troops of the East to Gainas, the Goth, on whose fidelity he 
firmly relied. The soldiers were easily persuaded to punish the 
enemy of Stilicho and of Rome ; and such was the general hatred 
which Rufinus had excited, that the fatal secret, communicated to 
thousands, was faithfully preserved during the long march from 
Thcssalonica to the gates of Constantinople. At the distance of a 
mile from the capital the troops halted ; and the emperor, as well as 
his minister, advanced, according to ancient custom, respectfully to 
salute the power which supported their throne. As Rufinus passed 
along the ranks, and disguised, with studied courtesy, his innate 
haughtiness, the wings insensibly wheeled from the right and left, 
and enclosed the devoted victim within the circle of their arms. 
Before he could reflect on the danger of his situation, Gainas gave 
the signal of death ; a daring and forward soldier plunged his sword 
into the breast of the guilty praefect, and Rufinus fell, groaned, and 
expired, at the feet of the affrighted emperor (a. d, 395, Nov. 27). 
But Stilicho did not derive from the murder of his rival the fruit 
which he had proposed ; and, though he gratified his revenge, his 
ambition was disappointed. Under the name of a favourite, the 
weakness of Arcadius required a master, but he naturally preferred 
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the obsequious arts of the eunuch Eutropius, who had obtained his 
domestic confidence ; and the emperor contemplated with terror and 
aversion the stem genius of a foreign warrior. Till they were 
divided by the jealousy of power, the sword of Gainas, and the 
cliarms of Eudoxia, supported the favour of the great chamberlain of 
the palace : the perfidious Goth, who was appointed master-general 
of the East, betrayed, without scmple, the interest of his benefactor ; 
and the same troops who had so lately massacred the enemy of 
Stilicho were engaged to support, against him, the independence of 
tlio throne of Constantinople. The prudent Stilicho, instead of per- 
sisting to force the inclinations of a prince and i)eople who rejected 
his goveniillent, wisely abfindoned Arcadius to his unworthy 
favourites. The subjects of Arcadius and Honorius became 
estranged from each other ; and the distinction of two governments 
is a reason for suspending the series of the Byzantine history, and 
prosecuting, without interruption, the disgraceful but memorable 
reign of Honorius. 

§ 4. The death of the great 'I'hcodosius w’as speedily followed by 
the revolt of the Goths, who were now directed by the bold and 
artful genius of Alaric. Thrace and Dacia had hitherto been the 
scene of the Gothic ravages ; but Alaric, disdaining to trample any 
longer on these prostrate and ruined countries, resolved to seek a 
plentiful harvest of fame and riches iu a province which had hitherto 
escaped the ravages of war. In the summer of a. D. 395 he entered 
Macedonia, and in the course of this and the following year he 
carried his ravages into almost every district of Greece. In a. d. 396 
Stilicho marched into I’cloponncsus to chastise the invaders. Ho 
surrounded the Gothic army iijx)n the borders of Elis and Arcadia ; 
but Alaric broke through the lines of circumvallation which were 
formed to prevent his escape, and conducted his army in safety 
across the mouth of the gulf of Corinth. The ministers of Arcadius, 
anxious to remove the formidable Stilicho from the dominions ot 
tlieir master, formed a treaty with the leader of the Goths, and pro- 
moted the invader of Greece to the rank of master-general of the 
Eastern Illyricum. The apprehension of a civil war compelled 
Stilicho to retire, at the haughty mandate of his rivals, from the 
dominions of Arcadius ; and he respected, in the enemy of Home, 
tlie honourable character of the ally and servant of the emperor of 
the East. 

§ 5. Stilicho was now at leisure to direct his arms against Gildo, 
the Moor, who maintained in Africa a proud and dangerous inde- 
pendence. Gildo, the brother of the tyrant Fimnis, had been 
invested by Theodosius with the command of Africa. His ambition 
soon usurped the administration of justice and of the finances, wdth- 
out account and without control ; and he maintained, during a reign 
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of twelve years, the possession of an office from which it was im- 
possible to remove him without the danger of a civil war. Upon 
the death of Theodosius, Gildo had consented to govern that ex- 
tensive country in the name of Honorius ; but his knowledge of the 
cliaracter and designs of Stilicho soon engaged him to address his 
homage to the ministers of Arcadiiis, who embraced the cause of a 
perfidious rebel. Stilicho intrusted the command of the African 
expedition to Mascezel, who liad been expelled from Africa by his 
brother Gildo, and whose two innocent children had been murdered 
by their inhuman uncle. In one campaign the war was brought to 
a close. Gildo was defeated in battle, and put an end to his own 
life (a. d. 398). The conquest of Africa was followed by the nuptials 
of the emperor Honorius and of his cousin Maria, the daughter of 
Stilicho ; and this equal and honourable alliance seemed to invest 
the powerful minister with the authority of a parent over his sub- 
missive pupil. 

§ 6. The power of Alaric continued to increase. The glory of his 
past exploits, and the confidence in his future designs, insensibly 
united the body of the nation under his victorious standard ; and, 
with the unanimous consent of the barbarian chieftains, the master- 
general of Illyricum was elevated, according to ancient custom, on a 
shield, and solemnly proclaimed king of the Visigoths. Armed 
with this double power, seated on the verge of the two empires, he 
alternately sold his deceitful promises to the courts of Arcadius and 
Honorius, till he declared and executed his resolution of invading 
the dominions of the West. The provinces of Europe which 
belonged to the Eastern emperor were already exhausted, tliose 
of Asia were inaccessible, and the strength of Constantinople liad 
resisted his attack. But he was temi)ted by the fame, the beauty, 
the wealth of Italy, which he had twice visited ; and he secretly 
aspired to plant the Gothic standard on the walls of Rome, and to 
enrich his army with the accumulated spoils of three hundred 
triumphs. 

Towards the end of the year 402 Alaric crossed the Alps, and 
appeared under the walls of Milan, before Stilicho had been able to 
assemble a sufficient body of troops to repel the invader. Honorius 
fled to the improvable fortress of Ravenna, and Stilicho hastily 
crossed the Alps in the middle of winter to collect from Gaul, 
Germany, and Britain an army for the defence of Italy. Such was 
the energy of Stilicho. that early in the spring of the following year 
Alaric was gradually invested on every side by the troops of the 
West, who successively issued through all the passes of the Alps ; 
and at Easter a general attack was made upon his camp, which he 
had pitched in the neighbourhood of Pollentia, about 26 miles to the 
south-east of Turin. The battle which ensued, and which is one of 
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the most memorable in the sinking ff i tunes of the Roman empire, 
ended with the overthrow of the Gothic army. In the evening of 
the bloody day the Goths retreated from the field of battle; the 
entrenchments of their camp were forced, and the scene of rapine 
and slaughter made some atonement for the calamities which they 
liad inflicted on the subjects of the empire. But Alaric possessed 
the invincible temper of mind wliich rises superior to every mis- 
fortune, and derives new resources from adversity. After the total 
defeat of his infantry ho escaped from the field of battle, with the 
greatest part of his cavalry entire and unbroken. Without wasting 
a moment to lament the irreparable loss of so many brave com- 
panions, he boldly resolved to break through the unguarded passes 
of the Apennines, and to conquer or die before the gates of Rome. 
The capital was saved by the active and incessant diligence of 
Stilicho ; but he respected the despair of his enemy ; and, instead 
of committing the fate of the republic to the chance of another 
battle, he proposed to purchase the absence of the barbarians. The 
spirit of Alaric would have rejected such terms, the permission of a 
retreat, and the offer of a pension, with contempt and indignation ; 
but the Gothic diieftains compelled him to accept the proposals of 
Stilicho ; he ratified the treaty with the empire of the West, and 
repassed the Po with the remains of the flourishing army which he 
had led into Italy. 

§ 7. The citizens of Rome had been astonished by the approach 
of Alaric ; and the diligence with which they laboured to restore the 
walls of the capital * confessed their own fears, and the decline of 
the empire. After the retreat of the barbarians, Honorius was 
directed to accept the dutiful invitation of the senate, and to cele- 
brate, in the Imperial city, the auspicious ajra of the Gothic victory 
(a. d. 404). The triumphal procession was followed by games, in 
which the inhuman combats of gladiators polluted for the last time 
the amphitheatre of Rome. It was o^ving to the generous boldness 
of Telemachus, a Christian monk, that the horrid custom was 
abolished. He had descended into the arena to separate the gla- 
diators ; but the Romans were provoked by the interruption of their 
pleasures ; and the rash monk was overwhelmed under a shower of 
stones. The madness of the people soon subsided ; they respected 
the memory of Telemachus, who had deserved the honours of 
martyrdom ; and they submitted, without a murmur, to the laws 
of Honorius, which abolished for ever the human sacrifices of the 
amphitheatre. 

The recent danger to which the person of the emperor had been 

♦ The walls which surround the modern city of Rome are the same ns 
those of Honorius, who restored the wails which had been built by Aurelian. 
See p. 69. 
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exposed in the defenceless palace of Milan urged him to fix his 
residence in the inaccessible fortress of Eavenna upon the Adriatic. 
The adjacent country, to the distance of many miles, was a deep 
• and impassable morass ; and the artificial causeway which connected 
Eavenna with the Continent might be easily guarded or destroyed 
on the approach of an hostile army. The example of Honorius was 
imitated by his feeble successors, by the Gothic kings, and afterwards 
by the Exarchs, who occupied the throne and palace of the emperors ; 
and till the middle of the eighth century Eavenna was considered 
as the seat of government and the capital of Italy. 

§ 8. The fears of Honorius were not without foundation, nor were 
his precautions without effect. While Italy rejoiced in her deliver- 
ance from the Goths, another barbarian, the haughty Eadegast, or 
Eadagaisus, marched from the plains of the Vistula almost to the 
gates of Eome, and left the remains of his army to achieve the 
destruction of the West. Eadegast is a Slavonian name ; and there 
can be no doubt that he was the leader of a great Slavonian migra- 
tion. The Vandals, who formed the strength of this mighty host, 
were Slavonians; but they were also joined by the Suevi and 
Burgundians, who were Germans, and by the Scythian Alani. In 
A. D. 405 the king of this confederate host passed without resistance 
the Alps, the Po, and the Apennines ; leaving on one hand the in- 
accessible palace of Honorius securely buried among the marshes of 
Eavenna, and, on the other, the camp of Stilicho, who had fixed his 
head-quarters at Ticinum, or Pavia, but who seems to have avoided 
a decisive battle till ho had assembled his distant forces. Many 
cities of Italy were pillaged or destroyed ; and the siege of Florence 
by Eadagaisus is one of the earliest events in the history of that 
celebrated republic, whose firmness checked and delayed the un- 
skilful fury of the barbarians. The senate and people trembled at 
their approach within 180 miles of Eome, and anxiously compared 
the danger which they had escaped with the new perils to which 
they were exposed. Alaric was a Christian and a soldier, the leader 
of a disciplined army ; who understood the laws of war, who respected 
the sanctity of treaties, and who had familiarly conversed with the 
subjects of the empire in the same camps and the same churches. 
The savage Eadagaisus was a stranger to the manners, the religion, 
and even the language of the civilised nations of tlie South. The 
fierceness of his temper was exasperated by cruel superstition ; and 
it was universally believed that he had bound himself by a solemn 
vow to reduce the city into a heap of stones and ashes, and to 
sacrifice the most illustrious of the Eoman senators on the altars oi 
those gods who were appeased by human blood. 

Florence was reduced to the last extremity, when Stilicho ad- 
vanced with his united force to the relief of the faithful city. 
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Conscious that he commanded the lasf anny of the republic, his 
prudence would not expose it in the open field to the headstrong 
fury of the Slavonians. The method of surrounding the enemy with 
strong lines of circumvallation, which ho had twice employed against ^ 
the Gothic king, was repeated on a larger scale and with more con- 
siderable effect. The imprisoned multitude of horses and men was 
gradually destroyed by famine rather than by the sword ; and the 
proud monarch of so many warlike nations, after the loss of his 
bravest warriors, was reduced to confide either in the faith of a 
capitulation, or in the clemency of Siilicho. But the death of the 
royal captive, who was ignominiously beheaded, disgraced the 
triumph of Rome and of Christianity. Stilicho informed the em- 
peror and the senate of his success, and deserved a second time the 
glorious title of Deliverer of Italy. 

§ 9. After the defeat of lladagaisus, two parts of his army, which 
must have exceeded the number of 100,000 men, still remained in 
arms. It is uncertain whether they attempted to revenge the death 
of their general ; but their irregular fury was soon diverted by the 
prudence and firmness of Stilicho, who opposed their march and 
facilitated their retreat, who considered the safety of Rome and 
Italy as the great object of his care, and who sacrificed with too 
much indifference the wealth and tranquillity of the distant pro- 
vinces. The barbarians acquired, from the junction of some Pan- 
nonian deserters, the knowledge of the country and of the roads, 
at length crossed the Rhine, and entered without opposition the 
defenceless provinces of Gaul. This memorable passage of the 
Vandals, the Suevi, the Alani, and the Burgundians, who never 
afterwards retreated, may be considered as the fall of the Roman 
empire in the countries beyond the Alps ; and the barriers which 
had so long separated the savage and the civilised nations of the 
earth were from that fatal moment levelled with the ground. The 
frontiers of Gaul had enjoyed for many years a state of quiet and 
prosperity ; but the consuming flames of war spread from the banks 
of the Rhine over the greatest part of the seventeen provinces of 
Gaul, That rich and extensive country, as far as the ocean, the 
Alps, and the Pyrenees, was delivered to the barbarians, who de- 
stroyed the cities, ravaged the fields, and drove before them in a 
promiscuous crowd the bishop, the senator, and the virgin, laden 
with the spoils of their houses and altars (a. d. 406). 

§ 10. While the neighbouring provinces of Gaul were suffering 
these calamities, the island of Britain was again disturbed, as in the 
age of Gallienus, by the spirit of revolt. After the British legions 
had successively placed upon the throne two emperors, whom they 
almost immediately afterwards murdered, their third choice fell 
upon a private soldier, whose only recommendation was that he 



230 


DEATH OF STILICHO. 


Chap. XV. 


bore the name of the great Constantino (a. d, 407). The authority 
of the new emperor was less precarious, and his government was 
more successful, than the transient reigns of his two predecessors. 
The danger of leaving his inactive troops in those camps which had 
been twice ]X)lluted with blood and sedition urged him to attempt 
the reduction of the Western provinces. He landed at Boulogne 
with an inconsiderable force, and summoned the cities of Gaul, 
which had escaped the yoke of the barbarians, to acknowledge their 
lawful sovereign. They obeyed the summons without reluctance. 
The neglect of the court of Ravenna had absolved a deserted people 
from the duty of allegiance ; and the submission of Gaul was fol- 
lowed by that of Spain, which yielded to the influence of regular 
and habitual subordination, and received the laws and magistrates 
of the Gallic prasfecture. 

§ 11. Meantime Alaric and Stilicho had been engaged in negotia- 
tions. Soon after his retreat from Italy, the king of the Goths 
renounced the service of the emperor of the East, and concluded 
with the court of Ravenna a treaty of peace and alliance, by which 
he was declared master-general of the Roman armies throughout the 
praefecture of Illyricum. Misunderstandings, however, soon arose ; 
but Stilicho pacified Alaric by the promise of a sum of 4000 pounds 
of gold. Stilicho, who knew the power of the Gothic king, feared to 
provoke his resentment, and continued to cultivate his friendly con- 
nexion with the Gothic court ; but the troops, who still assumed 
the name and prerogatives of the Roman legions, were exasperated 
by the partial affection of Stilicho for the barbarians ; and the people 
imputed to the mischievous policy of the minister the public mis- 
fortunes which were the natural consequence of their own degene- 
racy. Yet Stilicho might have continued to brave the clamours of 
the people, and even of the soldiers, if he could have maintained 
his dominion over the feeble mind of his pupil. But the respectful 
attachment of Honorius was converted into fear, suspicion, and 
hatred. The crafty Olympius had secretly undermined the bene- 
factor by whose favour he was promoted to the honourable offices 
of the Imperial palace. Olympius revealed to the unsuspecting 
emperor, who had attained the 25th year of his age, that he was 
without weight or authority in his own government ; and artfully 
alarmed his timid and indolent disposition by a lively picture of the 
designs of Stilicho, who already meditated *the death of his sove- 
reign, with the ambitious hope of placing the diadem on the head 
of his son Eucherius. The emperor was instigated by his new 
favourite to assume the tone of independent dignity; and the 
minister was astonished to find that secret resolutions were formed 
in the court and council, which were repugnant to his interest, or to 
his intentions, Honorius repaired to the camp of Pavia, which was 



A.D. 408. FIRST SIEGE OF ROME BY THE GOTHS. 


231 


composed of tho Roman troops, the enemies of Stilicho and of his 
barbarian auxiliaries. Here he pronounced, as he had been taught, a 
military oration in the presence of the soldiers, whom Olympius had 
prepared to execute a dark and bloody conspiracy. At the first 
signal they massacred the friends of Stilicho, the most illustrious 
officers of the empire ; the furious sedition continued to rage till 
the close of the evening ; and the trembling emperor yielded to the 
persuasions of his favourite, condemned the memory of the slain, 
and solemnly approved the innocence and fidelity of their assassins. 
When the intelligence of this massacre reached Stilicho, who was 
in the camp of Bologna, he was urged by his friends to place him- 
self at the head of his troops and to march without a moment’s 
delay against the guilty Olympius and his degenerate Romans. 
Instead of executing a resolution which might have been justified 
by success, Stilicho hesitated till he was irrecoverably lost, and his 
confidence or his despair urged him to throw himself into Ravenna, 
which was already in the absolute possession of his enemies. 
Olympius, who had assumed the dominion of Honorius, was 
speedily informed that his rival had embraced, as a suppliant, the 
altar of the Christian church. The base and cruel disjjosition of the 
hypocrite was incapable of pity or remorse ; but he piously affected 
to elude, rather than to violate, the privilege of the sanctuary. 
Count Heraclian, with a troop of soldiers, appeared at the dawn of 
day before the gates of the church of Ravenna. The bishop was 
satisfied by a solemn oath that the Imperial mandate only directed 
them to secure the person of Stilicho ; but, as soon as the unfortunate 
minister had been tempted beyond the holy threshold, Heraclian 
produced the warrant for his instant execution. Stilicho supported 
with calm resignation the injurious names of traitor and parricide ; 
repressed the unseasonable zeal of his followers, who were ready to 
attempt an ineffectual rescue ; and, with a firmness not unworthy of 
the last of the Roman generals, submitted his neck to the sword of 
Heraclian (a. d. 408, August 23). 

§ 12. The death of Stilicho was followed by the siege of Rome 
by the Goths. The folly and weakness of the ministers of Honorius 
gave the Gothic king a fair and reasonable pretext for renewing the 
war ; while their cruelty handed over to Alaric the only army that 
was able to resist the Goths. The foreign auxiliaries who had been 
attached to the person *of Stilicho lamented his death ; but the 
desire of revenge was checked by a natural apprehension for the 
safety of their wives and children, who were detained as hostages in 
the strong cities of Italy, where they had likewise deposited their 
most valuable effects. At the same hour, and as if by a common 
signal, tho cities of Italy were polluted by the same horrid scenes of 
universal massacre and pillage, which involved in promiscuous de- 
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struotion the families and fortunes of the barbarians. Exasperated 
by such an injury, which might have awakened the tamest and most 
servile spirit, they cast a look of indignation and hope towards the 
camp of Alaric, and unanimously swore to pursue with just and im- 
placable war the perfidious nation that had so basely violated the 
laws of hospitality. The pressing invitation of the malcontents, 
who urged the king of the Goths to invade Italy, w^as enforced by a 
lively sense of his personal injuries ; and he might speciously com- 
plain that the Imperial ministers still delayed and eluded the pay- 
ment of the 4000 pounds of gold which had been promised to him. 
His decent firmness was supported by an artful moderation, which 
contributed to the success of his designs. He required a fair and 
reasonable satisfaction ; but he gave the strongest assurances that, 
as soon as he had obtained it, he would immediately retire. He 
refused to trust the faith of the Romans, unless the sons of two great 
officers of state were sent as hostages to his camp: but he olfered 
to deliver in exchange several of the noblest youths of the Gothic 
nation. The modesty of Alaric was interpreted by the ministers 
of Ravenna as a sure evidence of his weakness and fear. They dis- 
dained either to negotiate a treaty or to assemble an army ; and with 
a rash confidence, derived only from their ignorance of the extreme 
danger, irretrievably wasted the decisive moments of peace and war. 
While they expected, in sullen silence, that the barbarians should 
evacuate the confines of Italy, Alaric, with bold and rajDid marches, 
passed the Alps and the Po; hastily pillaged many of the chief 
cities of Italy, and at length pitched his camp under the walls of Rome. 
By a skilful disposition of his numerous forces, Alaric encompassed 
the walls, intercepted all communication with the adjacent country, 
and vigilantly guarded the navigation of the T’iber, from which 
the Romans derived the surest and most plentiful supply of provisions. 
The unfortunate city gradually experienced the distress of scarcity, 
and at length the horrid calamities of famine. The daily allowance 
of three pounds of bread was reduced to one-half, to one-third, to 
nothing ; and the price of corn still continued to rise in a rapid and 
extravagant proportion. The food the most repugnant to sense or 
imagination, the aliments the most unwholesome and pernicious to 
the constitution, were eagerly devoured, and fiercely disputed, by 
the rage of hunger. Many thousands of the inhabitants of Rome 
expired in their houses, or in the streets, for want of sustenance ; 
and as the public sepulchres without the walls were in the power of 
the enemy, the stench which arose from so many putrid and un- 
buried carcasses infected the air ; and the miseries of famine were 
succeeded and aggravated by the contagion of a pestilential disease. 
The relief which was repeatedly promised by the court of Ravenna 
never appeared ; and the last resource of the Romans was in Bie 
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clemency, or at least in the moderation, of the king of the Goths. 
The senate, who in this emergency assumed the supreme powers of 
government, appointed two ambassadors to negotiate with the enemy. 
When they were introduced into the presence of the Gothic king, 
they declared, perhaps in a more lofty style than became their 
abject condition, that the Romans were resolved to maintain their 
dignity, either in peace or war ; and that, if Alaric refused them a 
fair and honourable capitulation, he might prepare to give battle to 
an innumerable people, exercised in arms and animated by despair. 
“ The thicker the hay, the easier it is mowed,” was the concise 
reply of the barbarian ; and this rustic metaphor was accompanied 
by a loud and insulting laugh, expressive of his contempt for the 
menaces of an un warlike populace, enervated by luxury before they 
were emaciated by famine. He then condescended to fix the 
ransom which ho would accept as the price of his retreat from the 
walls of Rome ; all the gold and silver in the city, whether it were 
the property of the state, or of individuals ; all the rich and precious 
moveables ; and all the slaves who could prove their title to the 
name of harharians. The ministers of the senate presumed to ask, 
in a modest and suppliant tone, “ If such, 0 king ! are your demands, 
what do you intend to leave us Your lives,” replied the 
haughty conqueror : they trembled and retired. Yet before they 
retired, a short suspension of arms was granted, which allowed some 
time for a more temperate negotiation. The stern features of Alaric 
were insensibly relaxed ; ho abated much of the rigour of his terms ; 
and at length consented to raise the siege, on the immediate pay- 
ment of 5000 pounds of gold, of 30,000 pounds of silver, of 4000 
robes of silk, of 3000 pieces of fine scarlet cloth, and of 3000 i^ounds 
weight of pepper. As soon as the Romans had satisfied the rapa- 
cious demands of Alaric, he slowly retired into the fair and fruitful 
province of Tuscany, where he proposed to establish his winter- 
quarters (December, a.d. 408). 

§ 13. The winter was emj>loycd in negotiations for peace, which 
Alaric, who still aspired to the rank of master-generaJ of the armies 
of the West, was willing to grant. But the hopes of peace vrere 
disappointed by the weak obstinacy of the ministers of Honoriiis, 
who sternly refused to prostitute the military honours of Rome to 
the proud demands of a barbarian. Alaric, who in the whole trans- 
action had behaved with temper and decency, expressed in the most 
outrageous language his lively sense of the insult so wantonly offered 
to his person and to his nation. He straightway advanced against 
Rome, but instead of assaulting the city, he successfully directed 
his efforts against the Port of Ostia, where the com of Africa was 
deposited in spacious granaries for the use of the capital. As soon 
as Alaric was in possession of that important place he summoned 
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tho city to surrender at discretion ; and his demands were enforced 
by the positive declaration that a refusal, or even a delay, should be 
instantly followed by the destruction of the magazines on which the 
life of the Roman people depended. The clamours of that people 
and the terror of famine subdued the pride of the senate ; they 
listened without reluctance to the proposal of placing a new emperor 
on the throne of the unworthy Honorius ; and the suffrage of the 
Gothic conqueror bestowed the purple on Attains, praefect of the city. 
The grateful monarch immediately acknowledged his protector as 
master-general of the armies of the West ; and the two hostile 
nations seemed to be united in the closest bands of friendship and 
alliance (a.d. 409). 

Attains, however, did not long enjoy his nominal sovereignty. 
Heraclian, the count of Africa, remained faithful to Honorius, and 
his vigilance in preventing the exportation of corn and oil introduced 
famine, tumult, and discontent into the walls of Rome. Attains 
attempted to make himself independent of Alaric ; and the most 
imprudent measures were adopted, without the knowledge or against 
the advice of the king of the Goths. As Attains had ceased to be 
of service to the designs of Alaric, he was publicly despoiled of the 
diadem and purple ; and those ensigns of royalty were sent by 
Alaric as the pledge of peace and friendship to the son of Theodosius. 
The degraded emperor of tho Romans, desirous of life and insensible 
of disgrace, implored the permission of following the Gothic camp in 
the train of a haughty and capricious barbarian. 

§ 14. The degradation of Attalus removed the only real obstacle 
to the conclusion of the i)eace, and Alaric advanced within three 
miles of Ravenna to press the irresolution of the Imperial ministers, 
whose insolence soon returned with the return of fortune. His 
indignation was kindled by the report that Sams, a rival chieftain, 
and the hereditary foe of his house, had been received into the palace. 
At the head of 300 followers that fearless barbarian immediately 
sallied from the gates of Ravenna, surprised and cut in pieces a con- 
siderable body of Goths, re-entered the city in triumph, and was 
permitted to Insult his adversary by the voice of a herald, who pub- 
licly declared that the guilt of Alaric had for ever excluded him from 
the friendship and alliance of the emperor. The crime and folly of 
the court of Ravenna was expiated a third time by the calamities of 
Rome, The king of the Goths, who no longer dissembled his appe- 
tite for plunder and revenge, appeared in arms under the walls of the 
capital ; and the trembling senate, without any hopes of relief, pre- 
pared by a desperate resistance to delay the ruin of their country. 
But they were unable to guard against the secret conspiracy of their 
slaves and domestics, who either from birth or interest were attached 
to the cause of the enemy. At the hour of midnight the Salarian 



A.D. 410. 


CAPTURE OF ROME. 


235 


gate was silently opened, and the inhabitants were aT^akened by the 
tremendous sound of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hundred and sixty- 
three years after the foundation of Rome, the Imperial city, which 
had subdued and civilised so considerable a part of mankind, was 
delivered to the licentious fury of the tribes of Germany and Scythia 
(a.d. 410, August 24). 

The proclamation of Alaric, when he forced his entrance into a 
vanquished city, discovered, however, some regard for the laws of 
humanity and religion. He encouraged his troops boldly to seize 
the rewards of valour, and to enrich themselves with the spoils of a 
wealthy and effeminate people; but he exhorted them at the same 
time to spare the lives of the unresisting citizens, and to respect the 
churches of the apostles St. Peter and St. Paul as holy and inviolable 
sanctuaries. Amidst the horrors of a nocturnal tumult several of 
the Christian Gotha displayed the fervour of a recent conversion ; 
but many thousand warriors, more especially of the Huns who served 
under the standard of Alaric, were strangers to the Christian faith, 
and we may suspect, witliout any breach of charity or candour, that 
in the hour of savage licence, when every passion was inflamed and 
every restraint was removed, the precepts of the Gospel seldom 
influenced the behaviour of the Gothic Christians. The writers the 
best disposed to exaggerate their clemency have freely confessed that 
a cruel slaughter was made of the Romans, and that the streets of 
the city were filled with dead bodies, which remained without burial 
during the general consternation. The despair of the citizens was 
sometimes converted into fury ; and whenever the barbarians were 
provoked by opposition, they extended the promiscuous massacre 
to the feeble, the innocent, and the helpless. The private revenge 
of 40,000 slaves was exercised without pity or remorse ; and the 
ignominious lashes which they had formerly received were washed 
away in the blood of the guilty or obnoxious families. In the 
pillage of Rome a just preference was given to gold and jewels, 
which contain the greatest value in the smallest compass and weight ; 
but, after these portable riches had been removed by the more dili- 
gent robbers, the palaces of Rome were rudely stripped of their 
splendid and costly furniture. The sideboards of massy plate, and 
the variegated wardrobes of silk and purple, were irregularly piled 
in the waggons that always followed the march of a Gothic army. 
The most exquisite works of art were roughly handled or wantonly 
destroyed : many a statue was melted for the sake of the precious 
materials ; and many a vase, in the division of the spoil, was 
shivered into fragments by the stroke of a battle-axe. The edifices 
of Rome, though the damage has been much exaggerated, received 
some injury from the violence of the Goths. At their entrance 
through the Salarian gate they fired the adjacent houses to guide 
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their march and to distract the attention of the citizens ; the flames, 
which encountered no obstacle in the disorder of the night, consumed 
many private and public buildings, and the ruins of the palace of 
Sallust remained in the age of Justinian a stately monument of the 
Gothic conflagration. 

§ 15. The retreat of the victorious Goths, who evacuated Home 
on the sixth day, might be the result of prudence, but it was not 
surely the effect of fear. At the head of an army encumbered with 
rich and weighty spoils, their intrepid leader advanced along the 
Appian Way into the southern provinces of Italy, destroying what- 
ever dared to oppose his passage, and contenting himself with the 
plunder of the unresisting country. Above four years elapsed from 
the successful invasion of Italy by the arms of Alaric, to the volun- 
tary retreat of the Goths under the conduct of his successor Adoli)hus 
(a.d. 408-412) ; and, during the whole time, they reigned witliout 
control over a country which, in the opinion of the ancients, had 
united all the various excellences of nature and art. Each soldier 
claimed an ample portion of the substantial plenty, the corn and 
cattle, oil and wine, that was daily collected, and consumed in the 
Gothic camp ; and the principal warriors insulted the villas and 
gardens, once inhabited by Lucullus and Cicero, along the beauteous 
coast of Campania. Their trembling captives, the sons and daughters 
of Roman senators, presented, in goblets of gold and gems, large 
draughts of Falernian wine to the haughty victors, who stretched 
their huge limbs under the shade of plane-trees, artificially disposed 
to exclude the scorching rays, and to admit the genial warmth, of 
the sun. These delights were enhanced by the memory of past 
hardships : the comparison of their native soil, the bleak and barren 
hills of Scythia, and the frozen banks of the Elbe and Danube 
added new charms to the felicity of the Italian climate. 

Whether fame, or conquest, or riches were the object of Alaric, 
he pursued that object with an indefatigable ardour wliich could 
neither be quelled by adversity nor satiated by success. No soonci: 
had he readied the extreme land of Italy than he was attracted by 
the neighbouring prospect of the fertile and peaceful island of Sicily. 
But as soon as the first division of the Goths had embarked to cross 
the straits of Rhegium and Messina, a sudden tempest arose, which 
sunk or scattered many of the transports ; their courage was daunted 
by the terrors of a new element ; and the whole design was defeated 
by the premature death of Alaric, which ^fixed, after a short illness, 
the fatal term of his conquests. The ferocious character of the bar- 
barians was displayed in the funeral of a hero whose valour and 
fortune they celebrated with mournful applause. By the labour of 
a captive multitude they forcibly diverted the course of the Basen- 
tius, a small river that washes the walls of Consentia. The royal 
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sepulchre, adorned with the splendid spoils and trophies of Rome, 
was constructed in the vacant bed ; the waters were then restored 
to their natural channel ; and the secret spot where the remains of 
Alaric had been deposited was for ever concealed by the inhuman 
massacre of the prisoners who had been employed to execute the 
work (a. d. 410). 

§ 16. The personal animosities and hereditary feuds of the barba- 
rians were suspended by the strong necessity of their affairs ; and 
the brave Adolphus, the brother-in-law of the deceased monarch, 
was unanimously elected to succeed to his throne. The new king 
seriously negotiated with the Imperial court a treaty of friendship 
and alliance, and offered to employ the sword of the Goths against 
the tyrants and barbarians who infested tlie provinces beyond the 
Alps. The ministers of Honorius readily accepted his services ; and 
Adolplins, assuming the character of a Roman general, directed his 
march from the extremity of Campania to the southern provinces of 
Gaul (a.d. 412). His troops, either by force or agreement, imme- 
diately occupied the cities of Karbonno, Toulouse, and Bordeaux ; 
and they soon extended their quarters from the Mediterranean to 
the ocean. The professions of Adolphus were probably sincere, and 
his attachment to the cause of the republic was secured by the 
ascendant which a Roman imncess had acquired over the heart and 
understanding of the barbarian king. Placidia, the daughter of the 
great Theodosius, had been taken prisoner by Alaric, and though 
she was exposed to the disgrace of following round Italy the motions 
of a Gothic camp, she experienced a decent and respectful treat- 
ment. The Gothic king aspired to call himself the brother of the 
emperor ; and though the ministers of Honorius rejected with dis- 
dain the proposal of an alliance so injurious to every sentiment of 
Roman pride, the daughter of Theodosius submitted without re- 
luctance to the wishes of the conqueror (a. d. 414), 

§ 17. It would be tedious to narrate the revolutions of Gaul. Con- 
stantine, as we have already seen (§ 10), had made himself master 
of the country in 407, and continued to hold possession of it till 411. 
He was succeeded by other usurpers, and the last were connuered 
by Adolphus, who had the satisfaction of restoring Gaul to the obe- 
dience of his brother Honorius (a. d. 414). Peace was incompatible 
with the situation and temper of the king of the Goths ; and he 
readily accepted the proposal of turning his victorious arms against 
the barbarians of Spain. In a.d. 409, the Vandals and other barba- 
rians, who had followed the standard of Radagaisus, invaded Spain, 
and revelled almost without interruption for the next five years in 
the riches of the unhappy country. In a. d. 41 4, Adolphus marched 
into Spain, but he was assassinated in the following year. His de- 
signs were carried out by his s\iccessor Wallia, who in the course of 
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three campaigns conquered the Vandals, and again annexed Spain 
to the empire of Honoriua. 

In A.D. 418, the Goths returned to Gaul, and received from 
Honorius the grant of the second Aquitain, a maritime province 
between the Garonne and the Loire, under the civil and ecclesias- 
tical jurisdiction of Bordeaux. The Gothic limits were enlarged 
by the additional gift of some neighbouring dioceses ; and the suc- 
cessors of Alaric fixed their royal residence at Toulouse, which in- 
cluded five populous quarters, or cities, within the spacious circuit 
of its walls. 

§ 18. Whilst Italy was ravaged by the Goths, and a succession 
of feeble tyrants oppressed the provinces beyond the Alps, the 
British island separated itself from the body of the Roman empire. 
The regular forces which guarded that remote province had been 
gradually withdrawn ; and Britain was abandoned, without defence, 
to the Saxon pirates and the savages of Ireland and Caledonia. Tho 
Britons, reduced to this extremity, no longer relied on the tardy and 
doubtful aid of a declining monarchy. They assembled in arms, 
repelled the invaders, and rejoiced in the important discovery of 
their own strength. ' Afflicted by similar calamities, and actuated 
by the same spirit, the Armorican provinces (a name which compre- 
hended the maritime countries of Gaul between the Seine and the 
Loire) resolved to imitate the example of the neighbouring island. 
They expelled the Roman magistrates, who acted under the autho- 
rity of the usurper Constantine ; and a free government was esta- 
blished among a people who had so long been subject to the arbitrary 
will of a master. The independence of Britain and Armorica was 
soon confirmed by Honorius himself, the lawful emperor of the 
West. After the usurpers of Gaul had successively fallen, the ma- 
ritime provinces were restored to the empire. Yet their obedience 
was imperfect and precarious ; and Annorica, though it could not 
long maintain the form of a republic, was agitated by frequent and 
destructive revolts. Britain was irrecoverably lost. But as the 
emperors wisely acquiesced in the independence of a remote pro- 
vince, the separation was not embittered by the reproach of tyranny 
or rebellion ; and the claims of allegiance and protection were suc- 
ceeded by the mutual and voluntary offices of national friendship. 
This revolution dissolved the artificial fabric of civil and military 
government ; and the independent country, during a period of forty 
years (a. d. 409-449), till the descent of the Saxons, was ruled by 
the authority of the clergy, the nobles, and the municipal towns. 

§ 19. Honorius died in a. d. 423, after an inglorious reign of 29 
years ; but the events which followed his death will be narrated in 
a subsequent chapter. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

THE EASTERN EMPIRE DURING THE REIGNS OF ARCADIUS AND 
THEODOSIUS II. 

§ 1. The empire of the East § 2. Government and death of Eutropius. 
§ 3. Kevolt and death of Gainas. § 4. Election and merit of Chrysostom. 
§ 5. First banishment of Chrysostom. § 6» Second banishment of Chry-< 
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sostom. § 7. Death of Arcadius : accession of Theodosius II. : character 

and administration of Pulcheria. § 8. Ciiaracter and adventures of the 

empress Eudocia. § 9. Division of Armenia. 

§ 1. The division x)f the Koman world between the sons of Theo- 
dosius marks the final establishment of the empire of the East, 
which, from the reign of Arcadius to the taking of Constantinople 
by the Turks, subsisted 1058 years in a state of premature and per- 
petual decay (a. d. 395-1453). The sovereign of that empire 
assumed and obstinately retained the vain, and at length fictitious, 
title of Emperor of the Romans ; and the hereditary ai)penations of 
C.ESAB and Augustus continued to declare that he was the legiti- 
mate successor of the first of men, who had reigned over the first of 
nations. The successors of Constantine established their perpetual 
residence in the royal city which he had erected on the verge of 
Europe and Asia. Inaccessible to the menaces of their enemies, and 
perhaps to the complaints of their people, they received with each 
wind the tributary productions of every climate ; while the impreg- 
nable strength of their capital continued for ages to defy the hostile 
attempts of the barbarians. Their dominions were bounded by the 
Adriatic and the Tigris ; and the whole interval of twenty-five days’ 
navigation, which separated the extreme cold of Scythia from the 
torrid zone of Ethiopia, was comprehended within the limits of the 
empire of the East. The populous countries of that empire were 
the seat of art and learning, of luxury and wealth ; and the inlia- 
bitants, who had assumed the language and* manners of Greeks, 
styled themselves, with some appearance of truth, the most enlight- 
ened and civilised portion of the human species. The form of 
government was a pure and simple monarchy ; the name of the 
Roman Republic, which so long preserved a faint ti’adition of free- 
dom, was confined to the Latin provinces ; and the princes of Con- 
stantinople measured their greatness by the servile obedience of their 
people. 

§ 2. The first events of the reigns of Arcadius and Honorius are 
so intimately connected, that the rebellion of the Goths and the fall 
of Rufinus have already claimed a place in the history of the West. 
It has already been observed that Eutropius, one of the principal 
eunuchs of the palace of Constantinople, succeeded the haughty 
minister whose ruin he had accomplished and whose vices ho soon 
imitated. For four years (a. d. 395-399) Eutropius governed and op- 
pressed the empire of the East. Gainas, who had so boldly contrived 
and executed the death of Rufinus, was irritated by the fortune of his 
unworthy successor ; he accused his own dishonourable patience under 
the servile reign of an eunuch ; and secretly persuaded his country- 
man Tribigild to raise the standard of revolt among the Ostrogoths, 
Who had been planted by Theodosius in one of the most fertile dis- 
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tricts of Phrygia. Gainas, who was sent to oppose the Ostrogoths, 
magnified to the Imperial court the valour, the genius, the inex- 
haustible resources of Tribigild, confer sed his own inability to pro- 
secute the wiir, and extorted the permission of negotiating with his 
invincible adversary. Tlie conditions of peace were dictak'd by the 
haughty rebel ; and the percmi)tory demand of the head of Eutropius 
revealed the author and the design of this hostile consjjiracy. The 
weak emperor was persuaded by his fears and by the eloquence of 
his wife Eudoxia to yield to the demands of the victorious barba- 
rian, Eutro])ius took refuge in the sanctuary of the cliurch, ubicli 
the empress Eudoxia was restrained, by her own prejudices or by 
those of her subjects, from violating. Eutroiaus was banished to 
tlie island of Cyprus, but Avas shortly afterwards removed to Chal- 
cedon, and there put to death (a. d. 399). 

§ 3. While this domestic revolution was transacted, Gainas 0 ])enly 
revolted from liis allegiance, and united his forces Avith tliose of Tri- 
bigild. The confederate armies advanced Avithout resistance to the 
straits of the Hellespont and the Bosporus, and Arcadius Avas in- 
structed to preA^ent the loss of his Asiatic dominions by resigning 
his authority and his person to the faith of the barbarians. Gainas 
received the title of master-general of the Homan armies, filled Con- 
stantinople with his troops, and distributed among his det)endents 
tlie honours and rewards of the empire. But during the absence 
of Gainas, the guards and the peoide of Constantinople rose in arms, 
and surprised and killed 7000 of the barbarians, Gainas was de- 
clared a public enemy ; and his countryman Fravitta, who assumed 
the management of the Avar by sea and land, conducted it Avith such 
vigour and success, that Gainas, Avho could no longer aspire to 
govern or to subdue the Romans, determined to resume the inde- 
pendence of a savage life. He advanced by rapid marches through 
the j)lains of Thrace toAvards the Danube ; but his passage was 
barred by the Huns ; and after repeatedly attempting to cut bis way 
through Hie ranks of the enemy, he was slain, with his desperate 
followers, in tlie field of battle. His head Avas sent to Constanti- 
nople (a. d. 401, January); and the public deliverance Avas celebrated 
by festivals and illuminations. The monarch, no longer oppressed 
by any hostile terrors, resigned himself to the mild and absolute do- 
minion of his wife, the fair and artful Eudoxia, who has sullied Jier 
fame by the persecution of St. John Chrysoshjin. 

§ 4. After the death of the indolent Ncctarius, the successor ot 
Gregory Nazianzen, the church of Constantinople Avas distracted by 
the ambition of rival candidates. On this occasion Eutropius seems 
to have deviated fFoin his ordinary maxims ; and his uncovrupted 
judgment was determined only by the superior merit of a stranger. 
In a late journey into the East he had admired the sermons of John, 
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a native and presbyter of Antioch, whose name has been distin- 
guished by the epitliet of Chrysostom, or the Golden Mouth. The 
•unanimous and unsolicited consent of the court, the clergy, and the 
peo])le ratified tlie choice of the minister ; and, both as a saint and 
as an orator, the new archbishop surpassed the sanguine ex]jectations 
of the public (a. d. 398, Feb. 26). Born of a noble and opulent 
family in the cai)ital of Syria, Chrysostom had been educated uiider 
the tuition of the most skilful masters. He studied the art of rlie- 
toric in the school of Libanius ; and that celebrated sophist, who 
soon discovered the talents of his disciple, ingenuously confessed 
that John would have deserved to succeed him had he not been 
stolen away by the Christians. His x^iety soon disposed him to 
receive the sacrament of baptism ; to renounce the lucrative and 
honourable profession of the law ; nnd to bury himself in the adjacent 
desert, where he subdued the lusts of the flesh by an austere penance 
of six years. Ilis infirmities comj)elled him*to return to the society 
of mankind ; but in the midst of his family, and afterwards on the 
archicxnscopal throne, Chrysostom still x)crsevercd in the practice of 
the monastic virtues. The ample revenues, which his ])rcdccessors 
had consumed in pomp and luxury, ho diligently applied to the 
establishment of hospitals ; and the multitudes who were sup|X)rtcd 
by his charity preferred the eloquent and edifying discourses of their 
archbishop to the amusements of the theatre or thfj circus. The 
monuments of that eloquence, which was admired near twenty years 
at Antioch and Constantinople, have l)ecn carefully preserved ; and 
the i)osscssion of near one thousand sermons or homilies has autho- 
rised the critics of succeeding times to appreciate the genuine merit 
of Chrysostom. 

§ 5. The pastoral labours of the archbishop of Constantinoxde 
provoked and gradually united against him two sorts of enemies ; 
the aspiring clergy, who envied his success, and the ministers and 
ladies of the court, who were otfended by his reproofs. The secret 
resentment of the court, and especially of the empress Eudoxia, 
encouraged the discontent of the clergy and monks of Constanti- 
nople, who were too hastily reformed by the fervent zeal of their arch- 
bishop.* The ecclesiastical conspiracy was managed by Theophilus, 
archbishop of Alexandria, who had been exasperated by some per- 
sonal disputes with Chrysostom himself. By the private invitation 
of the empress, TheopHlus landed at Constantinople, with a stout 
body of Egyptian mariners, to encounter the populace ; and a train 
of dependent bishops, to secure by their voices the majority of a 
synod. The synod was convened in the suburb of Chalccdon ; a 
bishop and a deacon accused the archbishop of Constantinople ; hut 
as Chrysostom refused to tiiist either his person or his reputation in 
the hands of his implacable enemies, they condemned his contiima- 
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cious disobedience, and hastily pronounced a sentence of deposition. 
The archbishop was rudely arrested, and conducted through the 
city, by one of the Imperial messengers, who landed him, after a 
short navigation, near the entrance of the Euxine ; from whence, 
before the expiration of two days, he was gloriously recalled (a. i>. 
403). 

§ 6. The first astonishment of his faithful people had been mute 
and passive; they suddenly rose with unanimous and irresistible 
fury. Theophilus escaped, but the promiscuous crowd of monies 
and Egyptian mariners was slaughtered without pity in the streets 
of Constantinople. The torrent of sedition rolled forwards to the 
gates of the palace ; and the emi^ress, agitated by fear or remorse, 
threw herself at the feet of Arcadius, and confessed that the public 
safety could be purchased only by the restoration of Chrysostom. 
The Bosporus was oovei’cd with innumerable vessels ; the shores of 
Europe and Asia were profusely illuminated ; and the acclamations 
of a victorious people accompanied, from the port to the cathedral, 
the triumph of the archbishop. Ignorant, or careless, of the impend- 
ing danger, Chrysostom indulged his zeal, or perhaps his resentment ; 
declaimed with peculiar asperity against female vices ; and con- 
demned the profane honours which were addressed, almost in the 
precincts of St. Sophia, to the statue of the empress. IJis impru- 
dence tempted his enemies to inflame the haughty spirit of Eudoxia, 
by rejwrting, or perhaps inventing, the famous exordium of a sermon, 
“ Herodias is again furious ; Ilerodiaa again dances ; she once more 
requires the head of John an insolent allusion, which, as a woman 
and a sovereign, it was imj)Ossible for her to forgive. The short 
interval of a perfidious truce was eniidoycd to concert more effectual 
measures for the disgrace and ruin of the archbishop. A numerous 
council of the Eastern prelates, who were guided from a distance by 
the advice of Theophilus, confirmed the validity, without examining 
the justice of the former sentence ; and a detachment of barbarian 
troops was introduced into the city, to suppress the emotions of the 
people. On the vigil of Easter the solemn administration of baptism 
was rudely interrupted by the soldiers ; and the fatal day of the 
second and final exile of Chrysostom was marked by the conflagra- 
tion of the cathedml, of the senate-house, and of the adjacent build- 
ings (a. I). 404). Chrysostom was carried to the remote and desolate 
town of Cucusus, among the ridges of Mount Taurus, in the Lesser 
Armenia. After remaining there three years, an order was de- 
spatched for his instant removal to the extreme desert of Pityus : 
and his guards so faithfully obeyed their cruel instructions, that, 
before he reached the sea-ooast of the Euxine, bo expired at Comana, 
in Pontiis, in the 60th year of his age (a. d. 407). The succeeding 
generation acknowledged his innocence and merit. At the pious 
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solicitation of the clergy and people of Constantinople, his relics, 
thirty years after his death, were transported from their obscure 
sepulclire to the royal city (a. d. 438). The emperor Theodosius 
advanced to receive them as far as Chalcedon ; and, falling prosfcvab* 
on the coffin, implored, in the name of his guilty parents, Arcadius 
and Eudoxia, the forgiveness of the injured saint. 

§ 7. Arcadius died in a. d. 408, in the Slst year of his age, after 
a reign (if wc may abuse that word) of 13 years. His son and suc- 
cessor, Theodosius 11., was only 7 years of age ; but the government 
of the Eastern empire was fortunately assumed by the pra^fcct An- 
themius, who obtained, by his superior abilities, a lasting ascendant 
over the minds of his equals. The safety of the young einjicror 
proved the merit and integrity of Anthemius ; and his prudent 
firmness sustained the force and reputation of an infant reign. Hut 
the Romans had so long been accustomed to the authority of a mo- 
narch, that the first, even among the females of the Imperial fimily, 
who displayed any courage or capacity, was permitted to ascend the 
vacant throne of Theodosius. Ilis sister I’ulcheria, who was only 
two years older than himself, received at the age of sixteen the title 
of Augusta ; and she continued to govern the Eastern empire near 
forty years (a. d. 414-453) ; during tlie long minority of her brotlier, 
and after his death in her own name, and in the name of Marcian, 
her nominal husband. Erom a motive cither of prudence or religion, 
she embraced a life of celibacy ; and her sisters Arcadia and Marina 
followed her example. In the }n*esence of tlie clergy and i)coi)lc the 
three daughters of Arcadius dedicated their virginity to God; the 
palace was converted into a monastery ; they renounced the vanity 
of dress, interrupted by frequent fasts their simple and frugal diet, 
and devoted several hours of the day ajid night to the exercises 
of prayer and psalmody. Yet the devotion of Pulcheria never 
diverted her indefatigable attention from temporal affairs ; and she 
alone, among all the descendants of the great Theodosius, appears 
to have inherited any share of his manly spirit and abilities. 
Her deliberations were maturely weighed ; her actions were prompt 
and decisive ; and while she moved without noise or ostentation the 
wheel of government, she directly attributed to the genius of the 
'emperor the long tranquillity of his reign. In the last years of his 
peaceful life Europe was indeed afflicted by the ai’ms of Attila ; but 
the more extensive provinces of Asia still continued to enjoy a pro- 
found and permanent repose. Theodosius the younger was never 
reduced to the disgraceful necessity of encountering and punishing 
a rebellious subject : and since w^e cannot applaud the vigour, some 
praise may be due to the mildness and prosperity, of the administra- 
tion of Pulcheria. 

§ 8. Theodosius himself continued to the hour of his death to bo 
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a cipher in the government. He was never excited to support the 
weight and glory of an illustrious name ; and, instead of aspiring to 
imitate his ancestors, he degenerated (if we may presume to measure 
the degrees of incapacity) below the weakness of his father and his 
uncle. The wife chosen for him by his sister Pulcheria was the 
celebrated Athenais, who had been educated by her father Leontius 
in the religion and sciences of the Greeks. Athenais was easily 
persuaded to renounce the errors of Paganism, received at her baptism 
the Christian name of Eiulocia ; and the royal nuptials "were cele- 
brated amidst the acclamations of the capital and the provinces 
(a. d.421). Jn the following year she bore to the emperor a daughter, 
Eudoxia, who espoused 15 years afterwards Valcntinian HI. the em- 
peror of the West. In the luxury of the palace she still cultivated 
those ingenuous arts which had contributed to her greatness, and 
composed several political works, which were applauded by a servile 
and superstitious ago, and have not been disdained by the candour of 
impartial criticism. At length, unmindful of lier obligations to 
Pulclieria, she ambitiously aspired to the government of the Eastern 
empire : the palace was distracted by female discord ; but the victory 
was at last dc'cidod by the superior ascendant of the sister of I'hco- 
dosius. As soon as the empress perceived that the affection of 
Theodosius was irretrievably lust, she requested the permission of 
retiring to the distant solitude of Jerusalem. She obtained her 
request, but the jealousy of Theodosius, or the vindictive spirit of 
Pulclieria, pursued her in her last retreat ; and Saturninus, count of 
the domestics, was directed to punish with death two ecclesiastics, 
her most favoured servants. Eudocia instantly revenged them by 
tlie assassination of the count ; the furious passions Avhich slic in- 
dulged on this sus])icious occasion seemed to justify the severity of 
Theodosius ; and the empress, ignominiously stripped of the honours 
of her rank, was disgraced, perhaps unjustly, in the eyes of the 
world. The remainder of the life of Eudocia, about 10 years, was 
spent in exile and devotion ; and after a full experience of the vicis- 
situdes of human life, tlio daughter t»f the philosopher Leontius 
expired at Jerusalem, in the G7th year of her age (a. d. 400). 

§ 9. In the reign of Theodosius the kingdom of Armenia was 
finally divided between the Persians and the Homans. It had long 
been alternately o]>]wesscd by its formidable protectors ; and the 
dissensions of the Armenian nobles in the fifth century led to a par- 
tition of their kingdom. The Persians obtained the eastern and 
most extensive portion of the country, the Homans the western pro- 
vince ; and a territorial acquisition, which Augustus might have 
despised, reflected some lustre on the declining empire of the yonngtJt 
Theodosius. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

REIGN OF VALENTINTAN III. 

§ 1. Denth of Honoritis arul accession of Vaeentinian III. to the empire of 
the West. § 2, Administration of Placidia : her two {generals Aetius and 
Boniface: revolt of Boniface. §3. Boniface invites the Vandals : Genseric, 
king of the Vandals, § 4. The Vandals land in Africa : siege of Hippo : 
death of St. Augustin and Boniface. § 5. Coiiijuest of Carthage and 
Africa by the Vandals. § 6. Attila, king of the Huns : his character and 
dominions. § 7. He invades the Eastern empire. § 8. I'reaty of peace 
between Attila and the Eastern empire, § 9. Embassies from and to 
Attila. § 10. Death of Theodosius II. : accession of Marcian to the 
empire of the East, § 11. Character and administration of Aetius. § 12. 
The Visigoths in Gaul under the reign of I'hcodoric. § 13. The Franks in 
Gaul under the Merovingian kings, § 14. The adventures of the princess 
Honoria. § 15. Attila invades Gaul and besieges Orleans. § 16. Battle 
of Chdions. § 17, Invasion of Italy by Attila. § 18. Foundation of the 
republic of Venice. § 19. Attila gives peace to the Homans. § 20. Death 
of Attila. § 21. Destruction of his empire. § 22. Murder of Aetius. 
§ 23. Death of Valenlinian III. 

J 1. During a long and disgraceful reign of 28 years, Honorius, 
emperor of the West, was separated from the friendship of his 
brother, and afterwards of liis nephew, who reigned over the East ; 
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and Constantinople beheld, with apparent indifference and secret 
joy, the calamities of Rome. I’he strange adventures of Placidia 
gradually renewed and cemented the alliance of the two empires. 
The daughter of the great Theodosius had been the captive and the 
queen of the Goths; she lost an affectionate husband; she was 
dragged in chains by his insulting assassin ; she tasted the ph'asure 
of revenge, and was exchanged, in the treaty of peace, for six 
hundred thousand measures of wheat. After her return from Spain 
to Italy, she was married to the general Constantins (a. d. 417), 
who had vanquished the tyrants of Gaul, and she became by him 
the mother of Honoria and Valentinian the Third. In a. d. 421 
Constantius received the title of Augustus, but died in the seventh 
month of his reign. After her husband’s death Placidia exercised 
at first an almost absolute dominion over the mind of her brother ; 
but they afterwards quarrelled ; and Placidia and her children were 
obliged to retire to Constantinople, where they were treated by 
’J'lieodosius with kindness and magnificence. Within a few months 
after the amval of Placidia Iloiiorius died ; and the vacant throne 
was usurped by John, who filled the confidential office of Primi- 
cerius, or principal secretary (a. d. 423). Theodosius sent an army 
into Italy, which easily suppressed the rebellion, and Valentinian 
III. was proclaimed emperor of the West. By the agreement of 
the three females who governed the Roman world, the son of Pla- 
cidia was betrothed to Eudoxia, the daughter of Theodosius and 
Athenais ; and, as soon as the lover and his bride had attained the 
age of puberty, this honourable alliance w^as faithfully accom- 
plished. At the same time, as a compensation, ])crhaps, for the 
expenses of the war, the Western Illyricum was detached from the 
Italian dominions, and yielded to the throne of Constantinople. 
The emperor of the East acejuired the useful dominion of the rich 
and maritime province of Dalmatia, and the dangerous sovereignty 
of Pannonia and Noricum, which liad been filled and ravaged above 
twenty years by a promiscuous crowd of barbarians. Theodosius 
and Valentinian continued to respect the obligations of their public 
and domestic alliance ; hut the unity of the Roman government 
was filially dissolved. By a positive declaration, the validity of all 
future laws was limited to the dominions of their peculiar author, 
unless he should think projier to communicate them, subscribed with 
his own hand, for the aiiprobation of his independent colleague. 

§ 2. Valentinian, when be rcceivetl the title of Augustus, \vas no 
more than six years of age ; and his long minority was intrusted to 
the guardian care of Placidia. The mother of Valentinian was 
Jealous of the power which she was incapable of exercising : she 
reigned twenty-five years, in the name of her son ; and the charac- 
ter of that unworthy emperor gradually countenanced the suspicion 
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that Placidia had enervated his youth by a dissolute education, and 
studiously diverted his attention from every manly and honourable 
pursuit. Amidst the decay of military spirit, her armies were 
commanded by two generals, Aetius and BoniAice, who may be 
deservedly named as the last of the Homans. Their union might 
have supported a sinking empire ; their discord was the fatal and 
immediate cause of the loss of Africa. The abilities of Aetius and 
Boniface might have been usefully employed against the public 
enemies in separate and important commands ; but the experience 
of their past conduct sliould have decided the real favour and con- 
fidence of the empress I’lacidia. In the melancholy season of her 
exile and distress, Boniface alone had maintained her cause with un- 
shaken fidelity ; and the troops and treasures of Africa had essen- 
tially contributed to extinguish the rebellion. The same rebellion 
had been supported by the zeal and activity of Aetius, who brought 
an army of 60,000 Huns from the Danube to the confines of Italy, 
for the service of the usurper. But Aetius possessed an advmjtagc 
of singular moment in a female reign : he was present : he besieged 
with artful and assiduous flattery the ])alacc of Tlavenna ; disguised 
his dark designs with the mask of loyalty and friendship ; and at 
length deceived both his mistress and his absent rival, by a subtle 
conspiracy which a weak woman and a brave man could not easily 
suspect. Tie secretly persuaded Placidia to recall Boniflicc from the 
goverament of Africa ; ho secretly advised Boniface to disobey the 
Imperial summons : to the one, he re]>rescnted the order as a sen- 
tence of death; to the other, he stated the refusal as a signal of 
revolt ; and when the credulous and unsiispcctful count liad armed 
tlio province in liis defence, Aetius applauded his sagacity in fore- 
seeing the rebellion which his own perfidy had excited. Boniface, 
fearing that he should bo unable to withstand the regular forces of 
the West, despatched a trusty friend to the court of Gondcric, king 
of the Vandals, with the proposal of a strict alliance, and the offer 
of an advantageous and perpetual settlement. 

§ 3. After the retreat- of the Goths from Spain,* the Vandals soon 
regained possession of a considerable part of the country. They 
readily accepted tlie invitation which they received from Count 
Boniface, and the death of Gondcric served only to forward and 
animate the bold enterprise. In the room of a prince not con- 
spicuous for any superior powers of the mind or body, they acquired 
his bastard brother, the terrible Genscric ; a name which in the 
destruction of the Roman empire has deserved an equal rank with 
the names of Alaric and Attila. The king of the Vandals is de- 
scribed to have been of a middle stature, with a lameness in one 
leg, which ho had contracted by an accidental fall from his horse, 

♦ Seo pp. 237, 238. 
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His slow and cautious speech seldom declared the deep purposes of 
his soul: he disdained to imitate the luxury of the vanquished, but 
he indulged the sterner passions of anger and revenge. The am- 
bition of Uenserio was without bounds and without scruples, and 
the warrior could dexterously employ the dark engines of policy to 
solicit the allies wlio might be useful to his success, or to scatter 
among his enemies the seeds of hatred and contention. The vessels 
wliich transported the Vandals over the modern straits of Gibraltar, 
a chaiuiel only twelve miles in breadth, Avere furnished by the 
Spaniards, who anxiously wislied their dei)arture, and by the African 
general, who had implored their formidable assistance. 

§ 4. Genseric landed in Africa in a. d. 429, with 50,000 effective 
men. Ilis numbers were soon increased by the Moors, whom the 
Romans had driven out of their native country, and by the Dona- 
tists, Avliorn the Oatliolics had persecuted Avith cruel sevwity. The 
friends of J3onifacc, avIio still believed that his criminal behaviour 
might be excused by some honourable motive, solicited, during the 
absence of Aetius, a free conference Avitli the Count of Africa ; and 
Darius, an otliccr of high distinction, Avas named for the important 
embassy. In tlieir first interview at Cartlinge, tlie imaginary pro- 
vocations were mutually explained, the oj)positc letters of Aetius 
Avere produced and compared, and the fraud was easily detected. 
Placidia and Honifiice lamented their fiihil error, and the count had 
sufficient magnanimity to confide in the forgiveness of his sove- 
reign, or to expose his head to her future resentment. His repent- 
ance was fervent and sincere; but he soon discovered that it Avas no 
longer in his poAver to restore the edifice Avhich be had shaken to its 
foundations. Carthage and the Roman garrisons returned with their 
general to the allegiance of Valeri tiiiian, but tlic rest of Africa Avas 
still distracted Avith Avar and fiictioii ; and the inexorable king of the 
Vandals, disdaining all terms of accommodation, sternly refused to 
reliucpiish the possession of his prey. 1 he baud of veterans who 
marched under the standard of Boniface, and his liasty levies of 
provincial troops, Avere defeated with considerable loss; tlie vic- 
torious barbarians laid waste the open country Avitli fire and SAVord ; 
and Carthage, Cirta, and Hippo Regius, avcvc the only cities that 
appeared to rise above the general inundation. Boniface retired 
into Hippo Regius, Avliere he was immediately besieged by an 
enemy Avho considered him as the real bulwark of Africa. Tlic 
military labours and anxious reflections of Boniface were alleviated 
by the edifying conversation of his friend St. Augustin ; till that 
bishop, the light and pillar of the catholic church, Avas gently re- 
leased, in the third month of the siege and in the 76th year of his 
age, from the actual and the impending calamities of his country 

A. n. 430). By the skill of Boniface, and perhaps by the ignorance 
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of the Vandals, tlie siege of Hippo was protracted above fourteen 
montiis : the sea was continually open ; and when the adjacent 
country had been exhausted by irregular rapine, the besiegers them- 
selves were compelled by famine to relinquish their enterprise. The 
importance and danger of Africa were deeply felt by the regent of 
the West. Placidia implored the assistance of her Eastern ally; 
and the Italian fleet and army were reinforced by Aspar, who sailed 
from Constantinople with a powerful annanicnt. As soon as the 
force of the two (impires was united under the command of Boni- 
face, he boldly marched against the Vandals; and the loss of a 
second battle irretrievably decided the fate cf Africa, lie em- 
barked with the precipitation of despair ; and the people of Ilip]io 
were permitted, with their families and clTccts, to occupy the vacant 
place of the soldiers, the greatest part of whom were cither slain or 
made prisoners by the Vandals. The count, whose fatal credulity 
had wounded the vitals of the republic, might enter the j^alace of 
Havenna with some anxiety, which was soon removed by the smiles 
of Placidia. Boniface accepted with gratitude the rank of patrician 
and the dignity of master-general of the Homan armies. The dis- 
covery of his fraud, the displeasure of U^e empress, and the distin- 
guished favour of his rival, exasperated the haughty and perfidious 
soul of Aetius. He hastily returned from Gaul to Italy, with a 
retinue, or rather with an army of baibarian followers ; and such 
was the weakness of the government, that the two generals decided 
their private quarrel in a bloody battle. Boniface was successful ; 
but he received in the conflict a mortal wound from the spear of his 
adversary, of which ho exj)ircd within a few days (a. d. 432). 
Aetius was proclaimed a rebel by the justice of Placidia, and re- 
tired into Pannonia, to the tents of his faithful Huns. "I'lie republic 
was deprived by their mutual discord of the service of her two most 
illustrious champions. 

§ 5. It might naturally be expected, after the retreat of Boniface, 
that the Vandals would achieve without resistance or delay the con- 
quest of Africa. Eight years however elapsed from the evacuation 
of Hippo to the reduction of Carthage. The throne of Genseric was 
encompassed with domestic enemies, who accused the baseness of his 
birth and asserted the legitimate claims of his nephews, the sons of 
Gonderic. As he advanced towards Carthage he was forced to with- 
draw his troops from the Western provinces ; the sea-coast was exposed 
to the naval enterprises of the Romans of Spain and Italy ; and, in 
the heart of Numidia, the strong inland city of Cirta still persisted 
in obstinate independence. These difficulties were gradually sub- 
dued by the spirit, the perseverance, and the cruelty of Genseric ; 
who alternately applied the arts of peace and war to the establish- 
ment of his African kingdom. He subscribed a solemn treaty. 
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with the hope of deriving some advantage from the term of its con- 
tinuance and the moment of its violation. The vigilance of his 
enemies was relaxed by the protestations of friendship which cod- 
ccaled his hostile approach ; and Carthage was at length surprised 
by the Vandals, 585 years after the destruction of the city and 
republic by the younger Scipio (a. d. 439). 

§ G. The Western world was oppressed by the Goths and Van- 
dals, who fled before the Uuns ; but the achievements of the Huns 
Ihemselves were not adequate to their power and prosperity. Their 
victorious hordes had spread from the Volga to the Danube; but the 
public force was exliausted by the discord of independent chieftains ; 
their valour was idly consumed in obscure and predatory excur- 
sions ; and they often degraded their national dignity, by conde- 
scending, for the hopes of spoil, to enlist under the banners of their 
fugitive enemies. In the reign of Attila the Huns again became 
the terror of the world ; and I shall now describe the character and 
actions of that formidable barbarian, who alternately insulted and 
invaded the East and the West, and urged the rapid downfall of the 
Homan empire. 

Attila, the son of Mim(\^uk, deduce! his noble descent from the 
ancient Huns, who had formerly contended with the monarch s of 
China. His features boro the stamp of his national origin ; and the 
portrait of Attila exhibits the genuine deformity of a modern Cal- 
muck ; a large head, a swarthy complexion, small deep-seated eyes, 
a flat nose, a few hairs in the place of a beard, broad shoulders, and 
a short square body, of nervous strength, though of a disprojjortioned 
form. The haughty step and demeanour of the king of the Huns 
expressed the consciousness of liis suixn’iority alxjve the rest of 
mankind ; and he had a custom of fici*ccly rolling his C3^es, as if he 
wished to enjoy the tenor which he inspired. He gradually con- 
centrated upon himself the awe and fear of the whole ancient world, 
which ultimately expressed itself by affixing to his name the well- 
known epithet of the Scourge of God. Yet this savage hero was 
not inaccessible to pity ; his suppliant enemies might confide in the 
assurance of peace or pardon ; and Attila was considered by his 
subjects as a just and indulgent master. The religious arts of 
Attila were skilfully adapted to the character of his age and cemntry. 
The Scythians worshipped the god of war under the symbol of an 
iron ci meter. One of the shepherds of the Huns ])erceived that a 
heifer, who> was grazing, had wounded herself in the foot, and 
curiously followed the track of the blood, till he discovered, among 
the long grass, the point of an ancient sword, which he dug out of 
the ground and presented to Attila. That prince accepted, with 
pious gratitude, this celestial favour ; and, as the rightful possessor 
of the sword of Mars^ asserted his divine and indefeasible claim to 
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the dominion of the earth. His brother Bleda, who reigned over a 
considerable part of the nation, was compelled to resign his sceptre 
and his life. Yet even this cruel act was attributed to a supernatural 
impulse ; and the vigour with which Attila wielded the sword of 
Mars convinced the world that it had been reserved alone for his 
invincible arm. 

The dominions of Attila included the two mighty kingdoms of 
Germany and Scythia ; and he might aspire to the title of supreme 
and sole monarch of the barbarians. His empire extended from the 
Baltic on the north to the Danube on the south ; and from the 
Rhine on the west to the Volga on the east. In the proud review of 
the nations who acknowledged the sovereignty of Attila, and who 
never entertained, during his lifetime, the thought of a revolt, the 
Gepidas and the Ostrogoths were distingirished by their numbers, 
their bravery, and the personal merit of their chiefs. The crowd of 
vulgar kings, the leaders of so many martial tribes, who served 
under the standard of Attila, were ranged in the submissive order of 
guards and domestics round the person of their master. In time of 
peace, the dependent princes, with their national troops, attended 
the royal camp in regular succession ; buj^ when Attila collected his 
military force, he was able to bring into the field an army of five, 
or, according to another account, of seven hundred thousand bar- 
barians. 

§ 7. The career of Attila divides itself into two parts. The first 
(a. d. 441 — 450) consists of the ravage of the Eastern empire 
between the Euxinc and the Adriatic, and of the negotiations with 
Theodosius. The second (a. d. 450 — 453) consists .of the invasion 
of the Western empire. 

When Attila crossed the Danube the Illyrian frontier was covered 
by a line of castles and fortresses ; but these slight obstacles were 
instantly swept away by the inundation of the Huns. The whole 
breadth of Europe, as it extends above 500 miles from the Euxine 
to the Adriatic, was at once invaded, and occupied, and desolated, by 
the myriads of barbarians whom Attila led into the field. 1’lie 
])ublic danger and distress could not, however, provoke Theodosius 
to appear in person at the head of the Roman legions. But the 
troojjs which had been sent against Genseric were hastily recalled 
from Sicily ; the garrisons, on the side of Persia, were exhausted ; 
and a military force was collected in Europe, formidable by their 
aims and numbers, if the generals had understood the science of 
command, and their soldiers the duty of obedience. The armies of 
the Eastern empire were vanquished in three successive engage- 
ments ; and the progress of Attila may be traced by the fields of 
battle. The two former, on the banks of the Utus, and under the 
wall^. of Marcianopolis, were fought in the extensive plains between 
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tho Danube and Mount Heemus. As the Romans were pressed by 
a victorious enemy, they gradually, and unskilfully, retired towards 
the Chersonesus of Thrace; and that narrow i)eninsula, the last 
extremity of the land, was marked by their third, and irre])arable 
defeat. By the destruction of this army, Attila acquired the indis- 
putable possession of the field. From the lIellcsi)ont to Thermo- 
pylae and the suburbs of Constantinople, he ravaged, without 
resistance and without mercy, the provinces of Tiirace and Mace- 
donia. I’lieodosius, lus court, and the unwarlike people, were 
protected by the walls of Constantinople ; but the words the most 
expressive of total extirpation and erasure are apjjlied to the cala- 
mities which he inflicted on 70 cities of the empire. 

§ 8. Theodosius was reduced to solicit the clemency of Attila, 
who imperiously dictated these harsh and humiliating conditions 
of peace. I. The emperor of the Fast resigned, by an express or 
tacit convention, an extensive and important territory which 
stretched along the southern banks of the Danube, from Singidiinum, 
or Belgrade, as far as Nova^, in the diocese of Thrace. 11. The king 
of tho Ilims required and obtained that bis tribute or subsidy should 
be augmented from 700 pounds of gold to the annual sum of 2100 ; 
and ho stipulated the immediate payment of GOOO pounds of gold 
to defray tho expenses, or to expiate the guilt, of the war. 111. He 
further required that the Huns who had been taken prisoners in 
war should bo released without delay and without ransom; that 
every Roman captive who had presumed to escape should ])urchaso 
liis right of freedom at the price of 12 pieces of gold ; and that all 
tho barbarians who had deserted the standard of Attila should be 
restored without any promise or stipulation of pardon. In tlie ex- 
ecution of this cruel and ignominious treaty the Imperial ofticers 
were forced to massacre several loyal and noble deserters who 
refused to devote themselves to certain death; and the Romans 
forfeited all reasonable claims to the friendship of any Fcythian 
people by this XAiblic confession that they wore destitute either of 
faith or }X)wer to j^rotect the suppliant who had embraced the throne 
of Theodosius. 

§ 9. It would have been strange, indeed, if Theodosius had pur- 
chased, by the loss of honour, a secure and solid tranquillity, or if 
his tameness had not invited the repetition of injuries. The By- 
zantine court was insulted by five or six successive embassies ; and 
the ministers of Attila were uniformly instructed to press the tardy 
or imperfect execution of the last treaty ; to produce the names of 
fugitives and deserters who were still protected by the empire ; and to 
declai*e that, unless their sovereign obtained complete and immediate 
satisfaction, it would be impossible for him, were it even his wish, to 
ahfick the resentment of his warlike tribes. The Byzantine court 
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determined to send an embassy for the purpose of reconciling the 
angry spirit of the king of the Huns. Maximin, a respectable 
courtier, wliose abilities had been long exercised in civil and mili- 
tary employments, accepted with reluctance this troublesome, and 
jxjrhaps dangerous commission; but the secret of the embassy, a 
fatal and guilty secret, was intrusted only to the interpreter Vi- 
gilius. The two last ambassadors of the Huns, Orestes, a noble 
subject of the Pannonian province, and Edecon, a valiant chieftain 
of the tribe of the Scirri, returned at the same time from Con- 
stantinople to tlie royal camp. Their obscure names .were after- 
wards illustrated by tlie extraordinary fortune and the contrast 
of their sons : the two servants of Attila became the fathers of 
the last Homan emiieror of the VV’est, and of the first barbarian king 
of Italy. 

When Attila first gave audience to the Roman ambassadors on 
the banks of the Danube, his tent was encompassed Avith a formi- 
dable guard. The monarch himself was seated in a wooden chair. 
His stern countenance, angry gestures, and impatient tone, astonished 
the firmness of Maximin ; but Vigilius had more reason to tremble, 
since he distinctly understood the menace, that if the Homans 
did not resj^ect the law of nations, he would nail the deceitful inter- 
preter to a cross, and leave his body to the vultures. The barbarian 
condescended, by producing an accurate list, to expose the bold 
falsehood of Vigilius, who had affirmed that no moi'e than 17 de- 
serters could be found. He dismissed, however, Maximin and the 
interpreter,, who returned to Constantinople with his peremptory 
demand of more complete restitution, and a more sjilendid embassy. 

Wlien Edccon visited Constantinople, the surprise and satisfaction 
with which he contemplated the splendour of the city encouraged the 
interpreter Vigilius to procure for him a secret interview with tlie 
eunuch Chrysaphins, who governed the emperor and the empire. 
After some previous conversation, and a mutual oath of secrecy, the 
eunuch ventured to propose the death of Attila, as an important 
service, by wbich Edccon might deserve a liberal share of the wealth 
and luxury which he admired. The ambassador of the Huns lis- 
tened to the tempting offer ; and professed, with apparent zeal, his 
ability, as well as readiness, to execute the bloody deed : the design 
was communicated to the master of the offices, and the devout 
Theodosius consented to the assassination of his invincible enemy. 
But this perfidious consinracy was defeated by the dissimulation, or 
the repentance, of Edecon, who assumed the merit of an early and 
voluntary, confession. If we now review the embassy of Maximin 
and the behaviour of Attila, we must applaud the barbarian, who 
respected the laws of hospitality, and generously entertained and 
dismissed the minister of a prince who had conspired against his 
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life. But the rashness of Vigilius will appear still more extraordi- 
nary, since he returned, conscious of his guilt and danger, to the 
royal camp, accompanied by his son, and carrying with^ him a 
weighty purse of gold, which the favourite eunuch had lurnished, to 
satisfy the demands of Edecon and to corrupt the fidelity of the 
guards. The interpreter was instantly seized and dragged before 
the tribunal of Attila, where he asserted his innocence with specious 
firmness, till the threat of inflicting instant death on his son ex- 
torted from him a sincere discovery of the criminal transaction. 
Under the name of ransom, or confiscation, the rapacious king of 
the Huns accepted pounds of gold for the life of a traitor whom 
he disdained to punish. He pointed his just indignation against a 
nobler object. His ambassadors, Eslaw and Orestes, were imme- 
diately despatched to Constantinople with instructions to demand 
the head of Chrysaphius, and boldly to reprove the emperor for con- 
spiring against the life of his master, A solemn embassy, armed 
with full powers and magnificent gifts, was hastily sent by Theo- 
dosius to deprecate the wrath of Attila. He condescended to meet 
the ambassadors on the hanks of the river Drenco ; and though he 
at first affected a stern and haughty demeanour, his anger was 
insensibly mollified by their eloquence and liberality. He con- 
descended to pardon the emperor, the eunuch, and the interpreter ; 
and resigned a large territory, to the south of the Danube, which 
he had already exhausted of its wealth and inhabitants. But this 
treaty was purchased at an expense which might have supix)rted a 
vigorous and successful war ; and the subjects of Theodosius were 
compelled to redeem the safety of a worthless favourite by op- 
pressive taxes which they w^ould more cheerfully have paid for his 
destruction. 

§ 10. '^riie emperor Theodosius did not long survive the most 
humiliating circumstance of an inglorious life. As he was riding 
or hunting in the neighbourhood of Constantinople, he was thrown 
from his horse into the river I^ycus, and he expired some days after- 
wards, in the 50th year of his age, and the 43rd of his reign (a. n. 
450, July 28). Ilia sister Pulcheria was unanimously proclaimed 
empress of the East ; and the Romans, for the first time, submitted 
to a female reign. Amidst the general acclamations of the clergy 
and people, the empress did not forget the prejudice and disadvantage 
to which her sex was exposed ; and she wisely resolved to prevent 
their murmurs by the choice of a colleague who would always 
respect the superior rank and virgin chastity of his wife. She gave 
her hand to Mercian, a senator, about 60 years of age ; and the 
nominal husband of Pulcheria was solemnly invested with the 
Imperial purple. 

§ 11. In A. D. 450 the king of the Huns prepared to invade Gaul ; 
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Lilt the particular motives and provocations of Attila can only bo 
exjjlained by the state of the Western empire under the reimi of 
Valentinian, or, to speak more correctly, under the administration 
of Aetius. 

After tlio death of his rival Boniface, Aetius had prudently 
retired to the tents of the Huns ; and he was indebted to their 
alliance for his safety and his restoration. Instead of the suppliant 
language of a J:;uilty exile, he solicited his pardon at the head of 
60,000 barbarians ; and the empress Placidia confessed, hy a feeble 
resistance, tliat the condescension wliich might have been ascribed 
to clemency was the effect of weakness or fear. She delivered lier- 
sclf, her son Valentinian, and the Western empire, into the hands 
of an insolent subject, ivho assumed, with the title of master of the 
cavalry and infantry, the whole military power of tlic state. His 
]u-udenco, rather than his virtue, engaged liim to leave the grandson 
of Theodosius in the possession of the puri)le ; and Valentinian was 
pemiitted to enjoy the peace and luxury of Italy, while the patrician 
appeared in the glorious light of a hero and a patriot, who supported 
near twenty years the ruins of the Western empire. The bar- 
barians, who had seated themselves in the Western provinces, were 
insensibly taught to respect the faith and valour of the patrician 
Aetius. A seasonable treaty which he concluded with Genseric 
protected Italy from the depredations of the Vandals ; the inde- 
pendent Britons implored and acknowledged his salutary aid ; the 
Imperial authority was restored and maintained in Gaul and Spain ; 
and he compelled the Franks and the Suevi, whom lie had van- 
cpiislied in the field, to become the useful confederates of the 
republic. From a principle of interest, as well as gratitude, Aetius 
assiduously cultivated the alliance of the Huns. While he resided 
in their tents as a hostage or an exile, he liad familiarly conversed 
with Attila himself : and the two famous antagonists appear to have 
been connected by a personal and military friendship, which they 
afterwards confirmed by mutual gifts, frequent embassies, and the 
education of Carpilio, the son of Aetius, in the camp of Attila. The 
valour and prudence of Aetius had not, however, saved the Western 
Bomaiis from the common ignominy of tribute. Yet liis dexterous 
policy prolonged the advantages of a salutary peace ; and a numerous 
army of Huns and Alani, whom he had attached to his person, was 
employed in the defence of Gaul. 

§ 12. The kingdom established hy the Visigoths in the southern 
provinces of Gaul had gradually acquired strength and maturity ; 
and the conduct of those ambitious barbarians, cither in peace or 
war, engaged the perpetual vigilance of Aetius. After the death of 
Wallia, the Gothic sceptre devolved to Tlieodoric, the son of the 
great Alaric; and his prosperous reign of more than 80 years 
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(a. d. 419-451) over a turbulent people may be allowed to prove 
that his prudence was supported by uncommon vigour, both of 
mind and body. Thcodoric appears to have deserved the love of his 
subjects, the confidence of his allies, and the esteem of mankind. 
His throne was surrounded by six valiant sons, who were educated 
with equal care in the exercises of the barbarian cain[) and in those 
of the Gallic schools : from the study of the Roman jurisprudence 
tliey acquired tlic theory, at least, of law and justice ; and the har- 
monious sense of Virgil contributed to soften the asperity of their 
native manners. The two daughters of the Gothic king were given 
in marriage to the eldest sons of the kings of the Suevi and of the 
Vandals, who reigned in Spain and Africa : but these illustrious 
alliances were pregnant with guilt and d’seord. The queen of the 
Suevi bewailed the death of an husband, inhumanly massacred by 
her brother. The princess of the Vandals was the victim of a jealous 
tyrant, whom she called her father. Tlie cruel Genscric suspected 
that his son’s wife had conspired to poison him ; the sui)posed 
crime was punished by the ami)utation of her nose and cars ; and 
the unhappy daughter of Thcodoric was ignominiously returned to 
the court of Toulouse in that deformed and mutilated condition. 
'Thcodoric resolved to take revenge; Aetius would have supplied 
tlie Goths with arms, and ships, and treasures, for the African war; 
and tlie cruelty of Genscric miglit have been fatal to himself, if the 
artful Vandal had not armed, in his cause, the formidable power of 
the Huns. His rich gifts and pressing solicitations inllamcd the 
ambition of Attila ; and the designs of Aetius and Tlicodoric were 
prevented by the invasion of Gaul. 

§ 13. The Franks, whose monarchy was still confined to the 
neighbourhood of the Lower Rhine, had wisely established the right 
of hereditary succession in the noble family of the Merovingians 
(a. d. 420-451). These princes were elevated on a buckler, the 
symbol of military command ; and the royal fashion of long hair 
was the ensign of their birth and dignity. Clodion, the first of 
their long-haired kings whose name and actions are mentioned in 
authentic history, held his residence at Dispargum, a village or 
fortress, whose place may Ixj assigned between Louvain and Rrussels. 
He conquered the second Bclgic province, and though defeated by 
Aetius, he extended his dominions from the Rhine to the Somme. 
His death, after a reign of 20 years, exposed his kingdom to the 
discord and ambition of his two sons. Mcroveus, tlie younger, was 
persuaded to implore the protection of Rome ; his elder brother 
solicited, with equal ardour, the formidable aid of Attila ; and the 
king of the Huns embraced an alliance which facilitated the passage 
of the Rhine, and justified by a specious and honourable pretence 
the invasion of Gaul. 
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§ 14 . When Attila declared his resolution of supporting the cause 
of his allies the Vandals and the Franks, at the same time the 
savage monarch professed himself the lover and the champion of the 
princess Honoria. The sister of Valentinian was educated in the 
palace of Ravenna ; and as her marriage might be productive of 
some danger to the state, she was raised, by the title of Augusta, 
above the hopes of the most presumptuous subject. But Honoria 
was guilty of an intrigue with her chamberlain Eugenius, and was 
sent by the empress Placidia to a remote exile at Constantinople. 
The unhappy princess passed twelve or fourteen years in the irksome 
society of the sisters of Theodosius and tlieir chosen virgins. Her 
impatience of long and hopeless celibacy urged her to embrace a 
strange and desi^rate resolution. Tlie name of Attila was familiar 
and formidable at Constantinople, and his frequent embassies enter- 
tained a perpetual intercourse between his camp and the Imperial 
palace. In the pursuit of love, or rather of revenge, the daughfer 
of Placidia sacrificed every duty and every prejudice, and offered to 
deliver her person into the arms of a barbarian of whoso language 
she was ignorant, whose figure was scarcely human, and whose 
religion and manners she abhorred. 7'hcse indecent advances were 
received, however, with coldness and disdain ; and the king of the 
Huns continued to multiply the number of his wives till his love 
was awakened by the more forcible passions of ambition and avarice. 
The invasion of Gaul was preceded and justified by a formal demand 
of the princess Honoria, with a just and equal share of the Imperial 
patrimony. A firm but temperate refusal was communicated to 
his ambassadors. On the discovery of her connexion with the 
king of the Huns, the guilty princess had been sent awaj'', as an 
object of horror, from Constantinople to Italy : her life was si)arcd, 
but the ceremony of her marriage was performed with some obscure 
and nominal husband before she was immured in a perpetual prison, 
to bewail those crimes and misfortunes which Honoria might have 
escaped had she not been born the daughter of an emperor. 

§ 15. In A. D. 451 Attila set out from the royal village in the 
plains of Hungary, and after a march of 700 or 800 miles he reached 
the conflux of the Rhine and the Neckar, where he was joined by 
the Franks who adhered to his ally, the elder of the sons of Clodion. 
From the Rhine and the Moselle, Attila advanced into the heart of 
Gaul, crossed the Seine at Auxerre, and after a long and laborious 
march fixed his camp under the walls of Orleans. This city had 
been strengthened with recent fortifications, and the assaults of the 
Huns were vigorously repelled by the faithful valour of the soldiers 
or citizens who defended the place. But after an obstinate siege 
the walls were shaken by the battering-rams ; and the Huns were 
!iI)ou the point of entering Orleans^ when the army of Aetius and 
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Theodoric was seen advancing to its relief. Theodoric had been 
persuaded to embrace the side of the Homans, in order to resist an 
ambitious conqueror who aspired to the dominion of the earth, and to 
revenge the injuries which their ancestors had suffered from the Huns. 
The Visigoths, who at that time were in the mature vigour of their 
fame and power, obeyed with alacrity the signal of war, and as- 
sembled under the standard of their aged king, who was resolved, 
with his two eldest sons, Torismond and Theodoric, to command in 
person his numerous and valiant people. The example of tiie Goths 
determined several tribes or nations that seemed to fluctuate between 
the Huns and the Romans. 

§ 16. On the approach of Aetius and Theodoric the king of the 
Huns immediately raised the siege, and sounded a retreat to recall 
the foremost of his troops from the pillage of a city which they had 
already entered. Tlie valour of Attila was always guided by his 
prudence : and as he foresaw the fatal consequences of a defeat in the 
heart of Gaul, he repassed the Seine, and expected the enemy in the 
plains of Chalons, whose smooth and level surf{\ce was adaj)ted to the 
operations of his Scythian cavalry. The innumerable hosts which 
fought in this battle, and the important consequences which followed 
it, have made it one of the most memorable in the history of the 
world. The number of the slain amounted to 162,000, or, accord- 
ing to another account, 300,000 persons ; and these incredible 
exaggerations suppose a real and effective loss, sufficient to justify 
tlie historian’s remark that whole generations may he swept away 
by the madness of kings in the space of a single hour. The battle 
was decided by the valour of the Visigoths ; and though Theodoric 
was slain, his son Torismond compelled Attila to give way ; and 
the conquerors of Scythia and Germany were saved by the approach 
of the night from a total defeat. They retired within the circle 
of waggons that fortified their camp. On the following day the 
Goths were eager to storm the entrenchments ; but Aetius, who 
was apprehensive that, after the extirpation of the Huns, the 
republic would he oppressed by the power of the Gothic nation, 
represented to the son of Theodoric the dangers of absence and 
delay; and persuaded Torismond to disappoint, by his speedy 
return, the ambitious designs of his brothers, who might occu}>y 
the throne and treasures of 1’oulouse. After the departure of the 
Goths, and the separation of the allied army, Attila was surprised 
at the vast silence that reigned over the plains of Chalons : the 
suspicion of some hostile stratagem detained him several days within 
the circle of his waggons, and his retreat beyond the Rhine con- 
fessed the last victory which was achieved in the name of the 
Western empire. 

§37. Neither the spirit, nor the forces, nor the reputation of 
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Attila were impaired by the failure of the Gallic expedition. In 
the ensiling spring (a. d. 452) he repeated his demand of the 
princess Honoria and her patrimonial treasures. The demand was 
again rejected or eluded ; and the indignant lover immediately 
took the field, passed the Alps, invaded Italy, and besieged Aquileia 
with an innumerable host of barbarians. Aquileia was at that 
period one of the richest, the most populous, and the strongest of 
the maritime cities of the Adriatic coast. It was defended for 
three months with the utmost bravery ; but the linns at length 
took the city by assault ; and the succeeding generation could 
scarcely discover the ruins of Aquileia. After this dreadful chas- 
tisement, Attila pursued his march ; and as he passed, the cities of 
Altiniim, Concordia, and Padua were reduced into heaps of stones 
and ashes. The inland towns, Vicenza, Verona, and Bergamo, 
were exposed to the rapacious cruelty of the Huns. Milan and 
Pavia submitted, without resistance, to the loss of their wealth ; 
and applauded the unusual clemency which preserved from the 
flames the public as well as private buildings, and spared the lives 
of the captive multitude. 

§ 18. It is a saying worthy of the ferocious pride of Attila, that 
the grass never grow on the spot where his horse had trod. Yet the 
savage destroyer undesignedly laid the foundations of a republic 
which revived, in the feudal state of Eu]*ope, the art and spirit of 
commercial industry. The celebrated name of Venice, or Vcnctia, 
was formerly diffused over a large and fertile province of Italy, 
from the confines of Pannonia to the river Addua, and from the Po 
to the Bhajtian and Julian Alps. Many families of Aquileia, 
I’adua, and the adjacent towns, who fled from the sword of the 
Huns, found a safe, though obscure, refuge in the neighbouring 
islands. At the extremity of the Gulf, where the Adriatic feebly 
imitates the tides of the ocean, near an hundred small islands are 
separated by shallow water from the continent, and protected from 
the waves by several long slips of land, which admit the entrance of 
vessels through some secret and narrow channels. Till the middle 
of the fifth century these remote and sequestered spots remained 
without cultivation, with few inhabitants, and almost without a 
name. But the manners of the Venetian fugitives, their arts and 
their government, were gradually formed by their new situation 
A people whose habitations might be doubtfully assigned to the 
earth or water soon became alike familiar with the two elements ; 
and the demands of avarice succeeded to those of necessity. The 
islanders, who from Grado to Chiozza, were intimately connected 
with each other, penetrated into the heart of Italy, by the secure, 
though laborious, navigation of the rivers and inland canals. Tlieir 
vessels, which wore continually increasing in size and number. 
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visited all the harbours of the Gulf : and the marriage which 
Venice annually celebrates with the Adriatic was contracted in her 
early infancy. The eiDistle of Cassiodorus, the Prsetoriau prajfect, 
is addressed to the maritime tribunes ; and the ambiguous office 
of these magistrates is explained by the tradition, that, in the 
twelve princiixil islands, twelve tribunes, or judges, were created by 
an annual and popular election. 

§ 19. The Italians, who had long since renounced the exercise of 
arms, were surprised, after forty years’ peace, by the approach of a 
formidable barbarian, whom they abhorred as the enemy of their 
religion as well as of their republic. Amidst the general conster- 
nation, Aetius alone was incapable of fear ; but it was impossible 
tliat he should achieve alone and unassisted any military exploits 
worthy of his former renown. 9’he Western emperor embraced the 
resolution of deprecating, by a solemn and suppliant embassy, the 
wrath of Attila. This imj)orlant commission was accepted by 
Avienus ; and Leo, Hi shop ol Rome, consented to expose his life 
for the safety of his flock. The genius of Leo was exercised and 
displayed in the public misfortunes ; and lie has deserved the appel- 
lation of Great by the successful zeal with which he laboured to 
establish liis opinions and his authority, under the venerable names 
of orthodox faith and ecclesiastical discipline. The Roman ambas- 
sadors were introduced to the tent of Attila, as he lay encamped at 
(he place where the slow-winding Minciiis is lost in the foaming 
waves of the lake Benacus, and trampled, with his Scythian cavalry, 
tlje farms of Catullus and Virgil. The barbarian monarch listened 
with favourable attention, and the deliverance of Italy was jmr- 
chased by the immense ransom or dowry of the i)rincess Honoria. 
The state of his army might facilitate the treaty and hasten his 
retreat. Their martial sxnrit was relaxed by the wealth and indo- 
lence of a warm climate ; and the jirogress of disease revenged in 
some measure the injuries of the Italians. When Attila declared 
his resolution of carrying his victorious arms to the gates of 
Rome, he was admonished by his friends, as well as by his ene- 
mies, that Alaric had not long survived the conquest of the 
eternal city. His mind, superior to real danger, was assaulted 
by imaginary tcn*ors ; nor could he escape the influence of super- 
stition, which had so often been subservient to his desigps. The 
pressing eloquence of Leo, his majestic aspect and sacerdotal robes, 
excited the veneration of Attila for the spiritual father of the 
Christians. The apparition of the tAvo apostles St. Peter and St. 
Paul, who menaced the barbarian with instant death if he rejected 
the prayer of their successor, is one of the noblest legends of eccle- 
siastical tradition. The safety of Rome might deserve the inter- 
position of celestial beings ; and some indulgence is due to a fabla 
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which has been represented by the pencil of Ra^diael and the 
chisel of Algardi.* 

§ 20. Before the king of the Iluns evacuated Italy, he threatened 
to return more dreadful, and more implacable, if his bride, the 
princess Honoria, were not delivered to his ambassadors within the 
term stipulated by the treaty. Yet, in the mean while, Attila 
relieved his tender anxiety by adding a beautiful maid, whose name 
was Ildico, to the list of his innumerable wives. Their marriage 
was celebrated with barbaric pomp and festivity, at his wooden 
palace beyond the Danube ; and the monarch retired at a late hour 
from the banquet. Ilis attendants continued to respect his repose 
the greatest part of the ensuing day, till the unusual silence alarmed 
their fears and suspicions ; and, after attempting to awaken Attila 
by loud and repeated cries, they at length broke into the royal 
apartment. They found the trembling bride sitting by the bedside, 
hiding her face with a veil, and lamenting her own danger, as well 
as the death of the king, who had expired during the night (a. d. 
453). An artery had suddenly burst : and as Attila lay in a sui)ine 
posture, he was suffocated by a torrent of blood, which, instead of 
finding a passage through the nostrils, regurgitated into the lungs 
and stomach. It was reported at Constantinople that, on the fortu- 
nate night in which he expired, Marcian beheld in a dream the bow 
of Attila broken asunder ; and the report may be allowed to prove 
how seldom the image of that formidable barbarian was absent from 
the mind of a Roman emperor. 

§ 21. The revolution which subverted the emi>ire of the Huns 
established the fame of Attila, whose genius alone had sustained 
the huge and disjointed fabric. After his death the boldest chieftains 
aspired to the rank of kings ; the most powerful kings refused to 
acknowledge a superior ; and the numerous sons whom so many 
various mothers boro to the deceased monarch divided and disputed 
like a private inheritance the sovereign command of the nations of 
Germany and Scythia. Ellac, the eldest son of Attila, lost his 
life and crown in the memorable battle of Netad, in which Ar- 
daric, king of the GepidaB, defeated his rivals. Dengisich, the 
brother of Ellac, with an army of Huns still formidable in their 
flight and ruin, maintained his ground above fifteen years on the 
banks of .the Danube. The palace of Attila, with the old country 
of Dacia, from the Carpathian hills to the Euxine, became the seat 
of a new power which was erected by Ardaric, king of the Gepidsc. 
The Pannonian conquests, from Vienna to Sirminm, were occupied 
by the Ostrogoths; and the settlements of the tribes who had so 
bravely asserted their native freedom were irregularly distributed 

* The picture of Raphael is in the Vatican ; the basso (or perhaps the alto) 
relievo of Algardi on one of the altars of St. Petei’s. 
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according to tlie measure of their respective strength. Surrounded 
and oppressed by the multitude of his father’s slaves, the kingdom 
of Dengisioh was confined to the circle of his waggons ; his des- 
perate courage urged him to invade the Eastern empire : he fell in 
battle, and his head, ignominiously exposed in the Hippodrome, 
exhibited a grateful spectacle to the people of Constantinople. 
Irnac, the youngest of tlie sons of Attila, retired with his subject 
hordes into the heart of the Lesser Scythia. They were soon over- 
whelmed by a torrent of new barbarians, who followed the same 
road which their own ancestors had formerly discovered. The 
Avars, whose residence is assigned by the Greek Avriters to the 
shores of the ocean, impelled the adjacent tribes ; till at length 
the Igours of the North spread themselves over the desert as far as 
the Borysthenes and the Caspian gates, and finally extinguished the 
empire of the Huns. 

§ 22. The death of Attila w^as follow^cd by the murder of Aetius. 
Valentinian, from the instinct of a base and jealous mind, hated the 
man who was universally celebrated as the terror of the barbarians 
and the support of the republic. The fame of Aetius, his wealth 
and dignity, the numerous and martial train of barbarian followers, 
and the hopes of his son Gaudentius, who was already contracted 
to Eudoxia, the emperor’s daughter, liad raised him above the rank 
of a subject. Aetius himself, supported by the consciousness of 
his merit, his services, and perhaps his innocence, seems to have 
maintained a haughty and indiscreet behaviour. From a vain con- 
fidence that the enemy whom he despised was incapable even of a 
manly crime, he rashly ventured his person in the palace of the 
emperor. Whilst ho urged, perhaps with intemperate vehemence, 
the marriage of his son, Valentinian, drawing his sword — the first 
sword he had ever drawn — plunged it in the breast of a general 
Avho had saved his empire : his courtiers and eunuchs ambitiously 
struggled to imitate their master ; and Aetius, pierced with an 
hundred wounds, fell dead in the royal j)rcsence (a. d. 454). 

§ 23. The public contemi)t which had been so long entertained 
for Valentinian was at once converted into deep and universal 
abhorrence ; and in the following year an outrage which he offered 
to one of his subjects was avenged by the emperor’s death. Valen- 
tinian, whose dissolute amours had brought disgrace upon one of 
the noblest families of Rome, had ravished the wife of Petronius 
Maximus, a wealthy senator of the Anician family. The emperor 
had imprudently admitted among his guards several domestics and 
followers of Aetius. Two of these, of barbarian race, were per- 
suaded by Maximus to execute a sacred and honourable duty by 
punishing with death the assassin of their patron. Whilst Valen- 
tinian amused himself in the field of Mars with the spectacle of 
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some military sports, they suddenly rushed upon him with drawn 
weapons and stabbed the emperor to the heart, without the least 
opposition from his numerous train, who seemed to rejoice in the 
tyrant’s death (a. n. 455, March 16), Such was the fate of Valen- 
tiiiian the Third, the last Homan emperor of the family of Theo- 
dosius. He faithfully imitated the hei‘editary weakness of his cousin 
and his two uncles, without inheriting the gentleness, the purity, 
the innocence, which alleviate in their characters the want of sj)irit 
and ability. 
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CHAPTER XVIIi. 

FROM THE DKATH OF VALENTIKIAN III. TO THE EXTINCTION OF 
THE WESTERN EMPIRE. 

§ 1. Naval power of the Vandals; accession* and death of Maximus, emperor 
of the West. § 2. Sack of Rome by,, the Vandals. § 3. Reign of AviTUS* 
§ 4. Reign of Majori AN. § 5. Ricimer reigns under the name of Severus. 
§ 6. Anthemius emperor of the West : failure of the expedition against the 
Vandals. § 7, Olvbrius, emperor of the West; sack of Rome and death 
of Anthemius. §8. Reigns of Glvcerius and Julius Nepos: Augus- 
TULUS, last emperor of the West. § 9. Odoacer, king of Italy. § 10. 
Deposition of Augustulus. § 11. Reign of Odoacer. § 12. Euric, king of 
GIBBON. ' N 
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the Visigoth?. § 13. Clovis, king of the Franks. § 14. His conquests. 
§ 15, Consulship of Clovis and final establishment of the French monarchy 
in Gaul. § 16. The Visigoths of Spain. § 17. Conquest of Britain by the 
Saxons. 

§ 1. The loss or desolation of the provinces from the Ocean to the 
Alps impaired the glory and greatness of Rome : her internal pros- 
perity was irretrievably destroyed by the separation of Africa. The 
rapacious Vandals confiscated the patrimonial estates of the senators, 
and intercepted the regular subsidies which relieved the poverty and 
' encouraged the idleness of the plebeians. The distress of the 
Romans was soon aggravated by an unexpected attack ; and the 
province, so long cultivated for their use by industrious and obedient 
subjects, was armed against them by an ambitious barbarian. Gen- 
seric resolved to create a naval |X)wor ; and, after an interval of six 
centuTies, the fleets that issued from the port of Carthago again 

• claimed the empire of the Meditermnean. The success of the 
Vandals, the conquest of Sicily, the sack of Palermo, and the fre- 
quent descents on the coast of Lucania, awakened and alanned the 
mother of Valentinian. The death of this emperor was the imme- 
diate occasion of the invasion of Italy and the sack of Romo. Max- 
imus, who succeeded Valentinian iq)on the imperial throne, having 
lost his own wife soon after his Accession, compelled tlie widow of 
Valentinian to marry the assassin of her deccaswi husband. Eu- 
doxia, who was still conscious that she descended from a line of 
emperors, secretly imidored the aid of the king of the Vandals; 
and persuaded Genseric to improve the fair opportunity of dis- 
guising his rapacious designs by the specious names of honour, 
Justice and compassion. Genseric immediately eqTiipped a numerous 
fleet Vandals and Moors, and cast anchor at tlie mouth of the 
Tiber, about three months after the death of Valentinian, Whatever 
abilities Maximus might have shown in a subordinate station, he 
was found incapable of administering an empire ; and when the 
Vandals disembarked at the mouth of the Tiber, the only hope 
which presented itself to his astonished mind was that of a preci- 
pitate flight. But no sooner did he appear in the streets than he was 
destroyed by the populace, and his mangled body was ignominioiisly 
oast into the Tiber. 

§ 2. On the third day after the tumult, Genseric boldly advanced 
from the port of Ostia to the gates of the defenceless city. Instead 
of a sally of the Roman youth, there issued from the gates an 

* unarmed and venerable procession of the bishop at the head of his 
clergy. The fearless spirit of Leo, his authority and eloquence, 
again mitigated* the fierceness of a barbarian conqueror : the king of 
the Vandals promised to spare the unresisting innltitude, to protect 
the buildings from fire, and to exempt the captives from tortuie ; 
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and although such orders were neither seriously given, nor strictly 
obeyed, the mediation of Leo was glorious to himself, and in some 
degree beneficial to his country. Rome and its inhabitants were 
delivered to the licentiousness of the Vandals and Moors, whose 
blind passions revenged the injuries of Carthage. The pillage 
lasted fourteen days and nights (a. d. 455, June 15-29); and all 
that yet remained of public or j)rivate wealth was diligently trans* 
ported to the vessels of Genscric. In the 45 years that had elapsed 
since the Gothic invasion, the pomji and luxury of Rome were in 
some measure restored ; and it was difficult either to escape, or to 
satisfy, the avarice of a conqueror who possessed leisure to collect, 
and ships to transport, the wealth of the capital, Eudoxia herself, 
who advanced to meet her friend and ^^elivcrer, soon bewailed the 
imi^rudence of her own conduct. She was rudely stripped of her 
jewels ; and the unfortunate empress, with her two daughters, the 
only surviving remains of the great Theodosius, was compelled, as J# 
caj^tive, to follow the haughty Vandal, who immediately hoisted 
sail, and returned with a prosperous navigation to the port of 
Carthage. 

§ 3. The next Roman emperor was appointed by the Visigoths. 
Avitus, who was descended from a noble family in the diocese of 
Auvergne, had been promoted by Maximus to the general command 
of the forces in Gaul, and cultivated the friendship of Theodoric II., 
who had acquired the Gothic sceptre by the murder of his elder brother 
Torismond. Upon receiving intelligence of the death of Maximus, 
the Goths were easily persuaded to support the claims of Avitus to 
the vacant throne (a. d. 455, August 15). Tlie formal consent of 
Marcian, emperor of the East, was solicited and obtained ; but the 
senate, Rome, and Italy, though humbled by their recent calamities, 
submitted with a secret murmur to the presumption of the Gallic 
usurper. 

'I'hc short reign of Avitus was signalised by the exploits of Thifeodoric 
in Spain. After tlie passage of the Vandals into Africa, "the Suevi, 
who had fixed their kingdom in Gallicia, aspired to the conquest of 
Spain, and threatened to extinguish the feeble remains of the Roman 
dominion. The Gothic king marched into Spain as the general of 
the republic, and defeated and slew Rcchiarius, king of the Suevi. 
But whilst Theodoric fought and vanquished in the name of Avitus, 
the reign of Avitus had expired. Count Ricimer, whose mother 
was the daughter of Wallia, king of the Visigoths, and who was de- 
scended on the father’s side from the nation of the Suevi, was exas- 
perated by the misfortunes of his countrymen, whom Theodoric was 
subduing, and he obeyed with reluctance an emjieror in whose ele- 
vation he had not been consulted. His faithful and important services 
against the common enemy rendered him still more formidable; 
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and, after destroying on the coast of Corsica a fleet of Vandals, which 
consisted of sixty galleys, Ricimer returned in triumph with the 
appellation of the Deliverer of Italy. He chose that moment to 
signify to Avitus that his reign was at an end ; and the feeble 
emperor, who had been persuaded to fix his residence at Rome, at a 
distance from his Gothic allies, was comijolled to abdicate the purple 
(a. d. 456, October 16). By the clemency of Ricimer, he was jjer- 
initted to descend from the throne to the bishopric of Placentia ; but 
the resentment of the senate was still unsatisfied ; and they i)ro- 
nounced the sentence of his death. He fled towards the Alps, with 
the hope of securing his person in the sanctuary of Julian, one of 
the tutelar saints of Auvergne ; but disease, or the hand of the 
executioner, arrested him on the road. Avitus left only one 
daughter, the wife of the poet Sidonius Apollinaris, whose extant 
poems celebrate the praises of his father-in-law. 

♦ § 4. The successor of Avitus presents the welcome discovery of a 
great and heroic character, such as sometimes arises, in a degenerate 
age, to vindicate the honour of the human species. Majorian, whom 
Ricimer elevated to the purple (a. n. 457) four months after the 
death of Avitus, at the unanimous wish of the Romans, had followed 
the standard of Aetius, contributed to his success, shared and some- 
times eclipsed his glory. Q'he laws of Majorian discover a desire to 
supply judicious and effectual remedies to the public disorders ; and 
his military exploits shed a last halo of glory upon the falling for- 
tunes of Rome. Majorian crossed the Alps, vanquislied lljeodoric 
in the field, and admitted to his friendship and alliance a king whom 
he had found not unworthy of his arms (a. n. 458). He formed the 
design of attacking the Vandals in their new settlements, and col- 
lected a powerful fleet in the secure and capacious harbour of Car- 
thagena in Spain. But Genscric was saved from impending and 
inevitable ruin by the treachery of some powerfid subjects, envious 
or apprehensive of their master’s success. Guided by their secret 
intelligence, he surprised the unguarded fleet in the hay of Cartha- 
gena : many of the ships were sunk, or taken, or burnt ; and the 
preparations of three years were destroyed in a single day (a. d. 460). 
This misfortune sullied the glory of Majorian, which had dazzled 
the eyes of the multitude ; almost every description of civil and 
military officers who were interested in the abuses which he 
attempted to suppress were exasperated against him, and the patri- 
cian Ricimer impelled the inconstant passions of the barbarians 
against a prince whom be esteemed and hated. Majorian was com- 
pelled to abdicate the Imperial purple, and five days after liis 
abdication it was reported that he died of a dysentery (a. d. 461, 
August 7). 

§5. It was not perhaps without some regret that Ricimer sacri- 
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ficed his friend to the interest of his ambition : but he resolved in a 
second choice to avoid the imprudent preference 6^ superior virtue 
and merit. At his command the obsequious 'Senate of Rome 
bestowed the Imperial title on Libius Severus, who ascended the 
throne of the West without emerging from the obscurity of a private 
condition. History has scarcely deigned to notice his birth, his 
elevation, his character, or his death. Severus expired as soon as 
his life became inconvenient to his patron ; and it would be useless 
to discriminate his nominal reign in the vacant interval of six years 
between the death of Majoriaii and the elevation of Anthemius 
(a.d. 461-467). During that iDcriod the government was in the 
hands of Ricimer alone ; and although the modest barbarian dis- 
claimed the name of king, he ruled Italy with the same independent 
and despotic authority which was afterwards exercised by Odoacer 
and Theodoric. But his dominions were bounded by the Alps ; and 
two Roman generals, Marccllinus and iEgidius, maintained their* 
allegiance to the republic, -by rejecting with disdain the phantom 
which he styled an emperor. Marccllinus occupied the province of 
Dalmatia, under the title of patrician of the West; and .®gidius, 
under the name of the niiistcr-general of Gaul, maintained an inde- 
pendent sovereignty in that country. Tlie kingdom of Italy was 
afflicted, under the reign of Ricimer, by the incessant depredations 
of the Vandal pirates. They repeatedly visited the coasts of Spainy^ 
Liguria, Tuscany, Campania, Lucania, Bruttium, Apulia, Calabria, 
Venetia, Dalmatia, Epirus, Greece, and Sicily : they were tempted 
to subdue the island of Sardinia, so advantageously placed in the 
centre of the Mediterranean; and their arms spread desolation or 
terror from the columns of Hercules to the mouths of the Nile. The 
war which the king of the Vandals prosecuted against the Roman 
empire was justified by a specious and reasonable motive. The 
widow of Valentiiiian, Eudoxia, whom he had led captive from 
Rome to Carthage, was the solo heiress of the Tlieodosian house ; 
her elder daughter, Eudocia, became the reluctant wife ‘of Hun- 
neric, his eldest son ; and the stern father, asserting a legal claim 
which could not easily be refuted or satisfied, demanded a just pro- 
portion of the Imperial patrimony. An adequate, or at least a 
valuable compensation, was oftered by tlie Eastern emperor to 
purchase a necessary peace. Eudoxia, and her younger daughter 
Placidia, were honourably restored, and the fury of the Vandals was 
confined to the limits of the Western empire. Ricimer, unable to 
protect the coasts of Italy, was at length reduced to address the 
throne of Constantinople in the humble language of a subject ; and 
Italy submitted, as the price and security of the alliance, to accept 
a master from the choice of the emperor of the East. It is not the, 
purpose of the present chapter to continue tho distinct series of the 
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Byzantine history ; but a concise view of the reign and character of 
the emperor Leo may explain the last efforts that were attempted to 
save the falling empire of the West. 

§ 6. Pulcheria, who had bestowed her hand, and the seoptre of 
the East, on Marcian, died in a. d. 453 ; but her husband continued 
upon the throne till his own death in 457. He was succeeded 
by Leo of Thrace, a military tribune, whom the patrician Aspar, 
the most powerful subject in the East, placed upon the throne. 
Aspar, who was an Arian, and favoured the cause of Genseric, 
turned a deaf ear to the complaints of the Western empire ; but after 
the fall of this powerful subject, Leo listened to the entreaties of 
Bicimer, nominated Anthemius emperor of the West, and expressed 
his determination to extirpate the tyranny of the Vandals. The 
solemn inauguration of Anthemius was followed by the nuptials of 
his daughter and the patrician Bicimer ; a fortunate event, which 
•was considered as the firmest security of the union and happiness of 
the state. The powers of the Eastern empire were strenuously ex^ 
erted to deliver Italy and the Mediterranean from the Vandals. The 
fleet that sailed from Constantinojde to Carthago consisted of 1113 
ships, and the number of soldiers and mariners exceeded 100,000 
men. Basiliscus, the brother of the empress Verina, was intrusted 
with this important command. He landed his troops at Cape 
Bona, or the promontory of Mercury, about 40 miles from Carthage ; 
the Vandals who opposed his i)rogress by sea or land were suc- 
cessively vanquished ; and if Basiliscus had seized the moment of 
consternation and boldly advanced to the capital, Carthage must 
have surrendered, and the kingdom of the Vandals was extin- 
guished. But he consented to a fatal truce for five days ; and 
Genseric availed himself of this short respite to destroy the Homan 
fleet by means of fire-ships. Basiliscus returned to Constantinople 
with the loss of more than half of his fleet and army, and sheltered 
his guilty head in the sanctuary of St. Sophia, till his sister, by 
her tears and entreaties, could obtain his pardon from the indignant 
emperor. After the failure of this great expedition (a. n. 468), 
Genseric again became the tyrant of the sea : the coasts of Italy, 
Greece, and Asia, were again exposed to his revenge and avarice ; 
Tripoli and Sardinia returned to his obedience ; he added Sicily to 
the number of his provinces ; and, l>eforo he died (a. d. 477), in the 
fulness of years and glory, he beheld the final extinction of the em- 
pire of the West. 

§ 7. The peaceful and prosperous reign which Anthemius had 
promised to the West was soon clouded by misfortune and discord. 
Bicimer, apprehensive or impatient of a superior, retired from Borne 
and fixed his residence at Milan. Italy was gradually divided into 
two independent and hostile kingdoms. When Bicimer had col- 
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lected a powerful army of barbarians, he inarched from Milan to the, 
gates of Rome, and declared Olybrius emperor of the West. 

Olybrius had married Placidia, the younger daughter of Valen- 
tinian, after she was restored by Genseric, and might esteem himself 
the lawful heir of the Western emvure. But the body of the senate 
and people firmly adhered to the cause of Anthemius ; and the 
more effectual support of a Gothic army enabled him to prolong his 
reign by a resistance of three months. The unfortunate Anthemius 
was dragged from his concealment and inhumanly massacred by the 
command of his son-in-law, who thus added a third, or perhaps a 
fourth, emperor to the number of his victims (a, d. 472). The 
soldiers were indulged without control in the licence of rapine and 
murder, and Rome experienced the horrors of a city taken by 
assault. Forty days after this calamitous event, Italy was de- 
livered, by a painful disease, from the tyrant Ricimer, who be- 
queathed the command of his army to his nephew Gundobald, one 
of the princes of the Burgundians. In the same year all the prin- 
cipal actors in this great revolution were removed from the stage ; 
and the whole reign of Olybrius, whose death does not betray 
any symptoms of violence, is included within the term of seven 
months. 

§ 8. Whilst the vacant throne of Italy was abandoned to lawless 
barbarians, the election of a new colleague was seriously agitated in 
the council of Leo. The empress Verina had married one of her 
nieces to Julius Nepos, who succeeded his uncle Marccllinus in the 
sovereignty of Dalmatia, a more solid possession than the title which 
he was persuaded to accept of Emperor of the West. But the 
measures of the Byzantine court were so languid and irresolute, 
that many months elapsed after the death of Anthemius, and even 
of Olybrius, before their destined successor could show himself, 
with a respectable force, to his Italian subjects. During that in- 
terval, Glycerins, an obscure soldier, was invested with the purple 
by his patron Gundobald ; but the Burgundian prince was unable 
or unwilling to support his nomination by a civil wav : and his. 
client was permitted to exchange tlie Roman sceptre for the 
bishopric of Salona. After extinguishing such a competitor, the em- 
peror Nepos was acknowledged by the senate, by the Italians, and 
by the provincials of Gaul (a. d. 473) ; but his repose was soon 
invaded by a furious sedition of the barbarian confederates, who, 
under the command of Orestes, their general, were in full march 
from Rome to Ravenna. Nepos trembled at their approach ; and 
retired to his Dalmatian principality, on the opposite coast of the 
Adriatic (a. d. 475). 

Orestes was a native of Pannonia, and when that province was 
ceded to the Huns, he entered into the service of Attila, his lawful 
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sovereign, obtained the office of his secretary, and was repeatedly 
sent ambassador to Constantinople. After tlie death of Attila, lie 
transferred his allegiance to the emperors of the West ; and was 
elevated, by the favour of -Nepos himself, to the dignities of pa- 
trician and master-general of the troops. These troops had been 
long accustomed to reverence the character and authority of Orestes ; 
at his solicitation they rose in arms against the obscure Greek who 
presumed to claim their obedience ; and when Orestes, from some 
secret motive, declined the purple, they consented, with the same 
facility, to acknowledge his son Augustulus as the emperor of the 
West (a. d. 475). By the abdication of Nepos, Orestes had noAV 
attained the summit of his ambitious hopes ; but he soon dis- 
covered, before the end of the first year, that the lessons of perjury 
and ingratitude which a rebel must inculcate will be retorted against 
himself, and that the precarious sovereign of Italy was only per- 
mitted to choose whether he Avon Id be the slave or the victim of his 
barbarian mercenaries. The dangerous alliance of these strangers 
had oppressed and insulted the last remains of Homan freedom and 
dignity. They even insisted that a third part of the lands of Italy 
should be immediately divided among them. Orestes rejected the 
audacious demand ; and his refusal was favourable to the ambition 
of Odoacer, a bold barbarian, who assured his fellow-soldiers that, 
if they dared to associate under his command, they might soon ex- 
tort the justice which had been denied to their dutiful petitions. 
From all the camps and gamsons of Italy the confederates impatiently 
flocked to the standard of this popular leader ; and the unfortunate 
Orestes, overwhelmed by the torrent, hastily retreated to Pavia. 
The city was immediately besieged, the fortifications were stormed, 
and Orestes was slain. The helpless Augustulus, who could no 
longer command the respect, was reduced to implore the clemency, 
of Odoacer (a. d. 476). 

§ 9. That successful barbarian was tlie son of Edecon, who, 
in some remarkable transactions, described in a preceding chap- 
ter,* had been the colleague of Orestes himself. Edccon was 
the hereditary leader of the Sciri, and fell in battle against the Os- 
trogoths, after the death of Attila. His son, Odoacer, for some 
time led a wandering life among the barbarians of Noricum, and 
was afterwards admitted into the service of the Western empire, 
and soon obtained an honourable rank in the guards. His manners 
were gradually polished, his military skill was improved, and the 
confederates of Italy would not have elected him for their general 
unless the exploits of Odoacer had established a high opinion of his 
courage and capacity. After the death of Orestes, Odoacer was 
saluted by his confederates with the title of king, but he abstained 
* See p. 254, 
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during liis whole reign from the use of the x>urple and the diadem. 
He resolved, however, to abolish the useless and expensive office of 
emperor of the West ; and such is the weight of antique prejudice, 
that it required some boldness and penetration to discover the ex- 
treme facility of the entei’prise. 'j he unfortunate Augustulus was 
made the instrument of his own disgrace ; he signified his resigna- 
tion to the senate ; and that assembly, in their last act of obedience 
to a Roman prince, still affected the spirit of freedom and the forms 
of the constitution. An epistle was addressed, by their unanimous 
decree, to the emperor Zeno, the son-in-law and successor of Leo. 
They solemnly disclaimed the necessity, or even the wish, of con- 
tinuing any longer the Imperial succession in Italy ; since, in their 
opinion, the majesty of a sole monarch is sufficient to pervade and 
protect, at the same time, both the East and the West. In their 
own name, and in the name of the people, they consented that the 
seat of universal empire should be transferred from Rome to Con- 
stantinople. The republic (they repeat that name without a blush) 
might safely confide in the civil and military virtues of Odoacer ; 
and they humbly request that the emperor would invest him with 
the title of Patrician, and the administration of the diocese of 
Italy. Zeno acceded to their request ; and he gratefully accepted 
the Imperial ensigns, the sacred ornaments of the throne and palace, 
which the bai’barian was not unwilling to remove from the sight of 
the ])eople. 

§ 10. In the space of twenty years since the death of Valenti- 
nian, nine emperors had successively disappeared ; and the «on of 
Orestes, a youth recommended only by his beauty, would be the least 
entitled to the notice of posterity, if his reign, which was marked by 
tlie extinction of the Roman empire in the West, did not leave a me- 
morable era in the history of mankind. The patrician Orestes had 
married the daughter of Count JRomulus, of Petovio in Noricum : 
the name of Augustus, notwithstanding the jealousy of power, was 
known at Aquileia as a familiar surname ; and the appellations of 
the two great founders, of the city and of the monarchy, were thus 
strangely united in the last of their successors. The son of Oi'estes 
assumed and disgraced the names of Romulus Augustus ; but the 
first was corrupted into Momyllus by the Greeks, and the second 
has been changed by the Latins into the contemptible diminutive 
Augustulus. The life of this inoffensive youth was spared by the 
generous clemency of Cdoacer ; who dismissed him, with his whole 
family, from the Imperial palace, fixed his annual allowance at 
6000 pieces of gold, and assigned the castle of Lucullus, in Cam- 
pania, for the place of his exile or retirement. 

§ 11. Odoacer was the first barbarian who reigned in Italy, over 
a people who had once asserted their just superiority above the rest 
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of mankind. He was not unworthy of the high station to which 
his valour and fortune had exalted him. After an interval of seven 
years, he restored the consulship of the West. Italy was protected 
by the arms of its conqueror ; and its frontiers were respected by 
the barbarians of Gaul and Germany, who had so long insulted the 
feeble race of Theodosius. But, notwithstanding the success of 
Odoacer, his kingdom exhibited the sad prospect of misery and de- 
solation. In the division and decline of the empire, the tributary 
harvests of Egypt and Africa were withdrawn ; the numbers of the 
inhabitants continually diminished with the means of subsistence ; 
and the country was exhausted by the irretrievable losses of war, 
famine, and pestilence. After a reign of 14 years (a. d. 476-490) 
Odoacer was oppressed by tlie superior genius of Theodoric, king of 
the Ostrogoths ; a hero alike excellent in the arts of war and of 
government, who restored an age of peace and prosperity, and whose 
name still excites and deserves the attention of mankind. 

§ 12. In closing the history of the Western empire, the fortunes 
of Gaul, Spain and Britain must briefly claim our attention. 

Theodoric II., king of the Visigoths in Gaul, was assassinated by 
his brother Euric (a. d. 466), who displayed, with a more savage 
temper, superior abilities both in peace and war. He passed the 
Pyrenees at the head of a numerous army, subdued the greater part 
of Spain, and permitted the Suevi to hold the kingdom of Gallicia 
under the Gothic monarchy. The efforts of Euric were not less 
vigorous or less successful in Gaul ; and throughout the country 
that extends from the P^^rences to the Rhone and the Loire, Berry 
and Auvergne were the only cities or dioceses which refused to ac- 
knowledge him as their master. As soon as Odoacer had extin- 
guished the Western empire, he sought the friendship of Euric, and 
resigned to him all the ^man conquests beyond the Alps, as far 
as the Rhine and the Ocean. The lawful pretensions of Euric were 
justified by ambition and success, and the Gothic nation might 
aspire under his command to the monarchy of Spain and Gaul. But 
the fortune of nations has often depended on accidents ; and France 
may ascribe her greatness to the premature death of the Gothic king 
at a time when his son Alaric was an helpless infant, and his ad- 
versary Clovis an ambitious and valiant youth. 

§ 13, Clovis succeeded his father Childeric at the early age of 15 
years to the command of the Salian tribe. The narrow limits of 
his kingdom were confined to the island of the Batavians, with the 
ancient dioceses of Toumay and Arras ; and at the baptism of Clovis 
the number of his warriors could not exceed 6000. The* kindred 
tribes of the Pranks who had seated themselves along the Bclgic 
rivers, the Scheldt, the Meuse, the Moselle, and the Rhine, were 
governed by their independent kings of the Merovingian race — the 
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equals, the allies, and sometimes the enemies, of the Salic plrince. 
But the Germans, who obeyed in peace the hereditary jurisdiction 
of their chiefs, were free to follow the standard of a popular and 
victorious general ; and the superior merit of Clovis attracted the 
respect and allegiance of the national confederacy* He was in- 
tercepted in the career of victory, since he died in the 45th 
year of his age : but he had already accomplished, in a reign of 
30 years (a. d. 481-511), the establishment of the French monarchy 
in Gaul. 

§ 14. The first exploit of Clovis was the defeat of Syagrhis, the 
son of j3Sgidius, who exercised an independent authority over the 
second Belgic and the adjoining districts. After annexing these 
provinces to the kingdom of the Franks, Clovis turned his vic- 
torious arms against the Alemanni, who commanded either side of 
the Rhine from its source to its conflux with the Main and the 
Moselle, and who had spread themselves into Gaul over the pro- 
vinces of Alsace and Lorraine. They were utterly defeated by the 
king of the Franks, their king was slain in battle, and their ter- 
ritories became the prize of their conqueror (a. d. 496), The con- 
quest of the Alemanni was followed almost immediately by tlie 
baptism of Clovis, who had up to this time continued to worship 
the gods of his ancestors. The Merovingian prince had contracted a 
fortunate alliance with the fair Clotilda, the niece of the king of 
Burgundy, who in the midst of an Arian court was educated in the 
profession of the catholic faith. It was her duty to achieve the 
conversion of a Pagan husband ; the king declared himself satisfied 
of the truth of the catholic faith, and the political reasons which 
might have suspended his public profession were removed by the 
devout or loyal acclamations of the Franks, who showed themselves 
alike prepared to follow their heroic leader to the field of battle or 
to the baptismal font. The new Constantino was immediately 
baptized with 3000 of his warlike subjects in the cathedral of 
Rheims, and their example was imitated by the remainder of the 
barbarians. The baptism of Clovis did not delay his conquest of 
Gaul. After the subjection of the Armoricans, Clovis gained a great 
victory over the Burgundians (a. d. 500), whose kingdom, which was 
definid by the course of the SaOne and the Rh6ne, extended from the 
forest of Vosges to the Alps and the sea of Marseilles, The victory 
of Clovis overthrew the greatness and the glory of their kingdom ; 
but it was not finally united to the monarchy of the Franks till the 
next generation. The last conquest of Clovis was that of the Visi- 
goths. At the battle of Poitiers (a. dI 507), the king of the Franks 
gained a decisive victory over the Visigoths ; their king Alaric was 
slain by the hands of Clovis himself ; and their power in Gaul was 
completely destroyed. Clovis allowed them to retain the possession 
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of Septimania, a narrow tract of sea-coast, from the Bh6ne to tho 
Pyrenees ; but the ample province of Aqnitain, from those moun- 
tains to the Loire, was indissolubly united to the kingdom of 
France. 

§ 15. After the success of the Gothic war, Clovis accepted from 
the emperor Anastasius the honours of the Homan consulship (a. B. 
510). The emperor of the East, by bestowing this honour upon 
the king of the Franks, seemed almost to ratify the usurpation of 
Gaul. Twenty-five years after the death of Clovis this important 
concession was more formally declared in a treaty between his sons 
and the emperor Justinian, who, generously yielding to the Franks 
the sovereignty of the countries beyond the Alps, which they 
already possessed, absolved the provincials from their allegiance ; 
and established on a more lawful, though not more solid, founda- 
tion, the throne of the Merovingians (a. d. 536). 

§ 16. The Visigoths had resigned to Clovis the greatest part of 
their Gallic possessions ; but their loss was amply compensated by 
the easy conquest and secure enjoyment of the provinces of Spain. 
Here they continued to rule till the final overthrow of their mon- 
archy by the Saracens at the beginning of the eighth century ; but 
it is unnecessary to pursue the obscure and barren series of their 
annals. 

§ 17. While the kingdoms of the Franks and Visigoths were 
established in Gaul and Spain, the Saxons achieved the conquest of 
Britain, ‘the third great diocese of the pra^fecture of the West. The 
details of this conquest are not recorded by any contemporary 
writer, and are only traditional. I’he common story of Hen gist and 
Horsa, Vortigern and Kowena, rests simply upon the authority of 
Bede, who lived at the beginning of the eighth century. There is 
evidence that there were Saxons in England before A. d. 449, the 
received date of the landing of Hengist and Horsa, and it is pro- 
bable that these pirates had nearly two centuries previously formed 
settlements in our island. But after the dissolution of the Roman 
government their numbers were constantly increased by the arrival 
of fresh swarms of their countrymen ; and, notwithstanding the 
vigorous resistance of the Britons, the Saxons gradually suMued 
the whole of the island, with the exception of the country \^st of 
the Severn, where the bravest warriors found a secure refuge in the 
mountains of Wales. The arts and religion, the laws and language, 
which the Romans had so carefully planted in Britain, were ex- 
tirpated by their barbarous successors. The kings of France main- 
tained the privileges of their Roman subjects; but the ferocious 
Saxons trampled on the laws of Rome and of the emperors. The 
proceedings of civil and criminal jurisdiction, the titles of honour, 
tho forms of office, the ranks of society, and even the domestic rights 
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of marriage, testament, and inheritance, were finally suppressed; 
and the indiscriminate crowd of noble and plebeian slaves was 
governed by the traditionary customs which had been coarsely 
framed for the shepherds and pirates of Germany. The language 
of science, of business, and of conversation, which had been intro- 
duced by the Homans, was lost in the general desolation ; and the 
Germans preserved and established the use of their national dialect. 
The example of a revolution so rapid and so complete may not easily 
be found ; but it will excite a probable suspicion that the arts of 
Homo were less deeply rooted in Britain than in Gaul or Spain; 
and that the native rudeness of the country and its inhabitants was 
covered by a thin varnish of Italian manners. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

REIGN OF THEODORIC, KING OF ITALY. 

§ 1, Birth and education of Theodoric, § 2. Reigns of Zeno and Anastasius. 
§ 3, Invasion of Italy by Theodoric. § 4. Defeat and death of Odoacer : 
Theodoric king of Italy. § 5. Partition of lands: separation of the Goths 
and Italians. § 6. Foreign policy of Theodoric. § 7. Civil government 
of Italy. § 8. Prosperity of Rome : visit of Theodoric. § 9. Flourishing 
state of Italy. § 10. Ecclesiastical government. §11. Vices of the 
government of Theodoric. § 12. Character, studies, and honours of 
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Boethiiu. § 13. He is accused of treason. § 14. Death of Boethius and 

Sjmmachus. § 15. Death of Theodoric* 

§ 1. After the fall of the Roman Empire in the West, an interval 
of fifty years, till the memorable reign of J ustinian, is faintly marked 
by the obscure names and imperfect annals of Zeno, Anastasius, and 
Justin, who successively ascended the throne of Constantinople* 
During the same period Italy revived and flourished under the 
government of a Gothic king who might have deserved a statue 
among the best and bravest of the ancient Romans. 

Theodorio the Ostrogoth, the fourteenth in lineal descent of the 
royal line of the Amali, was bom in the neighbourhood of Vienna, 
two years after the death of Attila. A recent victory had restored 
the independence of the Ostrogoths ; and the three brothers, Walamir, 
Theodemir, and Widimir, who raled that warlike nation with united 
counsels, had separately pitched their habitations in the fertile, 
though desolate, province of Tannonia. The Huns still threatened 
their revolted subjects, but their hasty attack was repelled by the 
single forces of Walamir, and the news of his victory reached the 
distant camp of his brother in the same auspicious moment that the 
favourite concubine of Theodemir was delivered of a son and heir 
(a. d. 455). In the eighth year of his age, Theodoric was reluctantly 
yielded by his father to the public interest, as the jdedge of an 
alliance which Leo, emperor of the East, had consented to purchase 
by an annual subsidy of three hundred pounds of gold. The royal 
hostage was educated at Constantinople with care and tenderness. 
His body was fonned to all the exercises of war, his mind was 
expanded by the habits of liberal conversation ; he frequented the 
schools of the most skilful masters, but he disdained or neglected the 
arts of Greece ; and so ignorant did he always remain of the first 
elements of science, that a rude mark was contrived to represent the 
signature of the illiterate king of Italy. As soon as he had attained 
the age of eighteen he was restored to the wishes of the Ostrogoths, 
whom the emperor aspired to gain by liberality and confidence. 
Walamir had fallen in battle ; the youngest of the brothers, Widimir, 
had led away into Italy and Gaul an army of barbarians ; and the 
whole nation acknowledged for their king the father of Theodoric, 
Soon afterwards the Ostrogoths, being reduced to extreme distress 
by the want of clothing and food, resolved to desert their Pannonian 
encampments, and boldly to advance into the warm and wealthy 
neighbourhood of the Byzantine court. After proving, by some acts 
of hostility, that they could be dangerous, or at least troublesome; 
enemies, the Ostrogoths sold at a high price their reconciliation and 
fidelity, accepted a donative of lauds and money, and were intrusted 
with the defence of the lower Danube under the command of 
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Tlieodoric, who succeeded after his father’s death (a. d. 476) to the 
hereditary throne of the Amali. 

§ 2. An hero, descended from a race of kings, must have despised 
the base Isaurian who was invested with the Roman purple, without 
any endowments of mind or body, without any advantages of royal 
birth or superior qualifications. The inheritance of Leo and of the 
East peaceably devolved on his infant grandson, the son of his 
daughter Ariadne ; and her Isaurian husband, the fortunate Tras- 
calisseus, exchanged that barbarous sound for the Grecian appellation 
of Zeno. After the decease of the elder Leo, he humbly received as 
a gift the second rank in the em])irc, and soon excited the public 
suspicion on the sudden and premature death of his young colleague, 
whose life could no longer promote the success of his ambition. 
But the palace of Constantinople was ruled by female influence, and 
agitated by female passions ; and Verina, the widow of Leo, claiming 
his empire as her own, pronounced a sentence of deposition against 
the worthless and ungrateful servant on whom she alone had be- 
stowed the sceptre of the East. As soon as she sounded a revolt in 
the ears of Zeno, he fled with precipitation into the mountains of 
Isauria; and her brother, Basiliscus, already infamous by his African 
expedition, was unanimously proclaimed by the servile senate. But 
the reign of the usurper was short and turbulent. By the con- 
spiracy of the malcontents, Zeno was recalled from exile ; and the 
armies, the capital, and the person of Basiliscus, were betrayed. 
While the East was afflicted by the passions of Verina, her daughter 
Ariadne was distinguished by the female virtues of mildness and 
fidelity; she followed her husband in his exile, and after his restora- 
tion she implored his clemency in favour of her mother. On the 
decease of Zeno (reigned a. d. 474-491), Ariadne, the daughter, the 
mother, and the widow of an emperor, gave her hand and the Im- 
perial title to Anastasius, an aged domestic of the palace, who sur- 
vived his elevation above twenty-seven years (a. d. 491-518), and 
whose character is attested by the acclamation of the people, “ Reign 
as you have lived !” 

§ 3. Whatever fear or affection could bestow was profusely 
lavished by Zeno on the king of the Ostrogoths. As long as 
Theodoric condescended to serve, he supported with courage and 
fidelity the cause of his benefactor ; but the faithful servant was 
suddenly converted into a formidable enemy, who spread the flames 
of war from Constantinople to the Adriatic. On such occasions 
Theodoric sustained the loud and specious reproach of disloyalty and 
of ingratitude, which could be only excused by the hard necessity 
of his situation. " He reigned, not as the monarch, but as the 
minister of a ferocious people, whose spirit was unbroken by slavery, 
and impatient of real or imaginary insults. Their poverty was 
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incurable, since the most liberal donatives were soon dissipated in 
wasteful luxury, and the most fertile estates became barren in theii 
hands ; they despised, but they envied, the laborious provincials ; 
and when their substance had failed, the Ostrogoths embraced the 
familiar resources of war and rapine. ^J'he Byzantine court were 
glad to get rid of neighbours who were equally formidable as enemies 
or allies, and therefore accepted with joy the proposal of Theodoric 
that he should march, with his national troops, against Odoacer, and 
restore Italy to the Homan empire. But the forms of the commission 
or grant appear to have been expressed with a prudent ambiguity, 
which might be explained by the event ; and it was left doubtful 
whether the conqueror of Italy should reign as the lieutenant, the 
vassal, or the ally, of the ejnperor of the East. 

The reputation both of the leader and of the war diffused an 
universal ardour ; and each bold barbarian who had heard of the 
wealth and beauty of Italy was impatient to seek, through the most 
perilous adventures, the possession of such enchanting objects. The 
march of Theodoric must be considered as the emigration of an entire 
people ; the wives and children of the Goths, their aged parents, and 
most precious effects, were carefully transix)rted ; and some idea may 
be formed of the heavy baggage that now followed the camp by the 
loss of 2000 waggons which had been sustained in a single action iu 
the war of Epirus. After enduring numerous hardships during a 
march of 700 miles, which had been undertaken in the depth of a 
rigorous winter, Theodoric at length surmounted eveiy obstacle by 
skilful conduct and persevering courage, descended from the Julian 
Alps, and displayed his invincible banners on the confines of Italy. 

§ 4. The fate of Italy was decided in three battles (a. d. 489, 490); 
and after three defeats, Odoacer, despairing any longer of success in 
the field, shut himself up in Ravenna. This city, secure in the 
fortidcations of art and nature, sustained a siege of almost three 
years, and the daring sallies of Odoacer carried slaughter and dismay 
into the Gothic camp. At length, destitute of provisions and hope- 
less of relief, that unfortunate monarch yielded to the groans of his 
subjects and the clamours of his soldiers. A treaty of peace was 
negotiated by the bishop of Ravenna ; the Ostrogoths were admitted 
into the city ; and the hostile kings consented, under the sanction of 
an oath, to rule with equal and undivided authority the provinces of 
Italy. The event of such an agreement may be easily foreseen. 
After some days had been devoted to the semblance of joy and 
friendship, Odoacer, in the midst of a solemn banquet, was stabbed 
by the hand, or at least by the command, of his rival (a. n. 493). 
Theodoric thus became master of Italy, with the tardy, reluctant, 
ambiguous consent of the emperor of the East. His reputation 
rei)oses on the visible peace and prosperity of a reign of 33 years 
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(a.i>. 493-526), the tmanimotis esteonl^of his own times, and the 
memory of his wisdom and courage, his justice and humanity, 
which was deeply impressed on the minds of the Goths and Italians. 

§ 5. The partition of the lands of Italy, of which Theodoric 
assigned the third part to his soldiers, is honourahly arraigned as the 
sole injustice of his life. And even this act may be fairly justified 
by the example of Odoacer, the rights of conquest, the true interest 
of the Italians, and the sacred duty of subsisting a whole people, 
who, on the faith of his promises, had transported themselves into 
a distant land. Under the reign of Theodoric, and in the happy 
climate of Italy, the Goths soon multiplied to a formidable host of 
200,000 men, and the whole amount of their families may be com- 
puted by the ordinary addition of women and children. 'JTieir in- 
vasion of property, a part of which must have been already vacant, 
was disguised by the generous but improper name of hospitality ; 
these unwelcome guests were irregularly dispersed over the face of 
Italy, and the lot of each barbarian was adequate to his birth and 
office, the number of his followers, and the rustic wealth which he 
possessed in slaves and cattle. Tlie distinctions of noble and plebeian 
were acknowledged, but every freeman enjoyed the inestimable pri- 
vilege of being subject only to the laws of his country. Fashion, and 
even convenience, soon persuaded the conquerors to assume the more 
elegant dress of the natives, but they still persisted in the use of 
their mother tongue ; and their contempt for the Latin schools was 
applauded by Tlieodoric himself, who gratified their prejudices, or 
his own, by declaring that the child who had trembled at a rod 
would never dare to look upon a sword. Distress might sometimes 
provoke the indigent Roman to assume the ferocious manners which 
were insensibly relinquished by the rich and luxurious barbarian ; 
but these mutual conversions were not encouraged by the jxDlicy of 
a monarch who perpetuated the separation of the Italians and Goths, 
reserving the former for the arts of peace, and the latter for the 
service of war. To accomplish this design, he studied to protect his 
industrious subjects, and to moderate the violence, without enervating 
the valour, of his soldiers, who were maintained for the public de- 
fence. They held their lands and benefices as a mihtary stipend : at 
the sound of the trumpet they wgre prepared to march under the con- 
duct of their provincial officers, and the whole extent of Italy was dis- 
tributed into the several quarters of a well-regulated camp. A firm 
though gentle discipline imposed the habits of modesty, obedience, 
and temperance ; and the Goths were instructed to spare the people, 
to reverence the laws, to understand the duties of civil society, and to 
disclaim the barbarous licence of judicial combat and private revenge. 

§ 6. Among the barbarians of the West the victory of Theodoric 
had spread a general alarm. But as soon as it appeared that he was 
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satisfied with conquest and iesirous of peace, terror was changed 
into respect, and they submitted to a powerful mediation, which was 
uniformly employed for the best purposes of reconciling their quarrels 
and civilising their manners. The ambassadors who resorted to 
Eavenna from the most distant countries of Europe admired his 
wisdom, magnificence, and courtesy; and if ho sometimes accepted 
either slaves or arms, white horses or strange animals, the gift of a 
sun-dial, a water-clock, or a musician, admonished even the princes 
of Gaul of the superior art and industry of liis Italian subjects. His 
domastic alliances, a wife, two daughters, a sister, and a niece, united 
the family of Theodoric with the kings of the Franks, the Bur- 
gundians, the Visigoths, the Vandals, and the Thuringians, and con- 
tributed to maintain the harmony, or at least the balance, of the 
great republic of the West. 

The life of Theodoric represents the rare and meritorious example 
of a barbarian who sheathed his sword in the pride of victory and 
the vigour of his age. A reign of 33 years was consecrated to the 
duties of civil government, and the hostilities, in which he was 
sometimes involved, were speedily terminated by the conduct of his 
lieutenants, the discipline of his troops, the arms of his allies, and 
even by the terror of his name. He reduced, under a strong and 
regular government, the unprofitable countries of Rhsetia, Noricuro, 
Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the source of the Danube and the ter- 
ritory of the Bavarians to the petty kingdom erected by the Gepidas 
on the ruins of Sirmium. The greatness of a servant, who Avas 
named perfidious because he was successful, awakened the jealousy 
of the emperor Anastasius ; and a war Avas kindled on the Dacian 
frontier, by the protection which the Gothic king, in the vicissitude 
of human affairs, had granted to one of the descendants of Attila. 
Sabinian, a general illustrious by his OAvn and father’s paerit, advanced 
at the head of 10,000 Romans ; and the provisions and arms, which 
filled a long train of Avaggons, Avore distributed to the fiercest of the 
Bulgarian tribes (a. d. 505), But in the fields of Margus the Eastern 
powers were defeated by the inferior forces of the Goths and Huns; 
and the flower and even the hope of the Roman armies was irre- 
trievably destroyed. Exasperated by this disgrace, the Byzantine 
court despatched 200 ships and 8000 men to plunder the sea-coast of 
Calabria and Apulia : they assaulted the ancient city of Tarentum, 
interrupted the trade and agriculture of a happy country, and sailed 
back to the Hellespont, proud of their piratical victory over a people 
whom they still presumed to consider as tlieir Itoman brethren 
(a. d. 509). Their retreat Avas possibly hastened by tlie activity of 
Theodoric ; Italy Avas covered by a fleet of 1000 light vessels, which 
he constructed with incredible despatch ; and his firm moderation 
was soon rewarded by a solid and honourable peace. He maintained 
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with a powerful hand the balance of the West, till it was at length 
overthrown by the ambition of Clovis ; and although unable to assist 
his rash and unfortunate kinsman, the king of the Visigoths, he 
saved the remains of his family and people, and checked the Franks 
in the midst 9f their victorious career. I am not desirous to prolong 
or repeat this narrative of military events, the least interesting of the 
reign of Theodoric, and shall be content to add that the Alemanni 
were protected, that an inroad of the Burgundians was severely 
chastised, and that the conquest of Arles and Marseilles opened a 
free communication with the Visigoths, who revered him both as their 
national j)rotector, and as the guardian of his grandchild, tlie infant 
son of Alaric. Under this respectable character the king of Italy 
restored the Prajtorian prajfecture of tlic Gauls, refonned some abuses 
in the civil government of Spain, and accepted the annual tribute and 
apparent submission of its military governor, who wisely refused to 
trust his persou in the palace of Kavenna. The Gothic sovereignty 
was established from Sicily to the Danube, from Sirmium or Belgrade 
to the Atlantic Ocean ; and the Greeks themselves have acknowledged 
that Theodoric reigned over the fairest portion of the Western empire 
§ 7. The union of the Goths and Romans might have fixed for 
ages the transient happiness of Italy ; and the first of nations, a new 
people of free subjects and enlightened soldiers, might have gradu- 
ally arisen from the mutual emulation of their respective virtues. 
But the sublime merit of guiding or seconding such a revolution 
was not reserved for the reign of Theodoric ; he wanted either the 
genius or the opportunities of a legislator ; and while he indulged the 
Goths in the enjoyment of rude liberty, he servilely copied the insti- 
tutions, and even the abuses, of the political system which had been 
framed by Constantine and his successors. From a tender regard to 
the expiring pjcjudices of Rome, the barbarian declined the name, 
the purple, and the diadem of the emperors ; but he assumed, under 
the hereditary title of king, the whole substance and plenitude of 
Imperial prerogative. His addresses to the Eastern throne were re- 
spectful and ambiguous : he celebrated in pompous style the har- 
mony of the two republics, applauded his own government as the 
perfect similitude of a sole and undivided empire, and claimed above 
the kings of the earth the same pre-eminence which lie modestly 
allowed to the person or rank of Anastasius. The alliance of the 
East and West was annually declared by the unanimous choice of 
two consuls; but it should seem that the Italian candidate, who was 
named by Theodoric, accepted a formal confirmation from the sove- 
reign of Constantinople. The Gothic palace of Ravenna reflected the 
image of the court of Theodosius or Valentinian. The Praetorian 
praefect, the praefect of Romo, the quaestor, the master of the offices, 
with the public and patrimonial treasures, whoso functions are 
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painted in gaudy colours by the rhetoric of Cassiodorus, still con- 
tinued to act as the ministers of state. And the subordinate care of 
justice and the revenue was delegated to seven consulars, three cor- 
rectors, and five presidents, who governed the fifteen regions of Italy 
according to the principles, and even the forms, of Roman juris- 
pmdencc. The violence of the conquerors was abated or eluded by 
the slow artifice of judicial proceedings ; the civil administration, 
with its honours and emoluments, was confined to the Italians ^ and 
the people still preserved their dress and language, tlieir laws and 
customs, their personal freedom, and two-thirds of their landed pro* 
j)erty. It had been the object of Augustus to conceal the introduc- 
tion of monarchy ; it was the policy of Theodoric to disguise the 
reign of a barbarian. If his subjects were semetimes awakened from 
this pleasing vision of a Eoman government, they derived more sub- 
stantial comfort from the character of a Gothic prince who had pene- 
tration to discern, and firmness to xuirsue, his own and the imblic 
interest. Theodoric loved the virtues which he xiossessed, and the 
talents of which he was destitute. Liherius ^vas xiromoted to the 
office of Praetorian pra'fect for his unshaken fidelity to the unfor- 
tunate cause of Odoacer. The ministers of Theodoric, Cassiodorus 
and Boethius, have reflected on his reign the lustre of their genius 
and learning. More jirudent or more fortunate than his colleague, 
Cassiodorus preserved his own esteem without forfeiting the royal 
favour ; and after x^assing 30 years in the honours of the world, he 
was blessed witli an equal term of repose in the devout and studious 
solitude of Squillace. 

§ 8. As the patron of the republic, it was the interest and duty of 
the Gothic king to cultivate the affections of the senate and people. 
The nobles of Rome were flattered by sonorous epithets and formal 
Xirofessions of respect, which had been more justly 'applied to the 
merit and authority of their ancestors. The xieoi^le enjoyed, with- 
out fear or danger, the three blessings of a capital, order, xdenty, and 
public amusements. The public games exhibited a faint and feeble 
copy of the magnificence of the Ca3sars : yet the musical, the gym- 
nastic, and the pantomime arts, had not totally sunk in oblivion ; 
the wild beasts of Africa still exercised in the amx'hitheatre the 
rourage and dexterity of the hunters ; and the indulgent Goth either 
patiently tolerated or gently restrained the blue and green factions, 
whose contests so often filled the circus with clamour, and even with 
blood. In the seventh year of his peaceful reign (a.d. 500), Theodoric 
visited the old capital of the world ; the senate and people advanced 
in solemn procession to salute a second Trajan, a new Valentinian ; 
and he nobly supported that character, by the assurance of a just 
and legal government, in a discourse which he was not afraid to pro- 
nounce in public, and to insciibe on a tablet of brass. Rome, in this 
august ceremony, shot a last ray of declining glory. During a re- 
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sidence of six moutlis, the fame, the person, and tlie courteous de- 
meanour of the Gothic king, excited the admiration of the Romans, 
and ho contemplated, with equal curiosity and surprise, the monu- 
ments that remained of their ancient greatness. He imprinted the 
footsteps of a‘ conqueror on the Capitoline hill, and frankly confessed 
that each day he viewed with fresh wonder the forum of Trajan and 
his lofty column. The theatre of Pompey appeared, even in its 
decay, as a huge mountain artificially hollowed and polished, and 
adorned by human industry ; and he vaguely computed that a river 
of gold must have been drained to erect the colossal amphitheatre of 
Titus. From the mouths of fourteen aqueducts a pure and copious 
stream was diffused into every part of the city. The long and spa- 
cious vaults which had been constructed for the purpose of common 
sewers subsisted after twelve centuries in their pristine strength ; 
and these subterraneous channels have been preferred to all the 
visible wonders of Rome. The Gothic kings, so injuriously accused 
of the ruin of antiquity, were anxious to preserve the monuments of 
the nation whom they had subdued. The royal edicts w^erc framed 
to prevent the abuses, the neglect, or the depredations of the citizens 
themselves ; and a professed architect, the annual sum of two hun- 
dred pounds of gold, twenty-five thousand tiles, and the receipt of 
customs from the Lucrine port, were assigned for the ordinary rejiairs 
of the walls and public edifices. A similar care was extended to the 
statues of metal or marble of men or animals. The spirit of the 
horses which have given a modern name to the Quirinal was ap- 
plauded by the barbarians ; the brazen elephants of the Via sacra 
were diligently restored ; the famous heifer of Myron deceived the 
cattle, as they were driven through the forum of peace ; and an 
officer was created to protect those works of art, which Theodoric 
considered as the noblest ornament of his kingdom. 

§ 9. After the example of the last emperors, Theodoric preferred 
the residence of Ravenna. As often as the 
I^eace of his kingdom was threatened (for it 
was never invaded) by the barbarians, he re- 
moved his court to Verona * on the northern 
frontier, and the image of his palace at this 
place is still extant on a seal. These two 
capitals, as well as Pavia, Spoleto, Naples, 
and the rest of the Italian cities, acquired 
under his reign the useful or splendid decora- 
tions of churches, aqueducts, baths, porticoes, 
and palaces. But the happiness of the sub- 
ject was more truly conspicuous in the busy 
scene of labour and luxury, in the rapid increase and bold enjoy- 

♦ Theodoric of Verona, under the name of Dietrich of Bern, is celebrated i« 
the legendary poetry of the Germans. ‘ 
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ment of national wealth. From tlio shades of Tibur and Prienestc, 
the Roman senators still retired in the winter season to the warm sun 
and salubrious springs of Baiaa ; and their villas, which advanced on 
solid moles into the bay of Naples, commanded the various prospect 
of the sky, the earth, and the water. On the eastern side of tho 
Adriatic a new Campania was formed in the fair and fruitful pro- 
vince of Istria, which communicated with the palace of Ravenna by 
an easy navigation of 100 miles. The rich productions of Lucania 
and tho adjacent provinces were exchanged at the Marcilian fountain, 
in a populous fair annually dedicated to trade, intemperance, and 
superstition. Agriculture revived under the shadow of peace, and 
the number of husbandmen was multiplied by the redemption of cap- 
tives. The iron-mines of Dalmatia, a gold-mine in Bruttium, were 
carefully explored, and the Pomptine marshos, as well as those of 
Spoleto, were drained and cultivated by private undertakers, whose 
distant reward must depend on the continuance of the public pro- 
sperity. Whenever the seasons were less x>ropitious, the doubtful 
precautions of forming magazines of corn, fixing the price, and pro- 
hibiting the exportation, attested at least the benevolence of the 
state ; but such was tho extraordinary plenty which an industrious 
people produced from a grateful soil, that a gallon of wine was some- 
times sold in Italy for less than three farthings, and a quarter of 
wheat at about five shillings and sixpence. A country possessed of 
so many valuable objects of exchange soon attracted the merchants 
of the world, whose beneficial traffic was encouraged and protected 
by the liberal spirit of Theodoric. The free intercourse of the pro- 
vinces by land and water was restored and extended ; the city gates 
were never shxit either by day or by night ; and the common saying* 
that a purse of gold might be safely left in the fields, was expressive 
of the conscious security of the inhabitants. 

§ 10. A difference of religion is always pernicious and often fatal 
to the harmony of the prince and people : the Gothic conqueror had 
been educated in the profession of Arianism, and Italy was devoutly 
attached to the Nicene faith. But the persuasion of Theodoric was 
not infected by zeal ; and satisfied with the private toleration of his 
Arian sectaries, he allowed the Catholics to continue in possession of 
the power and emoluments of the church. With the protection, 
Theodoric assumed the legal supremacy, of the church ; and his 
firm administration restored or extended some useful prerogatives 
which had been neglected by the feeble emperors of the West. He 
was not ignorant of the dignity and importance of the Roman pontiff, 
to whom the venerable name of pope was now appropriated. When 
the chair of St. Peter was disputed by Symmachus and Laurence, 
they appeared at his summons before the tribunal of an Arian 
monarch, and he confirmed the election of the most worthy or the 
most obsequious candidate. 
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§ 11. I have descanted with pleasure on the fortunate condition of 
Italy, but our fancy must not hastily conceive that the golden age 
of the poets, a race of men without vice or misery, was realised 
under the Gothic conquest. The fair .prospect was sometimes over- 
cast with clouds ; the wisdom of Theodoric might be deceived, his 
power might be resisted, and the declining age of the monarch was 
sullied with popular hatred and patrician blood. Two hundred 
thousand barbarians, fonnidable even to their master, were seated in 
the heart of Italy ; they indignantly supported the restraints of peace 
and discipline ; the disorders of their march were always felt and 
sometimes compensated ; and where it was dangerous lo punish, it 
might be prudent to dissemble, the sallies of their native lierceness. 

Even the religious toleration which Theodoric had the glory of 
introducing into the Christian world was painful and oflensive to 
the orthodox zeal of the Italians. They respected the armed heresy 
of the Goths ; but their pious rage Avas safely pointed against the 
rich and defenceless Jews, who had formed their establishments at 
E^aples, Eome, Eavenna, Milan, and Genoa, for the benefit of trade, 
and under the sanction of the laws. Their j)ersons were insulted, 
their efi'ects were pillaged, and their synagogues were burnt by the 
mad populace of Eavenna and Eome, inflamed, as it should seesn, 
by the most frivolous or extravagant pretences. The government 
Avhich could neglect, would have deserved sncl) an outrage. A legal 
inquiry was instantly directed ; and, as the authors of the tumult 
had escaped in the crowd, the whole community was condemned to 
repair the damage, and the obstinate bigots, who refused their con- 
tributions, were wbipj)ed through the streets by the hand of the exe- 
cutioner. This simple act of justice exasperated the discontent of 
the catholics, who applauded the merit and patience of these holy ’ 
confessors. At the close of a glorious life, the king of Italy disco- 
vered that he had excited the hatred of a peoyde whose hay:>yjincs8 
he had so assiduously laboured to yn'omote ; and his mind was soured 
by indignation, jealousy, and the bitterness of unrequited love. ^J’liO 
Gothic conqueror condescended to disarm the unwarlike natives of 
Italy, interdicting all wcay)ons of offence, and excey^ting only a small 
knife for domestic use. The deliverer of Eome was accused of con- 
spiring with the vilest informers against the lives of senators whom 
he suspected of a secret and treasonable correspondence with the 
Byzantine court. After the death of Anastasias, the diadem had 
been placed on the head of a feeble old man, but the powers oi 
government were assumed by bis neyjhew Justinian, who already 
meditated the extirpation of heresy and the conquest of Italy and 
Africa. A rigorous law, which was published at Constantinople, to 
reduce the Arians, by the dread of punishment, within the ymle of 
the church, awakened the just resentment of Theodoric, who claimed 
for his distressed brethren of the East the same indulgence which he 
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had so long granted to the catholics of his dominions. At his stem 
command the Koman pontiff, with four illustrious senators, em- 
barked on an embassy of which he must have alike dreaded the 
failure or the success. The singular \'encration shown to the first 
pope who had visited Constantinople was punished as a crime by the 
zealous monarch ; the artful or peremptory refusal of the Byzantine 
court might excuse an equal, and would provoke a larger, measure 
of retaliation ; and a mandate was prepared in Italy to prohibit, after 
a stated day, the exercise of the catholic worship. By the bigotry 
of his subjects and enemies the most tolerant of princes was driven 
to the brink of persecution, and the life of Thcodoric was too long, 
since he lived to condemn the virtue of Boethius and Symmachus. 

§ 12. The senator Boethius is the last of the Romans whom Cato 
or Tully could have acknowledged for their countrymen. As a 
wealthy orphan, he inherited the i>atrimony and honours of the 
Anician family, a name ambitiously assumed by tlie kings and 
emporoi-s of the age, and the appellation of Manlius asserted his 
genuine or fabulous descent from a race of consuls and dictators who 
had repulsed the Gauls from the Capitol, and sacrificed their sons to 
the disciidine of the republic. In the youth of Boethius the studies 
of Rome were not totally abandoned ; a Virgil is now extant cor- 
rected by the hand of a consul ; and the professors of grammar, 
rhetoric, and jurisprudence were maintained in their privileges and 
pensions by the liberality of the Goths. But the erudition of the 
Tiatin language was insiiflicient to satiate his ardent curiosity ; he 
studied deeply the writings of the Greek idiilosophcrs ; and he 
imbibed the spirit, and imitated the method, of his dead and living 
masters, who attempted to reconcile the strong and subtle sense of 
Aristotle with the devout contcmjdation and sublime fancy of Plato. 
For the benefit of his Latin readers, his genius submitted to teach 
the first elements of the arts and sciences of Greece. The geometry 
of Euclid, the music of Pythagoras, the arithmetic of Nicomachus^ 
the mechanics of Archimedes, the astronomy of Ptolemy, the theo- 
logy of Plato, and the logic of Aristotle, with the commentary of 
Porphyry’", were translated and illustrated by the indefatigable pen 
of the Roman senator. And he alone was esteemed capable of 
describing the wonders of art, a sun-dial, a water-clock, or a sphere 
which represented the motions of the planets. From these abstruse 
speculations Boethius stooped — or, to speak more tmly, he rose — to 
the social duties of public and private life ; the indigent were re- 
lieved by his liberality, and his eloquence, which flattery might 
compare to the voice of Demosthenes or Cicero, was uniformly 
exerted in the cause of innocence and humanity. Such conspicuous 
merit was felt and rewarded by a discerning prince : the dignity of 
Boethius was adorned with the titles of consul and patrician, and 
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his talents were usefully employed in the important station of 
master of the offices. Notwithstanding the equal claims of the East 
and West, his two sons were created, in their tender youth, the 
consuls of the same year. Prosperous in his fame and fortunes, in 
his public honours and private alliances, in the cultivation of 
science and the consciousness of virtue, Boethius might have been 
styled happy, if that precarious epithet could be safely applied 
before the last term of the life of man. 

§ 13. A philosopher, liberal of his wealth and parsimonious of his 
time, might be insensible to the common allurements of ambition, 
the thirst of gold and employment. And some credit may be duo 
to the asseveration of Boethius, that he had reluctantly obeyed the 
divine Plato, who enjoins every virtuous citizen to rescue the state 
from the usurpation of vice and ignorance. Por the integrity of his 
public conduct he appeals to the memory of his country. He had 
always pitied, and often relieved, the distress of the provincials, 
whose fortunes were exhausted by public and private rapine ; and 
Boethius alone had courage to oi)pose the tyranny of the harharians, 
elated by conquest, excited by avarice, and, as he complains, en- 
couraged by impunity. In these honourable contests his spirit 
soared above the consideration of danger, and perhaps of prudence ; 
and we may learn from the example of Cato that a character of pure 
and inflexible virtue is the most apt to be misled by prejudice, to be 
heated by enthusiasm, and to confound private enmities with public 
justice. The favour and fidelity of Boethius declined in just pro- 
portion with the public happiness, and- an unworthy colleague was 
imposed to divide and control the jjower of the master of the offices. 
In the last gloomy season of Thcodoric he indignantly felt that he 
was a slave ; but as his master had only power over his life, he 
stood, without arms and v/ithout fear, against the face of an angry 
barbarian, who had been provoked to believe that the safety of the 
senate was incompatible with his own. ’J'he senator Albinus was 
accused and already convicted on the presumption of hoping, as it 
was said, the liberty of Borne. “If Albinus be criminal,” ex- 
claimed the orator, “ the senate and myself are all guilty of the 
same crime. If we are innocent, Albinus is equally entitled to the 
protection of the laws.” These laws might not have punished the 
simple and barren wish of an unattainable blessing ; but they would 
have shown less indulgence to the rash confession of Boethius, that, 
had he known of a conspiracy, the tyrant never should. The advo- 
cate of Albinus was soon involved in the danger and perhaps the 
guilt of his client ; their signature (which they denied as a forgery) 
was affixed to the original address inviting the emperor to deliver 
Italy from the Goths ; and three witnesses of honourable rank, 
perhaps of infamous reputation, attested the treasonable designs of 
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the Roman patrician. Yet his innocence must be presumed, since 
he was deprived by Theodoric of the means of justification, and 
rigorously confined in the tower of Pavia, while the senate, at the 
distance of 600 miles, pronounced a sentence of confiscation and 
death against the most illustrious of its members. At the command 
of the barbarians, the occult science of a philosopher was stigmatised 
with the names of sacrilege and magic. A devout and dutiful 
attachment to the senate was condemned as criminal by the trem- 
bling voices of the senators themselves ; , and their ingratitude 
deserved the wish or prediction of Boethius, that, after him, none 
should be found guilty of the same oflence. 

§ 14. While Boethius, oi)pressed with fetters, expected each 
moment the sentence or the stroke of death, he composed in the 
tower of Pavia the Consolation of Philosophy ; a golden volume not 
unworthy of the leisure of Plato or Tully, but which claims in- 
comparable merit from the barbarism of tlie times and the situation 
of the author. The celestial guide whom he had so long invoked 
now condescended to illumine his dungeon, to revive his courage, 
and to pour into his wounds her salutary balm. Suspense, the 
worst of evils, was at length determined by the ministers of death, 
who executed, and perhaps exceeded, the inhuman mandate of 
Theodoric. A strong cord was fastened round the head of Boethius, 
and forcibly tightened till his eyes.almost started from their sockets ; 
and some mercy may be discovered in the milder torture of beating 
him witli clubs till he expired (a. d. 524). But his genius survived 
to diffuse a ray of knowledge over the darkest ages of the Latin 
world ; the writings of the i)hilosoj)her were translated by the most 
glorious of the English kings, and the third emperor of the name of 
Otho removed to a more honourable tomb the bones of a catholic 
saint who, from his Arian persecutors, had acquired the honours of 
martyrdom and the fame of miracles. In the last hours of Boethius 
lie derived some comfort from the safety of his two sons, of his wife, 
and of his father-in-law, the venerable Symmachus. But the grief 
of Symmachus was indiscreet, and perhaps disrespectful ; he had 
presumed to lament, he might dare to revenge, the death of an 
injured friend. He was dragged in chains from Rome to the palace 
of Ravenna, and the suspicions of Theodoric could only be appeased 
by the blood of an innocent and aged senator (a. d. 525). 

§ 15. Humanity will be disposed to encourage any report which 
tcstilics the jurisdiction of conscience and the remorse of kings. 
After a life of virtue and glory, Theodoric was now descending with 
shame and guilt into the grave : his mind was humbled by the 
contrast of the past, and justly alarmed by the invisible terrors of 
futurity. One evening, as it is related, when the head of a large 
fish was served on the royal table, he suddenly exclaimed that ho 
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beheld the angry countenance of Symmachus, his eyes glaring fury 
and revenge, and his mouth armed with long sharp teeth, which 
threatened to devour him. The monarch instantly retired to his 
chamber, and, as he lay trembling with aguish cold under a weight 
of bed-clothes, he expressed in broken murmurs to his physician 
Klpidius his deep repentance for the murders of Boethius and 
Symmachus. His malady increased, and, after a dysentery which 
continued three days, he expired in the palace of Ravenna, in the 
33rd, or, if we compute from the invasion of Italy, in the 37th year 
of his reign (a. d. 626). Conscious of his approaching end, he ' 
divided his treasures and provinces between his tw'o grandsons, and 
fixed the Rhone as their common boundary. Amalaric was restored 
to the throne of Spain. Italy, with all the conquests of the Ostro- 
goths, was bequeathed to Athalaric, whose age did not exceed ten 
years, but who was cherished as the last male ofispring of the line 
of Amali, by the short-lived marriage of his mother Amalasuntha 
with a royal fugitive of the same blood. The monument of Theo- 
doric was erected by his daughter Amalasuntha in a conspicuous 
situation, which commanded the city of Ravenna, the harbour, and 
the adjacent coast. A ' chapel of a circular form, 30 feet in 
diameter, is crowned by a dome of one entire piece of granite : 
from the centre of the dome four columns arose, which supported in 
a vase of porphyry the remains of the Gothic king, surrounded by 
the brazen statues of the twelve apostles. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

REIGN OP JUSTINIAN. INTERNAL HISTORY. 

§ 1. Elevation of Justin: adoption and succession of Justinian. § 2, Cha* 
racter and histories of Procopius: division of the reign of Justinian. § 3, 
History and elevation of the Empress Theodora. § 4, The factions of the 
Circus. § 5. They distract Constantinople and the East. § 6. The 
“Nika” riots at Constantinople. § 7, Introduction of silk-worms into 
Greece. § 8. Avarice and profusion of Justinian and John of Ca]>padocia. 
§ 9. Edifices of Justinian: Church of St. Sophia. § 10. Fortifications of 
Justinian. § 11. Tlie Persian war in the reign of Anastasias : fortification 
of Dara. § 12. Justinian suppresses the schools of Athens. § 13. And 
the Homan consulship. 

§ 1. The emperor Justinian was Lorn near the ruins of Sardica (the 
modern Sophia) in a. d. 482 or 483, of an obscure race of barbarians, 
the inhabitants of a wild and desolate country, to which the names of 
Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have been successively applied. 
His elevation was prepared by the adventurous spirit of his uncle 
Justin, who, with two other peasants of the same village, deserted 
for the profession of arms the more useful employment of husband- 
men or shepherds. On foot, with a scanty provision of biscuit in 
their knapsacks, the three youths followed the high road of Con- 
stantinople, and were soon enrolled, for their strength and stature, 
among the guards of the emperor Leo. Under the two succeeding 
reigns, Justin emerged to wealth and honours ; and on the death 
of Anastasius the Dacian peasant was invested with the purple 
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by the unanimous consent of the soldiers (a. d. 518). The elder 
Justin, as he is distinguished from another emperor of the same 
family and name, ascended the Byzantine throne at the age of 
68 years. After a reign of nine he adopted as his colleague his 
nephew Justinian, whom his uncle had drawn from the rustic 
solitude of Dacia, and educated at Constantinople as the heir of his 
fortune and the empire. Justin lived about four months after the 
diadem had been placed on the head of his nephew ; but from the 
instant of this ceremony he was considered as dead to the empire, 
which acknowledged Justinian, in the 45th year of his age, for the 
lawful sovereign of the P'ast. 

§ 2. From his elevation to his death, Justinian governed the 
Roman empire 38 years, 7 months, and 13 days (a.d. 527, 
April 1 — A.D. 565, Nov. 14). The events of his reign, which excite 
our curious attention by their number, variety, and importance, 
are diligently related by Procopius, the secretary of Belisarius, a 
rhetorician, whom eloquence had promoted to the rank of senator 
and prsefect of Constantinople. According to the vicissitudes of 
courage or servitude, of favour or disgrace, Procopius successively 
composed the history, the panegyric, and the satire of his own 
times. The eight books of the Persian, Vandalic, and Gothic wars, 
which are continued in the five books of Agathias, deserve oin* 
esteem as a laborious and successful imitation of the Attic, or at 
least of the Asiatic, writers of ancient Greece. The writings of 
I’rocopius were read and applauded by his contemporaries : but, 
although he respectfully laid them at the foot of the throne, the pride 
of Justinian must have been w^ounded by the praise of an hero who 
perpetually eclipses the glory of his inactive sovereign. The con- 
scious dignity of independence was subdued by the hopes and fears 
of a slave ; and the secretary of Belisarius laboured for pardon and 
reward in the six books of the Imperial Edifices. Ho had dex- 
terously chosen a subject of ai)parent splendour, in which be could 
loudly celebrate the genius, the magnificence, and the piety of a 
prince who, both as a conqueror and legislator, had surpassed the 
puerile virtues of Thcmistocles and Cyrus. Disappointment might 
urge the flatterer to secret revenge ; and the first glance of favour 
might again tempt him to suspend and suppress a libel in which the 
Roman Cyrus is degraded into an odious and contemptible tyrant, 
in which both the emperor and his consort I'lieodora are seriously 
represented as two da 0 njons who had assumed an human form for 
the destruction of mankind. Such base inconsistency must doubt* 
less sully the reputation, and detract from the credit, of Procopius : 
yet, after the venom of his malignity lias been suffered to exhale, 
the residue of the Anecdotes, even the most disgraceful facts, some 
of which had been tenderly hinted in his public history, are csto- 
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blished by their internal evidence, or the authentic monumente of 
the times. From these various mateiials I shall now proceed to 
describe the reign of Justinian, which will deserve and occupy an 
ample space. The present chapter will exidain the elevation of 
Theodora, the factions of the circus, and the peaceful administration 
of the sovereign of the East. In the two next chapters I shall relate 
the wars of J ustinian, which achieved the conquest of Africa and Italy; 
and I shall follow the victories of Belisarius and Narses, without 
disguising the vanity of their triumphs, or the hostile virtue of the 
Persian and Gothic heroes. The following chapter will embrace the 
jurisprudence of the emperor, and the reformation of the Roman law 
which is obeyed or respected by the nations of modem Europe. 

§ 3. In the exercise of supreme power, the first act of Justinian 
was to divide it with the woman whom he loved, the famous Theo- 
dora, whose strange elevation cannot be applauded as the triumph 
of female virtue. She was the daughter of Acacius, to whom the 
care of the wild Ixiasts maintained by the green faction at Con- 
stantinople was intrusted. This honourable ofiice was given after 
his death to another candidate, notwithstanding the diligence of his 
widow, who had already provided a husband and a successor. 
Acacius had left three daughters, Comito, Theodora, and Anastasia, 
the eldest of whom did not then exceed the age of seven years. On 
a solemn festival, these helpless orphans were sent by their disti’essed 
and indignant mother, in the garb of suppliants, into the midst of the 
theatre : the green faction received them with contempt, the blues 
witli compassion ; and this difference, which sunk deep into the 
mind of Theodora, was felt long afterwards in the administration of 
the empire. As they improved in age and beauty, the three sisters 
were successively devoted to the pleasures of the Byzantine people : 
and Theodora, after following Comito on the stage, in the dress of a 
slave, with a stpol on her head, was at length permitted to exercise 
her independent talents. She neither danced, nor sung, nor played 
on the flute ; her skill was confined to the pantomime arts ; she ex- 
celled in buffoon characters ; and as often as the comedian swelled 
iicr cheeks, and complained with a ridiculous tone and gesture of 
the blows that were inflicted, the whole theatre of Constantinople 
resounded with laughter and applause. The beauty of Theodora 
was celebrated in every part of the Eastern empire, and attracted 
numerous admirers, to whom she readily sold her charms. After 
leading a most licentious life for several years, she at length capti- 
vated and fixed Justinian, who already reigned with absolute sway 
under the name of his uncle. Justinian delighted to ennoble and 
enrich the object of his affection : the treasures of the East were 
poured at her feet, and the nephew of Justin was determined, per- 
haps by religious scruples, to bestow on his concubine the sacred and 
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character of a wife. But the laws of Rome expressly pro- 
hibited the marriage of a senator with any female who had been 
dishonoured by a servile origin or theatrical profession : the empress 
Lupicina or Euphemia, a barbarian of rustic manners, but of irre- 
proachable virtue, refused to accept a prostitute for her niece ; and 
even Vigilantia, the superstitious motlier of Justinian, though she 
acknowledged the wit and beauty of Theodora, was seriously appre- 
hensive lest the ievity and arrogance of that artful paramour might 
corrupt the piety and happiness of her son. These obstacles were 
removed by the inflexible constancy of Justinian. He patiently 
expected the death of the empress ; he despised the tears of his 
mother, who soon sunk under the weight of her affliction ; and a law 
was promulgated, in the name of the emperor Justin, wliich per- 
mitted actresses to contract a legal union with the most illustrious 
of the Romans. This indulgence was speedily followed by the 
solemn nuptials of Justinian and Theodora; her dignity was gra- 
dually exalted with that of her lover ; and, as soon as Justin had 
invested his nephew with the purple, the patriarch of Constantinople 
placed the diadem on the heads of the emperor and empress of the 
East. But the usual honours which the severity cff Roman manners 
had allowed to the wives of princes could not satisfy either the am- 
bition of Theodora or the fondness of Justinian. He seated her on 
the throne as an equal and independent colleague in the sovereignty 
of the empire, and an oath of allegiance was imposed on the 
governors of the provinces in the joint names of Justinian and Theo- 
dora. The wishes and prayers of Theodora could never obtain the 
blessing of a lawful son, and she buried an infant daughter, the sole 
offspring of her marriage. Notwithstanding this disapioointment, 
her dominion was permanent and absolute ; and she preserved, by 
art or merit, the affections of Justinian till her death in the 24th 
year of her marriage, and the 22nd of her reign (a.d. 548). 

§ 4, A material difference may be observed in the games of anti- 
quity : the most eminent of the Greeks were actors, the Romans 
were merely spectators. The Olympic stadium was open tc 
wealth, merit, and ambition ; and if the candidates could depend on 
their personal skill and activity, they might pursue the footsteps of 
Diomede and Menelaus, and conduct their own horses in the rapid 
career. But a senator, or even a citizen, conscious of his dignity, 
would have blushed to expose his person or his horses in the circus 
of Rome. The games were exhibited at the expense of the republic, 
the magistrates, or the emperors ; hut the reins were abandoned to 
servile hands. The race, in its first institution, was a simple con- 
test of two chariots, whose drivers were distinguished by ivhite and 
red liveries : two additional colours, a light green and a caerulean 
blue, were afterwards introduced ; and, as the races were repeated 
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twenty-five times, one hundred chariots contributed in the same 
day to the pomp of the circus. The four factions soon acquired a 
legal establishment and a mysterious origin, and their fanciful colours 
were derived from the various appearances of nature in the four 
seasons of the year ; the red dog-star of summer, the snows of winter, 
the deep shades of autumn, and the cheerful verdure of the spring. 
Another interpretation preferred the elements to the seasons, and the 
struggle of the green and blue was supposed to represent the con- 
flict of the earth and sea. Their respective victories announced 
either a plentiful harvest or a prosperous navigation, and the hos- 
tility of the husbandmen and mariners was somewhat less absurd 
than the blind ardour of the Roman people, who devoted their lives 
and fortunes to the colour which they had espoused. Such folly 
was disdained and indulged by the wisest princes ; but the names of 
Caligula, Nero, Vitellius, Verus, Commodiis, Caracalla, and Elaga- 
halus, were enrolled in the blue or green factions of the circus : they 
frequented their stables, applauded their favourites, chastised their 
antagonists, and deserved the esteem of the populace by the natural 
or affected imitation of their manners. The bloody and tumultuous 
contest continued to disturb the public festivity till the last age of 
the spectacles of Rome ; and Theodoric, from a motive of justice or 
affection, interposed his authority to protect the greens against the 
violence of a consul and a patrician who were passionately addicted 
to the blue faction of the circus. 

§ 5. Constantinople adopted the follies, though not the virtues, of 
ancient Rome ; and the same factions which had agitated the circus 
raged with redoubled fury in the hi])podrome. Under the reign of 
Anastasius, this popular frenzy was inflamed by religious zeal ; and 
the greens, who had treacherously concealed stones and daggers 
under baskets of fruit, massacred at a solemn festival 3000 of their 
blue adversaries. From the capital this pestilence was diffused into 
the provinces and cities of the East, and the sportive distinction of 
two colours produced two strong and irreconcileable factions, which 
shook the foundations of a feeble government. The licence, without 
the freedom, of democracy, was revived at Antioch and Constanti- 
nople, and the support of a faction became necessary to every 
candidate for civil or ecclesiastical honours. A secret attachment to 
the family or sect of Anastasius was imputed to the greens ; the 
blues were zealously devoted to the cause of orthodoxy and Jus- 
tinian, and their grateful patron protected, above five years, the 
disorders of a faction whose seasonable tumults overawed the 
palace, the senate, and the capitals of the East. Insolent with 
royal favour, the blues affected to strike terror by a peculiar and 
barbaric dress — the long hair of the Huns, their close sleeves and 
ample garments, a lofty step, and a sonorous voice. In the day they 
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concealed their two-edged poniards, but in the night they boldly 
assembled in arras and in numerous bands, prepared for every act of 
violence and rapine. The despair of the greens, who were per- 
secuted by their enemies and deserted by the magistrate, assumed 
the privilege of defence, perhaps of retaliation ; but those who sur- 
vived the combat were dragged to execution, and the unhappy fugi- 
tives, escaping to woods and caverns, j)reyed without merc-y on the 
society from whence they were expelled. Although the first edict 
of Justinian, which was often repeated and sometimes executed, 
announced his firm resolution to supj)ort the innocent, and to chas- 
tise the guilty, of every denomination and colour^ 3^et tlie balance of 
justice was still inclined in favour of the blue faction, by the secret 
affection, the habits, and the fears of the emj^eror : his equity, after 
an apparent struggle, submitted without reluctance to the im- 
placable passions of Theodora, and the empress never forgot or 
forgave the injuries of the comedian. 

§ 6. A sedition, which almost laid Constantinople in ashes, was 
excited by the mutual hatred and momentary reconciliation of the 
two factions. In the fifth year of his reign (a.d. 532) Justinian 
celebrated the festival of the ides of January ; the games were 
incessantly disturbed by the clamorous discontent of the greens ; 
till at length the blues rose with fury from their seats, their hostile 
ulamours thundered in the hippodrome, and their adversaries, 
deserting the unequal contest, spread terror and despair through the 
streets of Constantinople. At this dangerous moment, seven 
notorious assassins of both factions, who had been condemned by the 
praefcct, were carried round the city, and afterwards transported to 
the place of execution in the suburb of Tera. Four were imme- 
diately beheaded ; a fifth was hanged ; but, when the same punish- 
ment was inflicted on the remaining two, the rope broke, they fell 
alive to the ground, the populace applauded their escape, and the 
monks of St. Conon, issuing from the neighbouring convent, con- 
veyed them in a boat to the sanctuary of the church. As one of 
these criminals was of the blue, and the other of the green, livery, 
the two factions were equally provoked by the cruelty of their 
oppressor or the ingratitude of their patron, and a short truce was 
concluded till they had delivered their prisoners and satisfied their 
revenge. The palace of the proefect, who withstood the seditious 
torrent, was instantly burnt, his officers and guards were massacred, 
the prisons were forced open, and freedom was restored to those who 
could only use it for the public destruction. A military force which 
had been despatched to the aid of the civil magistrate was fiercely 
encountered by an armed multitude, whose numbers and boldness 
continually increased : and the Heriili, the wildest barbarians in the 
service of the empire, overturned tlie priests and their relics, which, 
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from a pious motive, had been rashly intei*posed to separate the 
bloody conflict. The tumult was exasperated by this sacrilege ; the 
people fought with enthusiasm in the cause of God ; the women, 
from the roofs and windows, showered stones on the heads of the 
soldiers, whc darted firebrands against the houses ; and the various 
flames, which had been kindled by the hands of citizens and strangers, . 
spread without control over the face of the city. The conflagration 
involved the cathedral of St. Sophia, the baths of Zeuxippus, and 
many public and private buildings. From such scenes of horror the 
wise and wealthy citizens escaped over the Bosporus to the Asiatic 
side, and during five days Constantinople was abandoned to the 
factions, whoso watchword, Nika, vanquish 1 has given a name to 
this memorable sedition. 

As long as the factions were divided, the triumphant blues and 
desponding greens appeared to behold with the same indifference the 
disorders of the state. They agreed to censure the corrupt manage- 
ment of justice and the finance ; and the two responsible ministers, 
the artful Tribonian and the rapacious John of Cappadocia, were 
loudly arraigned as the authors of the public misery. The peaceful 
murmurs of the people would have been disregarded : they were 
heard with resixjct when the city was in flames ; the quajstor and 
the pr£efect were instantly removed, and their ofifices were filled by 
two senators of blameless integrity. After this popular concession 
Justinian proceeded to the hippodrome to confess his own errors, and 
to accept the repentance of his grateful subjects ; but they distrusted 
his assurances, though solemnly pronounced in the presence of the 
holy gospels ; and the emperor, alarmed by their distrust, retreated 
with precipitation to the strong fortress of the palace. On the 
morning of the sixth day Hypatius, a nephew of the emperor 
Anastasius, was proclaimed emperor by the people ; and if the 
usurper had complied with the advice of his senate, and urged the 
fury of the multitude, their first irresistible effort might have op- 
pressed or expelled his trembling competitor. The Byzantine 
palace enjoyed a free communication with the sea, vessels lay ready 
at the garden stairs, and a secret resolution was already formed to 
convey the em^xiror with his family and treasures to a safe retreat at 
some distance from the capital. In the midst of a council where 
Belisarius was present, Theodora alone displayed the spirit of an 
hero, and persuaded the emperor to remain. The firmness of a 
woman restored the courage to deliberate and act, and courage soon 
discovers the resources of the most desperate situation. It was an 
easy and a decisive measure to revive the animosity of the factions ; 
the blues were astonished at their own guilt and folly, that a trifling 
injury should provoke them to conspire with their implacable 
enemies against a gracious and liberal lienefactor ; they again pro- 
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claimed the majesty of Justinian ; and the greens, with, their up- 
start emperor, were loft alone in the hippodrome. The fidelity of 
the guards was doubtful ; but the military force of Justinian con- 
sisted in three thousand veterans, who had been trained to valour 
and discipline in the Persian and Illyrian wars. Under the com- 
mand of Belisarius and Mundus, they silently marched in two divi- 
sions from the palace, forced their obscure way through narrow pas- 
sages, expiring flames, and falling edifices, and burst open at the 
same moment the two opposite gates of the hippodrome. In this 
narrow space the disorderly and affrighted crowd was incapable of 
resisting on either side a firm and regular attack ; the blues sig- 
nalised the fury of their repentance, and it is computed that above 
30,000 persons were slain in the merciless and promiscuous carnage 
of the day. Hypatius was dragged from his throne, and conducted 
with his brother Pomi)ey to the feet of the emperor ^ they implored 
his clemency, but their crime was manifest, their innocence uncer- 
tain, and Justinian had been too much terrified to forgive. The 
next morning the two ne[)hews of Anastasius, with eighteen illus- 
trious accomplices, of patrician or consular rank, were privately 
executed by the soldiers, their bodies were thrown into the sea, 
their palaces razed, and their fortunes confiscated. The hippodrome 
itself was condemned, during several years, to a mournful silence ; 
with the restoration of the games the same disorders revived, and 
the blue and green factions continued to afllict the reign of Justinian, 
and to disturb the tranquillity of the Eastern empire. 

§ 7. Among many other memorable events which signalized the 
reign of Justinian, the introduction of the silkworm into Greece is 
one of not the least imj)ortance. I need not explain that silk is 
originally spun from the bowels of a caterpillar, and that it com- 
poses the golden tomb from whence a worm emerges in the form of 
a butterfly. Till the reign of Justinian the silkworm was confined 
to China. In the reign of Aurelian a pound of silk was sold at 
Home for twelve ounces of gold ; but the supply increased with the 
demand, and the price diminished with the supjdy. As silk became 
of indispensable use, the emperor Justinian saw with concern that 
the Persians had occupied by land and sea the monopoly of this 
important supply, and that the wealth of his subjects was con- 
tinually drained by a nation of enemies and idolaters. An unex- 
pected event rendered him and his subjects independent of their 
enemies. The Gospel had been preached to the Indians 5 a bishop 
already governed the Christians of St. Thomas on the pepper-coast 
of Malabar ; a church was planted in Ceylon, and the missionaries 
pursued the footsteps of commerce to the extremities of Asia. Two 
Persian monks had long resided in China, perhaps in the royal city 
ol Kankiu, the seat of a monarch addicted to foreign superstitions, 
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and who actually received an embassy from the isle of Ceylon. 
Amidst their pious occupations they viewed with a curious eye the 
common dress of the Ohinesej the manufactures of silk, and the 
myriads of silkworms, whose education (either on trees or in houses) 
had once been considered as the Ltboiir of queens. They soon dis- 
covered that it was impracticable to transport the short-lived insect, 
but that in the eggs a numerous progeny might be preserved and 
multiplied in a distant climate. Keligion or interest had more 
power over the Persian monks than the love of their country : after 
a long journey they arrived at Constantinople, imparted their pro- 
ject to the emperor, and were liberally encouraged by the gifts and 
promises of Justinian. These missionaries of commerce again en- 
tered China, deceived a jealous people by concealing the eggs of the 
silkworm in a hollow cane, and returned in triumph with the spoils 
of the East. Under their direction the eggs were hatched at the 
proper season by the artificial heat of dung ; the worms were fed 
with mulberry-leaves ; they lived and laboured in a foreign climate ; 
a sufficient number of butterflies was saved to propagate the race, 
and trees were planted to supply the nourishment of the rising 
generations. Experience and reflection corrected the errors of a new 
attempt, and the Sogdoite ambassadors acknowledged in the suc- 
ceeding reign tliat the Homans were not inferior to the natives ot 
China in the education of the insects and the manufactures of silk, 
in which both China and Constantinople have been surpassed by 
the industry of modern Europe. 

§ 8. The subjects of Justinian were dissatisfied with the times 
and with the government. Europe was overrun by the barbarians, 
and Asia by the monks ; the poverty of the West discouraged the 
trade and manufactures of the East ; the produce of labour was 
consumed by the unprofitable servants of the church, the state, and 
the army ; and a rapid decrease was felt in the fixed and circulating 
capital which constitute the national wealth. The public distress 
had been alleviated by the economy of Anastasiua, and that prudent 
emperor accumulated an immense treasure while he delivered his 
people from the most odious or oppressive taxes. His example was 
neglected, and his treasure was abused, by the nephew of Justin. 
The riches of Justinian were speedily exhausted by alms and build- 
ings, by ambitious wars, and ignominious treaties. His revenues 
were found inadequate to his expenses. Every art was tried to 
extort from the people the gold and silver which he scattered with 
a lavish hand from Persia to France : his reign was marked by the 
vicissitudes, or rather by the combat, of rapaciousness and avarice, 
of splendour and poverty ; he lived with the reputation of hidden 
treasures, and bequeathed to his successor the payment of his debts. 
Although Justinian had recourse to various acts of oppression to 
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raise money, mucli of the guilt and still more of the profit was 
intercepted by the ministers, who were seldom promoted for their 
virtues, and not always selected for their talents. Among these 
one of the most rapacious was John of Cappadocia, who was ap- 
pointed Fra3torian prajfect in the year 530. His abilities, perhaps 
his vices, recommended him to the lasting friendship of Justinian : 
the emperor yielded with reluctance to the fury of the people ; his 
victory was displayed by the immediate restoration of their enemy ; 
and they felt above ten years, under his oppressive administration, 
that he was stimulated by revenge rather than instructed by mis- 
fortune. Their murmurs served only to fortify the resolution of 
Justinian ; but the pracfcct, in the insolence of favour, provoked the 
resentment of Theodora, disdained a power before which every knee 
was bent, and attempted to sow the seeds of discord between the 
emijeror and his beloved consort. The favourite of Justinian was 
sacrificed to conjugal tenderness or domestic tranquillity, and the 
conversion of a pr«aifcct into a priest extinguished his ambitions 
hopes. 

§ 9. The edifices of Justinian were cemented with the blood and 
treasure of his people ; but those stately structures ap^x^ared to 
announce the prosperity of the empire, and actually displayed tlie 
skill of the architects. The principal church, which was dedicated 
by the founder of Constantinople to Saint Soplua, or the eternal 
wisdom, had been twice destroyed by fire ; after tlie exile of John 
Chrysostom, and during the J^ika of the blue and green factions. 
No sooner did the tumult subside than the Christian populace 
deplored their sacrilegious rashness ; but they might have rejoiced 
in the calamity, had tliey foreseen the glory of the new temple, 
which at the end of forty days was strenuously undertaken by the 
piety of Justinian. The architect Anthemius, a native of Tralles 
in Asia, formed the design, and the new cathedral of St. Sophia 
was consecrated by the patriarch, 5 years, 11 months, and 10 days 
from the first foundation. Before 20 years had elapsed an earth- 
quake overthrew the eastern part of the dome. Its splendour was 
again restored by the perseverance of the same prince ; and in the 
36th year of his reign Justinian celebrated the second dedication 
of a temple which remains, after 12 centuries, a stately monument 
of his liame. The architecture of St. Sophia, which is now converted 
into the principal mosque, has been imitated by the Turkish sultans, 
and that venerable pile continues to excite the fond admiration of 
the Greeks, and the more rational curiosity of European travellers. 
The eye of the s])ectator is disapj)ointed by an irregular prospect of 
half-domes and shelving roofs : the western front, the principal a|)- 
proach, is destitute of simplicity and magnificence ; and the scale 
of dimensions has been much surpassed by several of the Latin 
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cathedrals. But the architect who first erected an aerial cupola ia 
entitled to the praise of bold design and skilful execution. The 
dome of St. Sophia, illuminated by 24 windows, is formed with so 
small a curve, that the depth is equal only to one- sixth of its 
diameter; the measure of that diameter is 115 feet, and the lofty 
centre, where a crescent has supplanted the cross, rises to the per- 
pendicular height of 180 feet above the pavement. The circle which 
encompasses the dome lightly reposes on four strong arches, and their 
weight is firmly supported by four massy piles, whose strength is 
assisted on the northern and southern sides by four columns of 
Egyptian granite. A Greek cross, inscribed in a quadrangle, repre- 
sents the form of the edifice ; the exact breadth is 243 feet, and 209 
may be assigned for the extreme length, from the sanctuary in the 
east to the nine western doors Avhich open into the vestibule, and 
from thence into the narthex or exterior portico. That portico was 
the humble station of the penitents. The nave or body of the church 
was filled by the congregation of the faithful ; but the two sexes 
were distinguished, and the upper and lower galleries were allotted 
for the more private devotion of the women. Beyond the northern 
and southern piles a balustrade, terminated on cither side by the 
thrones of the emperor and the patriarch, divided the nave from the 
choir ; and the space, as far as the steps of the altar, was occupied 
by the clergy and singers. The altar itself was placed in the 
eastern recess, artificially built in the form of a dcmicylinder ; and 
tliis sanctuary communicated by several doors with the sacristy, the 
vestry, the baptistery, and the contiguous buildings, subservient 
cither to the pomp of worship or the private use of the ecclesiastical 
ministers. The memory of past calamities inspired Justinian with 
a wise resolution that no wood, except for the doors, sliould be 
admitted into the new edifice ; and the choice of the materials was 
applied to the strength, the lightness, or the splendour of the 
respective parts. The solid piles which sustained the cupola were 
composed of huge blocks of freestone, hewn into squares and tri- 
angles, fortified by circles of iron, and firmly cemented by the in- 
fusion of lead and quicklime ; but the weight of the cupola was 
diminished by the levity of its substance, which consists either of 
pumice-stone that floats in the water, or of bricks from the isle of 
Rhodes, five times less ponderous than the ordinary sort. • The 
whole frame of the edifice was constructed of brick ; but those base 
materials were concealed by a crust of marble ; and the inside of St. 
Sophia, the cupola, the two larger and the six smaller semidomes, 
the walls, the hundred columns, and the pavement, delight even the 
eyes of barbarians with a rich and variegated picture. 

A poet, who beheld the primitive lustre of St. Sophia, enumerates 
the colours, the shades, and the spots of ten or twelve marbles. 
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jaspers, and por])liyries, which nature had profusely diversified, and 
which were blended and contrasted as it were by a skilful painter. 
The triumph of Christ was adorned with the last spoils of Paganism, 
but the greater part of these costly stones was extracted from the 
quarries of Asia Minor, the isles and continent of Greece, Egypt, 
Africa, and Gaul. Eight columns of porphyry, which Aurelian had 
placed in the Temple of the Sun, were offered by the piety of a 
Roman matron ; eight others of green marble were presented by the 
ambitious zeal of the magistrates of Ephesus : both are admirable by 
their size and beauty, but every order of architecture disclaims their 
fantastic capitals. The balustrade of the choir, the capitals of the 
pillars, the ornaments of the doors and galleries, were of gilt bronze. 
The spectator was dazzled by the glittering aspect of the cupola. 
The sanctuary contained 40,000 pounds weight of silver, and the 
holy vases and vestments of the altar w^cre of the purest gold, 
enriched with inestimable gems. Before the structure of the church 
had arisen two cubits above the ground, 45,200 pounds were already 
consumed, and the whole expense amounted to 320,000. Each 
reader, according to the measure of his belief, may estimate their 
value either in gold or silver ; but the sum of one million sterling is 
the result of the lowest computation. A magnificent temple is a 
laudable monument of national taste and religion, and the enthusiast 
who entered the dome of St. Sophia might be tempted to suppose 
that it was the residence, or even the workmanship, of the Deity. 
Yet how dull is the artifice, how insignificant is the labour, if it be 
compared with the formation of the vilest insect that crawls upon the 
surface of the temple ! 

So minute a description of an edifice which time has respected 
may attest the truth and excuse the relation of the innumerable 
works, both in the capital and jjrovinces, which Justinian constructed 
on a smaller scale and less durable foundations, and of which Pro- 
copius gives a detailed account. 

S 10. The fortifications of Europe and Asia were multiplied by 
Justinian ; but the repetition of those timid and fruitless precautions 
exposes, to a philosophic eye, the debility of the empire. From 
Belgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux of the Save to the mouth 
of the Danube, a chain of above fourscore fortified places was ex- 
tended along the banks of the great river. The progress of the bar- 
barians was sometimes retarded, and their hopes of rapine were dis- 
appointed, by the innumerable castles which, in the provinces of 
Dacia, Epirus, Thessaly, Macedonia, and Thrace, appeared to cover 
the whole face of the country. Yet these military works, which ex- 
hausted the public treasure, could not remove the just apprehensions 
of Justinian and his European subjects. The rich pastures of Thes- 
valonica were foraged by the Scythian cavalry ; the delicious vale of 
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Tempe, 300 miles from the Danube, was continually alarmed by the 
sound of war ; and no unfortified spot, however distant or solitary, 
could securely enjoy the blessings of peace. The straits of Thermopylae, 
which seemed to protect, hut which had so often betrayed, the safety 
of Greece, were diligently strengthened by the labours of Justinian. 
The riches of a capital difiusc themselves over the neighbouring 
country, and the territory of Constantinople, a paradise of nature, 
was adorned with the luxurious gardens and villas of the senators 
and opulent citizens. But their wealth served only to attract the 
bold and rapacious barbarians ; the noblest of the Homans, in the 
bosom of peaceful indolence, were led away into Scythian captivity ; 
and their sovereign might view from his palace the hostile fiames 
which were insolently spread to the gate^ of the Imperial city. At 
the distance only of forty miles, Anastasius was constrained to esta- 
blish a last frontier : his long wall of GO miles, from the Propontis 
to the Euxine, proclaimed the impotence of his arms ; and as the 
danger became more imminent, new fortifications were added by the 
indefatigable prudence of Justinian. 

If we extend our view from the troific to the mouth of the Tanais, 
wc may observe, on one hand, the precautions of Justinian to curb 
the savages of ^Ethiopia, and, on the other, the long walls which he 
constructed in Crimsea for the protection of his friendly Goths, a 
colony of 3000 shepherds and warriors. From that peninsula to 
Trebizond the eastern curve of the Euxine was secured by forts, by 
alliance, or by religion ; and the possession of Lazica\ the Colchis of 
ancient, the Mingrelia of modern, geography, soon became the object 
of an important war. Among the Homan cities beyond the Euphrates 
we distinguish two capitals, Amida and Edcssa, which are celebrated 
in the history of every age, and Avhich were strongly fortified by 
Justinian to resist the attacks of the great king. AVestward of the 
Euphrates a sandy desert extends above GOO miles to the Hed Sea. 
Nature had interposed a vacant solitude between the ambition of 
two rival empires : the Arabians, till Mahomet arose, were formidable 
only as robbers ; and in the proud security of peace the fortifications 
of Syria were neglected on the most vulnerable side. 

§ 11. But the national enmity, at least the effects of that enmity, 
liad been suspended by a truce which continued al>ove fourscore 
years. Perozes, or Firouz, the king of Persia, had been defeated in 
an expedition against the White Huns; and on the death of that 
monarch (a.d. 488), twelve years of confusion elapsed before his son 
Cabades or Kobad could embrace any designs of ambition or re- 
venge. The parsimony of Anastasius was the motive or pretence of 
a Roman war; the Huns and Arabs marched under the Persian 
standard, and the fortifications of Armenia and Mesopotamia were 
at that time in a ruinous or imperfect condition. Amida was taken 
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by the Persians ; and after the capture of this important city the 
war continued three years, and the unhappy frontier tasted the full 
measure of its calamities (a.d. 502-505). The resistance of Edessa 
and the deficiency of spoil inclined the mind of Cabades to peace ; he 
sold his conquests for an exorbitant price ; and the same line, though 
marked with slaughter and devastation, still separated the two 
empires. To avert the repetition of the same evils, Anastasius re- 
solved to found a new colony, so strong that it should defy the 
power of the Persian, so far advanced towards Assyria that its sta- 
tionary troops might defend the province by the menace or o])eration 
of offensive war. For this i^urpose the town of Dara, 14 miles from 
Nisibis, and 4 days’ journey from the Tigris, was peopled and 
adorned ; and the hasty works of Anastasius were improved by the 
perseverance of Justinian. Dara continued more than 60 years to 
fulfil the wishes of its founders and to i^rovoke the jealousy of the 
Persians, who incessantly complained that this impregnable fortress 
had been constructed in manifest violation of the treaty of peace be- 
tween the two empires. 

§ 12. Justinian sujipressed the schools of Athens and the consul- 
ship of Rome, which had given so many sages and heroes to man- 
kind. Both these institutions had long since degenerated from their 
primitive glory, yet some reproach may be justly inflicted on the 
avarice and jealousy of a prince by whose hand such venerable ruins 
were destroyed. 

The establishment of a new religion proved fatal to the schools 
of Athens. The surviving sect of the Platonists, whom Plato would 
have blushed to acknowledge, extravagantly mingled a sublime 
theory with the practice of superstition and magic ; and as they 
remained alone in the midst of a Christian world, they indulged a 
secret rancour against the government of the church and state, whose 
severity was still suspended over their heads. About a century 
after the reign of Julian, Proclus was permitted to teach in the phi- 
losophic chair of the Academy, llis sagacious mind explored the 
deepest questions of morals and metaphysics, and he ventured to 
urge eighteen arguments against the Christian doctrine of the crea- 
tion of the world. But in the intervals of study he personally con- 
versed with Pan, ilSsculapius, and Minerva, in whose mysteries he 
was secretly' initiated, and whose prostrate statues he adored. An 
eclipse of the sun announced his approaching end ; and his Life, with 
that of his scholar Isidore, compiled by two of their most learned 
disciples, exhibits a deplorable picture of the second childhood of 
human reason. Yet the golden chain, as it was fondly styled, of 
the Platonic succession, continued 44 years from the death of I’roclus 
to the edict of Justinian (a.d. 485-529), which imposed a perpetual 
silence on the schools of Athens, and excited the grief and iiidigna- 
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tion of the few remaining votaries of Grecian science and supei'stitioD, 
Seven friends and philosophers, Diogenes and Hermias, Eulaliiis and 
Priscian, Damascius, Isidore, and Simplicius, who dissented from 
the religion of their sovereign, embraced the resolution of seeking in 
a foreign land the freedom which was denied in their native country ; 
blit they were equally dissatisfied with the despotism of Persia and 
the intolerance of the Magi. Their repentance was expressed by a 
precipitate return; but from this journey they derived a benefit 
which reflects the iJiirest lustre on the character of Chosrocs. He 
required that the seven sages who had visited the court of Persia 
should be exenqited from the penal laws which Justinian enacted 
against his Pagan subjects ; and this privilege, expressly stipulated 
in a treaty of peace, was guarded by the vigilance of a powerful me- 
diator. Simplicius and his companions ended their lives in peace 
and obscurity ; and as they left no disciples, they terminate the long 
list of Grecian philosophers, who nciay be justly praised, notwith- 
standing their defects, as the wisest and most virtuous of their con- 
temporaries. The wiitings of Simijlicius are now extant. His 
physical and metaphysical commentaries on Aristotle have passed 
away with the fashion of the times ; but his moral interpretation of 
Epictetus is preserved in the library of nations, as a classic book, 
most excellently adapted to direct the will, to purify the heart, and 
to confirm the understanding, by a just confidence in the nature 
both of God and man. 

§ 13. The revolutions of the consular office, which may be viewed 
in the successive lights of a substance, a shadow, and a name, have 
been occasionally mentioned in the present history. The first ma- 
gistrates of the republic had been chosen by the people, to exercise, 
in the senate and in the camp, the powers of peace and war, whicli 
were afterwards translated to the cmjoerors. But the tradition of 
ancient dignity was long revered by the Eomans and barbarians. A 
Gothic historian applauds the consulship of Theodoric as the height 
of all temporal glory and greatness ; and at the end of a thousand 
years, two consuls were created by the sovereigns of Rome and Con- 
stantinople for the solo purpose of giving a date to the year and a 
festival to the people. But the expenses of this festival, in which 
the wealthy and the vain aspired to surjiass their predecessors, in- 
sensibly arose to the enormous sum of fourscore thousand pounds ; 
and the wisest senators declined an useless honour which involved 
the certain ruin of their families. The succession of consuls finally 
ceased in the 13th year of Justinian (a. d. 541), whoso despotic 
temper might bo gratified by the silent extinction of a title which 
admonished the Romans of their ancient freedom. Yet the annual 
consulship still lived in the minds of the people ; they fondly ex- 
pected its speedy restoration ; they applauded the gracious condc- 
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scension of successive princes, by whom it was assumed in the first 
year of their reign ; and three centuries elapsed, after the death of 
Justinian, before that obsolete dignity, which had been suppressed 
by custom, could be abolished by law.* The imperfect mode of dis- 
tinguishing each year by the name of a magistrate was usefully 
supplied by the date of a permanent sera : the creation of the world, 
according to the Septuagint version, was adopted by the Greeks ; 
and the Latins, since the age of Charlemagne, have computed their 
time from the birth of Christ. 



The Empress Theodora, Trom a Mosaic f 


* By the emperor Leo, the philosopher. 

t This cat and the one on p. 293 are taken from a mosaic in the church of 
San Vitale, Ravenna, Tlie figures are as large as life, upon a gold ground. 
In the former the emperor is advancing, his hands full of costly gifts. Behind 
him is a train of courtiers, and next his body-guard. The archbishop Maximian, 
with his clergy, advances to meet him. In the other drawing is the empress 
Theodora, surrounded by the ladies of her court, in the act of entering the 
church. A chamberlain before the empress draws back a richly embroidered 
curtiiin, so as to exhibit the entrance court of a church, symbolised by a 
cleansing fountain. Justinian and Theodora are distinguished by the nimbus. 
See Kugler, Handbook of Painting in Italy, p. 35 ; Labarte, Handbook of the 
Arts of the Middle Ages, p. xxi. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

REIGN OF JUSTINIAN. CONQUEST OF THE VANDALS AND OSTROGOTHS. 

§ 1. Justinian resolves to invade Africa. § 2, State of the Vandals: 
appointment of Belisarius to the command of the war. § 3. Belisarius 
lands in Africa and defeats the Vandals. § 4, Reduction of Carthage : 
filial defeat of the Vandals. § 5. Conquest of Africa. § 6. Return and 
triumph of Belisarius. § 7. Neutrality of the Visigoths: conquests of the 
Romans in Spain. § 8. Belisarius threatens the Ostrogoths of Italy. § 9. 
Goveniment and death of Amalasontha, queen of Italy. § 10. Belisarius 
conquers Sicily and invades Italy: capture of Naples. § 11. Vitiges, 
king of Italy : Belisarius enters Rome. § 12. Siege of Rome by the Goths. 
§ 13. Invasion of Italy by the Franks. § 14. Belisarius takes Ravenna, 
and subdues the Gothic kingdom of Italy. 

§ 1. When Justinian ascended the throne, about fifty years .after the 
fall of the Western Empire, the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals 
had obtained a solid, and, as it might seem, a legal establishment 
both in Europe and Africa. But after Rome herself had been 
stripped of the Imperial purple, the princes of Constantinople 
assumed the sole and sacred sceptre oi the monarchy ; demanded, as 
their rightful inheritance, the provinces which haa been subdued by 
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the consuls or possessed hy the CaBsars ; and feebly aspired to deliver 
their faithful subjects of the West from the usurpation of heretics 
and barbarians. The execution of this splendid design was in some 
degree reserved for Justinian. During the five first years of his reign 
lie reluotantly waged a costly and unprofitable war against the Per- 
sians, till his pride submitted to his ambition, and he purchased, at 
the price of 11,000 pounds of gold, the benefit of a precarious truce, 
which, in the language of lx>th . nations, was dignified with the 
appellation of the endless j)cacc. The safety of the East enabled the 
emperor to employ his forces against the Vandals ; and the internal 
state of Africa afforded an honourable rhotive, and promised a 
I)owerful support, to the Pioman arms. 

§ 2. According to the testament of the founder, the African 
kingdom had lineally descended to Hilderic, the eldest of the Vandal 
princes (a. d. 523-530). He offended the Arian clergy by granting 
toleration to the Catholics ; and the soldiers complained that he had 
degenerated from the courage of his ancestors. The public discon- 
tent was exasperated by Gelimer, who assumed, with the consent of 
the nation, the reins of government (a. d. 530-534), and his unfor- 
tunate sovereign sunk without a struggle from the throne to a 
dungeon. But the indulgence which Hilderic had shoAvn to his 
Catholic subjects had powerfully recommended him to the favour of 
Justinian, who resolved to deliver or revenge his friend. The com- 
mand of the expedition was entrusted to Belisarius, one of th( se 
heroic names which arc familiar to every age and to every nation. 

The Afiicanus of New Home was lx)rn, and perhaps educated, 
among the Thracian peasants, without any of those advantages which 
liad formed the virtues of the elder and younger Scipio — a noble 
origin, liberal studies, and the emulation of a free state. Belisarius 
served among the private guards of Justinian ; and when his patron 
became emperor, the domestic was promoted to military command. 
Belisarius had already distinguished himself by his services in the 
Persian war (a. d. 529-532) ; and his appointment to the African 
■war w'as hailed with unanimous applause. The temper of the 
B 3 ’'zantine court may encourage a suspicion that the hero was 
darkly assisted by the intrigues of his wife, the fair and subtle An- 
tonina, who alternately enjoyed the confidence, and incurred the 
hatred, of the empress Theodora. The birth of Antonina was 
ignoble ; she descended from a family of charioteers ; and her chas- 
tity has been stained with the foulest reproach. Yet she reigned 
with long and absolute power over the mind of her illustrious hus- 
band, whom she accompanied with undaunted resolution in all the 
hardships and dangers of a military life. 

§ 3. The preparations for the African war were not unworthy of 
the last contest between Rome and Carthage. Five hundred trans- 
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ports, navigated by 20,000 mariners of Egypt, Cilicia, and Ionia, 
were collected in the harbour of Constantinople. The smallest of 
these vessels may be computed at 30, the largest at 500, tons ; and 
the fair average will supply an allowance of about 100,000 tons, for 
the reception of 35,000 soldiers and sailors, of 5000 horses, of arms, 
engines, and military stores, and of a sufficient stock of water and 
provisions for a voyage, perhaps, of three months. The preud 
galleys which in former ages swept the Mediterranean with so many 
hundred oars liad long since disappeared ; and the fleet of Justinian 
was escorted only by 92 light brigantines, covered from the missile 
weapons of the enemy, and rowed by 2000 of the brave and robust 
youth of Constantinople. 

The fleet sailed from Constantinoide in Tunc, A. D. 533, and after 
a prosperous voyage of three months finally cast anchor at the pro- 
montory of Caput Vada, about five days’ journey to the south of 
Carthage. The men and horses, the arms and military stores, were 
safely disembarked ; and Bclisarius marched without delay against 
the capital of the Vandal kingdom. The small town of Sullecte, 
one day’s journey from the camp, had the honour of being foremost 
to open her gates and to resume her ancient allegiance ; the larger 
cities of Leptis and Adrumetum imitated the example of loyalty 
as soon as Bclisarius appeared ; and he advanced without opposition 
as far as Grasse, a palace of the Vandal kings, at the distance of 50 
miles from Carthage. The near approach of the Romans to the capital 
filled the mind of Gelimcr with anxiety and terror. Not expecting 
the approach of the enemy, he had sent his brother with a detach- 
ment of veteran troops to conquer Sardinia, and he was now obliged 
to risk a battle in his absence. At the distance of 10 miles from 
Carthage, the Vandals were entirely defeated by Bclisarius. Gelimer 
retired with hasty steps towards the desert of Numidia ; but he had 
soon the consolation of learning that his private orders for the exe- 
cution of llilderic had been faithfully obeyed. The tyrant’s re- 
venge was useful only to his enemies. The death of a lawful prince 
excited the compassion of his people ; his life might have perplexed 
the victoriqj^s Romans ; and the lieutenant of Justinian, by a crime 
of which he wa^ innocent, was relieved from the painful alternative 
of forfeiting his honour or relinquishing his conquests. 

§ 4. On tlie following day Belisarius entered Carthage without 
opposition. The city blazed, with innumerable torches, the signals 
of the public joy ; the chain was removed that guarded the entrance 
of the port, the gates were thrown open, and the people with accla- 
mations of gratitude hailed and invited their Roman deliverers. 
Bclisarius protected the city from pillage, and granted their lives to 
the suppliant Vandals. He lost no time in restoring the fortifica- 
tions of Carthage, which had been suflered to decay by the thought- 
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less aud indolent Vandals. Meantime Gelimer, after the loss of his 
capital, had applied himself to collect the remains of an army scat- 
tered, rather than destroyed, by the preceding battle. He en- 
camped in the fields of Bulla, four days’ journey from Carthage, 
where he was joined by his brother, who had returned from the 
conquest of Sardinia. The final battle, which decided the fate of 
the Vandal monarchy, was fought about 20 miles from Carthage. 
The Vandals were totally defeated, and Gelimer fled to the inacces- 
sible country of the Moors. Belisarius fixed his winter-quarters at 
Carthage, from whence he desi^atchcd his principal lieutenant to 
inform the emperor that in the space of three months he had 
achieved the conquest of Africa. 

§ 5. Belisarius spoke the language of truth. The surviving 
Vandals yielded, without resistance, their arms and their freedom ; 
and the more distant provinces were successively subdued by the 
report of his victory. Sardinia and Corsica surrendered to an 
officer of Belisarius ; and the isles of Majorca, Minorca, and Yvi^a 
consented to remain an humble appendage of the African kingdom. 
As soon as J ustinian had received the messengers of victory, he pro- 
ceeded without delay to the full establishment of the Catholic church. 
Her jurisdiction, wealth, and immunities were restored and ampli- 
fied with a liberal hand ; the Arian worship was suppressed, the 
Donatist meetings were proscribed, and the synod of Carthage, by 
the voice of 217 bishops, applauded the just measure of pious reta- 
liation. AVhile Justinian approved himself the defender of the 
faith, he entertiiined an ambitious hoiDe that his victorious lieutenant 
would si^eedily enlai*ge the narrow limits of his dominion to the 
space which they occupied before the invasion of the Moors and 
Vandals ; and Belisarius was iustnicted to establish five duhes or 
commanders in the convenient stations of Tripoli, Leptis, Cirta, 
Ciesarea, and Sardinia. The kingdom of the Vandals was not un- 
worthy of the presence of a Prajtorian prajfect ; and four consulars, 
three presidents, were appointed to administer the seven provinces 
under his civil jurisdiction. After the departure of Belisarius, who 
acted by a high and special commission, no ordinary pnavision was 
made for a master-general of the forces ; but the oflice of Praetorian 
prajfect was intrusted to a soldier ; the civil and military powers 
were united, according to the practice of Justinian, in the chief 
governor ; and the representative of the emperor in Africa, as well 
as in Italy, was soon distinguished by the appellation of Exarch. 

§ 6. In the following spring (a. d. 534) Gelimer, having re- 
ceived assurances of safety and honourable treatment, surrendered 
to the lieutenant of Belisarius, and was carried to Constantinople, 
whither the conqueror of Africa proceeded in the course of the same 
year. The chiefs of the Eoman array, presuming to think them- 
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selves the rivals of an hero, had maliciously affirmed in their pri- 
vate despatches that Bolisarius, strong in his reputation and the 
public love, conspired to seat himself on the throne of the Vandals, 
Justinian listened with too patient an ear. An honourable alterna- 
tive, of remaining in the province, or of returning to the capital, 
was indeed submitted to the discretion of Belisarius; but he 
* wisely concluded, from intercepted letters and the knowledge 
of his sovereign’s temper, that he must either resign his head, 
erect his standard, or confound his enemies by his presence 
and submission. Innocence and courage decided his choice ; his 
guards, ca 2 )tives, and treasures were diligently embarked ; and so 
prosi)erous was the navigation, that his arrival at ConstantinoiJe 
preceded any certain account of his departure from the port of 
Carthage. Such unsuspecting loyalty removed the ai>prehen8ions of 
Justinian : envy was silenced and inflamed by the public grati- 
tude ; and the third Africanus obtained the honours of a triumph, 
a ceremony which the city of Constantine had never seen, and which 
ancient Borne, since the reign of Tiberius, had reserved for the 
auspicious arms of the Ca}sars. From the imlace of Belisarius the 
procession was conducted through the princijml streets to the hippo- 
drome : and this memorable day seemed to avenge the injuries of 
Genseric and to expiate the shame of the Bomans. The wealth of 
nations was disiflayed, tlie trophies of martial or effeminate luxury ; 
the massy furniture of the royal banquet, the splendour of precious 
stones, the elegant fonns of statues and vases, the more substantial 
treasure of gold, and the holy vessels of the Jewish temple, which, 
after their long peregrination, were respectfully deposited in the 
Christian church of Jerusalem. A long train of the noblest Vandals 
reluctantly exposed their lofty stature and manly countenance. 
-Gclimer slowly advanced ; he was clad in a purple robe, and still 
maintained the majesty of a king. Kot a tear escaped from his 
eyes, not a sigh was heard ; but his pride or piety derived some 
secret consolation fr«n the words of Solomon, which he repeatedly 
pronounced, vakity ! vanity ! all is vanity ! Instead of ascend- 
ing a triumphal car drawn by four horses or elephants, the modest 
conqueror marched on foot at the head of his brave companions. 
The glorious procession entered the gate of the hippodrome ; was 
saluted by the acclamations of the senate and people ; and halted 
before the throne where Justinian and Theodora were seated to 
receive the homage of the captive monarch and the victorious hero. 
Belisarius was immediately declared consul for the ensuing year 
(a. d. 535)^ and the day of his inauguration resembled the pomp of 
a second triumph : his ciirule chair was hoiTie aloft on the shoulders 
of captive Vandals; and the spoils of war, gold cups, mi rich 
girdles, were profusely scattered among the pox>ulace, 
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§ 7. The experience of past faults, which may sometimes correct 
the mature age of an individual, is seldom profitable to the suc- 
cessive generations of mankind. The nations of antiquity, careless 
of each other’s safety, were separately vanquished and enslaved by 
the Romans. This awful lesson might have instructed the bar- 
barians of the West to oppose, with timely counsels and confederate 
arms, the unbounded ambition of Justinian. Yet the same error 
was repeated, the same consequences were felt, and the Goths, both 
of Italy and Spain, insensible of their approaching danger, lx?heltl 
with indifference, and even with joy, the rapid downfal of the 
Vandals. After the failure of the royal line, Theudes, a valiant and 
j^owerful chief, ascended the throne of Spain, which he had formerly 
administered in the name of Thcodoric and his infant grandson. 
The unfortunate Gelinier in vain implored, in his distress, the aid 
of the Spanish monarch. The long continuance of the Italian war 
delayed the punishment of the Visigoths, and the eyes of Theudes 
were closed before they tasted the fruits of his mistaken policy. 
After his death the sceptre of Spain was disputed by a civil war. 
The weaker candidate solicited the protection of Justinian, and am- 
bitiously subscribed a treaty of alliance which deeply wounded the 
independence and happiness of his country. Several cities, both on 
the ocean and the Mediterranean, were ceded to the Roman troops, 
who afterw’ards refused to evacuate those pledges, as it should seem, 
either ol safety or payment ; and as they were fortified by perpetual 
supplies from Africa, they maintained their impregnable stations for 
the mischievous purpose of inHaming the civil and religious factions 
of the barbarians. Seventy years elapsed before this painful thorn 
could be extii’patcd from the bosom of the monarchy ; and as long 
as the emperors retained any share of these remote and useless pos- 
sessions, their vanity might number Spain in the list of their pro- 
vinces, and the successors of Alaric in the rank of their vassals 
(a. d. 550-620). 

§ 8. The error of the Ostrogoths who reigned in Italy was less 
excusable than that of their Spanish brethren, and their punishment 
was still more immediate and terrible. From a motive of private 
revenge, they enabled their most dangerous enemy to destroy their 
most valuable ally. A sister of the great Theodoric had been given 
in marriage to Thrasimond the African king : on this occasion the 
fortress of Lilybaeum, in Sicily, was resigned to the Vandals, and 
the princess Amalafrida was attended by a martial train of 1000 
nobles and 5000 Gothic soldiers, who signalised their valour in the 
Moorish wars. Their merit was over-rated by themselves, and 
perhaps neglected by the Vandals : they viewed the country with 
envy, and the conquerors with disdain ; but their real or fictitious 
conspiracy was prevented by a massacre ; the Goths were oppressed^ 
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and the captivity of Amalafrida was soon followed by her secret 
and suspicious death. The Goths joyfully saluted the approach of 
the Romans, entertained the fleet of Belisarius in the ports of Sicily, 
and were speedily delighted or alarmed by the surprising intelligence 
that their revenge was executed beyond the measure of their hopes, 
or perhaps of their wishes. To their friendship the emperor was 
indebted for the kingdom of Africa, and the Goths might reasonably 
think that they were entitled to resume the possession of a barren 
rock, so recently separated as a nuptial gift from the island of 
Sicily. They were soon undeceived by the haughty mandate of 
Belisarius, who claimed the city and promontory of Lilyba3um, and 
threatened, if the Romans took up aims, to dci^rivc the Goths of ’all 
the provinces which they unjustly withheld from their lawful sove- 
reign. A nation of 200,000 soldiers might have smiled at the vain 
menace of Justinian and his lieutenant ; but a spirit of discord and 
disaflection prevailed in Italy, and the Goths suiiported with reluc- 
tance the indignity of a female reign. 

§ 9. Amalasontha, the regent and queen of Italy, was the 
daughter of the great Thcodoric, who left no male offspring. The 
sex of his (laughter excluded her from the Gothic throne ; but his 
vigilant tenderness for liis family and his people discovered the last 
heir of the royal line, whose ancestors had taken refuge in Spain, 
and the Ibrtunato Eutharic was exalted to the dignity of son-in-law 
of Thcodoric. lie cnjoy(?d only a short time the hopes of the 
succession ; and his widow, after the death of her husband and 
father, was loft the guardian of her son Athalaric, and the kingdom 
of Italy. She governed with prudence and wisdom, and by a 
faithful imitation of the virtues of her father, she revived the 
prosperity of his reign. Her salutary measures were directed by 
the wisdom and celebrated by the eloquence of Cassiodorns ; she 
solicited and deserved the friendship of the emperor ; and the king- 
doms of Europe respected, both in peace and war, the majesty of the 
Gotliic throne. The future happiness of the queen and of Italy 
dei)ended on the education of her son, who was diligently instructed 
in the arts and sciences either useful or ornamental for a Roman 
prince. But the pupil who is insensible of the benefits must abhor 
the restraints of education ; and the solicitude of the queen, which 
affection rendered anxious and severe, offended the untractable 
nature of her son and his subjects. On a solemn festival, when the 
Goths were assembled in the palace of Ravenna, the royal youth 
escaped from his mother’s apartment, and, with tears of pride and 
anger, complained of a blow which his stubborn disobedience had 
provoked her to inflict. Tlie barbarians resented the indignity 
which had been offered to their king, and imperiously demanded 
that the grandson of Thcodoric should be rescued from the dastardly 
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discipline of women and pedants, and educated like a valiant Goth, 
in the society of his equals and the glorious ignorance of his an- 
cestors. To this rude clamour Amalasontha was compelled to yield 
her reason and the dearest wishes of her heart. The king of Italy 
was abandoned to wine, to women, and to rustic sports ; and the 
indiscreet contempt of the ungrateful youth betrayed the mis- 
chievous designs of his favourites and her enemies. The mind of 
Amalasontha was inflamed by ambition and revenge. Three of the 
most dangerous malcontents were assassinated by her private emis- 
saries; and the blood of these noble Goths rendered the queen- 
mother absolute in the court of Ravenna, and justly odious to a free 
people. But if she had lamented the disorders of her son, she soon 
wept his irreparable loss ; and the death of Athalaric, who, at the 
age of sixteen, was consumed by premature intemperance, left her 
destitute of any firm support or legal authority. Instead of sub- 
mitting to the laws of her country, which held as a fundamental 
maxim that the succession could never pass from the lance to the 
distaff, the daughter of Theodoric conceived the impracticable design 
of sharing, with one of her cousins, the regal title, and of reserving 
in her own hands the substance of supreme power. He received the 
proposal with profound respect and affected gratitude ; and the elo- 
quent Cassiodorus announced to the senate and the emperor that 
Amalasontha and Theodatus had ascended the throne of Italy. IJis 
birth (for his mother was the sister of Theodoric) might be con- 
sidered as an imperfect title ; and the choice of Amalasontha was 
more strongly directed by her contemi)t of his avarice and pusilla- 
nimity, which had deprived him of the love of the Italians and the 
esteem of the barbarians. But Theodatus was exasperated by tlio 
contempt which he deserved ; and the i>riucipal Goths, united by 
common guilt and resentment, conspired to instigate his slow and 
timid disix)sition. The letters of congratulation were scarcely 
despatched before the queen of Italy was imprisoned in a small 
island of the lake of Bolsena, where, after a short confinement, she 
was strangled in the bath, by the order or with the connivance of 
the new king, who instructed his turbulent subjects to shed the 
blood of their sovereigns (a. n. 535). 

§ 10. Justinian beheld with joy the dissensions of the Goths, and 
declared war against the perfidious assassin of Amalasontha. Beli- 
sarius was sent with a small force to reduce Sicily ; the island sub- 
mitted to his victorious arms almost without opposition, and this 
province, the first-fruits of the Punic wars, was again, after a long 
separation, united to the Roman empire (a. n. 535). In the follow- 
ing spring Belisarius crossed over from Messina to Rhegium, and 
advanced without opposition along the shores of Bruttium, Lucania, 
and Campania, till he reached Capua. This city resisted all the 
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assaults of Belisariiis for tlio space of 20 days ; and the Koman 
general began to despair of success, when his anxiety was relieved 
by the bold curiosity of an Isaurian, who explored the dry channeJ 
of an aqueduct, and secretly rejx>rted that a passage might be per- 
forated to introduce a file of armed soldiers into the heart of the 
city. In the darkness of the night 400 Romans entered the aque- 
duct, raised themselves by a rojje, which they fastened to an olive- 
tree, into the house or garden of a solitary matron, sounded their 
trumpets, surprised the sentinels, and gave admittance to their com- 
panions, who on all sides scaled the walls and burst open the gates 
of the city. The inhabitants were saved by the virtue and authority 
of their conqueror. The barbarian garrison enlisted in the service 
of the emperor ; and Apulia and Calabria, delivered from the odious 
presence of the Goths, acknowledged his dominion. 

§ 11. The capture of Naples was followed by the deposition and 
death of the weak and unwarlike Thcodatus. The Goths declared 
him unworthy of his race, his nation, and his throne ; and their general 
Vitiges, whoso valour had been signalised in the Illyrian war, was 
raised with unanimous apydause on the bucklers of his companions. 
On the first mmour the abdicated monarch fled from the justice of 
his country, but he was pursued by private revenge. A Goth, 
whom ho had injured in his love, overtook Theodatus on the Fla- 
minian Way, and, regardless of his unmanly cries, slaughtered him 
as he lay prostrate on the ground. A national council was imme- 
diately held, and the new monarch reconciled the impatient spirit 
of the barbarians to a measure of disgrace which the misconduct of 
his predecessor rendered wise and indispensable. The Goths con- 
sented to retreat in the presence of a victorious enemy, to delay till 
the next spring the operations of ofiensive war, to summon their 
scattered forces, to relinquish their distant possessions, and to trust 
even Rome itself to the faith of its inhabitairts. Leuderis, an aged 
warrior, was left in the capital with 4000 soldiers ; a feeble garrison, 
which might have seconded the zeal, though it was incapable of 
opposing the wishes, of the Romans. But a momentary enthusiasm 
of religion and patriotism was kindled in their minds. They 
furiously exclaimed that the apostolic throne should no longer be 
profaned by the triumph or toleration of Arianism ; that the tombs 
of the Csesars should no longer be trampled by the savages of the 
North ; and, without reflecting that Italy must sink into a province 
of Constantinople, they fondly hailed the restoration of a Roman 
emperor as a new asra of freedom and prosperity. The deputies of 
the pope and clergy, of the senate and people, invited tlio lieutenant 
of Justinian to accept their voluntary allegiance. When Belisariiis 
entered the city, the garrison departed without molestation along 
the Flaminian Way ; and Rome, after sixty years’ servitude, was 
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delivered from the yoke of the barbarians (a. d. 636, Deo. 10). 
Leuderis alone, from a motive of pride or discontent, refused to 
accompany the fugitives ; and the Gothic chief, himself a trophy of 
the victory, was sent with the keys of Home to the throne of tlie 
emperor Justinian. 

§ 12. The Gothic king emiJoyed the winter montlis in collecting 
a formidable army ; and in the month of March (a.d. 637), he 
crossed the Tiber at the head of 150,000 fighting men, and laid 
siege io Rome. This siege, which continued above a year, is one 
of the most memorable in history. Belisarius was assisted in the 
defence by the population of the city, but his confidence was placed 
in the veterans who had fought under his banner in the Persian 
and African wars ; and although that gallant band was reduced to 
5000 men, he undertook, with such contemptible numbers, to defend 
a circle of 12 miles against an army of 150,000 barbarians. In 
the walls of Rome, which Belisarius constructed or restored, the 
materials of ancient architecture may be discerned ; and the whole 
fortification was completed, except in a chasm still extant between 
the Pincian and Flaminian gates, which the prejudices of the Goths 
and Romans left under the effectual guard of St. Peter the apostle. 
The battlements or bastions were shaped in sharp angles ; a ditch, 
broad and deep, protected the foot of the rampart ; and the archers 
on the rampart were assisted by military engines ; the halista^ a 
powerful cross-bow, which darted short but massy arrows ; the 
onagri, or wild asses, which, on the principle of a sling, threw stones 
and bullets of an enormous size. A chain was drawn across the 
1’iber ; the arches of the aqueducts wx*re made impervious, and tlie 
mole or sepulchre of Hadrian was converted, for the first time, to 
the uses of a citadel. That venerable structure, which contained 
the ashes of the Antonincs, was a circular turret rising from a qua- 
drangular basis :• it was covered with the white marble of Paros, 
and decorated by the statues of gods and heroes ; and the lover of 
the arts must read with a sigh that the works of Praxiteles or 
Lysippus were tom from their lofty pedestals, and hurled into the 
ditch on the heads of the besiegers. The Goths advanced with con- 
fidence to the assault ; but after a fierce contest, maintained from 
the morning to the evening, they were repulsed on all sides; 
30,000 barbarians, according to the confession of their own chiefs, 
perished in this bloody action ; the hostile engines of war were 
reduced to ashes; and such was the loss and consternation of the 
Goths, that from this day the siege of Rome degenerated into a 
tedious and indolent blockade. Wo cannot relate in detail the re- 
maining history of the siege. The whole nation of the Ostrogoths 
had been assembled for the attack ; and if any credit be due to an 
♦ It is figured on page 1 of this work. 
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intelligent spectator, onc-tliird at least of their enormous host was 
destroyed in frequent and bloody combats under the walls of the 
city. After a delay of many months Belisarius received enforce- 
ments from Justinian; and Vitiges was at length compelled to 
retreat. One year and niiio dayci after the commencement of the 
siege, an army so lately strong and triumphant burnt their tents, and 
tumultuously repassed the Milvian bridge (a.d. 638). They repassed 
not with impunity ; their thronging multitudes, oppressed in a narrow 
l>assage, were driven headlong into the Tiber by their own fears and 
the pursuit of the enemy, and the Koman general, sallying from the 
Pincian gate, inflicted a severe and disgraceful wound on their retreat. 

§ 13. Vitiges took refuge in the walls and morasses of Eavenna, to 
which walls, and to some fortresses destitute of any mutual supjjort, 
the Gothic monarchy was now reduced. The provinces of Italy had 
embraced the party of the emperor ; and his army, gradually rccniited 
to the number of 20,000 men, must have achieved an easy and rapid 
conquest if their invincible powers had not lieen weakened by the 
discord of the Roman chiefs. These dissensions were at length 
healed, and all opposition was subdued, by the temperate authority 
of Belisarius ; but in the interval of discord the Goths were per- 
mitted to breathe ; an important season was lost, Milan was de- 
stroyed, and the northern ])rovinces of Italy were aftlictcd by an 
inundation of tlie Franks. Theodebert of Austrasia, the most ix)w- 
erful and warlike of the Merovingian kings, had been pemuad^ to 
succour the distress of tlie Goths by an indirect and seasonable aid. 
Without expecting the consent of their sovereign, ten thousand 
Burgundians, his recent subjects, descended from the Alps, and 
joined the troops which Vitiges had sent to chastise the revolt of 
Milan. After an obstinate siege the capital of Liguria \vas reduced 
by famine ; the male population was slain ; and the houses, or at 
least the walls, of Milan were levelled with the ground (a.d. 538). 
'^rhe Goths, in their last moments, were revenged by the destruction 
of a city second only to Rome in size and o]iulence, in the splendour 
of its buildings, or the number of its inhabitants. Encouraged by 
tliis successful inroad, Theoclebcrt himself, in the ensuing spring, 
invaded the plains of Italy with an anny of 100,000 barbarians. 
Italy trembled at the march of the Franks, and both the Gothic 
prince and the Roman general, alike ignorant of their designs, soli- 
cited^ with hope and terror the friendship of these dangerous allies. 
I'iH ho Imd secured the passage of tl^ Po on the bridge of Pavia, 
the grandson of Clovis dissembled his intentions, which he at length 
declared by assaulting, almost at the same instant, the hostile camps 
of the Romans and Goths. Instead of uniting their arms, they fled 
with equal preci])itation, and the fertile though desolate provinces 
of Liguria and ASmilia were abandoned to a licentious host of bar- 
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Larians. But the conquerors, in the midst of their success, were 
left destitute of bread or wine, reduced to drink the waters of the 
Po, and to feed on the flesh of distempered cattle. The dysentery 
swept away one-third of their army, and the clamours of his sub- 
jects, who were impatient to pass the Alps, disposed Theodebert to 
listen with respect to the mild exhortations of Belisarius, The me- 
mory of this inglorious and destructive warfare was perpetuated on 
the medals of Gaul, and Justinian, without unsheathing his sword, 
assumed the title of conqueror of the Franks. 

§ 14. As soon as Belisaiius was delivered from his foreign and 
domestic enemies, he seriously applied his forces to the final rediic- 
tion of Italy. The multitudes which yet adhered to the standard of 
Vitiges far surpassed the number of the Itoman troops, but neither 
prayers nor defiance, nor the extreme danger of his most faithful 
subjects, could tempt the Gotliia.>king beyond the fortifications of 
Ravenna. These fortifications were indeed impregnable to the 
assaults of art or violence, and when Belisarius invested the capital 
he was soon convinced that famine only could tame the stubborn 
spirit of the barbarians. The sea, the land, and the channels of the 
1*0 were guarded by the vigilance of the Roman general ; and his 
morality extended the rights of war to the practice of poisoning the 
waters and secretly firing the gi-anaries of a besieged city. The 
Goths compared the fame and fortune of Belisarius with the weak- 
ness of their ill-fated king, and the com])ai-ison suggested an extra- 
ordinary project, to which Vitiges, with a])parent resignation, was 
compelled to acquiesce. They oftered their arms, their treasures, 
and the fortifications of Ravenna, if Belisarius would disclaim the 
authority of a master, accept the choice of the Goths, and assume, 
as he had deserved, the kingdom of Italy. Belisarius readily en- 
tered into the negotiation ; and his dexterous policy persuaded the 
Goths that he was disposed to comply with their wishes, without 
engaging an oath or a promise for the iDcrformance of a treaty which 
he secretly abhorred. Ilie day of tho surrender of Ravenna was 
stipulated by the Gothic ambassadors; a fleet, laden with jjrovisions, 
sailed as a welcome guest into the deepest recess of the harbour, the 
gates were opened to the fancied king of Italy, and Belisarius, with- 
out meeting an enemy, triumphantly marched through tho streets 
of an impregnable city (a.d. 539, December). Before the Goths 
could recover from the first surprise and claim the accomplishment 
of their doubtful hopes, the victor established his power in Ravenna 
beyond the danger of repentance and revolt. Vitiges was honourably 
guarded in his palace ; the flower of the Gothic youth was selected 
for the service of the emperor ; the remainder of the people was dis- 
missed to their peaceful habitations in the southern provinces, and a 
colony of Italians was invited to replenish the depopulated city. 
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§ 15. After the second victory of Belisarius, envy again whis- 
pered, Justinian listened, and the hero was recalled. “ The rem- 
nant of the Gothic war was no longer worthy of his presence : a 
gracious sovereign was impatient to reward his services and to con- 
sult his wisdom ; and he alone was capable of defending the East 
against the innumerable armies of Persia.” Belisarius understood 
tlie suspicion, accepted the excuse, and embarked at Bavenna his 
spoils and troi^hies. The conqueror of Italy renounced without a 
murmur, perhaps without a sigh, the well-earned honours of a 
second triumph. His glory was, indeed, exalted above all extenial 
pomp ; and the faint and hollow praises of the court were supplied, 
even in a servile age, by the respect and admimtion of his country. 
Whenever he appeared in the streets and public places of Constan- 
tinople, Belisarius attracted and satisfied the eyes of the ixjople. 
Ilis lofty stature and majestic countenance fulfilled their expecta- 
tions of a hero, and the meanest of his fellow-citizens were embold- 
ened by his gentle and gracious demeanour. By the union of 
liberality and justice he acquired the love of the soldiers, without 
alienating the affections of the people. The sick and wounded were 
relieved with medicines and money, and still more efficaciously by 
the healing visits and smiles of their commander. lie was endeared 
to the husbandmen by the peace and plenty which they enjoyed 
under the shadow of his standard. Instead of being injured, the 
country vras enriched by the march of the Boman amiics ; and such 
was the rigid discipline of their camp, that not an apple was gathered 
from the tree, not a path could be traced in the fields of corn. 
Belisarius was chaste and sober. In the licence of a military life, 
none could boast that they had seen him intoxicated with wine ; 
and the husband of Antonina was never suspected of violating the 
law’s of conjugal fidelity. The spectator and historian of his ex- 
ploits has observed that amidst the perils of w’ar he was daring 
without rashness, prudent without fear, slow or rapid according to 
the exigencies of the moment ; that in the deej^est distress he was 
animated by real or apparent hope, but that he was modest and 
humble in the most prosperous fortune. By these virtues ho 
equalled or excelled the ancient masters of the military art. Victory, 
by sea and land, attended his arms. He subdued Africa, Italy, 
and the adjacent islands ; led away captives the successors of Geii- 
serio and Theodoric ; filled Constantinople with the spoils of their 
palaces ; and in the space of six yeai-s recovered half the provinces 
of the Western empire. In his fame and merit, in wealth and 
power, he remained without a rival, the first of the Boman subjects : 
the voice of envy could only magnify his dangei-ous importance, and 
the emperor might applaud his own discerning spirit, which had 
discovered and raised the genius of Belisarius. 
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CIIAPTKR XXII. 

REIGN OF JUSTINIAN. TERSTAN WAR. REVOLT AND RECOVERY 
OF ITALY. 

§ 1. Accession of Chosroes: he invades Syria. § 2. Defence of the East, hy 
Belisarius. ^3. Tlie Colchiun or Lazic War; jx’acc between Justinian and 
Chosroes. § 4. Dis'jracc and submission of Belisarius. § 5. Revolt of 
the Gotlis! victories of Totila, king of Italy. § (>. Secon<l command of 
Belisarius in Italy: Rome taken by the Goths. § 7. Recovered by Beli- 
sarius. § 8. Final recall of Belisarius. § 0. Rome again taken by tlie 
Goths. § 10. The eunuch Narses appointed to the command of the (iotliic 
war. § 11. Defeat and death of Totila: conquest of Rome by Narses. 
§ 12. Defeat and death of Teias, the last king of the Goths. § 13. Invasion 
of Italy by the Franks and Alemaniii: their defeat by Narses. § 14. 
Settlement of Italy. § 15. Invasions of the Bulgarians and Slavonians. 
§ 16. Defeat of the Bulgarians by Belisarius. § 17. Disgrace and death 
of Belisarius. § 18. Death and character of Justinian. § 19. Comets, 
earthquakes, and plague. 

1. Carades, or Kobad, was succeeded on the throne of Persia hy 
Ills third and most favoured son, so famous under the names of 
Chosroes aud Nushirvan. Ho filled that throne during a prosperous 
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period of 48 years (a. d. 531-579) ; and the justice of Niishirvan is 
celebrated as the theme of immortal praise by the nations of the 
East. Ho found his kingdom involved in a war with the successor 
of Constantine ; and the anxiety of liis domestic situation inclined 
him to grg,nt tlic suspension of arms which Justinian was impatient 
to purchase. Chosroes accepted 11,000 pounds of gold as the price 
of an endless or indefinite peace (a.d. 533).* This interval of rej)ose 
was diligently improved by the ambition of the emperor ; but tlic 
trophies of Belisarius disturbed the slumbers of the Great King ; 
and he heard with astonishment, envy, and fear, that Africa, Sicily 
Italy, and Home itself, had been reduced to the obedience of Justi- 
nian. Disregarding the treaty, which he had concluded with Jus- 
tinian seven years previously, Chosroes placed himself at the head 
of a formidable army, and advanced into the heart of Syria (a. d. 
540). A feeble enemy, who vanished at his ai)proach, disapi^ointed 
him of the honour of victory ; and as he could not hope to establish 
his dominion, the Persian king displayed in this inroad the mean 
and rapacious vices of a robber. Hierapolis, Berrhcea or Aleppa, 
Apamea and Chalcis, were successively besieged, and redeemed their 
safety by a ransom of gold or silver proportioned to tlieir respective 
strength and opulence. Antioch, which disdained the offers of an 
easy capitulation, was taken by assault, its inhabitants carried away 
as prisoners, and its buildings delivered to the flames. Chosroes at 
length slowly returned to the Euphrates, firtigued though unsa- 
tiated with the spoil of Syria. Palestine and the holy wealth of 
Jerusalem were the next objects that attracted the ambition, or 
rather the avarice, of Chosroes. Constantinople and the palace of 
the Cajsars no longer appeared impregnable or remote ; and his 
aspiring fancy already covered Asia Minor with the troops, and the 
Black Sea with the navies, of Persia. « 

§ 2. These hopes might have been realised, if the conqueror of 
Italy had not been seasonably recalled to the defence of the East. 
Chosroes was awed by the genius of Belisarius ; and without striking 
a blow, the lieutenant of Justinian induced the Great King to retire 
to his own dominions in two successive campaigns (a.d. 541-642). 
The second removal of Belisarius from the Persian to the Italian 
war revealed the extent of his personal merit. Fifteen generals, 
without concert or skill, led through the mountains of Armenia an 
army of 30,000 Romans, which were vanquished, almost without a 
combat, by 4000 Persians. But the Arabs of the Roman party 
prevailed over their brethren ; the Armenians returned to their 
allegiance ; the cities of Dara and Edessa resisted a sudden assault 
and a regular siege, and the calamities of war were suspended by 
those of pestilence. A tacit or formal agreement between the two 
• See p. 310. 
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sovereigns protected the tranquillity of the Eastern frontier ; and the 
amis of Chosroes were confined to the Colchian or Lazio war. 

§ 3. This war has been minutely described by the historians of 
the times ; but the tedious warfare and alternate success of the Ho- 
man and Persian arms cannot detain the attention of posterity at 
the foot of Mount Caucasus. The Lazi, who had imposed their 
name and dominion on the ancient kingdom of Colchis, had been 
converted to Christianity (a. d. 522), and were in consequence led 
to seek the alliance of the emperor Justin. But illtreated by their 
new allies, the Lazi solicited the friendship and aid of Chosroes. 
The Lazi however soon discovered that their impatience had urged 
them to choose an evil more intolerable than the calamities which 
they strove to escape. The authority of a Homan legislator was 
succeeded by the pride of an Oriental despot, who beheld with equal 
disdain the slaves whom he had exalted, and the kings whom he 
had humbled before the footstool of his throne. The adoration of 
fire was introduced into Colchis by the zeal of the Magi, their into- 
lerant spirit provoked the fervour of a Christian people, and the 
Lazi implored the forgiveness and assistance of the Romans. Jus- 
tinian sent an army into Colchis ; and this mountainous country 
became the theatre of war between the Homan and Persian 
monarchies. Many years of fruitless desolation elapsed before 
Justinian and Chosroes were comiKjllcd by mutual lassitude to con- 
sult the repose of their declining age. Cliosrocs was persuaded to 
renounce his dangerous claim to the i)ossession or sovereignty of 
Colchis and its dependent states. But he extorted from the Homans 
an annual payment of 30,000 pieces of gold ; and the smallness of 
the sum revealed the disgrace of a tribute in its naked deformity 
(a. d. 561). 

§ 4. Belisaijus had saved the East, but he had offended his wife 
Antonina, by attempting to punish her guilty lover. The empress 
Theodora espoused the side of her favourite, and Belisarius was 
recalled to Constantinople on the pica that the sinking state of Italy 
would be retrieved by the single presence of the conqueror. But 
no sooner had he returned than an hostile commission was sent to 
the East to seize his treasures and criminate his actions ; the guards 
and veterans who followed his private banner were distributed 
among the chiefs of the army, and even the eunuchs presumed to 
cast lots for the partition of his martial domestics. When he passed 
with a small and sordid retinue through the streets of Constanti- 
nople, his forlorn appearance excited the amazement and compassion 
of the people. Justinian and Theodora received him with cold 
ingratitude, the servile crowd with insolence and contempt ; and in 
the evening he retired with trembling steps to his deserted palace. 
An indisposition, feigned or real, had confined Antonina to her 
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apartment; and she walked disdainfully silent in the adjacent 
portico, wliile Belisarius threw himself on his bed, and expected, in 
an agony of grief and terror, the death which he had so often braved 
under the walls of Homo. Long after sunset a messenger was 
announced from the empress he opened with anxious curiosity the 
letter which contained the sentence of his fate. “ You cannot be 
ignorant how much you have deserved my displeasure. I am not 
insensible of the services of Antonina. To her merits and interces- 
sion I have granted your life, and permit you to retain a part of 
your treasures, which might be justly forfeited to the state. Let 
your gratitude where it is due be displayed, not in words, but in 
your future behaviour.** I know not how to believe or to relate the 
transports with which the hero is said to have received this ignomi- 
nious pardon. He fell prostrate before his wife, he kissed the feet 
of his saviour, and he devoutly promised to live the faithful and 
submissive slave of Antonina. A fine of 12O,0OOZ. was levied on 
the fortunes of Belisarius ; and with the office of count, or master of 
the royal stables, he accepted the conduct of the Italian war. At 
his d(5parturo fi*om Constantinople his friends, and even the public, 
were persuaded that as soon as he regained his freedom he would 
renounce his dissimulation : and that his wife, 'I'hcodora, and per- 
haps the emperor himself, would be sacrificed to the just revenge of 
a virtuous rebel. Their hopes were deceived ; and the unconquer- 
able patience and loyalty of Belisarius appear either below or above 
the character of a mak. 

§ 5. During the absence of Belisarius in the East, Justinian had 
lost his recent acquisitions in Africa and Italy. After many years 
of anarchy, which it would be tedious to recount, the province of 
Africa was again brought under the dominion of Justinian ; and 
the Roman emperors continued to reign above a century over 
Carthage and tlie fruitful coast of the Mediterranean. But the 
revolt of Italy and its recovery by Narses are more worthy of our 
attention, and deserve a fuller narrative. The jealousy of the 
Byzantine court had not permitted Belisarius to achieve the con- 
quest of Italy ; and his abrupt departure revived the courage of the 
Goths, who respected his genius, his virtue, and even the laudable 
motive which had urged the servant of Justinian to deceive and 
reject them. They had lost their king (an inconsiderable loss), 
their capital, their treasures, the provinces from Sicily to the Alps, 
and the military force of 200,000 barbarians, magnificently equipped 
with horses and arms. Yet all was not lost as long as Pavia was 
defended by 1000 Goths, inspired by a sense of honour, the love of 
freedom, and the memory of their past greatness ; and Totila, the 
nephew of the late king, accepted the vacant throne, and generously 
undertook the restoration of the kingdom of Italy. His success was 
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rapid, and the incompetent successors of Belisarius fled before his 
arms. Totila traversed the Apennines, suspended the important 
conquest of Ravenna, Florence, and Rome, and marclied through 
the heart of Italy to form the siege, or rather the blockade of 
N'aplcs. The Roman chiefs, imprisoned in their respective cities 
and accusing each other of the common disgrace, did not presume to 
disturb his enterprise. After the reduction of Naples, the provinces 
of Lucaiiia, Apulia, and Calabria submitted to the king of the Goths. 
Totila led his army to the gates of Rome, pitched his camp at Tibur 
or Tivoli, within twenty miles of the capital, and calmly exhorted 
the senate and people to compare the tyranny of the Greeks with 
the blessings of the Gothic reign. The rapid success of Totila may 
be partly ascribed to the revolution which three years’ experience 
had produced in the sentiments of the Italians. At the command, 
or at least in the name, of a catholic emperor, the pope Sylverius, 
their spiritual father, had been tom from the Roman church, and 
either starved or murdered on a desolate island. The virtues of 
Belisarius were replaced by the various or uniform vices of eleven 
chiefs at Rome, Ravenna, Florence, Perugia, Spolcto, &c., who 
abused their authority for the indulgence of lust or avarice. The 
improvement of the revenue was committed to Alexander, a subtle 
scribe, long practised in the fraud and oppression of the Byzantine 
schools. Instead of expecting the restoration of peace and industry, ho 
imposed a heavy assessment on the fortunes of the Italians. Yet his 
present or future demands were less odious than a prosecution of arbi- 
trary rigour against the persons and property of all those who, under 
the Gothic kings, had been concerned in the receipt and expenditure 
of the public money. Tlie subjects of Justinian who escaped these 
partial vexations were oppressed by their regular maintenance of the 
soldiers, whom Alexander defrauded and despised, and their hasty 
sallies in quest of wealth or subsistence provoked the inhabitants of 
the country to await or implore their deliverance from the virtues 
of a barbarian. Totila was chaste and temperate, and none were 
deceived, either friends or enemies, who depended on his faith or 
his clemency. The Roman captives and deserters were tempted to 
enlist in the service of a liberal and courteous adversary, the slaves 
were attracted by the firm and faithful promise that they should 
never be delivered to their masters; and from the thousand warriors 
of Pavia a new people, under the same appellation of Goths, was 
insensibly formed in the camp of Totila. 

§ G. The return of Belisarius to save the country which he had 
subdued, was pressed with equal vehemence by his friends and 
enemies, and the Gothic war was imposed as a trust or an exile on 
the veteran commander. An hero on the banks of the Euphrates, 
a slave in the palace of Constantinople, he accepted with reluctance 
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the painful task of supporting his own reputation and retrieving the 
faults of his successors. He came without troops, and he soon dis- 
covered that he was sent to remain the idle and impotent spectator of 
the glory of a young barbarian. An officer in whom Belisarins con- 
fided was despatched from Ravenna to hasten and conduct the suc- 
cours, but the message was neglected, and the messenger was detained 
at Constantinople by an advantageous marriage. After his patience 
had been exhausted by delay and disappointment, the Homan general 
repassed the Adriatic, and expected at Dyrrachium the arrival of the 
tioops, which were slowly assembled among the subjects and allies 
of the empire. His powers were still inadequate to the deliverance 
of Romo, which was closely besieged by the Gothic king. 'I'he 
Appian Way, a march of forty days, was covered by the barbarians ; 
and as the prudence of Belisarius declined a battle, he preferred the 
safe and speedy navigation of five days from the coast of Epirus to 
the mouth of the Tiber. After reducing, by force or treaty, the 
towns of inferior note in the midland provinces of Italy, Totila pro- 
ceeded, not to assault, but to encompass and starve, the ancient 
capital (a.d. 546). Rome was afiiicted by the avarice, and guarded 
by the valour, of Bessas, a veteran chief of Gothic extraction, who 
filled, with a garrison of 3,000 soldiers, the spacious circle of her 
venerable walls. From the distress of the people he extracted a 
profitable trade, and secretly rejoiced in the continuance of the siege. 
He imiiartcd a scanty sustenance to the soldiers, and sold the re- 
mainder to the wealthy Romans. A tasteless and unwholesome 
mixture, in which the bran thrice exceeded the quantity of flour, 
appeased the hunger of the poor ; they were gradually reduced to 
feed on dead horses, dogs, cats, and mice, and eagerly to snatch the 
grass and even nettles which grew among the ruins of the city. 
Belisarius, wdio had landed at the poriy made a vain attempt to 
relieve the city ; and after this failure Rome was left without pro- 
tection to the mercy or indignation of Totila. Four Isaurian sen- 
tinels introduced the Goths into the city, and Bessas, with his 
troops, retired without oflcring any opposition (a.d. 546, Doc. 17). 
The lives of the Romans were spared, but the Goths were rewarded 
by the freedom of pillage ; and against the city itself, which had so 
long delayed the course of his victories, Totila appeared inexorable. 
One-third of the walls, in different parts, was demolished by his 
command ; fire and engines prepared to consume or subvert the 
most stately works of antiquity ; and the world was astonished by 
the fatal decree that Rome was to be changed into a pasture for 
cattle. The firm and temperate remonstrance of Belisarius sus- 
pended the execution ; ho warned the barbarian not to sully his 
fame by the destruction of those monuments which were the glory 
of the dead and the delight of the living ; and Totila was persuaded, 
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by the advice of an enemy, to preserve Rome as the ornament of his 
kingdom, or the fairest pledge of peace and reconciliation. AVhen 
he had signified to the ambassadors of Belisariiis his intention of 
sparing the city, he stationed an army at the distance of 120 fur- 
longs, to observe the motions of the Roman general. With the 
remainder of his forces ho marched into Liicania and Apulia. The 
senators were dragged in his train, and afterwards confined in the 
fortresses of Campania ; the citizens, with their wives and children, 
were dispersed in exile ; and during forty days Rome was abandoned 
to desolate and dreary solitude. 

§ 7. The loss of Rome was si)eedily retrieved by an action to 
which, according to the event, the public opinion would apply the 
names of rashness or heroism. After the depai’ture of Totila, the 
Roman general sallied from the port at the head of a thousand horse, 
cut in pieces the enemy who opposed his progress, and visited with 
inty and reverence the vacant space of the eternal city (a.d. 547, 
February). Resolved to maintain a station so conspicuous in tlie 
eyes of mankind, he summoned the greatest part of his troops to the 
standard which he erected on the Capitol : the old inhabitants were 
recalled by the love •of their country and the hopes of food ; and tl je 
keys of Rome were sent a second time to the emperor Justinian, 
•j’he walls, as far as they had been demolished by the Goths, w^ere 
repaired with rude and dissimilar materials ; the ditch was restored ; 
iron spikes were profusely scattered in the highways to annoy the 
feet of the horses ; and as new gates could not suddenly be pro- 
cured, the entrance was guarded by a Spartan rampart of his 
bravest soldiers. At the expiration of 25 days Totila returned by 
hasty marches from Apulia to avenge the injury and disgrace. Beli- 
sarius expected his approach. The Goths were thrice repulsed in 
three gen’eral assaults ; they lost the flower of their troops ; the 
royal standard had almost fallen into the hands of the enemy, and 
the fame of Totila sunk, as it had risen, w ith the fortune of his arms. 
Whatever skill and courage could achieve had been performed by the 
Roman general : it remained only that Justinian should terminate, 
by a strong and seasonable effort, the war which he had ambitiously 
undertaken. The indolence, perhaps the impotence, of a prince who 
despised his enemies and envied his servants, protracted the calami- 
ties of Italy. After a long silence Bclisarius was commanded to 
leave a sufficient garrison at Rome, and to transport himself into the 
province of Lucania, whose inhabitants, inflamed by catholic zeal, 
had cast away the yoke of their Arian conquerors. In this ignoble 
vrarfare the hero, invincible against the power of the barbarians, was 
basely vanquished by the delay; the disobedience, and the coAvardice 
of his own officers. The conqueror of Italy continued to languish, 
inglorious and inactive, till Antonina, who had been sent to Con- 
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slantinople to solicit succours, obtained, after the death of the 
empress, the permission of his return. 

§ 8. The five last campaigns of Belisarius (a.d. 544-548) might 
abate the envy of his competitors, whose eyes had been dazzled and 
wounded by the blaze of his former glory. Instead of delivering Italy 
from the Goths, he had wandered like a fugitive along the coast, with- 
out daring to march into the country, or to accept the bold and repeated 
challenge of Totila. Yet in the judgment of the few who could dis- 
criminate counsels from events, and compare the instruments with 
tlie execution, he appeared a more consummate master of the art of 
war than in the season of his prosperity, when he presented tuo 
captive kings before the throne of Justinian. The valour of Beli- 
sarius was not chilled by age ; his prudence was matured by expe- 
rience ; but the moral virtues of humanity and justice seem to have 
yielded to the hard necessity of the times. The parsimony or 
poverty of the emperor comjielled him to deviate from the rule of 
conduct which had deserved the love and confidence of the 1 talians. 
n’he war was maintained by the oppresaion of llavenna, Sicily, and 
all the faithful subjects of the empire. The avarice of Antonina, 
which had been sometimes diverted by love, now^ reigned without a 
rival in her breast, Belisarius himself liad always understood that 
riches in a corrui)t age, are the support and ornament of personal 
merit. And it cannot be j^resumed that he should stain his honour 
for the public service, without applying a part of the spoil to his* 
private emolument. Belisarius reposed from his toils, in the high 
.station of general of the East and count of the domestics ; and the 
older consuls and patricians respectfully yielded the precedency of 
rank to the peerless merit of the fii*st of the Homans. 

§ 9. Before the departure of Belisarius Pernsia was besieged, and 
few cities were impregnable to the Gothic arms. Ravenna, Ancona, 
and Crotona still resisted the barbarians ; and when Totila asked in 
marriage one of the daughters of France, he was stung by the just 
reproach tliat the king of Italy was unworthy of his title till it was 
acknowledged by the Roman people, Totila again laid siege to 
Rome, and the city was a second time betrayed to the Goths by the 
ti’cachery of some Isaiirian troops (a.d. 549). Totila no longer 
entertained a wish of destroying the edifices of Rome, 'which he now 
respected as the seat of the Gothic kingdom : the senate and i>eople 
were restored to their country ; the means of subsistence were libe- 
rally provided; and Totila, in the robe of peace, exhibited the 
equestrian games of the circus. Whilst he amused the eyes of the 
multitude, 400 vessels were prepared for the embarkation of his 
troops. The cities of Rhegium and Tarentum were reduced ; he 
imssed into Sicily, the object of his implacable resentment ; and the 
island was stripped of its gold and silver, of the fruits of the earth. 
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and of an infinite number of horses, sheep, and oxen. Sardinia and 
Corsicii obeyed the fortune of Italy ; and the sea-coast of Greece 
was visited by a fleet of 300 galleys. The Goths were landed in 
(Jorcyra and the ancient continent of Epirus ; they advanced as far 
as Nicopolis, the trophy of Augustus, and Dodona, once famous by 
the oracle of Jove. In every step of his victories the wise barbarian 
repeated to Justinian his desire of peace, applauded the concord of 
their predecessors, and offered to employ the Gothic arms in the ser- 
vice of the empire. 

§ 10. Justinian was deaf to the voice of peace, but he neglected 
the prosecution of war ; and the indolence of his temper disap- 
pointed, in some degree, the obstinacy of his passions. From this 
salutary slumber the emperor was awakened by the Pope Vigilius 
and the imtrician Cethegus, who appeared before his throne, and 
adjured him, in the name of God and the people, to resume the 
conquest and deliverance of Italy. After the death of Germanus, 
the nephew of the emperor, to whom the war had been first entrusted, 
the nations were provoked to smile by the strange intelligence that 
the command of the Roman armies was given to an eunuch. But 
the eunuch Narsca is ranked among the few who have rescued that 
unhappy name from the contempt and hatred of mankind. A feeble, 
diminutive body concealed the soul of a statesman and a warrior. 
His youth had been employed in the management of the loom and 
•distaff, in the cares of the household, and the service of female 
luxury ; but while his hands were busy, he secretly exorcised tlie 
faculties of a vigorous and discerning mind. A stranger to the 
schools and the camp,, he studied in the palace to dissemble, to 
flatter, and to persuade ; and as soon as he approached the person of 
the emperor, Justinian listened with surprise and pleasure to the 
manly counsels of his chamberlain and private treasurer. The 
talents of Harses were tried and improved in frequent embassies : he 
led an army into Italy, during the first command of Belisarius, and 
acquired a practical knowledge of the war and the country. Twelve 
years after his return the eunuch was chosen to achieve the con- 
quest which had been left imperfect by the first of the Roman 
generals. Instead of being dazzled by vanity or emulation, he 
seriously declared that, unless he were armed with an adequate force, 
he would never consent to risk his own glory and that of his sove- 
reign. Justinian granted to the favourite what he might have 
denied to the hero : the Gothic war was rekindled from its ashes, 
and the preparations were not unworthy of the ancient majesty of 
the empire. The key of the public treasure was put into his hand to 
collect magazines, to levy soldiers, to purchase arms and horses, to 
di.schargc the an*ears of pay, and to tempt the fidelity of the fugitives 
and deserters. Absolute in the exercise of his authority, more 
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absolute in tlio affection of his troops, Narses led a numerous and 
gallant army from Pliilippopolis to Salona, from whence he coasted 
the eastern side of the Adriatic as far as the confines of Italy. His 
})rogres3 was checked. The East could not supply vessels capable 
of transporting such multitudes of men and horses. In this per- 
plexity an oflicer of experience proposed a measure, secure by the 
appearance of rashness, that the Roman army should cautiously 
advance along tlie sea-shore, while the fleet preceded their march, and 
successively cast a bridge of boats over the mouths of the rivers, the 
Timavus, the Brenta, the Adige, and the Po, that fall into the 
Adriatic to the north of Ravenna. Nine days he reposed in the 
city, collected the fragments of the Italian army, and marched 
towards Rimini to meet the defiance of an msulting enemy. 

§ 11. The prudence of Narses imxiellcd him to speedy and decisive 
action. His powers were the last effort of the state ; the cost of 
each day accumulated the enormous account, and the nations, un- 
trained to discipline or fatigue, might bo rasldy provoked to turn 
their arms against each other, or against their benefactor. The 
same considerations might have tempered the ardour of Totila, But 
he was conscious that the clergy and people of Italy aspired to 
a second revolution : he felt or suspected the rapid i)rogress of 
treason, and he resolved to risk the Gothic kingdom on the chance 
of a day, in which the valiant would be animated by instant danger, 
and the disaffected might be awed by mutual ignorance. In his* 
march from Ravenna the Roman general chastised the garrison of 
Rimini, traversed in a direct line the hills of Urbino, and re-entered 
the Elaminian Way, nine miles beyond the i:)erforated rock, an ob- 
stacle of art and nature which might have stopped or retarded his 
progress. The Goths were assembled in tlie neighbourhood of 
Rome, they advanced without delay to seek a superior enemy, and 
the two armies approached each other at the distance of 100 fur- 
longs, between Tagina and the sepulchres of the Gauls. The Goths 
were defeated with great slaughter, and Totila was slain as he fled 
from the battle (a. d. 652, July). This victory was followed by 
the capture of Romo ; and Justinian once more received the keys 
of the city, which, under his reign, had been five limes taken and 
recovered. The fate of the senate suggests an awful lesson of the 
vicissitude of human affairs. Of the senators whom Totila had 
banished from their country, some were rescued by an officer of 
Be li sarins and transported from Campania to Sicily, while others 
were too guilty to confide in the clemency of Justinian, or too ].)Oor 
to provide horses for their escape to the sea-shore. Their brethren 
languished five years in a state of indigence and exile : the victory 
of Narses revived their hoiies ; but their premature return to the 
metropolis was prevented by the furious Goths, and all the for- 
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tresses of Campania were stained with patrician blood. After a 
period of thirteen centuries the institution of Romulus expired; 
and if the nobles of Rome still assumed the title of senators, few 
subsequent traces can be discovered of a public council or consti- 
tutional order, Ascen*^ six hundred years, and contemplate the 
kings of the earth soliciting an audience, as the slaves or freedmen 
of the Roman senate ! 

§ 12. The Gothic war was yet alive. The bravest of the nation 
retired beyond the Po, and Teias was unanimously chosen to suc- 
ceed and revenge their departed hero. The new king immediately 
sent ambassadors to implore, or rather to purchase, the aid of the 
Franks, and nobly lavished for the public safety the ridics which 
had been deposited in the palace of Pavia, The residue of the royal 
treasure was guarded by his brother Aligern, at Cumse in Campania ; 
but the strong castle which Totila had fortified was closely besieged 
by the arms of Narses. From the Alps to the foot of Mount Ve- 
suvius, the Gothic king by rapid and secret marches advanced to 
the relief of his brother, eluded the vigilance of the Roman chiefs, 
and pitched his camp on the banks of the Sarnus or Draco, which 
flows from Nuceria into the bay of Naples. The Goths were again 
defeated, Teias, their last king, was slain in the battle (a. d. 653), 
and Aligern, after defending Cumae above a year against the forces 
of the Romans, at length surrendered to Narses. 

§ 13. After the death of Teias, Italy was overwhelmed by a 
new deluge of barbarians. A feeble youth, the grandson of Clovis, 
reigned over the Austrasians or Oriental Franks. The guardians of 
Theodcbald entertained with coldness and reluctance the magnificent 
promises of the Gothic ambas.sadors. But the spirit of a martial 
people outstripped the timid counsels of the court : two brothers, 
liOthaire and Buccelin, the diilvcs of the Alemanni, stood forth as 
the leaders of the Italian war, and 75,000 Germans descended in the 
autumn (a. d. 553) from the Rhajtian Alps into the plain of Milan. 
The conqueror of Italy opened a free passage to the irresistible torrent 
of barbarians, who plundered the peninsula without resistance as far as 
Rhegium and Otranto. Buccelin was actuated by ambition, and liO- 
thaire by avarice. The former aspired to restore the Gothic kingdom ; 
the latter, after a promise to his brother, of sj^eedy succours, returned 
by the same road to deposit his treasure beyond the Alps. But the 
strength of their armies was already wasted by the change of climate 
and contagion of disease ; the Germans revelled in the vintage of 
Italy, and their own intemperance avenged in some degi-ee the 
miseries of a defenceless people. At the entrance of the spring 
(a. d. 554) the Imperial troops who had guarded the cities as- 
sembled, to the number of 18,000 men, in the neighbourhood of 
Rome. Their wintcFhours had not been consumed in idleness. By 
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the command and after the example of Narses, they repeated each 
day their military exercise on foot and on horseback, accustomed 
their car to obey the sound of the tmmpet, and practised the steps 
and evolutions of the Pyrrhic dance. From the straits of Sicily, 
Buccelin with 30,000 Franks and Alemanni slowly moved towards 
Capua, occupied with a wooden tower the bridge of Casilinum, and 
covered his right by the stream of the Vultumus. He impatiently 
expected the return of Lothairo ; ignorant, alas I that his brother 
could never return, and that the chief and his army had been swept 
away by a strange disease on the banks of the lake Benacus, between 
Trent and Verona. The banners of Narses soon approached the 
Vultumus, and the eyes of Italy were anxiously fixed on the event 
of this final contest. Perhaps the taler ts of the Roman general 
were most conspicuous in the calm operations which precede the 
tumult of a battle. His skilful movements intercepted the sub- 
sistence of the barbarian, deprived him of the advantage of the 
bridge and river, and in the choice of the ground and moment of 
action reduced him to comply with the inclination of his enemy. 
Narses gained another signal victoxy ; and Buccelin and the greatest 
part of his army perished on the field of battle, in the waters of 
the Vultumus, or by the hands of the enraged peasants. After the 
battle of Casilinum Narses entered the capital; the anns and trea- 
sures of the Goths, the Franks, and the Alemanni were displayed ; 
his soldiers, with garlands in their hands, chanted the praises of the 
conqueror ; and Rome for the last time beheld the semblance of a 
triumph. 

§ 14. After a reign of 60 years the throne of the Gothic kings 
was filled by the exarchs of Ravenna, the representatives in peace 
and war of the emperor of the Romans. Their jurisdiction was soon 
reduced to the limits of a narrow province ; but Narses himself, the 
first and most powerful of the exarchs, administered above 1 5 years 
the entire kingdom of Italy (a. d. 564-568). Like Belisarius, he 
had deserved the honours of envy, calumny, and disgrace : but tlie 
favourite eunuch still enjoyed the confidence of Justinian ; or the 
leader of a victorious army awed and repressed the ingratitude of a 
timid court. The remains of the Gothic nation evacuated the 
country, or mingled with the people ; and the Franks, instead of 
revenging the death of Buccelin, abandoned, without a struggle, 
their Italian conquests. The civil state of Italy, after the agitation 
of a long tempest, was fixed by a pragmatic sanction, which the 
emperor promulgated at the request of the pope. Justinian intro- 
duced his own jurisprudence into the schools and tribunals of the 
West : he ratified the acts of Theodoric and his immediate suc- 
cessors, but every deed was rescinded and abolished which force had 
extorted or fear had subscribed under the usurpation of Totila, 
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Under the exarchs of Ravenna, Rome was degraded to the second 
rank. Yet the senators were gratified by the pemission of 
visiting their estates in Italy, and of approaching without obstacle 
the throne of Constantinople : the regulation of weights and mea- 
sures was delegated to the pope and senate ; and the salaries of 
la^vyc^s and physicians, of orators and grammarians, were destined 
to preserve or rekindle the light of science in the ancient capital. 
Justinian might dictate benevolent edicts, and Narses might*scconcl 
his wishes by the restoration of cities, and more especially of 
churches. But the power of kings is most effectual to destroy : and 
the 20 years of the Gothic war had consummated the distress and 
depopulation of Italy. As early as the fourth campaign, under the 
discipline of Belisarius himself, 50,000 labourers died of hunger in 
the narrow region of Piccnum ; and a strict interpretation of the 
evidence of Procopius would swell the loss of Italy above the total 
sum of her present inhabitants. 

§ 15. I desire to believe, but I dare not affirm, that Belisarius 
sincerely rejoiced in the triumph of Narses. Yet the consciousness 
of his own exploits might teach him to esteem, without jealousy, 
the merit of a rival ; and the rei>ose of the aged wamor was 
crowned by a last victory, which saved tlio emperor and the 
capital. 

The European provinces of Justinian’s empire were annually 
devastated by the Bulgarians and the Slavonians, who dwelt or 
wandered in the plains of Russia, Lithuania, and Poland. The 
Bulgarians were the remains of the Iluns, who, after their defeat 
on the death of Attila, retreated eastward to the Euxinc and the 
lake Mieotis. The Slavonians have in all ages been divided into 
twg> great branches, a western and an eastern, of which the former 
bore the name of Sclaveni and the latter that of Antes in the reign 
of Justinian. The wei^tcrn branch of the Slavonic family now com- 
prehends the Bohemians, the Slovaks in Hungary, the Poles, and 
the Swabians or Northern Wends, of whom the last extend along 
the Baltic from the Vistula to the Elbe. The eastern Slavonians 
arc the Russians, the Servians, the Croats, and the southern AVciids, 
of whom the last inhabit Carinthia, Camiola, Styria, &c. 

The Bulgarians and Slavonians sometimes united their forces fox 
the plunder of the Roman piwinces ; and while Justinian exulted 
in the glorious act of restoring Africa and Italy to the republic, he 
trembled for the safety of Constantinople. The same year, and 
possibly the same month, in which Ravenna surrendered, was 
marked by an invasion of the Bulgarians, so dreadful that it almost 
effaced the memory of their past inroads. They spread from the 
suburbs of Constantinople to the Ionian Gulf, destroyed 32 cities or 
castles, and repassed the Danube, dragging at their horses’ heels 
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120,000 of tlie subjects of Justinian. In a subsequent inroad they 
pierced the wall of the Thracian Chersonesus, extirpated the habi- 
tations and the inhabitants, boldly traversed the Hellespont, and 
returned to their companions laden with the spoils of Asia. An- 
other party, which seemed a multitude in the eyes of the Homans, 
penetrated without opposition from the straits of Thermopylas to 
the isthmiis of Corinth ; and the last ruin of Greece has appeared 
an object too minute for the attention of history. The works which 
the emperor raised for the protection, but at the expense of his sub- 
jects, served only to disclose the weakness of some neglected part ; 
and the walls, which by flattery had been deemed impregnable, 
were either deserted by the garrison or scaled by the barbarians. 

§ 16. In the 32nd winter of Justinian’s reign (a. d. 559) the 
Danube was deeply frozen ; Zabergan led the cavalry of the Bul- 
garians, and his standard was followed by a promiscuous multitude 
of Slavonians. The savage chief passed, without opposition, the 
river and the mountains, spread his troops over Macedonia and 
Thrace, and advanced with no more than 7000 horse to the long walls 
which should have defended the territory of Constantinople. But 
the works of man are impotent against the assaults of nature : a 
recent earthquake had shaken the foundations of the walls ; and the 
forces of the empire were employed on the distant frontiers of Italy, 
Africa, and Persia. The tents of Zabergan were pitched at the dis- 
tance of 20 miles from the city, on the banks of a small river which 
encircles Mclanthias and afterwards falls into the Propontis, Justi- 
nian trembled : by his command the vessels of gold and silver were 
removed from the churches in the neighbourhood, and even the 
suburbs, of Constantinople : the ramparts were lined with trembling 
spectators ; the golden gate was crowded with useless generals and tri- 
bunes ; and the senate shared the fatigues and the apprehensions o7 the 
populace. But the eyes of the prince and people were directed to a 
feeble veteran, who was compelled by the public danger to resume the 
armour in which he had entered Carthage and defended Home. The 
horses of the royal stables, of private citizens, and .even of the circus, 
were hastily collected ; the emulation of the old and young was 
roused by the name of Bclisarius, and his first encampment was in 
the presence of a victorious enemy. The next morning the Bulgarian 
cavalry advanced to the charge. But they heard the shouts of mul- 
titudes, they beheld the aims and discipline of the front ; they were 
assaulted on the flanks by two ambuscades which rose from the 
woods ; their foremost warriors fell by the hand of the aged hero 
and his guards ; and the swiftness of their evolutions was rendered 
useless by the close attack and rapid pursuit of the Romans. In 
this action (so speedy was their flight) the Bulgarians lost only 400 
horse : but Constantinople was saved ; and Zabergan, who felt the 



336 DISGRACE AND DEATH OF BELISARIUS. Chap. XXII. 

hand of a master, withdrew to a respectful distance. But his 
friends were numerous in the councils of the emperor, and Beli- 
sarius obeyed with reluctance the commands of envy and Justinian, 
which forbade him to achieve the deliverance of his country. On 
his return to the city, the people, still conscious of their danger, 
accompanied his triumph with acclamations of joy and gratitude, 
which were imputed as a crime to the victorious general. But when 
ho entered the palace the courtiers were silent, and the emperor, 
after a cold and thankless embrace, dismissed him to mingle with 
the train of slaves. 

§ 17. About four years after the last victory of Bclisarius, a con- 
spiracy was formed against the life of Justinian. One of the con- 
spirators accused two officers of the household of Bclisarius, and 
torture forced them to declare that they had acted according to the 
secret instructions of their patron. Posterity will not hastily believe 
that an hero who in the vigour of life had disdained the fairest 
offers of ambition and revenge should stoop to the murder of his 
prince, whom he could not long expect to survive. His followers 
were impatient to fly ; but flight must have been supported by rebel- 
lion, and he had lived enough for nature and for glory. Bclisarius 
appeared before the council with less fear than indignation : after 
forty years’ service the emperor had prejudged his guilt ; and in- 
justice was sanctified by the presence and authority of the patriarch, 
fl’ho life of Bclisarius was graciously spared, but his fortunes were 
sequestered ; and, from December to July, he was guarded as a pri- 
soner in his own palace (a. d. 563-564). At length his innocence 
was acknowledged ; his freedom and honours were restored ; and 
death, which might be hastened by resentment and grief, removed 
him, from the world about eight months after his deliverance (a. d. 
565^ The name of Bclisarius can never die : but, instead of the 
funeral, the monuments, the statues, so justly due to his memory, 
I only read that his treasures, the spoils of the Goths and Vandals, 
were immediately confiscated by the emperor. Some decent portion 
was reserved, however, for the use of his widow : and as Antonina 
had much to repent, she devoted the last remains of her life and 
fortune to the foundation of a convent. Such is the simple and 
genuine narrative of tlie fall of Bclisarius, and the ingratitude of 
Justinian. That he was deprived of his eyes, and reduced by envy 
to beg his bread, “ Give a penny to Bclisarius the general I ” is a 
fiction of later trmes, which has obtained credit, or rather favour, as 
a strange example of the vicissitudes of fortune.* 

§ 18. If the emperor could rejoice in the death of Belisarius, he 
enjoyed the base satisfaction only eight months, the last period of a 

Some modem writers, however, argue in favour of the celebrated stoiy 
of the tragic fate of Belisarius. 
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reign of 38 and a life of 83 years (a. n. 565, Nov. 14). It would 
he difficult to trace the character of a prince who is not the most 
conspicuous object of his own times : but the confessions of an enemy 
may be received as the safest evidence of his virtues. The resem- 
blance of Justinian to the bust of Doniitian is maliciously urged, 
with the acknowledgment, however, of a well-proportioned figure, a 
ruddy complexion, and a pleasing countenance. The emperor waL 
easy of access, patient of hearing, courteous and affable in discourse, 
and a master of the angry i)assions which rage with such destructive 
violence in the breast of a desi)ot. Procopius praises his temper, to 
reproach him with calm and deliberate cruelty ; but in the conspi- 
racies which attacked his authority and person, a more candid judge 
will approve the justice, or admire tlie cl mency of Justinian. He 
excelled in the private virtues of chastity and temperance ; but his 
abstemious diet was regulated, not by the prudence of a philosopher, 
but the superstition of a monk. His rei^asts were short and frugal : 
on solemn fasts he contented himself with water and vege;^:'bles ; 
and such was his strength as well as fervour, that he frequently 
passed two days, and as many nights, without tasting any food. 
•^I'he measure of his sleep was not less rigorous : after the repose of a 
single hour, the body was awakened by the soul, and, to the asto- 
nishment of his chamberlains, Justinian w'alked or studied till the 
morning light. 8uch restless application prolonged his time for the 
acquisition of knowledge and the despatch of business ; and he 
might seriously deserve the reproach of confounding, by minute and 
preposterous diligence, tbe general order of his administration. The 
emperor professed himself a musician and architect, a ])oet and jlii- 
losophor, a lawyer and theologian ; and if he failed in the enterprise 
of reconciling the Christian sects, the review of the Roman juns- 
Ijrudence is a noble monument of his spirit and industry. In the 
government of the empire he was less wise, or less success ''ul : the 
age was unfortunate ; the people was oppressed and discontented ; 
Theodora abused her power ; a succession of bad ministers disgraced 
his judgment; and Justinian was neither beloved in bis life nor 
regretted at his death. 'I’he love of fame was deeply implanted in 
bis breast, but he condescended to the poor ambition of titles, 
Iduouts, and contemporary p>raise; and while he laboured to fix the 
admiration, be forfeited tb(^ esteem and affection of tbe Romans, 
'^rhe design of the African and Italian wars Avas boldly conceived 
and executed ; and bis jAcnetration discovered the talents of Belisa- 
rius in the camp, of Narses in the palace. But the name of the 
emperor is eclipsed by the names of his victorious generals; and 
Belisarius still lives to upbraid tbe eiuy and ingratitude of his 
sovereign. The partial favour of mankind ajqdauds the genius of a 
conqueror who leads and directs his subjects in the exercise of arms. 

GIBBON. Q 
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The characters of Philip the Second and of Justinian are distin- 
guished by the cold ambition which delights in war, and declines 
the dangers of the field. 

§ 19. I shall conclude this chapter with the comets, the earth- 
quakes, and the plague, which astonished or afflicted the age of 
Justinian. 

I. In the fifth year of his reign, and in the mo^th of September, 
a comet was seen during twenty days in the weslilm quarter of the 
heavens, . and which shot its rays into the north (a. d. 631). Eight 
years afterwards (a. n. 539), while the sun was in Capricorn, an- 
other comet appeared to follow in the Sagittary : the size was gra- 
dually increasing ; the head was in the east, the tail in the west, 
and it remained visible above forty days. The nations, who gazed 
with astonishment, expected wars and calamities from their baleful 
influence ; and these expectations were abundantly fulfilled. The 
astronomers dissembled their ignorance of tlie nature of these blazing 
stars, which they affected to represent as the floating meteors of the 
air ; and few among them embraced the simple notion of Seneca and 
the Chaldaeans, that they are only planets of a longer x)eriod and 
more eccentric motion. 

II. The near approach of a comet may injure or destroy the globe 
which we inhabit ; but the changes on its surface have been hitherto 
produced by the action of volcanoes and earthquakes. Without 
assigning the cause, history will distinguish the periods in which 
these calamitous events have been rare or frequent, and will observe 
that this fever of the earth raged with uncommon violence during 
the reign of Justinian. Each year is marked by the repetition of 
earthquakes, of such duration that Constantinople has been shaken 
above forty days ; of such extent that the shock has been commu- 
nicated to the whole surface of the globe, or at least of the Roman 
empire. Two hundred and fifty thousand persons are said to have 
perished in the earthquake of Antioch, whose domestic multitudes 
were swelled by the conflux of strangers to the festival of the Ascen- 
sion (a. D. 526, May 20). The loss of Berytus was of smaller 
account, but of niuch greater value (a. d. 551, July 9). That city, 
on the coast of Phoenicia, was illustrated by the study of the civil 
law, which opened the surest road to wealth and dignity : the schools 
of Berytus were filled with the rising spirits of the age, and many a 
youth was lost in the earthquake who might have lived to be the 
scourge or the guardian of his country. 

III. .Ethiopia and Egypt have been stigmatised in every age as 
the original source and seminary of the plague. In a damp, hot, 
stagnating air^ this African fever is generated from the putrefaction 
of animal substances, and especially from the swarms of locusts, not 
loss destructive to mankind in their death than in their lives. The 
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fatal disease which depopulated the earth in the time of Justinian 
and his successors first appeared in the neighbourhood of Peliisium, 
between the Serbonian bog and the eastern channel of the Nile 
(a. D. 542). From thence, tracing as it were a double path, it 
spread to the East, over Syria, Persia, and the Indies, and pene- 
trated to the West, along the coast of Africa and over the conti- 
nent of Europe. In the spring of the second year Constantinople, 
during three 0? four months, was visited by the pestilence ; and 
Procopius, who observed its progress and symptoms with the eyes of 
a physician, has emulated the skill and diligence of Thucydides in 
the description of the plague of Athens. The infection was some- 
times announced by the visions of a distempered fancy, and the 
victim despaired as soon as he had hea^-d the menace and felt the 
stroke of an invisible spectre. But the gi*eater number in their 
beds, in the streets, in their usual occupation, were surprised by a 
slight fever ; so slight, indeed, that neither the pulse nor the colour 
of the patient gave any signs of the approaching danger. The same, 
the next, or the succeeding day, it was declared by the swelling of 
the glands, particularly those of the groin, of the armpits, and under 
the ear ; and when these buboes or tumours were opened, they were 
found to contain a coal, or black substance, of the size of a lentil. 
If they came to a just swelling and suppuration, the patient was 
saved by this kind and natural discharge of the morbid humour ; 
but if they continued hard and dry, a mortification quickly ensued, 
and the fifth day was commonly the term of his life. The fever 
was often accompanied with lethargy or delirium ; the bodies of the 
sick were covered with black pustules or carbuncles, the symptoms 
of immediate death ; and in the constitutions too feeble to produce 
an eruption, the vomiting of blood was followed by a mortification 
of the bowels. Such was the universal corruption of the air, that 
the pestilence which burst forth in the fifteenth year of Justinian 
was not checked or alleviated by any difference of the seasons. In 
time its first malignity was abated and dispersed ; the disease alter- 
nately languished and revived ; but it was not till the end of a cala- 
mitous period of 52 years (a. d. 542—594) that mankind recovered 
their health, or the air resumed its pure and salubrious quality. No 
facts have been preserved to sustain an account, or even a conjec- 
ture, of the numbers that perished in this extraordinary mortalityT 
I only find that, during three months, five, and at length ten thou- 
sand persons died each day at Constantinople ; that many cities of 
the East were left vacant ; and that in several districts of Italy the 
harvest and the vintage withered on the ground. The triple scourge 
of war, pestilence, and famine, afflicted the subjects of Justinian ; and 
his reign is disgraced by a visible decrease of the human species, which 
has never been repaired in some of the fairest countries of the globe, 
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CHAPTER XXTIT, 

THE LEGISLATION OF JUSTINIAN. 

§ 1. The Civil or Roman law. § 2. Laws of the kings of Rome. § 3. The 
Twelve Tables of the decemvirs. § 4. Leges : plebiscita : senatus consulta : 
edicts. § 5. Constitutions and rescripts of the emperors. § 6. Forms of 
the Roman law. § 7. Succession of the civil lawyers. § 8. Their philo- 
sophy. § 9. Their authority : sects of lawyers. § 10. Reformation of the 
Roman law by Justinian ; Tribonian. § 11 . The Code and Digest, or Pandects. 
§ 12. Praise and censure of the Code an<l Digest; loss of the ancient juris- 
prudence. § 13. Second edition of the Code. § 14. The Institutes : their 
divisions. § 15. l. Of Pehsons. Freemen and slaves. § 16. Fathers and 
children. § 17. Husbands and wives. § 18. Divorce. § 19. Incest, con- 
cubines, and bastards. §20. Guardians and wards. §21. ii. Op Things. 
Right of property. § 22. Inheritance and succession. § 23. Introduction 
and liberty of testaments. § 24. Legacies. § 25. Codicils and tnists. 
§ 26. III. Of Actions. Promises. § 27. Benefits. § 28. Injuries. 
• § 29. IV. Of Crimes and Punishments. Severity of the Twelve Tables ; 
abolition or oblivion of penal laws. § 30. Revival of capital punishments, 
§ 31. Judgments of the people: select judges: assessors. § 32. Volun- 
tary exile and death. 

§ 1. The vain titles of the victories of Justinian are crumbled into 
dust, but the name of the legislator is inscribed on a fair and ever- 
lasting monument. Under his reign, and hy his care, the civil juris- 
prudence was digested in the immortal works of the Code, the Pan- 
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DECTS, and the Institutes ; the public reason of the Romans has 
been silently or studiously transfused into the domestic institutions 
of Europe, and the laws of Justinian still command the respect or 
obedience of independent nations. In the present chapter I shall 
trace the Roman jurisprudence from Romulus to Justinian, appre- 
ciate the labours of that emperor, and pause to conteinidate the 
principles of a s<5lencc so important to the peace and happiness of 
society. The laws of a nation form the most instructive iX)rtion of 
its history ; and, although I have devoted myself to write the annals 
of a declining monarchy, I shall embrace the occasion to breathe the 
pure and invigorating air of the republic. 

§ 2. The primitive government of Rome was composed with some 
political skill of an elective king, a council of nobles, and a general 
assembly of the people. War and religion were administered by the 
supreme magistrate, and he alone proposed the laws, which were 
debated in the senate, and finally ratified or rejected by a majority 
of votes in the thirty curice of the city. The state was changed by 
the last Tarquin into lawless despotism ; and when the kingly office 
was abolished, the patricians engrossed the benefits of freedom. The 
royal laws became odious or obsolete, the mysterious deposit was 
silently preserved by the priests and nobles, and at the end of CO 
years the citizens of Rome still complained that they were ruled 
by the arbitrary sentence of the magistrates. Yet the i^ositive in- 
stitutions of the kings had blended themselves with the iniblic and 
private manners of the city ; and some fragments of that venerable 
jurisprudence were compiled by the diligence of antiquarians.* 

§ 3. I shall not repeat the well-known story of the Decemvirs, 
who sullied by their actions the honour of inscribing on brass, or 
wood, or ivory, the twelve tables of the Roman laws. U’hey were 
dictated by the rigid and jealous spirit of an aristocracy which had 
yielded with reluctance to tlie just demands of the people. But the 
substance of the Twelve Tables was adapted to the stata of the city, 
and the Romans had emerged from barbarism, since they were 
capable of studying and embracing the institutions of their more 
enlightened neighbours. A wise Ephesian was driven by envy from 
hivS native country : before he couhl reach the shores of L&tium he 
had observed the various forms of human nature and civil society j 
he imparted his knowledge to the legislators of Rome, and a statue 
was erected in the forum to the pcqxjtual memory of Hermodorus. 
Both Livy and Dionysius are willing to believe that the deputies of 
Rome visited Athens under the wise and splendid administration of 
Pericles, and that the laws of Solon were transfused into the Twelve 
Tables. If such an embassy had indeed been received from the 

* The most ancient Code or Digest was styled Jus Popirianumf from the 
first compiler, Papirlus. 
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barbarians of Hesperia, the Roman name would have been familiar 
to the Greeks before the reign of Alexander, and the faintest evi- 
dence would have been explored and celebrated by the curiosity of 
succeeding times. But the Athenian monuments are silent, nor will 
it seem credible that the patricians should undertake a long and 
I)erilous navigation to copy the purest model of a democracy. In 
the comparison of the tables of Solon with those of the Decemvirs, 
some casual resemblance may be found, and some rules which 
nature and reason have revealed to every society. But in all the 
great lines of public and private jurisprudence the legislators of 
Rome and Athens appear to be strangers or adverse to each other. 

Whatever might be the origin or the merit of the Twelve Tables, 
they obtained among the Romans that blind and partial reverence 
which the lawyers of every country delight to bestow on their mu- 
nicipal institutions. The Twelve Tables were committed to the 
memory of the young and the meditation of the old ; they were 
transcribed and illustrated with learned diligence : they had escaped 
the flames of the Gauls ; they subsisted in the age of Justinian, and 
their subsequent loss has been imperfectly restored by the labours 
of modern critics. But although these venerable monuments were 
considered as the rule of right and the fountain of justice, they were 
overwhelmed by the weight and variety of new laws which, at tlie 
end of five centuries, became a grievance more intolerable than the 
vices of the city. Three thousand brass plates, the acts of the senate 
and people, were deposited in the Capitol ; and some of the acts, as 
the Julian law against extortion, surpassed the number of an hun- 
dred chapters. The Decemvirs had neglected to import the sanction 
of Zaleucus, which so long maintained the integrity of his republic. 
A Locrian who proposed any new law stood forth in the assembly 
of the people with a cord round his neck, and if the law was rejected 
the innovator was instantly strangled. 

§ 4. The J3ecemvirs had been named, and their tables were ap- 
proved, by an assembly of the centuries^ in which riches xirejicn- 
derated against numbers. To the first class of Romans, the pro- 
prietors of 100,000 pounds of copper, 98 votes were assigned, and 
only 95 were left for the six inferior classes, distributed according to 
their substance by the artful policy of Servius. The laws passed 
by the centuries were properly called Leges. But the tribunes soon 
established a more specious and popular maxim, that every citizen 
has an equal right to enact the laws which he is bound to obey. 
Instead of the centuries^ they convened the tribes ; and the patricians, 
after an impotent struggle, submitted to the decrees of an assembly 
in which their votes were confounded with those of the meanest 
plebeians. These decrees, which were named Plbbiscita, were 
squally binding as the Leges, from which they were distinguished 
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only in name. Even under the republic the senate had a share in 
the legislative power, and the Senatus-consulta had the force 
and validity of laws. From the time of Tiberius these decrees be- 
came more frequent, because the emperors employed this means 
of flattering the pride of the senators by granting them the right of 
deliberating upon all aflairs which did not entrench upon the im- 
perial power. But the most important source of tho Roman law was 
the Edicts of the prajtors. As soon as the praitor ascended his 
tribunal, he announced by the voice of the crier, and afterwards 
inscribed on a white wall, the rules which he proposed to follow in 
the administration of justice. It was not according to his caprice 
that the praetor framed his regulations. The most distinguished 
lawyers of Rome were invited by the praefor to assist in drawing up 
this annual law, which, according to its principle, was only a de- 
claration which this magistrate made to the public, to announce tho 
manner in which he would judge, and to guard against every 
charge of jiartiality. He was bound strictly to adhere to the letter 
and spirit of his first proclamation, according to the Cornelian 
law, by which these edicts were called perpetual, and he could 
make no change in a regulation once published. It is a mistake to 
suppose that the prajtors had the power of dei)arting from the funda- 
mental laws, or the laws of the Twelve Tables, The people held them 
in such consideration, that tho X)r{etors rarely enacted laws con- 
trary to their provisions ; but as some provisions w^ere found inefli- 
cient, others opposed to the manners of the people and to the spirit 
of subsequent ages, the jawtors, still maintaining respect for tho 
laws, endeavoured to bring them into accordance with the necessities 
of the existing time, by such fictions as best suited the nature of the 
case. In the reign of Hadrian, the i)ra)torship of Salvius Julian, 
an eminent lawyer, was immortalised by the composition of the 
PERPETUAL EDICT. This w'cll-digested code contained everything 
of value ill the previous prajtorian edicts ; and although»it was only 
Ijerpctiial in the same sense as the former edicts, namely, that the 
magistrate could not change them during his year of office, yet, after . 
tlie lalx)iirs of so many men distinguished in jurisprudence, tlie 
framing of the Peiqictual Edict of Julian attained such perfection 
that no alteration was made in it, and it became the invariable 
standard of civil jurisprudence, 

§ 6. The emperors possessed legislative power, since the Roman 
people by the Lex Imiiorii, subsequently called Lex Regia, trans- 
ferred to their prince the full extent of tlieir own sovereignty. But 
from Augustus to Trajan, the modest Caesars were content to pro- 
mulgate their edicts in the various characters of a Roman magis- 
trate ; and in the decrees of the senate the epistles and orations of 
the prince were respectfully inserted. Hadrian appears to have 
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been the first who assumed without disguise the plenitude of legis- 
lative power. And this innovation, so agreeable to his active mind, 
was countenanced by the patience of the times and his long absence 
from the scat of government. The same policy was embraced by 
succeeding monarchs, and, according to the harsh metaphor of 
Tertullian, “ the gloomy and intricate forest of ancient laws was 
cleared away by the axe of royal mandates and const 
During four centuries, from Hadrian to Justinian, the public and 
private jurisprudence was moulded by the will of the sovereign, and 
few institutions, cither human or divine, were permitted to stand on 
their former basis. U'he rescri2)ts of the emi^eror, replies to the con- 
sultations of the magistrates, his grants and decrees^ his edicts and 
•pragmatic sanctions, were subscribed in purple ink, and transmitted 
to the xirOvinces as general or sj)ecial laws, which the magistrates 
were bound to execute and thexieople to obey. But as their number 
continually multixdicd, the rule of obedience became each day more 
doubtful and obscure, till the will of the sovereign was fixed and 
ascertained in the Gregorian, the Hermogenian, and the Theodosian 
codes. The two first, of which some fragments have escaped, were 
framed by two private lawyers to preserve the constitutions of the 
Pagan emperors from Hadrian to Constantine. The third, which is 
still extant, was digested in IG books by the order of the younger 
Theodosius to consecrate the laws of the Christian in-inccs from Con- 
stantine to bis own reign. But the three codes obtained an equal 
authority in the tribunals, and any act which was not included in 
the sacred clei)osit might be disregarded by the judge as sxmrious or 
obsolete. 

§ 6. Among savage nations the want of letters is imx’,crfectly sup- 
plied by the use of visible signs, which awaken attention and X3er- 
j^etuato the remembrance of any x>ublic or private transaction. The 
jurisprudence of the first Homans exhibited the scenes of a panto- 
mime ; the^words were adapted to the gestures, and the slightest 
error or neglect in the forms of j^rocceding was suflicient to annul 
the substance of the fairest claim. The communion of the marriage- 
life was denoted by the necessary elements of fire and water ; and 
the divorced wife resigned the bunch of keys, by the delivery of 
which she had been invested with the government of the family. 
The manumission of a son or a slave was performed by turning him 
round with a gentle blow on the cheek ; a work was prohibited by 
the casting of a stone ; prescription was interrupted by the breaking 
of a branch ; the clenched fist was the symbol of a pledge or deposit; 
the right hand was the gift of faith and confidence. The indenture 
ol covenants was a broken straw ; and weights and scales were intro- 
duced into every payment. If a citizen pursued any stolen goods 
into a neighbour’s house, he concealed liis nakedress with a linen 
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towel, and hid his face with a mask or basin, lest he should en- 
counter the eyes of a virgin or a matron. In a civil action, the 
plaintiff touched the car of his witness, seized his reluctant adversary 
by the neck, and implored, in solemn lamentation, the aid of his 
fellow-citizens. The two competitors grasped each other’s hand as 
if they stood prci)ared for combat before the tribunal of the praetor ; 
he commanded them to produce the object of the dispute; they 
went, they returned with measured steps, and a clod of earth was 
cast at his* feet to rejirescnt the field for which they contended. 
'I'his occult science of the words and actions of law was the inheri- 
tance of the pontiffs and patricians. Like the Chaldaean astrologers, 
they announced to their clients the days of business and repose ; 
these important trifles were interwoven with the religion of Kuinp,, 
and after the publication of the Twelve Tables tlie Roman people was 
still enslaved by the ignorance of judicial proceedings. The treachery 
of a plebeian officer * at length revealed the profitable mystery ; in 
a more enlightened age the legal actions Averc derided and observed, 
and the same antiquity which sanctified the practice, obliterated 
the use and meaning of this jn'imitive language. 

§ 7. A more liberal art was cultivated, however, by the sages of 
Rome, who, in a stricter sense, may be considered as the authors of 
the civil law. The alteration of the idiom and manners of the 
Romans rendered the style of the welve fl'ables less familiar to 
each rising generation, and the doubtful })assages were imperfectly 
explained by the study of legal antiquarians. To define the am- 
biguities, to circumscribe the latitude, to ai)ply the ))rinciples, to 
extend the consequences, to reconcile the real or apparent contradic- 
tions, was a much nobler and more imi)ortant task ; and the province 
of legislation was silently invaded by the expounders of ancient 
statutes. Their subtle interpretations concurred with the equity of 
the praitor to rclbrin the tyranny of the darker ages ; however 
strange or intricate the means, it was the aim of artificial jurispru- 
dence to restore the simple dictates of nature and reason, and the 
skill of private citizens was usefully employed to undermine the 
l)ublic institutions of their country. The revolution of almost one 
thousand years, from the Twelve Tables to the reign of Justinian, 
may bo divided into three periods almost equal in duration, and 
distinguished from each other by the mode of instruction and the 
character of the civilians. I. ITide and ignorance contributed, dur- 
ing the first period, to confine within narrow limits the science of 
the Roman law (b.o. 451-106). On the public days of market or 
assembly the maste.rs of the art were seen walking in the forum, 
ready to impart the needful advice to the meanest of their fellow*- 

* It was revealed by Cn. Flavius, the scribe of App. Claudius Cajcufl, 
censor n.c. 312. 
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346 


PERIODS OF ROMAN JURISPRUDENCE. Chap. XXIII 


citizens, from whose votes, on a future occasion, they might solicit 
a grateful return. As their years and honours increased, they 
seated themselves at home on a chair or throne, to exj)ect, with 
patient gravity, the visits of their clients, who at the dawn of day, 
from the town and country, began to thunder at their door. The 
duties of social life and the incidents of judicial proceeding were the 
ordinary subject of these consultations, and the verbal or written 
opinion of the juris-consults was framed according to the rules of 
prudence and law. The youths of their own order and family were 
permitted to listen ; their children enjoyed the benefit of more 
private lessons, and the Mucian race was long renowned for the 
hereditary knowledge of the civil law. II. The second period, the 
learned and splendid age of jurisprudence, may be extended from 
the birth of Cicero to the reign of Alexander Severus (b.c. 106- 
A.D. 235). A system was formed, schools were instituted, books 
were composed, and both the living and the dead became subservient 
to the instruction of the student. The tripartite of iElius Pa)tus, 
snrnamed Catus, or the Cunning, was preserved as the oldest work 
of jurisprudence. Cato the censor derived some additional fame 
from his legal studies and those of his son ; the kindred appella- 
tion of Mucins Scievola was illustrated by three sages of the law, 
but the perfection of the science was ascribed to Servius Suli>icius, 
their disciple, and the friend of Tully ; and the long succession, 
which shone with equal lustre under the republic and under the 
CfiBSars, is finally closed by the respectable characters of Papinian, 
of Paul, and of XJlpian. 111. In the third period, between the 
reigns of Alexander and Justinian, the oracles of jurisprudence were 
almost mute (a.d. 235-527). The measure of curiosity had been 
filled ; the throne w^as occupied by tyrants and barbarians ; the 
active spirits were diverted by religious disputes ; and the pro- 
fessors of Rome, Constantinople, and Berytus, were humbly content 
to repeat the* lessons of their more enlightened predecessors. 

§ 8. The jurisprudence which had been grossly adapted to the 
wants of the first Romans was polished and improved in the seventh 
century of the city by the alliance of Grecian philosophy. The 
Scaevolas had been taught by use and experience ; but Servius 
Sulpicius was the first civilian who established his art on a certain 
and general theory. For the discernment of tnith and falsehood 
he apjfiied, as an infallible rule, the logic of Aristotle and the stoics, 
reduced particular cases to general principles, and diffused over the 
shapeless mass the light of order and eloquence. It was from the 
stoics that the Roman civilians learned to live, to reason, and to die ; 
but they imbibed in some degree the prejudices of the sect ; the love 
of paradox, the pertinacious habits of dispute, and a minute attach- 
ment to words and verbal distinctions. The superiority of form to 
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matter was introduced to ascertain the right of property : and to 
equality of crimes is countenanced by an opinion of Trebatius, that 
he who touches the car touches the whole body ; and that he wto 
steals from an heap of com or an hogshead of wine is guilty of the 
entire theft. 

§ 9. Augustus and Tiberius were the first to adopt, as an useful 
engine, the science of the civilians ; and their servile labours 
accommodated the old system to the spirit and views of despotism. 
Under the fair pretence of securing the dignity of the art, the privi- 
lege of subscribing legal and valid opinions was confined to the 
sages of senatorial! or equestrian rank, who had been previously 
approved by the judgment of the prince ; and this monopoly pre- 
vailed till Hadrian restored the freedom of the profession to every 
citizen conscious of his abilities and knowledge. The discretion of 
the praBtor was now governed by the lessons of his teachers ; the 
judges were enjoined to obey the comment as well as the text of the 
law ; and the use of codicils was a memorable innovation, which 
Augustus ratified by the advice of the civilians. The most absolute 
mandate could only require that the judges should agree with the 
civilians, if the civilians agreed among themselves. But the Roman 
jurisprudence was divided by the once famous sects of the Pro- 
culians and Sahinians, Two sages of the law, Ateius Capito and 
Antistius liabeo, adorned the peace of the Augustan age : the former 
distinguished by the favour of his sovereign ; the latter more illus- 
trious by his contempt of that favour, and his stern though harmless 
opposition to the tyrant of Rome. Their legal studies were influ- 
enced by the vai ious colours of their temper and ja-inciples. Labeo 
was attached to the form of the ohl republic ; his rival embraced the 
more profitable substance of the rising monarchy. But the disposi- 
tion of a courtier is tame and submissive ; and Capito seldom pre- 
sumed to deviate from the sentiments, or at least from the words, 
of his predecessors ; while the bold republican imrsucd his inde- 
pendent ideas without fear of paradox or innovations. The freedom 
of Labeo was enslaved, however, by the rigour of his own con- 
clusions, and he decided, according to the letter of the law, tl)e 
same questions which his indulgent competitor resolved with a 
latitude of equity more suitable to the common sense and feelings of 
mankind. If a fair exchange had been substituted for the payment 
of money, Capito still considered the transaction as a legal sale ; and 
he consulted nature for the age of puberty, without confining his 
definition to the precise period of twelve or fourteen years. This 
opposition of sentiments was propagated in the writings and lessons 
of the two founders ; the schools of Capito and Labeo maintained 
their inveterate conflict from the age of Augustus to that of Hadrian ; 
and the two sects derived their appellations from Sabinus and Pm 



348 


REFORM IN ROMAN JURISPRUDENCE. Chap. XXI I T. 


cuius, their most celebrated teachers. The names of Cassians and 
Pegasians were likewise applied to the same parties ; but, by a 
strange reverse, the popular cause was in the hands of Pegasus, a 
timid slave of Domitiau, while the favourite of the Cassars was 
represented by Cassius, who gloried in his descent from the patriot 
assassin. By the perpetual edict the controversies of the sects were 
in a great measure determined. For that important work the 
emperor Hadrian preferred the chief of the Sabinians ; the friends of 
monarchy prevailed; but the moderation of Sal vius Julian insen- 
sibly reconciled the victors and the vanquished. Like the contempo- 
rary'philosophers, the lawyers of the age of the Antonines disclaimed 
the authority of a master, and adopted from every system the most 
probable doctrines. But their writings would have been less volu- 
minous, had their choice been more unanimous. The conscience of 
the judge was perplexed by the number and weight of discordant 
testimonies, and every sentence that his passion or interest might 
pronounce was justified by the sanction of some venerable name. 
An indulgent edict of the younger Theodosius excused him from the 
labour of comparing and weighing their arguments. Five civilians. 
Gains, Papinian, Paul, Ulpian, and Modcstinus, were established as 
the oracles of jurisprudence : a majority was decisive ; but if their 
opinions were equally divided, a casting vote was ascribed to the 
superior wisdom of Papijiian. 

§ 10. When Justinian ascended the throne, the reformation of 
the Koman jurisprudence was an arduous but indispensable task. 
Tn the space of ten contuiies the infinite variety of laws and legal 
opinions had filled many thousand volumes, which no fortune could 
purchase and no capacity could digest. Books could not easily be 
found ; and the judges, poor in the midst of riches, were reduced to 
the exercise of their illiterate discretion. The subjects of the Greek 
provinces w'ere ignorant of the language that disposed of their lives 
and properties ; and the barbarous dialect of the Latins was imper- 
fectly studied in the academies of Berytus and Constantinople. As 
an Illyrian soldier, that idiom was familiar to the infancy of Justi- 
nian ; his youth had been instructed by the lessons of jurisprudence, 
and his Imperial choice selected the most learned civilians of the 
Plast, to labour with their sovereign in the work of reformation. 
Tlie theory of jirofessors was assisted by the practice of advocates 
and the experience of magistrates ; and the whole undertaking was 
animated by the spirit of Tribonian. This extraordinary man, the 
object of so much praise and censure, was a native of Side in Pam- 
phylia; and his genius, like that of Bacon, embraced as his own, 
all the business and knowledge of the age. To the literature of 
Greece he added the use of the Latin tongue ; the Roman civilians 
vere deposited in his library and in his mind ; and he most as- 
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siduoiisly cultivated those arts which opened the road of wealth 
and j)rcferment. From the bar of the prajtorian pra3fects he raised 
himself to the honours of quaestor, of consul, and of master of the 
offices. The reproaches of impiety and avarice have stained the 
virtues or the reputation of Tribonian. In a bigoted and persecuting 
court, the principal minister was accused of a secret aversion to the 
Christian faith, and was supposed to entertain the sentiments of an 
Atheist and a Pagan, llis avarice w as more clearly proved and more 
sensibly felt. If he were swayed by gifts in the administration of 
justice, the example of Paeon will again occur ; nor can the merit of 
Tribonian atone for his baseness, if he degraded the sanctity of his 
profession, and if laws were every day enacted, modified, or repealed, 
for the base consideration of his private cmDlument. In the sedition 
of Constantinople, his removal was granted to the clamours, perhaps 
to the just indignation, of the people ;* but the quaestor was speedily 
restored, and, till the hour of his death, he possessed, above twenty 
yesrs, tlie favour and confidence of the emperor. 

§ 11. In the first year of his reign, Justinian directed the faithful 
Tribonian, and nine learned associates, to revise the ordinances of 
his predecessors, as they w’ere contained, since the time of Hadrian, 
in the Gregorian, Hermogenian, and 'I’heodosian codes. The work 
was accomplished in 14 months (a.d. 528-529); and the twelve 
books or tahhsy which the new decemvirs produced, might be de- 
signed to imitate the hibo\irs of their Homan predecessors. The new 
Code of Justinian was honoured with his name, and confirmed by 
his royal signature : autlientic transcripts were multiplied by the 
pens of notaries and scribes, and were transmitted to the magistrates 
of the provinces. A more arduous o})eration was still behind — to 
extmet the spirit of jurisprudence from the decisions and conjectures, 
the questions and disputes, of the Roman civilians. Seventeen 
lawyers, with Tribonian at their head, were appointed by tlie em- 
peror to exercise an absolute jurisdiction over the w-^orks of their 
predecessors. If they had obeyed his commands in ten years, Jus- 
tinian would have been satisfied with their diligence; and the rapid 
composition of the Dicjest or Pandects in three years will deserve 
praise or censure according to the merit of the execution (a. D. 530, 
Dec. 15 — A.D. 533, Dec. 16). From the library of Tribonian they 
chose forty, the most eminent civilians of former times r 2000 trea- 
tises were comprised in an abridgment of 50 books ; and it has been 
carefully recorded that three millions of lines or sentences were re- 
duced, in this abstract, to the moderate number of 150,000. I'lie 
edition of this great w’ork wJis delayed a month after that of the 
Institutes; and it seemed reasonable that the elements should 
precede the digest of the Roman law. As soon as the emperor had 
* See p. 299. 
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approved their labours, he ratified, by hia legislative power, the spe- 
culations of these private citizens : their commentaries on the Twelve 
Tables, the Perpetual Edict, the laws of the people, and the decrees 
of the senate, succeeded to the authority of the text ; and the text 
was abandoned as an useless, though venerable relic of antiquity. 
The (7oc?e, the Pandects^ and the Institutes^ were declared to be the 
legitimate system of civil jurisprudence ; they alone were admitted 
in the tribunals, and they alone were taught in the academies of 
Rome, Constantinople, and Berytus. 

§ 12. Since the emperor declined the fame and envy of original 
composition, we can only require at his hands method, choice, and 
fidelity — the humble, though indispensable, virtues of a compiler. 
Among the various combinations of ideas it is difficult to assign any 
reasonable x>reference ; but, as the order of Justinian is different in 
his three works, it is possible that all may be wrong, and it is certain 
that two cannot be right. In the selection of aficicnt laws ho seems 
to have viewed his predecessors without jealousy and with equal 
regard : the scries could not ascend above the reign of Hadrian, and 
the narrow distinction of Paganism and Christianity, introduced by 
the superstition of Theodosius, had been abolished by the consent of 
mankind. But the jurisin’udence of the Pandects is circumscribed 
within a period of an hundred years, from the Perpetual Edict to 
the death of Alexander Severus : the civilians who lived under the 
first Caesars are seldom permitted to speak, and only three names 
can be attributed to the age of the roj>ublic. The favourite of Jus- 
tinian (it has been fiercely urged) was fearful of encountering the 
light of freedom and the gravity of Roman sages. But the minis- 
ters of Justinian were instructed to labour not for the curiosity of 
antiquarians, but for the immediate benefit of his subjects. Perhaps, 
if the preceptors and friends of Cicero were still alive, our candour 
would acknowledge that their intrinsic merit was excelled by the 
school of Paiiinian and Ulpian. The science of the laws is the slow 
growth of time and experience, and the advantage both of method and 
materials is naturally assumed by the most recent authors. But 
the emperor was guilty of fraud and forgery when he corrupted the 
integrity of their text, inscribed with their venerable names the 
words and ideas of his servile reign, and suppressed by the hand of 
power the pure and authentic copies of their sentiments. The 
changes and interpolations of Trihonian and his colleagues are ex- 
cused by the pretence of uniformity : but their cares have been 
insufficient, and the antinomies, or contradictions, of the Code and 
Pandects, still exercise the patience and subtlety of modern 
civilians. 

A rumour, devoid of evidence, has been propagated by the ene- 
mies of Justinian, that the jurisprudence of ancient Rome was 
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reduced to ashes by the author of the Pandects, from the vain per- 
suasion that it was now cither false or superfluous. Without 
usurping an office so invidious, the emperor might safely commit to 
ignorance and time the accomplishment of this destructive wish. 
Before the invention of printing and paper, the labour and the ma- 
terials of writing could be purchased only by the rich ; and it may 
reasonably be computed that the price of books was an hundred-fold 
their present value. The books of jurisprudence were interesting to 
few, and entertaining to none ; their value was connected with pre- 
sent use, and they sunk for ever as soon as that use was superseded 
by the innovations of fashion, sui)erior merit, or public authority. 
The copies of Papinian or Ulpian, which the reformer had pro- 
scribed, were deemed unworthy of future notice ; the Twelve Tables 
and prajtorian edict insensibly vanished ; and the monuments of 
ancient Home were neglected or destroyed by the envy and igno- 
rance of the Greeks. Even the Pandects themselves have escaped 
with difficulty and danger from the common shij>wreck, and criti- 
cism has pronounced that all the editions and manuscripts of the 
West are derived from one original. It was transcribed at Constan- 
tinople in the beginning of the seventh century, was successively 
transported by the accidents of w^ar and commerce to Amalphi, Pisa, 
and Florence, and is now deposited as a sacred relic in the ancient 
palace of the republic. 

§ 13. It is the first care of a reformer to prevent any future refor- 
mation. To maintain the text of the Pandects, the Institutes, and 
the Code, the use of ciphers and abbreviations was rigorously pro- 
scribed; and as Justinian recollected that the Perpetual Edict had 
been buried under the weight of commentators, he denounced the 
punishment of forgery against the rash civilians who should pre- 
sume to interpret or pervert the will of their sovereign. But the 
emperor was unable to fix his own inconstancy ; and, while he 
boasted of renewing the exchange of Diomede, of transmuting brass 
into gold, he discovered the necessity of purifying his gold from the 
mixture of baser alloy. Six years had not elapsed from the publica- 
tion of the Code before he condemned the imperfect attempt by a new 
and more accurate edition of the same work, which he enriched with 
two hundred of his own laws and fifty decisions of the darkest and 
most intricate points of jurisprudence (a. n. 534, Nov. IG). Every 
year, or, according to Procopius, each day of his long reign was 
marked by some legal innovation. Many of his acts were rescinded 
by himself ; many were rejected by his successors ; many have been 
obliterated by time ; but the number of sixteen Edicts, and one 
hundred and sixty-eight Novels, has been admitted into the au- 
thentic body of the civil jurisprudence (a. d. 534- 5G5). 

§ 14. Monarchs seldom condescend to become the preceptors of 
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their subjects ; and some praise is duo to Justinian, by whose com- 
mand an ample system was reduced to a short and elementary trea- 
tise. Among the various institutes of the Roman law, those of 
Gains* were the most popular in the East and West; and tljeir use 
may be considered as an evidence of their merit. ^J'hey were se- 
lected by the Imperial delegates, Tribonian, Theophiliis, and Doro- 
theus ; and the freedom and purity of the Antonincs was incrusted 
with the coarser materials of a degenerate age. The same volume 
which introduced tlie youth of Rome, Constantinople, and Berytus 
to the gradual study of the Code and Pandects, is still precious to 
the historian, the philosopher, and the magistrate. The Institutes 
of Justinian are divided into four books ; they proceed, with no con- 
temptible method, from, I. Persons, to, II. Things, and from things 
to. III. Actions ; and the article IV., of Private Wrongs, is termi- 
nated by the principles of Criminal Laiv» 

§ 15. I. Ob’ Persons. In the eye of the law all Roman citizens 
were equal, and all subjects of the empire were citizens of Rome. 
That inestimable character was degraded to an obsolete and empty 
name. The voice of a Roman could no longer enact his laws, or 
create the annual ministers of his power : his constitutional rights 
might have checked the arbitrary will of a master ; and the bold 
adventurer from Germany or Arabia was admitted, with equal 
favour, to the civil and military command, which the citizen alone 
had been once entitled to assume over the compiests of his fathers. 
^J’he first Ciesars had scrupulously guarded the distinction of ingc~ 
nuous and servile birth, which was decided by the condition of the 
mother ; and the candour of the laws was satisfied if her freedom 
could be ascertained, during a single moment, between the concep- 
tion and the delivery. Tlie slaves who were liberated by a generous 
master immediately entered into the middle class of lihertini or 
freedmen ; but they could never be enfranchised from the duties of 
obedience and gratitude : whatever were the fruits of their industry, 
their patron and his family inherited the third part ; or even the 
whole of their fortune if they died without children and without a 
testament. Justinian respected the rights of patrons; but his in- 
dulgence removed the badge of disgrace from the two inferior orders 
of freedmen ; whoever ceased to be a slave obtained, without reserve 
or delay, the station of a citizen ; and at length the dignity of an in- 
genuous birth, which nature had refused, was created, or supposed, 
by the omnipotence of the emperor. Whatever restraints of age, or 
forms, or numbers, bad been formerly introduced to check the abuse 

* The Institutes of Gaius, who. lived in the time of the Antonines, were 
discovered by Niebuhr in 1816 in a palimpsest MS. prescived in the cathedral 
library of Verona. The work was published for the first time by Go<'schen in 
1821. 
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of mamimisaions and the too rapid increase of vile and indigent Ro- 
mans, he finally abolished; and the spirit of his laws promoted the 
extinction of domestic servitude. 

§ 16. The law of nature instructs most animals to cherish and 
educate their infant progeny. The law of reason inculcates upon the 
human species the returns of filial i>iety. But the exclusive, abso- 
lute, and iKjrpctual dominion of the father over his children is pecu- 
liar to the Roman jurisprudence, and seems to be coeval with the 
foundation of the city. The paternal power was instituted or con- 
firmed by Romulus himself ; and, after the practice of three cen- 
turies, it was inscribed on the fourth table of the Decemvirs. In 
the forum, the senate, or the camp, the adult son of a Roman 
citizen enjoyed the public and private nghts of a person : in his 
father’s house he was a mere thing ; confounded by the laws with 
the moveables, the cattle, and the slaves, whom the capricious 
master might alienate or destroy without being responsible to any 
earthly tribunal. The hand which bestowed the daily sustenance 
might resume the voluntary gift, and whatever was acquired by the 
labour or fortune of the son was immediately lost in the property of 
the father. At the call of indigence or avarice, the master of a 
family could dispose of his children or his slaves. But the condi- 
tion of the slave was far more advantageous, since he regained, by 
the first manumission, his alienated freedom : the son was again 
restored to his unnatural father ; he might be condemned to servitude 
a second and a third time, and it was not till after the third sale 
and deliverance that he was enfranchised from the domestic power 
which had been so repeatedly abused. The majesty of a parent 
was armed with the power of life and death ; and the examples of 
such bloody executions, which were sometimes praised and never 
punished, may be traced in the annals of Rome, beyond the. times 
of Pompey and Augustus. Neither age, nor rank, nor the consular 
office, nor the honours of a triumph, could exemiot the most illus- 
trious citizen from the bonds of filial subjection : his own descend- 
ants were included in the family of their common ancestor ; and 
the claims of adoption were not less sacred or less rigorous than 
those of nature. 

The first limitation of paternal power is ascribed to the justice 
and humanity of Numa ; and the maid who, with /us father’s con- 
sent, had espoused a freeman, was protected from the disgrace of 
becoming the wife of a slave. An imperfect right of property, 
under the name of pecuUum, was at length communicated to sons. 
Of all that proceeded from the father he imparted only the use, and 
reserved the absolute dominion ; yet, if his goods were sold, the 
filial portion was excepted, by a favourable interpretation, from the 
demands of the creditors. In whatever accrued by marriage, gift, 
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or collateral succession, the property was secured to the son ; but 
the father, unless he had been sj^ecially excluded, enjoyed the usu- 
fruct during his life. A private jurisdiction is repugnant to the 
spirit of monarchy ; the parent was again rt;duccd from a judge to 
an accuser ; and the magistrates were enjoined by Alexander Sc- 
verus to hear his complaints and execute his sentence. He could 
no longer take the life of a son without incurring the guilt and 
punishment of murder ; and the pains of parricide, from which he 
had been excepted by the Pompeian law, were finally inflicted by 
the justice of Constantine. The exposition of children was the 
prevailing and stubborn vice of antiquity ; it was sometimes 
prescribed, often permitted, almost always practised with im- 
punity by the nations who never entertained the Roman ideas of 
paternal power ; and the di-amatic jxKits,. who appeal to the human 
heart, rei^resent with indifference a popular custom which was pal- 
liated by the motives of economy and compassion. If the father 
could subdue his own feelings, he might escape, though not the 
censure, at least the chastisement, of the law^s ; and the Roman 
empire was stained with the blood of infants, till such murdeis were 
included by Valentinian and his colleagues in the letter and spirit 
of the Cornelian law. The lessons of jurisprudence and Christianity 
had been insufficient to eradicate this inhuman practice, till their 
gentle influence was fortified by the terrors of capital punishment. 

§ 17. Experience has proved that savages are the tyrants of the 
female sex, and that the condition of w^omen is usually softened by 
the refinements of social life. The season of marriage -was fixed 
by Numa at the tender age of 12 years, that the Roman husband 
might educate to his will a pure and obedient virgin. According 
to the custom of antiquity, he bought his bride of her parents, and 
she fulfilled the coemption by purchasing, with three pieces of 
copper, a just introduction to his house and household deities. A 
sacrifice of fruits was offered by the pontiffs in the presence of 10 
witnesses ; the contracting parties were seated on the same sheep- 
skin ; they tasted a salt cake of far^ or rice ; and this confarreationy 
which denoted the ancient food of Italy, served as an emblem of 
their mystic union of mind and body. But this union on the side of 
the woman was rigorous and unequal ; and she renounced the name 
and worship of her father’s house, to embrace a new servitude, deco- 
rated only by the title of adoption : a fiction of the law, neither 
rational nor elegant, bestowed on the mother of a family (her proper 
appellation) the strange characters of sister to her own children and 
of daughter to her husband or master, who was invested with the 
plenitude of paternal power. By his judgment or caprice her beha- 
viour was approved, or censured, or chastised ; he exercised the 
Jurisdiction of life and death ; and it was allowed that in the cases 
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of adultery or drunkenness the sentence might be properly inflicted. 
She acquired and inherited for the sole profit of her lord ; and so 
clearly was woman defined, not as a person^ but as a thing^ that, 
if the original title were deficient, she might be claimed, like other 
moveables, by the use and possession of an entire year. 

After the Punic triumphs the matrons of Rome aspired to the 
common benefits of a free and opulent republic ; their wishes were 
gratified by the indulgence of fathers and lovers, and their ambition 
was unsuccessfully resisted by the gravity of Cato the Censor. They 
declined the solemnities of the old nuptials, defeated the annual 
prescription by an absence of three days, and, without losing their 
name or independence, subscribed the liberal and definite terms of a 
marriage contract. Of their private fort ines, they communicated 
the use and secured the property ; the estates of a wife could neither 
be alienated nor mortgaged by a prodigal husband ; their mutual 
gifts were i^rohibited by the jealousy of the laws ; and the miscon- 
duct of either party might afford, under another name, a future sub- 
ject for an action of theft. To this loose and voluntary compact 
religious and civil rights were no longer essential, and between per- 
sons of a similar rank the apparent community of life was allowed 
as sufficient evidence of their nuptials. The dignity of marriage 
was restored by the (yhristians, who derived all spiritual grace from 
the prayers of the faithful and the benediction of the priest or 
bishop. Tlie origin, validity, and duties of the holy institution 
were regulated by the tradition of the synagogue, the precepts of the 
Gospel, and the canons of general or provincial synods ; and the 
conscience of the Christians was awed by the decrees and censures 
of their ecclesiastical rulers. Yet the magistrates of Justinian were 
not subject to the authority of the church : the emperor consulted 
the unbelieving civilians of antiquity ; and the choice of matrimonial 
laws in the Code and Pandects is directed by the earthly motives of 
justice, policy, and the natural freedom of both sexes. 

§ 18. Besides the agreement of the parties, the essence of every 
rational contract, the Roman marriage required the previous appro- 
bation of the parents. The causes of the dissolution of matrimony 
varied among the Romans ; but the most solemn sacrament, the 
confarreation itself, might always be done away by rites of a con- 
trary tendency. In the first ages the father of a family might 
sell his children, and his wife was reckoned in the number of his 
children: the domestic judge might pronounce the death of the 
offender, or his mercy might expel her from his bed and house ; but 
the slavery of the wretched female was hopeless and perpetual, 
unless he asserted for his own convenience the manly prerogative 
of divorce. The warmest applause has been lavished on the virtue 
of the Romans, who abstain^ from the exercise of this tempting 
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privilege above 500 years ;* but the same fact evinces the unequal 
terms of a connexion in which the slave was unable to renounce her 
tyrant, and the tyrant was unwilling to relinquish his slave. When 
the Homan matrons became the equal and voluntary companions of 
their lords, a new jurisprudence was introduced, that marriage, like 
other partnerships, might be dissolved by the abdication of one of 
the associates. In three centuries of prosperity and corruption, this 
principle was enlarged to frequent practice and pernicious abuse. 
Passion, interest, or caprice, suggested daily motives for the disso- 
lution of marriage ; a word, a sign, a message, a letter, the mandate 
of a freedman, declared the separation ; the most tender of human 
connexions was degraded to a transient society of profit or pleasure. 

Insufficient remedies followed with distant and tardy steps the 
i-apid progress of the evil. Every act of a citizen was subject to 
the judgment of the censors ; the first who used the privilege of 
divorce assigned at their command the motives of his conduct ; and 
a senator was expelled for dismissing his virgin spouse without the 
knowledge or advice of his friends. Whenever an action was insti- 
tuted for the recovery of a marriage-portion, the prcBtoVy as the 
guardian of equity, examined the cause and the characters, and 
gently inclined the scale in favour of the guiltless and injured party. 
Augustus, who united the powers of both magistrates, adopted their 
different modes of repressing or chastising the licence of divorce?. 
The presence of seven Homan witnesses was required for the validity 
of this solemn and deliberate act : if any adequate provocation Tiad 
been given by the husband, instead of the delay of two years, he 
was compelled to refund immediately or in the space of six months ; 
but if he could arraign the manners of his wife, her guilt or levity 
was expiated by the loss of the sixth or eighth part of her marriage- 
portion. The Christian princes were the first who specified the just 
causes of a private divorce ; their institutions, from Constantine to 
Justinian, appear to fluctuate between the custom of the empire 
and the wishes of the church ; and the author of the Novels toe 
frequently reforms the jurisprudence of the Code and Pandects. 
The successor of Justinian yielded to the prayers of his unhappy 
subjects, and restored the liberty of divorce by mirtual consent, 

§ 19. The freedom of marriage was restrained among the Homans 
by natural and civil impediments. An instinct, almost innate and 
universal, appears to prohibit the ’ incestuous commerce of parents 
and children in the infinite series of ascending and descending gene- 
rations. Concerning the oblique and collateral branches nature is 
indifferent, reason mute, and custom various and arbitrary. In 
Egypt the marriage of brothers and sisters was admitted without 

* In the year of Rome 523, Spnriiis Carvilius Ruga repudiated a fair, a 
good, but barren wife. 
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scruple or exception : a Spartan might espouse the daughter of his 
father ; an Athenian, that of his mother ; and the nuptials of an 
uncle with his niece were applauded at Athens as a happy union of 
the dearest relations. The profane lawgivers of Rome were never 
tempted by interest or superstition to multi jdy the forbidden de- 
grees ; but they inflexibly condemned the marriage of sisters and 
brothers, hesitated whether first-cousins should be touched by the 
same interdict, revered the parental character of aunts and uncles,’*' 
and treated affinity and adoption as a just imitation of the tics of 
blood. According to the proud maxims of the republic, a legal mar- 
riage could only be contracted by free citizens ; an honourable, at 
least an ingenuous, birth was rc(iuired for the spouse of a senator : 
but the blood of kings could never mingle in legitimate nuptials 
with the blood of a Homan ; and the name of Stranger degraded 
Cleoxiatra and Berenice to live the concubines of Mark Antony and 
Titus, This appellation, indeed, so injurious to the majesty, cannot 
without indulgence be applied to the manners, of these Oriental 
queens. A concubine, in the strict sense of the civilians, was a 
woman of servile or plebeian extraction, the sole and faithful com- 
panion of a Roman citizen, wlio continued in a state of celibacy. 
Her modest station, below the honours of a wife, above the infamy 
of a prostitute, was acknowledged and api)rovcd by the laws : from 
the age of Augustus to the tenth century, the use of this secondary 
marriage prevailed both in the West and East; and the humble 
virtues of a concubine were often preferred to the pomp and insolence 
of a noble matron. In this connexion the two Antoriines, the best 
of princes and of men, en joyed the comforts of domestic love ; the 
example was imitated by many citizens impatient of celibacy, but 
regardful of their families. If at any time they desired to legitimate 
their natural children, the conversion was instantly performed by 
the celebration of their nuptials with a partner whose fruitfulness 
and fidelity they had already tried. By this epithet of natural the 
offspring of the concubine were distinguished from the spurious 
brood of adultery, prostitution, and incest, to whom Justinian 
reluctantly grants the necessary elements of life ; and these natural 
children alone were capable of succeeding to a sixth part of the 
inheritance of their re]iuted father. According to the rigour of law, 
bastards were entitled only to the name and condition of their 
mother, from whom they might derive the character of a slave, a 
stranger, or a citizen. The outcasts of every family were adopted, 
without reproach, as the children of the state. 

♦ In consequence of the man iage of the emperor Claudius with his niece 
Agrippina, the daughter of his brother Ciermanicus, it became lawful for a 
man to marry the daughter of his brother ; but it continued unlawful for a 
man to marry the daughter of his sister. 
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§ 20. Tlio relation of guardian and ward, or, in Homan words, of 
tutor and pupil, which covers so many titles of the Institutes and 
Pandects, is of a very simple and uniform nature. The person and 
property of an orphan must always he trusted to the custody of 
some discreet friend. If the deceased father had not signified his 
choice, the agnats, or paternal kindred of the nearest degree, were 
compelled to act as the natural guardians. If the choice of the 
father and the line of consanguinity atforded no efficient guardian, 
the failure was supplied by the nomination of the prastor of the city 
or the president of the province. The office of the tutor was to 
complete the defective legal j^ersonality of the ward. All formal 
words essential to a legal transaction had to be pronounced by the 
ward himself, and then the tutor, by his assent, added the animus^ 
the intention, of which the child was not caimble. The age of 
puberty had been rashly fixed by the civilians at fourteen ; but, as 
the faculties of the mind ripen more slowly than those of the body, 
a curator was interposed to guard the fortunes of a Homan youth 
from his own inexjoerience and headstrong passions. Such a trustee 
had been first instituted by the prajtor to sQ,ve a family from the 
blind havoc of a prodigal or madman ; and the minor was compelled 
by the laws to solicit the same protection to give validity to his acts 
till ho accomplished the full i)criod of 25 years. Women were 
condemned to the perpetual tutelage of parents, husbands, or 
guardians ; a sex created to please and obey was never supposed to 
have attained the age of reason and experience. Such at least was 
the stem and haughty spirit of the ancient law, which had Ixjcn 
insensibly mollified before the time of Justinian. 

§ 21. II. Or THINGS. — The Roman laws protected all property 
acquired in a lawful manner. They imposed on those who had 
invaded it the obligation of making restitution and reparation of all 
damage caused by that invasion; they punished it, moreover, in 
many cases, by a pecuniary fine. But they did not always grant a 
recovery against the third person, who had become ho7id fide pos- 
sessed of the property. He who had obtained possession of a thing 
belonging to another, knowing nothing of the prior rights of that 
person, maintained the possession. The law had expressly deter- 
mined those cases in which it permitted property to be reclaimed 
from an innocent ]X)ssessor. In these cases possession had the cha- 
racters of absolute proprietorship, called Mancipium, Jus Quiritium^ 
To possess this right it was not sufficient to have entered into pos- 
session of the thing in any manner ; the acquisition was bound to 
have that character of publicity wliich was given by the observation 
of solemn forms, prescribed by the laws, or by the uninterrupted ex- 
ercise of proprietorship during a certain time : the Roman citizen 
alone could acquire this proprietorship. Every other kind of 
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possession, which might be named imperfect proprietorship, was 
called in bonis habere. It was not till after the time of Cicero 
that the general name of Dominium was given to all proprietor- 
ship. 

It was then the publicity which constituted the distinctive cha- 
racter of absolute dominion. This publicity was grounded on the 
mode of acquisition, which the modems have called Civil {Modi 
acquirendi Civiles'), These modes of acquisition were, 1. Mancipium 
or Mancipation which was nothing but the solemn delivery of the 
thing in the presence of a determinate number of witnesses and 
a public officer. 2. In jure cessio, which was a solemn deliveiy 
before the praetor. 3. Adjudication made by a judge, in a case of par- 
tition. 4. LeXy which comprehended modes of acquiring in particular 
cases determined by law ; probably the law of the Twelve Tables ; 
for instance, the sub corona emptio and the legatum, 6. UsuSn called 
afterwards UsucapiOn and by the moderns prescription. This was 
only a year for moveables ; two years for things not moveable. Its 
primary object was altogether different from that of prescription in 
the present day. It was originally introduced in order to transform 
tlie simple possession of a thing (in bonis habere) into Homan pro- 
prietorship. The public and uninterrupted possession of a thing, 
enjoyed for the space of one or two years, was sufficient to make 
known to the inhabitants of the city of Rome to whom the thing 
belonged. This last mode of acquisition completed the system of 
civil acquisitions, by legalising, as it were, every other kind of ac- 
quisition which was not conferred, from the commencement, by the 
Jus Quiritium, As to things of smaller value, or those which it 
was difficult to distinguish from each other, the solemnities of 
which we speak were not requisite to obtain legal proprietorship. 
In this case simple delivery was sufficient. 

In proportion to the aggrandizement of the republic, this latter 
principle became more important from the increase of the commerce 
and wealth of the state. It was necessary to know what were those 
things of which absolute property might be acquired by simple de- 
livery, and what, on the contrary, were those things, the acquisition 
of which must be sanctioned by these solemnities. This question W’as 
necessarily to be decided by a general rule ; and it is this rule which 
establishes the distinction between res mancipi and nec mancipi, a 
distinction about which the opinions of modern civilians differ so 
much that there are above ten conflicting systems on the subject. 
It is most probable, however, that res mancipi (by contraction for 
mancipii) were things of which the absolute property (Jus Qui- 
ritium) might be acquired only by the solemnities mentioned above, 
at h3ast by that of mancipation, which was, without doubt, the most 
easy and the most usual. As for other things, the acquisition of 
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which was nofc subject to these forms in order to confer absohito 
right, they were called res nec mancipL 

§ 22. The personal title of the first proprietor must be deter- 
mined by his death ; but the possession, without any appearance 
of change, is peaceably continued in .his children. The principle 
of hereditary succession is universal ; but the order has been 
variously established. The jurisprudence of the liomans appears 
to have deviated from the equality of nature much less than the 
Jewish, the Athenian, or the English institutions. On the death 
of a citizen, all liis descendants, unless they were already freed 
from his paternal power, were ealled to the inheritance of his ]X)s- 
sessions. The insolent prerogative of primogeniture was unknown ; 
the two sexes were placed on a just level ; all the sons and 
daughters were entitled to Jiii equal portion of the patrimonial 
estate ; and if any of the sons had been intercepted by a premature 
death, his person was represented, and his share was divided, by his 
surviving children. On the failure of the direct line, the right of 
succession must diverge to the collateral branches. The degrees of 
kindred arc numbered by the civilians, ascending from the last pos- 
sessor to a common parent, and descending from the common ])arent 
to the next heir : my father stands in the first degree, my brother 
in the second, his children in the third, and the remainder of the 
series may be conceived by fancy, or pictured in a genealogical table. 
In this computation a distinction was made, essential to the laws 
and even the constitution of Home : the agmUSy or persons connected 
by a line of males, were called, as they stood in the nearest degree, 
to an equal partition ; 'but a female was incapable of transmitting 
any legal claims ; and the cognats of every rank, without excei)ting 
the dear relation of a mother and a son, were disinherited by the 
Twelve Tables, as strangers and aliens. Among the Homans a 
gens or lineage was united by a common Jiame and domestic rites ; 
the various cognomens or surnames of Scipio or Marcellus distin- 
guished from each other the subordinate branches or families of the 
Cornelian or Claudian race : the default of the agnats of the same 
surname was supplied by the larger denomination of gentiles ; and 
the vigilance of the laws maintained, in the same name, the per- 
petual descent of religion and prox)erty. The rigour of the decemvirs 
was tempered by the equity of the praitors. Their edicts restored 
emancipated and posthumous children to the rights of nature ; and 
upon the failure of the agnatSy they preferred the blood of the 
cognats to the name of the gentiles, wliose title and character were 
insensibly covered with oblivion. The reciprocal inheritance of 
mothers and sons was established in the ^J'ertullian and Orphitian 
decrees by the humanity of the senate. A new and more impartial 
order was introduced by the novels of Justinian, who affected to* 



CuAP. XXIII. TESTAMENTS. SCI 

revive the jurisprucloiice of the Twelve Tables. The lines of mas- 
culine and female kindred were confounded : the descending, ascend- 
ing, and collateral series, was accurately defined ; and each degree, 
according to the proximity of blood and affection, succeeded to the 
vacant possessions of a Koman citizen. 

^ § 23. The order of succession is regulated by nature, or at least 
by the general and permanent reason of the Lawgiver ; but this order 
is frequently violated by the arbitrary and partial wills, which pro- 
long the dominion of the testator bej^ond the grave. In the simple 
state of society this last use or abuse of the right of property is 
seldom indulged ; it was introduced at Athens by the laws of Solon, 
and the private testaments of the father of a fan\ily are authorised 
by the Twelve Tables. Before the time ' f the decemvirs, a Boman 
citizen exposed his wishes and motives to the assembly of the thirty 
curiaj, and the general law of inheritance was suspended by an occa- 
sional act of the legislature. After the permission of the decemvirs, 
each private lawgiver promulgated his verbal or 'written testament 
in the presence of five citizens, who represented the five classes of 
the Boman people ; a sixth witness attested their concurrence ; a 
seventh weighed tl\c copper money, w’hich w'as paid by an imaginary 
l)urchaser, and the estate \vas emancipated by a fictitioTis sale and 
immediate release. This singular ceremony was still practised in 
the age of Severus ; hut the praetors had already approved a more 
simple testament, for which they required the seals and signatures 
of seven witnesses, free from all legal exception, and purposely sum- 
moned for the execution of that important act. A domestic monarch, 
who reigned over the lives and fortunes of his children, might dis- 
tribute their respective shares according to the degrees of their merit 
or his affection ; Ids arbitrary displeasure chastised an unworthy son 
by the loss of his inheritance and the mortifying preference of a 
.stranger. But the experience of unnatural parents recommended 
some limitations of their testamentary powers. A son, or, by the 
laws of Justinian, even a daughter, could no longer be disinherited 
by their silence : they \vere compelled to name the criminal, and to 
specify the offence ; and the justice of the emperor enumerated the 
sole causes that could justify such a violation of the first principles 
of nature and society. * Unless a legitimate portion, a fourth part, 
had been reserved for the children, they w^re entitled to institute an 
action or complaint of inofficious testament — to suppose that theii 
fiithcrs understanding was impaired by sickness or age, and respect- 
fully to appeal from his rigorous sentence to the deliberate wisdom 
of the magistrate. 

§ 24. In the Roman jurisprudence an essential distinction was 
admittetl between the inheritance and the legacies. The heirs who 
succeeded to the entire unity, or to any of the twelve fractions of 
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the substance of tlie testator, represented his civil and religious cha- 
racter, asserted his rights, fulfilled his obligations, and discharged 
the gifts of friendship or liberality which his last will had bequeathed 
under the name of legacies. But as the imprudence or prodigality 
of a dying man might exhaust the inheritance, and leave only risk 
and labour to his successor, he was empowered to retain the Fa^- 
cidian portion ; to deduct before the payment of the legacies, a clear 
fourth for his own emolument. A reasonable time was allowed, 
to examine the proportion between the debts and the estate, to decide 
whether he should accept or refuse the testament. The last will of a 
citizen might be altered during his life, or rescinded after his death : 
the persons whom ho named might die before him, or reject the 
inheritance, or be exposed to some legal disqualification. In the 
contemplation of these events he was permitted to substitute second 
and third heirs, to replace each other according to the order of the 
testament ; and the incapacity of a madman or an infant to bequeath 
his property might be supplied by a similar substitution. But tlie 
power of the testator expired with the acceptance of the testament : 
each Roman of mature age and discretion acquired the absolute 
dominion of his inheritance, and the simplicity of the civil law was 
never clouded by the long and intricate entails which confine the 
happiness and freedom of unborn generations. 

§ 25. Conquest and the formalities of law established the use of 
codicils^ If a Roman was surprised by death in a remote ]>rovince 
of the empire, he addressed a short epistle to his legitimate or testa- 
mentary heir, who fulfilled with honour, or neglected with impunity, 
this last request, which the judges before the age of Angxistus were 
not authorised to enforce. A codicil might be expressed in any 
mode or in any language, but the subscri])tion of five witnesses must 
declare that it was tlie genuine composition of the author. His in- 
tention, however laudable, was sometimes illegal, and the invention 
of fidci-commissa^ or trusts, arose from the struggle between natural 
justice and positive jurisprudence. A stranger of Greece or Africa 
might be the friend or benefactor of a childless Roman, but none, 
except a fellow-citizen, could act as his heir. The Voconian law 
(b. c. 169), which abolished female succession, restrained the legacy 
or inheritance of a woman to the sum of 100,000 sesterces ; and an 
only daughter was condemned almost as an alien in her father’s 
house. The zeal of friendship and parental affection suggested a 
liberal artifice : a qualified citizen was named in the testament, with 
a prayer or injunction that he would restore the inheritance to the 
person for whom it was truly intended. Various was the conduct 
of the trustees in this painful situation ; they had sworn to observe 
the laws of their country, but honour prompted them to violate 
their oath ; and, if they preferred their interest under the mask oJ 
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patriotism, they forfeited the esteem of every virtuous mind. The 
declaration of Augustus relieved their doubts, gave a legal saiictiou 
to confidential testaments and codicils, and gently unravelled the 
forms and restraints of the republican jurisprudence. But as the 
new practice of trusts degenerated into some abuse, the trustee was 
enabled, by the Trebcllian and Pegasian decrees, to reserve one- 
fourth of the estate, or to transfer on the head of the real heir all 
the debts and actions of the succession. The interpretation of testa- 
ments was strict and literal ; but the language of trusts and codicils 
was delivered from the ininutc and technical accuracy of the 
civilians. 

§ 20. III. Of Actions. — The general duties of mankind are im- 
posed by tlieir iiublic and private relations, but their six'cific ohlU 
ijations to each other can only be the effect of, 1, a promise; 2, a 
benefit ; or, 3, an injury ; and when these obligations are ratified by 
law, the interested party may compel the j crfonnance by a judicial 
action, (hi this principle the civilians of every country have erected 
a similar jiirisprudeiice, the fair conclusion of universal reason and 
justice. 

1, Among the Bomans, according to the rigid maxims of the pa- 
tricians and decemvirs, a nahdpact, a promise, or even an oath, did 
not create any civil obligation, unless it was confirmed by the legal 
form of a stipulation. Whatever might be the etymology of the 
Latin word, it conveyed tlic idea of a firm and irrevocable con- 
tract, wliicli was always expressed in the mode of a question and 
answer. Do you promise to pay me one hundred lucccs of gold ? 
was the solemn interrogation of Scius. I do promise — was the reply 
of Sempronius. The most cautious and deliberate consent was 
justly required to sustain the validity of a gratuitous promise, and 
the citizen who might have obtained a legal security incurred the 
susj)icion of fraud, and paid the forfeit of bis neglect. But tlio 
ingenuity of the civilians successfully laboured to convert simjde 
engagements into the form of solemn stipulations. The prastors, 
as the guardians of social faith, admitted every rational evidence 
of a voluntary and deliberate act, which in their tribunal produced 
an equitable obligation, and for wliich they gave an action and 
a remedy. 

§ 27. 2. The obligations of the second class, as they vrere con- 
tracted by the delivery of a thing, are marked by the civilians with 
the e]nthct of real. The Ijutiii language very happily expresses the 
fundamental difference hetween the commodatum and the mutuum^ 
which onr poverty is reduced to confound under the vague and com- 
mon appellation of a loan. In the former, the borrower was obliged 
to restore the same individual thing with wliich he had been accom'^ 
modaUd for the temporary supjffy of his wants ; in the latter, it was 
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destined fur his use and consumption, and he discharged this mutual 
engagement by substituting the same specific value according to a 
just estimation of number, of weight, and of measure. In the con- 
tract of mle, the absolute dominion is transferred to the purchaser, 
and he repays the benefit with an adequate sum of gold or silver, the 
price and universal standard of all earthly possessions. The obliga- 
tion of another contract, that of location^ is of a more complicated 
kind. Lands or houses, labour or talents, may be hired for a definite 
term ; at the expiration of the time, the thing itself must be restored 
to the owner with an additional reward for the beneficial occupation 
and employment. In these luerative contracts, to which may be 
added those of partnership and commissions, ilic civilians some- 
times imagine the delivery of the object, and sometimes presume 
the consent of the parties. The substantial pledge has been refined 
into the invisible rights of a mortgage or hypothcca ; and the agree- 
ment of sale for a certain price imputes, from that moment, the 
chances of gain or loss to the account of the ])urcbaser. Usury, 
the inveterate grievance of the city, had been discouraged by the 
Twelve Tables, and abolished by the clamours of the i^eople. It 
was revived by their wants and idleness, tolerated by the discre- 
tion of the praitors, and finally determined by the Code of Jus- 
tinian. Persons of illustrious rank were confined to the moderate 
profit of four per cent. ; six was pronounced to bo the ordinary 
and legal standard of interest ; eight was allowed for the convenience 
of manufacturers and merchants ; twelve was granted to nautical 
insurance, which the wiser ancients had not attempted to define ; 
but, except in this perilous adventure, the ])ractice of exorbitant 
usury was severely restrained. The most simple interest was con- 
demned by the clergy of the East and West ; but tlie sense of 
mutual benefit, which had triumphed over the laws of the republic, 
has resisted with equal firmness the decrees of the church, and even 
Ihe prejudices of mankind, 

§ 28. 3. Nature and society impose the strict obligation of repair- 
ing an injury ; and the sufferer by private injustice acquires a per- 
sonal right and a legitimate action. A Roman pursued and re- 
covered his stolen goods by a civil action of theft ; they might pass 
through a succession of pure and innocent hands, but nothing less 
than a prescription of thirty years could extinguish his original 
c^im. I’hey were restored by the sentence of tlie prfetor, and the 
injury was compensated by double, or three-fold, or even quadruple 
damages, as the deed had been perpetrated by secret fraud or open 
rapine, as the robber had been surprised in the fact, or detected by 
a subsequent research. The rude jurisprudence of the decemvirs had 
confounded all hasty insults, which did not amount to the fracture of 
a limb, by condemning the aggressor to the common penalty of 25 
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asses. But the same denomination of money was reduced, in three 
centuries, from a pound to the weight of half an ounce ; and the inso- 
lence of a wealthy Homan indulged himself in the cheap amusement 
of breaking and satisfying the law of the Twelve Tables. The equity 
of the prastors examined and estimated the distinct merits of each 
particular complaint. In the adjudication of civil damages, the 
magistrate assumed a right to consider the various circumstances of 
time and place, of age and dignity, which may aggravate the shame 
and sufferings of the injured person ; but if he admitted the idea of 
a fine, a punishment, an example, he invaded the province, though 
perhaps he supplied the defects, of the criminal law. 

§ 29. IV. Of Crimes and Punishments. — In the punishment of 
crimes, the laws of the Twelve Tables, like the statutes of Draco, 
are written in' characters of blood. They ax)prove the inhuman 
and unequal principle of retaliation ; and the forfeit of an eye for an 
eye, a tooth for a tooth, a limb for a limb, is rigorously exacted, 
unless the offender can redeem his pardon by a fine of 300 pounds 
of copper. The decemvirs distributed with much liberality the 
slighter chastisements of flagellation and servitude ; and nine crimes 
of a very different complexion are adjudged worthy of deatli, 
1. Any act of treason against the state, or of correspondence with 
the public enemy. The mode of execution was painful and igno- 
minious : the head of the degenerate Homan was shrouded in a veil, 
his hands were tied behind his back, and, after he had been scourged 
by the lie tor, he was suspended in the midst of the forum on a 
cross, or inauspicious tree. 2. Nocturnal meetings in the city, 
whatever might be the pretence — of jileasure, or religion, or the 
public good. 3. The murder of a citizen ; for wliich the common 
feelings of mankind demand the blood of the murderer. The parri- 
cide, who violated the duties of nature and gratitude, was cast into 
the river or the sea, enclosed in a sack ; and a cock, a viper, a dog, 
and a monkey, were successively added as the most suitable com- 
panions, Italy produces no monkeys ; but the ^vant could never be 
felt till the middle of the sixth century first revealed the guilt of a 
parricide. 4. The malice of an incendiary. After the previous 
ceremony of whipping, he himself was delivered to the flames ; and 
in this example alone our reason is tempted to applaud the justice 
of retaliation. 5. Judicial perjury. The corrujit or malicious wit- 
ness was thrown headlong from tlie Tarpeian rock to expiate his 
falsehood, which was rendered still more fatal by the severity of the 
penal laws and the deficiency of written evidence. 6. The corruption 
of a judge, who accepted bribes to pronounce an iniquitous sentence. 
7. Libels and satires, whose rude strains sometimes disturbed the 
peace of an illiterate city. The author was beaten with clubs, a 
worthy chastisement ; but it is not certain that he was left to expire 
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under the blows of the executioner. 8. The nocturnal mischief of 
damaging or destroying a neighbour’s corn. The criminal was sus- 
pended as a grateful victim to Ceres. But the sylvan deities were 
less implacable, and the extirpation of a more valuable tree was com- 
pensated by the moderate fine of 25 pounds of copper. 9. Magical 
incantations ; which had power, in the opinion of the Latian shep- 
herds, to exhaust the strength of an enemy, to extinguish his life, 
and to remove from their scats his dcei>rooted plantations. The 
cruelty of the Twelve Tables against insolvent debtors still remains 
to be told ; and I shall dare to jirefer the literal sense of antiquity 
to the specious refinements of modern criticism. After the judicial 
proof or confession of the debt, 30 days of grace were allowed before 
a Homan was delivered into the power of his fellow-citizen. In this 
private prison 12 ounces of rice were his daily food ; he might be 
bound with a chain of 15 pounds weight ; and his misery was thrice 
exposed in the market-place, to solicit the compassion of his friends 
and countrymen. At the expiration of 60 days the debt was dis- 
charged by the loss of liberty or life ; the insolvent debtor was either 
put to death or sold in foreign slavery beyond the Tiber: but, if 
several creditors were alike obstinate and unrelenting, they might 
legally dismember his body, and satiate their revenge by this horrid 
partition. The advocates for this savage law have insisted that it 
must strongly operate in deterring idleness and fraud from contract- 
ing debts which they were unable to discharge ; but experience 
would dissipate this salutary terror, by jiroving that no creditor 
could be found to exact this unprofitable penalty of life or limb. 
As the manners of Home were insensibly polished, the criminal code 
of the decemvirs was abolished by the humanity of accusers, wit- 
nesses, and judges ; and impunity became the consequence of im- 
moderate rigour. The Porcian and Valerian laws prohibited the 
magistrates from inflicting on a free citizen any capital, or even 
corporal, punishment. 

§ 30. The first imperfect attempt to restore the proportion of 
crimes and punishments was made by the dictator Sylla, who, in 
the midst of his sanguinary triumph, aspired to restrain the licence 
rather than to oppress the liberty of the Homans. He gloried in the 
arbitrary proscription of 4700 citizens. But, in the character of a 
legislator, he respected the prejudices of the times ; and instead of 
pronouncing a sentence of death against the robber or assassin, tho 
general who betrayed an army or the magistrate who ruined a pro- 
vince, Sylla was content to aggravate the pecuniary damages by the 
penalty of exile, or, in more constitutional languiige, by the inter- 
diction of fire and water. The Cornelian, and afterwards the Pom- 
peian and Julian law's, introduced a new system of criminal juris- 
pmdence ; and tho emperors, from Augustus to Justinian, disguised 
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their increasing rigour under the names of the original authors. But 
the invention and frequent use of extraordinary •pains proceeded 
from the desire to extend and conceal the progress of despotism. In 
the condemnation of illustrious Romans, the senate was always pre- 
pared to confound, at the will of their masters, the judicial and 
legislative powers. It was the duty of the governors to maintain 
the peace of their province by the arbitrary and rigid administration 
of justice; the freedom of the city evaporated in the extent of em- 
pire, and the Spanish malefactor who claimed the privilege of a 
Roman was elevated by the command of Galba on a fairer and more 
lofty cross. Transportation and beheading were reserved for honour- 
able persons; meaner criminals were either hanged, or burnt, or 
buried in the mines, or exposed to the wild beasts of the amphi- 
tlieatre. Armed robbers were pursued and extirpated as the enemies 
of society ; the driving away horses or cattle was made a capital 
offence; but simple theft was uniformly considered as a mere civil 
and private injury. 

The crime of treason or rebellion, which invades the •majesty of 
the republic, was deemed the most atrocious of all offences, and the 
edge of the Julian law was sharpened by the incessant diligence of 
the emperors. By the old Roman law whoever surprised an adulterer 
in his nuptial bed might freely exercise his revenge, and the most 
bloody or wanton outrage was excused by the provocation. Augustus, 
after curbing the freedom of revenge, applied to this domestic offence 
tlie animadversion of the laws ; and the guilty parties, after the 
jxiyment of heavy forfeitures and lines, were condemned to long or 
perpetual exile in two separate islandr. Religion pronounces an 
equal censure against the infidelity of the husband, but, as it is not 
accompanied by the same civil effects, the wife was never ixjrmittcd 
to vindicate her wrongs ; and the distinction of simple or double 
adultery, so familiar and so important in the canon law, is unknown 
to the jurisprudence of the Code and Pandects. 

§ 31. The free citizens of Athens and Rome enjoyed in all crimi- 
nal cases the invaluable privilege of being tried by their country. 

1. The administration of justice is the most ancient office of a prince : 
it was exercised by the Roman kings, and abused by Tarquin, who 
alone, without law or council, pronounced his arbitrary judgments. 
The first consuls succeeded to this regal prerogative ; but the sacred 
right of appeal soon abolished the jurisdiction of the magistrates, and 
all public causes were decided by the supreme tribunal of the people. 

2. The task of convening the citizens for the trial of each offender 

became more difficult, as the citizens and the oflenders continually 
multiplied, and the ready expedient was adopted of delegating the 
jurisdiction of the people to the ordinary magistrates or to extraor- 
dinary inquisitors In the first ages these questions 
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were rare and occasional. In the beginning of the seventh century 
of Home they were made perpetual: four pra3tor8 were annually 
emi)Owered to sit in judgment on the state oflences of treason, extor- 
tion, peculation, and bribery ; and Sylla added new praitors and new 
questions for those crimes which more directly injure the safety of 
individuals. By these inquisitors the trial was prepared and 
directed ; but they could only jironounce the sentence of the 
majority of judges, who, with some truth and more prejudice, have 
been compared to the English juries. To discharge this imiK)rtant 
though burdensome oHice, an annual list of ancient and rcsijcctable 
citizens was formed by the pra)tor. After many constitutional 
struggles, they were chosen in equal numbers from the senate, the 
equestrian order, and the people; 450 were appointed for single 
questions, and the various rolls or decuries of judges must have con- 
tained the names of some thousand Komans, who represented the 
judicial authority of the state. In each i)articular cause a sufficient 
’number was drawn from the urn ; their integrity was guarded by an 
mmth ; the mode of ballot secured their independence ; the suspicion 
t)f partiality was removed by the mutual challenges of the accuser 
^and defendant ; and the judges of Milo, by the retrenchnicnt of 
fifteen on each side, were reduced to fifty-one voices or tablets, of 
acquittal, of condemnation, or of favourable doubt. 3. In his civil 
jurisdiction the pnetor of the city was truly a judge, and almost a 
legislator ; but, as S(X)n as he had i)rescribed tlie action of law, he 
often referred to a delegate the deterniiuation of the fact. With the 
increase of legal proceedings, the tribunal of the centumvirs, in 
which he presided, acquired more weight and reputation. But 
whether he acted alone or with tl.e advice of his council, the most 
absolute powers might be trusted to a magistrate who was annually 
chosen by the votes of the people. The rules and precaut'ons of 
freedom have required some explanation ; the order of despotism is 
simple and iiianiinate. Before the age of Justinian, or ];erhaps of 
Diocletian, the dccuries of Roman judges had sunk to an empty 
title ; the humble ad\ ice of the assessors might be accepted or dcs- 
l)ised ; and in each tribunal the civil and criminal jurisdiction was 
administered by a single magistrate, who was raised and disgraced 
by the will of the emperor. 

§ 32. A Roman accused of any capital crime miglit ])revent tlie 
sentence of the law by voluntary exile or death. U'ill his guilt liad 
been legally proved, his innocence was presumed and his person was 
free; till the votes of the last century had been counted and 
declared, he might peaceably secede to any of the allied cities of 
Italy, or Greece, or Asia. His fame and fortunes were preserved, 
at least to his children, by this civil death ; and he might still be 
happy in every rational and sensual enjoyn^ent, if a mind accus- 
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tomed to the ambitious tumult of Rome could support the uniformity 
and silence of Rhodes or Athens. A bolder effort was required to 
escape from the tyranny of the Caesars ; but this effort was rendered 
familiar by the maxims of the Stoics, the example of the bravest 
Romans, and the legal encouragements of suicide. The bodies of 
condemned criminals were exposed to public .ignominy, and their 
children, a more serious evil, were reduced to poverty by the cx>n- 
fiscation of their fortunes. But, if the victims of Tiberius and 
Nero anticipated the decree of the prince or senate, their courage 
and despatch were recomi^ensed by the applause of the public, the 
decent honours of burial, and the validity of their testaments. 
The exquisite avarice and cruelty of Domitian appears to have de- 
prived the unfortunate of this last consolation, and it was still 
denied even by the clemency of the Antonines. A voluntaiy death, 
which, in the case of a capital offence, intervened between the 
accusation and the sentence, was admitted as a confession of guilt, 
and the spoils of the deceased were seized by the inhuman claims of 
the treasury. 



Medal of Jubtinian.* 


* Tlie obverse of this medal, which is figured on p. 340, represents the 
head of Justinian, with the legend d n ivstinianvs pp aug : he weju*s a 
riclily adorned helmet, behind which is the nimbus, and he holds in his right 
liand a spear. On the reverse the emperor is riding on a hoi se, adorned with 
pearls ; the helmet, the spear, and the dress correspond to the representation on 
the obverse: before him walks Victory, carrying in her left hand a trophy ; by 
the side of Justinian's head a star appeare. The legend is salvs et Gloria 
ROMANORVM, The letters CONOU below should be separated into cON and on, 
the former signifying Constantinople, and the latter representing the Greek 
numerals 72, since 72 aurci or solidi were coined out of a pound of gold, 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

REIGNS OF JUSTIN II., TIBERIUS II., MAURICE, PHOCAS, AN1> 

iiBUAOiiius : 'riiE Lombards and the Persian wars. 

\ l. Accession of .IirsTlN II.: the Avars. § 2. Embassies of the Turks and 
Romans. § 3. The Lombanls. § 4. Tlie Lombards and Avars destroy the 
kingdom of the Cepidaj. § 5. Alboin undertiikes the conquest of Italy. 
§ 6. Conquest of a great part of Italy by the I.ombards. § 7. Alboin is 
murdered by his wife Kosamond. § 8. Her flight and death : Clejdio, king 
of the Lombai’ds. § 9. Weakness of the Emperor Justin ; association of 
Tiberius. § 10. Reign of Tiberius II. § 11. Reign of Maurice: 
Autharis, king of tlic Lombards. § 12. Agilulf and Theodolinda : arts 
and architecture of the Lombards. § 13. Division of Italy between the 
Exarchate of Ravenna and the kingdom of the Lombards, § 14. Language, 
government, and laws, of the Lombards. § 15, Distress of Rome: biith 
and profession of Gregory. § 10. Rontifioate of Gregoiy the Great. 
§ 17. Renewal of the war with Persia: Revolutions in Persia. § 18. Wars 
•against the Avars. § 19, Rebellion of the Roman army : Deatli of Maurice ; 
Elevation of PliOCAS. § 20. Reign of Pliocas; his full and death: eleva- 
tion of Heracliub. § -1. Conquests of Chosrocs, § 22. Reign and mag- 
nificence of Chosroes. § 23. Distress of Ileraclins. § 24. His preparations 
for war. § 25. First expedition of Heraclius against the Persians. § 26. 
His second expedition. § 27. Deliverance of Constantinople from the Per- 
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sians and Avars, § 28, Alliances and conquests of Heraclius. § 29- Jlis 

third expedition. § 30. Chosroes is deposed and murdered by his son Sirocs, 

§ 31. Treaty of peace between the two empires, 

§ 1. Justinian was succeeded on the throne by his nephew Justin 
11., the son of Vigilantia (a.d. 565, Nov. 15.) The first year of 
the new reign was marked by an union of the formidable forces of 
the Avars and Lombards. 

In the 31st year of the reign of Justinian (a.d. 558) an embassy 
of the Avars aiipeared at Constantinople. This people, who were 
Tartars, and belonged, like the Huns, to the Turkish stock,* had 
then arrived at the foot of Mount Caucasus, flying before the 
Turks, whose name now ap^xiars for the first time in history. 
The Avar ambassadors professed their willingness to devote them- 
selves to the service of the emperor, and destroy all the enemies who 
disturbed his repose ; but they claimed as the price of their alliance, 
and the reward of their valour, precious gifts, annual subsidies, and 
fruitful possessions. Justinian was now above 75 years: his mind, 
as well as his Ixjdy, was feeble and languid ; and the conqueror of 
Africa and Italy, careless of the ponnanent interest of his peojflc, 
aspired only to end his days in the bosom even of inglorious peace. 
In a studied oration, he imparted to the senate his resolution to 
dissemble the insult and to purchase the friendship of the Avars ; 
and the whole senate, like the mandarins of China, applauded the 
incomparable wisdom and foresight of their sovereign. As the do* 
struction or the success of the barbarians must be alike advantageous 
to the enquro, he persuaded them to invade the enemies of Rome ; 
and they were easily tempted, by gifts and promises, to gratify their 
ruling inclinations. These fugitives, who fled before the Turkish 
arms, passed the Tanais and Borysthenes, and buldly advanced into 
the heart of Poland and Gcmiany, violating the law of nations and 
abusing the rights of victory. Before ten years had elapsed their 
camps were seated on the Danube, and the Elbe, many Bulgarian 
and Slavonian names were obliterated from the earth, and the re- 
mainder of their tribes are found, as tributaries and vassals, under 
the standard of the Avars. The Chagan, the peculiar title of their 
king, still alfected to cultivate the friendship of the emperor ; and 
Justinian entertained some thoughts of fixing them in Pannoiiia, to 
balance the prevailing power of the Lombards. 

§ 2. But the immense distance which eluded the arms of the 
Turks could not extinguish theif resentment. Disabul, the khan of 
the Turks, dwelt at the foot of Mount Altai, a ridge of mountains 
situated at an equal distance of 2,000 miles from the Cas^nan, tho 
Icy, tho Chinese, and tho Bengal seas. From this distant quarter 

♦ See p. 201, 
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the ambassadors of Disabul pursued the footstei)s of the vanquished 
to the Jaik, the Volga, Mount Caucasus, the Euxinc, and Constan- 
tinople, and at length apxieared before the successor of Consfantine, 
to request that he would not espouse the cause of rebels and fugi- 
tives, and to offer the friendship and military aid of the 'i'urks. 
The Greek prince entertained with hospitable regard the ambassa- 
dors of a remote and powerful monarch : he renounced, or seemed 
to renounce, the fugitive Avars, but he accepted the alliance of 
the Turks ; and the ratification of the treaty was carried by a Ro- 
man minister to the foot of Mount Altai. Under the successors of 
Justinian the friendship of the two nations was cultivated by fre- 
quent and cordial intercourse ; the most ihvoured vassals were per- 
mitted to imitate the example of the great khan ; and 106 Turks, 
who on various occasions had visited Constantinople, departed at 
the same time for their native country. 

§ 3. The Goths, who under Thcodoric and his daughter had 
faithfully guarded the important barrier of the Upper Danube, eva- 
cuated Pannonia and Noricum for the defence of Italy. The sove- 
reignty was claimed by the emperor of the Romans ; but the vacant 
fortifications were instantly occupied by the Gepida?, who had, since 
the death of Attila, possessed on the opposite banks of the Danube 
the plains of Upi)er Hungary and the 'IVansylvanian hills. Instead 
of asserting the rights of a sovereign for the protection of his sub- 
jects, the cmp(u-or invited a strange people to invade and possess the 
Roman provinces between the Danube and the Alps ; and the ambi- 
tion of the Gepidee was checked by the rising pow(*r and fame of the 
Lombards. This corrupt appellation has been diffused in Uic thir- 
teenth century by the merchants and bankers, the Italian posterity 
of these savage warriore ; but the original name of Langobards is 
exiiressive only of tlio jxiculiar length and fashion of their beards. 
About the time of Augustus and Trajan they arc discovered, for the 
first time, between the Elbe and the Oder. TTiencc they gj-adually 
descended towards the south and the Danube, and at the end of foui 
hundred years they again ajipear with their ancient valour and mnown. 
At the solicitation of Justinian, they passed the Danube to reduce, 
according to their treaty, the cities of hroriciim and the fortresses 
(ff Pannonia. But the spirit of rapine soon tcmi)lcd them beyond 
these ample limits ; they wandered along the coast of the Adriatic 
as far as Dyrrachinm, and presumed, with familiar rudeness, to 
enter the towns and houses of their Roman allies, and to seize the 
captives who had escaped from their audacious hands. These acts 
of hostility, the sallies, as it might be pretended, of some loose ad- 
venturers, were disowned by the nation, and excused by the emperor; 
but tlie arms of the Lomhards were more seriously engaged by a 
contest of thirty years, which,, was terminated only by the extirpa- 
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tion of the Gepida). Ilie hostile nations often pleaded their cause 
before the tlirone of Constantinople ; and the crafty Justinian, to 
whom the barbarians were almost equally odious, pronounced a 
partial and ambiguous sentence, and dexterously protracted the war 
by slow and ineflectual succours. 

§ 4. Alboin had succeeded his father Audoin as king of the Lom- 
bards, During the lifetime of his father the youthful Alboin had 
visited the court of the Gei^ida', where he had probably seen the 
daughter of Cunimund, who soon after ascended the throne of the 
Gepida). Her name was Hosamond, an ai)pellation expressive of 
female beauty, and which our own histoiy or romance has consecrated 
to amorous tales. Alboin was contracted to the grand-daughter of 
Clovis ; but the restraints of faith and policy soon yielded to the 
hope of possessing the fair Kosaniond, and of insulting her family 
and nation. The arts of persuasion were tried without success; 
and the impatient lover, by force and stratagem, obtained the object 
of his desires. War was the consequence which he foresaw and 
solicited ; but the Lombards could not long withstand the furious 
assault of the Gepidje, who were sustained by a Homan aimy. 
And, as the offer of marriage w'as rejected with contempt, Alboin 
was compelled to relinquish his prey, and to ])artake of the disgrace 
which he had inflicted on the house of Cunimund. The king of 
the Lombards now condescended to implore the formidable aid of the 
(fliagan of the Avars, which was granted on the condition that the 
Lombards should Immediately present him with the tithe of their 
cattle ; that the spoils and captives should be equally divided ; and 
that the lands of the Gej)idie should become the sole patrimony of 
the Avars. Such hard conditions were eagerly accepted by the 
passions of Alboin ; and, as the Homans were dissatisfied with the 
ingratitude and ijcrfidy of the Gepida?, Justin abandoned that incor- 
rigible people to their fate, and remained the traiuiuil spectator of 
this unequal conflict. The courage of the Gepidae could secure 
them no more than an honourable death. The bravest of the nation 
fell in the field of battle : the king of the Lombards contemplated 
with delight the head of Cunimund, and his skull was fashioned 
into a cup to satiate the hatred of the conqueror, or perhaps to 
comply Avith the savage custom of his country (a. D. 566). After 
this victory no farther obstacle could impede the progress of the 
confederates, and they faithfully executed the tonus of their agi-ec- 
ment. The fair countries of Wallacliia, Moldavia, Transylvania, 
and the parts of Hungary beyond the Danube, were occuined with- 
out resistance by a new colony of Scythians ; and the Dacian empjro 
of the Chagans subsisted with splendour above 230 years. The 
nation of the Gepida3 was dissolved. The fair Rosamond was per- 
suaded or compelled to acknowledge the rights of her victorious 



374: ALBOIN UNDERTAKES CONQUEST OF ITALY. Chap. XXIV. 

lover; and the daughter of Cunimund appeared to forgive those 
crimes which might be impxited to her own irresistible chai*ms. 

§ 5. The destruction of a mighty kingdom estaldished the fame 
of Alboiu. In the days of Charlemagne the Bavarians, the Saxons, 
and the other tribes of the Teutonic language, still repeated the 
songs which described the heroic virtues, the valour, liberality, and 
fortune of the king of the Lombards. But his ambition was yet 
unsatisfied ; and the conqueror of the Gepidso turned his eyes from 
the Danube to the richer banks of the Bo and the Tiber. No sooner 
had he erected his standard than the native strength of the Lom- 
bards was multiplied by the adventurous youth of Germany and 
Scythia (a. d. 567). The Lombards and their confederates were 
united by their common attachment to a chief wlio excelled in all 
the virtues and vices of a savage hero ; and the vigilance of Alboin 
provided an ample magazine of offensive and defensive arms for the 
use of the expedition. They might have failed if Narses had been 
the antagonist of the Lombards. But the weakness of the Byzan- 
tine court was subservient to the barbarian cause ; and it was for 
the ruin of Italy that the emperor once listened to the complaints of 
his subjects. The virtues of Narses were stained with avarice ; and 
in his provincial reign of fifteen years he accumulated a treasure of 
gold and silver which surpassed the modesty of a private fortune. 
His government w'as oppressive or unpopular, and the general dis- 
content was expressed with freedom by the deputies of Home. 
Before the throne of Justin they boldly declared that their Cloth ic 
servitude had been more tolerable than the despotism of a Greek 
eunuch ; and that, unless their tyrant were instantly removed, they 
would consult their own happiness in the choice of a master. The 
apprehension of a revolt was urged by the voice of envy and detrac- 
tion, which had so recently triumphed over the merit of Belisarius. 
A now exarch, Longinus, w^as appointed to supersede the conqueror 
of Italy ; and the base motives of his recall were revealed in the in- 
sulting mandate of the empress Sophia, “ that he should leave to 
men the exercise of arms, and return to his proper station among 
the maidens of the palace, where a distaff should be again placed in 
the hand of the eunuch.” “ I will spin her such a thread as she 
shall not easily unravel !” is said to have been the reply which in- 
dignation and conscious virtue extorted from the hero. Instead of 
attending, a slave and a victim, at the gate of the Byzantine palace, 
he retired to Naples, from whence (if any credit is duo to the belief 
of the times) Narses invited the Lombards to chastise the ingrati- 
tude of the prince and people. But the passions of the people are 
furious and changeable, and the Romans soon recollected the merits, 
or dreaded the resentment, of their victorious general. By the me- 
diation of the pope, who undertook a special pilgrimage to Naples, 
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their repentance was accepted; and Narses, assuming a milder 
aspect and a more dutiful language, consented to fix his residence 
in the Capitol. His death, though in the extreme period of old age, 
was unseasonable and premature, since his genius alone could have 
repaired the last and fatal error of his life. The reality, or the suspi- 
cion, of a conspiracy disarmed and disunited the Italians. The soldiers 
resented the disgrace, and bewailed the loss, of their general. They 
were ignorant of their new exarch ; and Longinus was himself igno- 
rant of the state of the array and the province. 

§ 6. Whatever might be the grounds of his security, Alboin 
neither expected nor encountered a Koman army in the field. He 
ascended the Julian Alps, and looked down with contempt and desire 
on the fruitful jdains to which his victory communicated the per- 
petual apixjllation of Lombardy. Terror preceded his march : ho 
found everywhere, or he left, a dreary solitude ; and the pusillani- 
mous Italians presumed, without a trial, that the stranger was in- 
vincible. Escaping to lakes, or rocks, or morasses, the affrighted 
crowds concealed some fragments of their wealth, and delayed the 
moment of their servitude. Along the maritime coast the courage 
of the inhabitants was supported by the facility of supply, the hopes 
of relief, and the power of escape ; but, from the Trentine hills to 
the gates of Ravenna and Rome, the inland regions of Italy became, 
without a battle or a siege, the lasting patrimony of the Lombards. 
The submission of tho ixjoplo invited the barbarian to assume the 
ciiaracter of a lawful sovereign, and the helpless exarch was confined 
to the office of aunounclng to the emiieror Justin the rapid and irre- 
trievable loss of his provinces and cities. One city, which hful 
been diligently fortified hy the Goths, resisted the arms of a new 
invader ; and, while Italy was subdued by the flying detachments 
of the Lombards, the royal camp was fixed above three years before 
tho western gate of Ticiniun, or Pavia. Famine at length obliged 
the inhabitants to surrender : Alboin, delighted with the situation 
of a city which was endeared to his pride by tho difficulty of the 
purchase, disdained the ancient glories of Alilan ; and Pavia during 
some ages was respected as the capital of the kingdom of Italy. 

§ 7. The reign of the founder was splendid and transient ; and, 
before he could regulate his new conquests, Alboin fell a sacrifice to 
domestic treason and female revenge. In a i^alace near Verona, 
which had not been erected for the barbarians, he feasted tlie com- 
panions of his arms ; intoxication was the reward of valour, and the 
king himself was tempted by appetite or vanity to exceed the ordi- 
nary measure of his intemperance. After draining many capacious 
bowls of Rhactian or Falernian wine ho called for tho skull of Cuni- 
mund^ the noblest and most precious ornament of his sideboard. 
The cup of victory was accepted with horrid ai^plause by the circle 
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of tho Lombard chiefs. “ Fill it again with wine I ’* exclaimed the 
inhuman conqueror, “fill it to the brim! carry this goblet to the 
queen, and request in my name that she would rejoice with her 
father.” In an agony of grief and rage, Kosamond had strength to 
utter, “ Let the will of my lord be obeyed ! ” and, touching it with 
her lips, pronounced a silent imprecation tliat the insult should bo 
washed away in the blood of Alboin. Some indulgence might be 
due to the resentment of a daughter, if she had not already violated 
the duties of a wife. Imi^lacablc in her enmity, or inconstant in 
her love, the queen of Italy had stooped from the throne to the 
arms of a subject, and Helmichis, the king’s armour-bearer, was 
the secret minister of her pleasure and revenge. Against the 
proposal of the murder he could no longer urge the scriqdes of 
fidelity or gratitude ; one of the bravest champions of the Lombards 
was associated in the enterprise ; and Rosamond soon found a fa- 
vourable moment, when the king, oi)pressed with wine, liad 
retired from tho table to his afternoon slumlers. After lulling 
him to rest, she unbolted the chamber-door and urged the re- 
luctant conspirators to the instant execution of the deed. On the 
first alarm the warrior started from his couch : his sword, wliich 
he attempted to draw, had been fastened to the scabbard by the 
liand of Rosamond ; and a small stool, his only weapon, could not 
long protect him from the spears of the assassins (a. d. 573), U'hc 
daughter of Cunimund smiled in his fall : his body was buried 
under the staircase of the i>alace ; and the grateful posterity of the 
Lombards revered the tomb and the memory of their victorious 
leader. 

§ 8. The ambitious Rosamond aspired to reign in the name of lier 
lover ; the city and palace of Verona were awed by her power ; and 
a faithful band of her native Gepidae was prepared to applaud the 
revenge and to second the wishes of their sovereign. But tho Lom- 
bard chiefs, who fled in the first moments of consternation and dis- 
order, had resumed their courage and collected their powers ; and 
the nation, instead of submitting to her reign, demanded with una- 
nimous cries that justice should be executed on the guilty spouse 
and the murderers of their king. She sought a refuge among the 
enemies of her country, and a criminal who deserved the abhor- 
rence of mankind was protected by the selfish policy of the exarch. 
With her daughter, the heiress of the Lombard throne, her lover 
Helmichis, her trusty Gepidae, and the spoils of the palace of Verona* 
Rosamond descended the Adige and the Po, and was transported by 
a Greek vessel to the safe harbour of Ravenna. Longinus belield 
with delight the charms and the treasures of the widow of Alboin ; 
and she readily listened to the passion of a minister who, even in 
the decline of tho empire, was respected as the equal of kings. * Tho 
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death of a jealous lover was an easy and grateful sacrifice, and as 
Helmichis issued from the bath he received the deadly potion from 
the hand of his mistress. The taste of the liquor, its speedy ope- 
ration, and his exjxirieiice of the character of llosamond, convinced 
him that he was poisoned ; he pointed his dagger to her breast, com- 
pelled her to drain the remainder of the cup, and expired in a few 
minutes with the consolation that she could not survive to enjoy 
the fruits of her wickedness. The daughter of Alboin and Rosa- 
mond, with the richest spoils of the Lombards, was sent to Constan- 
tinople. By the free suflrage of the nation in the assembly of Pavia, 
Glepho, one of their noblest chiefs, was elected as the successor of 
Alboin (a. d. 573). Before the end of 18 months the throne was 
polluted by a second murder : Clepho was stabbed by the hand of 
a domestic ; the regal oftice was suspended above 10 years during 
the minority of his son Autharis (a. d. 574-584), and Italy was 
divided and oppressed by a ducal aristocracy of 30 tj’rants. 

§ 9. When the nephew of Justinian ascended the throne, he pro- 
claimed a new era of happiness and glory ; but the annals of the se- 
cond Justin are marked with disgrace abroad and misery at home. 
In the West the Roman empire was afflicted by the loss of Italy, the 
desolation of Africa, and tlie conquests of the Persians. Injustice 
prevailed both in the ca)'>ital and the provinces : the rich trembled 
for their property, the poor for their safety ; the ordinary magis- 
trates were ignorant or venal. Justin, whose faculties had been 
impaired by disease, determined to lay down the weight of the dia- 
dem, and at the suggestion of his wife Sophia apix)inted as his suc- 
cessor Tiberius, his faithful captain of the guards (a.d. 574). The 
four last years of the emperor Justin were passed in tranquil ob- 
scurity ; his conscience was no longer tormented by tlie remem- 
brance of those duties which he was incapable of discharging, and 
liis choice was justified by the filial reverence and gratitude of 
Tiberius (a. d. 578). 

§ 10. Tiberius owed his elevation to the influence of Sophia ; and 
the widow of Justin was persuaded that she should preserve her 
station and influence under the reign of a second and more youthful 
liusbaud. But if the ambitious candidate had been tempted to 
flatter and dissemble, it was no longer in his power to fulfil her ex- 
pectations or his own ])romise. The factions of the hippodronie 
demanded with some impatience the name of their new empress : 
both the people and Sophia were astonished by the proclamation of 
Anastasia, the secret though lawful wife of the emperor Tiberius. 
Whatever could alleviate the disapxx)intment of Sophia, imperial 
honours, a stately palace, a numerous household, was liberally be- 
stowed by the piety of her adopted son ; but while she accepted and 
repaid with a courtly smile the fair expressions of regard and con* 
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fidence, a secret alliance was concluded between tlie dowager empress 
and her ancient enemies ; and Justinian, the son of Germanus, was 
employed as tlie instrument of her revenge. He had been entrusted 
by Tiberius with the command of the eastern army. The Persian 
monarch fled before his arms, and tlie acclamations which accom- 
panied his triumph declared him worthy of the purple. His artful 
patroness had chosen the month of the vintage, while the emperor 
in a rural solitude was permitted to enjoy the pleasures of a subject. 
On the first intelligence of her designs he returned to Constanti- 
nople, and the conspiracy was suppressed by his presence and firm- 
ness. From the iximp and honours which she had abused, Sophia 
was reduced to a modest allowance. But the scr\ iccs of Justinian 
were not considered by that excellent prince as an aggravation of 
his offences : and after a mild rej^roof his treason and ingratitude 
were forgiven. With the odious name of Tiberius the emperor 
assumed the more popular appellation of Constantine, and imitated 
the purer virtues of the Antonincs. After recording the vice or folly 
of so many Roman j)rincc3, it is x»leasing to repose for a moment on 
a character conspicuous by the qualities of humanity, justice, tem- 
perance, and fortitude ; to contemplate a sovereign affable in his 
palace, pious in the church, impartial on the seat of judgment, and 
victorious, at least by his generals, in the Persian war. The Ro- 
mans of the East would have been happy if the best gift of heaven, 
a patriot king, had Ix'cn confirmed as a proper and pcrmaiK'nt 
blessing. But in less than four years after the death of Justin, 
his worthy successor sunk into a mortal disease, which left him 
only sufficient time to restore the diadem, according to the tenure 
by which he held it, to the most deserving of his fellow-citizens. 
Ho selected Maurice from the crowd — a judgment more precious 
than the purple itself. 'I’hc memory of "I’iberius Avas embalmed by 
the public affliction ; but the most sincere grief evaporates in tho 
tumult of a new reign, and the eyes and acclamations of mankind 
were speedily directed to the rising sun (a. d. 582). 

§ 11. The youth of Maurice was spent in the profession of arms : 
Tiberius promoted him to the command of a new and favourite 
legion of twelve thousand confederates ; his valour and conduct were 
signalised in the Persian war; and ho returned to Constantinople 
to accept, as his just reward, the inheritance of the enquire. Mau- 
rice ascended the throne at the mature age of 43 years ; and he 
reigned above 20 years (a.d. 582-G02) over the East and over 
himself. He enjoyed the glory of restoring the Persian monarch 
to his throne; his lieutcnauls waged a doubtful war against tho 
Avars of the Danube; and ho cast an eye of ])ity, of ineffectual 
pity, on the abject and distressful state of his Italian provinces. 
The dukes of the Lombards had x^i’ovoked by frequent inroads 
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their powerful neighbours of Gaul. As soon as they- were ap- 
prehensive of a just retaliation, they renounced their feeble and 
disorderly independence : the advantages of regal government, 
union, secrecy, and vigour, were unanimously confessed ; and Au- 
tliaris, the son of Clopho, liad already attained the strength and 
reputation of a warrior. Under the standard of their new king 
(who reigned A. D. 584-590), the conquerors of Italy withstood 
thi-eo successive invasions, one of which was le I by Chi debert him- 
self, the great grandson of Clods, the last of the Merovingian race 
who descended from the Al]>s. The first expedition was defeated 
by the jealous animosity of the Franks and Alcmanni. In the 
second they were vanquished in a bloody battle, with more loss and 
dishonour than they had sustained since the foundation of their 
monarchy. Impatient for revenge, thty returned a third time with 
accumulated force, and Autharis yielded to the fury of the torrent, 
'llie troops and treasures of the T.ornbards were distributed in the 
walled towns between the Ali)s and the Apennines ; and the Franks 
at length evacuated the country, after sufiering the vicissitudes of 
intemperance and famine. The victorious Autharis asserted his 
claim to the dominion of Italy. At the foot of the Ilha'tian Alps, 
he subdued the resistance, and rifled tlie hidden treasures of a se- 
questered island in the lake of Conium. At the extreme' jX)int of 
Calabria, he touched with his sp:ar a column on the sea-shore of 
Khegium, proclaiming tliat ancient landmark to stand the immovc- 
ahle boundary of his kingd'.nu. 



§ 12. Upon the death of Autharis without children, the Lombards 
devolved upon his widow Thcodolinda the choice of a successor and 
a husband. She selected Agilulf, Duke uf Turin, who reigned 
over the Lombards for 25 years (a.d. 590-015). The memory of 
Thcodolinda is dear to the Catholic Church, She converted her hus- 
band from the Ariaii heresy, and many of his subjects adopted tbo 
Catholic faith. Her merits were recognised by the Homan pontiff, 
Gregory, who is said to have presented to her the. celebrated Iron 
Crown of the Lombards, which is now preserved in the cathedral of 
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Crown of Agilulf. 



i’orta Palaiina, Turin. 


Monza;* but this crown docs 
not exhibit any artistic skill on 
the part of the Lombard or Ita- 
lian goldsmiths, and is far infe- 
rior to the crown of Agilulf, 
which was enriched with fif- 
teen figures of gold, representing 
Christ between two angels and 
the twelve apostles. f In archi- 
tecture the Lombards were for a 
long time defjendent upon their 
Italian subjects ; and accordingly 
the buildings erected in Italy 
under their dominion, before th«f 
time of Charlemagne, belong tc 
the Romanesque style. Of this 
we have an examxde in the Porta 
Palatina, Turin, which still re- 
tains the architectural arrange- 
ment of the exterior of a Roman 
amphitheatre, but so modified 
by Gothic feeling that the pi- 
lasters arc even more useless 
and unmeaning then in their 
classical prototyjxjs.t The earli- 
est extant building belonging to 
the strictly Lombard period, and 
which bears the characteristic 
features of Ihc Lombardic stylo 

* It derives its name from the 
circle of iron, iiicrusted in the into- 
lior, which is supposed to have been 
forged out of one of tlie nails of the 
Cross. It is composed of a kind of 
jointed collar in gold of about from 
‘if to 3 inchos wide, and loaded with 
sapphires, enierald.s, rubies, and other 
jiiecious stones, uncut, interspersed 
witli flowers of gold. — See Labartc, 
[[undhook of the Arts of the Middle 
Agesy p. 205. 

f This crown, which was can*ied 
to Paris in 1799, after the conquest 
of Italy, was stolen in 1804 from the 
cabinet of medals in the imperial 
library, and was melted by the re- 
ceiver of the theft, 

% See Fergusson, Handbook of 
Architecture, p. 521. 
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of architc'^tiire, is the little chapel at Friuli, erected by Gertrude 
Duchess of Friuli, in the 8th century. Its most remarkable pecu- 
liarity is the inter- 
secting vault that 
covers it, which 
became afterwards 
one of the most 
important features 
in the whole Goth- 
ic style. * 

§ 13. During a 
p(?riod of 200 years 
Italy was unequal- 
ly divided between 
thekingdomof the 
Lombards and the 
exarchate of Ihi- 
venna. The uificcs 
and professions 
which the jealou- 
sy of Constantine 
had separated were 
united by the in- 
dulgence of Jus- 
tinian ; and eigh- 
teen successive 
exarchs were in- 
vested, in the de- 
cline of the em- 
pire, 'with the full remains of civil, of military, and even of eccle- 
siastical power, 'riieir immediate jurisdiction, which was afterwards 
consecrated as the patrimony of St. Peter, extended over the modern 
Bomagna, the marshes or valleys of Ferrara and Cemmachio, five 
maritime cities from Rimini to Ancona, and a second inland Penta- 
polis, between the Adriatic coast and the hills of the Apennines. 
Three subordinate provinces, of Rome, of Venice, and of Naples, 
which were divided by hostile lands from ibo palace of Ravenna, 
acknowledged, both in peace and war, the supremacy of the exarch. 
The duchy of Rome appears to have included the Tuscan, Sabine, 
and Latin conquests of the first 400 years of the city, and the limits 
may be distinctly traced along the coast, from Civita Vecchia to 
i’erracina, and with the course of the Tiber from Ameria arid Narni 
to the fKjrt of Ostia. The three islands of Sardinia, Corsica, and 
Sicily, still adhered to the empire ; and the acquisition of the farther 
* See Fergusson, pp. 531, 532. 
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Calabria removed tlie landmark of Aiitharis from the shore of Hbe- 
gium to tlic istliiiiiis of Conscntia. Home was oppressed by tlie 
iron sceptre of the exarchs, and a Greek, perhaps an eunuch, in- 
sulted with impimity,the ruins of the Capitol. But Naples soon 
acquired the i^rivilcge of electing her own dukes : the independence 
of Amalphi was the fruit of commerce ; and the voluntary attach- 
ment of Venice was finally ennobled by an equal alliance with the 
Eastern empire. The remainder of Italy was possessed by the 
Lombards ; and from Pavia, the royal seat, their kingdom was ex- 
tended to the east, the north, and the west, as far as the confines of 
the Avars, the Bavarians, and the Franks of Austrasia and Burgundy. 

§ 14. In comparing the proportion of the victorious and the van- 
quished people, the change of language will afford the most pro- 
bable inference. According to this standard it will appear that the 
Lombards of Italy, and the Visigoths of Spain, were less numerous 
than the Franks or Burgundians ; and the conquerors of Gaul must 
yield, in their turn, to the multitude of Saxons and Angles who 
almost eradicated the idioms of Britain. 'J'hc modern Italian Las 
been insensibly formed by the mixture of nations : the awkwardness 
of the barbarians in the nice management of declensions and con- 
jugations reduced them to the use of articles and auxiliary verbs ; 
and many new ideas have been expressed by Teutonic appellations. 
Yet the principal stock of technical and familiar words is found to 
bo of Latin derivation ; and, if wc were sufficienUy convorsnnt with 
tlie obsolete, the rustic, and the municipal dialects of ancient Italy, 
wo should trace the origin of many terms which might, ])erhaps, be 
rejected by the classic purity of Home. A numerous army consti- 
tutes but a small nation. The camp of Alhoin was of formidfihlo 
extent, but the extent of a camp would be easily circumscribed 
within the limits of a city ; and its martial inhabitants must bo 
thinly scattered over the face of a large country. The leaders of 
the Lombards settled as dukes, cacli in his appointed district with 
a band of followers who resorted to his standard in war and his tri- 
bunal in peace. A Lombard was born the soldier of his king and 
his duke ; and the civil assemblies of the nation displayed the ban- 
ners, and assumed the appellation, of a regular army. Of this army 
tlie pay and the rewards were dra^vn from the conquered provinces. 
Many of the most wealthy Italians w^cre slain or banished ; the re- 
mainder were divided among the strangers, and a tributary obliga- 
tion was imposed (under the name of hospitality) of paying to the 
Lombards a third part of the fruits of the earth. 

The Lombards possessed freedom to elect their sovereign, and 
sense to decline the frequent use of that dangerous privilege. Tho 
king of Italy convened the national assemblies in the palace, or 
more X)robably in the fields, of Pavia ; his great council was co/n- 
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posed of the persons most eminent by their birth and dignities ; but 
the validity, as well as the execution of their decrees, depended on 
the approbation of the faithfid people, the fortunate army of tlie 
liOinbards. About fourscore years alter the conquest of Italy their 
traditional customs were transcribed in Teutonic Latin, and ratified 
by the consent of the prince and people ; the example of Eotharis was 
imitated by the wisest of his successors : and the laws of the Lom- 
])ards have been esteemed tlie least imperfect of the barbaric codes."" 
The succession of the Lombard kings is marked with virtue and 
ability ; the troubled series of their annals is adorned with fair inter- 
vals of peace, order, and domestic hajipiness ; and the Italians enjoyed 
a milder and more equitable government than any of the other king- 
doms which had been founded on the ruins of the Western empire. 

§ 15." Amidst the arms of the Lombards, and under the despotism 
of the Greeks, we again inquire into the fate of Home, which haxl 
reached, about the close of the sixth century, the lowest period of 
her depression. By the removal of the seat of empire and the suc- 
cessive loss of the provinces, the sources of public and private opu- 
lence were exhausted : the lofty tree, under whose shade the nations 
of the earth had reposed, was deprived of its leaves and branches, 
and the sapless trunk was left to wither on the ground. Like Thebes, 
or Babylon, or Carthage, the name of Borne might have been erased 
from the earth, if the city had not been animated by a vital i>rinciplc, 
which again restored her to honour and dominion. According to the 
tradition of the church, St. Peter and St. Paul had been executed in 
the circus of Nero, and at tlic end of 500 years their genuine or ficti- 
tious relics were adored as tlie Palladium of Christian Borne. But 
the power as well as virtue of the apostles resided with living energy 
in the breast of their successors : and the chair of St. Peter was filled 
under the reign of Maurice by the first and greatest of the name of 
Gregory. His birth and abilities had raised him to the office of 
jirffifcct of the city, and he enjoyed the merit of renouncing the 
pomp and vanities of this world. As soon as he had received the 
character of deacon, Gregory was sent to reside at the Byzantine court, 
the nuncio or minister of the ajxistolic see ; and he boldly assumed, 
in the name of St. Peter, a tone of inde^xjudont dignity which would 
have been criminal and dangerous in the most illustrious layman of 
tlie empire. lie returned to Borne with a just increase of reputation, 

♦ The Laws of the Lombards have come down to us in two collections* 
one historical and the other systematic. The historical collection follows tlie 
order of the kings in whose reigns the laws were promulgated. It contains 
first the laws of five native kings, Rotharis (a.d. 643), Grimoald (668)* 
Liutprand (713-735), Raohis (746), Aistulf (754), and then the laws of 
Charlemagne and his successors down to Lothaire II. The systematic collection 
contains the same laws as the preceding, only arranged in a systematic instead 
of a chronological order. 
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and, after a short exercise of the monastic virtues, ho was dragged 
from the cloister to the papal throne by the unanimous voice of the 
clergy, the senate, and the peofjle. 

§ 16. The pontificate of Gregoiy the Great, which lasted 13 years 
(a. d. 590-604), is one of the most edifying periods of the history of 
the church. His virtues, and even his faults, a singular mixture of 
simplicity and cunning, of pride and humility, of sense and super- 
stition, 'were happily suited to his station and to the temper of 
the times. In his rival, the patriarch of Constantinople, he con- 
demned the antichristian title of universal bishop, which the suc- 
cessor of St. l^eter was too haughty to concede and too feeble to 
assume; and the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of Gregory 'was confined 
to the triple cliaracter of Hishop of Hume, Primate of Italy, and 
Apostle of the ‘West. lie frequently ascended the pulpit, and 
kindled, by his rude though pathetic eloquence, the congenial 
passions of his audience : the language of the Jewish prophets was 
interpreted and applied; and the minds of a peoide dcprcssetl by 
their present calamities were directed to the ho])es and fears of the 
invisible world. His prcce])ts and example dcjfincd the model of 
the Roman liturgy ; the distribution of the parishes, the calendar of 
festivals, the order of i)roccssions, the service of the priests and dea- 
cons, the variety and change of sacer<lotal garments. Till the last 
days of his life he officiated in the canon of the mass, which con- 
tinued above three hours : the Gregorian cl) ant Ij.ns preserved the 
vocal and instrumental music of the theatre, and the rough voices 
of the barbarians attempted to imitate the melody of the Roman 
school. Under his reign tlio Arians of Italy and Si)ain Avere recon- 
ciled to the catholic church, and the conquest of Britain reflects 
less glory on the name of Caesar than on that of Gregory the First. 
Instead of six legions, forty monks Avere embarked for that distant 
island, and the pontift' lamented the austere duties which forbade 
him to partake the perils of their spiritual Avarfare. In less than 
two years he could announce to the archbishop of Alexandria 
that they had baptized the king of Kent with ten thousand of his 
Anglo-Saxons ; and that the Roman missionaries, like those of tlm 
primitive church, were armed only Avith spiritual and supernatural 
I^owers. 

§ 17. The Persian war, wliich had been concluded by a peace 
between the two empires about four years before the death of Justi- 
nian, was renewed in the 7th year of Justin, a.d. 572. It Avas con- 
tinued with various success during his reign, and during the reigns 
of his successors, Tiberius and Maurice, till a revolution in Persia 
drove the great king as a su]^pliant to the throne of the Caesars. 
The celebrated Nushirvan or Chosroes closed his long life in a.d. 
579. He AA’as succeeded by his son Hormouz, or llonnisdas, who in 
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every word and in every action degenerated from the virtues of his 
father. Exasperated by long and hopeless oppression, the pro- 
vinces of Babylon, Susa, and Carmania erected the standard of 
revolt ; and the princes of Arabia, India, and Scythia refused the 
customary tribute to the unworthy successor of Niishirvan. T’he 
arms of the Homans, in slow sieges and frequent inroads, afflicted 
the frontiers of Mesoix)tamia and Assyria ; and at the same time 
the eastern provinces of Persia w'cre invaded by the great khan, who 
passed the Oxus at the head of 300,000 or 400,000 Turks. Persia 
had been lost by a king ; it was saved by an licro, Varanes or 
Bahram, who after defeating both the Turks and the Romans was 
saluted as king by his victorious trooxjs. Upon receiving intelligence 
of this event, the Persian nobles deposed H'^rmouz, put out his eyes, 
and elevated his son Chosroes II. to the throne. P>ut Bahram 
refused to acknowledge a revolution in which himself and his sol- 
diers, the true representatives of Persia, had never been consulted, 
Chosroes was defeated, and reduced to the necessity of imploring aid 
or refuge in some foreign land ; and llornioiiz was strangled by the 
rebels who had dethroned him (a.i>. 590). Chosroes meanwhile fol- 
lowed the hanks of the Euphrates, traversed the desert, and lialtcd at 
the distance of ten miles from Circcsium. About the third watch ol 
the night the Homan i:)ra}fect Avas informed of his approach, and he 
introduced the royal stranger to the fortress at the dawn of day 
From thence the king of Persia was conducted to the more honour- 
able residence of niera})olis ; and bis anxiety was scon relieved by 
the assurance that Iho emi.>cror had csiwuscd the cause of justice and 
royalty. A ix)werful army was assembled on tlie frontiers of Syria 
and Armenia, under the command of the valiant and faithful 
Narses,* who was directed to pass the I’igris, and never to sheathe 
his sword till he had restored Cliosrocs to the throne of his ancestors. 
T'he enterprise, however splendid, Avas less arduous than it might 
appear. Pei’sia had already repented of her fatal rashness, which 
betrayed the heir of the house of Sassan to the «ambition of a rebel- 
lious subject : and the hold refusal of the Magi to consecrate his 
usurpation compelled Bahram to assume the sceptre, regardless of 
the laws and prejudices of the nation. No sooner did the grandson 
of Nushirvan display his own and the Roman banners beyond the 
Tigris, than be was joined, each day, by the increasing multitudes 
of the nobility and people ; and the contest was decided by two 
battles on the banks of the Zab and the confines of Media. With 
the remnant of a broken army, Bahram fled tow%,rds the eastern 
])rovinces of the Oj^us ; the enmity of Persia reconciled him to the 
^Jkirks ; but his days were shortened by poison, iierhaps the most 
incurable of poisons, the stings of remorse and despair, and the 

♦ Tills Narses must not be confounded with the conqueror of Italy. 

GIBDON. 8 
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bitter remembrance of lost glory. Yet the modern Persians still 
commemorate the exploits of llahram ; and some excellent laws 
have prolonged the duration of his troubled and transitory reign, 
Chosroes, after the flight of Bahram, met with no further opposition ; 

■ and the glory of Maurice was conspicuous in the long and fortunate 
reign of his son and his ally. A band of 1000 Romans, who con- 
tinued to guard the person of Chosroes, proclaimed his confidence in 
the fidelity of the strangers ; his growing strength enabled him to 
dismiss this unpopular aid, but he steadily professed the same grati- 
tude and reverence to his adopted father; and, till the death of 
Maurice, the peace and alliance of the two empires were faithfully 
maintained. 

§ 18. While the majesty of the Roman name was revived in the 
East, the prospect of Europe is less pleasing and less glorious. By 
the departure of the Lombards and the ruin of the Gepidaj tlie 
balance of power was destroyed on the Danube ; and the Avars 
spread their permanent dominion from the foot of the Alps to the 
sea-coast of the Euxinc. The reign of Baian (a.d. 570-G00) is the 
brightest sera of their monarchy. The pride of the second Justin, 
of Tiberius, and Maurice was humbled by a proud barbarian ; and 
as often as Asia was threatened by the Persian arms, Europe was 
oppressed by the dangerous inroads or costly friendship of the Avars. 
Sirmium and Singidiimim (Belgrade) were taken by these formidable 
foes. From Singidunum to the walls of Constantinople a line may 
be measured of 600 miles : that Hue was marked with flames and 
with blood ; the horses of the Avars were alternately bathed in the 
Euxiiie and the Adriatic ; and the Roman pontiff, alarmed by the 
approach of a more savage enemy, was reduced to cherish the Lom- 
bards as the protectors of Italy. The Persian alliance restored the 
troops of the East to the defence of Europe ; and Maurice, who had 
supported ten years the insolence of the Chagan, sent his brother 
Peter, and Prisons, an able general, against the barbarians. Peter 
displayed both incapacity and cowardice ; hut Priscus, in five suc- 
cessive battles, took 17,200 barbarians prisoners, and slew near 
60,000, with four sons of the Chagan ; he surprised a peaceful dis- 
trict of the Gepidse, who slept under the protection of the Avars ; 
and his last trophies were erected on the banks of the Danube and 
the Theiss. Since the death of Trajan the arms of the empire had not 
penetrated so deeply into the old Dacia ; yet the success of Priscus 
was transient and barren, and he was soon recalled by the appre- 
hension that BRian, with dauntless spirit and recruited forces, 
was preparing to avenge his defeat under the walls of Con- 
stantinople. 

§ 19, The attempt of Maurice to restore the discii>line of the 
Roman armies was the cause of his death. The army of thb 
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Danube pronounced him unworthy to reign, expelled or slaughtered 
his faithful adherents, and under the command of Phocas, a 
simple centurion, returned by h«asty marches to the neighbour- 
hood of Constantinople. So obscure had been the former condition 
of Phocas, that the emperor was ignorant of the name and character 
of his rival ; but as soon as he learned that the centurion, though 
bold in sedition, was timid in the face of danger, “ Alas !” cried the 
desponding prince, “ if he is a coward, he will surely be a mur- 
derer.” The rigid and parsimonious virtues of Maurice had long 
since alienated the hearts of his subjects : Constantinople rose in 
aims ; and the lawless city was abandoned to the flames and rapine 
of a nocturnal tumult. In a small bark tlie unfortunate Maurice, 
with his wife and nine children, escaped to the Asiatic shore, but 
tlic violence of the wind comjiellcd him to land at the church of St. 
Autonomus, near Chalccdon, from whence he despatched Theodo- 
sius, his eldest son, to implore the gratitude and friendship of the 
Persian monarch. On the third day, amidst the acclamations of a 
thoughtless people, Phocas made his public entry in a chariot drawn 
by four white horses : the revolt of the troops was rewarded by a 
lavish donative, and the new s-overeign, after visiting the palace, 
beheld from his throne the games of the hippodrome. In a dispute 
of precedency between the two factions, his partial judgment inclined 
in favour of the greens. “ Remember that Maurice is still alive ” 
resounded from the opposite side ; and the indiscreet clamour of the 
blues admonished and stimulated the cruelty of the tyrant. The 
ministers of death were despatched to Chalcedon ; they dragged the 
emperor from his sanctuary, and the five sons of Maurice were suc- 
cessively murdered before the eyes of their agonizing parent. At 
each stroke, which he felt in his heart, he found strength to rehearse 
a pious ejaculation : “ Thou art just, O Lord ! and thy judgments 
are righteous.” The tragic scene was finally closed by the execution 
of the emperor himself, in the 20th year of his reign, and the 63rd 
of his ago (a.d. 602, Nov. 27). 

§ 20. Phocas appears no less hateful in the exercise than in the 
acquisition of power. Ignorant of letters, of laws, and even of arms, 
he indulged in the supreme rank a more ample privilege of lust and 
drunkenness, and his brutal pleasures were either injurious to bis sub- 
jects or disgraceful to himself. Without assuming the office of a 
prince, he renounced the profession of a soldier, and the reign of 
Phocas afflicted Europe with ignominious peace and Asia with deso- 
lating war. His savage temper was inflamed by passion, hardened by 
fear, exasperated by resistance or reproach. The flight of Theodosius 
to tlie Persian court had been intercepted by a ra]nd pursuit or a 
deceitful message : he was beheaded at Nice, and the last hours of 
the young prince were soothed by the comforts of religion and the 
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consciousness of innocence. In the massacre of the Imperial family, 
the mercy, or rather the discretion, of Phocas had spared the widow 
and daughters of the late emperor. But the spirit of the empress 
Constantina, still mindful of her father, her husband, and her sons, 
aspired to freedom and revenge. She twice conspired against the 
tyrant, and, after being tortured like the vilest malefactor, to force a 
confession of her designs and associates, she was beheaded at Chal- 
cedon with her three innocent daughters, on the same ground 
which had been stained with the blood of her husband and live 
sons. After such an example it would be superfluous to enumerate 
the names and sufferings of meaner victims. The hippodrome, the 
sacred asylum of the pleasures and the liberty of the Romans, was 
2 )olluted with heads and limbs and mangled bodies ; and the com- 
l)anions of Phocas were Ihp most sensible that neither his favour 
nor their services could protect* them from a tyrant, tlie worthy 
rival of the Calignlas and Domiti.ans of the first age of the empire. 

A daughter of Phocas, his only child, was given in marriage to 
the j3atrician Crispus, and the royal images of the bride and bride- 
groom were indiscreetly placed in the circus by the side of the em- 
peror. The father must desire that his posterity should inherit the 
fruit of his crimes, but the monarch was offended by this premature 
and poj)ular association ; and Crispus might reasonably doubt whe- 
ther a jealous usurper could ff)rgct and pardon his involuntary com- 
jietition. Every province of the cm])irc was ripe for rebellion ; and 
lleraclius, exarch of Africa, jiersistcd above two years in refusing all 
tribute and obedience to the centurion who disgraced the throne of 
ConstaRtinoi)le. By the secret emissaries of Crispus and the senate, 
the independent exarch was solicited to save and to govern his 
country : but his ambition was chilled by age, and he resigned the 
dangerous enterprise to his son lleraclius : a faint rumour of 
their undertaking was conveyed to the ears of Phocas ; but the 
treacherous heart of Crispus extenuated the distant peril, and the 
tyrant supinely slept till the African navy steered their triumphant 
course through the Propontis. The people, and even the giiards, 
were determined by the well-timed defection of Crispus, and the 
tyrant was seized by a private enemy, who boldly invaded the soli- 
tude of the palace. Stripped of the diadem and purple, clothed in 
a vile habit, and loaded Avith chains, he was transported in a small 
boat to the Imperial galley of lleraclius, Avho reproached him with 
the crimes of his abominable reign. “ Wilt thou govern better?” 
were the last words of the despair of Phocas. After suffering each 
variety of insult apd torture, bis head was severed from his body, 
the mangled trunk was cast into the flames, and the same treatment 
was inflicted on the statues of the vain usurper and the seditious 
banner of the green faction (a. i>. 610, Oct. 4). The voice of the 
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clergy, the senate, and the people invited Heraclins to ascend the 
tlirone which he had purified from guilt and ignominy ; after some 
graceful hesitation he yielded to their entreaties. His coronation 
was ficcompanied by that of his wife I'kidoxia, and their posterity, 
till the fourth generation, continued to reign over the empire of the 
East. 

§ 21. Even after his death the republic was afflicted by the crimes 
of Phocas, which armed witli a pious cause the most formidable of 
her enemies. Upon receiving intelligence of the death of Maurice, 
Chosroes declared himself the avenger of his father and benefactor, 
and at the head of a powerful army invaded the Roman dominions. 
Under the reign of Phocas the fortifications of Merdin, Uara, Araida, 
and Pldessa were successively besieged, reduced, and destroyed by 
the Persian monarch ; ho passed the Euphrates, occupied the Syrian 
cities llierapolis, Chalcis, and Berrhoea or Aleppo, and soon encom- 
passed the walls of Antioch with his irresistible arms. The rapid 
tide of success discloses the decay of the empire, the incaf^acity of 
Phocas, and the disaffection of his subjects ; and Chosroes provided 
a decent apology for their submission or revolt by an impostor who 
attended his camp as the son of Maurice and the lawful heir of the 
monarchy. 

The first intelligence from the East which Horaclius received was 
that of the loss of Antioch. It was followed by the capture of 
Cajsarea and Damascus ; and after the reduction of Galilee and the 
region beyond the Jordan, Jerusalem itself was taken by assault 
(a. d. G14). The sepulchre of Christ and the stately churches of 
Helena and Constantine were consumed, or at least damaged, by 
the flames ; the devout ofl’erings of 300 years were rifled in one 
sacrilegious day ; the patriarch ZacLariah and the true cross were 
transported into Persia ; and the massacre of 90,000 Christians is 
imputed to the Jews and Arabs, who swelled the disorder of the 
Persian march. Egypt itself, the only province which had been 
exempt since the time of Diocletian from foreign and donjcstic 
war, was again subdued by the successors of Cyrus (a.d. 616). 
Alexandria might have been relieved by a naval force, but the 
archbishop and the pra^fcct embarked for Cyprus ; and Chosroes 
entered the second city of the empire, which still preserved a 
wealthy remnant of industry and commerce. His western trophy 
was erected in the neighbourhood of Tripoli : the Greek colonies 
of Cyrene were finally extirpated ; and the conqueror, treading in 
the footsteps of Alexander, returned in triumph through the sands 
of tlio Libyan desert. In the same campaign aixother army ad- 
vanced from the Euphrates to the Thracian *Bosporus ; Chalcedon 
surrendered after a long siege, and a Persian camp was maintained 
above ten ycai*s in the presence of Constantinople. The sea-coast of 
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Poiitus, the city of Ancyra, and the isle of Bhodes are enumerated 
among the last conquests of the Great King ; and if Chosroes had 
possessed any maritime power, his boundless ambition would have 
spread slavery and desolation over the provinces of Europe. 

§ 22. From the long-disputed banks of the Tigris and Euphrates, 
the reign of the grandson of Nushirvan was suddenly extended to 
the Hellespont and the Nile, the ancient limits of the Persian 
monarchy. But the provinces, which* had been fashioned by the 
habits of 600 years to the virtues and vices of the Roman govern- 
ment, supported with reluctance the yoke of the barbarians. The 
Christians of the East were scandalised by the worship of fire and 
the impious doctrine of the two principles : the Magi were not less 
intolerant than the bishops ; and the martyrdom of some native 
Persians who had deserted^ the religion of Zoroaster was conceived 
to be the prelude of a fierce and general persecution. Chosroes 
enjoyed with ostentation the fruits of victory, and frequently retired 
from the hardships of war to the luxury of the j>alace. But, in the 
space of 24 years, he was deterred by superstition or resentment from 
approaching the gates of Ctesiphon: and his favourite residence 
of Artemi ta, or Dastagerd, was situate beyond the Tigris, about 60 
miles to the north of the capital. Six thousand guards successively 
mounted before the palace-gate ; the service of the interior apartments 
was performed by 12,000 slaves ; and the various treasures of gold, 
silver, gems, silk, and aromatics were deposited in a hundred sub- 
terraneous vaults. The voice of flattery, jind perhaps of fiction, is 
not ashamed to compute the 30,000 rich hangings that adorned the 
walls ; the 40,000 columns of silver, or more probably of marble 
and plated wood, that supi)orted the roof ; and the 1000 globes of 
gold suspended in the dome, to imitate the motions of the planets 
and the constellations of the zodiac. While the Persian monarch 
contemplated the wonders of his art and power, he received an 
epistle from an obscure citizen of Mecca, inviting him to acknow- 
ledge Mahomet as the apostle of God. He rejected the invitation, 
and tore the epistle. “It is thus,” exclaimed the Arabian prophet, 
“ that God will tear the kingdom and reject the supplications of 
ChosroeJ. Placed on the verge of the two great empires of the 
East, Mahomet observed with secret joy the progress of their mutual 
destruction ; and in the midst of the Persian triumphs he ventured 
io foretell that, before many years should elapse, victory would 
again return to the banners of the Romans. 

§ 23. At the time when this prediction is said to have been de- 
livered, no prophecy could bo more distant from its accomplishment, 
since the first 12 years of Ileraclius (a. d. 610-622) announced the 
approaching dissolution of the empire. If the motives of Chosroes 
had been inire.and honourable, he must have ended the quarrel with 
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the death of Phocas, and he would have embraced, as his best ally, 
the fortunate African who had so generously avenged the injuries 
of his benefactor Maurice. The prosecution of the w’ar revealed the 
true character of the barbarian; and the suppliant embassies of 
Hcraclius to beseech his clemency, that he would spare the innocent, 
accept a tribute, and give peace to the world, were rejected with 
contemptuous silence or insolent menace. Syria, Egypt, and the 
provinces of Asia were subdued by the Persian arms ; while Europe, 
from the confines of 1 stria to the long wall of Thrace, was oppressed 
by the Avars, unsatiated with the blood and rapine of the Italian 
war. By these implacable enemies Hcraclius, on either side, was 
insulted and besieged : and the Roman empire was reduced to the 
walls of Constantinople, with the remnant of Greece, Italy, and 
Africa, and some maritime cities, from Tyre to Trebizond, of the 
Asiatic coast. Tlie experience of six years at length persuaded the 
Persian monarch to renounce the conquest of Constantinople, and to 
specify the annuid tribute or ransom of the Koman empire : a thousand 
talents of gold, a thousand talents of silver, a thousand silk robes, 
a thousand horses, and a thousand virgins. Hcraclius subscribed these 
ignominious terms ; but the time and space which he obtained to 
collect such treasures from the poverty of the East was industriously 
employed in the preparations of a bold and desperate attack. 

§ 24. Of the characters conspicuous in history, that of Hcraclius 
is one of the most extraordinary and inconsistent. In the first and 
the last years of a long reign the emperor appears to be the slave 
of sloth, of pleasure, or of superstition ; the careless and impotent 
spectator of the public calamities. But the languid mists of the 
morning and evening are separated by the brightness of the meridian 
sun : the Arcadius of the palace arose the Caesar of the camp ; and 
the honour of Koine and Ileraclius was gloriously retrieved by the 
exploits and trophies of six adventurous campaigns. At the moment 
when Hcraclius assumed the spirit of an hero, the only hopes of the 
Romans were drawn from the vicissitudes of fortune, w^hich might 
threaten the proud ])rospcrity of Chosroes, and must be favourable 
to those who had attained the lowest period of depression. To pro- 
vide for the expenses of war w’as the first care of the emperor ; and 
the courage of Hcraclius was first displayed in daring to boiTOw the 
consecrated wealth of churches, undftr the solemn vow of restoring, 
with usury, whatever he had been compelled to employ in the ser- 
vice of religion and of the empire. Of the soldiers who had con-- 
spired with Phocas, only two were found to have survived the 
stroke of time and of the barbarians ; the loss even of tliese seditious 
veterans was imperfectly supplied by the new levies of Heraclius ; 
and the gold of the sanctuary united, in the same cami), the names, 
and arms, and languages of the East and West. 
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§ 25. First expedition of Heraclius against the Persians, A. D. 
622, — The neighbouring heights of Chalcedon were covered with 
tents and arms ; but if the new levies of Heraclius had been rashly 
led to the attack, the victory of the Persians in the sight of Con- 
stantinople might have been the last day of the Roman empire. 
Rut the Greel^s were still masters of the sea; a fleet of galleys, 
transports, and store-ships was assembled in the harbour ; the bar- 
barians consented to embark ; and Heraclius landed his troops on 
the confines of Syria and Cilicia, in the gulf of Scanderoon, where 
the coast suddenly turns to the south. His discernment was ex- 
pressed in the choice of this important post. The natural fortifica- 
tions of Cilicia protected <and even concealed the camp of Heraclius, 
which was pitched near Issus, on the same ground where Alexander 
had vanquished the host of Darius. The angle which the emperor 
occupied was deeply indented into a vast semicircle of the Asiatic, 
Armenian, and Syrian ])rovinces ; and to whatsoever point of the 
circumference he should direct his attack, it was easy for him to 
dissemble his own motions, and to prevent those of the enemy. In 
the camp of Issus the Roman general reformed the sloth and dis- 
order of the veterans, and educated the new recruits in the know- 
ledge and practice of military virtue. Cilicia was soon encom- 
passed with the Persian arms, but their cavalry hesitated to enter 
the defiles of Mount Taurus till they vrere circumvented by the 
evolutions of Heraclius, who insensibly gained their rear, whilst ho 
appeared to lu’esent his front in order of battle. By a false motion, 
which seemed to threaten Armenia, he drew them against their 
wishes to a general action. They were tempted by the artful dis- 
order of his camp ; and the event of the day declared to the -world 
that the Persians were not invincible, and that an hero was invested 
with the purple. Strong in victory and fame, Heraclius boldly 
ascended the heights of Mount Taiinis, directed his march througli 
the plains of Cai)padocia, and established his troops for the winter 
season in safe and plentiful quarters on the banks of the river Halys. 

§ 20. llis second expedition, a. d. G28-625. — Since the days of 
Scipio and Hannibal, no bolder enterprise has been attempted than 
that which Heraclius achieved for the deliverance of the cnjpire. 
He permitted the Persians to op])rcss for awhile the provinces, and 
to insult with impunity the capital of the East, while the Roman 
emperor explored his perilous way through the Black Sea and tho 
mountains of Armenia, penetrated into the heart of Persia, and 
recalled the armies of the Great King to the defence of their bleeding 
country. With^a select band of 5000 soldiers, Heraclius sailed from 
Constantinople to Trebizond ; assembled his forces which bad win- 
tered in the Pontic regions; and from the month of the Pbasis to 
the Caspian Sea, encouraged his subjects and allies to march with 
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the successor of Constantine under the faithful and victorious banner 
of the cross. The limits of Armenia, as it had been ceded to the 
emperor Maurice, extended as far as the Araxes; the river sub- 
mitted to the indignity of a bridge, and Heraclius, in the footstei)S 
of Mark Antony, advanced towards the city of Tauris or Gandzaca, 
the ancient and modern capital of one of the provinces of Media. 
Tlie rajnd conquests of Heraclius were suspended only by the winter 
season ; a motive of prudence or suixjrstition determined his retreat 
into the province of Albania, along the shores of the Caspian ; and 
liis tents were most probably jntched in the jdains of Mogan, the 
favourite encamj^ment of Oriental princes (a. d. 623). 

Amidst the glories of the succeeding campaign, Heraclius is 
almost lost to our eyes, and to those of the Byzantine historians. 
From the spacious and fruitful plains of Albania, the emperor 
appears to follow the chain of Hyrcanian mountains, to descend 
into the province of Media or Irak, and to carry his victorious arms 
as far as the I’cyaTcitics of Casbin and Ispahan, wliichhad never been 
api^roachcd by a Homan conqueror. Alarmed by the danger of his 
kingdom, the ix)wcrs of Cliosrocs were already recalled from the Nile 
and the Bosporus, and three formidable armies surrounded, in a 
distant and hostile land, the canq^ of the emperor. But Heraclius 
repelled this threefold attack, improved the divisions of their chiefs, 
and, by a wcll-conccrted train of marches, retreats, and successful 
actions, finally chased them from the field into the fortified cities 
of Media and Assyria (a.d. 624). On tlie return of spring, the 
emperor traversed in seven days the mountains of Curdistan, and 
})assed without resistance tJjc ra2)id stream of the ^J’igris, Oppressed 
by the weight of their sjx)ils and captives, the Hoiuau army halted 
under the walls of Amida ; and IJeraelius informed tl)c senate of 
Constantin o]de of liis safety and success, which they had already 
felt by the retreat of the besiegers. The bridges of the Euplirates 
were destroyed by the Persians ; but as soon as the emperor had 
discovered a ford, they hastily retired to defend the banks of the 
Sarus, in Cilicia. That river, an impetuous torrent, was about 
300 feet broad ; the bridge was fortified with strong turrets ; and 
the banks were lined with barbarian archers. After a bloody 
conflict, which continued till the evening, the Homans prevailed in 
the assault ; and a Persian of gigantic size was slain and thrown 
into the Sarus by the hand of the emperor himself. The enemies 
were dispersed and dismayed ; Heraclius pursued his march to 
Sebaste in Capx)adocia ; and at the expiration of three years, the 
same coast of the Euxinc ax)plauded his return from a long and 
victorious expedition. 

§ 27. Instead of skirmishing on the frontier, the two monarebs wh.o 
disimted the empire of the East aimed their desperate strokes at the 
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heart of their rival. The military force of l*ersia was wasted by 
the marches and combats of twenty years ; but the revenge and 
ambition of Chosvoes exhausted his kingdom ; and the new levies 
of subjects, strangers, and slaves, were divided into three formidable 
bodies. The first army of 50,000 men, illustrious by the ornament 
and title of the golden spears^ was destined to march against 
Heraclius ; the second was stationed to prevent his junction with 
the troops of his brother Theodoms ; and the third was commanded 
to besiege Constantinople, and to second the operations of the 
cliagan, with whom the Persian king had ratified a treaty of 
alliance and partition. Sarbar, the general of the tliird army, 
j)enetrated through the provinces of Asia to the well-known camp 
of Chalcedon, where he impatiently waited the arrival of his Scythian 
friends on the opposite side of the Bosporus. On the 20th of June 
(a. d. 626), 30,000 barbarians, the vanguard of the Avare, forced 
the long wall, and drove into the cajntal a promiscuous crowd of 
peasants, citizens, and soldiers. Fourscore thousand of his native 
subjects, and of the vassal tribes of Gepida3, Ptussians, Bulgarians, 
and Slavonians, advanced under the standard of the chagan ; a 
month was spent in marches and negociations, but the whole city 
was invested on the 31st of July; and the inhabitants descried 
with terror the flaming signals of the European and Asiatic shores. 
During ten successive days the capital was assaulted by the 
Avars, who had made some pi-ogrcss in the science of attack ; but 
the senate and people were animated by the spirit of Ilemclius, 
who had detached to their relief a body of 12,000 cuirassiers ; the 
powers of fire and mechanics were used with superior art and 
aucooss in the defence of Constantinople ; and the galleys, with two 
and three ranks of oars, commanded the Bos[)orus, and rendered 
the Persians the idle spectators of the defeat of their allies. The 
Avars were repulsed ; the vassals of the chagan threatened to desert, 
his provisions were exhausted, and, after burning his engines, ho 
gave the signal of a slow and formidable retreat. 

§ 28. After the division of his anny, Heraclius prudently retired 
to the banks of the Phasis, from whence he maintained a defensive 
war against the 50,000 gold spears of Persia. His anxiety was 
relieved by the deliverance of Constantinople ; his hopes were 
confirmed by a victory of liis brother Theodoms ; and to tlie 
hostile league of Chosroes with the Avars, the Roman empci-or 
opposed the useful and honourable alliance of the Turks. At his 
liberal invitation, the horde of Khazars transported their tents from 
the plains of the Volga to the mountains of Georgia ; Heraclius 
received them in the neighbourhood of Teflis, obtained an immediate 
succour of 40,000 horse, and negociated a strong diversion of the 
Turkish arms on the side of the Oxus. The Persians, in their turn,, 
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retreated with precipitation; in the camp of Edessa Heraclius 
reviewed an army of 70,000 Romans and strangers; and some 
months were successfully emplo3^ed in the recovery of the cities of 
Syria, Mesopotamia, and Armenia, whose fortifications had been 
imperfectly restored, Sarbar still maintained the important station 
of Chalcedon, but the jealousy of Chosroes, or the artifice of 
Heraclius, soon alienated the mind of that powerful satrap from 
the service of his king and country; and if some considerations 
of honour or policy restrained Sarbar from joining the standard of 
Heraclius, the emperor was assured that he might prosecute without 
interruption his designs of victory and peace. 

§ 29. J/ts third expedition^ A. d. 627. — Deprived of his firmest 
support, and doubtful of the fidelity of hii subjects, the greatness 
of Chosroes was still conspicuous in its ruins. Tlie number of 
500,000 may be interpreted as an Oriental metaphor to describe the 
men and arms, the horses and eleidiants, that covered Media and 
Assyria against the invasion of Heraclius. Yet the Romans boldly 
advanced from the Araxes to the Tigris, and the timid prudence of 
Rhazates was content to follow them b}^ forced marches through a 
desolate covintiy, till he received a pcreinj>tory mandate to risk the 
fate of Persia in a decisive battle. Eastward of the 'I'igris, at the 
end of the bridge of Mosul, the great Kineveh had formerly been 
erected : the city, and even the ruins of the city, had long since 
disappeared ; the vacant space aflbrded a spacious field for tla? 
operations of the two armies. In the battle of Nineveh, which was 
fiercely fought from daybreak to the eleventh hour, Rhazates wag 
slain ly the emperor’s own hand ; 28 standards, beside tliose whicl? 
might be broken or torn, were taken from the Persians ; the greatest 
part of their army was cut in pieces ; and the victors, concealinjj 
their own loss, passed the night on the field. The diligence ol 
Heraclius was not less admirable in the use of victory ; by a march 
of 48 miles in 24 hours his vanguard occupied the bridges of the 
great and the lesser Zab, and the cities and palaces of Assyria were 
open for the first time to the Romans. By a just gradation of mag- 
nificent scenes they penetrated to the royal seat of Dastagerd, and, 
though much of the treasure had been removed and much had been 
expended, the remaining wealth appears to have exceeded their 
hopes, and even to have satiated their avarice. Whatever could not 
bo easily transported they consumed with fire, that Chosroes might 
feel the anguish of those wounds which he had so often inflicted on 
the provinces of the empire. The recovery of 300 Roman standards 
and the deliverance of the numerous captives of Edessa and Alex- 
andria reflect a purer glory on the arms of Heraclius. From the 
palace of Dastagerd he pursued his march within a few miles of 
Modain or Ctesiphon, till he was stopped, on the banks of the Arba* 
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by the difficulty of the passage, the rigour of the season, and perhaps 
the fame of an impregnable capital. The return of the emperor 
is marked by the modern name of the city of Sherhzour : he for- 
tunately jjasscd Mount Zara before the snow, which fell incessantly 
34 days ; and the citizens of Gandzaca, or Tauris, were compelled 
to entertain his soldiers and their horses with an hospitable re- 
ception. 

§ 30. It was still in the power of Chosroes to obtain a reasonable 
peace ; and he was repeatedly pa-essed by the messengers of He. 
radius to spare the blood of his subjects, and to relieve a humane 
conqueror from the painful duty of carrying fire and sword through 
the fairest countries of Asia. But the i')ride of the Persian liad not 
yet sunk to the level of his fortune ; lie derived a momentary 
confidence from the retreat of the emperor ; he wept with impotent 
rage over the ruins of his Assyrian i^alaccs ; and disregarded too 
long the rising murmurs of the nation, who complained that their 
lives and fortunes were sacrificed to the obstinacy of an old man. 
'J’hat unhappy old man was himself tortured with the sharpest pains 
both of mind and body ; and, in the conscipusness of his approaching 
end, he resolved to fix the tiara on the head of Merdaza, the most 
favoured of his sons. But the will of Chosroes was no longer 
revered, and Siroes, who gloried in the rank and merit of his mother 
Sira, the favourite wife of the king, had conspired with the malcon- 
tents to assert and anticipate the rights of primogeniture. It was 
determined by the conspirators that Sirocs, with the ensigns of 
royalty, should apjicar in the camp ; and if the enterprise should 
fail, his escape was contrived to tlic Imperial court. But tlie new 
monarch was saluted with unanimous acclamations; the flight of 
Chosroes was rudely arrested, 18 sons w^cre massacred before his 
face, and he was thrown into a dungeon, where he expired on the 
fifth day (a. d. 628). The glory of the house of Sassan ended with 
the life of Chosroes ; his urmatural son enjoyed only eight months 
the fruit of his crimes ; and in the space of four years the regal 
title was assumed by nine candidates, who disputed, with the sword 
or dagger, the fragments of an exhausted monarchy. Every pro- 
vince and each city of Persia was the scene of independence, of 
discord, and of blood ; and the state of anarchy prevailed about 
eight years longer, till the factions w^ere silenced and united under 
the common yoke of the Arabian caliphs. 

§ 31. The elevation of Sirocs to the throne of Persia was followed 
by a treaty of peace and alliance between the two nations. The 
conditions of the treaty were easily defined and faithfully executed. 
In the recovery of the standards and pYisoners which had fallen into 
the hands of the Persians, the emperor imitated the example of 
Augustus ; the subjects and brethren of Heraclius were redeemed 
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from persecution, slavery, ana exile ; but, instead of the Roman' 
eagles, the true wood of the holy cross was restored to the impor- 
tunate demands of the successor of Constantine. The victor was 
not ambitious of enlarging the weakness of the empire ; the son of 
Chosroes abandoned without regret the conquests of his father ; and 
a war which had wounded the vitals of the two monarcliies pro- 
duced no change in their external and relative situation. The 
return of Heraclius from Taiiris to Constantinople was a perpetual 
triumph. After a long impatience, the senate, the clergy, and the 
peo})le went forth to meet their hero with tears and acclamations, 
with olive-branches and innumerable lamps ; he entered the capital 
in a chariot drawn by four elephants, and, as soon as the emperor 
could disengage himself from the tumult of public joy, he tasted 
more genuine satisfaction in the embraces of his mother and his son. 

Yet the deliverer of the East was indigent and feeble. Of the 
Persian spoils tlic most valuable portion had been expended in the 
war, distributed to the soldiers, or buried, by an unlucky tempest, 
in the waves of the Enxine. The conscience of the emperor was 
oppressed by the obligation of restoring the wealth of the clergy, 
which he liad borrowed for their own defence : a perpetual fund was 
required to satisfy those inexorable creditors ; and the provinces, 
already wasted by the arms and avarice of the Persians, were 
compelled to a second payment of the same taxes. The loss of 
200,000 soldiers, wlio bad fallen by the sword, was of less fatal 
im]X)rtance than the decay of arts, agriculture, and population in 
this long and destructive war ; and although a victorious army had 
been formed under the standard of Heraclius, the unnatural efibrt 
a])pears to have exhausted rather than exercised their strength. 
While tlic emperor triumphed at Constantinople or Jerusalem, an 
obscure town on tlie confines of Syria was lallagcd by the Saracens, 
and they cut in pieces some troops who advanced to its relief ; an 
ordinary and tritling occurrence, had it not been the prelude of a 
mighty revolution. Tlicse robbers were the apostles of Mahomet ; 
their fanatic valour had emerged from the desert ; and in the last 
eight years of his reign Heraclius lost to the Arabs the same pro- 
vinces which he had rescued from the Persians. 

Note. — The great mos?que at Diarbekir, the ancient Amida, on the Tigris, 
figured on the following page, is interesting on account of its exhibiting 
various styles of architecture, Roman, Saracenic, &c. It was long a Roman 
town; and though twice taken by the Pereians (sec pp. 157, 305), it was in 
the hands of the Romans in the time of Justinian, by whom its fortifications 
were re.stored. 
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Great Mosque at Amlda (Diarbeiur.) 





Thft Empress Eudocia, wife of l^asil 1, the Macedonian, with her sr>ns T^co VI. and 
Alexander on either side of her. Eroni a MS. of Gregory Nazianzeii at Paris. (Eu 
Cange, Xlistoria Byzautiua, p. 139.) 


CHAPTER XXV. 

SUCCESSION AND CIIAEACTERS OF THE GREEK EMPERORS OF CONST AN- 
TINOPI>E FROM THE TIME OF IIERACLIUS TO THE LATIN CONQUEST. 

§ 1. Byzantine history: plan of the remaiiuler of the work. § 2. Second 
marriage and death of Hevacliiis. § .3. Constantine III. and Heracleonas. 
§ 4. Constans II, § 5. Constantine IV., Pogonatus. S 6. Justinian II., 
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Rhinotmetus : is deposed and goes into exile : Leontius and Tiberius Absi- 
marus : i-estoration and death of Justinian II. § 7. Philippicus : Anas- 
tasiusll. : Theodosius III. §8. LeoIIL, the Isaiirian. § 9. Constantine V., 
Copronymus. § 10. Leo IV., the Khazar, § 11. Constantine VI. § 12. 
Irene. § 13. Nicephorus I., Stauracius, and Michael I. § 14. Leo V., tlie 
Armenian. § 15. Michael II., the Stammerer. § 16. Theophilus. § 17. 
Michael III. § 18. Basil I., the Macedonian. § 19. Leo VI., the Philo- 
sopher, §20. Constantine VII., Porphyrogenitus : Romaniis I., Lccapenus : 
Christopher, Stephen, Constantine VIII. § 21. Romanus II.; Nice- 
phorus 11., Phocas. § 22. John I., Zimisces. § 23. Basil II. and Con- 
stantine IX. § 24. Romanus III., Argyrus : Michael IV., the Paphla- 
gonian ; Michael V., Calaj)hates : Zoe and Theodora : Constantine X., 
Monomachus; Theodora: Michael VI., Stratioticus. §25. Isaac 1., Coin- 
nenus. §26. Constantine XI., Ducas : Eudocia; Romanus IV., Diogenes; 
Michael VII., Parapinaces ; Andronicus 1. ; Constantine XI 1. §27. Nice- 

phorus III., Botaniates. § 28. Alexius I., Comneniis. § 29. John II., 
Comnenus, or Calo-Joannes. § 30. Manuel I., Conmenus. § 31. Alexius 
II., Comnenus: Andronicus I., Comnenus: Isaac ll.,.Angc*lus. 

§ 1. I HAVE now deduced from Trajan to Constantine, from Con- 
stantine to Ilcraclius, the regular scries of the Roman emperors. 
Five centuries of the decline and fall of the empire have already 
elapsed ; but a period of more than 800 years still separates me from 
the term of my labours, the taking of Constant i no jdc by the 'J urks. 
From the time of Hcraelius the Byzantine theatre is contracted and 
darkened : the line of empire, which had been defined hy the laws of 
Justinian and the arms of Bclisarius, recedes on all sides from our 
view; — and the Roman name, the proper subject of our incpiiries, is 
njduced to a narrow corner of Phirope, to the lonely suburbs of Con- 
stantinople. But the fate of the Jlyzantine monarchy js 
connected with the most splendid and impoj’taiit revolutions which 
have changed the state of the world. 'Jdic space of the lost provinces 
was immediately replenished with new colonics and rising king- 
doms ; the active virtues of peace and war deserted from the van- 
quished to the victorious nations ; and it is in their origin and 
conquests, in tlieir religion and government, tljat we must explore 
the causes and effects of the decline and fall of the PLastern einpii e. 
Nor will this scope of narrative, the riches and variety of these 
materials, be incomi)atible with the unity of design and composi- 
tion. As, in his daily prayers, the Musulman of Fez or Delhi still 
turns his face towards the temple of Mecca, the historian’s eye shall 
be always fixed on the city of Constantinople. The excursive line 
may embrace the wilds of Arabia and 1 artary, but the circle will 
bo ultimately reduced to the decreasing limit of the Roman 
monarchy. 

On this principle I shall now establish the plan of the remaining 
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cliapters of tho present work. The first chapter will contain, in a 
regular series, the emperors who reigned at Constantinople during a 
l>eriod of 600 years, from the days of Ileraclius to the Latin con- 
quest. In this introduction I shall confine myself to the revolu- 
tions of the throne, the succession of families, the personal characters 
of the Greek princes, the mode of their life and death, the maxims 
and influence of their domestic government, and the tendency of 
their reign to accelerate or suspend the downfall of the Eastern 
empire. Such a chronological review will serve to illustrate the 
various argument of the subsequent chapters; and each circum- 
stance of the eventful story of the barbarians will adapt itself in a 
proper place to the Byzantine annals. After this foundation of 
Byzantine history, the following nations will pass before our eyes. 

I. The Franks ; a general appellation which includes all the 
barbarians of France, Italy, and Germany, who were united by the 
sword and sceptre of Charlemagne. The XJcrsecution of images and 
their votaries separated Horae and Italy from the Byzantine throne, 
and prepared the restoration of the Homan empire in the West. 

II. The Arabs or Saracens. First I shall investigate the cha- 
racter of Mahomet ; the character, religion, and success of the 
prophet. I shall then lead the Arabs to the conquest of Syria, 
Egypt, and Africa, the provinces of the Roman empire ; nor can I 
check their victorious career till they have overthrown the mon- 
archies of Persia and Spain. Lastly 1 shall inquire how Constan- 
tinople and Europe were saved by the luxury and arts, the division 
and decay, of the emjfire of the caliphs. A single chapter will 
iiicludf), III. The Bulgarians, IV. Hungarians, and, V. Rus- 
sians, who assaulted by sea or by land tho provinces and the 
capital ; but the last of these. So important in their j)resent great- 
ness, will excite some curiosity in their origin and infancy. VI. 
Tho Normans ; or rather the private adventurers of that warlike 
peoide, who founded a iKwcrful kingdom in Apulia and Sicily, 
shook the throne of Constantinople, displayed the troi)hies of chi- 
valry, an<l almost realised the wonders of romance. VII. The 
Latins ; the subjects of the ]>ope, the nations of the West, avIio 
enlisted under the banner of tlic cross for the recovery or relief 
of the holy scimlchro. In these memorable crusades a fleet and 
army of French and Venetians Avcrc diverted from Syria to the 
Thracian Bosporus : they assaulted tlic capital, they subA^erted the 
Greek monarchy : and a dynasty of Latin princes was seated near 
threescore years on tho tlirone of Constantine. VIII. The Greeks 
themselves, during this period of captivity and exile, must be 
considered as a foreign nation ; tlic enemies, and again the sove- 
reigns of Constantinople. Misfortune had rekindled^ a spark of 
national virtue ; and the Imperial series may be continued with 
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some dignity from their restoration to the Turkish conquest. 

IX. The liloNGUiiS and Tartars. By the arms of Zingis and 
his descendants the globe was shaken from China to Poland and 
Greece : the sultans were overthrown : the caliphs fell, and the 
Caesars trembled on their throne. The victories of Timour sus- 
pended above fifty years the final ruin of the Byzantine empire. 

X, I have already noticed the first appearance of’ the Turks ; and 
the names of the fathers, of SeljuJe and Othman, discriminate the 
two successive dynasties of the ' nation which emerged in the 
eleventh century from the Scythian wilderness. The former 
established a potent and splendid kingdom from the banks of the 
Oxus to Antioch and Nice ; and the first cnisade was provoked by 
the violation of Jerusalem and the danger of Constantinople. From 
an humble origin the Ottoma7is arose the scourge and terror of 
Christendom. Constantinople was besieged and taken by Mahomet 
II., and his triumph annihilates the remnant, the image, the title, 
of the Roman empire in the East. The schism of the Greeks will 
be connected with their last calamities and the restoration of learn- 
ing in the Western world. I shall return from the captivity of the 
new to the ruins of ancient Rome ; and the venerable name, the 
interesting theme, will shed a ray of glory on the conclusion of my 
labours. 

§ 2. The Emperor Heraclius had punished a tyrant and ascended 
his throne ; and the memory of his reign is perpetuated by the 
transient conquest and irreparable loss of the Eastern provinces. 
After the death of Eudocia, his first wife, he disobeyed the patriarch 
and violated the laws by his second marriage with his niece Mar- 
tina. The ambition of Martina was quickened by maternal love, 
and perhaps by the envy of a step-mother ; and the aged husband 
was too feeble to withstand the arts of conjugal allurements. Con- 
stantine, his eldest son, enjoyed in a mature age the title of 
Augustus ; but the weakness of his constitution required a colleague 
and a guardian ; and Ilcracleonas, the son of Martina, was associ- 
ated with him in the empire, llcraclius survived this event about 
two years : his last testimony declared Ins two sons the equal heirs 
of the Eastern empire, and commanded them to honour his widow 
Martina as their mother and their sovereign (a.d. G41). 

§ 3. When Martina first a[)X»cared on the throne with the name 
and attributes of royalty, she was checked by a firm, though re- 
spectful, opposition ; and was compelled to descend from the throne 
with indignation, and seek a refuge in the female apartment of the 
palace. The reign of Constantine 111. lasted only 103 days : he 
expired in the 30th year of his age, and, although his life had 
been a long malady, a belief was entertained that poison had been 
the means, and his cruel stepmother the author, of his untimely 
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fate. Martina reaped indeed the harvest of his death, and assumed 
the government in the name of the surviving emperor ; but the 
incestuous widow of He radius was universally abhorred ; the 
jealousy of the people was awakened, and the two orphans whom 
Constantine had left became the objects of the public care. The 
senate, supported by the soldiers and x^cojile, deposed the Imperial 
culprits, and condemned them as the authors of the death of Con- 
stantine. Martina and Heracleonas were sentenced to the ami)uta- 
tion, the former of her tongue, the latter of his nose ; and after this 
cruel execution they consumed the remainder of their days in exile 
and oblivion (a.d. 641). 

§ 4. Constans II. (a.d. 641-GG8), the eldest son of Constantine III., 
was only 11 years of age when he ascended the throne. Upon attain- 
ing the age of manhood, he was tormented by a jealous fear lest the 
senate or people should one day invade the right of primogeniture, 
and seat his brother Theodosius on an equal throne. By the impo- 
sition of holy orders, the grandson of Heraclius was disqualified for 
the purple ; but this ceremony was insufficient to appease the sus- 
picions of the tyrant, and the death of the deacon Theodosius could 
alone expiate the crime of his royal birth. His murder was avenged 
by the imprecations of the i)eople, and the assassin, in the fulness of 
ix)wer, was driven from his capital into voluntary and perpetual 
exile (a.d. 662). Constans embarked for Greece : after passing the 
winter at Athens, he sailed to Tarentum in Italy, visited Home, where 
he pillaged the churches, and concluded a long xnlgrimagc of disgrace 
and sacrilegious rapine by fixing his residence at Syracuse. But if 
Constans could fly from his people, he could not fly from himself. 
The remorse of his conscience created a phantom who pursued him 
by land and sea, by day and by night ; aud the visionary Theodo- 
sius, presenting to his lips a cup of blood, said, or seemed to say, 
“ Drink, brother, drink ” — a sure emblem of the aggravation of his 
guilt, since he had received from the hands of the deacon the mystic 
cup of the blood of Christ, Odious to himself and to mankind, 
Constans perished by domestic treason in the caj^ital of Sicily. 

§ 5. The news of the murder of Constans w'as conveyed with 
almost supernatural speed from Syracuse to Constantinople ; and 
Constantine IV., the eldest of his three sons, inherited his throne 
without being the heir of the iniblic hatred (a.d. 668-685). He 
received the surname of Pogonatu.s from the growth of his young 
beard during a voyuge to Sicily, which he undertook immediately 
after his accession, to repress the revolt of a youth who had assumed 
the imperial jnirple after his father’s death. But his reign, like that 
of his predecessor, was stained with fraternal discord. His twe 
brothers, Heraclius and Tiberius, conspired against him, and were 
dei)rived of their ti&es and noses, in the presence of the Catholic 
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bishops who were assembled at Constantinople in the sixth general 
synod. 

§ 6. After the decease of his father the inheritance of the Eomau 
world devolved upon Justinian II. (a.d. 685-695), and the name 
of a triumphant lawgiver was dishonoured by the vices of a boy. 
His passions were strong ; his understanding was feeble ; and he 
was intoxicated with a foolish pride that his birth had given him 
the command of millionsj of whom the smallest community would 
not have chosen him for their local magistrate. Since the days of 
Commodus and Caracalla the cruelty of the Roman j)rinccs had 
most commonly been the effect of their fear; but Justinian, wlio 
possessed some vigour of character, enjoyed the sufferings, and 
braved the revenge, of his subjects about ten years, till the measure 
was full of his crimes and of their patience. Leontius, a general of 
reputation, was proclaimed emperor ; and Justinian, in whose cause 
not a sword had been drawn, was dragged l^efore the people assem- 
bled in the hippodrome, whose clamours demanded the instant death 
of the tyrant. But Leontius cast an eye of pity on the prostrate 
son of his own benefactor and of so many emperors. The life of 
Justinian was spared; the amputation of his nose, perhaps of his 
tongue, was imperfectly performed: the happy flexibility of the 
Greek language could impose the name of Rhinotmetus ; and the 
mutilated tyrant was banished to the land of the Chersonites, in 
Crim-Tartary (a.d. 695). 

On the edge of the Scythian wilderness Justinian still cherished 
the pride of his birth and the hope of his restoration. After three 
years’ exile he received the pleasing intelligence that his injury was 
avenged by a second revolution, and that Leontius in his turn had 
been dethroned and mutilated by the rebel Absimarus, who assumed 
the more respectable name of "JTberius. But the claim of lineal suc- 
cession was still formidable to a plebeian usurper ; and his jealousy 
was stimulated by the complaints and charges of the Chersonites, who 
beheld the vices of the tyrant in the spirit of the exile. Justinian 
fled from the inhospitable shore to the horde of the Khazars, who 
pitched their tents between the Tanais and Borysthenes. The khan 
entertained with pity and respect the royal suppliant, and gave him 
his sister in marriage, who seems, however, from the name of The- 
odora, to have received the sacrament of ba^:)tism. But the faithless 
Khazar was soon tempted by the gold of Constantinople : and had 
not the design been revealed by the conjugal lave of Theodora, her 
husband must have been assassinated or betrayed into the power of 
his enemies. After strangling, with his own hands, the two emis- 
saries of the khan, Justinian sent back his wife to her brother, and 
embarked on the Euxine in search of new and more faithful allies. 
His vessel was assaulted by a violent tempest ;*and one of his pious 
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comimnions advised him to deserve the mercy of God by a vow of 
general forgiveness if he should be restored to the throne. “ Of for- 
giveness ? ” replied the intrepid tyrant : “ may I jjcrish this instant 
— may the Almighty whelm me in the waves, if I consent to spare 
a single head of my enemies I He survived this impious menace, 
sailed into the mouth of the Danube, trusted his person in the royal 
village of the Bulgarians, and purchased the aid of Terbelis, a pagan 
conqueror, by the promise of his daughter, and a fair partition of the 
treasures of the empire. The Bulgarian kingdom extended to the 
confines of Thrace ; and the two x>rinces besieged Constantinople at 
the head of fifteen thousand horse. Absimariis was dismaj’cd by the 
sudden and hostile apparition of his rival, whose head had been 
promised by the Kliazar, and of whose evasion he was yet ignorant. 
After an absence of ten years (a.d. 095-704) the crimes of Justinian 
were faintly remembered; and by the active diligence of his adhe- 
rents he was introduced into the city and palace of Constantine. 

Justinian reigned 7 years (a.d. 704-711) after his return. In 
rewarding his allies, and recalling his wife, he displayed some sense 
of honour and gratitude ; and Terbelis retired, after sweeping away 
an heap of gold coin which he measured with his Scythian whip. 
But never was vow more religiously performed than the sacred oath 
of revenge which he had sworn amidst the storms of the Euxinc. 
^J’lie two usurpers were dragged, the one from his prison, the other 
from his ]mlacc, and were put to death with a slow variety of tor- 
tures. Neither private virtue nor public service could expiate the 
guilt of active, or even passive, obedience to an established govern- 
ment ; and, during the 7 years of his new reign, he considered 
the axe, the cord, and the rack as the only instruments of royalty. 
But his most implacable hatred was pointed against the Chersonites, 
who had insulted his exile and violated the laws of hospitality. 
“All are guilty, and all must perish,” was the mandate of Jus- 
tinian; and the bloody execution was intrusted to his favourite 
Stephen, who was recommended by the epithet of the Savage. 
Yet even the savage Stephen, imperfectly accomplished the inten- 
tions of his sovereign ; and a second expedition was commanded 
to extirpate the remains of the proscribed colony. In tlie short 
interval the Chersonites had returned to their city, and were pre- 
pared to die in arms ; the khan of the Kliazars had renounced the 
cause of his odious brother ; tlie exiles of every province were assem- 
bled in Tauris ; and Bardanes, under the name of Philippicus, was 
invested with the purple. The Imperial troops, unwilling and 
unable to peiq)ctrate the revenge of Justinian, escaped his displeasure 
by abjuring his allegiance : the fleet, under their new sovereign, 
steered back a more auspicious course to the harbours of Sinope and 
Constantinople ; and every tongue was prompt to pronounce, every 
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liand to execute, the death of the tyrant. Destitute of friends, he 
was deserk'd by his barbarian guards ; and the stroke of the assassin 
was praised as an act of patriotism and Homan virtue. His son 
Tiberius had taken refuge in a church ; but the popular fury was 
deaf to the cries of humanity ; and the race of Heraclius was extin- 
guished after a reign of 100 years (a.d. 711). 

§ 7, Between the fall of the Heraclian and the rise of the Isaurian 
dynasty, a short interval of six years is divided into three reigns. 
After a reign of two years Philippicus was murdered in his chamber 
(a.d. 713) ; but the traitors were deprived of their reward; and tlie 
free voice of the senate and people promoted Artemius from the 
office of secretary to that of emperor : he assumed tlie title of Anas- 
tasius II., and displayed in a short and troubled reign the virtues 
both of peace and war. But after the extinction of the Imperial line 
the rule of obedience was violated, and every change dilluscd the 
seeds of new revolutions. In a mutiny of the fleet an obscure and 
reluctant oflicer of the revenue was forcibly invested with the pur- 


ple ; after some months of a naval war, Anastasius resigned the 
sceptre (a.d. 716) ; and the conqueror, Theodosius III., submitted 
in his turn to the superior ascendant of Leo, the general and 
einperor of the Oriental troops (a.d. 717). 

§ 8. Leo III., the Isaurian, was the founder of a new dynasty, 
lie is known to posterity by the invectives of his enemies, and his 
- — ])ublic and private life is 
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tion of his reign. His 
first service was in the guards of Justinian II., where he soon 
attracted the notice, and by degrees the jealousy, of the tyrant. 
His valour and dexterity were conspicuous iu the Colchian war : ^ 
from Anastasius he received the command of the Anatolian legions, 
and by the suffrage of the soldiers he was raiscil to the empire with^ 
the general applause of the Homan world. In this dangerous eleva- 
tion Leo III. supported himself against the envy of his equals, the 
discontent of a powerful faction, and the assaults of his foreign and 
domestic enemies. The Catholics, who accuse his religious innova- 
tions, are obliged to confess that they were undertaken with temper 
and conducted with firmness. Tlieu* silence respects the wisdom of 
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his administration and the purity of his manners. A fter a reign of 
24 years (a.d. 717-741) he peaceably expired in the palace of Con- 
stantinople ; and the purple which he had acquired was transmitted 
by the right of inheritance to the third generation. 

§ 9. In a long reign of 34 years (a.d. 74L-775) the son and suc- 
cessor of Leo, Constantine V., sumamed Coi)ronymus, from his 
]>ollution of the baptismal fount, attacked with less temperate zeal 
the images or idols of the church. Their votaries have exhausted 
the bitterness of religious gall in their i)Ortrait of this spotted panther, 
this antichrist, this flying dragon of the serpent^s seed, who surpassed 
the vices of Elagabiilus and Nero. But without believing all the 
accusations of his enemies, there is too much reason to believe that 
Constantine V. was dissolute and cruel. Yet his character was 
not devoid of merit, nor did liis government always deserve the 
curses or the contempt of the Greeks. From the confession of his 
enemies I am informed of the restoration of an ancient aqueduct, of 
the redemption of 2500 captives, of the uncommon plenty of the 
times, and of tlie new colonics with which he repeopled Constanti- 
nople and the Thracian cities. They reluctantly praise his activity 
and courage ; he was on horseback in the field at the head of his 
legions ; and, although the fortune of his arms was various, he 
triumphed by sea and land, on the Euphrates and the Danube, in 
civil and barbarian war. 

§ 10. Leo iV. (a.d. 775-780) the son of the fifth and the father of 
the sixth (>onstantino, was surnamed the Kliazar. Constantine V. had 
chosen a borbarian wife, the daughter of the Khan of the Kbazars ; 
but in the marriage of bis heir lie preferred an Athenian virgin, an 
orphan, 17 years old, named Irene, whose sole fortune must have 
consisted in her personal accomplishments. Leo was of a feeble 
constitution both of mind and body, and the principal care of his 
reign was the settlement of the succession. The association of the 
young Constantine was urged by the officious zeal of his subjects ; and 
the emperor, conscious of bis decay, complied, after a prudent hesita- 
tion, with their unanimous wished. The royal infant, at tne age of 
five years, was crowned with his mother Irene, who soon acquired 
the love and confidence of a feeble husband. 

§ 11. Leo in his testament declared the empress Irene guardian 
of the Boman world, and of their son Constantine VI. (a. d. 780- 
797), who was no more than ten years of age. During his childhood, 
Irene most ably and assiduously discharged, in her public adminis- 
tration, the duties of a faithful mother ; and her zeal in the restora- 
tion of images has deserved the name and honours of a saint, which 
she still occupies in the Greek calendar. But the emperor attained 
the maturity of youth ; the maternal yoke became more grievous ; 
and he listened to the favourites of bis own age, who shared his 
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pleasures, and were ambitious of sharing bis power. Their reasons 
convinced him of his right, their praises of his ability, to reign 
and he consented to reward the services of Irene by a perpetual 
banishment to the isle of Sicily. But her vigilance and penetration 
easily disconcerted their rash projects : a similar, or more severe, 
punishment was retaliated on themselves and their advisers ; and 
Irene inflicted on the ungrateful prince the chastisement of a boy. 
After this contest the mother and the son were at the head of two 
domestic factions ; and instead of mild influence and voluntary 
obedience, she held in chains a captive and an enemy. The empress 
was overthrown by the abuse of victory ; the oath of fidelity, which 
she exacted to herself alone, was i)ronounced witli reluctant mur- 
murs ; and the bold refusal of the Armenian guards encouraged a 
free and general declaration that Constantine VI. was the lawful 
emperor of the Homans. In this character he ascended his hereditary 
throne, and dismissed Irene to a life of solitude and repose. But 
lier haughty spirit condescended to the arts of dissimulation : she 
flattered the bishops and eunuchs, revived the filial tenderness of 
the prince, regained his confidence, and betrayed his credulity. A 
powerful conspiracy was formed for the restoration of Irene ; and 
the secret, though widely diffused, was faithfully kept above eight 
months, till the emperor, suspicious of his danger, escaped from 
Constantinople with the design of api^ealing to the provinces and 
armies. But the conspirators seized the emperor on the Asiatic 
shore, and he was transported to the porphyry apartment of the 
palace, where he had first seen the light. In the mind of Irene 
ambition h.ad stifled every sentiment of humanity and nature ; and 
it was decreed in her bloody council tliat Constantine should be 
rendered incapable of the throne. The emperor was deprived of his 
sight, and the blind son of Irene survived many years, oppressed by 
the court and forgotten by the world : the Isaiirian dynasty was 
silently extinguished ; and the memory of Constantine was recalled 
only by the nuptials of his daughter Euphrosyne with the emperor 
Michael II. 

§ 12. The most bigoted orthodoxy has justly execrated the 
unnatural mother, who may not easily be paralleled in the history 
of crimes. On earth, the crime of Irene was left five years un- 
punished ; her reign (a.d. 797-802) was crowned with external 
splendour; and if she could silence the voice of conscience, she 
neither heard nor regarded the reproaches of mankind. Thcdlomari 
world bowed to the government of a female ; and as she moved 
through the streets of Constantinople the reins of four milk-white 
steeds were held by as many patricians, who marched on foot before 
the golden chariot of their queen. But these patricians were for the 
most part eunuchs ; and their black ingratitude justified, on tljis 
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occasion, the popular hatred and contemjjt. Raised, enriched, in- 


trusted with tho first digni- 
ties of the empire, thej’^ hasel j 
conspired against their berie- 
fiictress ; the great treasurer 
Nicephoms was secretly in- 
vested with the purple ; her 
successor was introduced 



into the palace, and crowned 
at St. Sophia by the venal 


Gold coin of Irene, struck during her sole reign, 
from the British Museum. — Bust of Irene, with 
EiKiNii BA81LI8SII, both on obvefsc and reverse 


patriarch. The empress was 

banished to Lesbos, where she earned a scanty subsistence by the 
labours of her distafi*. 


§ 13. Many tyrants have reigned undoubtedly more criminal than 
Nicephorus T. (a.d. 802-811), but none perhaps have more deeply 
incurred the universal abhorrence of their people. Ilis character 
was stained with tlie three odious vices of hypocrisy, ingratitude, 
and avarice : his want of virtue was not redeemed by any superior 
talents, nor his want of talents by any pleasing qualifications. 
Unskilful and unfortunate in war, isMccphoriis was vanquished by 
the Saracens and slain by the Bulgarians ; and the advantage of his 
death overbalanced, in the public opiniou, the destruction of a 
1 Ionian army. Ills son and heir Stauracius escaped from the field 
with a mortal wound ; yet six months of an expiring life were 
sufficient to refute his indecent, though popular declaration, that he 
would in all things avoid the example of his father (a.d. 811). He 
was succeeded by Michael, the husband of his sister Frocopia. Had 
Michael I. (a.d. 811-813) in an age of peace ascended an hereditary 
throne, he might have reigned and died the father of his people : 
but his mild virtues were adapted to the shade of private life, nor 
was he capable of controlling the ambition of his equals, or of 
resisting the arms of the victoi ioiis Bulgarians. While his want of 
ability and success exposed him to the contempt of the soldiers, the 
masculine spirit of his wife Frocopia awakened their indignation. 
Even the Greeks of the ninth century were provoked by the inso- 
lence of a female who, in the front of the standards, presumed to 
direct their discipline and animate their valour; and tlieif licentious 
clamours advised the new Semiramis to reverence the majesty of a 
Koman camp. After an unsuccessful campaign the emperor left, in 
their winter-quarters of Tlirace, a disaffected army under the com- 
mand of his enemies ; and their artful eloquence persuaded the sol- 
diers to break the dominion of the eunuchs, to degrade the husband 
of Frocopia, and to assert tho right of a military election. They 
marched towards the capital : yet the clergy, the senate, and tho 
^^Kjople of Constantinople adhered to the cause of Michael ; and tho 


GIBBON. 


T 


410 


LEO V. 


Chap. XXV. 


troops and treasures of Asia might have protracted the mischiefs of 
civil war. But his humanity protested that not a drop of Christian 
blood should be shed in his quarrel, and his messengers presented 
the conquerors with the keys, of the city and the palace. They were 
disarmed by his innocence and submission; his life and his eyes 
were spared ; and the Imperial monk enjoyed the comforts of soli- 
tude and religion above 32 years after he had been stripped of the 
purple and separated from his wife. 

§ 14. A rebel, in the time of Nicephorus, the famous and unfor- 
tunate Bardanes, had once the curiosity to consult an Asiatic pro- 
phet, who, after prognosticating his fall, announced the fortunes of 
ins three principal officcjrs, Leo the Armenian, Michael the Phry- 
gian, and Thomas the Cappadocian, the successive reigns of tlic two 
former, the fruitless and fatal enterprise of the third. This predic- 
tion was verified, or rather was produced, by the event. Ten ycars^ 
afterwards, when the Thracian camp rejected the husband of Pro- 
copia, the crown was i)rcscnted to the same Leo, the first in military 
rank and tlic secret author of the mutiny. As h(3 affected to hesi- 
tate, “ With this sword,” said his companion Michael, “ I will open 
the gates of Constantinople to your Imperial sway, or instantly 
plunge it into your bosom, if you obstinately resist the just desires 
of your fellow-soldiers.” The compliance of the Armenian was 
rewarded with the empire, and he reigned upwards of 7 years 
(a. n. 813-820) under the name of Leo V. Educated in a camp, 
and ignorant both of laws and letters, ho introduced into his civil 
goveiTiment the rigour and even cruelty of military discipline ; but 
if his severity was sometimes dangerous to the innocent, it was 
always formidable to the guilty. His religious inconstancy was 
taxed by the epithet of Chameleon, but the Catholics have acknow- 
ledged, by the voice of a saint and confessors, that the life of the 
Iconoclast was useful to the republic. Tho zeal of his companion 
Michael was repaid with riches, honours, and military command ; 
and his subordinate talents were beneficially employed in the public 
service. Yet the Phrygian was dis.satisfied at receiving as a favour 
a scanty {wrtion of the Imperial prize which ho had bestowed on his 
equal ; an^ his discontent at length assumed a more threatening and 
hostile aspect against a prince whom he represented as a cruel 
tyrant. That tyrant, however, repeatedly detected, warned, and 
dismissed the old companion of his arms, till fear and resentment 
prevailed over gratitude ; and Michael, after a scrutiny into hia 
actions and designs, was convicted of treason, and sentenced to be 
burnt alive in the furnace of the jirivate baths. The devout huma- 
nity of the empress Tlieophano was fatal to her husband and family. 
A solemn day, the twenty-fifth of December, had been 6xed for the 
te.ecutioa : she urged that the anniversaiy of the Saviour’s birth 
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would bo profaned by this inhuman spectacle, and Leo consented 
with reluctance to a decent respite. The friends of Michael, clad in 
the ecclesiastical habit, but with swords under their robes, mingled 
with the procession, which was admitted into the palace by a private 
gate to sing matins in the chapel. Leo was encompassed on all 
sides by the conspirators. Without a wx*a])on and without a friend, 
he grasped a weighty cross, and stood at bay against the hunters of 
his life ; but as he asked for mercy, I’his is the hour, not of mercy, 
but of vengeance,” was the inexorable reply. The stroke of a well- 
aimed sword separated from his body tlic right arm and the emss, 
and Leo the Armenian was slain at tlie foot of the altar. 

§ 15. A memorable reverse of fortune was displayed in Michael IL 
(a. d. 820-829), who from a defect in his si)cecli was surnained the 
Stammerer. He was snatched from the fiery furnace to the so\'e- 
reiguty of an empire^ and as in the tumult a smith could not 
readily be found, tlie fetters remained on his legs several hours 
after he was seated on tlic throne of the Cfesars. The royal blood 
which had iKjen the price of liis elevation was unprofitahly spent : 
in the purple he retained the ignoble vices of his origin ; and Michael 
lost his provinces with as su])inc indiir(?rence as if they had been the 
inheritance of his fathers. His title was disputed by '^fhomas, the 
last of the military triumvirate, who transported into Europe four- 
score thousand barbarians from the banks of the 'I'igris and the 
shores of the Caspian. He formed the siege of Constantinople ; but a 
Bulgarian king assaulted the camp of the Orientals, and Thomas had 
the misfortune or the weakness to fall alive into the power of the 
conqueror. The hands and feet of the rebel were amputated ; he 
was placed on an ass, and, amidst the insults of the people, was led 
through the streets, which ho sprinkled with his blood. After the 
death of his first wife, the emperor, at the request of the senate, 
drew from her monastery Euphrosyne, the daughter of Constantine 
VI. Her august birth might justify a stixmlation in the marriage- 
contract that her children should equally share the empire with 
their elder brother. But the nuptials of Michael and Euphrosyne 
were barren ; and she was content with the title of mother of 'I’heo- 
philus, bis son and successor. 

§ 16. The character of Uheophilus (a. d. 829-842) is a rare ox- 
ami)lc in which religious zeal has allowed and X)erliaps magnified 
the virtues of an heretic and a piersccutor. His valour was often 
felt by the enemies, and his justice by the subjects, of the monarchy ; 
but the valour of Theophilus was rash and fruitless, and his justice 
arbitrary and cruel. He displayed the banner of the cross against 
the Saracens ; but his five expeditions were concluded by a signal 
overthrow : Amorium, the native city of liis ancestors, was levelled 
with the ground, and from his military toils 1 q derived only the sur^ 
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name of the Unfortunate. The justice of Theophilus was fashioned 
on the model of the Oriental despots, who, in personal and irregular 
acts of authority, consult the reason or passion of the moment, with- 
out measuring the sentence by the law, or the penalty by the 
olfence. For some venial otfences, some defect of equity or vigi- 
lance, the principal ministers, a praefect, a qua?stor, a captain of the 
guards, were banished or mutilated, or scalded with boiling pitch, 
or burnt alive in the hippodrome ; and as these dreadful examples 
might be the effects of error or caprice, they must have alienated 
from his service the best and wisest of the citizens. But the pride 
of the monarch was flattered in the exercise of power, or, as he 
thought, of virtue ; and the people, safe in their obscurity, applauded 
the danger and debasement of their superiors. 

§ 17. Theophilus intrusted his wife, 'I’heodora, with the guar- 
dianship of the empire and her son Michael ill. (a. d. 842-867), who 
was left an orphan in the fifth year of his age. The restoration of 
images, and the final extirpation of the Iconoclasts, has endeared 
the name of Theodora to the devotion of the Greeks. After thirteen 
years of a prudent and frugal administration, she perceived the de- 
cline of her influence ; but tKe second Irene imitated only the virtues 
of her predecessor. Instead of conspiring against the life or govern- 
ment of her son, she retired without a struggle, though not without 
a murmur, to the solitude of private life, deploring the ingratitude, 
the vices, and the inevitable ruin of the worthless youth. Among 
the successors of Nero and Elagabalus we have not hitherto found 
the imitation of their vices,’ the character of a Roman prince 
who considered pleasure as the object of life, and virtue as the 
enemy of pleasure. Like Nero, he delighted in the amusements 
of the theatre, and sighed to be surpassed in the accomplish- 
ments in which he should have blushed to excel. Yet th.e 
studies of Nero in music and poetry betrayed some symptoms of a 
liberal taste ; the more ignoble arts of the son of 'J’heophilus were 
confined to the chariot-race of the hiyipodrome. 'i'he four factions 
which had agitated the y)eace, still amused the idleness, of the 
ca 2 )ital : for himself, the emperor assumed the blue livery ; the three 
rival colours were distributed to his favourites, and in the vile 
though eager contention he forgot the dignity of his 2 )erson and the 
safety of his dominions. But the most extraordinary feature in 
the character of Michael is the profane mockery of the religion of 
his country. A buffoon of the court was invested in the robes or 
the patriarch : his twelve metroiX)litans, among whom the emperor 
was ranked, assumed their ecclesiastical garments : they used or 
abused the sacred vessels of the altar ; and in their bacchanalian 
feasts the holy communion was administered in a nauseous com- 
pound of vinegar and mustard. By this extravagant conduct the 
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son of Theophilus became as contemptible as he was odious ; every 
citizen was impatient for the deliverance of his countiy ; and even 
the favourites of the moment were apprehensive that a caprice might 
snatch away what a caprice had bestowed. In the 30th year of his 
a'^e, and in the hour of intoxication and sleep, Michael III. was 
murdered in his chamber by the founder of a new dynasty, whom 
the emperor had raised to an equality of rank and power. 

§ 18. Basil I., the Macedonian (a. d. 867-886), was a native of 
Adrianople, and probably a Slavonian, but he claimed descent from 
the Macedonian Alexander, and from the royal family of the Arme- 
nian Arsacidiu. In his infanc}'' his family, and his city, were swept 
away by an inundation of the Bidgarians ; he was educated a slave 
in a foreign land ; and in this severe discipline he acquired the har- 
diness of body and flexibility of mind which promoted his future 
elevation. In the age of youth or manhood he shared the deliver- 
ance of the Homan captives, who generously broke their fetters, 
marched through Bulgaria to the shores of the Euxine, defeated two 
armies of barbarians, embarked in the ships which had been sta- 
tioned for their reception, and returned to Constantinople. Basil 
entered the service of a cousin and namesake of the emperor Theo- 
philus, attended his patron to the government of Pelo|;)Oiinesus, 
and formed an useful connection with a wealthy and charitable 
matron of Patras, who adopted him as her son. Danielis presented 
him with thirty slaves ; and the produce of her bounty was expended 
in the support of his brothers, and the purchase of some large estates 
in Macedonia. His gratitude or ambition still attached him to the 
service of Theophilus ; a lucky accident recommended him to the 
notice of the court ; he soon obtained the confidence of Michael, and 
was at length invested with the title of A\igustus and the govern- 
ment of the empire. He supported this unequal association till his 
influence was fortified by jDopular esteem. His life was endangered 
by the caprice of the emperor ; and his dignity was profaned by a 
second colleague, who had rowed in the gallcj^s. Yet the murder 
of his benefactor must be condemned as an act of ingratitude and 
treason ; and the churches which he dedicated to the name of St. 
Michael were a poor and puerile expiation of his guilt. 

The life or panegyric of Basil has been composed and xnihlished 
under the long reign of his descendants ; but even their stability on 
the throne may be justly ascribed to the superior merit of their an- 
cestor. In his character, his grandson Constantine has attempted 
to delineate a perfect image of royalty : hut the most solid praise of 
Basil is drawn from the comparison of a ruined and a flourishing 
monarchy, that which he wrested from the dissolute Michael, and 
that which he bequeathed to the Macedonian dynasty. The evils 
which had been sanctified by time and example were corrected by 
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his master-hand ; and he revived, if not the national spirit, at least 
the order and majesty of the Eoman empire. His military service 
had been confined to the palace ; nor was the emperor endowed with 
the spirit or the talents of a warrior. Yet tinder his reign the Bo* 
man arms were again formidable to the barbarians. As soon as he 
had formed a new* army by discipline and exercise, he appeared in 
jierson on the banks of the Euphrates, curbed the pride of the Sa- 
racens, and suppressed the dangerous though just revolt of the 
Manichaeans. But his principal merit was in the civil administra- 
tion of thd finances and of the laws. The change of language and 
manners demanded a revision of the obsolete jurisprudence of Justi- 
nian ; the voluminous bodj'” of his Institutes, Pandects, Code, and 
Novels was digested under 40 titles, in the Greek idiom; and the 
Basilica, which were improved and completed by his son and grand- 
son, must be referred to the original genius of the founder of their 
race. 


§ 19. Of the four sons of Basil, Constantine died before his 
father; Stephen, the youngest, was content with the honours of 

^ a patriarch and a saint ; 

both Leo and Alexander 

4 Am were alike invested wdth 

fe ^ 3 ^ purple, but the powers 

^ ‘ government were solely 

exercised by the elder bro- 
ther. The name of Leo 

Gold coin of Bitsll 1. and his son Ck>nstantine, from VT fK ftftG Q11N 'Koa 
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emperors, holding large cross, with basilios et been dignified with the 

cx)NSTANT. AVGo. UeveiBe; the Saviour seated, ...i ” j. . i-.,,* 

with + ms. XUS. hex. ueqnabtivji. 1^11® phllosopheii , but 

if we inquire the reason 
of his sage appellation, it can only be replied, that the son of Basil 
was less ignorant than the greater part of his contemporaries in 
church and state ; that his education had been direct^ by the 
learned Photius; and that several books of profane and eclesiastical 
science wore composed by the pen, or in the name, of the Imperial 
philosopher. But the reputation of his philosophy and religion was 
overthrown by a domestic vice, the repetition of his nuptials. Ac- 
cording to the Greek Church, after the death of either party the 
survivor might marry a second time; but a third marriage was 
censured as a stale of legal fornication ; and a fourth was a sin or 
scandal as yet unknown to the Christians of the East. In his three 
first alliances Leo had na children ; and after the birth of a son by 
his concubine Zoe, the emperor declared his intention of legitimat- 
ing the mother and the child by the celebration of his fourth 
nuptials. But the patriarch Nicholas refused his blessing : and the 
contumacious husband of Zoe was excluded from the communion of 
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the faithful. NTeither the fear of exile, nor the desertion of his bre- 
thren, nor the authority of the Latin church, nor the danger of 
failure or doubt in the succession to the empire, could bend the 
spirit of the inflexible monk. After the death of Leo he was re- 
called from exile to the civil and ecclesiastical administration ; and 
the edict of union which was promulgated in tl^ name of Constan- 
tine condemned the future scandal of fourth marriages, and left a 
tacit imputation on his own birtlu 

. § 20. In the Greek language purple and porphyry are the same 
word. An apartment of the Byzantine palace was lined with 
jwphyry : it was reserved for the use of the pregnant empresses ; 
and the royal birth of their children was expressed by the appel- 
lation of liorphyrogenitc, or born in the purple. Several of the 
Jtoinan princes had been blessed with an heir ; but this peculiar 
surname was first applied to Constantine VII. (a.d. 911-959). He 
was only six years of age at his father’s death ; and the son of Leo 
was ever the voluntary or reluctant subject of those who oppressed 
his weakness or abused his confidence. His uncle Alexander, who 
had long been invested with the title of Augustus, was the first 
colleague and governor of the young prince ; and after his death 
(a.d. 912) the succeeding years of the minority of Constantine were 
occupied by his mother Zoe, and a succession or council of seven 
regents, who pursued their interest, gratifial their passions, aban- 
doned the republic, supplanted each other, and finally vanished in 
the presence of a soldier. From an obscure origin Romaniis 
Lecapenus had raised himself to the command of the naval armies ; 
and in the anarchy of the times had deserved, or at least had ob- 
tained, the national esteem. With a victorious and affectionate 
fleet he sailed from the mouth of the Danube into the harbour of 
Constantinople, and was hailed as the deliverer of the people and 
the guardian of the prince. Ilis supreme office was at first defined 
by the new api)eUation of father of the emperor ; but Bomanus soon 
disdained the subordinate powei-s Of a minister, and assumed, with 
the titles of Cassar and Augustus, the full independence of royalty, 
which ho held near 25 years (a.d. 919-944). His three sons, 
Christopher, Stephen, and Constantine VIII., were successively 
adorned with the same honours, and the lawful emi^eror was 
degraded from the first to the fifth rank in this college of princes. 
Yet, in the preservation of his life and crown, he might still 
applaud his own fortune and the clemency of the usurper. The 
studious temper and retirement of Constantine disarmed the jea- 
lousy of power; and his books and music, his pen and his penci., 
were a constant source of amusement. The fall of Bomanus was 
occasioned by his own vices and those of his children. After the 
decease of Christopher, his eldest son, the two surviving brothers 
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quarrelled with each other and conspired against their father. At 
the hour of noon, wdien all strangers were regularly excluded from 
the palace, they entered his apartment with an armed force, and 
conveyed him, in the habit of a monk, to a small island in the 
Propontis, which was peopled by a religious community, ^'he 
rumour of this doipestic revolution excited a tumult in the city ; 
but Porphyrogenitus alone, the true and lawful emperor, was the 
object of the public care ; and the sons of Lecapenus were taught, 
by tardy experience, that they had achieved a guilty and X'crilous 
enterprise for the benefit of their rival. Their sister Helena, the 
wife of Porphyrogenitus, revealed, or supposed, their treacherous 
design of assassinating her husband at tlie royal banquet. His 
loyal adherents were alarmed, and the two usurpers were prevented, 
seized, degraded from the purple, and embarked for the same island 
and monastery where their father had been so lately confined. Old 
Ptomanns met them on the beach with a sarcastic smile, and, after 
a just reproach of their folly and ingratitude, X'^sented his Imperial 
colleagues with an equal share of his water and vegetable diet. In 
the 40th year of his reign Constantine VII. obtained the possession 
of the Eastern world, which he ruled, or seemed to rule, near 15 
years. He neglected the x>i’actice, to instruct his sou Komanus in 
the theory, of government ; and, while he indulged the habits of 
intemperance and sloth, he dropi)ed the reins of the administration 
into the hands of Helena his wife. 

§ 21. The death of Constantino was imputed to poison ; and his 
son Romamis II. (a.d. %9-963), who derived that name from his 
maternal grandfather, ascended the throne of Constantinople. A 
prince w'ho, at the age of 20, could be suspected of anticiijating 
his inheritance, must have been ali’eady lost in the public esteem ; 
yet Romanus was rather weak than wicked ; and the largest share 
of the guilt was transferred to his wife, Theophano, a w'oman of 
base origin, masculine sx>irit, and flagitious manners. The sense of 
X^ersonal glory and public happiness, the true pleasures of royalty, 
w^ere unknown to the son of Constantine; and, while the two 
brothers, Nicephoriis and Leo, triumx>hcd over the Saracens, the 
hours which the emperor owed to his people w’'cre consumed in the 
circus and the chase. After a reign of four years Theophano 
mingled for her husband the same deadly draught which she had 
composed for his father. 

After the death of her husband, the empress aspired to reign 
in the name of her two sons, Basil II. and Constantine IX., the 
elder of whom was five, and the younger only two years of age ; 
but she soon felt the instability of a throne which' was supported by 
a female who could not be esteemed, and two infants who could not 
be feared. Theoi^hano looked around for a protector, and threw 
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herself into the arms of the bravest soldier ; but the deformity of 
the new favourite rendered it more than probable that interest 
was the motive and excuse of her love. Nicephorus Phocas united, 
in the ]x>pular opinion, the double merit of an hero and a saint. In 
the former character his qualifications were genuine and splendid, 
llis religion was of a more ambiguous cast ; and his hair-cloth, his 
fasts, his pious idiom, and his wish to retire from the business of the 
world, were a convenient mask for his dark and dangerous ambitiofi. 
Yet he imposed on an holy patriarch, by whose influence and by a 
decree of the senate, he was intrusted, during the minority of the 
young princes, with the absolute and independent command of the 
Oriental armies. As soon as he had secured the leaders and the 
troops he boldly marched to Constantinople, trampled on his ene- 
mies, avowed his correspondence with the empress, and, without 
degrading her sons, assumed, with the title of Augustus, the pre- 
eminence of rank and the plenitude of power. The popularity of 
the emperor was lost in the purple ; in a reign of six years (a.d. 
963-969) he provoked the hatred of strangers and subjects, and 
the hypocrisy and avarice of the first Nicephorus were revived in 
his successor. But the revenue was strictly applied to the service of 
the state : each spring the emperor marched in person against the 
Saracens ; and every Homan might compute the employment of his 
taxes in triumphs, conquests, and the security of the Eastern barrier. 

§ 92. Among the warriors who promoted his elevation and served 
under his standard, a noble and valiant Armenian had deserved and 
obtained the most eminent rewards. The stature of John Zimisces 
was below the ordinary standard;* but this diminutive body was 
endowed with strengtli, beauty, and the soul of an hero. By the 
jealousy of the emperor’s broth (u* he was degraded from the office of 
general of the East to that of director of the posts, and his murmurs 
were chastise<l with disgrace and exile. But Zimisces was ranked 
among the numerous lovers of the empress : on her intercession he 
was permitted to reside at Chalcedon, in the neighbourhood of the 
capital ; and Theophano consented with alacrity to the death of an ugly 
and penurious husband. Nicephorus was murdered in the palace ; 
and as soon as his head was shown from the window, the tumiiH was 
hushed, and the Armenian was emperor of the East (a.d. 969-976). 
On the day of his coronation he was stopped on the threshold of 
St. Sophia by the intrepid pjatriarch, who charged his conscience 
with the deed of treason and blood, and required, as a sign of re- 
pentance, that he should separate himself from his more criminal 
associate. This sally of apostolic zeal was not oflensive to the 
prince, since he could neither love nor trust a woman who had 

* Zimisces is an Armenian word, and was given to John on account of his 
short stature. 
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repeatedly violated the most sacred obligations; and Theophano, 
instead of sharing his Imperial fortune, was dismissed with igno- 
miny from his bed and palace. The public indignation was appeased 
by her exile and the punishment of the meaner accomplices : tlie 
death of an unpopular prince was forgiven ; and the guilt of Zimisces 

was forgotten in the splen- 
dour of his virtues. The 
greatest part of his reign 
was employed in the camp 
and the field : his personal 
valour and activity were 
signalised on the Danube 
and the Tigris, the ancient 
boundaries of the Roman 
world ; and by his double 
triumph over the Russians- 
and the Saracens he de- 
served the titles of saviour 
of the empire and conqueror of the East. In his last return from 
Syria he observed that the most fruitful lands of his new provinces 
were possessed by the eunuchs. “ And is it for them,** he exclaimed, 
with honest indignation, “ that we have fought and conquered ? Is 
it for them that we shed our blood and exhaust the treasures of our 
people ?” The complaint was re-echoed to the palace, and the death 
of Zimisces is strongly marked with the suspicion of poison. 

§ 23. Under the usurpation, or regency, of Nicephorus and John 
Zimisces, the two lawful emperors, Basil II. and Constantine IX, 
had silently grown to the ago of manhood. Their want of expe- 
rience detained them twelve years longer the obscure and voluntaiy 
pupils of a minister who extended his reign by persuading them to 
indulge the pleasures of youth and to disdain the labours of govern- 
ment, In this silken web the weakness of Constantine was for ever 
entangled ; but his elder brother felt the impulse of genius and the 
desire of action ; he frowned, and the minister was no more. After 
he had confirmed his own authority, the trophies of Nicephorus and 
Zimisces would not suffer their royal pupil to sleep in the palace. 
His long and frequent expeditions against the Saracens were rather 
glorious than useful to the empire ; but the final destruction of the 
kingdom of Bulgaria appears, since the time of Belisariiis, the most 
important triumph of the Roman arms. Yet, instead of applauding 
their victorious prince, his subjects detested the rapacious and rigid 
avarice of Basil ; and, in the imperfect narrative of his exploits, we 
can only discern the courage, patience, and ferociousness of a soldier. 
A vicious education, which could not subdue his spirit, had clouded 
his mind ; he was ignorant of every science ; and the remembrance 
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of his learned and feeble grandsire might encourage his real or 
affected contempt of laws and lawyers, of artists and arts. Of such a 
character, in such an age, sui)cr- 
Btition took a firm and lasting 
possession : after the first licence 
of his youth, Basil II. devoted 
his life, in the palace and the 
camp, to the penance of a her- 
mit, wore the monastic habit 
under his robes and armour, ob- 
served a vow of continence, and 
imix)sed on his appetites a per- 
petual abstinence from wine and 
llesh. In the 68th year of his 
age his martial spirit urged him 
to embark in person for a holy 
war against the Saracens of Si- 
cily ; he was prevented by death, 
and Basil, surnamed the Slayer 
of the Bulgarians, was dismissed 
from the world with the bless- 
ings of the clergy and the curses 
of the people (a.d. 1025). After 
his decease, his brother Constan- 
tine enjoyed about 3 years the 
power or rather the pleasures of 
royalty; and hU only care was 
the settlement of the succession. 

He had enjoyed 66 years the title of Augustus ; and the reign of the 
two brothers is the longest and most obscure of the Byzantine history 
(a.d. 1028). 

§ 24. A lineal succession of 5 emperors, in a period of 160 years, 
had attached the loyalty of the Greeks to the Macedonian dynasty, 
which had been thrice respected by the usurpers of their power. 
After the death of Constantine IX., the last male of the royal 
race, a new and broken scene r)resents itself, and the accumulated 
years of 12 emperors do not equal the space of his single reign. 
His elder brother left no children, and Constantine himself had only 
three daughters — Eudocia, who took the veil, and Zoe and Theodora, 
llieodora preferred a life of celibacy, but Zoe, who was already 48 
years of age, was married to Romanus III. Argyrus, who ascended 
the throne u|)on the decease of Constantine (a.d. 1028-1034), ^llie 
empress formed a criminal attachment to a handsome Paphlagonian 
of the name of Michael : she soon justified the Roman maxim that 
every adultress is capable of poisoning her husband ; and the death 
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of Romanus was instantly followed by the scandalous marriage and 
elevation of Michael IV. (a.d. 1034-1041). The expectations of 
Zoe were, however, disappointed : the health and reason of Michael 
were impaired by ei)ileptic fits, and his conscience was tormented 
by despair and remorse. While he groaned and prayed in sack- 
cloth and ashes, his brother, the eunuch John, smiled at his remorse, 
and enjoyed the harvest of a crime of which himself was the secret 
and most guilty author. His administration was only the art of 
satiating his avarice, and Zoo became a captive in the palace of her 
fathers and in the hands of her slaves. When he perceived the 
irretrievable decline of his brother’s health he introduced his nephew, 
another Michael, who derived his surname of Calaphates from his 
father’s occupation in the careening of vessels : at the command of 
the eunuch, Zoe adopted for her son the son of a mechanic ; and this 
fictitious heir was invested with the title and purple of the Caisars 
in the presence of the senate and clergy. So feeble was the cha- 
racter of Zoe, that she was oppressed by the liberty and power 
which she recovered by the death of the Patihlagonian ; and at the 
end of four days she placed the crown on the liead of Michael V. 
(a.d. 1041-1042), who had protested with tears and oatlis that he 
should ever reign the first and most obedient of her subjects. ^Jlie 
only act of his short -reign was his base ingratitude to his benefac- 
tors, the eunuch and the empress. The disgrace of the former was 
pleasing to the public ; but the murmurs, and at length the cla- 
mours, of Constantinople deplored the exile of Zoe, the daughter 
of so many cmiierors ; her vices were forgotten, and Michael was 
taught that there is a jieriod in which the patience of the tamcL.t 
slaves rises into fury and revenge. The citizens of every degree 
assembled in a formidable tumult which lasted three days ; they 
besieged the palace, forced the gates, recalled their mothers. Zoo 
from her prison, Theodora from lier monastery, and condemned tlie 
son of Calaphates to the loss of his eyes or of his life. For the first 
time the Greeks beheld witli surprise the two royal sisters seated on 
tlie same throne, presiding in the senate, and giving audience to the 
ambassadors of the nations. But this singular union subsisted no 
more than two months ; the two sovereigns, their tempers, interests, 
and adherents, were secretly hostile to each other ; and as Theodora 
was still averse to marriage. Zoo at the age of 60 married a third 
husband. His name and number were Constantine X., surhamed 
Moncrmachus (a.d. 1042-1054). His health was broken by the 
tortures of the gout, and liis dissolute reign was spent in the alter- 
native of sickness and pleasure. He survived Zoo ; but the last 
measures of Constantine to change the order of succession were 
prevented by the more vigilant friends of Theodora ; and after his 
decease she resumed, with the general consent, the possession of her 
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iuheritance. In her name, and by the influence of four eunuchs, 
the Eastern' world was peaceably governed about 19 months (a.d. 
1054-1056) ; and as they wished to jjrolong their dominion, they 
Ijersuaded the aged princess to nominate for her successor Michael V 1. 
(a.d. 1056-1057). The surname of Stratioticus declares his military 
profession ; but the crazyand decrepit veteran could only see with the 
eyes, and execute with the hands, of his ministers. Whilst he ascended 
the throne, Theodora sunk into the grave— the last of the Macedonian 
or Basilian dynasty. I have hastily reviewed and gladly dismiss this 
shameful and destructive period of 28 years, in which the Greeks, 
degraded below the common level of servitude, were transferred, like 
a herd of cattle, by the choice or caprice of two impotent females. 

§ 25. From this night of slavery a ray of freedom, or at least of 
spirit, begins to emerge : the Greeks either preserved or revived the 
use of surnames, which perpetuate the fame of hereditary virtue : 
and we now discern the rise, succession, and alliances of the last 
dynasties of Constantinople and Trebizond. The Comneni, who 
upheld for a while the fate of the sinking empire, assumed the 
honour of a Homan origin; but the family had been long since 
transported fisom Italy to Asia. The first of their lino was the 
illustrious Manuel, who, in the reign of the second Basil, contri- 
buted by war and treaty to appease the troubles of the East. Ho 
left in a tender ago two sons, Isaac and John, whom, with the con- 
sciousness of desert, ho bequeathed to the gratitude and favour of 
his sovereign. The noble youths were carefully trained in the 
learning of the monastery, the arts of the palace, and the exercises 
of the camp ; and from the domestic service of the guards, they 
were rapidly promoted to the command of provinces and armies. 
The soldiers had served with reluctant loyalty a scries of cfleminate 
masters; the elevation of Michael VI. was a personal insult to the 
more deserving generals ; and their discontent was inflamed by the 
parsimony of the emperor and the insolence of the eunuchs. They 
secretly assembled in the sanctuary of St. Sophia, decided to elevate 
Isaac Comiienus to the empire, and separated without delay to meet 
in the plains of Phrygia at the head of their respective squadrons and 
detachments. The cause of Michael was defended in a single battle 
by the mercenaries of the Imperial guard, after whose defeat Michael 
was degraded to the condition of a monk, and Isaac Comnenus was uni- 
versally acknowledged as emperor (a.d. 1057-1059). But the failure 
of his health induced him to resign the crown, after wearing it only 
two years (a.d. 1059). His brother John either refused the purple 
or his claims were set aside by Isaac (for authorities differ), and 
Constantine Ducas, a friend of the Comnenian house, was declared 
emx)eror. In the monastic habit Isaac recovered his health, and 
survived two years his voluntary abdication. 
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§ 26. Constantino XI. (a.d. 1059-1067) was anxious to secure, 
at the expense of the republic, the power and prosperity of his 
children. His three sons, Michael VII., Andronicus I., and Con- 
stantine XII., were invested in a tender age with the equal title of 
Augustus ; and the succession was speedily opened by their father’s 
death. His widow, Eudocia, was intrusted with the administration ; 
but before the end of seven months, she chose as her second hus- 
band Romanus IV. Diogenes, who filled the imperial station with 
dignity and honour (a.d. 1067-1071). Hereafter I shall relate his 
valiant but unsuccessful efforts to resist the progress of the Turks. 
His defeat and captivity inflicted a deadly wound on the Byzantine 
monarchy of the East ; and after he was released from the chains of 
the sultan, he vainly sought his wife and his subjects. His wife 
had been thrust into a monastery, and the subjects of Romanus had 
embraced the rigid maxim of the civil law, that a prisoner in the 
hands of the enemy is deprived, as by the stroke of death, of all the 
public and private rights of a citizen. In the general consternation 
the Cassar John asserted the indefeasible right of his three nephews. 
Constantinople listened to his voice ; and the Turkish captive was 
proclaimed in the capital, and received on the frontier, as an enemy 
of the republic. Romanus was not more fortunate in domestic than 
in foreign war : the loss of two battles compelled him to yield, on 
the assurance of fair and honourable treatment ; but his enemies 
were devoid of faith or humanity ; and after the cruel extinction of 
his sight, his wounds were left to bleed and corrupt, till in a few 
days he was relieved from a state of misery. Under the triple reign 
of tlie house of Ducas (a.d. 1071-1078), the two younger brothers 
were reduced to the vain honours of the purple ; but the eldest, the 
pusillanimous Michael, was incapable of sustaining the Roman 
sceptre ; and his surname of Parax^inaces denotes the reproach 
which he shared with an avaricious favourite, who enhanced the 
price and diminished the measure of wheat. Strong in the contempt 
of their sovereign and their own esteem, two generals, at the head of 
the European and Asiatic legions, assumed the purple at Adrianople 
and Nice. They bore the same name of Nieexihorus, but the two 
candidates were' distinguished by the surnames of Biyennius and 
Botaniates. The latter was successful : the feeble Michael resigned 
the ensigns of royalty, and was rewarded with the monastic habit 
and the title of Archbishop of Ephesus. 

§ 27. John Comnenus, the brother of the emperor Isaac, left 
eight children, of whom Isaac and Alexius restored the Imperial 
greatness of their house. The mother of the Comneni, with her 
aspiring race, was accused of treason, and banished by the sons of 
Ducas to an island in the Propontis. The two brothers soon emerged 
into favour and action, fought by each otlier’s side against the rebels 
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and barbarians, and adhered to the emperor Michael till he was 
deserted by the world and by himself. They were also intimsted 
by Nicephorus Botauiates with important commands; but they 
soon incurred the suspicion of the emperor ; and, fearing for their 
lives, they sallied from the city, and erected the standard of civil 
war. The soldiers who had been gradually assembled in the capital 
and the neighbourhood were devoted to the cause of a victorious and 
injured leader ; and the generous dispute of the Comneni was ter- 
minated by the decisive resolution of Isaac, who was the first to 
invest his younger brother with the name and ensigns of royalty. 
They returned to Constantinople, to threaten rather than besiege 
that impregnable fortress ; but the fidelity of the guards was cor- 
rupted ; Alexius ascended the throne, and his aged competitor 
disappeared in a monastery. 

§ 28. The life of the emperor Alexius I. (a. d. 1081-1118) has 
been delineated by a favourite daughter, who w^as inspired by a 
tender regard for his person and a laudable zeal to perpetuate his 
virtues. Conscious of the just suspicion of her readers, the princess 
Anna Comnena repeatedly protests that truth, the naked perfect 
truth, was more dear and sacred than the memory of her parent. 
Yet, instead of the simplicity of style and narrative which wins our 
belief, an elaborate affectation of rhetoric and science betrays in 
every page the vanity of a female author. The genuine character 
of Alexius is lost in a vague constellation of virtues ; and the 
perpetual strain of panegyric and apology awakens our jealousy to 
question the veracity of the historian and the merit of the hero. 
We cannot, however, refuse her judicious and important remark, 
that the disorders of the times were the misfortune and the glory of 
Alexius ; and that every calamity which can afflict a declining 
empire was accumulated on his reign by the justice of Heaven and 
the vices of his predecessors. In the East, the victorious Turks 
had spread, from Persia to the Hellespont, the reign of the Koran 
and the Crescent ; the West was invaded by the adventurous 
valour of the Normans ; and, in the moments of peace, the Danube 
poured forth new swarms, who had gained in the science of war 
what they had lost in the ferociousness of manners. The sea was 
not less hostile than the land ; and while the frontiers were assaulted 
by an open enemy, the palace was distracted with secret treason and 
conspiracy. On a sudden the banner of the Cross was displayed by 
the Latins ; Europe was precipitated on Asia ; and Constantinople 
had almost been swept away by this impetuous deluge. In the 
tempest Alexius steered the Imperial vessel with dexterity and 
courage. At the head of his armies he was bold in action, skilful 
in stratagem, patient of fatigue, ready to improve his advantages, 
and rising from his defeats with inexhaustible vigour. The disci- 
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Xjlme of the camp was revived, and a new generation of men and 
soldiers was created by the example and the precepts of their leader. 
In his intercourse with the Latins, Alexius was patient and artful : 
his discerning eye pervaded the new system of an unknown world ; 
and 1 shall hereafter describe the superior policy with which he 
balanced the interests and passions of the champions of the first 
crusade. In a long reign of 37 years he subdued and pardoned the 
envy of his equals : the laws of public and private order were 
restored : the arts of wealth and science were cultivated : the limits 
of the empire were enlarged in Europe and Asia; and the Com- 
nenian sceptre was transmitted to his children of the third and fourth 
generation. 

§ 29. It was the wish of the empress Irene to supidant the eldest 
of her surviving sons in favour of her daughter the princess Anna, 
whose philosophy would not have refused the weight of a diadem. 
But the order of male succession was asserted by the friends of their 
country, and John II. was acknowledged as emperor (a.d. 1118-1143). 
In the same person the claims of primogeniture and merit were 
fortunately united ; his swarthy complexion, harsh features, and 
diminutive stature had suggested the ironical surname of Calo- 
Joannes, or John the Handsome, which his grateful subjects more 
seriously applied to the beauties of his mind. Anna Comnena was 
stimulated by ambition and revenge to conspire against the life of 
her brother; but her life was spared, and the reproach or com- 
plaint of an injured brother was the only chastisement of the 
guilty princess. After this examine of clemency, the remainder of 
his reign was never disturbed by conspiracy or rebellion : feared by 
his nobles, beloved by his people, John was never reduced to the 
painful necessity of punishing, or even of pardoning, his personal 
enemies. The only defect of this accomplished cliaracter was 
the frailty of noble minds — tlic love of arms and military glory. 
Yet the frequent expeditions of John the Handsome may be jus- 
tified, at least in their principle, by the necessity of repelling 
ihe Turks from the IIellesix>nt and the Bos]iorus. The sultan 
of Iconium was confined to his capital, the barbarians were driven 
to the mountains, and the maritime provinces of Asia enjoyed 
the transient blessings of their deliverance. From Constantinople 
to Antioch and Aleppo he repeatedly marched at the head of a vic- 
torious Army; and in the sieges and battles of this holy war liis 
Latin allies Were astonished by the superior spirit and prowess of a 
Greek. Ashe began to indulge the ambitious hope of restoring the 
ancient limits of the emigre, the thread of his life and of the public 
felicity was broken by a singular accident. Ho hunted the wild 
boar in the valley of Anazarbus, and had fixed his javelin in the 
I)ody of the furious animal, but in the struggle a poisoned arrow 
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§ 30. John the Handsome was succeeded by Manuel I. (a. d. 
1143-1181), the youngest of his two surviving sons. He emulated 
the spirit and shared the talents of his father, whose social virtues 
were buried in the grave. A reign of 37 years is filled by a per- 
petual though various warfare against the Turks, the Christians, 
and the hordes of the wilderness beyond the Danube. The arms of 
Manuel were exercised on Mount Taurus, in the plains of Hungary, 
on the coast of Italy and Egypt, and on the seas of Sicily and 
Greece: the influence of his negotiations extended from Jerusalem 
to Rome and Russia ; and the Byzantine monarchy for a while 
became an object of respect or terror to the powers of Asia and 
Europe. Educated in the silk and purple of the East, Manuel 
]X)ssessed the iron temper of a soldier, which cannot easily be 
paralleled, except in the lives of Richard I. of England and of 
Charles XII. of Sweden. Such was his strength and exercise in 
arms that Raymond, sumamed the Hercules of Antioch, was in- 
capable of wielding the lance and buckler of the .Greek emperor* 
in one day he is said to have slain above 40 of the barbarians with 
.his own hand ; he returned to the camp, dragging along four 
Turkish prisoners, whom he had tied to the rings of his saddle : 
he was ever the foremost to provoke or to accept a single combat ; 
and the gigantic champions who encountered his arm were trans- 
pierced by the lance or cut asunder by the sword of the invincible 
Manuel.^ With the valour of a soldier he did not unite the skill or 
. prudence of a general : his victories were not productive of any per- 
manent or useful conquest ; and his Turkish laurels were blasted in 
liis last unfortunate campaign, in which he lost his army in the 
mountains of Pisidia, and owed his delivei’ance to the generosity of 
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the sultan. But the most singular feature in the character of 
Manuel is the contrast and vicissitude of labour and sloth, of hardi- 
ness and eifeminacy. In war he seemed ignorant of peace, in peace 
he appeared incapable of war. In the field he slept in the sun or in 
tlie snow, tired in the longest marches the strength gf his men and 
horses, and shared with a smile the abstinence or diet of the camp. 
No sooner did he return to Constantinople than he resigned himself 
to the arts and pleasures of a life of luxury : the expense of his 
dress, his table, and his palace surpassed the measure of his xirede- 
cessors, and whole summer days were idly wasted in the delicious 
isles of the Propontis. By his second wife, Maria of Antioch, he 
left a son, named Alexius, who, at the age of 10 years ascended the 
Byzantine throne, after his father’s decease had closed the glories of 
the Comncnian line. 

§ 31. The throne of Alexius II. (a.d. 1181-1183) was soon sub- 
verted by Andronicus, younger son of Isaac, and grandson of Alexius 
Comnenus, one of the most conspicuoxis characters of the age, whose 
genuine adventures might form the subject of a very singular ro- 
mance. During the long reign of Manuel he was exposed to the 
secret suspicion or open hostility of the emi)eror ; he passed more than 
12 years in prison ; and was frequently obliged to fly for his life, at 
one time to the duke of Bussia, and at other times to the Maho- 
metan courts. The death of Manuel and the disorders of the mi- 
nority at length opened the fairest field to his ambition. The emxicror 
was a boy, without vigour, or wisdom, or experience ; his mother, 
the empress Mary, abandoned her person and government to a fa- 
vourite of the Comncnian name; and his sister, another Mary, 
wliose husband, an Italian, was decorated with the title of Ciesar, 
excited a conspiracy, and at length an insurrection, against her 
odious stepmother. The provinces were forgotten, the capital was 
in flames, and a century of peace and order was overthrown in the 
vice and weakness of a few months. The general voice called aloud 
for Andronicus, who entered Constantinoxdc without op^iosition. In 
the first months of his administration his designs were veiled by a 
fair semblance of hy{)ocrisy, and the coronation of Alexius was ])er- 
formed with due solemnity. But the numerous adherents of Andio- 
nicus were instructed to maintain that the sinking empire must 
I)erish in the hands of a child ; and the young emperor was himself 
constrained to solicit the association of a colleague, who instantly 
degraded him from the supreme rank. Ilis mother Maria was put 
to death on the chai-ge of a treasonable correspondence with the king 
of Iliingaiy ; and her son was shortly afterwards strangled with a 
bowstring. 

The government of Andronicus (a.d. 1183-1185) exhibited a sin- 
gular contrast of vice and virtue. When he list< 3 ned to his passions, 



A.D. 1181-1185. 


ANDRONICUS. 


427 


he was the scourge ; when he consulted his reason, the father of his 
people. His memory was stored with a black list of the enemies 
and rivals who had traduced his merit, opposed his greatness, 
or insulted his misfortunes ; and the only comfort of his exile 
was the sacred hope and promise of revenge. The necessary ex- 
tinction of the young emperor and his mother imx)osed the fatal 
obligation of extirpating the friends who hated, and might punish, 
the assassin ; and the repetition of murder rendered him less willing 
and less able to forgive. The noblest of l:he Greeks, more especially 
tliose whOj by descent or alliance, might dispute the Comnenian 
inheritance, escaped from the monster’s den : Nice or Prusa,* Sicily 
or Cyprus, were their places of refuge ; and as their flight was 
already criminal, they aggravated their offence by an open revolt 
and the Imperial title. Yet Andronicus resisted the daggers and 
swords of his most formidable enemies : Nice and Prusa were 
reduced and chastised : the Sicilians were content with the sack of 
Thcssalonica ; and the distance of Cyi>rus was not more propitious 
to the rebel than to the tyrant. His throne was subverted by a 
rival without merit, and a people without arms. Isaac Angelus, a 
descendant in the female line from the great Alexius, was marked 
as a victim by the prudence or superstition of the emperor. The 
people es|X)used his cause, and Isaac, the second of the name, 
was raised from the sanctuary to the throne. The tyrant, deserted 
by every one, attempted to fly, but was overtaken, and aban- 
doned by the new sovereign to the numerous sufferers whom he 
had deprived of a father, a husband, or a friend. After a thousand 
blows and outrages, Andronicus was hung by the feet between two 
pillars ; and every hand that could reach the public enemy inflicted 
on his body some mark of ingenious or brutal cruelty, till two 
friendly or furious Italians, plunging their swords into his body, 
released him from all human punishment (a.d. 1 185). 

With the death of Andronicus I shall here terminate the series of 
the Greek emperors since the time of Heraclius. The branches that 
sprang from the Comnenian trunk had insensibly withered, and the 
male line was continued only in the posterity of Andronicus him- 
self, who, in the public confusion, usurped the sovereignty of Trebi- 
zond, so obscure in history, and so famous in romance. A private 
citizen of Philadelphia, Constantine Angelus, had emerged to wealth 
and honours by his marriage with the daughter of the emperor 
Alexius. His son Andronicus is conspicuous only by his cowardice. 
His grandson Isaac II. (a.d. 1185-1195) punished and succeeded 
the tyrant ; but he was dethroned by his own vices and the ambi- 
tion of his brother ; and their discord introduced the Latins to the 
•conquest of Constantinople, the first great period in the fall of the 
Eastern empire (a.d. 1204). 




Second Council of Nice, x.v. laY, licld in the presence of tlie emperor, Constiintine VI., 
son of Loo HI. and Irene. See p. 436. From a MS. in the Vatican. (U’Agincourt, 
tav. 32.)* 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

THE ICONOCLASTS : REVOLT OF ITALY AND ROME : THE FRANKS : 
CHARLEMAGNE AND HIS SUCCESSORS. 

§ 1. The worship of images. § 2. Persecution of images and the monks by 
Leo III. and Constantine V. §3. Kevolt of Italy t Kepiiblic of Kome. 
§4. Rome attacked by the Lombards. §5. Her dcdiverance by Pepin: 
Conquest of Lombardy by ChaTleniagne § 6. Mutual obligations of the 
popes and the Carlo vingian family. § 7. Restoration of images in the 
East. § 8 Final separation of the popes from the eastern empire : Coro- 
nation of Charlemagne as Emperor of Rome and the West. § 9. Reign 
and character of Cliarlemagne § 10. Extent of his empire. § 11. Suc- 
cessors of Charlemagne. § 12. Otho restores the western empire. § 13. 
Authority of the emperors in the election of the popes: Relonnation and 
claims of the church by Gregory. § 14. Authority of the emperors- in 
Rome: Revolt of Albenc and of the Consul Crescentius. § 15. The 
Italian republics: Frederic I. and Frederic II. § 16. Independence of tlie 
princes of Germany ; the Germanic Constitution §17. German architcc- 
ture. 

§ 1. Among the objects of ecclesiastical history by which the decline 
and fall of the Roman empire were materially affected, we may 

* The emperor is represented sitting on a raised seat near the altar, with 
a stool under his feet. The patriarch of Constantinople, with the bishops and 
followers of the Council, are seated around. The figure on the ground in Iront 
icpresents an Icpnoclast, whose heresy was condemned by the Council, 
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justly rank the worship of images, so fiercely disputed in the eighth 
and ninth centuries ; since a question of popular superstition pro- 
duced the revolt of Italy, the temporal power of the popes, and the 
restoration of the Roman empire in the West. , * 

The worsliip of images had stolen into the church hy insensihle 
degrees, and each petty step was pleasing to thft superstitious mind, 
as productive of comfoi't and innocent of sin. But in the beginning 
of the eighth century, in the full magnitude of the abuse, the more 
timorous Greeks were awakened by an apprehension that, under the 
mask of Christianity, tj>cy had restored the religion of their fathers ; 
they heard, with grief and impatience, tlio name of idolaters— the 
incessant charge of the Jews and Mahometans, who derived from 
the fjaw and the Koran an immortal hatiod to graven images and 
all relative worship. As the worship of images had never been 
established by any general or positive law, its progress in the 
Eastern empire had been retarded, or accelerated, by the ditferences 
of men and manners, the local degrees of refinement, and the per- 
sonal characters of the bishops. 'J’hc splendid devotion was fondly 
cherished by the levity of the capital and the inventive genius of 
the Byzantine clergy ; while the rude and remote districts of Asia 
were strangers to this innovation of sacred luxury. Many large 
congregations of Gnostics and Arians maintained, after their con- 
version, the simple worship which had preceded their separation ; 
and the Armenians, the most warlike subjects of Koine, were not 
reconciled, in the twelfth century, to the sight of images. These 
various denominations of men afforded a fund of prejudice and 
aversion, of small account in the villages of Anatolia or Thrace, but 
which, in the fortune of a soldier, a j)relate, or an eunuch, might be 
often connected with tlie powers of the church and state. 

§ 2. Of such adventurers the most fortunate was the emperor 
Leo 11 r., who, from the mountains of Isanria, ascended the throne 
of the East. He was ignorant of sacred and profane letters ; but 
his education, his reason, perhaps his intercourse with the Jew^s and 
Arabs, had inspired the martial peasant with an hatred of images ; 
and it was held to he the duty of a prince to impose on his subjects 
the dictates of his own conscience. By his edicts the existence 
well as the use of religious pictures were proscribed ; the churches 
of Constjintinoplc and the provinces were cleansed from idolatry ; 
the images of Christ, the Virgin, and the saints were demolished, or 
a smooth surface of plaster was spread over the walls of the edifice, 
'i'hc sect of the Iconoclasts was supported by the zeal and despotism 
of six emperors, and the East and West were involved in a noisy 
conflict of 120 years. It was the design of Leo the Isaurian to 
pronounce the condemnation of images as an article of faith, and 
l)y the authority of a general council ; but the convocation of sucli 
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ail assembly was reserved for his son Constantine, It met in the 
suburbs of Constantinople, and was composed of the respectable 
numlier of 338 bishops of Europe and Anatolia ; for the patriarchs 
of Antioch and Alexandria were the slaves of the caliph, and the 
Homan pontiff had withdrawn the churches of Italy and the West 
from the communion of the Greeks. This Byzantine synod, which 
assumed the rank and powers of the seventh general council (a.d. 
754), pronounced and subscribed an unanimous decree, that all 
visible symbols of Christ, except in the Eucharist, were either 
blasphemous or heretical ; that image-worship was a corruption of 
Christianity and a renewal of Paganism ; that all such monuments 
of idolatry should be broken or erased ; and that those who should 
refuse to deliver the objects of their private superstition were guilty 
of disobedience to the authority of the church and of the emperor. 
The execution of the edicts of Leo and of the decrees of the Council 
of Constantinople was resisted by frequent tumults in Constanti- 
nople and the provinces : the person of Leo was endangered, his 
officers were massacred, and the popular enthusiasm was quelknl by 
the strongest efforts of the civil and military power. The son of 
Leo, in the first year of his reign, had undertaken an expedition 
against the Saracens : during his absence the capital, the palace, 
and the purple were occupied by his kinsman Artavasdes, the 
ambitious champion of the orthodox faith. Constantine flew for 
refuge to his paternal mountains ; but he descended at the liead of 
the bold and affectionate Isaurians ; and his final victory confounded 
the arms and predictions of the fanatics. His long reign was dis- 
tracted with clamour, sedition, cons[)iracy, and iiiutiial hatred and 
sanguinary revenge. In every act of open and clandestine treason 
the emperor felt the unforgiving enmity of the monks, the faithful 
slaves of the superstition to which they owed their riches and in- 
fluence. From the chastisement of individuals he proceeded to the 
abolition of the order ; the public and private w^orship of images 
was rigorously proscribed ; and it should seem that a solemn abjura- 
tidn of idolatry was exacted from the subjects, or at least from 11 »e 
clergy, of the Eastern empire. 

§ 3. The patient East abjured with reluctance her sacred images ; 
they wore fondly cherished, and vigorously- defended, by the inde- 
pendent zeal of the Italians. The first assault of Leo against the 
images of Constantinople had been witnessed by a crowd of strangers 
from Italy and the West, who related with grief and indignation the 
sacrilege of the emperor. But on the reception of Leo’s proscrip- 
tive edict they trembled for their domestic deities ; and a strong 
alternative was proposed to the Roman i>ontifr, the royal favour as 
the price of his compliance, degradation and exile as the penalty of 
pis disobedience. Neither zeal nor policy allowed him to hesitate * 
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and the haughty strain in wliich Gregory addressed the Emperor 
displays his confidence in the truth of his doctrine or the powers oi 
resistance (a. d. 728). Without depending on prayers or miracles. 


The Byzantine pectoral 
cross (ignreU in the annexed 
woodcut consists of t\yo 
cruciform plates of gold, 
enamelled and set in silver 
gilt, united by a hinge, thus 
forming a box or reliquary. 
The setting appears nioiv 
recent than the enamel, and 
is omitted in the woodcut. 
On one of the sides Christ 
is represented on the cross, 
his heail encircled with a 
cruciform nimbus, his beard 
black, his feet nailed sej)a- 
rately to the under tablet 
that supports them. Over 
his head is placed his mo- 
nogram the presence of tlie 
Father is indicated by the 
letter n (initial of netn^p). 
At the foot of the cross is, 
according to Greek custom, 
the skull of Adam (in whose 
tomb the cross was fixed 
at Golgotha). In the right 
branch is placed the bust of 
Uie Virgin : in the left that 
of St. John, with the Sa- 
viour’s address, ** Behold 
thy son, &c.,” inscribed. 
On the other side is a full- 
lenglh figure of the Virgin ; 
above, St. John the Bap- 
tist ; below, St, Paul ; St. 
Peter and St. Andrew on 
the right and left. The 
fillets of this enamel are 
about one-ninth of an inch 
in width, and are slight!}’ 
attached by their edges to 
the back of the plate. The 
form of the letters, tlio 
character of the figures, and 
the style of the piece denote 
Byzantine workmanship, 
some antiquaries say of the 
tenth, others of the twelfth 
century, — (From Labarte, 
Handbook of the Arts of the 
Middle Ages^ p. xxiii.) 
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he boldly armed against the public enemy, and his pastoral letters 
admonished the Italians of their danger and their duty. The Italians 
swore to live and die in the defence of the pope and the holy images. 
At Constantinople the Roman bishops, the second and third Gre- 
gory, were condemned as the authors of the revolt, and every 
attempt was made, either by fraud or force, to seize their persons 
and to strike at their lives. The city was repeatedly visited or 
assaulted by captains of the guards, and dukes and exarchs of high 
dignity or secret trust ; they landed with foreign troops, they ob- 
tained some domestic aid ; but these clandestine or oi)en attacks 
were repelled by the courage and vigilance of the Romans. The 
Greeks also made an attempt upon Ravenna, but they were defeated 
with immense loss. Amidst the triumph of the Catholic arms, the 
Roman pontiff convened a synod of 93 bishops against the heresy of 
the Iconoclasts. With their consent, he pronounced a general ex- 
communication against all who by word or deed should attack the 
tradition of the fathers and the images of the saints ; but no sooner 
had they confirmed their own safety, the worship of images, and 
the freedom of Rome and Italy, than the popes appear to have 
relaxed, and to have spared the relics of the Byzantine dominion. 
The exarch was permitted to reside within the walls of Ravenna, 
a captive rather than a master ; and till the Imperial coronation of 
Charlemagne, the government of Rome and Italy was exercised in 
the name of the successors of Coustantiuc. 

The liberty of Rome, which had been oppressed by the arms and 
arts of Augustus, was rescued, after 750 years of servitude, from 
the persecution of Leo the Isaurian. When the sovereignty of the 
Greek emperors was extinguished, the inhabitants of Rome, by the 
necessity of their situation, were cast into the rough model of a 
republican government ; they were compelled to elect some judges 
in peace and some leaders in war; the style of the 'Roman senate 
and people was revived, but the spirit was fled ; and their new inde- 
pendence was disgraced by the tumultuous conflict of licentiousness 
and oppression. The want of laws could only be supplied by the 
influence of religion, and their foreign and domestic counsels were mo- 
derated by the authority of the bishop, whom the Romans considered 
as the first magistrate or prince of the city: The temporal domi- 
nion of the popes is now confirmed by the reverence of a thousand 
years ; and their noblest title is the free choice of a people whom 
they had redeemed from slaveiy. 

§ 4. The disorders of Italy, the nakedness of Rome, and the un- 
warlike profession of her new cliief, were an irresistible temptation 
to the Lombards. On the first edicts of the emperor, they declared 
themselves the champions of the holy images ; Liutprand invaded 
the province of Romagna, wfiiich had already assumed that clis- 
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tinctive appellation ; the Catholics of the Exarchate yielded without 
reluctance to his civil and military power ; and a foreign enemy was 
introduced for the first time into the imprejinable fortress of Ra- 
venna. That city and fortress were speedily recovered by the active 
diligence and maritime forces of the Venetians ; and those faithful 
subjects obeyed the exhortation of Gregory himself, in separating 
the personal guilt of Leo from the general cause of the Roman 
empire. The Greeks were less mindful of the service than the 
Lombards of the injury : the two nations, hostile in their faith, were 
reconciled in a dangerous and unnatural alliance : the king and the 
exarch marched to the conquest of Spoleto and Rome ; the storm 
evaporated without effect, but the policy of Liutprand alarmed Italy 
with a vexatious alternative of hostility and truce. His successor 
Astolphus declared himself the cqnaV enemy of the emperor and the 
pope : Ravenna was subdued by force or treachery, and this final 
conquest extinguished the series of the exarchs, who had reigned 
with a subordinate power since the time of Justinian and the niin 
of the Gothic kingdom. Rome was summoned to acknowledge the 
victorious Lombard as her lawful sovereign. The Romans hesi- 
tated ; they entreated ; they complained ; and the threatening 
barbarians were checked by arms and ncgociations, till the popes 
had engaged the friendship of an ally and avenger beyond the Alps. 

§ 5. The successors of Clovis had degenerated from the valour and 
abilities of their great ancestor ; and Dagobert, the son of Clotairell. 
(a.d. 628-638), was the last 
of the Merovingian princes 
who really deserved the 
name of king. The power 
of the kingdom devolved 
upon the mayors of the 
palace, who made the office 
hereditary. Pepin Hcristal, 
mayor and duke of Austra- 
sia, had been succeeded by 
his son Charles Martel, who, 
by his signal victory ovgr 
the Saracens, had saved his 
country, and perhaps Eu- 
rope, from the Mahometan 
yoke. In his distress the 
third Gregory had implored 
the aid of this hero. The Chair or Throne of Dagobert. 

ambassadors of the pope 

were received by Charles with decent reverence ; but the greatness 
of his occupations, and the shortness of his life, prevented his inter- 
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ference in the affairs of Italy, except by a friendly and ineffectual 
mediation. His son Pepin, the heir of his power and virtues, 
assumed the office of champion of the Homan church. At the 
entreaties of Stephen, the Homan pontiff, Pepin crossed the Alps 
at the head of a French army. The Lombards, after a weak resist- 
ance, obtained an ignominious peace, and swore to restore the pos- 
sessions, and to respect the sanctity, of the Homan church. But no 
sooner was Astolphus delivered from the presence of the French 
arms, than he forgot his promise and resented his disgrace. Pepin 
again crossed the Alps and his second expedition was not less rapid 
and fortunate than the first : Rome was again saved, and Astolphus 
was taught the lessons of justice and sincerity by the scourge of a 
foreign master. After this double chastisement, the Lombards 
languished about 20 years in a state of languor and decay. But 
their minds were not yet humbled to their condition ; and instead of 
affecting the pacific virtues of the feeble, they peevishly harassed the 
Romans with a repetition of claims, evasions, and inroads, which 
they undertook without reflection and terminated without glory. On 
either side, their expiring monarchy was pressed by the zeal and 
prudence of Pope Adrian I., the genius, the fortune, and greatness 
of Charlemagne the son of Pepin. . The passes of the Alps and the 
walls of Pavia were the only defence of the Lombards ; the former 
were surprised, the latter were invested, by Charlemagne ; and after 
a blockade of 16 months, Desiderius, the last of their native princes, 
surrendered his sceptre and his capital (a.d. 774). Under the domi- 
nion of a foreign king, but in the possession of their national laws, 
the Lombards became the brethren, rather than the subjects, of the 
Franks ; who derived their blood, and manners, and language from 
the same Germanic origin. 

§ 6. The mutual obligations of the popes and the Carlovingian 
family form the importot link of ancient and modem, of civil and 
ecclesiastical history. The popes conferred upon the Carlovingian 
race the dignities of king of France and of patrician of Rome, 
I. Under the sacerdotal monarchy of St. Peter the nations began to 
resume the practice of seeking, on the banks of the Tiber, their 
kings, their laws, and the oracles of their fate. The Franks were 
perplexed between the name and substance of their government. 
All the powers of royalty were exercised by Pepin, mayor of the 
palace ; and nothing, except the regal title, was wanting to his am- 
bition. The name and image of royalty was still preserved in the 
last descendant of Clovis, the feeble Childeric. The mayor and the 
nobles were bound, by an oath of fidelity, to tl^e royal phantom ; 
and their common ambassadors addressed the Homan pontiff to 
dispel their scruples or to absolve their promise. The interest of 
Pope Zachary, the successor of the two Gregories, prompted him to 
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decide, and to decide in their favour : he pronounced that the nation 
might lawfully unite, in the same person, the title and authority of 
king ; and that the unfortunate Childeric, a victim of the public 
safety, should be degraded, shaved, and confined in a monasteiy for 
the remainder of his days. The Merovingian race disappeared from 
the earth ; and Pepin was exalted on a buckler by the suffrage of 
a free people, accustomed to obey his laws and to march under his 
standard.* II. After the recovery of Italy and Africa by the arms 
of Justinian, the importance and danger of those remote provinces 
required the presence of a supreme magistrate ; he was indifferently 
styled the exarch or the patrician ; and these governors of Ilavenna 
extended their jurisdiction over the Roman city. After the loss of 
the Exarchate tlie Roman senate and people successively invested 
Charles Martel and his posterity with the honours of patrician of 
Rome. In the time of Charles Martel and of Pepin, the interposi- 
tion of the Lombard kingdom covered the freedom, while it threat- 
ened the safety of Rome ; and the 'patriciate reiu'csented only the 
title, the service, the alliance, of these distant protectors. The 
power and policy of Charlemagne annihilated an enemy and imposed 
a master. In the 26 years that elapsed between the conquest of 
Lombardy and his Imperial coronation, Rome, which had been deli- 
vered by the sword, was subject, as his own, to the sceptre of Char- 
lemagne. The people swore allegiance to his person and family : in 
his name money was coined and justice was administered ; and the 
election of the popes was examined and confirmed by his authority. 
Except an original and self-inherent claim of sovereignty, there was 
not any prerogative remaining which the title of emperor could add 
to the patrician of Rome. 

The gratitude of the Carlo vingians was adequate to these obliga- 
tions, and their names are consecrated as the saviours and benefactors 
of the Roman church. Her ancient patrimony of fanris and houses 
was transformed by their bounty into the temporal dominion of 
cities and provinces ; and the donation of the Exarchate was the first- 
fruits of the conquests of Pepin. The ample measure of the Ex- 
archate might comprise all the provinces of Italy which had obeyed 
the emperor and his vicegerent ; but its strict and proper limits were 
included in the territories of Ravenna, Bologna, and Ferrara : its 
inseparable dependency was the Pentapolis, which stretched along 
the Adriatic from Rimini to Ancona, and advanced into the midland 
country as far as the ridges of the Apennines. The Greek emperor 
had abdicated or forfeited his right to the Exarchate ; and the sword 
of Astolphus was broken by the stronger sword of the Carlovingian. 
It was not in the cause of the Iconoclast that Pepin had exposed his 
person and army in a double expedition beyond the Alps : he pos- 
sessed, and might lawfully alienate his conquests : and to the im- 

u 2 
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portunities of the Greeks he piously replied that no human consi- 
deration should tempt him to resume the^ift which he had conferred 
on the Roman pontiff for the remission of his sins and the salvation 
of his soul. The splendid donation was granted in supreme and 
absolute dominion, and the world beheld for the first time a Chris- 
tian bishop invested with the prerogatives of a temporal prince — the 
choice of magistrates, the exercise of justice, the imposition of taxes, 
and the wealth of the palace of Ravenna. In the dissolution of the 
Lombard kingdom the inhabitants of the duchy of Spoleto sought 
a refuge from the storm, declared themselves the servants and sub- 
jects of St. Peter, and completed by this voluntary surrender the 
present circle of the ecclesiastical state.* 

§ 7. While the popes established in Italy their freedom and do- 
minion, the images, the first cause of their revolt, were restored in 
the Eastern empire. Leo IV. maintained with less rigour the reli- 
gion of his father and grandfather ; but his wife, the fair and ambi- 
tious Irene, had imbibed the zeal of the Athenians, the heirs of the 
idolatry, rather than the philosophy, of their ancestors. After the 
death of her husband, when she reigned in her own name and that 
of her son, Irene more seriously undertook the ruin of the Iconoclasts ; 
a general council was assembled at Nice (a. d. 787), and it was una- 
nimously decreed that the worship of images is agreeable to Scrip- 
ture and reason, to the fathers and councils of the church. During 
the five succeeding reigns, a, period of 38 years, the contest was 
maintained with unabated rage and various success between the 
worshippers and the breakers of the images ; and the final victory of 
the images was achieved by a second female, Theodora, the widow of 
Theophilus, whom he left the guardian of the empire (a. d. 842). 
In the West Pope Adrian I. accepted and announced the decrees 
of the Nicene assembly, which is now revered by the Catholics as 
the seventh in rank of the general councils. 

§ 8. It was after the Nicene synod, and under the reign of the 
pious Irene, that the popes consummated the separation of Rome 
and Italy, by the translation of the empire to Charlemagne. 
They were compelled to choose between the rival nations : re- 
ligion was not the sole motive of their choice ; the difference of 
language and manners had perpetuated the enmity of the two 
capitals ; and they were alienated from each other by the liostile 
opposition of 70 years. In that schism the Romans had tasted of 
freedom, and the popes of sovereignty : their submission would 
have exposed them to the revenge of a jealous tyrant; and the revo- 
lution of Italy had betrayed the impotence, as well as the tyranny, 

♦ The celebrated donation of Constantine, by which this emperor resigned 
to the popes the free and perpetual sovereignty of Rome, Italy, and the pro- 
vinces of the West, is now admitted to have been a forgery. 
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of Uie By>''antino court. .Would prudence or gratitude allow the 
pon tills to renounce their benefactor ? Had they a right to alienate 
his gift of the Exarchate ? Had power to abolish his govern- 
ment of Home ? The title of pa^ Rician was below the merit and 
greatness of Charlemagne ; and i^was only by reviving the Western 
empire that they could i)ay their obligations or secure their establish- 
ment. By this decisive measure they would finally eradicate the 
claims of the Greeks : from the debasement of a provincial town, the 
majesty of Homo would be restored ; the Latin Christians would be 
united, under a supreme head, in their ancient metropolis ; and the 
concpierors of the West would receive their crown from the suc- 
cessors of St. Peter. In the last year of the eighth century Charle- 
magne paid his fourth and last visit to Home. On the festival of 


Christmas he appeared in the church of St. Peter ; and, to gratify 
the vanity of Home, he had exchanged the simple dress of his country 
for the habit of a patrician. After the celebration of the holy mys- 


teries, the Homan pontiff, Leo 
III., suddenly placed a i^rc- 
cioiis crown on his head, and 
the dome resounded with the 
acclamations of the people, 
“ Long life and victory to 
Charles, the most pious Au- 
gustus, crowned by God the 
great and pacific emperor of 
the Romans!” Tlie head and 
body of Charlemagne were 
consecrated by the royal unc- 
tion : after the example of 
the Caesars, he was sainted or 
adored by the pontiff: his 
coronation oath rc])resents a 



2 n*omise to maintain the faith 

and 2 )rivileges of the church ; and the first-fruits were paid in his 
rich offerings to the shrine of the ajjostlc. 

§ 9. The appellation of great has been often bestowed, and some- 
times deserved, but Chaklemagne (a. d. 768-814) is the only 
I)rince in whose fiivoiir the title has been indissolubly blended with 
tlie name. But without injustice to his fame, I may discern some 
blemishes in the sanctity and greatness of the restorer of the Western 
empire. Of his moral virtues, chastity and mercy are not the most 
conspicuous ; and the sons of his brother Carloman, the Merovingian 
princes of AquiUiin, and the 4500 Saxons who were beheaded on the 
=amc spot, would have something to allege against the justice and 
humanity of Charlemagne. The sedentary reader is amazed by his 
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incessant activity of mind and body ; and^ his subjects and enemies 
were* not less astonished at his sudden presence at the moment when 
they believed him at the most distant extremity of the empire ; 
neither peace nor war, nor summer nor winter, were a season of 
repose ; and our fancy cannot easily reconcile the annals of his reign 
with the geography of his expeditions. His military reno\vn must 
be tried by the scrutiny of his troops, his enemies, and his actions. 
Alexander conquered with the arms of Philip, but the two heroes 
who preceded Charlemagne bequeathed him their name, their ex- 
amples, and the compa- 
nions of their victories. 
At the head of his vete- 
ran and superior armies 
he oppressed the savage 
or degenerate nations, who 
were incapable of confe- 
derating for their common 
safety ; nor did he ever 
encounter an equal anta- 
gonist in numbers, in dis- 
cii>line, or in arms. His 
campaigns are not illus- 
t rated by any siege or bat- 
tle of singular difficulty 
and success; and he might 
behold with envy the Sa- 
racen trophies of his 
grandfather. The union 
and stability of his em- 
pire depended on the life 
of a single man : he imi- 
Sword of Charlemagne. Imperial Treasury, Vienna, tatcd the dangerous prac- 
tice of dividing his king- 
doms among his sons; and, after his numerous diets, the whole consti- 
tution was left to fluctuate between the disorders of anarchy and 
despotism. His esteem for the piety and knowledge of the clergy 
tempted him to Intrust that aspiring order with temporal dominion 
and civil jurisdiction *, and his son Lewis, when he was stripped and 
degraded by the bishops, might accuse, in some measure, the impru- 
dence of his father. His literary merits are attested by the foundation 
of schools, the introduction of arts, and the works which were pub- 
lished in his name ; and the encouragement of learning reflects the 
purest and most pleasing lustre on Charlemagne. His own studios 
were tardy, laborious, and imperfect; if he spoke Latin, and under- 
stood Greek, ho derived the rudiments of knowledge from conversation, 
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rather than from books ; and, in his mature age, the emperor strove 
to acquire the practice of writing, which every peasant now learns 
in his infancy. The dignity of his person, the length of his reign, 
the prosperity of his arms, the vigour of his government, and the 
reverence of distant nations, distinguish him from the royal crowd ; 
and Europe dates a new sera from his restoration of the Western 
empire. 



Denier of duirlcningnc. (From Fioravantr» Antiquiorca PontiRcum Ronianorum De- 
nurii, p. 19.) Obverse : figure of ompuror, cauoix> u leo rr (Carolo Regl I^eo Papa), 
lltiverae ; scs petrvs (Sanctua Petrus) ; Roma iu monogram. 

§ 10. That empire was not unworthy of its title, and some of the 
fairest kingdoms of Europe were the patrimony or conquest of a 
livince who reigned at the same time in France, Spain, Italy, Ger- 
many, and Ilimgary, I, The Homan province of Gaul had been 
transformed into the name and monarchy of France : but, in the 
decay of the Merovingian line, its limits were contracted by the 
indei)cndence' of Dig Mf'itons and the revolt of Aquitain, Charle- 
magne pursued and confined the Britons on the shores of the ocean ; 
and the rebellion of the dukes of Aquitain was punished by the 
forfeiture of their province, their liberty, and tlieir lives. By the 
reunion of Aquitain, France was enlarged to its present boundaries, 
with the additions of the Netherlands and Spain, as far as the Rhine. 
II. The Saracens had been expelled from France by the grandfather 
and father of Charlemagne ; but they still possessed the greatest 
part of Spain, from the rock of Gibraltar to the Pyrenees. Amidst 
their civil divisions, an Arabian emir of Saragossa implored his pro- 
tection. Charlemagne undertook the expedition, restored the emir, 
and, without distinction of faith, impartially crushed the resistance 
of the Christians, and rewarded the obedience and service of the 
Mahometans. In his absence he instituted the Spanish marc\ 
which extended from the Pyrenees to the river Ebro: Barcelona 
was the residence of the French governor ; he possessed the counties 
of RousUlm and Catalonia^ and the infant kingdoms of Navarre 
and Arragon were subject to his jurisdiction. III. As king of the 
Lombards and patrician of Rome he reigned over the greatest part 
of Italy, a tract of a thousand miles from the Alps to the borders 
pf Calabria, The duchy of Beneventiim^ a Lombard fief, bad spread. 
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at the expense of the Greeks, over the modern kingdom of Naples. 
But Arrechis, the reigning duke, was only nominally subject to 
Charlemagne ; and Heneventum insensibly esca|3ed from the French 
yoke. IV. Charlemagne was the first who united Germany under 
the same sceptre. The name of Oriental France is preserved in the 
circle of Franconia ; and the people of Hesse and Thuringia were 
recently incorporated with the victors by the conformity of religion 
and government. The Alemann% so formi<lable to the Romans, 
were the faithful vassals and confederates of the Franks, and their 
country w^as inscribed within the modern limits of Alsace^ Swahia^ 
and Switzerland, The Bavarians^ with a similar indulgence of 
their laws and manners, were less patient of a master : the re])eatcd 
treasons of Tasillo justified the abolition of their hereditary dukes, 
and their power was shared among the counts who judged and 
guarded that important frontier. But the north of Germany, fiom 
the Rhine and beyond the Elbe, was still hostile and Pagan ; nor 
was it till after a war of 33 years that the Saxons bowed under the 
yoke of Christ and of Charlemagne. Beyond the Elbe, the Slavic 
or Slavonians, of similar manners and various denominations, over- 
spread the modern dominions of Prussia, Poland, and Bohemia. The 
conquest or conversion of those countries is of a more recent age, 
but the first union of Bohemia with the Germanic body may l)o 
justly ascribed to the arms of Charlemagne. V. He retaliated on 
the Avars, or Huns of Pannonia, the same calamities which they 
had inflicted on the nations. After a bloody conflict of eight years, 
the relics of the nation submitted : the royal residence of the chagan 
was left desolate and unknown ; and the treasures, the rapine of 
250 years, enriched the victorious troops, or decorated the churches, 
of Italy and Gaul. After the reduction of Pannonia, the empire of 
Charlemagne was bounded only by the conflux of the Danube with 
the Theiss and the Save : the iwovinces of Istria, Liburnia, and 
Dalmatia were an easy though unprofitable accession ; and it was an 
effect of his moderation that he left the maritime cities under the 
real or nominal sovereignty of the Greeks. 

If we retrace the outlines of this geographical picture, it will be 
seen that the empire of the Franks extended, between east and west, 
from the Ebro to the Elbe or Vistula ; between the north and south, 
from the duchy of Beneventura to the river Eyder, the perpetual 
boundary of Germany and Denmark. The personal and political 
importance of Charlemagne was magnified by the distress and 
division of the rest of Europe. The islands of Great Britain and 
Ireland were disputed by a crowd of princes of Saxon or Scottish 
origin ; and, after the loss of Spain, the Christian and Gothic king- 
dom of Alphonso the Chaste was confined to the narrow range of 
the Asturian mountains. These i)etty sovereigns revered the power 
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or virtue of the Carlovingian monarch, implored the honour and 
support of his alliance, and styled him their common parent, the 
sole and supreme emperor of the West. He maintained a more 
equal intercourse with the caliph Hariin al Rashid, whose dominion 
stretched from Africa to India, and accepted from his ambassadors a 
tent, a water-clock, an elephant, and the keys of the Holy Sepulchre. 
Two-thirds of the Western empire of Rome were subject to Charle- 
magne, and the deficiency was amply supplied by his command of 
the inaccessible or invincible nations of Germany. 

§ 11. Had the pope and the Romans revived the primitive con- 
stitution, the titles of emperor and Augustus were conferred on 
Charlemagne for the term of his life ; and his successors, on each 
vacancy, must have ascended the throne by a formal or tacit 
election. But the association of his son Lewis the Pious (a.d. 814- 
840) asserts the independent right of monarchy and conquest, and 
the emperor seems on this occasion to have foreseen and prevented 
the latent claims of the clergy. The royal youth was commanded 
to take the crown from the altar, and with his own hands to place 
it on his head, as a gift which he held from God, his father, and 
the nation. The same ceremony was repeated, though with less 
energy, in the subseipient associations of Lothaire and Lewis the 
Second : the Carlovingian sceptre was transmitted from father to 
son in a lineal descent of four generations ; and the ambition of the 
Xxipes was reduced to the empty honour of crowning and anointing 
these hereditary princes, who were already invested with their power 
and dominions. The pious Lewis survived his brothers, and em- 
braced the whole empire of Charlemagne ; but the nations and the 
nobles, his bishops and his children, quickly discerned that this 
mighty mass was no longer inspired by the same soul ; and the 
foundations were undermined to the centre, while the external sur- 
face was yet fair and entire. After a war, or battle, which con- 
sumed 100,000 Franks, the empire was divided by treaty between the 
three sons of Lewis, who had violated every filial and fraternal duty. 
The kingdoms of Germany and France were for ever separated ; the 
provinces of Gaul, between the Rhone and the Alps, the Meuse and 
the Rhine, were assigned, with Italy, to the Imperial dignity of 
Lothaire I. (a.d. 840-856). In the partition of his share, Lorraine 
and Arles, two recent and transitory kingdoms, were bestowed on 
the younger children ; and Lewis II., his eldest son (a.d. 866-870), 
was content with the realm of Italy, the proper and sufficient patri- 
mony of a Roman emperor. On his death, without any male issue, 
the vacant throne was disputed by his uncles and cousins, and the 
popes most dexterously seized the occasion of judging the claims 
and merits of the candidates, and of bestowing on the most ob- 
sequious, or most liberal, the Imperial office of advocate of the 

u 3 
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Roman church. The dregs of the Carlovingian race no longer ex- 
liihited any symptoms'of virtue or power, and the ridiculous epithets 
of the laid, the stammerer, the fat, and the simple, distinguished 
the tame and uniform features of a crowd of kings alike deserving 
of oblivion. By the failure of the collateral branches the whole 
inheritance devolved to Charles the Fat, the last emperor of his 
family : his insanity authorised the desertion of Germany, Italy, 
and France : he was deposed in a diet (a.d. 888), and solicited his 
daily bread from the rebels by whose contempt his life and liberty 
had been S 2 :)ared. According to the measure of their force, tlie 
governors, the bishoi)S, and the lords usurped the fragments of the 
falling empire ; and some preference was shown to the female or 
illegitimate blood of Charlemagne. Those who could appear with 
an army at the gates of Rome were crowned emperors in the 
Vatican ; but their modesj:y was more frequently satisfied with the 
appellation of kings of Italy ; and the whole term of 74 years may 
be deemed a vacancy, from the abdication of Charles the Fat to the 
establishment of Otho I. (a.d. 062). 

§ 12.* Otho was of the noble race of the dukes of Saxony. His 
father, Henry the Fowler, was elected, 
by the suflrage of the nation, to save 
and institute the kingdom of Ger- 
many. Its limits were enlarged on 
every side by his son, the first and 
greatest of the 0th os. A portion of 
Gaul, to the west of the Rhine, along 
tlie banks of the Meuse and tlie Mo- 
selle, was assigned to the Germans, 
by whose blood and language it has 
been tinged since the time of C.Tsar 
and Tacitus. Between the Rhine, the 
Rhone, and the Alps, the successors 
of Otho acquired a vain supremacy 
over the broken kingdoms of Bur- 
gundy and Arles. In the North, 
Christianity was propagated by the sword of Otho, the conqueror and 
apostle of the Slavic nations of the Elbe and Oder : the marches of 
Brandenburg and Sleswick were fortified with German colonies ; and 
the king of Denmark, the dukes of Poland and Bohemia, confessed 
themselves his tributary vassals. At the head of a victorious army 
he passed the Alps, subdued the kingdom of Italy, delivered the pope, 
and for ever fixed the Imperial crown in the name and nation of Ger- 
many, From that memorable aera two maxims of public jurispru- 
dencS were introduced by force and ratified by time. T. That the 
grince, who was elected in the German diet, acquired from that 
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instant the subject kingdoms of Italy and Borne. II. But that he 
might not legally assume the titles of emperor and Augustus till he 
had received the crown from the hands of the Homan pontiff. 

§ 13, The German emperors, in the election of the popes, con- 
tinued to exercise the powers which had been assumed by the 
Gothic and Grecian princes. In the Christian aristocracy the prin- 
cipal members of the clergy still formed a senate to assist the ad- 
ministration, and to supply the vacancy, of the bishop. Borne was 
divided into 28 parishes, and each parish was governed by a cardinal- 
priest, or presbyter — a title which, however comnion and modest in 
its origin, has aspired to emulate the purple of kings. Their num- 
ber was enlarged by the association of the seven deacons of the most 
considerable hospitals, the seven palatine judges of the Lateran, and 
some dignitaries of the church. This ecclesiastical senate was 
directed by the seven cardinal-bishops of the Roman province, who 
were less occupied in the suburb dioceses of Ostia, Porto, Velitrse, 
Tusculum, Prajneste, Tibur, and the Sabines, than by their weekly 
service in the Lateran, and their superior share in the honours and 
authority of the apostolic see. On the death of the pope these 
bishops recommended a successor to the suffrage of the college of 
cardinals, and their choice was ratified or rejected by the applause 
or clamour of the Roman people. But the election was imperfect ; 
nor could the pontiff be legally consecrated till the emi>eror, the 
advocate of the church, had graciously signified his approbation and 
consent. In the' frequent schisms the rival claims were submitted 
to the sentence of the emperor ; and in a synod of bishops he pre- 
sumed to judge, to condemn, and to punish the crimes of a guilty 
pontiff. Otlio I. imposed a treaty on the senate and people, who 
engaged to prefer the candidate most acceptable to his majesty : his 
successors anticipated or prevented their choice ; they bestowed the 
Roman benefice, like the bishoprics of Cologne or Bamberg, on their 
chancellors or jircceptors ; and whatever might be the merit of a 
Frank or Saxon, his name sufficiently attests the interposition of 
foreign ]JOwer. These acts of prerogative were most speciously 
excused by the vices of a popular election. The competitor who had 
been excluded by the cardinals appealed to the passions or avarice 
of the multitude ; the Vatican and the Lateran were stained with 
))lood ; and the most powerful senators, the marquises of Tuscany 
and tlie counts of Tusculum, held the apostolic see in a long and 
disgraceful servitude. The Roman pontiffs of the ninth and tenth 
centuries were iijsulted, imprisoned, and murdered by their tyrants 
and such was their indigence, after the loss and usurpation of the 
pcclesiastical patrimonies, that they could neither support the state 
of a prince, nor exercise the charity of a priest. After a long aeries 
of scandal the apostolic see was reformed and exalted by the 
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Austerity and zeal of Gregory VII. (a.d. 1073), That ambitious 
monk devoted his life to the execution of two projects. I. To fix in 
the college of cardinals the freedom and independence of election, 
and for ever to abolish the right or usurpation of the emperors and 
the Roman x)eople. II. To bestow and resume the Western empire 
as a fief or benefice of the church, and to extend his temporal dominion 
over the kings and kingdoms of the earth. After a contest of 50 
years the first of these designs was accomplished by the firm sup- 
port of the ecclesiastical order, whose liberty was connected with 
that of their chief. But the second attempt, though it was crowned 
with some partial and apparent success, lias been vigorously resisted 
by the secular power, and finally extinguished by the improvement 
of human reason. 

§ 14. During the disorders of Italy in the ninth and tenth cen- 
turies, the supremacy of the emperors at Home was crushed and 
annihilated. Content with the titles of emperor and Augustus, the 
successors of Charlemagne neglected to assert their jurisdiction in 
the city. In the hour of prosperity their ambition was diverted by 
more alluring objects ; and in the decay and division of the empire 
they were oppressed by the defence of their hereditary provinces. 
Amidst the ruins of Italy, Alberic, a son of Marozia, a prostitute, 
whose influence was founded upon her beauty and wealth, possessed 
above 20 years the government of Rome, with the title of prince 
(a.t). 932) ; and he is said to have gratified the popular prejudice 
by restoring the office, or at least the title, of consuls and tribunes. 
In the minority of Otho III., Rome made a bold attempt to shake 
off the Saxon yoke, and the consul Crescentius was the Brutus of 
the republic (a.d. 998). From the condition of a subject and an 
exile he twice rose to the command of the city, oppressed, expelled, 
and created the popes, and formed a consi>iracy for restoring the 
authority of the Greek emperors. In the fortress of St. Angelo he 
maintained an obstinate siege, till the unfortunate consul was be- 
trayed by a promise of safety : his body was suspended on a gibbet, 
and his head was exposed on the battlements of the castle. By a 
reverse of fortune, Otho, after separating his troops, was besieged 
three days, without food, in his palace, and a disgraceful escape 
.saved him from the justice or fury of the Romans. The senator 
Ptolemy was the leader of the people, and the widow of Crescentius 
enjoyed the pleasure or the fame of revenging her husband by a 
poison which she administered to her Imperial lover. It was the 
design of Otho III. to abandon the ruder countries of the North, to 
erect his throne in Italy, and to revive the institutions of the Roman 
monarchy. But his successors only once in their lives appeared 
on the banks of the Tiber to receive their crown in the Vatican. 
Their absence was contemptible, their presence odious and forrnid- 
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able. They descended from the Alps at the head of their bar- 
barians, who were strangers and enemies to the countiy ; and their 
transient visit was a scene of tumult and bloodshed. A faint re- 
membrance of their ancestors still tormented the Homans ; aM they 
beheld with pious indignation the succession of Saxons, Franks, 
Swabians, and Bohemians, who usurped the purple and prerogatives 
of the Csesars. 

§ 15. In the eleven th and twelfth centuries the Lombards re- 
kindled the flame of industry and freedom, and the generous ex- 
ample was at length imitated by the republics of Tuscany. In the 
Italian cities a municipal government had never been totally 
abolished ; and their first privileges wei j granted by the favour and 
l)olicy of the eioperors, who were desirous of erecting a plebeian 
barrier against the independence of the nobles. The legislative 
authority was inherent in the general assembly ; but the executive 
powers were intrusted to three consuls, annually chosen from the 
three orders of captains^ valvassorsy and commons, into which the 
republic was divided. Under the protection of equal law tlie 
labours of agriculture and commerce were gradually revived ; but 
the martial spirit of the Lombards was nourished by the presence 
of danger ; and as often as the bell was rung or the standard erected, 
the gates of the city poured forth a numerous and intrepid band, 
whose zeal in their own cause was soon guided by the use and dis- 
cipline of arms. At the foot of these popular ramparts thg pride 
of the Csesars was overthrown ; and the invincible genius of liberty 
prevailed over the tAvo Frederics, the greatest princes of the middle 
age : the first, superior perhaps in military prowess ; the second, 
who undoubtedly excelled in the softer accomplishments of peace 
and learning. Ambitious of restoring the splendour of tlie purple, 
Frederic 1. (a.d. 1152-111)0) invaded the republics of Lombardy 
with the arts of a statesman, the valour of a soldier, and the cruelty 
of a t3rrant. The recent discovery of the Pandects Iiad renewed a 
science most favourable to despotism ; and his venal advocates pro- 
claimed the emperor the absolute master of the lives and properties 
of his subjects. The obstinate cities were reduced by the terror 
or the force of liis arms ; and after the siege and surrender of 
Milan the buildings of that stately capital Avere razed to the 
ground. But Milan soon rose from her ashes ; and the league 
of Lombardy was cemented by distress : their cause was espoused 
by Venice, Pope Alexander III., and the Greek emperor: the 
fabric of oppression was overturned in a day ; and* in the treaty 
of Constance, Frederic subscribed, with some reservations, the 
freedom of 24 cities. His grandson contended with their vigour 
and maturity; but Frederic II. (a.d. 1198-1250) Avas endowed 
with some personal and peculiar advantages. His birth and education 
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recommended him to the Italians ; and in the implacable discord of 
the two factions the Ghibelins were attached to the emperor, while the 

Guelfs displayed the banner of liberty 
and the church. The court of Romo 
had slumbered when his father Henry 
VI. was permitted to unite with the 
empire the kingdoms of Naples and 
Sicily ; and from these hereditary 
realms the son derived an ample and 
ready supply of trooj)s and treasure. 
Yet Frederic II. was finally oppressed 
by the arms of the Lombards and the 
thunders of the Vatican : his king- 
dom was given to a stranger, and the 
last of his family was beheaded at 
Naples on a public scaffold. During 
60 years no emperor appeared in 
Italy, and the name was remembered only by the ignominious sale 
of the last relics of sovereignty. 

§ 16. The barbarian compierors of the West were pleased to deco- 
rate their chief with the title of emperor ; but it was not their 
design to invest him with the despotism of Constantine and Jus- 
tinian. The persons of the Germans were free, their conquests were 
their otwn, and their national chai-acter was animated by a spirit 
which survived the servile jurisprudence of the new or the ancient 
Rome. It would have been a vain and dangerous attempt to impose 
a monarch on the armed freemen, who were impatient of a magis- 
trate ; on the bold, who refused to obey ; on the ijowerful, who as- 
pired to command. The empire of Charlemagne and Otho was dis- 
tributed among the dukes of the nations or provinces, the counts of 
the smaller districts, and the margraves of the marches or frontiers, 
who all united the civil and military authority as it had been dele- 
gated to the lieutenants of the first Caesars. The Roman governors, 
who for the most part were soldiers of fortune, seduced their merce- 
nary legions, assumed the Imperial purple, and either failed or suc- 
ceeded in their revolt, without wounding the power and unity of 
government. If the dukes, margraves, and counts of Germany were 
less audacious in their claims, the consequences of their success were 
more lasting and pernicious to the state. Instead of aiming at the 
supreme rank^ they silently laboured to establish and appropriate 
tlieir provincial independence. Their ambition was seconded by the 
weight of their estates ahd vassals, their mutual example and sup- 
port, the common interest of the subordinate nobility, the change of 
princes and families, the minorities of Otho the Third and Henry 
the Fourth, the ambition of Gie popes, and the vain pursuit of the 
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fugitive crowns of Italy and Rome. All the attributes of regal and 
territorial jurisdiction were gradually usurped by the commanders of 
the provinces ; the right of peace and war, of life and death, of 
coinage and taxation, of foreign alliance and domestic economy. 
Whatever had been seized by violence was ratified by favour or dis- 
tress, was granted as the price of a doubtful vote or a voluntary 
service ; whatever had been granted to one could not without injury 
be denied to his successor or equal ; and every act of local or tem- 
porary possession was insensibly moulded into the constitution of 
the Germanic kingdom. In every province the visible presence of 
the duke or count was interposed between the throne and the nobles ; 
the subjects of the law became the vassals of a private chief ; and 
the standard which /le received from his sovereign was often raised 
against him in the field. After the death of Frederic II., Germany 
was left a monster with a hundred heads. A crowd of princes 
and prelates disputed the ruins of the empire : the lords of innu- 
merable castles were less prone to obey than to imitate their supe- 
riors ; and, according to the measure of their strength, their inces- 
sant hostilities received the names of conquest or robbery. Such 
anarchy was the inevitable consequence of the laws and manners of 
Europe ; and the kingdoms of France and Italy were shivered into 
fragments by the violence of the same tempest. But the Italian 
cities and the French vassals were divided and destroyed, while the 
union of the Germans produced, under the name of an empire, a 
great system of a federative republic. In the frequent and at last 
the perpetual institution of diets, a national spirit was kept alive, 
and the powers of a common legislature were exercised down to 
the French Revolution, by the three branches or colleges of the 
electors, the princes, and the free and Imperial cities of Germany. 

I . Seven of the most powerful feudatories were permitted to assume, 
with a distinguished name and rank, the exclusive privilege of 
clioosing the Roman em^ieror ; and these electors were the king of 
Bohemia, the duke of Saxony, the margrave of Brandenburg, the 
count palatine of the Rhine, and the three archbishops of Mentz, of 
Treves, and of Cologne. II. The college of princes and prelates 
purged themselves of a promiscuous multitude ; they reduced to 
four representative votes the long series of independent counts, and 
excluded the nobles or equestrian order, 60,000 of whom, as in the 
Polish diets, had appeared on horseback in the field of election. 
III. The pride of birth and dominion, of the sword apd the mitre, 
wisely adopted the commons as the third branch of the legislature, 
and, in the progress of society, they were introduced about the same 
tera into the national assemblies of France, England, and Germany. 
The Hanseatic League commanded the trade and navigation of the 
nortli : the confederates of the Rhine secured the peace and inter- 
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course of the inland country ; the influence of the cities was ade- 
quate to their wealth and policy, and their negative invalidated the 
acts of the two superior colleges of electors and princes. 

§ 17. The history of German architecture demands a few words. 
Charlemagne erected several noble buildings, the remains of which 
exist to the present day, and which retain more or less the charac- 
teristics of the Romanesque style; but in the troubles which fol- 
lowed his death the arts were neglected, and it was not till the reign 
of OthiO I. that architecture again began to bo cultivated in Germany. 
For tiio next two centuries the progress of the art ^vas steady; and 
during this time the Germans jjossessed a national architecture, of 
which the chief characteristic is the round Gothic style. The 
capitals of the columns are very beautiful, and may bear comparison 
with anything of the kind produced in the middle ages. Their general 
appearance is shown in the remains of the palace of Frederic Bar- 
barossa at Gelnhaiisen.* Tlie churches are characterised by the 
multiplication of small circular or octagonal to-wers, combined with 
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polygonal domes at the intersections of the transepts with the nave, 
and the extended use of galleries under the eaves of the roofs both 
of the apses and of the straight sides.* These peculiarities are ex- 
emplified in the annexed drawing of the apse of the Apostles’ Church 
at Cologne. Before the death of Frederic II. the Germans began to 
adopt the pointed French style, which soon supplanted the round 
Gothic, and of w’hich the most magnificent example is the cathedral 
of C()l<»:.rne. 



♦ Fergusson, p. 503, 
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I 1. Birth and education of Mahomet. § 2. Qualifications of the prophet. 
§ 3. Islam: one God and Maliomet the Apostle of God. § 4. The Koran. 
§ 5. Nocturnal journey of Mahomet to heaven. § 6. The four religious 
duties of Islam ; rewards and punishments, § 7 . Mahomet preaches at Mecca. 
§ 8. Is opposed by the Koreish, and di-iven from Mecca. § 9. Keceived as 
Prince of Medina: he declares war against the infidels. § 10. His de- 
fensive wars against the Koreish of Mecca. § 11. Mahomet subdues the 
Jews of Aj^bia. | 12. Submission of Mecca: Conquest of ArabiUt 
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§ 13. First war of the Mahometans against the Roman empilflt § 14. 
Death of Mahomet. § 15. Private life of Mahomet: his wives and chil- 
dren. § 16. Character of Ali. § 17. Reigns of Abubeker, Omar, and 
Othman. § 18. Discord of the Turks and Persians. § 19. Reign of Ali. 

§ 20. Reign of Moawiyah : posterity of Mahomet and Ali. 

§ 1. Afteb pursuing above 600 years the fleeting Caesars of Con- 
stantinople and Germany, I now descend, in the reign of Heraclius, 
on the eastern borders of the Greek monarchy. While the state 
was exhausted by the Persian war, and the church was distracted 
by the Nestorian and Monophysite sects, Mahomet, with the sword 
in one hand and the Koran in the other, erected his throne on the 
> ruins of Christianity and of Rome. The genius of the Arabian pro- 
phet, and the -spirit of his religion, involve the causes of the decline 
and fall of the Eastern empire ; and our eyes ai e curiously intent on 
one of the most memorable revolutions which have imijressed a new 
f and lasting character on the nations of the globe. 

Mahomet sprung from the tribe of Koreisli and the family of 
Hiishem, 4he most illustrious of the Arabs, the princes of Mecca, 
and the hereditary guardians of the Caaba.* The grandfather of 
Mahomet was Abdol Motalleb, the son of Hashem, a wealthy and 
generous citizen, who relieved the distress of famine with the sup- 
]flies of commerce. Mecca, which had been fed by the liberality of 
the father, was saved by the courage of the son. The kingdom of 
Yemen was subject to the Christian princes of Abyssinia : their 
vassal Abrahah was provoked by an insult to avenge the honour of 
the cross ; and the holy city was invested by a train of elephants 
and an army of Africans. A treaty was proposed : and, in the first 
audience, the grandfather of Mahomet demanded the restitution of 
his cattle. “ And why,” said Abrahah, “ do you not rather implore 
my clemency in favour of your temple, which I have threatened to 
destroy ? “ Because,” replied the intrepid chief, “ the cattle is my 

own ; the Caaba belongs to the gods, and i/ie^ will defend their 
house from injury and sacrilege.” The want of provisions, or the 
valour of the Korcish, compelled the Ahyssinians to a disgraceful 
retreat: their discomfiture has been adorned with a miraculous 

The antiquity of this celebrated temple at Mecca ascends beyond the 
Christian sera. It is mentioned incidentally by Diodorus, who speaks (iii. 43) 
of a famous temple, between the Thadumites and the Saba^ans, whose superior 
sanctity was revered by «// the Arabians. It enjoyed from the earliest times 
the rights of sanctuary ; and the same rites which are now accomplished by 
the faithful Musulman wei-e invented and practised by the superstition of the 
idolaters. At an awful distance they cast away their garments : seven times 
with hasty ‘steps they encircled the Caaba, and kissed the black stone; seven 
times they visited and adored the adjacent mountains : seven times they threw 
stones into the valley of Mina: and the pilgrimage was achieved, as at the 
present hour, by a sacrifice of sheep and camels, and the burii^ of their hair 
and nails in the consecrated ground. 
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fliglat of "birds, who showered down stones on the heads of the 
infidels; but the apparent miracle was in reality the small-pox, 
which broke out in the army of Abrahah. The gloiy of Abdol 
Motalleb was crowned with domestic happiness ; he became the 
father of 6 daughters and 13 sons. His best beloved Abdallah, who 
was the most beautiful and modest of the Arabian youth, married 
Amina. Their only son, Mahomet, or more properly Mohammed,* 
was born at Mecca (a.d. 569), four years after the death of Jus- 
tinian. In his early infancy lie was deprived of his father, his 
mother, and his grandfather ; his uncles were strong and numerous 
and, in the division of the inheritance, the orphan’s share was 
reduced to five camels and an .Ethiopian maid-servant. At home 
and abroad, in peace and war, Abu Talcb, the most respectable of 
his uncles, was the guide and guardian of his youth ; in his 25th 
year he entered into the service of Cadijah, a rich and noble widow 
of Mecca, who soon rewarded his fidelity with the gift of her hand 
and fortune. By this alliance the son of Abdallah was restored to 
the station of his ancestors ; and the judicious matron was content 
with his domestic virtues, till, in the 40th year of his age, he 
assumed the title of a prophet, and proclaimed the religion of the 
Koran. 

§ 2. According to the tradition of his companions, Mahomet was * 
distinguished by the beauty of his person. Before he spoke, the 
orator engaged on his side the atfections of a public or private audi- 
ence. They applauded his commanding presence, his majestic 
aspect, his piercing eye, his gracious smile, his flowing beard, his 
countenance that painted every sensation of the soul, and his ges- 
tures that enforced each exiircssion of the tongue. The son of Ab- 
dallah was ecfccated in the bosom of the noblest race, in the use of 
the purest dialbct of Arabia ; and the fluency of his speech was cor- 
rected and enhanced by the ])racticc of discreet and seasonable silence. 
From his earliest youth he was addicted to religious contemiila- 
tion : his temperament was melancholy and in the highest degree 
nervous ; and as he wandered in the solitary deserts around Mecca, 
he suffered from hallucinations of the senses, feared that he was 
possessed of devils, and frequently contemplated suicide. One day, 
when he was sunk in despondency, and was on the point of destroy- 
ing himself, he heard a voice, and, upon raising his head, he beheld 
between heaven and earth the angel Gabriel, who assured him that 
he was the prophet of God. Frightened at this apparition, he fell 

* Mohammed means “ praised," the name given to him by his grandfather 
on account of the favourable omen attending his birth. When Amina had 
given birth to the prophet, she sent for his grandfather, and related to him 
that she had seen in a dream a light proceeding from her body, which illumi- 
nated the palaces of Bostra. 
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into a fit ;* and upon recovery he no longer doubted of his prophetic 
ofiice. The faith which, under the name of he preached 

to his family and nation, is compounded of an eternal truth and a 
necessary fiction. That there is only one God, and that Ma- 
homet IS the apostle of God. 

§ 3. With the exception of the children of Israel the religions cf 
the world were guilty, at least in the eyes of the prophet, of giving 
sons, or daughters, or companions to the supreme God. In the rude 
idolatry of the Arabs the crime is manifest and audacious: the 
Sabians are poorly excused by the pre-eminence of the first planet, 

* There appears no reason to doubt the sincerity of Mahomet in the earlier 
p*irt of his career. The fits to which he was subject are regarded by some 
Arabic authors as the principal evidence of his mission; and they are too 
closely connected with his religion to be passed over in silence. The following 
account of them is taken from the valuable Life of the Prophet by Dr. 
Sprenger, compiled from Arabic sources: — “They were preceded by great 
depression of spirits ; he was despondent, and his face was clouded ; and they 
were ushered in by coldness of the extremities and shivering. He shook as 
if he was suffering from ague, and called out for covering. His mind was in 
a most painfully excited state. He heard a tinkling, as if bells were ringing, 
or a humming, as if bees were swarming round his head, and his lips 
quivered ; but this motion was under the control of volition. If the attack 
proceeded beyond this stage, his eyes became fixed and staring, and the 
motions of his head became convulsive and automatic. At length perspiration 
broke out, which covered his face in large <lrops, and with this ended the 
attack. Sometimes, however, if he had a violent fit, he fell comatose to the 
ground, like a person who is intoxicated ; and (at least at a later period ot 
his life) his face was flushed, and his respiration stertorous, and he remained 
in that state for some time. The bystandei*s sprinkled water in his face; but 
he himself fancied that he would derive a great benefit from being cupped on 
the head. This is all the information which 1 have been able to collect con- 
cerning the fits of Mohammed. The fit after which he assumed his office^ 
was undoubtedly brought on by long«continued and increasing mental excite- 
ment, and by his ascetic exercises. We know that he used frequently to fast, 
and that he sometimes devoted the greater part of the night to prayers. The 
bios of the Musalmans is to gloss over the aberration of mind, and the inten- 
tion to commit suicide, of their prophet. Most of his biographers pass over 
the tmnsition period in silence. We may, therefore, be justified in stretching 
the scanty information which we can glean from them to the utmost extent ; 
and in supposing that he was for some time a complete maniac ; and that the 
fit, after which he assumed his office, was a paroxysm of cataleptic insanity. 
This disease is sometimes accompanied by such interesting physical phe- 
nomena, that even in modern times it has given rise to many superstitious 
opinions. After this paroxysm the fits became habitual, though the moral 
excitement cooled down, and they assumed more and more an epileptic 
character.” 

f Islam is the verbal noun, or infinitive, and Moslim^ which has been 
corrupted into Musalman or Mu^ulman, is the participle of the causative 
form of salm, which means immunity, peace. The signification of Islam is 
therefore to make peace^ or to oibiain immunity^ either by compact, or by 
doing homage to the stronger, acknowledging his superiority and surrendering 
to him the object of the dispute. 
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or intelligence, in their celestial hierarchy ; and in the'Magian sys- 
tem the conflict of the two principles betrays the imperfection of the 
conqueror. The Christians of the seventh century had insensibly 
relapsed into a semblance of paganism ; their public and private 
vows were addressed to the relics and images that disgraced the 
temples of the East : the throne of the Almighty was darkened 
by a cloud of martyrs, and saints, and angels, the objects of 
popular veneration ; and the Collyridian heretics, who ;flourished 
in the fruitful soil of Arabia, invested the Virgin Mary with the 
name and honours of a goddess. The creed of Mahomet is free 
from suspicion or ambiguity ; and the Koran is a glorious testi- 
mony to the unity of God. The prophet of Mecca rejected the 
worship of idols and men, of stars and planets, on the rational 
principle that whatever rises must set, that whatever is born must 
die, that whatever is corruptible must decay and perish. The God 
of nature has written his existence on all his works, and his law in 
the heart of man. To restore the knowledge of the one, and the 
.prac tice of the other, has been the real or pretended aim of the pro- 
age ; the liberality of Mahomet allowed to his prede- 
cessors the^ame^edit which he claimed for himself; and the chain 
of inspiration was p?Ok>nged from the fall of Adam to the promul- 
gation of the Koran. Six l^slators of transcendent brightness have* 
announced to mankind the six successive revelations of various rites, 
but of one immutable religion. The authority and station of Adam, 
Koah, Abraham, Moses, Christ, and Mahomet, rise in just gradation 
above each other ; but whosoever hates or rejects any one of the 
prophets is numbered with the infidels. For the author of Chris- 
"tkiiity the Mahometans are taught by the prophet to entertain a 
hign and mysterious reverence. Yet Jesus was a mere mortal ; 
and, at the day of judgment, his testimony will serve to condemn 
both the Jews, who reject him as a prophet, and the Christians, 
who adore him as the Son of God. During 600 y^rs the Gospel 
was the way of truth and salvation ; but the Christians insensibly 
forgot both the laws and the example of their founder ; and the 
evangelic promise of the Paraclete^ or Holy Ghost, was prefigured 
in the name, and accomplished in the person, of Mahomet, the 
greatest and the last of the apostles of God. 

§ 4. The substance of the Koran, according to Mahomet or his 
disciples, is uncreated and eternal ; subsisting in the essence of the 
Deity, and inscribed with a pen of light on the table of his ever- , 
lasting decrees. A paper copy, in a volume of silk and gems, was 
brought down to the lowest heaven by the angel Gabriel, who suc- 
cessively revealed the chapters and verses to the Arabian prophet. 
Instead of a perpetual and perfect measure of tlie divine will, the 
fragments of the Koran were inoduced at the discretion of Mahomet ; 
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mits, is converted by Mahomet alone into a positive and general 
law ; and a considerable portion of the globe has abjured, at his 
command, the use of that salutary, though dangerous, liquor. The 
Koran repeatedly inculcates, not as a merit, but as a strict and 
indispensable duty, the relief of the indigent and unfortunate. Ma- 
homet, perhaps, is the only lawgiver who has defined the precise 
measure of charity : the standard may vary with the degree and 
nature of property, as it consists either in money, in corn or cattle, 
in fruits or merchandise ; but the Musulman does not accomplish 
the law, unless he bestows a tenth of his revenue ; and if his con- 
science accuses him of fraud or extortion, the tenth, under the idea 
of restitution, is enlarged to 

The two articles of belief, and tlje four practical duties, of 
Islam, are guarded by rewards and punishments ; and the faith of 
the Musulman is devoutly fixed on the event of the judgment and 
the last day. At the blast of the trum|Xit new worlds will start 
Into being ; angels, genii, and men will arise from the dead, and the 
human soul will again be united to the body. The re-union of the 
soul and bod}’’ Avill be followed by the final judgment of mankind. 
The doom of the infidels is common : the measure of their guilt and 
punishment is determined by the degree of evidence which they 
have rejected, by the magnitude of the errors which they have enter- 
tained : the eternal mansions of the Christians, the Jews, the Sa- 
bians, the Magians, and the idolaters are sunk below each other in 
the abyss ; and the lowest hell is reserved for the faithless hy)x>crites 
who have assumed the mask of religion. After the greater part of 
mankind has been condemned for their opinions, the true believers 
only will be judged by their actions. According as the shares of 
guilt or virtue shall preponderate, the sentence will bo pronounced, 
and all, without distinction, will j)ass over the sharp and perilous 
bridge of the abyss ; but the innocent, treading in the footsteps 
of Mahomet, will gloriously enter the gates of iiaradisc, while the 
guilty will fall into the first and mildest of the seven hells. 1'he 
term of expiation will vary from 900 to 7000 years ; but the prophet 
has judiciously promised that all his disciples, whatever may be 
their sins, shall be saved, by their own faith and his intercession, 
from eternal damnation. In paradise every pleasure that can gratify 
the senses, awaits the faithful. Seventy-two Houris, or black-eyed 
girls, of resplendent beauty, will be created for the use of the meanest 
believer, ^no will dwell in palaces of marble, clothed in robes of 
silk, and surrounded by the most costly luxuries. 

§ 7. The first and most arduous conquests of Mahomet were those 
of his wife, his servant, his pupil, and his friend ; since he pre- 
dated himself as a prophet to those who were most convei*sant with 
his infirmities as a man. Yet Cadijah believed the words, and chc- 

GIBBON. X 
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rished the glory, of her husband ; the obsequious affectionate 
Zoid was tempted by the prospect of freedom ; the illustrious Ali, 
the son of Abu Taleb, embraced the sentiments of his cousin with 
the spirit of a youthful hero ; and the wealth, the moderation, the 
veracity of Abubeker, confirmed the religion of the prophet whom 
he was destined to succeed. By his persuasion ten of the most 
respectable citizens of Mecca were introduced to the private lessons 
of Islam ; they yielded to the voice of reason and enthusiasm ; they 
repeated the fundamental creed, “ There is but one God, and Ma- 
homet is the apostle of God and their faith, even in this life, was 
rewarded with riches and honours, with the command of armies and 
the government of kingdoms. Three years were silently employed 
in the conversion of fourteen j)ro8elytes, the first-fruits of his mis- 
sion ; but in the fourth year he assumed the prophetic office, and, 
resolving to impart to his family the light of divine truth, he pre- 
^.pared a banquet, a lamb, as it is said, and a bowl of milk, for the 
'’entertainment of forty guests of the i*ace of Hashem. “ Friends and 
kinsmen,” said Mahomet to the assembly, “ I offer you, and I alone 
can offer, the most precious of gifts, the treasures of this world and 
of the world to come. God has commanded me to call you to his 
service. Who among you will support my burden ? Who among 
you will be my companion and my vizir ? ” No answer was re- 
turned, till the silence of astonishment, and doubt, and contempt 
was at length broken by the impatient courage of Ali, a youth in 
the 14th year of his age. ** O prophet, I am the man : whosoever 
rises against thee, I will dash out his teeth, tear out his eyes, break 
his legs, rip up his belly. O prophet, I will bo thy vizir over 
them.” Mahomet accepted his offer with transport, and Abu Taleb 
was ironically exhorted to respect the superior dignity of his son. 
In a more serious tone, the father of Ali advised his nephew to re- 
linquish his impracticable design. “ Spare your remonstrances,” 
replied the intrei)id fanatic to his uncle and benefactor ; “ if they 
should place the sun on my right hand, and the moon on my left, 
they should not divert me from my course.” He persevered ten 
years in the exercise of his mission ; and the religion which has 
overspread the East and the West advanced with a slow and painful 
X>rogress within the walls of Mecca. 

§ 8. The Koreishites, who had long been jealous of the pre-emi- 
nence of the family of Hashem, • attempted to crush the reformer. 
But Abu Taleb, though he did not adopt the. religion, protected the 
person of his nephew ; the most helpless or timid of the disciples 
retired to .^Ethiopia, and the prophet withdrew himself to various 
places of strength in the town and country. The death of Abu 
Taleb at length abandoned Mabomet to the power of his enemies, 
at the moment when he was deprived of his domestic comforts by 
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the loss of his faithful and generous Gadijah. Abtt Sophian, the 
chief of the branch of Ommiyah, succeeded to the principality of the 
republic of Mecca. A zealous votary of the idols, a mortal foe of 
the line of Hashemi, he convened an assembly of the Koreishites and 
their allies to decide* the fate of the apostle. His death was re- 
solved ; and they agreed that a sword from each tribe should be 
buried in his heart, to divide the guilt of his blood, and baffle the 
vengeance of the Hashemites. An angel or a spy revealed their 
conspiracy, and flight was the only resource of Mahomet. At the 
dead of night, accompanied by his friend Abubeker, he silently 
escaped from his heuse : the assassins watched at the door ; but they 
were deceived by the figure of Ali, who reposed on the bed, and was 
covered with the green vestment, of the apostle. The Koreish re- 
spected the piety of the heroic youth ; but some verses of Ali, which 
are still extant, exhibit an interesting picture of his anxiety, his 
tenderness, and his religious confidence. Three days Mahomet and 
his companion were concealed in the cave of Thor, at the distance 
of a league from Mecca. The diligence of the Koreish explored 
every haunt in the neighbourhood of the city : they arrived at the 
entrance of the cavern ; but the providential deceit of a sjSder’s web 
and a pigeon’s nest is supposed to convince them that the place was 
solitary and inviolate. “ We are only two,” said the trembling Abu- 
beker. There is a third,” replied the prophet ; “it is God him- 
self.” No sooner was the pursuit abated than the two fugitives 
issued from the rock and mountetl their camels : on the road to Me- 
dina they were overtaken by the emissaries of the Koreish ; they 
redeemed themselves with prayers and promises from their hands. 
In this eventful moment the lance of an Arab might have changed 
the history of the world. The flight of the prophet from Mecca to 
Medina (a.d. 622, April 19) has fixed the memorable ajra of the 
Hegira, which, at the end of twelve centuries, still discriminates the 
lunar years of the Mahometan nations. 

§ 9. The religion of the Koran might have perished in its cradle 
had not Medina embraced with faith and reverence the holy outcasts 
of Mecca. Some of the noblest citizens of Medina, in a pilgrimage 
to the Caaba, were converted by the preaching of Mahomet ; on 
their return they diffused the belief of God and his prophet, and the 
new alliance was ratified by their deputies in two secret and noc- 
turnal interviews on a hill in the suburbs of Mecca. They pro- 
mised, in the name of the city, that if Mahomet should be banished 
they would receive him as a confederate, obey him as a leader, and 
defend him to the last extremity, like their wives and children. 
Their treaty was ratified by the people, who unanimously embraced 
the profession of Islam ; and when the prophet made his public 
entry into Medina, sixteen days after his flight from Mecca,, he was 
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hailed with acclamations of loyalty and devotion. His bravest dis- 
ciples, who had been scattered by the storm, assembled round his per- 
son ; and the equal, though various, merit of the Moslems was distin- 
guished by the names of Mohagerians and Ansars, the fugitives of 
Mecca, and the auxiliaries of Medina. To Eradicate the seeds of 
jealousy, Mahomet judiciously coupled his principal followers with 
the rights and obligations of brethren ; and when Ali found himself 
without a peer, the prophet tenderly declared that he would be the 
companion and brother of the noble youth. The expedient was 
crowned with success ; the holy fraternity was respected in i)eace 
and war, and the two parties vied with each other in a generous 
emulation of courage and fidelity. 

From his establishment at Medina Mahomet assumed the exercise 
of the regal and sacerdotal office. A small portion of ground, the 
patrimony of two orphans, was acquired by gift or purchase ; on that 
chosen spot he built a house and a mosque, more venerable in their 
rude simplicity than the palaces and temples of the Assyrian caliphs. 
His seal of gold, or silver, was inscribed with the apostolic title ; 
when he prayed and preached in the weekly assembly, he leaned 
against the trunk of a palm-tree ; and it was long before he indulged 
himself in the use of a chair or pulpit of rough timber. The choice 
of an independent people had exalted the fugitive of Mecca to the 
rank of a sovereign ; and he was invested with the just prerogative 
of forming alliances, and of waging offensive or defensive war, Tlic 
imperfection of human rights was supplied and armed by the pleni- 
tude of divine power ; the prophet of Medina assumed, in his new 
revelations, a fiercer and more sanguinaiy tone : the means of per- 
suasion had been tried, the season of forbearance was elapsed, and 
he was now commanded to pro pagate h is reli gion t)ie sword^ to 
destroy the monuments of iffdlatfyTannTwit^^ regarding the sanc- 
tity of days or months, to pursue the unbelieving nations of the 
earth. The fair option of friendship, or submission, or battle, was 
proposed to the enemies of Mahomet. If they professed the creed of 
Islam, they were admitted to all the temporal and spiritual benefits 
of his primitive disciples, and marched under the same banner to 
extend the religion which they had embraced. 'I’he clemency of 
the prophet was decided by his interest : yet he seldom trampled on 
a prostrate enemy ; and he seems to promise that on the payment of 
a tribute the least guilty of his unbelieving subjects might be in- 
dulged in their worship, or at least in their imperfect faith. In the 
first months of his reign he practised the lessons of holy warfare, 
and displayed his white banner before the gates of Medina : the 
martial apostle fought in person at nine battles or sieges ; and fifty 
enterprises of war were achieved in ten years by himself or his lieu- 
tenants. The Arab continued to unite the professions of a merchant 
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and a robber ; and his petty excursions for the defence oi the attack 
of a caravan insensibly prepaTed his troops for the conquest of 
Arabia. From all sides the roving Arabs were allured to tiie stand- 
ard of religion an<> plunder : and the enjoyment of wealth And 
beauty was a feeble type of the joys of paradise prepared for the 
valiant martyrs of the faith. “ The sword,” says Mahomet, “ is 
the key of heaven and of hell : a drop of blood shed in the cause 
of God, a night spent in arms, is of more avail than two months of 
fasting or prayer : whosoever falls in battle, his sins are forgiven : at 
the day of judgment his wounds shall be resplendent as vermilion, 
and odoriferous as musk ; and the loss of his limbs shall be supplied 
by the wings of angels and cherubim.” The intrepid souls of the 
Arabs were fired with enthusiasm : the picture of the invisible world 
was strongly painted on their imagination ; and the death which 
they had always despised became an object of hope and desire. The 
Koran inculcates, in the most absolute sense, the tenets of fate and 
predestination, which would extinguish both industry and virtue, 
if the actions of man were governed by his speculative belief. Yet 
their influence in every ago has exalted the courage of the Saracens 
and Turks. The first companions of Mahomet advanced to battle 
with a fearless confidence : there is no danger where there is no 
chance : they were ordained to perish in their beds ; or they were 
safe and invulnerable amidst the darts of the enemy. 

§ 10. During the early years of his reign at Medina, Mahomet 
had to sustain the formidable attacks of the Koreish. In a.d. 
623 he gained a victory over his opponents in the famous vale of 
Beder, three stations from Medina ; but the forces on each side 
were small, and during the same year Abu Sophian advanced 
against Medina with a more powerful army. The second battle 
was fought on Mount Ohud, six miles to the north of Medina : 
the overwhelming number of the enemy prevailed ; the prophet was 
wounded, and the Musulmans gave way ; but the Koreish wanted 
strength or courage to undertake the siege of Medina. It was 
attacked in a.d. 625, by an army of 10,000 enemies; and this 
third expedition is variously named, from the nations which marched 
under the banner of Abu Sophian, from the ditch which was drawn 
before the city, and a catnp of three thousand Musulmans. The 
prudence of Mahomet declined a general engagement ; and the war 
was protracted twenty days, till the final separation of the confede- 
rates. A tempest of wind, rain, and hail overturned their tents : 
their private quarrels were fomented by an insidious adversary; 
and the Koreish, deserted by their allies, no longer hoped to subvert 
the throne, or to check the conquests, of their invincible exile. 

§ 11. The choice of Jerusalem for the first kebla of prayer dis- 
covers the early propensity of Mahomet in favour of the Jews ; and 
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happy would it have been for their temporal interest had they 
recognised in the Arabian prophet the hope of Israel and the pro- 
mised Messiah. Their obstinacy converted his friendship into 
implacable hatred, with which he pursued that finfortunate people 
to the last moment of his life. After repelling the attacks of the 
Koreish, Mahomet turned his arms against the ancient and wealthy 
town of Chaibar, situate six days’ journey to the north-east of 
Medina, and the seat of the Jewish power in Arabia : the tenitory, 
a fertile spot in the desert, was covered with plantations and cattle, 
and protected by eight castles, some of which were esteemed of 
impregnable strength. After the reduction of the castles the town 
of Chaibar submitted to the yoke. The chief of the tribe was tor- 
tured, in the presence of Mahomet, to force a confession of his 
hidden treasure : the industry of the shepherds and husbandmen 
was rewarded with a precarious toleration : they were permitted, so 
long as it should please the conqueror, to improve their patrimony, 
in equal shares, for his emolument and their own. Under the reign 
of Omar, the Jews of Chaibar were transplanted to Syria ; and the 
caliph alleged the injunction of his dying master, that one and the 
true religion should be professed in his native land of Arabia. 

§ 12. Five times each day the eyes of Mahomet were turned 
.towards Mecca, and he was urged by the most sacred and powerful 
motives to revisit, as a conqueror, the city and the temple from 
whence he had been driven as an exile. In his first expedition 
against the city he was alarmed by the numbers and resolution of 
the Koreish, and thought it more prudent to conclude with the 
Koreish and their allies a truce of ten years, in which he stijjulated 
only, for the ensuing year, the humble privilege of entering the city 
as a friend, and of remaining three days to accomplish the rites of 
the pilgrimage. The faith and hope of the pilgrims were rekindled 
by the prospect of Mecca : their swords were sheathed : seven times 
in the footsteps of the apostle they encompassed the Caaba : the 
Koreish had retired to the hills, and Mahomet, after the customary 
sacrifice, evacuated the city on the fourth day. The people was 
edified by his devotion ; the hostile chiefs were awed, or divided, or 
seduced ; and both Caled and Amrou, the future conquerora of 
Syria and Egypt, most seasonably deserted the sinking cause of 
idolatry. The power of Mahomet was increased by the submission 
of the Arabian tribes ; ten thousand soldiers were assembled for the 
conquest of Mecca ; and the idolaters, the weaker party, were easily 
convicted of violating the truce. Enthusiasm and discipline im- 
pelled the march, and preserved the secret, till the blaze of ten 
thousand fires proclaimed to the astonished Koreish the design, the 
approach, and the irresistible force of the enemy. The haughty 
Abu Sophian presented the keys of the city, and confessed that the 
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son of Abdallah was the apostle of the true God. The victorious 
exile forgave the guilt, and united the factious, of Mecca. The 
' people of Mecca deserved their pardon by the profession of Islam ; 
and after an exile of seven years, the fugitive missionary was en- 
throned as the prince and prophet of his native country (a.d. 630). 
But the 300 .idols of the Caaba were ignominiously broken ; the 
house of God was purified and adorned : as an example to future 
times, the apostle again fulfilled the duties of a pilgrim ; and a per- 
petual law was enacted that no unbeliever should dare to set his 
foot on the territory of the holy city. 

The conquest of Mecca determined the faith and obedience of the 
Arabian tribes ; who, according to the vicissitudes of fortune, had 
obeyed, or disregarded, the eloquence or the arms of the prophet. 
Some idolaters still resisted, • but they wei'e soon subdued; their 
temples were demolished, and the same sentence of destruction was 
executed on all the idols of Arabia. The nation submitted to the 
God and the sceptre of Maliomet : the opprobrious name of tribute 
was abolished ; the s]X)ntaneous or reluctant oblations of alms and 
tithes were applied to the service of religion; and 114,000, or 
according to a more probable tradition, 40,000, Moslems, accompa- 
nied the last lulgrimagc of the apostle. 

§ 13. When Heraclius returned in triumifii from the Persian war,* 
he entertained, at Emosa, one of the ambassadors of Mahomet, who 
invited the princes and nations of the earth to the profession of 
Islam. The first expedition of the Moslems against the Roman 
empire was the invasion of tlie territory of I’alestine, that extends 
to the eastward of the Jordan ; and the battle of Miita was the first 
military action which tried the valour of the Moslems against a 
foreign enemy. Zeid, the slave of the proi)het, who was entrusted 
with the holy banner, was slain, but the valour of Caled, the prose- 
lyte of Mecca, withstood and repulsed the superior numbers of the 
Christians. In the nocturnal council. of the camj) he was chosen to 
command : his skilful evolutions of the ensuing day secured either 
tho victory or the retreat of the Saracens ; and Caled is renowned 
among his brethren and his enemies by the glorious apx)ellation of 
the Sivord of Qod, After the conquest of Mecca the sovereign of 
Arabia affected to anticipate the hostile i^rcparations of Heraclius ; 
and solemnly proclaimed war against the Homans, without attempt- 
ing to disguise the hardships and dangers of the enterprise. The 
Moslems were discouraged: they alleged the want of money, or 
horses, or provisions ; the season of harvest, and the intolerable 
heat of the summer: “Hell is much hotter,” said the indignant 
prophet. He disdained to compel their service : but on Ids return 
he admonished the most guilty, by an excommunication of 50 days. 
Their desertion enhanced the merit of Ahubeker, Othman, and the 
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faitliful companions who devoted their lives and fortunes; Ma- 
homet displayed his banner at the head of 10,000 horse and 20,000 
foot : but he did not advance further than the grove and fountain of 
Tabuc, situate ten days* journey from Medina and Damascus (a.d. 
631). He declared himself satisfied with the peaceful intentions, he 
f was more probably daunted by the martial array, of the emperor of 
the East. But the active and intrepid Caled spread around the terrer 
of his name ; and the prophet received the submission of the tribes 
and cities, from the Euphrates to Ailah, at the head of the Red Sea, 
1*0 his Christian subjects Mahomet readily granted the security of 
:i-.eir persons, the freedom of their trade, the property of their goods, 
and the toleration of their worship. The weakness of their Arabian 
\brcthrea had restrained them from opposing his ambition ; the dis- 
ci jdes of Jesus were endeared to the enemy of the Jews ; and it was 
tlie interest of a conqueror to propose a fair capitulation to the most 
lX)werful religion of the earth. 

§ 14. Till the age of sixty-three years the strength of Mahomet 
was equal to the temporal and spiritual fatigues of his mission. 
During four years the health of the prophet declined ; his infirmi- 
ties increased ; but his mortal disease was a fever of fourteen days, 
which deprived him by intervals of the use of reason. He beheld 
•with temperate firmness the approach of death ; enfranchised his 
slaves ; minutely directed the order of his funeral ; and moderated 
the lamentations of his 'weeping friends, on whom he bestowed the 
benediction of i^eace. Till the third day before his death he regu- 
larly performed the function of public prayer : tlio choice of Abu- 
beker to supply his place appeared to mark that ancient and faithful 
friend as his successor in the sacerdotal and regal office ; but bo 
prudently declined the risk and envy of a more explicit nomination. 
If the slightest credit may be afforded to the traditions of his wives 
and companions, he maintained, in the bosom of his family, and to 
tlie last moments of his life, the dignity of an apostle, and the faith 
of an enthusiast ; described the visits of Gabriel, who bid an ever- 
lasting farewell to the earth ; and expressed his lively confidence, 
not only in the mercy, but in the favour, of the Supreme Being. In 
a familiar discourse he had mentioned his special prerogative, that 
the angel of death was not allowed to take his soul till he had 
respectfully asked the permission of the prophet. The request was 
granted ; and Mahomet immediately fell into the agony of his dis- 
solution : his head was reclined on the lap of Ayesha, the best 
beloved of all bis wives ; he fainted witli the violence of pain ; 
recovering his spirits, he raised his eyes towards the roof of tlie 
house, and, with a steady look, though a faltering voice, uttered 
the last broken, though articulate, words ; “ O God I . . . . pardon 
my sins .... Yes, .... I come, .... among my fellow-citizens 
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on higli and thus peaceably expired on a carpet spread upon the 
floor (a.d. 632). He was piously interred by the hands of his 
nearest kinsman, on the same spot on which he expired : Medina 
has been sanctified by the death and burial of Mfdiomet ; and 
the innumerable pilgrims of Mecca often turn aside from the 
way, to bow, in voluntary devotion, before the simple tomb of the 
prophet. 

§ 15. The good sense of Mahomet despised the pomp of royalty ; 
the apostle of God submitted to the menial offices of the family ; he 
kindled the fire, swept the floor, milked the ewes, and mended with 
his own hands his shoes and his woollen garment. Disdaining the 
penance and merf« of an hermit, he observed, without efibrt or 
vanity, the abstemious diet of an Arab and a soldier. The inter- 
diction of wine was confirmed by his example ; his hunger was 
appeased with a sparing allowance of barley-bread : he delighted in 
the taste of milk and honey ; but his ordinary food consisted of 
dates and water. Mahomet esjioused 17 or 15 wives ; and eleven 
are enumerated who occupied at Medina tlieir separate apartments 
round the house of the a]x»stle. What is singular enough, . they 
were all widows, excepting only Ayesha, the daughter of Abubeker. 
The youth, the beauty, the spirit of Ayesha gave her a superior 
ascendant : she was beloved and trusted by the prophet ; and, 
after his death, the daughter of Abubeker was long revered as the 
mother of the faithful. But during the twenty-four years of his 
marriage with Cadijah, lier youthful husband abstained from the 
right of polygamy, and the pride or tenderness of the venerable 
matron was never insulted by the society of a rival. After her 
death he placed her in the rank of the four perfect women, 'with the 
sister of Moses, the mother of Jesus, and Fatima, the best beloved 
of his daughters. ** Was she ’not old ? said Ayesha, with the 
insolence of a blooming beauty ; “ has not God given you a better 
in her place ? ” “ No, by God,” said Mahomet, witli an effusion of 

honest gratitude, “ there never can be a better 1 She believed in 
me when men despised me ; she relieved my wants when 1 w^as 
poor and persecuted by the world.” 

In the indulgence of polygamy, the founder of a religion and 
empire might aspire to multiply the chances of a numerous posterity 
and a lineal succession. The hopes of Mahomet were fatally dis- 
appointed. Cadijah alone, and Mary, his Egyptian concubine, bore 
him any children. But the four sons of Cadijah died in their 
infancy, and Ibrahim, the son of Mary, lived only fifteen months. 
Cadijah had likewise given him four daughters, who were married 
to the most faithful of his disciples : the three eldest died before 
their father ; but Fatima, who possessed his confidence and love, 
became the wife of her cousin Ali, and tlie mother of an illustrious 
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progeny. The merit and misfortunes of Ali and his descendants 
will lead me to anticipate in this place, the series of the Saracen 
caliphs, a title which describes the commanders of the faithful as 
the vicars and successors of the apostle of God.* 

§ 16. The birth, the alliance, the character of Ali, which exalted 
him above the rest of his countrymen, might justify his claim to 
the vacant throne of Arabia. The sou of Abu Taleb was, in his 
own right, the chief of the family of Hashem, and the hereditary 
jjrince or guardian of the city and temple of Mecca. The light of 
prophecy was extinct ; but the husband of Fatima might expect the 
inheritance and blessing of her father: the Arabs had sometimes 
been patient of a female reign ; and the two grandsons of the proi)lict 
had often been fondled in his lap, and shown in his pulpit, as the 
hope of his age, and the chief of the youth of paradise. From 
the first hour of his mission to the last rites of his funeral, the 
apostle was never forsaken by a generous friend, whom ho delighted 
to name his brother, his vicegerent, and the faithful Aaron of a 
second Moses. The son of Abu I'aleb was afterwards reproached 
for neglecting to secure his interest by a solemn declaration of his 
right, which would have silenced all competition, and sealed his 
succession by the .decrees of Heaven. But the unsuspecting h(?ro 
confided in himself : the jealousy of empire, and perhaps the fear of 
opposition, mij^ht suspend the resolutions of Mahomet ; and the bed 
of sickness was besieged by the artful Ayesha, the daughter of Abu- 
beker, and the enemy of Ali. 

§ 17. The silence and death of the prophet restored the liberty of 
the people ; and his companions convened an assembly to deliberate 
on the choice of his successor. The hereditary claim and lofty 
spirit of Ali were offensive to an aristocracy of elders, desirous of 
bestowing and resuming the sceptre by a free and frequent election : 
the Koreish could never be reconciled to the proud pre-eminence of 
the line of Hashem : the ancient discord of the tribes was rekindled ; 
the fugitives of Mecca and the auxiliaries of Medina asserted their 
respective merits ; and the rash proposal of choosing two inde- 
pendent caliphs would have crushed in their infancy the religion 
and empire of the Saracens. The tumult was appeased by the 
disinterested resolution of Omar, who, suddenly renouncing his own 
pretensions, stretched forth his hand and declared himself the first 
subject of the mild and venerable Abubeker. After a reign of two 
years (a.d. 632-634) the aged caliph was summoned by the angel 
of death. In his testament, with the tacit approbation of the com- 
panions, he bequeathed the sceptre to the firm and intrepid virtue 
of Omar. After a reign of 10 yeara (a.d. 634—644) Omar received 
a mortal wound from the hand of an assassin: he rejected with 
* Caliph in Arabic meana “ successor.*’ 
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equal impartiality the names of his son and of Ali, refused to load 
his conscience with the sins of his successor, and devolved on six of 
the most respectable companions the arduous task of electing a com- 
mander of the faithful. Their choice fell upon Othman, the secre- 
tary of Mahomet (a.d. 644-656) ; nor was it till after the third 
caliph, 24 years after the death of the prophet, that Ali was in- 
vested by the popular choice with the regal and sacerdotal ofiBce. 

§ 18. The religious discord of the friends and enemies of Ali has 
been renewed in every age of the Hegira, and is still maintained in 
the immortal hatred of the Persians and Turks. The former, who 
are branded with the appellation of Shiites or sectanes, have en- 
riched the Mahometan creed with a new article of faith ; and if Ma- 
homet be the apostle, his companion Ali is the vicar of God. In 
their private converse, in their public worship, they bitterly exe- 
crate the three usurj^rs who intercepted his indefeasible right to 
the dignity of Imam and Caliph. The Sonnites, who are supported 
by the general consent and orthodox tradition of the Musulmans, 
entertain a more impartial, or at least a more decent opinion. They 
respect the memory of Abubeker, Omar, Othman, and Ali, the holy 
and legitimate successors of the prophet. But they assign the last 
and most humble place to the husband of Fatima, in the persuasion 
that the order of succession was determined by the degrees of sanc- 
tity. An historian who balances the four caliphs with a hand un- 
shaken by superstition will calmly pronounce that their manners 
were alike pure and exemplary ; that their zeal was fervent, and 
probably sincere ; and that, in the midst of riches and power, their 
lives were devoted to the practice of moral and religious duties. But 
the public virtues of Abubeker and Omar, the prudence of the first, 
the severity of the second, maintained the peace and prosperity of 
their reigns. The feeble temper and declining age of Othman were 
incapable of sustaining the weight of conquest and empire. The 
spirit of discord went forth in the provinces ; the deputies of the 
rebels assembled at Medina, and despatched a haughty mandate to 
their sovereign, requiring him to execute justice or to descend from 
the throne. The calijjh had lost the only guard of his predecessors, 
the esteem and confidence of the Moslems : during a siege of six 
weeks his water and provisions were intercepted,' and the feeble 
gates of the palace were protected only by the scruples of the more 
timorous rebels. Forsaken by those who had abused his simplicity, 
the helpless and venerable caliph expected the approach of death : 
the brother of Ayesha marched at the head of tlie assassins ; and 
Othman, Avith the Koran in his lap, was pierced with a multitude 
of wounds. A tumultuous anarchy of five days was appeased by 
the inauguration ©f Ali. 

§ 19. A life of prayer and contemplation had not chilled the 
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martial activity of Ali ; but in a mature age, after a l<mg experience 
of mankind, he still betrayed in his conduct the rashness and indis- 
cretion of youth. In the first days of his reign he neglected to 
secure, either by gifts or fetters, the doubtful allegiance of Telha 
and Zobeir, two of the most powerful of the Arabian chiefs. U'hey 
escaped from Medina to Mecca, and from thence to Bassora, where 
they erected the standard of revolt. They were accompanied in 
their flight by Ayesha, the widow of the j)rophet, who cherished to 
the last hour of her life an implacable hatred against the husband 
and the posterity of Fatima. The caliph encountered and defeated 
the superior numbers of the rebels under the walls of Bassora. 
Their leaders, Telha and Zobeir, were slain in the first battle that 
stained with civil blood the arms of the Moslems. After passing 
through the ranks to animate the troops, Ayesha had chosen her 
post amidst the dangers of the field. In the heat of the action, 
seventy men who held the bridle of her camel were successively 
killed or wounded ; and the cage, or litter, in which she sat was 
stuck with javelins and darts like the quills of a porcupine. The 
venerable captive sustained with firmness the reproaches of the con- 
queror, and was speedily dismissed to her proper station, at the 
tomb of Mahomet, with the respect and tenderness that was still 
due to the widow of the apostle. After this victory Ali marched 
against a more formidable adversary ; against Moawiyah, the son of 
Abu Sophian, who had assumed the title of caliph, and whose claim 
was supported by the forces of Syria and the interest of the house of 
Ommiyah. In the plain along the western bank of the Euphrates, 
Ali drove back the forces of his adversary ; but the certain victory 
was snatched from his grasp by the disobedience and enthusiasm of 
his troops. Their conscience was awed by the solemn appeal to the 
books of the Koran which Moawiyah exposed on the foremost lances ; 
and Ali was compelled to yield to a disgraceful truce and an insi- 
dious compromise. He retreated with sorrow and indignation to 
Cufa ; his party was discouraged ; the distant provinces of Persia, of 
Yemen, and of Egypt were subdued or seduced by his crafty rival ; 
and the stroke of fanaticism, which was aimed against the three 
chiefs of the nation, was fatal only to the cousin of Mahomet. In 
the temple of Mecca three Charijites discoursed of the disorders of 
the church and state : they soon agreed that the deaths of Ali, of 
Moawiyah, and of his friend Amrou, the viceroy of Egypt, wduld 
restore the peace and unity of religion. Each of the assassins chose 
his victim, poisoned his dagger, devoted his life, and secretly re- 
paired to the scene of action. Their resolution was equally des- 
perate : but the first mistook the person of Amrou, and stabb^ the 

♦ Charijites (deserters, rebels) was the name given to all those who 
revolted from the lawful Imam* 
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deputy who occupied his seat ; Moawiyah was dangerously hurt by 
the second ; the lawful caliph, in the mosque of Cufa, received a 
mortal wound from the hand of the third. He expired in the 68rd 
year of his age (a.d. 661), and mercifully recommended to his chil- 
dren that they would despatch the murderer by a single stroke. 
The sepulchre of Ali was concealed from the tyrants of the house of 
Oinmiyah ; but in the fourth age of the Hegira, a tomb, a temple, a 
city, arose near the ruins of Cufa. Many thousands of the Shiites 
repose in holy ground at the feet of the vicar of God ; and the desert 
is vivified by the numerous and annual visits of the Persians, who. 
esteem their devotion not less meritorious than the pilgrimage of 
Mecca. 

§ 20. The persecutors of Mahomet usurped the inheritance of his 
cnildren. After the death of Ali, Moawiyah negociated the abdi- 
cation of his son Hassan, who retired without a sigh from the 
jmlace of Cufa to an humble cell near the tomb of his grandfather. 
The aspiring wishes of the caliph were finally crowned by the im- 
portant change of an elective to an hereditary kingdom. Some mur- 
murs of freedom or fanaticism attested the reluctance of the Arabs ; 
but the designs of Moawiyah w'ere conducted with vigour and ad- 
dress ; and his sou Yezid, a feeble and dissolute youth, was pro- 
claimed as the commander of the faithful and the successor of the 
aix)stle of God. Hosein, the younger brother of Hassan, was mur- 
dered at a later period (a.d. 680) ; and on the annual festival of his 
martyrdom, in the devout pilgrimage to his sepulchre, his Persian 
votaries abandon their souls to the religious frenzy of sorrow and 
indignation. The twelve Imams, or pontiffs, of the Persian creed, 
are Ali, Hassan, Hosein, and the lineal descendants of Hosein to 
the ninth generation. In the lapse of two or three centuries, the 
posterity of Abbas, the uncle of Mahomet, had multiplied to the 
number of 33,000 ; the race of Ali might be equally prolific ; and in 
the various conditions of princes, or doctors, or nobles, or merchants, 
or beggars, a swarm of the genuine or fictitious descendants of Ma- 
homet and Ali is honoured with the appellation of sheiks, or sherifs, 
or emirs. In the Ottoman empire they are distinguished by a gi*een 
turban ; receive a stii^end from the treasury ; are judged only by 
their chief ; and, however debased by fortune or character, still assert 
the proud pre-eminence of their birth. A family of 300 persons, 
the pure and orthodox branch of the caliph Hassan, is preserved 
without taint or suspicion in the holy cities of Mecca and Medina, 
and still retains, after the revolutions of twelve centuries, the cus- 
tody of the temple and the sovereignty of their native land. The 
fame and merit of Mahomet would ennoble a plebeian race, and the 
ancient blood of the Koreish transcends the recent majesty of the 
kings of the earth. 
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of Spain. § 7. Empire of the Caliphs. § 8. Limits of the Arabian 
conquests. § 9. First siege of Constantinople by the Arabs. § 10, 
Second siege of Constantinople. § 11. Invention and use of thef Greek 
fire. § 12. Invasion of France by the Saracens: their defeat by Charles 
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$ 22. Sect of the Cannathiane. S 23. The ind^endent dynaati^ $ 24. 

Fallen state of the caliphs of Bagdad. § 26. Conqueata of NioapiUMfU% 

Phocas, and John Zimiscea. 

§ 1. In the victorious -days of the Boman republic it bad been tho 
aim of the senate to confine their councils and legions to a single 
war, and completely to si^ppress a first enemy before they provoked 
the hostilities of a second. These timid maxims of policy werd 
disdained by the magnanimity or enthusiasm of the Arabian caliphs. 
With the same vigour and success they invaded the successors of 
Augustus and those of Artaxerxes ; and the rival monarchies at the 
same instant became the prey of an enemy whom they had been so 
long accustomed to despise. One hundred years after the flight of 
Mfihomet from Mecca the arms and the reign of his successors ex- 
tended from India to the Atlantic Ocean, over the various and distant 
provinces which may be comprised under the names of, I. Persia ; 

II. Syria ; 111. Egypt; IV. Africa ; and V. Spain. The first calij^ihs 
ascended the throne in a venerable or mature age ; and their con- 
quests were gained by their lieutenants. Except the presence of 
Omar at the siege of Jerusalem, their longest expeditions were the 
frequent pilgrimage from Medina to Mecca ; and they calmly re- 
ceived the tidings of victory as they prayed or preached before tho 
sepulchre of the prophet. 

§2. I. Conquest of Persia, a.d. 636-651. — In the first year of 
tho first caliph, Yezdegerd, the grandson of Chosroes, was placed 
upon the Persian throne ; and the date of the accession of the last 
king of Persia coincides with an astronomical period, called the 
era of Yezdegerd (Juno 16, a.d. 632). Soon after his accession the 
Saracens poured into his dominions ; and the fate of the Persian 
monarchy was virtually decided by the battle of Cadesia (a.d. 
636), a city upon the Tigris. After this victory the wealthy 
province of Irak, or Assyria, submitted to the caliph, and his 
conquests were firmly established by the sjxjcdy foundation of 
Bassora, which was planted upon tho western bank of the united 
channel of the Euphrates and the Tigris, midway between the junc- 
tion and the* mouth of three famous streams. In the following year 
Ctesiphoii or Madayn was taken and sacked by the Saracens ; and 
the capital of the Sassanian kings was gradually deserted. The 
Saracens disliked the air and situation of the place, and Omar was 
advised by his general to remove the seat of government to the 
western side of tho Euphrates, where the city of Cufa rapidly arose. 

The sack of Ctesiphon was followed by the successive reduction 
of the provinces of the Persian empire ; and at the end of a few 
years the authority of the caliphs was acknowledged throughout fhe 
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entire dominions of the Sassanian monarchs. Yezdegerd, who had 
fled beyond the Oxus as far as the Jaxartes, returned with an army 
of Turks to conquer the inheritance of his fathers. The fortunate 
Moslems, without unsheathing their swords, were the spectators of 
his ruin and death. The grandson of Chosroes was betrayed by his 
servant,* insulted by the seditious inhabitants of Meron, and op- 
pressed, defeated, and pursued by his barbarian allies. He reached 
the banks of a river, but was overtakex^and slaughtered by the 
Turkish cavalry, in the 19th year of his unhappy reign (a.d. 651). 

After the fall of the Persian kingdom, the river Oxus divided the 
territories of the Saracens and of the Turks. This narrow boundary 
was soon overleaped by the spirit of the Arabs ; the governors of 
Chorasan extended their successive inroads ; but the final conquest 
of Transoxiana, as well as of Spain, was reserved for the glorious 
reign of the inactive Walid ; and the name of Gatibah, the camel- 
driver, declares the origin and merit of his successful lieutenant. 
While one of his colleagues displayed the first Mahometon banner 
on the banks of the Indus, the spacious regions between the Oxus, 
the Jaxartes, and the Caspian Sea were reduced by thd arms of 
Gatibah to the obedience of the prophet and of the caliph (a. d. 710). 
A tribute of two millions of 'pieces of gold was imposed on the 
infidels; the Musulman chief pronounced a sermon in the new 
mosque of Carizme ; and the emjHjrors of China solicited the friend- 
ship of the victorious Arabs. 

§ 3. II. Conquest of Syria, a.d. 632-639. — The command of the 
army destined to invade Syria was delegated by Abubeker to Abu 
Obeidah, one of the companions of Mahomet ; whose zeal and de- 
votion were assuaged, without being abated, by the singular mild- 
ness and benevolence of his temper. But in all the emergencies 
of war the soldiers demanded the superior genius of Caled ; and 
whoever might be the choice of the prince, the Sword of God was 
both in fact and fame the foremost leader of the Saracens. They 
commenced the campaign by the capture of Bosra, and then ad- 
vanced against Damascus. The forces which Heraclius sent under 
the command of his general Werdan, to repel the invaders of Syria, 
were defeated in two great battles, first on the plain of Aiznadin in 
the south of Palestine (a.d. 634, July 30), and a second time on 
the banks of the Yermuk, which flows into the lake of Tiberias (a.d. 
634, August 22). The loss of the latter battle was followed by the 
capture of Damascus (a.d. 635, January). Emesa or Hem%and 
Heliopolis or Baalbec, the former the metropolis of the plain, the 
latter the capital of the valley, next fell into the hands of the 
Saracens ; and Jerusalem, after a siege of four months, surrendered 
to }he followers of the prophet (a.d. 637). The caliph Omar came 
In person to receive the capitulation of Jerusalem. By his command 
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the ground of the temple of Solomon was prepared for iho foundation 
of a mosque ; and, during a residence of ten days, he regulated the 
present and future state of his Syrian conquests. 

In the life of Heraclius the glories of the Persian war are clouded 
on cither hand by the disgrace and weakness of his more early and 
his later days. In the hour of adversity his superstition *was agi- 
tated by the omens and dreams of a falling crown ; and after 
bidding an eternal farewell to Syria, he secretly embarked with a 
few attendants, and absolved the faith of his subjects (a.i>. 638). 
Antioch purchased its safety with 300,000 pieces of gold ; Caesarea 
surrendered ; the remainder of the province no longer presumed to 
dispute the will of the conqueror; and Syria bowed under the 
sceptre of the caliphs 700 years after Pompey had despoiled the last 
of the Macedonian kings (a.d. 639). 

§ 4. III. Conquest of Egypt ^ a.d. 639-641. — From his camp in 
Palestine Amrou had suvi)rised or anticipated the caliph’s leave 
for the invasion of Egypt. After a siege of 30 days he took 
possession of Farmah or Pelusium ; and then advanced against 
Memphis, situated on the western side of the Nile, at a small dis- 
tance to the south of the Delta. The banks of the Nile were 
united by two bridges of 60 and of 3Q boats, connected in the middle 
stream by the small island of Rouda. The eastern extremity of the 
bridge was terminated by the town of Babylon and the camp of a 
Roman legion, which protected the passage of the river and the 
second capital of Egypt. This important fortress, which might 
fairly be described as a part of Memx)his or Misrah^ was taken by 
Amrou after a siege of some months. The sxx)t was afterwards 
recommended to the conqueror by the easy communication with the 
gulf and the peninsula of Arabia; the remains of Memphis were 
deserted ; and the tents of the Arabs were converted into permanent 
habitations. A new city arose in their cam^j on the eastward bank 
of the Nile ; and the contiguous quarters of Babylon and Fostat are 
confounded in their present decay by the axq^ellation of Old Misrah, 
or Cairo, of which they form an. ex tensive suburb. But the name 
of Cairo, the town of victoiy, more strictly belongs to the modem 
capital, which was founded in the tenth century by the Fatiinite 
caliphs. 

Yet the Arabs, after a glorious and profitable enterprise, must 
have retreated to the desert, had they not found a powerful alliance 
in tlM heart of the country. The j^ersecution of the Coptic Christ- 
iansw Jacobites by the emperors of Constantinople had converted 
a sect into a nation, and alienated Egypt from the religion and 
government of Constantinox^le. The Saracens were received as tlie 
deliverers of the Jacobite church ; and a secret and effectual treaty 
was opened during the siege of Memphis between a victorious army 
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and a people of ‘slaves. The Copts agreed to pay a stipulated tri- 
bute, and swore allegiance to the caliph. In the march from Mem- 
phis to Alexandria the lieutenant of Omar intrusted his safety to 
the zeal and gratitude of the Egyptians : the roads and bridges were 
diligently repaired ; and in every step of his progress he could de- 
pend on* a constant supply of provisions and intelligence. The 
Greeks of Egypt, whose numbers could scarcely equal a tenth of 
the natives, were overwhelmed by the universal defection : they had 
ever been hated, they were no longer feared : the magistrate fled 
from his tribunal, the bishop from his altar ; and the distant garri- 
sons were surprised or starved by the surrounding multitudes. 

The siege of Alexandria by the Saracens was perhaps their most 
arduous and important enterprise. The first trading city in the 
world was abundantly replenished with the means of subsistence 
and defence. Her numerous inhabitants fought for the dearest of 
human rights, religion and property ; and the enmity of the natives 
seemed to excludo them from the common benefit of peace and 
toleration. The sea was continually open ; and if Heraclius had 
been awake to the public distress, fresh armies of Romans and bar- 
barians might have been poured into the harbour to save the second 
capital of the empire. The efforts of the Arabs were not inadequate 
to the difficulty of the attempt and the value of the prize. From 
the throne of Medina the eyes of Omar were fixed on the camp and 
city ; his voice excited to arms the Arabian tribes and the veterans 
of Syria ; and the merit of a holy war was recommended by the 
peculiar fame and fertility of Egypt. At length, after a siege of 
14 months, and the loss of 23,000 men, the Saracens prevailed ; the 
Greeks embarked their dispirited and diminished numbers, and the 
standard of Mahomet was planted on the walls of the cai'ital of 
(a.d, 641). The intelligence of this disgraceful and calami- 
tous event afflicted the declining health of the emi)eror ; and He- 
raclius died of a dropsy about seven weeks after the loss of Alex- 
andria. Under the minority of his grandson the clamours of a 
people deprived of their daily sustenance compelled the Byzantine 
court to undertake the recovery of the capital of Egypt. In the 
space of four years the harbour and fortifications of Alexandria were 
twice occupied by a fleet and army of Romans. But they were 
twice expelled by the valour of Amrou, who was recalled by the 
domestic peril from the distant wars of Tripoli and Nubia. 

The celebrated story of the fate of the Alexandrian library, as it 
is described by the Arabic historians, must not be passed over in 
silence. The spirit of Amrou was more curious and liberal than 
that of his brethren, and in his leisure hours the Arabian chief was 
pleased with the conversation of John, the last disciple of Ammo- 
nius, and who derived the surname of Philoponus from his laborious 
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studies of grammar aud philosophy. Emboldened by this familiar 
intercourse, Philoponus presumed to solicit a gift, inestimable in hi$ 
opinion, contemptible in that of the barbarians — the royal library, 
which alone, among the spoils of Alexandria, had not been appro- 
priated by the visit and the seal of the conqueror. Amrou was in- 
clined to gratify the wish of the grammarian, but his rigid integrity 
refused to alienate the minutest object without the consent of the 
caliph : and the well-known answer of Omar was inspired by the 
ignorance of a fanatic. “ If these writings of the Greeks agree with 
the book of God, they arc useless and need not be preserved : if they 
disagree, they are pernicious and ought to be destroyed.” The sen- 
tence was executed with blind obedience : the volumes of paper or 
parchment were distributed to the 4000 baths of the city ; and such 
was their incredible multitude, that six months were barely suffi- 
cient for the consumption of this precious fuel.* 

§ 6. IV. The c<mqucst of Africa^ a.d. 647-709. — The conquest of 
Africa was first intrusted to Abdallah, the foster-brother of the 
caliph Othman, who had lately supplanted the conqueror and 
lieutenant of Egypt (a.d. 647) ; but though he gained some signal 
victories in a campaign of 15 months, the Saracens did not obtain a 
solid establishment till the reign of the caliph Moawiyah. His first 
lieutenant acquired a just renown ; but the title of conqueror of 
Africa is more justly due to his successor Akbah. He penetrated 
as far as the Atlantic, and founded the city of Cairoan, to curb 
the levity of the barbarians, and to serve as a place of refuge 
against the accidents of war (a.d. 670-675). The further conquest 
of Africa was interrupted by the civil discord of the Arabian mon- 
archy. The sea-coast still remained in the hands of the Greeks ; 
and it was not till the reign of the caliph Abdalmalek, that the 
Greeks were expelled from Africa (a.d. 692-698). Carthage was 
delivered to the flames, and the colony of Dido and Csesar lay 
desolate above 200 years, till a part of the old circumference was 
repeopled by the first of the Fatimitc caliphs. In the beginning of 
the 16th century the second capital of the West was represented by 
a mosque, a college without students, 25 or 30 shops, and the huts 
of 500 peasants. Even that paltry village was swej^t away by the 
Spaniards whom Charles V. had stationed in the fortress of tho 
Goletta. 

After the expulsion of the Greeks, the Moors, or Berbers, in 
the interior provinces, maintained a disorderly resistance to the 
religion and power of the successors of Mahomet. They were at 
length finally subdued by the activity of Musa (a.d. 709). Thirty 
thousand of the barbarian youth were enlisted in the troops ; and 

♦ This tale is rejected by Gibbon, but has been accepted by several subse- 
quent writers of authority. 
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the pious labours of Musa, to inculcate the knowledge and practice 
of the Koran, accustomed the Africans to obey the apostle of God 
and the commander of the faithful. In their climate and govern- 
ment, their diet and habitation, the wandering Moors resembled the 
Bedoweens of the desert. With the religion they were^firoud to 
adopt the language, name, and origin of Arabs : the blood of the 
strangers and natives was insensibly mingled ; and from the Eu- 
phrates to the Atlantic the same nation might seem to be diffused 
over the sandy plains of Asia and Africa. 

§ 6. V, Conquest of Spain^ a.d. 711-713. — The Gothic kings 
of Spain Kad possession of the fortress of Ceuta ; one of the Columns 
of Hercules, which is divided by a narrow strait from the opposite 
pillar or point of Europe. A small portion of Mauritania was still 
wanting to the African conquest ; but Musa, in the pride of victory, 
was repulsed from the walls of Ceuta, by the vigilance and courage 
of Count Julian, the general of the Goths. From his disai)point- 
ment and perplexity Musa was relieved by an unexpected message 
of the Christian chief, who offered his place, his person, and his 
sword to the successors of Mahomet, and solicited the disgraceful 
honour of introducing their arms into the heart of Spain. If we 
inquire into the cause of his treachery, the Spaniards will repeat 
the popular story of his daughter Cava ; of a virgin who was 
seduced, or ravished, by her sovereign ; of a father who sacrificed 
his religion and country to the thirst of revenge. The passions of 
princes have often been licentious and destructive ; but this well- 
known tale, romantic in itself, is indifferently supported by external 
evidence ; and the history of Spain will suggest some motives of 
interest and policy more congenial to the breast of a veteran states- 
man. After the decease or deposition of Witiza, his two sons were 
supplanted by the ambition of Roderic, a noble Goth, whose father, 
the duke or governor of a province, had fallen a victim to the pre- 
ceding tyranny. It is probable that Julian was involved in the 
disgrace of the sous of the late monarch ; that, too feeble to meet 
his sovereign in arms, he souglit the aid of a foreign power ; and his 
rash invitation of the Moors and Arabs produced the calamities of 
800 years. In a.d. 711, 5000 veterans and volunteers were em- 
barked under the command of Tarik, a dauntless and skilful soldier, 
who surpassed the expectation of his chief; and the necessary 
transports were provided by the industry of their too faithful ally. 
The Saracens landed at the pillar or point of Europe ; the corrupt 
and familiar appellation of Gibraltar {Gebd al Tarik) describes 
the mountain of Tarik ; and the entrenchments of his camp 
were the first outline of those fortifications which, in the hands 
of our countrymen, resisted the art and power of the house of 
Bourbon, Roderic assembled an array formidable in numbers ; and 
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the battle which determined the fate of the kingdom was fought neat 
the town of Xeres, in the neighbourhood of Cadiz. The Saracens 
were victorious ; and the remains of tlie Gothic army were scattered 
or destroyed in the flight and pursuit of the three following days. 
Ami^t general disorder Roderic started from his car, and 
mounteoDMia, the fleetest of his horses ; but he escaped from a 
soldier’s death to perish more ignobly in the waters of the Baetis or 
Guadalquivir. His diadem, his robes, and his courser were found 
on the bank ; but as the body of the Gothic prince was lost in the 
waves, the pride and ignorance of the caliph must have been grati- 
fied with some meaner head, which was exposed in triumph before 
the palace of Damascus. The battle of Xeres was followed by the 
rapid conquest of Spain. Tarik marched without delay to the 
royal city of Toledo, which yielded to his arms upon obtaining a 
fair and reasonable capitulation. From Toledo, the Arabian leader 
spread his conquests to the north, over the modern realms of Castile 
and Leon. Beyond the Asturian mountains, the maritime town of 
Gijon was the term of the lieutenant of Musa, who had performed, 
with the speed of a traveller, his victorious march, of 700 miles, 
from the rock of Gibraltar to the Bay of Biscay. The failure of 
land compelled him to retreat ; and he was recalled to Toledo, to 
excuse his presumption of subduing a kingdom in the absence of 
his general. On the intelligence of this rapid success, the ap- 
plause of Musa degenerated into envy ; and in the following 
year (a.d. 712) he passed over in person from Mauritania to 
Spain. Some enemies yet remained for his sw^ord. The tardy 
repentance of the Goths had compared their own numbers and 
those of the invaders; the cities from which the march of Tarik 
had declined considered themselves as impregnable ; and the bravest 
patriots defended the fortifications of Seville and Merida. They 
were successively besieged and reduced by the labour of Musa, 
who transported his camp from the Bastis to the Anas, from the 
Guadalquivir to the Guadiana. 

A province is assimilated to the victorious state by the introduc- 
tion of strangers and the imitative spirit of the natives ; and Spain, 
which had been successively tinctured with Punic, and Roman, and 
Gothic blood, imbibed, in a few generations, the name and manners 
of the Arabs. Under their sway Spain became one of the most 
prosperous countries in Europe. The most powerful of the Ommi- 
ades, who reigned in Spain, derived from the kingdom the annual 
tribute of 12 millions and 46,000 dinars, or pieces of gold, about 
6 millions of sterling money ; a sum which, in the tenth centurj> 
most probably surpassed the united revenues of the Christian 
monarchs. 

§ 7. At the end of the first century of the Hegiiji the caliphs 



4'?8 LIMITS OF ARABIAN CONQUESTS. Chap. XXViH 

were Uie most potent and absolute monarcbs of the globe. ITicir 
prerogcative was not circumscribed, either in right or in fact, by the 
power of the nobles, the freedom of the commons, the privileges of 
the church, the votes of a senate, or the memory of a free constitu- 
tion. The authority of the companions of Mahomet expired with 
their lives ; and the chiefs or emirs of the Arabian tribes left behind 
in the desert the spirit of equality and independence. The regal 
and sacerdotal characters were united in the successors of Mahomet j 
and if the Koran was the rule of their actions, they were the 
supreme Judges and interpreters of that divine book. They reigned 
by the right of conquest over the nations of the East, to whom the 
name of liberty was unknown, and who were accustomed to applaud 
in their tyrants the acts of violence and severity that were exercised 
at their own expense. Under the last of the Ommiades the Arabian 
empire extended two hundred days* journey from east to west, from 
.the confines of Tartary and India to the shores of the Atlantic 
Ocean. And if we retrench the sleeve of the robe, as it is styled by 
their writers, the long and narrow province of Africa, the solid and 
compact dominion from Fargana to Aden, from Tarsus to Surat, 
will spread on every side to the measure of four or five months of 
the march of a caravan. We should vainly seek the indissoluble 
union and easy obedience that pervaded the government of Augustus 
and the Antonines ; but the progress of the Mahometan religion 
diffused over this ample space a general resemblance of manners 
and opinions. The language and laws of the Koran were studied 
with equal devotion at Samarcand and Seville : the Moor and the 
Indian embraced as countrymen and brothers in the pilgrimage of 
Mecca ; and the Arabian language was adopted as the popular 
idiom in all the provinces to the westward of the Tigris. 

§ 8. When the Arabs first issued from the desert they must have 
been surprised at the ease and rapidity of their own success. But 
when they advanced in the career of victory to the banks of the 
Indus and the summit of the Pyrenees, when they had repeatedly 
tried the edge of their scimitars and the energy of their faith, they 
might be equally astonished that any nation could resist their 
invincible arms, that any boundary should confine the dominion of 
the successor of the prophet. The confidence of soldiers and fanatics 
may indeed be excused, since the calm historian of the present hour, 
who strives to follow the rapid course of the Saracens, must study 
to explain by what means the church and state were saved from 
this impending, and, as it should seem, from this inevitable danger. 
The greatest part of the temperate zone was subject to the Maho- 
metan conquerors, the Greeks were exhausted by the calamities of 
war and the loss of their fairest provinces, and the barbarians of 
Europe might justly tremble at the precipitate fall of the Gothic 
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moxiarchy. In this inquiry I shall unfold the events that rescued 
our ancestors of Britain, and our neighbours of Gaul, from the civil 
and religious yoke of the Koran; that protected the majesty of 
Kome, and delayed the servitude of Constantinople ; that invigo- 
rated the defence of the Christians, and scattered among their 
enemies the seeds of division and decay. 

§ 9. Forty-six years after the flight of Mahomet from Mecca his 
disciples appeared in arms under the walls of Constantinople (a.d. 
668). The command of the expedition was entrusted by the caliph 
Moawiyah to Sophiaii, a veteran warrior, but the troops were 
encouraged by the example and presence of Yczid, the son and pre- 
sumptive heir of the commander of the faithful. The Greeks had 
little to hope, nor had their enemies any reasons of fear, from the 
courage and vigilance of the reigning emperor, who disgraced the 
name of Constantine, and imitated only the inglorious years of his 
grandfather Heraclius. Without delay or opposition, the naval 
forces of the Saracens passed through the unguarded channel of the 
Hellespont, and the troops were disembarked near the palace of 
Hebdomon, seven miles from the city. But the besiegers had 
formed an insuffleient estimate of the strength and resources of 
Constantinople. The solid and lofty walls were guarded by num- 
bers and discipline : the spirit of the Homans was rekindled by 
the last danger of their religion and empire; and the Saracens 
wore dismayed by the strange and prodigious effects of artificial 
fire. This firm and effectual resistance diverted their aims to 
the more easy attempts of plundering the European and Asiatic 
coasts of the Propontis; and, after keeping the sea from the 
month of April to that of Sciitember, on the approach of winter 
they retreated fourscore miles from the capital, to the isle of 
Cyzicus, in which they had established their magazine of spoil 
and provisions. So patient was their perseverance, or so languid 
were their operations, that they repeated in the six following 
summers the same attack and retreat, with a gradual abatement 
of hope and vigour, till the mischances of shipwreck and disease, of 
the sword and of fire, compelled them to relinquish the fruitless 
enterprise (a.d. 675). 

§ 10. The second siege of Constantinople was undertaken by the 
caliph Soliman. His brother Moslemah, at the head of 120,000 
Arabs and Persians, crossed over from Asia to Europe at the well- 
known passage of Abydus, on the Hellespont. His huge fleet, 
consisting of 1800 ships, proceeded towards the mouth of the Bos- 
porus; and the same fatal night had been fixed by the Saracen chief 
for a general assault by sea and land. To allure the confidence of 
the enemy the emperor Leo the Isaurian had thrown aside, the chain 
that usually guarded the entrance of the harbour ; th^ fire-ships of 
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the Greeks were launched against them ; the Arabs, their arms, and 
vesseJs were involved in the same flames ; and the fleet that had 
threatened to extirpate the Koman name was entirely destroyed. A 
still more fatal and irreparable loss was that of the caliph Soliman, 
who died in his camp near Kinnisrin or Chalcis in Syria, as he was 
[)reparing to lead against Constantinople the remaining forces of the 
East. The brother of Moslemah was succeeded by a kinsman and 
an enemy ; and the siege was continued through the winter by the 
neglect, rather than by the resolution of the caliph Omar. The 
winter proved uncommonly rigorous : above an hundred days the 
ground was covered with deep snow, and the natives of the sultry 
climes of Egypt and Arabia lay torpid and almost lifeless in their 
frozen camp. They revived on the return of spring; a second 
effort had been made in their favour, and their distress was relieved 
by the arrival of two numerous fleets laden with corn, and arms, 
and soldiers. But the Greek fires were again kindled, and, if the 
destruction was less complete, it was owing to the experience which 
had taught the Moslems to remain at a safe distance, or to the per- 
fidy of the Egyptian mariners, who deserted with their ships to the 
emperor of the Christians. The calamities of famine and disease 
were soon felt by the troops of Moslemah, The spirit of conquest, 
and even of enthusiasm, was extinct : the Saracens could no longer 
straggle beyond their lines, either single or in small parties, without 
exposing themselves to the merciless retaliation of the Thracian 
peasants. An army of Bulgarians was attracted from the Danube 
by the gifts and promises of Loo ; and these savage auxiliaries made 
some atonement for the evils which they had inflicted on the 
empire by the defeat and slaughter of 22,000 Asiatics. At length, 
after a siege of 13 months (a.d. 717, 718), the hopeless Moslemah 
received from the caliph the welcome permission of retreat. The 
march of the Arabian cavalry over the Hellespont and through the 
provinces of Asia was executed without delay or molestation ; but 
an army of their brethren had been cut-in pieces on the side of 
Bithynia, and the remains of the fleet were so repeatedly damaged 
by tempest and fire, that only five galleys entered the port of 
Alexandria to relate the tale of their various and almost incredible 
disasters. 

J 11. In the two sieges the deliverance of Constantinople may be 
chiefly ascribed to the novelty, the terrors, and the real efficacy of 
the. fire. The important secret of compounding and -direct- 
ing this artificial flame was imparted by Ciilinicus, a native of 
Heliopolis in Syria, who deserted from the service of the caliph to 
that of the emperor. The skill of a chemist and engineer was equiva- 
lent to the succour of fleets and armies ; and this discovery or im- 
provement of the •military art was fortunately reserved for the 
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distressful period when the degenerate Homans of the East were 
incapable of contending with the warlike enthusiasm and youthful 
vigour of the Saracens. It would seem that the principal ingredient 
of the Greek fire was the naphtha, or liquid bitumen, a light, tena- 
cious, and inflammable oil, which springs from the earth, and 
catches fire as soon as it comes in contact with the air. The naphtha 
was mingled, I know not by what methods or in what proportions, 
with sulphur and with the pitch that is extracted from evergreen 
firs.* From this mixture, which produced a thick smoke and a loud 
explosion, proceeded a fierce and obstinate flame, which not only 
rose in perpendicular ascent, but likewise burnt with equal vehe- 
mence in descent or lateral progress ; instead of being extinguished, 
it was nourished and quickened by the element of water ; and sand, 
urine, or vinegar, were the only remedies that could damp the fury 
of this powerful agent, which was justly denominated by the Greeks 
the liquid or the maritime fire. For the annoyance of the enemy, 
it was employed with equal eflect by sea and land, in battles or in 
sieges. It was either poured from the rampart in large lx)ilers, or 
launched in red-hot balls of stone and iron, or darted in arrows and 
javelins, twisted round with flax and tow, which had deeply imbibed 
the inflammable oil ; sometimes it was deposited in fireships, the 
victims and instruments of a more ample revenge, and was most 
commonly blown through long tubes of copper, which wore planted 
on the prow of a galley, and fancifully shaped into the mouths of 
savage monsters, that seemed to vomit a stream of liquid and con- 
suming fire. This important art -was i^i escrved at Constantinople, 
as the palladium of the state : the galleys and artillery might occa- 
sionally be lent to the allies of Home ; but the composition of the 
Greek fire was concealed with the most jcjalous scinple, and the 
terror of the enemies was increased and jwlonged by their ignorance 
and surprise. The secret was confined, above 400 years, to the 
Homans of the East ; and at the end of the eleventh century, the 
Pisans, to whom every sea and every art were familiar, suffered the 
effects, without understanding the composition of the Greek fire. It 
was at length cither discovered or stolen by tlie Mahometans ; and, 
in the holy wars of Syria and Egypt, they retorted an invention, 
contrived against themselves, on the heads of the Christians. The 
use of the Greek, or, as it might now be called, of the Saracen fire, 
was continued to the middle of the fourteenth century, when the 
scientific or casual compound of nitre, sulphur, and charcoal effected 
:l new revolution in the art of war and the history of mankind. 

§ 12. Constantinople and the Greek fire might exclude the Arabs 
from the eastern entrance of Europe ; but in the West, on the side 
ot the Pyrenees, the provinces of Gaul were threatened and invaded 
by the conquerors of Spain. In the course of several campaigns 
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(a. d. 718, seq.) the Saracens subdued the south of France, from 
the mouth of the Garonne to that of the Ilhdne, which assumed the 
manners and religion of Arabia. But these narrow limits were 
scorned by the spirit of Abdalrahman, or Abderame, who had been 
restored by the caliph Hashem to the wishes of the soldiers and 
people of Spain. That veteran and daring commander adjudged to 
the obedience of the prophet whatever yet remained of France Or of 
Europe ; and prepared to execute the sentence, at the head of a for- 
midable host, in the full confidence of surmounting all opposition 
either of nature or of man. Eudes, the intrepid duke of Aquitain, 
who had withstood the former invasions of the Saracens, sustained a 
defeat, so fatal to the Christians, that, according to their sad con- 
fession, God alone could reckon the number of the slain. The vic- 
torious Saracen overran the provinces of Aquitain : his standards 
were planted on the walls, or at least before the gates of Tours and 
of Sens ; and his detachments overspread the kingdom of Burgundy 
as far as the well-known cities of Lyons and Besan^on. A victo- 
rious line of march had been prolonged above a thousand miles from 
the rock of Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire ; the repetition of an 
equal space would have carried the Saracens to the confines of 
Poland and the Highlands of Scotland ; the Bhine is not more im- 
passable than the Nile or Euphrates, and the Arabian fleet might 
have sailed without a naval combat into the mouth of the Thames. 

From such calamities was Christendom delivered by the genius 
and fortune of one man. Charles, the illegitimate son of the elder 
Pepin, was content with the titles of mayor or duke of the Franks ; 
but he deserved to become the father of a lino of kings. In a labo- 
rious administration of 24 years he restored and supported the dignity 
of the throne, and the rebels of Germany and Gaul were succes- 
sively crushed by the activity of a warrior who in the same campaign 
could display his banner on the Elbe, the Pihone, and the shores of 
the ocean. In the public danger he was summoned by the voice of 
his country ; and as soon as he had collected his forces he sought and 
found the enemy in the centre of France, between Tours and Poitiers. 
His well-conducted march was covered by a range of hills, and Ab- 
derame appears to have been surprised by his unexpected presence. 
The nations of Asia, Africa, and Europe advanced with equal ardour to 
an encounter w^hich would change the history of the world (a.d. 732). 
In the six first days of desultory combat the horsemen and archers of 
the East maintained their advantage ; but in the closer onset of the 
seventh day the Orientals were oppressed by the strength and stature 
of the Germans, who, with stout hearts and iron hands, asserted the 
civil and religious freedom of their posterity. The epithet ofMarieJ^ 
the hammer^ which had been added to the name of Charles, is ex- 
pressive of his weighty and irresistible strokes : the valour of Eudes 
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waa excited by emulation ; and their companions, in the eye of 
history, arc the true Peers and Paladins of French chivaliy. After 
a bloody field, in which Abderamo was slain, the Saracens, in the 
close of the evening, retired to their camp. In the disorder and 
despair of the night the various tribes of Yemen and Damascus, of 
Africa and Spain, were provoked to turn their aims against each 
other : the remains of their host were suddenly dissolved, and each 
emir consulted his safety by an hasty and separate retreat. The 
victory of the Franks was complete and final ; Aquitain was re- 
covered by the arms of Eudes ; and the Arabs were soon driven 
beyond the Pyrenees by Charles Martel and his valiant race. 

§ 13. The loss of an army, or a province, in the AVestern world 
was less painful to the court of Damas'^us than the rise and progress 
of a domestic competitor. Except among the Syrians, the caliphs 
of the house of Ommiyah had never been the objects of the public 
favour. The life of Mahomet recorded their perseverance in idolatry 
and rebellion : their conversion had been reluctant, their elevation 
irregular and factious, and their throne was cemented with the most 
holy and noble blood of Arabia. The eyes and wishes of the faithful 
were turned towards the line of Hashem and the kindred of the apostle 
of Cod. Of these the Fatimites were either rash or pusillanimous ; 
but the descendants of Abbas cherished, with courage and discre- 
tion, the hopes of their rising fortunes. From an obscure residence 
in Syria, they secretly des]>atched their agents and missionaries, 
Avlio preached in the Eastern i)rovinccs their hereditary indefeasible 
right ; and Abu Moslem, the author as he is named, of the call of 
the Abbassides, took ui^ arms in their cause, and expelled the go- 
vernor of Chorasan from the city and palace of JMeru. In the visible 
separation of parties, the green was consecrated to the Fatimites ; 
the Ommiades were distinguished by the ivhite ; and the hlach', as 
tlic most adverse, was naturally adopted by the Abbassides. From 
the Indus to the Euphrates, the East was convulsed by the quarrel 
of the Avhite and the black factions ; but the Abbassides were most 
frequently victorious. Mervan, the fourteenth and last of the house 
of Ommiyah, sustained an irretrievable defeat on the Zab, and Avas 
slain in Egypt, where the remains of the white faction were finally 
vanquished (a. d. 750). The merciless inquisition of the conqueror 
eradicated the most distant branches of the hostile race : their bones 
Avere scattered, their memory was accursed, and the martyrdom of 
Hossein Avas abundantly revenged on the posterity of his tyrants. 
By the event of the civil war the dynasty of the Abbassides was 
firmly established ; and Abdallah, surnamed A1 Saffah (the San- 
guinary) was acknowledged as the successor of the prophet. 

§ 14. This revolution tended to dissolve the poAver and unity of 
the empire of the Saracens. In the proscription of the Ommiades, 
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a royal youth of the name of Ahdalrahman alone escaped the rage 
of his enemies, who hunted the wandering exile from the hanks of 
the Euphrates to the valleys of Mount Atlas. His presence in the 
neighbourhood of Spain revived the zeal of the white faction. The 
name and cause of the Abbassides had been first vindicated by the 
Persians : the West had been pure from civil arras ; and the servants 
of the abdicated family still held, by a precarious tenure, the inhe- 
ritance of their lands and the offices of government. Strongly 
prompted by gratitude, indignation, and fear, they invited Abdal- 
rahman to ascend the throne of his ancestors ; and, in his desperate 
condition, the extremes of rashness and prudence were almost the 
same. The acclamations of the i^eople saluted his landing on the 
coast of Andalusia ; and, after a successful struggle, Ahdalrahman 
established the throne of Cordova, and was the father of the Om- 
miades of Spain, who reigned above 250 years from the A tlantic to 
the Pyrenees. Instead of opening a door to the conquest of Euroi)e, 

■ Spain was dissevered from the tmnk of the monarchy, engaged in 
perpetual hostility with the East, and inclined to peace and friend- 
ship with the Christian sovereigns of Constantinople and France. 
The example of the Ommiadcs was imitated by the real or fictitious 
progeny of Ali, the Edrissites of Mauritania, and the more powerful 
Fatimites of Africa and Egypt. In the tenth century the chair of 
Mahomet was disputed by three caliphs or commanders of the faith- 
ful, who reigned at Bagdad, Cairoan, and Cordova, excommunicated 
each other, and agreed only in a principle of discord, that a sectary 
is more odious and criminal than an unbeliever. 

§ 15. Mecca was the patrimony of the line of Ilashem, yet the 
Abbassides were never tempted to reside cither in the birthplace or 
the city of the prophet. Damascus was disgraced by the clioice, 
and polluted with the blood of the Ommiades ; and, after some hesi- 
tation, Almansor, the brother and successor of A1 Sallah, laid the 
foundations of Bagdad, the Imperial seat of his posterity during a 
reign of 500 years. The chosen spot is on the eastern bank of tlie 
Tigris, about 15 miles above the ruins of Modain : the double wall 
was of a circular form ; and in this city, amidst the riches of the East, 
the Abbassides soon disdained the abstinence and frugality of the 
first caliphs, and aspired to emulate the magnificence of the Persian 
kings. In the West the Ommiadcs of Spain supported with equal 
pomp the title of commander of the faithful. But the luxury of the 
caliphs relaxed the nerves, and terminated the progress of the 
Arabian empire. Temporal and spiritual conquest had been the 
sole occupation of the first successors of Mahomet ; and after 
supplying themselves with the necessaries of life, the whole re- 
venue was scrupulously devoted to that salutary work. The 
Abbassides were impoverished by the multitude of their wants 
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and their contempt of economy. Instead of pursuing the great 
object of ambition, their leisure, tlieir affections, the powers of their 
mind, were diverted by pomp and 
pleasure ; the rewards of valour were 
embezzled by women and eunuchs, 
and the royal camp was encumbered 
by the luxury of the palace. A simi- 
lar temper was difluscd among the 
subjects of the caliph. Tlieir stern 
enthusiasm was sorieued by time and 
])rosperity : they sought riches in the 
occupations of industry, fame in the 
pursuits of literature, and ha])j>incss in 
the tranquillity of domestic life. War 
was no longer the p>assion of the Sara- 
cens ; and the increase of pay, the 
repetition of donatives, were insufli- 
cicnb to allure the iiosterity of those 
voluntary champions who had crowded 
to tlie standard of Abubeker and Omar 
for the hopes of spoil and of paradise. 

§ 16 . Under the reign of the Om- 
ni iades tlie studies of the Moslems were 
coufmed to the interpretation of the 
Koran, and the elociuence and poetry 
of their native tongue. After their 
civil and domestic wavs, the subjects of 
the Abbassides, awakening from this 
mental lethargy, found leisure and felt 
enriosity for the acquisition of profane 
science. This sjiirit was first encou- 
raged by the caliiili Almansor, who, be- 
sides bis knowledge of the Alahomctan 
law, had applied himself with success uirtiMa, Seville, iss feet high, 
to the study of astronomy. But when 

the sceptre devolved to Almamon, the seventh of the Abbassides, 
he completed the designs of his grandfather, and invited the Muses 
from their ancient scats. Ilis ambassadors at Constantinople, his 
agents in Armenia, Syria, and Egypt, collected the volumes of Gre- 
cian science : at his command they were translated by the most 
skilful intcr]ireters into the Arabic language ; and his subjects were 
exhorted assiduously to peruse these instructive writings. The zeal 
and curiosity of Almamon were imitated by succeeding princes of 
the line of Abbas • their rivals, the Fatimites of Africa and the On> 
miades of Spain, 'sverc the patrons of the learned, as well as tlie 
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commanders of the faithful ; the same royal prerogative was claimed 
by their independent emirs of the provinces ; and their emulation 
diffused the taste and the rewards of science from Samarcand and 
Bochara to Fez and Cordova. The age of Arabian learning con- 
tinued about 500 years, till the great eruption of the Mongtils, and 
was coeval with the darkest and most slothful period of European 
annals; but since the sun of science has arisen in the West, it 
should seem that the Oriental studies have languished and declined. 

§ 17. In the librai'ies of the Arabians, as in those of Europe, the 
far greater part of the innumerable volumes were possessed only of 
local value or imaginary merit. ^J’lie works of speculation or 
science may be reduced to the four classes of philosoi>hy, ma- 
thematics, astronomy, and physic. The sages of Greece were 
translated and illustrated in the Arabic language, and some 
treatises, now lost in the original, have been recovered in the ver- 
.sions of the East, which i)ossesscd and studied the writings of 
Aristotle and Plato, of Euclid and Apollonius, of Ptolemy, Hipjjo- 
crates, and Galen. The Arabians adoj)ted the philosophy of the 
Rtagirite, which was restored by the Mahometans of Spain to the 
Latin schools. The mathematics are distinguished by a peculiar 
privilege, that, in the course of ages, they may always advance 
and can never recede. But the ancient geometry, if I am not 
misinformed, was resumed in the same state by the Italians of the 
fifteenth century ; and whatever may be the origin of the naim?, 
the science of algebra is ascribed to the Grecian Diophantus by the 
modest testimony of the Arabs themselves. They cultivated with 
more success the suhlimc science of astronomy : the costly instru- 
ments of observation were supplied by the caliph Almamon, and 
the land of tho Chalda^ans still afforded the same spacious level, 
tlio same unclouded horizon. In tho plains of Sinaar, and 9 , 
second time in those of Ciifa, his mathematicians accurately mea- 
sured a degree of the great circle of the earth, and dotern lined 
at 24,000 miles the entire circumference of our globe. From 
tlic reign of the Ahbassidos to that of the graiid-childrcii of 
Tamerlane, the staivs, without tho aid of glasses, were diligently ob- 
served ; and the astronomical tables of Bagdad, Spain, and Samar- 
cand correct some minute errors, without daring to renounce tho 
hypothesis of Ptolemy, without advancing a step towards the dis- 
covery of the solar system. In the Eastern courts, the truths of 
science could be recommended only by ignorance and folly, and tho 
astronomer would have been disregarded, had ho not debased his 
wisdom or honesty by the vain predictions of astrology. But in 
tho science of medicine the Arabians have been deservedly applauded. 
The names of Mesua and Geber, of Bazis and Avicenna, are ranked 
with the Grecian masters ; in tho city of Bagdad 860 physicians 
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were licensed to exercise their lucrative profession ; in Spain, the 
life of the Catholic princes was intrusted to the skill of the Saracens, 
and the school of Salerno, their legitimate offspring, revived in Italy 
and Europe the precepts of their healing art. The science of 
chemistry owes its origin and improvement to the industry of 
the Saracens. They first invented and named the alembic for 
the purposes of distillation, analysed the substances of the three 
kingdoms of nature, tried the distinction and affinities of alcalis and 
acids, and converted tho poisonous minerals into soft and salutary 
medicines. But the most eager search of Arabian chemistry was 
the transmutation of metals, and the elixir of immortal health : the 
reason and the fortunes of thousands were evaporated in the crucibles 
of alchymy, and the consummation of the great work was j^romoted 
by the worthy aid of mystery, fable, and superstition. 

§ 18. In the bloody conflict of the Ommiades and Abbassides tho 
Greeks had stolen tho opportunity of avenging their wrongs and 


enlarging their li- 
mits. But a severe 
retribution was ex- 
acted by Mahdi, the 
third caliph of the 
new dynasty, who 
seized, in his turn, 
the favourable op- 
portunity, while a 
woman and a child, 



Silver Coin: Dirhem of the Abbasside Hurun al Rashid 
from the British Museum. 


Irene and Constan- 
tine, were seated 
on the Byzantine 
tlirone. An army 
of 95,000 Persians 
and Arabs was sent 


Translation of the Inscription. — Obverse : " There Is no 
deity but God alone ; he bath no companion. In the 
name of God, this dirhem was struck at £l>Basrah, in tho 
year [of the Flight] 182 ."— Reverse : ** Mohammad is tho 
apostle of God. By tho command of the Kmccr Kl-Emeen 
Mohammad, son of the Prince of tho Faithful. Mohammad 
is tho apostle of God, whom he hath sent with the direction 
and the religion of truth, that he should exalt it over every 
religion, though the ussociators ho averse." 


from tlio Tigris to 

tho Thracian Bosporn.s, under the command of Harun, or Aaron, the 
second son of tho commander of tho faithful. His encampment on 
the opi)osito heights of Chrysopolis, or Scutari, informed Irene, in her 
palace of Constantinople, of tho loss of her troops and provinces. With 
the consent or connivance of thoir sovereign, her ministers subscribed 
an ignominious peace ; aud the exchange of some royal gifts could 
not disguise the annual tribute of 70,000 dinars of gold, which was 
imposed on the Roman empire. Five years after this expedition, 
Harun ascended the throne of his father and his elder brother ; tho 
most powerful and vigorous monarch of his race, illustrious in the 
West as the ally of Charlemagne, and familiar to the most childish 
readers as the perpetual hero of the Arabian tales. His title to the 
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name of Al Rashid (the Just') is sullied by the extiri>ation of the 
generous, perhaps the innocent, Barmecides ; yet ho could listen to 
the complaint of a poor widow who had been pillaged by his troops, 
and who dared, in a passage of the Koran, to threg,ten the inatten- 
tive despot with the judgment of God and posterity. His court was 
adorned with luxury and science; but, in a reign of 23 years (a.d. 
781-805), Harun repeatedly visited his provinces from Chorasan to 
Egypt ; nine times he performed the pilgrimage of Mecca ; eight 
times he invaded the territories of the Homans ; and as often as they 
declined the payment of the tribute, they were taught to feel that a 
month of depredation was more costly than a year of submission. 

§ 19, Under the reign of Almamon, the son of Harun, at Bagdad, 
of Michael the Stammerer at Constantinople, the islands of Crete 
and Sicily were subdued by tlie Arabs. The former was conquered 
by a band of Andalusian volunteers (a. d. 823) ; and the name of 
Chandak, their fortress and colonj^ has been extended to the whole 
island, under the corrupt and modern appellation of Candia, Sicily 
was attacked by the Saracens of Africa (a.d. 827) ; the largest and 
western part of the island was gradually reduced, and the commo- 
dious harbour of Palermo was chosen for the seat of the naval and 
military power of the Saracens. Syracuse ])reservcd about 50 years 
the faith which she had sworn to Christ and to Ccesar ; and in tlio 
last and fatal siege her citizens displayed some remnant of the spirit 
which had formerly resisted the powers of Athens and Carthage 
(a.d, 878). Throughout Sicily the religion and language of tho 
Greeks were eradicated ; and such was the docility of the rising 
generation, that fifteen thousand boys were circu incised and clothed 
on the same day with the son of the Fatimitc caliph. The Ai-abian 
squadrons issued from the harbours of Palermo, Biserta, and Tunis ; 
150 towns of Calabria and Campania were attacked and pillaged ; 
nor could the suburbs of Rome be defended by the name, of tho 
Cassars and apostles. Had the Mahometans been united, Italy must 
have fallen an easy and glorious accession to the empire of the pro- 
phet. But the caliphs of Bagdad had -lost their authority in the 
West ; and the design of conquest and dominion was degraded to 
a repetition of predatory inroads. 

§ 20. In the sufferings of prostrate Italy the name of Rome 
awakens a solemn and mournful recollection. A fleet of Saracens 
from the African coast presumed to enter the mouth of the Tiber, 
and to approach a city which even yet, in her fallen state, was, 
revered as the metropolis of the Christian world (a. d. 846). The 
gates and ramparts were guarded by a trembling people ; but the 
tombs and temples of St. Peter and St. Paul were left exposed in 
the suburbs of the Vatican and of the Ostian way. The Christian 
idols were stripped of their costly offerings ; a silver altar was torn 
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away from the shrine of Sfc. Peter ; and if the bodies or the buildings 
were left entire, their deliverance must be imputed to the haste 
ratlier than the scruples of the Saracens. The same danger still 
irin^ended on the heads of the Roman jMJople : distress appeared 
to receive some aggravation from the death of their spiritual and 
temporal chief ; but tlie i^ressing emergency superseded the forms 
and intrigues of an election; and the unanimous choice of PoiX) 
Leo IV. was the safety of the church and city. This pontiff 
was born a Roman ; the courage of the first ages of the republic 
glowed in his breast ; and, amidst the ruins of his country, he stood 
erect, like one of the firm and lofty columns that rear their heads 
above the fragments of the Roman forum. After a short absence 
the African Saracens again cast anciior before the mouth of the 
Tiber, sixteen miles from the city; and their discipline and numbers 
appeared to threaten, not a transient inroad, but a serious design of 
compiest and dominion (a. d. 849). Rut the vigilance of Leo had 
formed an alliance with the vassals of the Greek empire, the free 
and maritime states of Gaeta, Naples, and Amalfi ; and, in the hour 
of danger, their galleys appeared in the port of Ostia under the com- 
mand of Cicsarius, the son of the Neapolitan duke, a noble and 
valiant youth, who had already vancpiishcd the llects of the Sa- 
racens. Ill the naval engagement which ensued, victory inclined to 
the side of the allies, when it was less gloriously decided in their 
favour by a sudden tempest, which confounded the skill and courage 
of the stoutest mariners. The Christians were sheltered in a friendly 
harbour, while the Africans were scattered and dashed in pieces 
among the rocks and islands of an hostile shore. Those who escaped 
from shipwreck and hunger neither found nor deserved mercy at 
the hands of their implacable pursuers. 'J'he sword and the gibbet 
reduced the dangerous multitude of captives; and the remainder 
was more usefully employed to restore the sacred edifices which they 
had attempted to subvert. The reign of Leo IV. was employed in 
the defence and ornament of the Roman state (a. d. 852). The 
nations of the West and North who visited the threshold of the 
apostles had gradually formed the large and populous suburb of tlie 
Vatican, and their various habitations were distinguished, in the lan- 
guage of the times, as the schools of the Greeks and Goths, of the 
Lombards and Saxons. But this venerable spot was still open to 
sacrilegious insult : it was enclosed with walls and towers by the 
pope, who bestowed upon it the name of the Leonine city (a.d. 852). 

§ 21. With Motassem, the eighth of the Abbassides, the gloiy of 
his family and nation expired. When the Arabian conquerors had 
spread themselves over the East, and were mingled with the servile 
crowds of Persia, Syria, and Egypt, they insensibly lost the freeborn 
and martial virtues of the desert. The courage of the South is the 
• Y 3 
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artificial fruit of discipline and x>rejudicc ; the active power of en- 
thusiasm had decayed, and the mercenary forces of the caliphs were 
recruited in those climates of the North, of which valour is the 
liaidy and spontaneous production. Of the ^J\irks who dwelt be- 
yond the Oxiis and Jaxartes, the robust youths, cither taken in war, 
or purchased in trade, were educated in the exercises of the field 
and the profession of the Mahometan faith. The Turkish guards 
stood in arms round the throne of their hcnefiictor, and their chiefs 
usurped the dominion of the palace and the provinces. Motasseni, 
the first author of this dangerous example, introduced into the 
capital above 50,000 Turks : their licentious conduct provoked the 
public indignation, and the quarrels of the soldiers and pco2>lc in- 
duced the caliph to retire from Bagdad, and establish liis own resi- 
dence and the camp of his barbarian favourites at Samara on the 
Tigris, about twelve leagues above the city of Peace. His son 
Motawakkel was a jealous and cruel tyrant : odious to his subjects, 
he cast himself on the fidelity of the strangers, and these strangers, 
ambitious and apprehensive, were temj^ted by the rich promise of a 
revolution. At the instigation, or at least in the cause of his son, 
they burst into his apartment at the hour of supper, and the caliph 
was cut into seven pieces by the same swords which he had recently 
distributed among the guards of his life and throne (a. d. 861). To 
this throne, yet streaming with a father’s blood, Montasser was 
triumphantly led ; but in a reign of six months he found only the 
pangs of a guilty conscience. After this act of treason, the ensigns 
of royalty, the garment and walking staff of MaHomet, were given 
and torn away by’ the foreign mercenaries, who in four years created, 
deposed, and murdered three commanders of the faithful. At length, 
however, the fury of the tempest was spent or diverted : the Abbas- 
sides returned to the less turbulent residence of Bagdad ; the inso- 
lence of the Turks was curbed with a firmer and more skilful hand, 
and their numbers were divided and destroyed in foreign warfare. 
But the nations of the East had been taught to trample on the suc- 
cessors of the prophet ; and the blessings of domestic peace were 
obtained by the relaxation of strength and discipline. So uniform 
are the mischiefs of military desjjotism, that I seem to rej)eat the 
story of the Pra3torians of Home. 

§ 22. While the flame of enthusiasm was damped by the busi- 
ness, the pleasure, and the knowledge of the age, it bunit with 
concentrated heat in the breasts of the chosen few, the congenial 
spirits, who were ambitious of reigning either in this world or in 
the next. In the 277th year of the Hegira, and in the neighbourhood 
of Cufa, an Arabian preacher of the name of Carmath assumed the 
office of a new prophet. In his mystic volume the iirecepts of the 
Koran were refined to a more spiritual sense ; he relaxcc^the duties 
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of ablution, fasting, and pilgrimage ; allowed the indiscriminate use 
of wine and forbidden food ; and nourished the fervour of his dis- 
ciples by the daily repetition of fifty prayers. His apostles dis- 
persed themselves among the Bedoweens ; and the success of their 
preaching seemed to threaten Arabia with a new revolution. After 
a bloody conflict they prevailed in the province of Bahrein, along 
the Persian Gulf ; far and wide the tribes of the desert were subject . 
to the sceptre, or rather to the sword, of Abu Said and his son Abu 
Taher ; and these rebellious imams could muster in the field 107,000 
fanatics. The mercenaries of the caliph were discomfited in every 
action ; the cities of Racca and Baalbec, of Cufa and Bassora, were 
taken and pillaged ; Bagdad was filled with consternation ; and the 
caliph trembled behind the veils of his palace. Abu Taher stormed 
the holy city of Mecca, and trampled on the most venerable relics 
of the Mahometan faith (a.d. 929). Their scruples or their avarice 
again opened the pilgrimage of Mecca ; and it is needless to inquire 
into what factions they wore broken, or by whose swords they were 
finally extirpated. The sect of the Carmathians may be considered 
as the second visible cause of the decline and fall of the empire of 
the caliphs (a.d, 890-951). 

§ 23. The third and most obvious cause was the weight and 
magnitude of the empire itself. The analogy of despotism invests 
the representative with the full majesty of the prince ; and the vice- 
i*oys of the caliphs gradually assumed the pride and attributes of 
royalty. After the revolt of Spain from the temporal and spiritual 
supremacy of the Abbassides, the first symiDtoms of disobedience 
broke forth in the province of Africa. Ibrahim, the son of Aglab, 
the lieutenant of tho vigilant and rigid Hariin, bequeathed to the 
dynasty of the Aglabites the inheritance of his name and power 
(a. d. 800-941). Tho indolence or policy of the caliphs dissembled 
the injury and loss, and pursued only with poison the founder of the 
Edrisites (a. d. 829-907), who erected the kingdom and city of Fez 
on the shores of the Western ocean. In the East the first dynasty 
was that of the Talierites (a, d, 813-872), who reigned in Chorasan 
till tho fourth generation. They were supplanted by the Soffarides 
(a.d. 872-902), who derived their name from the trade of their 
founder, a brazier. They were in their turn overthrown by the 
powerful dynasty of the Samanides (a. d. 874-999), who passed the 
Oxus with 10,000 horse, at the invitation of the Abbassides. Tho 
provinces of Syria and Egypt were twice dismembered by their 
Turkish slaves of tho race of Tovdun (a.d. 868-905) and Ikshid 
(a, d. 934-968). In the decline of their empire, Mesopotamia, with the 
important cities of Mosul and Aleppo, was occupied by the Arabian 
princes' of the tribe of Eamadan (a.d. 892-1001). At the same 
fatal iDeriod tho Persian kingdom was usurped by the dynasty of the 
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Bowides (a.d. 933-1055), by tho sword of three brothers, who, 
under various names, were styled the support and columns of the 
state, and who, from the Caspian sea to the ocean, woulcUsufl'er no 
tyrants but themselves. Under their reign the language and genius 
of Persia revived, and tho Arabs, 304 years after the death of Ma- 
homet, were deprived of the sceptre of tho East. 

§ 24. Rahdi, the 20th of the Abbassides, and the 39 th of tho 
successors of Mahomet, was the last wlio deserved the title of com- 
mander of the faithful. After him, the lords of the Eastern world 
were reduced to the most abject misery, and exposed to the blows 
and insults of a servile condition. The revolt of the provinces cir- 
cumscribed their deminions within the walls of Bagdad : the 
African and the Turkish guards drew their swords against each 
other, and the chief commanders, the emirs al Omra, imprisoned 
or deposed their sovereigns, and violated the sanctuary of the 
mosque and haram. If the caliphs escaped to the camp or court 
of any neighbouring prince, their deliverance was a change of 
servitude, till they were prompted by despair to invite the 
Bowides, the sultans of Persia, who silenced the factions of l*agdad 
by their irresistible arms. The civil and nnlitary powers were 
assumed by Moezaldowlat, the second of the three brothers, and a 
stipend of 60,000 pounds sterling was assigned by his generosity for 
tho private expense of the commander of the faithful. But on the 
40th day the caliph was dragjcd from his throne to a dungeon, 

by the command of the 
stranger, and the rude 
haiuls of his Uilemites. 
His i^ilace was pillaged, 
his eyes were put out, 
and the mean ambition 
of the Abbassides aspired 
to the vacant station of 
danger and disgrace. In 
the school of adversity 
the luxurious caliphs re- 
sumed the grave and ab- 
stemious virtues of tho 
primitive times. De- 
spoiled of their armour 
and silken robes, they 
fasted, they prayed, they 
studied the Koran and 
the tradition of the Sonnites : they performed, with zeal and know- 
ledge, the functions of their ecclesiastical character. Tho respect of 
nations still waited on tho successors of the apostle, the oracles of 



Gold Coin : Dinar of the Fatimite Caliph Fl-Mustansir 
billah, from the British Mu8Ciim. 


Translation of the Inscription. ^Obverse: “ ’Alee. 
There is no deity but God alone ; he hath no compa> 
nion. Mohammad is the apostle of God, the friend 
of God. Mohammad is the apostle of God, whom he 
hath sent with the direction and the reli^on of truth, 
that he should exalt it over every religion, though 
the associators be averse.”— 'Reverse : "Ma'add, the 
servant of God, and his vicar, the Imdm Aboo Temeem 
El-Mustanslr billah, Prince of the Faithful. In the 
name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful, this 
deendr was struck at Misr (£l-Fustdt) in the year [of 
the Flight] 439." 
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the law and conscience of the faithful ; and weakness or division 
of their tyrants sometimes restored the Ahbassides to tlic sove- 
reignty of Bagdad. But their misfortunes had been embittered by 
the triumph of the Fatimites, the real or spurious progeny of Ali. 
Arising from the extremity of.Africa, these successful rivals extin- 
guished, in Egypt and Syria, both the spiritual and temporal 
authority of the Abbassicles; and tlie monarch of the Nile insulted 
the humble pontiff on the banks of the Tigris. 

§ 25. In the declining age of the caliplis the hostile transactions 
of the Saracens and Arabs were confined to some inroads by sea and 
land, the fruits of their close vicinity and indelible hatred. But when 
the Eastern world was convulsed and broken, the Greeks were roused 
from their lethargy by the hopes of conquest and revenge. After 
the death of the younger Komanus, the fourth in lineal descent of 
the Basilian race, his widow Thcophania successively married Nice- 
phorus Phocas and his assassin John Ziinisces, the two heroes of the 
age. They reigned as the guardians and colleagues of her infant 
sous ; and the 12 years of their military command fonn the most 
splendid period of tlie Byzantine annals (a.d. 963-975). Nicephonis 
had previously, in the subordinate character of general of the East, 
reduced the island of Crete (a.i>. 961), and extirpated the nest of pi- 
rates, who had long defied, with impunity, tl)e majesty of the empire. 
When emperor, Nicephonis reduced Cilicia, invaded Syria, and 
recovered Antioch. Ilis successor continued'his conquests. Ziniisccs 
crossed the Euphrates, which since the days of Hcraclius liad been 
impervious, and almost invisible, to the Greeks ; and the once famous 
cities of Samosata, Edossa, Martyropolis, Amida, and Nisibis, the 
ancient limit of the empire in the neighbourhood of the Tigris, 
yielded to his arms. The iuhahitants of Bagdad trembled; but 
their appreliensions were relieved by the retreat of the Greeks : 
thirst and hunger guarded the desert of Mesopotamia ; and the em- 
peror, satiated with glory, and laden with Oriental spoils, returned 
to Constantinople. Yet the pow’ers of the East had been bent, 
not broken, by this transient hurricane. After the departure of 
the Greeks, the fugitive princes returned to their capitals ; and the 
Moslems again purified their temples, and overturned the idols of 
the saints and martyrs. Of these extensive conquests, Antioch, 
with the cities of Cilicia and the isle of Cyprus, was alone restored, 
a iiermanent and useful accession to the Roman empire. 



Section of St. Sophia, at Constantinople. 





St. at ConsUintinoplo. 


CIIATTER XXIX. 


STATE OF THE EASTEUN KMPlllE IX THE TENTH CENTUUY : THE 
PAULIClANS. 

§ 1, Works of* Constantine Porphyrogenitiis : Embassy of Liiitprand. § 2. 
Tlie themes or provinces of the empire, § 3. General wealth and popr.- 
lousness. § 4. Revenue of the Greek empire. § 5. Palace of Constan- 
tinople ; furniture and attendance. § G. Honours and titles of the imperial 
family, § 7. OiTicers of the palace, the state and the army. § 8. Cere- 
monies of the court. § 9. Despotic power of the emperor. § 10. Naval 
and military forces. § 11. Oblivion of the Latin language: the Greek 
emperors and tlieir subjects retain and assert tlie name of Romans. § 12. 
Period of ignoiance : revival of Greek learning: deaiy of taste and genius. 
§ 13, Byzantine architecture. § 14. Origin of the Paulicians. § 15. 
The simplicity of their belief and worship. § 16 Persecution and levolt 
of the Paulicians. § 17. Their transplantation from Armenia to Thrace. 
§ 18. Their introduction into Italy and France § 19, Persecution of 
tlie Albigeois. 

§ 1. A KAY of historic light seems to beam from the darkness of the 
tenth century. We ojjcn with curiosity and respect the royal 
volumes of Constantine Poridiyrogcnitus, which he composed at a 
mature age for the instruction of his son, and which promise to 
unfold the state of the Eastern empire, both in peace and war, both 
at home and abroad. In the first of these works he minutely 
describes the pompous ceremonies of the church and palace of Con- 
stantinople, according to his own practice and that of his prede- 
cessors. Ill the second he attempts an accurate survey of the pro- 
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vinces, the themes^ au they were then ilenominatoci, both of Europe 
and Asia. The system of Homan tactics, the discipline and order 
of the troops, and the military operations by land and sea, are ex- 
plained in the third of these didactic collections, which may bo 
ascribed to Constantino or his father Leo. In the fourtli, of the 
administration of the emigre, he reveals the secrets of the Byzantine 
policy, in friendly or hostile intercourse with the nations of the 
earth. The ambassador of the great Otho, a bishop of Cremona, has 
painted the state of Constantinople about the middle of the tenth 
century : his style is glowing, his narrative lively, his observation 
keen ; and even the prejudices and jmssions of Liutprand are 
stamped with an original character of freedom and genius. From 
this scanty fund of foreign and domestic materials I shall investi- 
gate the form and substance of the Byzantine empire ; the provinces 
and wealth, the civil government and military force, the literature 
and architecture of the Greeks in a jxjriod of 600 3 ^ears, from the 
reign of Hcraclius to the successful invasion of the Franks or Latins. 

§ 2. The provinces under the obedience of the emperors were cast 
into a new mould ; and the jurisdiction of the presidents, the con- 
sulars, and the counts was superseded by the institution of the 
themes, or military governments, which prevailed under the succes- 
sors of Heraclius, and are described by the pen of the royal author. 
Of the 29 themes, 12 were in Europe and 17 in Asia. In the 11th 
century the relics of Italy were swept away by the N'orman adven- 
turers, and almost all the Asiatic branches were dissevered from the 
Homan trunk by the Turkish conquerors. After these losses tlio 
emperors of the Comnenian family continued to reign from the 
Danube to Peloponnesus, and from Belgrade to Nice, Trehizond, and 
the winding stream of the Meander. The spacious provinces of 
Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece were obedient to their sceptre ; the 
possession of Cyprus, Rhodes, and Crete was accompanied by the 50 
islands of the iEgean or Holy Sea,* and the remnant of their empire 
transcends the measure of the largest of the European kingdoms. 

§ 3. The same princes might assert, with dignity and truth, that 
of all the monarchs of Christendom they possessed the greatest city, 
the most ample revenue, the most flourishing and populous state. 
With the decline and fall of the empire the cities of the West had 
decayed and fallen ; nor could the ruins of Home, or the mud walls, 
wooden hovels, and narrow precincts of Paris and liondon, prcimro 
the Latin stranger to contemplate the situation and extent of Con- 
stantinople, her stately palaces and churches, and the arts and 
luxury of an innumerable people. Her treasures might attract, but 
her virgin strength had repelled, and still promised to repel, the 

♦ •riXa.yof, as it is styled by the modem Greeks, whence the corrupt 

name of Archipelago. 
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audacious invasion of tlio Persian and Bulgarian, the Arab and the 
Russian. The provinces were less fortunate and impregnable, and 
few districts, few cities, could be discovered which had not been 
violated by some fierce barbarian, impatient to despoil, because he 
was hopeless to possess. Yet the subjects of the Byzantine empire 
were still the most dexterous and diligent of nations ; their country 
was blessed by nature with every advantage of soil, climate, and 
situation ; and, in the support and restoration of the arts, their 
patient and peaceful temper was more useful than the warlike spirit 
and feudal anarchy of li^uropo. Even the tribes of barbarians who 
had seated themselves in arms on the territory of the empire were 
gradually reclaimed to the laws of the church and state, and, as long 
as they were separated from the Greeks, their posterity supplied a 
race of faithful and obedient soldiers.* 

§ 4. The vague and scanty memorials of the times will not 
afford any just estimate of the taxes, the revenue, and the re- 
sources of the Greek empire. A Jewish traveller, who visited 
the East in the 12th century, is lost in his admiration of the 
Byzantine riches. “ It is here,’’ says Benjamin of Tudela, “ in 
the queen of cities, that the tributes of the Greek empire are 
annually deposited, and the lofty towers arc filled with precious 
magazines of silk, purple, and gold. It is said that Constan- 
tinople pays each day to her sovereign 20,000 pieces of gold, 
which arc levied on the shops, taverns, and markets, on the mer- 
chants of Persia and Egypt, of Russia and Hungary, of Italy and 
Spain, who frequent the capital by sea and land.” In all pecuniary 
matters the autliority of a Jew is doubtless rcsiicctable ; but as tlio 
365 days would produce a yearly income exceeding 7,000,000 ster- 
ling, 1 am tempted to retrench at least the numerous festivals of tlie 
Greek calendar. The mass of treasure that was saved by Theodora 
and Basil IF. will suggest a splendid, though indefinite, idea of their 
supifiies and resources. Ihe mother of Michael, before she retired 
to a cloister, had accumulated 109,000 pounds of gold and 300,000 
of silver. 'I'he avarice of Basil is not less renowned than his valour 
and fortune: his victorious armies were paid and rewarded without 
breaking into the mass of 200,000 pounds of gold (about 8,000,000 
sterling), which he had buried in the subterraneous vaults of the 
palace. 

§ 5. The great palace of the emperors was fixed during 11 cen- 
turies in the same position, between the hippodrome, the cathedral 
of St. Sophia, and the gardens, which descended by many a terrace 
to the shores of the Propontis. A new building was erected by the 

♦ Among the barbarians who settled in the empire, we may mention th<» 
Slavonians, who formed the bulk of the population of Greece, and especially 
of the Peloponnesus, for several centuries. 
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emperor Theophilus after the model of a palace which the caliph 
of Bagdad had recently constructed on the banks of the Tigi-is. 
It was accompanied with gardens and with five churches, one of 
which was conspicuous for size and beauty. The long series of the 
apartments was adapted to the seasons, and decorated with marble 
and porphyry, with painting, sculpture, and mosaics, with a profusion 
of gold, silver, and precious stones. The fanciful magnificence of 
Theophilus employed the skill and patience of such artists as the times 
could afford ; but the taste of Athens would have despised their fri- 
volous and costly labours ; a golden tree, with its leaves and branches, 
Avhich sheltered a multitude of birds warbling their artificial notes, 
and two lions of massy gold, and of the natural size, who looked 
and roared like their brethren of the forest. The successors of 
Theophilus, of the Basilian and Comnenian dynasties, were not less 
ambitious of leaving some memorial of their residence ; and the 
portion of the palace most splendid and august was dignified with 
the title of the golden triclinium, 

§ 6. Above a thousand years, from Vespasian to Alexius Comne- 
nus, tlie Ccesar was the second person, or at least the second degree, 
after the supreme title of Augmtus was more freely communicated 
to the sons and brothers of the reigning monarch. To reward the 
piety of his brother Isaac, without giving himself an equal, the 
crafty Alexius interposed a new and supereminent dignity. The 
happy flexibility of the Greek tongue allowed him to compound the 
names of Augustus and Emperor (Sebastos and Autocrator), and 
the union produced the sonorous title of Sebastocrator, He was 
exalted above the Cassar on the first step of the throne : and he was 
only distinguished from the sovereign by some peculiar ornaments 
of the head and feet. Beside and below the Caisar the fancy of 
Alexius created the Panhypersehastos and the Frotoschastos, whose 
sound and signification will satisfy a Grecian ear. They imply a 
superiority and a priority above the simple name of Augustus ; and 
this sacred and primitive title of the Roman prince was degraded to 
the kinsmen and servants of the Byzantine court. The successors 
of Alexius imparted to their favourite sons or brothers the more 
lofty aj)pellation of Lord or Despot, which was illustrated with new 
ornaments and prerogatives, and placed immediately after the person 
of the emperor himself. The five titles of, 1. Despot ; 2. Sebasto- 
crator ; 3. Caesar ; 4. Panhypersebastos ; and, 5. Protosebastos ; 
were usually confined to the princes of his blood : they were the 
emanations of his majesty ; but as they exercised no regular func- 
tions, their existence was useless, and their authority precarious. 

§ 7. But in every monarchy the substantial powers of govern- 
ment must be divided and exercised by the ministers of the palace 
and treasury, the fleet and army. The titles alone can differ ; and 
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in tho revolution of ages, the counts and pra3focts, the pra3tor and 
qua3stor, insensibly descended, while their servants rose above their 
lieads to the first honours of the slate. 1. In a monarchy, which 
refers every object to the person of the prince, the care and ceremo- 
nies of the palace form the most respectable department. The 
Cuvopalata, so illustrious in the ago of Justinian, was supplanted 
by the Protovestiare, whose primitive functions were limited to the 
custody of the wardrobe. From thence his jurisdiction was extended 
over the numerous menials of pomp and luxury ; and he presided 
with his silver wand at the public and private audience. 2. In the 
ancient system of Constantine, the name of Logotliete, or accountant, 
\vas applied to the receivers of tlie finances : the principal officers 
were distinguished as the Logothetes of the domain, of the posts, tho 
army, the private and public treasure ; and the great Logothete, the 
supreme guardian of the laws and revenues, is compared with the 
chancellor of the Latin monarchies. Ilis discerning eye pervaded 
the civil administration ; and he was assisted, in due subordination, 
by the cparcli or jiraifcct of the city, the first secretary, and the 
keepers of tho privy seal, the archives, and the red or purjde ink 
which was reserved fur the sacred signature of the emperor alone. 
The introductor and interpreter of foreign ambassadors were the 
gi'cat Chiaiiss and the Dragoman, two names of Turkish origin, and 
which are still familiar to the Sublime Porte. 3. From the humble 
style and service of guards, tho Domestics insensibly rose to the 
station of generals ; tho military themes of the East and West, the 
legions of Europe and Asia, were often divided, till the great 
Domestic was finally invested with the universal and absolute com- 
mand of tho land forces. 4. The naval powers were under the 
command of the great DuJee ; in his absence they obeyed tlio great 
Drungaire of the fleet ; and, in his place, the Emir, or Admiral, 
a name of Saracen extraction, but which has been naturalised in all 
the modern languages of Kuroiic. 

§ 8. The most lofty titles, and the most humble postures, which 
devotion has applied to the Suiireme Being, have been prostituted 
by flattery and fear to creatures of the same nature with ourselves. 
The mode of adoration, of falling jirostrate on the ground and 
kissing the feet of the emperor, was borrowed by Diocletian from 
Persian servitude; but it was continued and aggravated till the 
last ago of the Greek monarchy. When Liutprand, the ambassador 
of Otho, approached the throne, the birds of the golden tree began 
to warble their notes, which were accompanied by the roarings of 
the two lions of gold. With his two companions Liutprand was 
compelled to bow and to fall prostrate ; and thrice he touched tho 
ground with his forehead. He arose ; but in tho short interval the 
throne had been hoisted by an engine from the floor to the ceiling, 
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the Imperial figure ap^ieared in new and more gorgeous apparel, and 
the interview was concluded in haughty and majestic silence. 

§ 9. The emperor ixissessed despotic power. I'ho legislative and 
executive powers were centered in his person, and the last remains 
of the authority of the senate were finally eraclieated by Leo the 
Philosopher. A lethargy of servitude had benumbed the minds of 
the Greeks^ in the wildest tumults of rebellion they never aspired 
to the idea of a free constitution ; and tlic private character of the 
• prince was the only source and measure of their public happiness. 
Superstition riveted their chains ; in the church of St. Sophia he 
was solemnly crowned by the i)atriarch ; at the foot of the altar they 
pledged their passive and unconditional obedience to his government 
and family. The Greek ecclesiastics Avcrc themselves the subjects of 
the civil magistrate : at the nod of a tyrant the bishops were created, 
or transferred, or deposed, or punished with an ignominious death : 
and the patriarch of Constantinople condemned, what he secretly 
envied, the temporal greatness of his Roman brother. 

§ 10. The wealth of the Greeks enabled them to purchase the 
service of the poorer nations, and to inaintain a naval power for the 
protection of their coasts and the annoyance of their enemies. The 
command of the Mediterranean, from the mouth of the Tanais to the 
Columns of Hercules, was always claimed, and often j^ossessed, by 
the successors of Constantine. The Dromones^ or light galleys of the 
Byzantine empire, were content with two tier of oars ; each tier was 
composed of 25 benches ; and two row^ers were seated on each bench, 
w’ho plied their oars on either side of the vessel. The invention oi 
the Greek fire did not, like that of gunpowder, produce a total re- 
volution in the art of war. To these liquid combustibles the city 
and empire of Constantine owed their deliverance ; and they were 
employed in sieges and sea-fights with terrible effect. But they 
were either less improved, or less susceptible of improvement : the 
engines of antiquity, the catapultfe, balista3, and battering-rams, 
were still of most frequent and powerful use in the attack and 
defence of fortifications ; nor was the decision of battles reduced to 
the quick and heavy fire of a lino of infantry, whom it were fruit- 
less to protect with armour against a similar fire of their enemies. 
Steel and iron were still the common instruments of destruction and 
safety ; and the helmets, cuirasses, and shields of the tenth cen- 
tury did not, either in form or substance, essentially differ from 
those which had covered the companions of Alexander or Achilles. 
The handsj or regiments, were usually 300 strong; and, as a 
medium between the extremes of 4 and 16, the foot soldiers were 
formed 8 deep; but the cavalry charged in four ranks, from the 
reasonable consideration that the weight of the front could not he 
increased by any pressure of the hindmost horses. 
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§ 11. The final revolt and separation of Italy was accomplished 
about two centuries after the conquests of Justinian, and from his 
reign we may date the gradual oblivion of the Latin tongue. That 
legislator had composed his Institutes, his Code, and his Pandects 
in a language which he celebrates as the proi)cr and public style of 
the Roman government, the consecrated idiom of the palace and 
senate of Constantinople, of ttic camps and tribunals of the East. 
But this foreign dialect was unknown to the people and soldiers of 
the Asiatic provinces, it was imi)erfcctly understood by the greater 
part of the interpreters of the laws and the ministers of the state. 
After a short conflict, nature and habit prevailed over the obsolete 
institutions of human power : for the general benefit of his subjects 
Justinian promulgated his novels in the two languages, the several 
X>arts of his voluminous jurisiuudcncc were successively translated, 
the original was forgotten, the version was studied, and the Greek 
obtained a legal as well as ix)pular establishment in the Byzantine 
monarchy. The birth and residence of succeeding princes estranged 
them from the Roman idiom ; the silent revolution was accom- 
plished before the death of Hcraclius, and the ruins of the Latin 
speech were darkly x)rcserved in the terms of jurisprudence and the 
acclamations of the x:)alace. After the restoration of the Western 
empire hy Charlemagne and the Othos, the names of Franks and 
Latins acquired an equal signification and extent, and these haughty 
barbarians asserted, with some justice, their su])erior claim to the 
language and dominion of Rome. They insulted the aliens of the 
East who had renounced the dress and idiom of Romans, and their 
reasonable ijracticc will justify the frequent apx)ellation of Greeks. 
But this contemptuous appellation was indignantly rejected by the 
prince and people to whom it is applied. Whatsoever changes hsfd 
been introduced by the lapse of ages, they alleged a lineal and 
unbroken succession from Augustus and Constantine ; and, in the 
lowest x^eriod of degeneracy and decay, the name of Romans adhered 
to the last fragments of the emigre of Constantinople. 

§ 12. After the fall of Paganism, the loss of Syria and Egypt, 
and the extinction of the schools of Alexandria and Athens, the 
studies of the Greeks insensibly retired to some regular monasteries, 
and, above all, to the ro^^al college of Constantinople. But the 
seventh and eighth centuries were a x^eriod of discord and darkness ; 
in the reign of Leo the Isaurian the library was burnt, and the 
college was abolished ; the Iconoclasts arc rex?resentcd as the foes of 
antiquity, and a savage ignorance and contempt of letters has dis- 
graced the princes of the Heraclean and Isaurian dynasties. In the 
ninth century we trace the first dawnings of the restoration of 
science. The Csesar Bardas, the uncle of Michael the Third, was the 
generous protector of letters. At the x^ressing entreaty of the 
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CoBsav, his friend, the celebrated Photius, renounced the freedom of 
a secular and studious life, ascended the jiatriarchal throne, and was 
alternately excommunicated and absolved by the synods of tlio 
l^ast and West. By the confession even of priestly hatred, no art 
or science, except poetry, was foreign to this universal scholar. 
Whilst he exercised the office of protospathaire, or captain of the 
guards, Photius was sent ambassadof to the caliph of Bagdad. The 
tedious hours of exile, perhaps of confinement, were beguiled by the 
hasty composition of his JAhrat'y^ a living monument of erudition 
and criticism. Two hundred and fourscore writers, historians, 
orators, philosophers, theologians, ai*c reviewed without any regular 
method ; he abridges their narrative or doctrine, appreciates their 
style and character, and judges even the fathers of the church with 
a discreet freedom which often breaks through the superstition of 
the times. The emperor Basil, who lamented the defects of his own 
education, intrusted to the care of Photius his son and successor 
Leo the Philosopher, and the reign of that j)rinco and of his son 
Constantine Porphyrogenitus forms one of the most prosperous airas 
of the Byzantine literature. By their munificence the treasures of 
antiquity were deposited in the Imperial library ; by their pens, or 
those of their associates, they were imparted in such extracts and 
abridgments as might amuse the curiosity, without oi>))ressi]ig the 
indolence, of the public. Besides the Basilicciy or code of laws, tlie 
arts of husbandry and war, of feeding or destroying the human 
species, were propagated with equal diligence ; and the history of 
( I recce and Rome was digested into 63 heads or titles, of which two 
only (of embassies, and of virtues and vices) have escaijcd the 
injuries of time. I shall not expatiate on the works of the Byzan- 
tfine Greeks, who, by the assiduous study of the ancients, have 
deserved, in some measure, the remembrance and gratitude of the 
moderns. The scholars of the present age may still enjoy the 
benefit of the philosophical commoiiidacc-hook of Stobaeus, the 
grammatical and historic lexicon of Suidas, the Chiliads of Tzetzes, 
which comprise 600 narratives in 12,000 verses, and the commen- 
taries on Homer of Eustathius archbishop of Thcssalonica, who, 
from his horn of plenty, has poured the names and authorities of 
400 writers. From these originals, and from the numerous tribe 
of scholiasts and critics, some estimate may be formed of the lite- 
rary wealth of the twelfth century. Constantinople was enlight- 
ened by the genius of Homer and Demosthenes, of Aristotle and 
Plato ; and in the enjoyment or neglect of our present riches we 
must envy the generation that could still peruse the history of 
Theopomims, the orations of Hyperides, the comedies of Menander, 
and the odes of Alcseus and Sappho, The frequent labour of illus- 
tration attests not only the existence but the popularity of the 
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Grecian classics ; the general knowledge of the age may be deduced 
from the example of two learned females, the empress Eudocia and 
the princess Anna Comnena, who cultivated, in the purple, the arts 
of rhetoric and philosophy. But the Greeks of Constantinople, while 
they read, praised, and compiled, seemed alike incapable of thought 
and action. In the revolution of ten centuries, not a single discovery 
was made to exalt the dignit/or promote the happiness of mankind. 
Kot a single composition of history, philosophy, or literature, has 
been saved from oblivion by the intrinsic beauties of style or senti- 
ment, of original fancy, or even of successful imitation. The prose of 
the Byzantine writers is soaring to the vicious affectation of poetry : 
their poetry is sinking below the flatness and insipidity of prose. 
The tragic, epic, and lyric muses weic silent and inglorious : the 
bards of Constantinople seldom rose above a riddle or epigram, a 
panegyric or talc ; they forgot even the rules of prosody ; and with 
the melody of Homer yet sounding in their ears, they confound all 
measure of feet and syllables in the impotent strains which have 
received the name of mlitical or city verses. 



§ 13. Constantinople became the scat of a peculiar stylo of archi- 
tecture, which is known by the name of Byzantine, and which was 
practised by the Greek church both in Europe and Asia throughout 
the Avhole of the middle ages. The Byzantine buildings arc cha- 
racterised by' a dome, by the abundant use of polychromy', and by a 
profusion of gold mosaics. This style dates from the time of Jus- 
tinian ; and Constantinople still possesses two buildings, the greater 
and the lesser St. Sophia, erected by this emperor. The grand 
cathedral of St. Sophia has been already minutely described and 
its external and internal appearance are exhibited in the drawings 
at the head of this chapter. The lesser St. Sophia, more correctly 
called the church of SS. Sergius and Bacchus, from having been 
dedicated to those martyrs, is externally a rectangle, 87 feet by 103, 

♦ See pp. 302-304*. 
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CliurcU of I’auagia I.ycodcmo, at Athens. 

and internally a large .s(|narc chamber sxtnnonntcd in the centre by 
a dome 47 feet in diameter. To the west is the ntirthex, and oppo- 
site the a])se.* Most of the Byzantine clnirches are small; the out- 
side is plain ; and the decomtion is coniincd to the ])aintings and 
mosaics of the interior. . The church of Panagia L}'codcmo (St. 
Nicodemus) at Athens, which is G2 feet long and 45 feet broad, may 
be taken as the type, both in size and appearance, of many hundred 
Byzantine churches.f In Asia one of the best preserved specimens 
of this style of architecture is the church of St. Sojdiia at Trebizond. 
It is rich outside in most of the peculiarities of the Byzantine style, 
and in the interior it contains very ]ierfect remains of frescoes, of 
which the colours are exceedingly brilliiyit. 

* I'crgusson, Handbook of Architecture, p. 946. 
t Fe^g^^son, p, 9G0. 
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§ 14. The history of the Paulicians, whoso exile scattered over 
the West the seeds of reformation, demands a few words, a iie 
obscure remnant of the Gnostics had been driven from the capitals 
of the East and West, and confined to the villages and mountains 
along the borders of the Euphrates. The numerous sects were 
finally lost in the odious name of Manicliceans ; and these heretics, 
who presumed to reconcile the doctrines of Zoroaster and Christ, 
were pursued by the two religions with equal and unrelenting 
hatred. Under the grandson of Heraclius, in the neighbourhood 
of Samosata, a reformer arose, esteemed by the Paulicians as the^ 
chosen messenger of truth (about a.d. 660). In his humble dwell- 
ing of Mauanalis, Constantine entertained a deacon who returned 
from Syrian captivity, and received the inestimable gift of the New 
Testament, which was already concealed from the vulgar the. 
clergy. These books became the measure of his studies and the 
rule of his faith ; but he attached himself with peculiar devotion to 
the writings and character of St. Paul ; and the name of the Pauli- 
cians is derived from the apostle of the Gentiles. The founders of 
the sect agreed with their Gnostic brethren in the universal con- 
tempt for the Old Testament, the books of Moses and the proi)liets ; 
but they sincerely condemned the memory and opinions of the 
Manicliajans, and complained of the injustice which impressed that 
invidious name on the simple votaries of St. Paul and of Christ. 

§ 15. The worship and the belief of the Paulicians were equally 
simple. They rejected the use of all images Jind relics : in the 
])ractice, or at least in the theory, of the sacraments, they were 
inclined to abolish all visible objects of worship, and the words 
of the Gospel were, in their judgment, the baptism and communion 
of the faithful. They believed in the mystery of the Trinity : but 
instead of confessing the human nature and substantial sufferings of 
Christ, they amused their fancy with a celestial body that passed 
through the virgin like water through a pipe ; with a fantastic 
crucifixion that eluded the vain and impotent malice of the Jews. 
They likewise held the eternity of matter ; a stubborn and rebel- 
lious substance, the origin of a second principle, of an active being, 
who has created this visible world, and exercises liis temporal reign 
till the final consummation of death and sin. 

§ 16. The apostolic labours of Constantino and of his disciple 
Sylvanus soon multiplied the number of bis disciples. The rem- 
nant of the Gnostic sects, and csjiccially the Manichaians of 
Armenia, were united under his standard; many Catholics were 
converted or seduced by his arguments ; and he preached with 
success in the regions of Pontus and Cappadocia, which had long 
since imbibed the religion of Zoroaster. The new sect was loosely 
spread over the provinces of Asia Minor to the westward of 
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the Euphrates ; and six of their pvincij)ul congregations represented 
the churches to which St. Paul i?id addressed his epistles. They 
were soon exposed to the p 'scjiition of the Roman government; 
and in a calamitous period of 150 years, their patience sustained 
whatever zeal could inflict ; and power was insufficient to eradicate 
the obstinate vegetation of fanaticism and reason. The most furious 
and desperate of rebels are the sectaries of a religion long j)erse- 
cuted, and at length provoked. In an lioly cause they are no 
longer susceptible of fear or remorse : the justice of their arms 
hardens them against the feelings of humanity ; and they revenge 
their father’s wrongs on the children of their tyrants. Such have 
been the’ Hussites of Bohemia and the Calvinists of France, and 
such, in the ninth century, were the Paulicians of Armenia and the 
adjacent provinces. Carbeas, a valiant Paulician, who commanded 
the guards of the general of the East, was ];)rovoked by the san- 
guinary prosecution of Theodora, to renounce the allegiance of anti- 
Christian Rome. A Saracen emir introduced Carbeas to the 
caliph ; and the commander of the faitliful extended his sceptre to 
the implacable enemy of the Greeks. In the mountains between 
Si was and Trebizond he founded or fortified the city of Tephrice, 
and the neighbouring hills were covered with the Paulician fugi- 
tives, who now reconciled the use of the Bible and the sword. 
During more than thirty years Asia was afflicted by the calamities 
of foreign and domestic war : in their hostile inroads the disciples 
of St. Paul were joined with those of Mahomet ; and the peaceful 
Christians, who were delivered into barbarous servitude, might 
justly accuse the intolerant spirit of their sovereign, ^'he valour 
and ambition of Chrysocheir, the successor of Carbeas, embraced a 
wider circle of rapine and revenge. In alliance with his faithful Mos- 
lems, he boldly penetrated into the heart of Asia ; the troops of the 
frontier and the i^alace were rei^eatcdly overthrown ; and the edicts 
of persecution were answered by the pillage of Nice and Nicomedia, 
of Ancyra and Ephesus. At length Chrysocheir was surprised and 
slain ; and with him the glory of the Paulicians faded and withered. 
The emi^cror Basil, the Macedonian, who had previously been com- 
pelled to retire from the impregnable Tephrice, now undertook a 
second expedition : the city was deserted by the heretics, who 
sued for mercy or escaped to the borders. The city was ruined, but 
the spirit of independence survived in the mountains : the Pauli- 
cians defended, above a century, their religion and liberty, infested 
the Roman limits, and maintained their perpetual alliance with the 
enemies of the empire and the Gospel. 

§ 17. About the middle ofAhe eighth century, Constantine, sur-» 
named Copronymus by the worshippers of images, had made an 
expedition into Armenia, and found, in the cities of Melitehe and 
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TTaeodosiopolis, a great number of Paulicians, his kindred heretics. 
As a favour, or punishment, he transplanted them from the banks 
of the Euphrates to Constantinople and Thrace ; aud by this emi- 
gration their doctrine was introduced and diffused in Plurope. If 
the sectaries of the metropolis were soon mingled with the promis- 
cuous mass, those of the country struck a deep root in a foreign 
soil. The Paulicians of Thrace resisted the storms of persecution, 
maintained a secret correspondence with their Armenian brethren, 
and gave aid and comfort to their preachers, who solicited, not 
without success, the infant faith of the Bulgarians. In the tenth 
century they were restored and multiplied by a more powerful 
colony which John Zimisces transported from the Chalyhian hills 
to the valleys of Mount Hojmus. Their exile in a distant land was 
softened by a free toleration : the Paulicians held the city of Phi- 
lippopolis and the keys of Thrace : they occupied a line of villages 
and castles in Macedonia and Epirus ; and many native Bulgarians 
were associated to the communion of arms and heresy. As long as 
they were awed by pow’or and treated with moderation, their volun- 
tary bands were distinguished in the armies of the empire ; and the 
coumgc of these c?or/.s, ever greedy of war, ever thirsty of human 
blood, is noticed with astonishment, and almost with reproach, by 
tho pusillanimous Greeks. The same spirit rendered them arro- 
gant and contumacious : they were easily provoked by caprice or 
injury; and their privileges were often violated by the faithless 
bigotry of the government and clergy. Alexius Comnenus wrested 
the important station of Pliilippopolis from their hands; and the 
contumacious leaders were secured in a dungeon, or banished from 
their country. But after the departure and death of Alexius they 
soon resumed their civil and religious laws. In the beginning of 
the thirteenth century. their poi^e or primate (a manifest corruption) 
resided on the confines of Bulgaria, Croatia, and Dalmatia, and 
governed by his vicars the filial congregations of Italy and France. 
From that sera a minute scrutiny might jirolong and perpetuate the 
chain of tradition. At the end of the last age the sect or colony 
still inhabited the valleys of Mount IlaEJinus, where their ignorance 
and poverty were more frequently tormented by tlio Greek clergy 
than by the Turkish government. The modern Paulicians have 
lost all memory of their origin ; and their religion is disgraced by 
the worship of the cross, and the practice of bloody sacrifice, which 
some captives have imported from the wilds of Tartary. 

§ 18. In the West the first teachers of tho Manichaean theology 
had been repulsed by the people or suppressed by the prince. The 
favour and success of the Paulicians in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries must be imputed to the strong, though secret discontent 
which armed the most pious Christians against the church of Borne. 
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The sectaries found their way into every part of Europe, and their 
opinions were silently propagated in Home, Milan, and the Kingdoms 
beyond the Alps. It was soon discovered that many thousand Ca- 
tholics of every rank, and of either sex, had embraced the Manichtean 
heresy ; and the flames which c?on8umed twelve canons of Orleans was 
the first act and signal of persecution. The Bulgarians, a name so 
innocent in its origin, so odious in its application, spread their 
branches over the face of Europe. United in common hatred of 
idolatry and Home, they were connected by a form of episcopal and 
l^resbyterian government ; their various sects were discriminated by 
some fainter or darker shades of theology ; but they generally 
agreed in the two principles — the contempt of the Old Testament, 
and the denial of the body of Christ cither on the cross or in the 
Eucharist. 

§ 19. It was in tlic country of the Albigeois, in the southern 
provinces of France, that the Paulicians were most deeply im- 
jdanted ; and tlio same vicissitudes of martyrdom and revenge 
which had been displayed in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates 
Avere repeated in the thirteenth century on the banks of the Hhone. 
The laws of the Eastern emperors were revived by Frederic the 
Second. The insurgents of Tephrice were represented by the 
barons and cities of Languedoc : Pope Innocent III. surpassed the 
sanguinary fame of Theodora. It was in cruelty alone that her 
.soldiers could equal the heroes of the Crusades, and the cmelty of 
her in iests was far excelled by the founders of the Inquisition — an 
ofiico more adapted to confirm* tlian to refute the belief of an evil 
principle. The visible assemblies of the Paulicians, or Albigeois, 
Avere extirpated by fire and sAvord ; and the bleeding remnant 
escaped by flight, concealment, or Catholic conformity. But the 
invincible spirit Avhich they had kindled still lived and breathed in 
the Western world. In the state, in the church, and even in the 
cloister, a latent succession Avas prcser\red of tlie disciples of St. 
Paul, Avho i)rotested against the tyranny of Home, embraced the 
Bible as the rule of faith, and purified their creed from all the 
visions of the Gnostic theology. ’I'he struggles of Wickliff in 
England, of Hnss in Bohemia, were premature and ineffectual ; but 
the names of Zuinglius, lAither, and Calvin are pronounced AAuth 
gratitude as the deliverers of nations. 
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CHArTER XXX. 

'the BUhOARIANB, IIUNGARIANB, AND RTTSSIANS, 

§ 1. Division of' the s\i])jcct. § 2. Origin and conquests of the Bulgarians. 
§ 3. Origin of the Hungarians. § 4. Their conquests. § 5. Origin of 
the Russians. § 0. The Varangians of Constantinople. § 7. The two 
ancient capitals and trade of Russia. § 8. Naval expeditions of the 
Russians against Constantinople. § 9. Reign of Swatoslaus. § 10. Con- 
version of Russia. § 11. Christianity of the North. 

§ 1. Under the reign of Constantine, the grandson of Heraclhis, 
the ancient barrier of the Danube, so often violated and so often 
lestored, was irretrievably swept away by a new deluge of barba- 
rians. Their progress was favoured by the caliphs, their unknown 
and accidental auxiliaries ; tlie Roman legions were occupied in 
Asia; and after the loss of Byria^ Egypt, and Africa, the Caesars 
were twice reduced to the danger and disgrace of defending their 
capital against the Saracens. The history of the barbarians, who,' 
^ between the seventh and the twelfth century, descended from the 
plains of Scythia, in transient inroad or perpetual emigration, is rc-' 
lated imdcr the beads of — I. Bulgarians, 11. Hungarians, md. III. 
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Itmsians. The conquests of the, IV. Normans, and the monarchy 
of the, V. Turks, will naturally terminate in the memorable Cni- 
sacles to the Holy Land and the double fall of the city and empire 
of Constantine. I 

§ 2. I. The Bulgarians, as we have already remarked,* were 
the remains of the Huns, who, after their defeat on the death of 
Attila, retreated eastward to the Euxine and the lake Mjeotis. They 
were defeated by Thcodoric, the Ostrogoth, on his march to Italy. 
In the sixth century the IBulgarians w'cre subject to the Avars ; but 
about A.D. 070 the Bulgarians crossed the Danube, followed by 
various Slavonic tribes, Servians, Bosnians, Bascians, Croatians, &c., 
and founded the Bulgarian kingdom between this river and the 
na3mus. The name of the conquerors still continues in the country 
where they settled, but their language, which was akin to the 
Turkish, has long since given way to that of the Slavonians-. The 
Bulgarians successively acquired, by war or treaty, the Roman pro- 
vinces of Dardania, Thessaly, and the two Epirus ; and, in their 
prosperous age, the obscure town of Lychnidus, or Achrida, was 
honoured with the throne of a king and a patriarch. Among the 
Slavonian allies of the Bulgarians, the Chrobatians, or Croats, who 
now attend the motions of an Austrian army, founded a powerful 
kingdom in Dalmatia (a. d. 900, &c.). This kingdom was shared 
by cloven Zoupans, or feudatory lords ; and their united forces were 
numbered at 60,000 horse and 100,000 foot. A long sea-coast, in- 
dented with 'capacious harbours, covered with a string of islands, 
and almost in sight of the Italian shores, disposed both the na- 
tives and strangers to the practice of navigation. The Croats be- 
came dangerous pirates ; and it was not before the close of the tenth 
century that the freedom and sovereignty of the Gfilf were eftcc- 
tually vindicated by the Venetian republic. 

The glory of the Bulgariffns was confined to the ninth and tenth 
centuries. They slew in battle Nicephorus, who had invaded their 
country (a. d. 811) ; and the skull of this cmx)eror, enchased with 
gold, was often replenished in the feasts • of vietpry. This savage 
cup was deeply tinctured with the manners of the Scythian wilder- 
ness, but the Bulgarians were softened before the end of the same 
century by a peaceful intercourse with the Greeks, the possession of 
a cultivated region, and the introduction of the Chiistian worship. 
The nobles of Bulgaria were educated in the schools and palace of 
Oonstantinoplo, and Simeon, a youth of the royal line, was instructed 
in the rhetoric of Demosthenes and the logic of Aristotle. During 
his reign of more than 40 years (a. d. 888-932), Bulgaria assumed 
a rank among the civilised powers of the earth. He defeated the 
Greeks, formed the siege of Constantinople, and, in a personal eon- 
♦ See p. 334, 
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fcvence with the emperor, imposed the conditions of peace. After 
Vhe death of Simeon the nations were again in arms, his feeble suc- 
cessors were divided and extinguished, and, in the beginning of the 
eleventh century, the second Basil, who was born in the purple, de- 
served the appellation oF conqueror of the Bulgarians. The Bul- 
garians were swept away from their settlements, and circumscribed 
within a narrow province ; and the surviving chiefs beqrieathed to 
their children the advice of patience and the duty of revenge. 

§ 3. IT. When the black swarm of Hungarians first hung over 
Europe, they were mistaken by fear and superstition for the Gog 
and Magog of the Scriptures, the signs and forerunners of the end 
of the world. Their real origin has been the subject of much dis- 
pute, and many writers have supjxised them to be the descendants 
of the Huns ; but their language proves that they belong to the 
Finnish or Tschudish race, which formerly occupied the northern 
regions of Asia and Europe. Their original abode was in tlio 
country called Ugria, or Jugoria, in the southern part of the Ura- 
lian mountains, which is now inhabited by the Voguls and Ostiaks, 
who are the eastern branches of the Finnish race. Magyar is the 
national denomination of the Hungarians ; but the Russians gave 
them the name of Ugri, as originating from Ugria; and this name 
has been corrupted into Ungri and Hungarians. The consanguinity 
of the Hungarians and Laplanders disjplays the powerful -energy of 
climate on the children of a common parent ; the lively contrast 
between the bold adventurers who are intoxicated with the wines of 
the Danube, and tlio wretched fugitives who are immersed beneath 
the snows of the polar circle. 

The Hungarians were a nomadic race : but they Avere indebted to 
fishing as well* as to the chase for a part of their subsistence. Their 
tents were of leather, their garments of fur ; they shaved their hair 
and scarified their faces, and, except the merit and fame of military 
prowess, all that is valued by mankind appeared vile and con- 
temptible to these barbarians, whose native fierceness was stimu- 
lated by the consciousness of numbers and freedom. In the abuse 
of victory they astonished Europe, yet smarting from the wounds of 
the Saracen and the Dane : mercy they rarely asked, and more 
rarely bestowed : both sexes were accused as equally inaccessible to 
pity ; and their appetite for raw flesh might countenance the popular 
tale that they drank the blood and feasted on the hearts of the slain. 

§ 4. After many Avauderings, the Hungarians approached the com- 
mon limits of the French and Byzantine empires. Their first con- 
quests and final settlements extended on either side of ’the Danube 
above Vienna, below Belgrade, and beyond the measure of the Roman 
province of Pannonia, or the modem kin^om of Hungary (a.d. 889). 
That ample and fertile land was loosely occupied by the Moravians, 
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a Slavonian name and tribe, whieh were driven by the invaders 
into the compass of a narrow province. The Hungarians extended 
their ravages over the provinces of Bavaria, Swabia, and Franconia ; 
nor could any distance bo secure against an enemy who, almost at 
the same instant, laid in ashes the Helvetian monastery of St. Gall, 
and the city of Bremen on the shores of the northern ocean. * Above 
thirty years the Germanic empire, or kingdom, was subject to the 
ignominy of tribute. They invaded France and Italy ; burned the 
royal city of Pavia to the ground (a. d. 924) ; and in their annual 
excursions from the Alps to the neighbourhood of Home and Capua, 
the churches that yet escaped resounded with a fearful litany ; 
“Oh I save and deliver us from the arrows of the Hungarians!” 
But the saints were deaf or inexorable ; and the torrent rolled for- 
wards, till it was stopped by the extreme land of Calabria. A compo- 
sition was offered and accepted for the head of each Italian subject ; 
and ton bushels of silver wore poured forth in the Hungarian camp. 
On the side of the East the Hungarians were opposed in doubtful 
conflict by the equal arms of the Bulgarians, whose faith forbade an 
alliance with the pagans, and whose situation formed the baiTier of 
the Byzantine emiiire. ^flie baiTier was overturned ; the emperor ot 
Constantinople beheld the waving banners of the Hungarians ; and 
one of their boldest warriors presumed to strike a battle-axe into 
the golden gate. The arts and treasures of the Greeks diverted the 
assault ; but the Hungarians might boast in their retreat that they 
had imposed a tribute on the spirit of Bulgaria and the majesty of 
the Ciesars. At this disastrous a*ra of the ninth and tentli cen- 
turies, Euroi:)c was afflicted by a triiile scourge from the North, the 
East, and the South ; the Norman, the Hungarian, and the Saracen 
sometimes trod the same ground of desolation ; and these savage 
foes might have been compared by Homer to the two lions growling 
over the carcase of a mangled stag. 

The deliverance of Germany and Christendom was achieved by 
the Saxon princes Henry the Fowler and Otho the Great, who, iti 
two memorable battles, for ever broke the power of the Hungarians 
(a. n. 934 and 955), Adversity suggested the counsels of modera- 
tion and peace : the robbers of the West acquiesced in a sedentary 
life ; and the next generation was taught, by a discerning prince, 
that far more might be gained by multiplying and exchanging the 
produce of a fruitful soil. The native race was mingled with new 
colonies of Scythian or Slavonian origin : many thousands of robust 
and industrious captives had been imported from ail the countries of 
Europe ; and after the marriage of Geisa Avith a Bavarian princess, 
he bestowed honours and estates on the nobles of Germany. The 
son of Geisa was invested with the regal title, and the house of 
Arpad reigned 300 years in the kingdom of Hungary. But the 
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freeborn barbarians were not dazzled by the lustre of the diadem, 
and the people asserted their indefeasible right of choogfing, deiiosiiig, 
and punishing the hereditary servant of the state. 

§ 5. III. The name of Russians was first divulged in the 
ninth century, by an embassy from Theophilus, emperor of the 
East, to the emperor of the West, Lewis, the son of Charlemagne. 
The- Greeks were accompanied by the envoys of the great duke, or 
chagan, or czar^ of the Russians. In their journey to Constanti- 
nople tiicy had traversed many hostile nations, and they hoped to 
escape the dangers of their return by requesting the French monarch 
to transport them by sea to their native comitry. A closer exami- 
nation detected their origin : they were the brethren of the Swedes 
and Normans, whose name was already odious and formidable in 
France ; and it might justly be apprehended that these Russian 
sti-angers W'cro not the messengers of peace, but the emissaries of 
war. They were detained while the Greeks were dismissed; and 
Lewis expected a more satisfactory account, that he might obey the 
laws of hospitality or prudence according to the interest of both 
empires. This Scandinavian origin of the princes of Russia may be 
confirmed and illustrated by the national annals and the general 
history of the North. The Normans, who had so long been con- 
cealed by a veil of imi)enetrable darkness, suddenly burst forth in 
the spirit of naval and military enterprise. The vast, and, as it is 
said, the populous, regions of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway were 
crowded witli independent chieftains and desperate adventurers. 
Piracy was the exercise, the trade, the glory, and the virtue of the 
Scandinavian youth. Impatient of a bleak climate and narrow limits, 
they ascended their vessels, and exiilored every coast that promised 
cither spoil or settlement. The Baltic was the first scene of their 
naval achievements ; they visited the eastern shores, the silent resi- 
dence of Finnish and Slavonian tribes ; and the primitive inhabitants 
of the lake Ladoga paid a tribute, the skins of white squirrels, to 
these strangers, whom they saluted with the title of Varangians^f 
but whose national name was JRusstans, Their superiority in arms, 
discipline, and renown commanded the fear and reverence of the 
natives. In their wars against the more inland savages the Varan* 
gians condescended to serve as friends and auxiliaries, and gradually, 
by choice or conquest, obtained the dominion of a people whom they 
were qualified to protect. Their tyranny was expelled, their valour 
was again recalled, till at length Ruric, a Scandinavian chief (a.d. 
8C2), became the father of a dynasty which reigned above 700 years. 

* Nestor, the first and best of these ancient annalists, was a monk of 
Kiew, who died in the beginning of the 12th century. 

f The name Varangians, a corruption of the Sclavonic Warjazi, is said to 
signify allies, and to come from the word wara, a compact or alliance. 
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§ 6. As long as the descendants of Rnric were considered as aliens 
and conquerors, they ruled by the sword of the Varangians, and 
supplied their numbers with fresh streams of adventurers from the 
Baltic coast. But when the Scandinavian chiefs had struck a deep 
and pcimancnt root into the soil, they mingled with the Slavonic 
inhabitants in blood, religion, and language, and the first Waladimir 
had the merit of delivering his country from these foreign merce- 
naries. They had seated him on the throne ; his riches were in- 
sufficient to satisfy their demands ; but they listened to his pleasing 
advice, that they should seek, not a more grateful, but a more 
wealthy, master ; that they should embark for Greece, where, instead 
of the skins of squirrels, silk and golu would be the recompence of 
their service. At the same time the Russian prince admonished his 
Byzantine ally to disperse and employ, to recompence and restrain, 
these impetuous children of the North. Contemporary writers have 
recorded the introduction, name, and character of the Varangians : 
each day they rose in confidence and esteem ; the whole body was 
assembled at Constantinople to perform the duty of. guards; and 
their strength was recruited by a numerous band of their country- 
men from the island of Thule. On this occasion the vague appella- 
tion of Thule is applied to England ; and the new Varangians were 
a colony of English and Danes who fled from the yoke of the Nor- 
man conqueror. The habits of pilgi'image and piracy had approxi- 
mated the countries of the earth ; these exiles were entertained in 
the Byzantine court ; and they preserved, till the last age of the 
empire, the inheritance of spotless loyalty, and the use of the Danish 
or English tongue. With their broad and double-edged battle-axes 
. on their shoulders, they attended the Greek emperor to the temple, 
the senate, and the hippodrome ; he slept and feasted under their 
trusty guard ; and the keys of the palace, the treasury, and the ca- 
pital, were lield by the firm and faithful hands of the Varangians. 

§ 7. Amidst the darkness of early Russian history wo can discern 
two principal states, one in the ‘north of the country, of which No- 
vorogod was the capital, and the other in the south on the Dnieper, 
of which Kiew was the chief town. The rule of the Varangian con- 
querors was at first confined to the northern state ; but their power 
gradually increased, and Kiew was annexed to their dominions. 
From an early period the two capitals were the centre of an important 
trade. From the neighbourhood of Novogorod the Russians de- 
scended the streams that fall into the Borysthenes ; their canoes, of 
a single tree, were laden with slaves of every age, furs of every 
species, the spoil of their beehives, and the hides of their cattle ; and 
the whole produce of the North was collected and discharged in the 
magazines of Kiew. The month of June was the ordinary season 
of the departure of the fleet : the timber of the canoes was framed 
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into the oars and benches of more solid and ca])acious boats ; and 
they proceeded down the Borysthenes to the Black Sea. If they 
steered along the coast, the Danube was accessible ; with a fair wind 
they could reach in 36 or 40 hours the opposite shores of Anatolia ; 
and Constantinople admitted the annual visit of the strangers of the 
North. They returned at the stated season with a rich cargo of 
corn, wine, and oil, the manufactures of Greece, and the spices of 
India. 

§ 8. But the same communication which had been opened for the 
benefit, was soon abused for the injury of mankind. In a period of 
190 years the Ilussians made four attempts to plunder the treasures 
of Constantinople : the event was various, but the motive, the 
means, and the object were the same in these naval expeditions. 
The Russian traders had seen the magnificence, and tasted the 
luxury, of the city of the Ca3sars. A marvellous tale, and a scanty 
supply, excited the desires of their savage countrymen : the Varan- 
gian princes unfurled the banners of i>iratical adventure, and their 
bravest soldiers were drawn from the nations that dwelt in the 
northern isles of the ocean.* The Greek appellation of 
or single canoes, might be justly a})plied to the bottom of their 
vessels. It was scooped out of the long stem of a beech or willow, 
but the slight and narrow foundation was raised and continued on 
either side with idanks, till it attained the length of 60 and the 
Height of about 12 feet. These boats were built without a deck, 
but with two rudders and a mast ; to move with sails and oars ; and 
to contain from 40 to 70 men, with thoT arms, and provisions of 
fresh water and salt fish. The first trial of the Russians was made 
with 200 boats ; but when the national force was exerted they, 
might arm against Constantinople 1000 or 1200 vessels. In 
their first enterprise (a, d. 865), under the princes of Kiew, 
they passed the Bosporus without opposition, and occupied the 
port of Constantinople in the absence of the emperor Michael, 
the son of Theophilus. Through a crowd of jxrils ho landed at the 
palace -stairs, and immediately repaired to a church of the Virgin 
Mary. By the advice of the patriarch, her garaient, a precious 
relic, was drawn from the sanctuary and dipjied in the sea ; and a 
seasonable tempest, which determined the retreat of the Russians, 
was devoutly ascribed to the mother of God. The silence of the 
Greeks may inspire some doubt of the truth, or at least of the im- 
portance, of the second attempt by Oleg, the guardian of the sons of 
Ruric (a. d. 904). A strong bamer of arms and fortifications de- 
fended the Bosporus : they were eluded by the usual expedient of 
Irawiiig the boats over the isthmus ; and this simple operation is 
described in the national chronicles as if the Russian fleet had sailed 
over dry land with a brisk and favourable gale. The leader of the 
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third armament (a.d. 941), Igor, the son of Ruric, had chosen a 
moment of weakness and decay, when the naval powers of the 
empire were employed against the Saracens. But if courage be not 
wanting, the instruments of defence are seldom deficient. Fifteen 
broken and decayed galleys were boldly launched against the enemy ; 
but instead of the single tube of Greek fire usually planted on the 
prow, the sides and stern of each vessel were abundantly supplied 
with that liquid combustible. The engineers were dexterous ; the 
weather was propitious ; many thousand Russians, who chose rather 
to bo drowned than burnt, leaped into the sea; and those who 
escaped to the Thracian shore were inhumanly slaughtered by the 
peasants and soldiers. Yet one-third of the canoes escaped into 
shallow water; and the next spring Igor was again prepared to 
retrieve his disgrace and claim his revenge. After a long peace, 
Jaroslans, the great-grandson of Igor, resumed the same project of 
a naval invasion (a. d. 1043). A fleet, under the command of his 
son, was rei)ulsed at the entrance of the Bosporus, by the same 
artificial flames. But in the rashness of pursuit the vanguard of the 
Greeks was encompassed by an irresistible multitude of boats and 
men ; their provision of fire was probably exhausted ; and 24 galleys 
were either taken, sunk, or destroyed. 

The memory of these Arctic fleets, that seemed to descend from 
the polar circle, left a deep impression of terror on the Imperial city. 
By the vulgar of every rank it was asserted and believed that an 
equestrian statue in the square of Taurus was secretly inscribed 
with a prophecy, how the Russians, in the last days, should become 
masters of Constantinoide. In our own time a Russian armament, 
instead of sailing from the Borysthenes, has circumnavigated the 
continent of Euroi^e ; and the Turkish capital has been threatened 
by a squadron of strong and lofty ships of war, each of which, with 
its naval science and thundering artillery, could have sunk or scat- 
tered an hundred canoes, such as those of their ancestors. Perhaps 
the present generation may yet behold the accomplishment of the 
prediction — of a rare prediction— of which the style is ambiguous, 
and the date unquestionable. 

§ 9. By land the Russians were less fonnidable than by sea; but 
the nations from the Volga to the Danube were subdued or repelled 
by the arms of Swatoslaus, the son of Igor, the son of Ole'g, the son 
of Ruric (a.d. 955-973). By an embassy from Nicephorus, the 
Greek emperor, Swatoslaus, was moved to undertake the conquest 
of Bulgaria. An army of 60,000 men was assembled and em- 
barked ; they sailed from the Borysthenes to the Danube ; their 
landing was etFected on the Mcesian shore ; and, after a sharp en- 
counter, the swords of the Russians prevailed against the arrows of 
the Bulgarian horse. The vanquished king sunk into the grave : his 
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ddWdteu were made captive; and liis dominions, as far as Mount 
Hxrnus, wore subdued or ravaged by the northern invaders. But 
instead of relinquishing his prey, and performing his engagements, 
the Russian prince pursued his march as far as Adrianople ; a 
formal summons to evacuate the Roman province was dismissed 
with contempt ; and Swatoslaus fiercely replied that Constantinoido 
might soon expect the presence of an enemy and a master. Nice- 
phorus could no longer expel the mischief which he had introduced ; 
but his throne and wife were inherited by John Zimisces, who, in 
a diminutive body, jiossessed the spirit and abilities of an hero. 
Swatoslaus was defeated in several battles, and retired to the strong 
post of Dristra, on the banks of the Danube, where he was sur- 
rounded by the forces of the emperor. After a siege of G5 days 
Swatoslaus yielded to his adverse fortune ; and the liberal terms 
which' ho obtained announce the prudence of the victor, wlio 
respected the valour and apprehended the despair of an unconquered 
mind. The great duke of Russia bound himself, by solemn impre- 
cations, to relinquish all hostile designs ; a safe passage was opened 
for his return; the liberty of trade and navigation was restored; 
a measure of corn was distributed to each of his soldiers ; and the 
allowance of 22,000 measures attests the loss and the remnant of 
the barbarians. After a painful voyage they again reached the 
mouth of the Borysthenes ; but their provisions were exhausted ; 
the season was unfavourable ; they passed the winter on the ice ; 
and, before they could prosecute their march, Swatoslaus was sur- 
prised and oppressed by the neighbouring tribes, with whom the 
Greeks entertained a perpetual and useful corresiondonce. 

§ 10. Photius of Constantinople, a patriarch whose ambition was 
equal to his curiosity, congratulates himself and the Greek church 
on the conversion of the Russians (a.d. 864). His triumph was 
transient and premature. The seed of the Gospel was sown on a 
barren soil : many were the apostates, the converts were few, and • 
the baptism of Olga may be fixed as the (era of Russian Christianity ■ 
(a.d. 955). A female, ixjrhaps of the basest origin, who could re- 
venge the death and assume the sceptre of her husband Igor, must 
have been endowed with those active virtues which command the 
fear and obedience of barbarians. In a moment of foreign and do- 
mestic peace she sailed from Kiew to Constantinople, where she 
received in the sacrament of baptism the venerable name of the 
empress Helena. After her return to Kiew and Novogorod, she 
firmly persisted in her new religion ; but her labours in the pro- 
pagation of the Gdspel were not crowned with success ; and both 
her family and nation adhered to the gods of their fathers. Her son 
Swatoslaus was apprehensive of the scorn and ridicule of his com- 
panions ; and her grandson Wolodomir devoted his youthful zeal to 



A,D. 900-1100. CHRISTIANITY OF THE NORTH, 


519 


multiply and decorate the monuments of ancient worship. Yet the 
lessons and example of the pious Olga had made a deep, though 
secret, impression on the minds of the prince and i)eople ; the Greek 
missionaries continued to preach, to dispute, and to baptize ; and 
the ambassadors or merchants of Bussia compared the idolatry of 
the woods with the elegant superstition of Constantinople. But tlie 
conversion of Wolodomir was determined, or hastened, by his desire 
of a Boman bride. At the same time, and in the city of Cherson, 
the rites of baptism and marriage were celebrated by the Christian 
pontiff (a.d. 988) : the city he restored to the emperor Basil, the 
brother of his spouse ; but the brazen gates were transported, as it is 
said, to ISTovogoroil, and erected before the first church as a trophy 
of his victory and faith. The edict of Wolodomir had proclaimed 
that all who should refuse the rites of bai)tism would be treated as 
the enemies of God and their prince ; and the rivers were instantly 
filled with many thousands of obedient Russians, who acquiesced in 
the truth and excellence of a doctrine which had been embraced by 
the great duke. 

§ 11. In the 9th, 10th, and 11th centuries of the Christian «era 
the reign of the Gospel and of the church was extended over 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 
Poland, and Russia. A laudable ambition excited the monks both 
of Germany and Greece to visit the tents and huts of the barbarians : 
the first conversions w:ere free and spontaneous ; and an holy life and 
an eloquent tongue were the only arms of the missionaries. The 
leaders of nations held it lawful and pious to impose the Catholic faith 
on tlicir subjects and neighbours : the coast of the Baltic, from Hol- 
stein to the gulf of Finland, was invaded under the standard of the 
ci'oss; and the reign of idolatry was closed by the conversion of 
Lithuania in the 14th century. The conversion of the North im- 
parted many temporal benefits both to the old and the new Christians, 
'riie admission of the barbarians into the pale of civil and ecclesias- 
tical society delivered Europe from the depredations, by sea and 
land, of the Normans, the Hungarians, and the Russians, who 
learned to spare their brethren and cultivate their possessions. The 
establishment of law and order was promoted by the influence of the 
clergy ; and the rudiments of art and science were introduced into 
the savage countries of the globe. The liberal piety of the Russian 
princes engaged in their service the most skilful of the Greeks to 
decorate the cities and instruct the inhabitants : the dome and the 
paintings of St. Sophia were rudely copied in the churches of Kiew 
and Novogorod : the writings of the fathers were translated into the 
Slavonic idiom ; and 300 noble youths were invited or compelled to 
attend the lessons of the college of Jaroslaus. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

THE NORMANS. 

§ 1, Conflicts of tho Saracens, Latins, and Greeks in Italy, § 2. New pro- 
vince of the Greeks in Italy. § 3. Origin of the Normans in Italy. § 4 . 
The Normans serve in Sicily: their conquest of Apulia. § 5. Expedition 
of Pope Leo IX. against the Normans. § G. Robert Guiscai*d, duke of 
Apulia : his character, ambition, and success. § 7. His Italian conquests. 
§ 8. Sdiool of Salerno; trade of Amalphi. § 9.- Conquest of Sicily by the 
Normans under Roger. § 10. Robert invades the eastern empire. § 11. 


♦ The Moorish element, so predominant in this building, is not surprising,’ 
when we consider the superiority of the Siiraccns in art and civilisation, not 
only to their new rulers, the Nonuans, but also to all the other inhabitants of 
Sicily. See Fergusson, Handbook of Architecture, p. 810, 
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The emperor Henry III. invades Italy, but flies before Robert. § 12. 

Second expedition of Robert into Greer*'* •. his death. § 13. Reign of 

Roger, first king of Sicily. § 14. The p'ftperor Manuel reduces Apulia 

and Calabria : last war of the Gr-'cks and Normans. § 15. Conquest of 

Sicily by the emperor Henry 1 1. ; final extinction of the Nonnans. 

§ 1. The three great nations of the world, the Greeks, the Saracens, 
and the Franks, encountered each other on the theatre of Italy 
(a.d. 840-1017). The southern provinces, which now compose the 
kingdom of Naples, were subject, for the most part, to the Lombard 
dukes and princes of Beneventum — so powerful in war, that they 
checked for a moment the genius of Charlemagne — so liberal in 
peace, that they maintained in their capital an academy of 32 
philosophers and grammarians. The division of this flourishing 
state produced the rival principalities of Benevento, Salerno, and 
Capua ; and the thoughtless ambition or revenge of the competitors 
invited the Saracens to the ruin of their common inheritance. 
During a calamitous period of 200 years Italy was exposed to a 
repetition of wounds, which the invaders were not capable of healing 
by the union and tranquillity of a perfect conquest. Their frequent 
and almost annual squadrons issued from the port of Palermo, and 
were entertained with too much indulgence by the Christians of 
Naples : the more formidable fleets wore prepared on the African 
coast ; and even the Arabs of Andalusia were sometimes tempted to 
assist or oppose the Moslems of an adverse sect. A colony of Sara- 
cens had been planted at Bari, which commands the entrance of the 
Adriatic gulf ; and their impartial depredations provoked the resent- 
ment and conciliated the union of the two emperors. An offensive 
alliance was concluded between Basil the Macedonian, the first of 
his race, and Lewis the great-grandson of Charlemagne. The 
fortress of Bari was invested by the infantry of the Franks, and by 
the cavalry and galleys of the Greeks ; and, after a defence of four 
years, the Arabian emir submitted to the cicnxency of I^ewis, who 
commanded in person the operations of the siege (a.d. 871). 

§ 2. The death of Lewis, and the decay of the Carlovingian house, 
secured to the Greek emperors, Basil and his son Leo, the advantage 
of the reduction of Bari. The Italians of Apulia and Calabria were 
persuaded or compelled to acknowledge their supremacy, and an 
ideal line from Mount Garganus to the bay of Salerno leaves the 
far greater part of the kingdom of Naples under the dominion of the 
Eastern empire. Beyond that line the dukes or republics of Amalphi 
and Naples, who had never forfeited their voluntary allegiance, 
rejoiced in the neighbourhood of their lawful sovereign ; and Amalphi 
was enriched by supplying Europe with the produce and manu- 
factures of Asia. But the Lombard princes of Benevento, Salerno, 
and Capua were reluctantly torn from the communion of the Latin 
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world, and too often violated their oaths of servitude and tribute. 
The city of Bari rose to dignity and wealth as the metropolis of the 
new theme or province of Lombardy ; the title of patrician, and 
afterwards the singular name of Catapariy was assigned to the 
supreme governor ; and the policy both of the church and state was 
modelled in exact subordination to the throne of Constantinople. 
As long as the sceptre was disputed by the princes of Italy, their 
eiforts were feeble and adverse ; and the Greeks resisted or eluded 
the forces of Germany which descended from the Alps under the 
ImjDcrial standard of the Othos. The first and greatest of those 
Saxon princes was comj^elled to relinquish the siege of Bari : the 
second, after the loss of his stoutest bishoj^s and barons, escaped 
with honour from the bloody field of Crotona (a.d. 983). 

§ 3. The establishment of the Normans in the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily is an event most romantic in its origin, and in its 
consequences most important both to Italy and the Eastern empire. 
The broken provinces of the Greeks, Lombards, and Saracens were 
exposed to every invader, and every sea and land were invaded by 
the adventurous spirit of the Scandinavian pirates. After a long 
indulgence of rapine and slaughter, a fair and ample territory was 
accepted, occupied, and named, by the Normans of France : they 
renounced their gods for the God of the Christians ; and the dukes 
of Normandy acknowledged themselves the vassals of the successors 
of Charlemagne and Capet. The savage fierceness which they had 
brought from the snowy mountains of Norway was refined, without 
being corrupted, in a warmer climate ; the companions of Kollo 
insensibly mingled with the natives ; they imbibed the manners, 
language, and gallantry of the French nation ; and, in a martial 
age, the Normans might claim the palm of valour and glorious 
achievements. Of the fashionable superstitions, they embraced 
with ardour the pilgrimages of Kome, Italy, and the Holy Land. 
In one of these pious visits to the cavern of Mount Garganus in 
Apulia, which had been sanctified by the apparition of the arch- 
angel Michael, they were accosted by a stranger in the Greek habit, 
but who soon revealed himself as a rebel, a fugitive, and a mortal 
foe of the Greek empire. Ilis name was Melo; a noble citizen of 
Bari, who, after an unsuccessful revolt, was compelled to seek new 
allies and avengers of his country. The lx)ld appearance of the 
Normans revived his hopes and solicited his confidence : they 
listened to the complaints, and still more to the promises of the 
patriot. On their return to Normandy they kindled a spark of 
enterprise, and a small but intrepid band was freely associated for 
the deliverance of Apulia (a.d. 1016). They passed the Alps by 
separate roads, and in the disguise of pilgrims ; but in the neigh- 
bourhood of llome they were saluted by the chief of Bari, who 
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supplied the more indigent with arms and horses, and instantly led 
them to the field of action. In the first conflict their valour pre- 
vailed ; but in the second engagement they were overwhelmed by 
Ihe numbers and military engines of the Greeks, and indignantly 
retreated with their faces to the enemy. The unfortunate Melo 
ended his life a suppliant at the ‘court of Germany : his Norman 
followers, excluded from their native and their promised land, 
wandered among the hills and valleys of Italy, and earned their 
daily subsistence by the sword. To that formidable sword the 
princes of Capua, Beneventum, Salerno, and Naples alternately 
appealed in their domestic quarrels ; the superior spirit and dis- 
cipline of the Normans gave victory to the side which they 
espoused ; and their cautions policy observed the balancti of j)ower, 
lost the preponderance of any rival state should render their aid less 
important and their service less profitable. Their first asylum was 
a strong camp in the depth of the marshes of Campania ; but they 
were soon endowed by the liberality of the duke of Naples with a 
more plentiful and permanent scat. Eight miles from his residence, 
as a bulwark against Capua, the town of Aversa was built and forti- 
fied for their use (a.d. 1029) ; and they enjoyed as their own the 
com and fruits, the meadows and groves, of that fertile district. 
The report of their success attracted every year new swarms of pil- 
gi’ims and soldiers : the poor were urged by necessity ; the rich 
were excited by hope ; and the brave and active spirits of Normandy 
were impatient of ease and ambitious of renown. The first leader 
of the Normans was Count Rainulf ; and in the origin of society, 
pre-eminence of rank is the reward and the proof of superior merit. 

§ 4. Since the conquest of Sicily by the Arabs, the Grecian 
emperors had been anxious to regain that valuable possession ; but 
their efforts, however strenuous, had been opi>osed by the distance 
and the sea. After a reign of 200 years, the Saracens were ruined 
by their divisions. The emir disclaimed the authority of the king 
of Tunis ; the people rose against the emir ; the cities wei'e usurped 
by the chiefs ; and the weaker of two rival brothers implored the 
friendship of the Christians. In every service of danger the Nor- 
mans were prompt and useful ; and five hundred knights, or war- 
riors on horseback, were enrolled under the standard of Maniaces, 
governor of Lombardy (a.d. 1038). Before their landing the bro- 
thers were reconciled ; the union of Sicily and Africa 'was restored ; 
and the island was guarded to the water’s edge. The Normans led 
the van, and the Arabs of Messina felt the valour of an untried foe. 
In two other battles the Normans were equally distinguished, and 
they essentially promoted the success of Maniaces, who reduced the 
greater part of Sicily, under the obedience of the emperor. But his 
military fame was sullied by ingratitude and tyranny. In the 
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division of tlic spoil the deserts of his brave auxiliaries were forgot- 
ten; and neither their avarice nor their pride could brook this 
injurious treatment. Yet they dissembled till they had obtained a 
safe passage to the Italian continent : their brethren of Aversa 
sympathised in their indignation, and the province of Apulia was 
invaded as the forfeit of the debt (a.d. 1040-1043). Above 20 
years after the first emigration, the Normans took the field with no 
more than 700 horse and 500 foot. They defeated the Imperial 
troops in two successive battles ; the duke of Lombardy was made 
prisoner ; the Apulians acquiesced in a new dominion ; and the 
four places of Bari, Otranto, Brundusium, and Tarentum were 
alone saved in the shipwreck of the Grecian fortunes. From this 
mra we may date the establishment of the Norman power, which 
soon eclipsed the infant colony of Aversa. Twelve counts were 
chosen by the popular suffrage ; and age, birth, and merit were the 
motives of their choice. The tributes of their j^culiar districts 
were appropriated to their use ; and each count erected a fortress in 
the midst of his lands, and at the head of his vassals. In the centre 
of the province the common habitation of Melphi was reserved as 
the metropolis and citadel of the republic ; a house and separate 
quarter was allotted to each of the twelve counts ; and the national 
concerns were regulated by this military senate. The first of his 
peers, their president and general, was entitled Count of Apulia ; 
and this dignity was conferred on William of the iron arm. 

§ 5. The Normans of Apulia were seated on the verge of the two 
empires, and, according to the policy of the hour, they accepted the 
investiture of their lands from the sovereigns of Germany or Con- 
' stantinople. But the firmest title of these adventurers was the 
right of conquest : they neither loved nor trusted ; they were 
neither trusted nor beloved ; the contempt of the princes w^as mixed 
with fear, and the fear of the natives was mingled with hatred and 
resentment. Every object of desire tempted and gratified the 
rapaciousness of the strangers, and the avarice of their chiefs was 
only coloured by the more specious names of ambition and glory. 
The twelve counts were sometimes joined in a league of injustice ; 
in their domestic quarrels they disputed the spoils of the people ; 
the virtues of William were buried in his grave ; and Drogo, his 
brother and successor, was better qualified to lead the valour, than 
to restrain the violence, of his peers. Cinder the reign of Constan- 
tine Moiiomachus, the policy, rather than benevolence, of the 
Byzantine court attempted to relievo Italy from this adherent mis- 
chief, more grievous than a flight of barbarians. The Latin powers 
were solicited against the common enemy, and an offensive alliance 
was formed of the pope and the two emperors of the East and West. 
But the power of Constantino was distracted by a Turkish war, the 
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mind of the emperor Henry III. was feeble and irresolute, and the 
[xjpe Leo IX., who had crossed the Alps to solicit the assistance of 
the emperor, returned with only a guard of 700 Swabians and some 
volunteers of Lorraine. In his long p.rogress from Mantua to Bene- 
veil turn a vile and promisev^ui multitude of Italians was enlisted 
under the holy standard, Drogo had been murdered in a church by 
the emissaries of the Greek emperor ; but his spirit survived in his 
brother Humphrey, the third count of Apulia. In the neighbour- 
hood of Civitella the Normans attacked, broke, routed, and pursued 
the Italian multitudes, who fought without discipline and fled with- 
out shame. The Germans fought with bravery, but after a severe 
conflict they were encompassed by the squadrons returning from tlic 
pursuit, and died in their ranks with the esteem of their foes and 
the satisfaction of revenge. The gates of Civitella were shut against 
the flying pope, and he was overtaken by the pious conquerors, who 
kissed his feet to implore his blessing and the absolution of their 
sinful victory (a.d. 1053). The pope listened to the offers of a 
beneficial treaty, deserted an alliance which ho had preached as the 
cause of God, and ratified the past and future conquests of the 
Normans. By whatever hands they had been usurped, the pro- 
vinces of Apulia and Calabria were a part of the donation of Con- 
stantine and the patrimony of St. Peter: the grant and the 
accei)tancc confirmed the mutual claims of the pontiff and the 
.adventurers. They promised to support each other with spiritual 
and tcm])oral arms ; a tribute or quit-rent of twelve pence was 
afterwards stiiiulated for every x)lough-land, and since this memo- 
i-able transaction the kingdom of Naples has remained above 700 
years a fief of the Holy See. 

§ 6. Robert Guiscard sprang from a race of valvassors or 
neretSy of the diocese of Coutances, in the Lower Normandy ; the 
castle of Hautoville was their honourable seat ; and his father Tan- 
cred was conspicuous in the court and army of the duke. Two 
mamages made him the father of twelve sons, who wore educated 
.nt home by the impartial tenderness of his second wife. But a 
narrow patrimony was insufficient for this numerous and daring 
lirogcny : two only remained to perpetuate the race and cherish 
their father’s age ; their ten brothers, as they successively attained 
the vigour of manhood, departed from the castle, passed the Alps, 
and joined the Apulian camp of the Normans. The elder were 
prompted by native spirit : their success encouraged their younger 
brethren; and the three first in seniority, William, Drogo, and 
Humphrey, deserved to be the chiefs of their nation and the founders 
of the new republic. Robert was the eldest of the seven sons of the 
second marriage, and even the reluctant praise of his foes has 
endowed him with the heroic qualities of a soldier and a statesman. 
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Hls lofty stature surpassed the tallest of his army ; his limbs were 
cast in the true proportion of strength and gracefulness ; and to the 
decline of life he maintained the patient vigour of health and the 
commanding dignity of his form. His complexion was ruddy, his 
shoulders were broad, his hair and beard were long and of a flaxen 
colour, his eyes sparkled with fire, and his voice, like that of 
Achilles, could impress obedience and terror amidst the tumult of 
battle. His boundless ambition was founded on the consciousness 
of superior worth ; in the imrsuit of greatness he was never arrested 
by the scruples of justice, and seldom moved by the feelings of 
humanity ; though not insensible of fame, the choice of open or 
clandestine means was determined only by his present advantage. 
The surname of Guiscard* was applied to this master of political 
wisdom, which is too often confounded with the practice of dissimu- 
lation and deceit, and Robert is praised by the Ajuilian poet for 
excelling the cunning of Ulysses and the eloquence of Cicero. After 
the death of Humphrey the tender age of his sons excluded them 
from the command ; they were reduced to a private estate by the 
ambition of their guardian and uncle ; and Guiscard was exalted on 
a buckler, and saluted count of Apulia and general of the republic. 
With an increase of authority and of force, he resumed the conquest 
of Calabria, and soon aspired to a rank that should raise him for 
ever above the heads of his equals. Nicholas the Second conferred 
on Robert and his posterity the ducal title, with the investiture of 
Apulia, Calabria, and all the lands, both in Italy and Sicily, which 
his sword could rescue from the schismatic Greeks and the unbe- 
lieving Saracens. The Normans confirmed by their suffrage the 
judgment of the vicar of Christ : the soldiers hailed with joyful 
acclamations their valiant duke ; and the counts, his foimer equals, 
pronounced the oath of fidelity with hollow smiles and secret indig- 
nation (a.d. 1060). After this inauguration Robert styled himself, 
“ By the grjlce of God and St. Peter, duke of Apulia, Calabria, and 
hereafter of Sicily and it was the labour of 20 years to deserve 
and realise these lofty appellations. 

§ 7. The Italian conquests of Robert correspond with the limits 
of the present kingdom of Naples ; and tlie countries united by liis 
arms have not been dissevered by the revolutions of 700 years. The 
monarchy has been composed of the Greek provinces of Calabria and 
Apulia, of the Lombard principality of Salerno, the republic of 
Amalphi, and the inland dependencies of the large and ancient 
duchy of Beneventum. Three districts only were exempted from 
the common law of subjection — the first for ever, and the two last 
till the middle of the succeeding century. The city and immediate 

* The Norman writers and editors most conversant with their own idiom 
interpret Guiscard or Wiscard by CalUdus, a cunning man. 



A.D, 1060. 


SCHOOL OF SALERNO. 


527 


territory of Benevento had been transfen’ed, by gift or exchange, 
from the German emperor to the Homan pontiff ; and although this 
holy land was sometimes invaded, the name of St. Peter was finally 
more potent than the sword of the Normans. Their first colony of 
Aversa subdued and held the state of Capua, and her i)rinces were 
reduced to beg their bread before the palace of their fathers. The 
dukes of Naj)les, the present metropolis, maintained the popular 
freedom under the shadow of the Byzantine empire. 

§ 8. Among the new acquisitions of Guiscard the science ol 
Salerno and the trade of Amalphi may detain for a moment the 
curiosity of the reader, I. At Salerno a school, the first that arose 
in the darkness of Europe, was consecrated to the healing art : tlic 
conscience of monks and bishoi^s was rc3onciled to that salutary and 
lucrative profession ; and a crowd of patients of the most eminent 
rank and most distant climates invited or visited the ph 3 ^sicians of 
Salerno. They were protected by the Norman conquerors ; and 
Guiscard, though bred in arms, could discern the merit and value 
of a philosopher. After a pilgrimage of 39 years, Constantine, an 
African Christian, returned from Bagdad, a master of the language 
and learning of the Arabians; and Salerno was enriched by the 
practice, the lessons, and the writings of the luipil of Avicenna. 
II. Seven miles to the west of Salerno, and 30 to the south of 
Naples, the obscure town of Amalphi displayed the power and re- 
wards of industry. The land, however fertile, was of nan’ow extent ; 
but the sea was accessible and open : the inhabitants first assumed 
the office of supplying the western world with the manufactures and 
])roducLion3 of the East; and this useful traffic was the source of 
their opulence and freedom. The government was popular, under 
the administration of a duke and the suj)rcmacy of the Greek 
emperor. Fifty thousand citizens were numbered in the walls of 
Amalphi ; nor was any city more abundantly provided with gold, 
silver, and the objects of precious luxury. The mariners who 
swarmed in her port excelled in the theory and practice of naviga- 
tion and astronomy ; and the discovery of the compass, which has 
opened the globe, is due to their ingenuity or good fortune. Their 
trade was extended to the coasts, or at least to the commodities, of 
Africa, Arabia, and India ; and their settlements in Constantinople, 
Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria, acquired the privileges of 
independent colonies. After 300 years of j^rosperity Amalphi was 
oppressed by the arms of the Normans, and sacked by the jealousy 
of Pisa ; but the poverty" of the present inhabitants is yet dignified 
by the remains of an arsenal, a cathedral, and the palaces of royal 
merchants. 

§ 9. Hogcr, the twelfth and last of the sons of Tancred, had been 
long detained in Normandy by his own and his father’s age. He 
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accepted the welcome summons ; hastened to the Apulian camji ; 
and derived at first the esteem, and afterwards the envy, of Lis 
elder brother. Their valour and ambition were equal ; but the 
youth, the beauty, the elegant maimers, of Roger, engaged the dis- 
interested love of the soldiers and people. With his brother’s sanc- 
tion and support, Roger undertook the conquest of Sicily , of which 
the Greeks had been unable to keep possession. After a war of 
30 years (a.d. 1060-1090), Roger, with the title of great count, 
obtained the sovereignty of the largest and most fruitful island of 
the Mediterranean. A remnant of Christian natives had promoted 
the success of the Normans : they were rewarded by the triumph of 
the cross. The island was restored to the jurisdiction of the Roman 
I)ontiff ; new bishops were planted in the principal cities ; and the 
clergy was satisfied by a liberal endowment of churches and monas- 
teries. Yet the Catholic hero asserted the rights of the civil magis- 
trate. Instead of resigning the investiture of benefices, he dexter- 
ously applied to his own profit the papal claims : the supremacy of 
the crown was secured and enlarged by the singular hull which 
declares the princes of Sicily hereditary and perpetual legates of the 
Holy See. 

§ 10. To Robert Guiscard the conquest of Sicily was more glo- 
rious than beneficial : the possession of Apulia and Calabria was 
inadequate to his ambition ; and he resolved to embrace or create 
the first occasion of invading, perhaps of subduing, the Roman em- 
pire of the East. One of the daughters of Robert was betrothed, in 
a tender age, to Constantine, the son and heir of the emperor Michael. 
But the throne of Constantinople was shaken by a revolution : tlie 
Imperial family of Ducas was confined to the jialacc or the cloister ; 
and Robert deplored and resented the disgrace of his daughter and 
the expulsion of his ally. A Greek, who styled himself the father 
of Constantine, soon appeared at Salerno, and related the adventures 
of his fall and flight. He was acknowledged by the duke, and 
adorned with the pomp and titles of Imperial dignity; yet this 
Michael, by the confession of the Greeks and I^atins, was a pageant 
and an impostor ; a monk w })0 had fled from his convent, or a do- 
mestic who had served in the palace. The fraud had been contrived 
by the subtle Guiscard ; and he trusted that, after this pretender 
had given a decent colour to liis arms, he would sink, at the nod of 
the conqueror, into his primitive obscurity. After two years’ in- 
cessant preparations the land and naval forces of Robert were assem- 
bled at Otranto, at the heel, or extreme promontory of Italy, 
Thirteen hundred knights of Norman race or discipline formed the 
sinews of the army, which might he swelled to 30,000 followers of 
every denomination. These forces vrero conveyed in safety to the 
opposite coast of Epirus, and Robert proceeded to lay siege to Du- 
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razzo, the western key of the empire, which was guarded bj a nu- 
merous garrison of Albanians and Mar«donians, who, in ewiy age, 
have maintained the character of soldiipiB (a.d. 1081). In the pro- 
secution of his enterprise the Omrage of Guiscard was assailed by 
every form of danger and mischance. Part of his fleet was destroyed 
by a tempest, and the remainder by the Greek fire of the imperial 
galleys. The camp was afflicted with a pestilential disease ; 500 
knights perished by an inglorious death ; and the list of burials 
amounted to 10,000 persons. Under these calamities the mind of 
Guiscard alone was firm and invincible. He defeated with great 
slaughter an army* which the emperor Alexius led in person to the 
relief of the to^vn ; Durazzo at length fell into the hands of the 
Normans (a.d. 1082, Feb.) ; but near seven months elapsed between 
the first investment and the final surrender of the place. From 
Durazzo the Norman duke advanced into the heart of Epirus or 
Albania; traversed the first mountains of Thessaly; approached 
Thcssalonica ; and made Constantinople tremble. A more pressing 
duty suspended the prosecution of his ambitious designs. By ship- 
wreck, i)estilence, and the sword, his army was reduced to a third 
of the original numbers ; and instead of being recruited from Italy, 
he was informed of the mischiefs and dangers which had been pro- 
duced by his absence : the revolt of the cities and barons of Apulia ; 
the distress of the pope ; and the approach or invasion of Henry 
king of Germany. Presuming that his person was sufficient for the 
public safety, he repassed the sea in a single brigantine, and left the 
remains of the army under the command of his son Bohemond and 
of the Norman counts. The son of Guiscard trod in the footsteps 
of his father. After winning two battles against the emperor, he 
descended into the plain of Thessaly, and besieged Larissa, which 
contained the treasure and magazines of the Byzantine camp. In 
the neighbourhood of this city the events of war were protracted and 
balanced. The courage of Bohemond was always conspicuous, and 
often successful ; but his camp was pillaged by a stratagem of the 
Greeks ; the city was impregnable ; and the venal or discontented 
counts deserted his standard, betrayed their trusts, and enlisted in 
the service of the emperor. Alexius returned to Constantinople 
with the advantage, rather than the honour of victory. After eva- 
cuating the conquests which he could no longer defend, the son of 
Guiscard embarked for Italy, and was embraced by a father who 
esteemed his merit, and sympathised in his misfortune. 

§ 11. Of the Latin princes, the allies of Alexius and enemies of 
Robert, the most prompt and powerful was Henry III., king of Ger- 
many and Italy, and future emperor of the West. Henry -was the 
sincere adversary of the Normans, the allies and vassals of Gregory 
VII., his implacable foe. The long quarrel of the throne and mitre 
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had been recently kindled by the zeal and ambition of that hauglity 
priest r the king and the pope had degraded each other; and each 
had seated a rival on the temporal or spiritual throne of his an- 
tagonist. After tho defeat and death of his Swabian rebel, Henry 
descended into Italy, to assume the Imperial crown, and to drive 
from the Vatican the tyrant of the church. But tho Homan people 
adhered to the cause of Gregory ; and the city was thrice ineffectually 
besieged by the king of Germany. In the fourth year (a.d. 1084) 
he corrupted, as it is said, with Byzantine gold, the nobles of Rome, 
whose estates and castles had been ruined by the war. The gates, 
the bridges, and fifty hostages were delivered ipto his hands ; the 
anti-pope, Clement III., was consecrated in the Lateran : the grate- 
ful pontiff crowned his protector in the Vatican ; and the emperor 
Henry fixed his residence in the Capitol, as the lawful successor of 
Augustus and Charlemagne. Tho ruins of tho Septizonium were 
still defended by tho nephew of Gregory : the pope himself was 
invested in the castle of St. Angelo ; and his last hope was in tho 
courage and fidelity of his Norman vassal. Nor was he disappointed. 
Unfurling the holy banner, Guiscard resolved to fly to the relief of 
the prince of tho apostles : the most numerous of his armies, 6000 
horse and 30,000 foot, was instantly assembled ; and his march 
from Salerno to Rome was animated by the public applause and 
the promise of the divine favour. Henry, invincible in 66 battles, 
trembled at his approach ; exhorted the Romans to i)ersevere in their 
allegiance ; and hastily retreated three days before the entrance of 
the Normans. In less than three years the son of Tancred of 
Hauteville enjoyed the glory of delivering the pope, and of com- 
pelling the two emperors, of the East and West, to fly before his 
victorious arms. But the triumph of Robert was clouded by the 
calamities of Rome. By the aid of the friends of Gregory tho walls 
had been perforated or scaled ; but the Imperial faction was still 
powerful and active ; on the third day the people rose in a furious 
tumult ; and an hasty word of the conqueror, in his defence or 
revenge, was the signal of fire and pillage. The Saracens of Sicily, 
the subjects of Roger, and auxiliaries of his brother, embraced this 
fair occasion of rifling and profaning the holy city of the Christians ; 
many thousands of the citizens, in the sight and by the allies of their 
spiritual father, were exposed to violation, captivity, or death ; and a 
spacious quarter of the city, from the Lateran to the Coliseum, was 
consumed by the flames, and devoted to perpetual solitude. 

§ 12. In the same year of the flight of the German emperor the 
indefatigable Robert resumed the design of his Eastern conquests 
(a^d. 1084). Alexius, apprehensive of a second attack, had assidu- 
ously laboured to restore the naval forces of the empire, and ob- 
tained from the republic of Venice the assistance of a powerful fleet. 
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By the union of the Greeks and V'^'ietians the Adriatic was cgtvered 
with an hostile fleet ; but tli / rmaii troops crossed the sea in 
safety, and landed on the coast of Epirus. With 20 strong and 
well-appointed galleys their intrepid duke immediately sought the 
enemy. The dominion of the sea was disputed in three engage- 
ments, in sight of the isle of Corfu ; in the two former the skill and 
numbers of the allies were superior ; but in the third the Normans 
obtained a final and complete victory. The winter season suspended 
the progress of Bobert ; with the return of spring he again aspired 
to the conquest of Constantinople; but, instead of traversing the 
hills of Epirus, he tprned his arms against Greece and the islands. 
In the isle of Cephalonia his projects were fatally blasted by an 
epidemical disease: Eobert himself, in the 70th year of his age, 
expired in his tent (a.d. 1085). This premature death might allow 
a boundless scope for the imagination of his future exploits, and the 
event sufficiently declares that the Norman greatness was founded 
on his life. Without the appearance of an enemy a victorious army 
dispersed or retreated in disorder and consternation, and Alexius, 
who had trembled for his empire, rejoiced in his deliverance. Eoger, 
his second son and successor, immediately sunk to the humble sta- 
tion of a duke of Apulia ; the esteem or partiality of his father left 
the valiant Bohemond to the inheritance of his sword. The national 
tranquillity was disturbed by his claims, till the first crusade against 
the infidels of the East o^xined a more splendid field of glory and 
conquest. 

§ 13. The male line of Robert Guiscard was extinguished, both 
in Apulia and at Antioch, in the second generation ; but his younger 
brother became the father of a line of kings ; and the son of ffio 
great count was endowed with the name, the conquests, and the 
spirit of the first Eoger (a.d. 1101-1154). The heir of that Nor- 
man adventurer was born in Sicily, and at the age of only four 
years he succeeded to the sovereignty of the island. On the death 
of his cousin William of Apulia, the grandson of Eobert, Eoger 
sailed from Palermo with seven galleys, cast anchor in the bay of 
Salerno, received, after ten days* ncgociation, an oath of fidelity 
from the Norman capital, and extorted a legal investiture from the 
reluctant popes, who could not long endure cither the friendship or 
enmity of a powerful vassal (a.d. 1127). The sacred spot of Bcne- 
vciito was respectfully spared, as the patrimony of St. Peter ; but 
the reduction of Capua and Naples completed the design of his 
uncle Guiscard ; and the sole iuheritanco of the Norman conquests 
was possessed by the victorious Roger. A conscious superiority of 
power and merit prompted him to disdain the titles of duke and of 
count; and the isle of Sicily, with a third perhaps of the continent 
of Italy, might form the basis of a kingdom which would only yield 
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to the monarchies of France and England, Roger persuaded the 
pontiff Anacletus to confer upon him the title of king of Sicily ; but 
the legitimacy of this pontiff was attacked by the adverse election 
of Innocent II. ; and while Anacletus sat in the Vatican, the suc- 
cessful fugitive was acknowledged by the nations of Europe. Tlie 
infant monarchy of Roger was shaken, and almost overthrown, by 
the unlucky choice of an ecclesiastical patron; and the sword of 
Lothaire II. of Germany, the excommunications of Innocent, the 
fleets of Pisa, and the zeal of St. Bernard, were united for the ruin 
of the Sicilian robber. After a gallant resistance the Norman prince 
was driven from the continent of Italy, and a new duke of Apulia 
was invested by the pope and the emperor. But their friendship 
was of short and precarious duration: the German armies soon 
vanished in disease and desertion : the Apulian duke, with all his 
adherents, was exterminated by a conqueror who seldom forgave 
either the dead or the living ; like his predecessor Leo IX., the 
feeble though haughty pontiff became the captive and friend of the 
Normans ; and their reconciliation was celebrated by the eloquence 
of Bernard, who now revered the title and virtues of the king of 
Sicily. 

Roger next turned his arms against the Saracens of Africa. Ills 
first conquest was the island or rock of Malta, which was inseparably 
annexed to the crown of Sicily. In successive expeditions the king 
of Sicily or his lieutenants reduced the cities of Tripoli, Mahadia, 
Tunis, Safax, Capsia, Bona, and a long tract of the sea-coast ; the 
fortresses were garrisoned, the country was tributary, and a boast 
that it held Africa in subjection might be inscribed with some 
flattery on the sword of Roger. After his death that sword was 
broken ; and these transmarine possessions were neglected, evacuated, 
or lost, under the troubled reign of his successor. 

Since the decease of Robert Guiscard the Normans had relin- 
quished, above 60 years, their hostile designs against the empire of 
the East. The policy of Roger solicited a public and private union 
with the Greek princes, whose alliance would dignify his regal cha- 
racter: he demanded in marriage a daughter of the Comnenian 
family, and the first steps of the treaty seemed to promise a favour- 
able event. But the contemptuous treatment of his ambassadors 
exasperated the vanity of the new monarch ; and the insolence of 
the Byzantine court was expiated, according to the laws of nations, 
by the sufferings of a guiltless people. With a fleet of 70 galleys, 
George, the admiral of Sicily, appeared before Corfu ; and both tlio 
island and city were delivered into his hands by the disaffected 
inhabitants (a.d. 1146), In this invasion the Normans spread 
themselves by sea, and over the provinces of Greece ; and the 
venerable age of Athens, Thebes, and Corinth, was violated by 
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rapine and cruelty. The admiral of Sicily advanced as far as Con- 
stantinople, which he insulted with impunity in the absence of the 
emperor. But Manuel soon collected a powerful fleet : in his home- 
ward voyage George lost 19 of his galleys, which were separated 
and taken : after an obstimvte defence Corfu implored the clemency 
of her lawful sovereign ; nor could a ship, a soldier, of the Norman 
prince, be found, unless as a captive, within the limits of the Eastern 
empire (a.d. 1149). 

§ 14. Manuel followed up his success by invading Italy : in the 
course of two campaigns he reduced Apulia and Calabria (a.d. 1155), 
and professed his design of chasing the barbarians beyond the Alps. 
By the gifts and promises of their Eastern ally, the free cities were 
encouraged to i^ersevere in their generous struggle against the des- 
potism of Frederic Barbarossa : the walls of Milan were rebuilt by 
the contributions of Manuel ; and he poured, says the historian, a 
river of gold into the bosom of Aucojia, whose attachment to the 
Greeks was fortified by tlio jealous enmity of the Venetians. The 
pride of Manuel disdained and rejected a barbarian colleague ; his 
ambition was excited by the hope of stripping the purple from the 
German usurpers, and of establishing in the West as in the East his 
lawful title of sole emperor of the Romans. But these Italian con- 
quests, this universal reign, soon escaped from the hand of the 
Greek emperor. During the quarrel between Frederic and the 
pontiff Alexander III., the latter had cultivated the alliance of the 
Greek emperor ; but after his re-union with Frederic, Alexander 
excommunicated the adherents of Manuel, and pronounced the final 
separation of the churches, or at least the empires, of Constantinople 
and Rome. The free cities of Lombardy no longer remembered 
their foreign benefactor, and, without x>reserving the friendship of 
Ancona, he soon incurred the enmity of Venice. Manuel was glad 
to grant to the Normans a peace or truce of 30 years ; the king of 
Sicily accepted as a gift the regal title ; and acknowledged himself 
the military vassal of the Roman empire (a.d. 1156). The Byzan- 
tine Ccesars acquiesced in this shadow of dominion, without expect- 
ing, x)erhaps without desiring, the service of a Norman army ; and 
the truce of 30 years was not disturbed by any hostilities between 
Sicily and Constantinople. About the end of that period, the throne 
of Manuel was usurped by an inhuman tyrant, who had deserved 
the abhorrence of his country and mankind : the sword of William- 
II., the grandson of Roger, was drawn by a fugitive of the Com- 
nenian race ; and the subjects of Androniciis might salute the 
strangers as friends, since they detested their sovereign as the worst 
of enemies (a.d. 1185). The Normans expatiate on the rai>id pro- 
gress of the four counts who invaded Romania with a fleet and 
army, took Thessalonica, the second city of the enqDire, and gained 
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many victories Loth on sea and land. A revolution which punished 
the crimes of Andronicus had united against the Franks the zeal and 
courage of the successful insurgents,: 10,000 were slain in battle ; 
and Isaac Angelas, the new emperor, might indulge his vanity or 
vengeance in the treatment of 4000 captives. Such was the event 
of the last contest between the Greeks and Normans ; before the 
expiration of 20 years the rival nations were lost or degraded in 
foreign servitude; and the successors of Constantine did not long 
survive to insult the fall of the Sicilian monarchy. 

§ 15. The sceptre of Roger successively devolved to his son and 
grandson, William I., sumamed the Bad (a.d. 1154-1100), and 
AVilliam II., surnamed the Good (a.d. 1166-1189). The legitimate 
male posterity of Tancred of Hautevillo was extinct in the person 
of the second William ; hut his aunt, the daughter of Roger, had 
married the most powerful prince of the age ; and Henry VT., 
the son of Frederic Barharossa, descended from the Alps, to claim 
the Imperial crown and the inheritance of his wife. The Normans 
raised to the throne of Sicily, Tancred, the grandson of the fii*st 
king, whose birth was illegitimate, but whose civil and military 
virtues shone without a blemish. During four years, the tenn of 
his life and reign, he stood in arms on the farthest verge of the 
Apulian frontier against the powers of Germany ; but after his 
decease the kingdom of his widow and infant son fell without a 
struggle, and Henry pursued his victorious march from Capua to 
Palermo (a.d. 1194). The young king, his mother and sisters, and 
tlie nobles of both sexes, were separately confined in the fortresses 
of the Alps, and, on the slightest rumour of rebellion, the captives 
were deprived of life, of their eyes, or of the hope of posterity. Ten 
years after this revolution, the French monarchs annexed to their 
crown the duchy of Normandy (a.d. 1204): the sceptre of her 
ancient dukes had been transmitted, by a grand-daughter of William 
the Conqueror, to the house of Plantagenet ; and the adventurous 
Normans, who had raised so many trophies in France, England, and 
Ireland, in Apulia, Sicily, and the East, were lost, either in victory 
or servitude, among the vanquished nations. 



Miliar, or Column of Victory, at Ghazni, erected by Malimoud, or his successor, Massoud. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

THE TURKS, 

§ 1, The Turks: Mahmud the Ghazuevide; ovei*thiw of the Ghazncvidcs. 
§ 2. Dynasty of the Seljukians: reign and character of Togrul Beg, 
§ 3. Reign of Alp Arslan, § 4. Reign of Malek Shah. § 5. Division of 
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the Seljukian empire. § 6. Conquest of Asia Minor by the Turks. § 7. 

The Seljukian kingdom of Roum. § 8. State and pilgrimage of Jerusalem. 

§ 9. Conquest of Jerusalem by the Turks. . 

§ 1. From the isle of Sicily the reader must transport himself be- 
yond the Caspiaii Sea to the original seat of the Turks or Turkmans, 
against whom the first crusade was principally directed. While 
Apulia and Sicily were subdued by the Norman lance, a swarm of 
these northern shepherds overspread the kingdoms of Persia ; their 
princes of the race of Seljuk erected a s^dendid and solid empire 
from Samarcand to the confines of Greece and Eg^^pt, and the Turks 
have maintaftiod their dominion in Asia Minor till the victorious 
crescent has been planted on the dome of St. Sophia. 

One of the greatest of the Turkish princes was Mahmoud, the 
Ghazuevide, who reigned in the eastern provinces of Persia one 
thousand years after the birth of Christ (a.d. 997-1028). His 
father Sebuctecin was a slave of a lieutenant of the Samanidcs, who 
ruled over Transoxiana and Chora§an, and who still paid a nominal 
allegiance to the caliph of Bagdad. The master of Sebuctecin broke, 
by his revolt, the bonds of political slavery : and the slave ascended 
to the supreme command of the city and province of Ghazni, as the 
son-in-law and successor of his grateful master. Mahmoud assumed 
the title of Sultan ; and his kingdom was enlarged from Transoxiana 
to the neighbourhood of Ispahan, from the shores of the Caspian to 
the mouth of the Indus. The principal, source of his fame and 
riches was the holy war which he waged against the Gentoos of 
Hindostan ; hut the history of his twelve celebrated expeditions is 
foreign to this narrative. He was succeeded by his son Massoud 
(a.d. 1028-1038), whose throne and dynasty were overthrown by the 
Turkmans, who dwelt on the eastern side of the Caspian sea. 

§ 2. The victorious Turkmans immediately proceeded to the 
election of a sultan ; and, if the probable talc of a Latin historian 
deserves any credit, they determined by lot the choice of their new 
master. A number of arrows were successively inscribed with the 
name of a tribe, a family, and a candidate ; they were drawn from 
the bundle by the hand of a child, and the important prize was ob- 
tained by Togrul Beg (a.d. 1038-1063), the grandson of Seljuk, 
whose surname was immortalised in the greatness of his posterity. 
The blind determination of chance was justified by the virtues of 
the successful candidate. By his arms the Ghaznevides were ex- 
pelled from the eastern kingdoms of Persia, and gradually driven 
to the banks of the Indus, in search of a softer and more wealthy 
conquest. Having embraced with fervour and sincerity the religion 
of Mahomet, the son of Seljuk imbibed a lively reverence for the 
successor of the prophet. But that- sublime character was still 
disputed by the caliphs of Bagdad and Egypt, and each of the 
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ri*vals was solicitous to prove Lis title in the judgment of the 
strong, though illiterate barbarians. Tognil declared himself in 
favour of the caliph of Bagdad, who named the Seljukian sultan 
his temporal vicegerent ova? the Moslem world. As Togrul exe- 
cuted and enlarged this important trust, he was called to the 
deliverance of the caliph Cayem, and obeyed the holy summons, 
which gave a new kingdom to his arms. In the palace of Bagdad 
the commander of the faithful still slumbered, a venerable phantom. 
His servant or master, the prince of the Bowides, could no longer 
protect him from the insolence of meaner tyrants ; and the Eu- 
phrates and Tigris were oppressed by the revolt of the Turkish and 
Arabian emirs. At the head of an Irresistible force the sultan of 
Persia marched from Hamadan : the prince of the Bowides disap- 
peared ; and the heads of the most obstinate rebels were laid at the 
feet of Togrul (a. D. 1055). After the chastisement of the guilty, 
and the restoration of peace, he entered Bagdad in triumph, and was 
solemnly declared in presence of the faithful the temporal lieutenant 
of the vicar of the prophet. In a second visit to Bagdad the Selju- 
kian prince again rescued the caliph from his enemies ; and devoutly, 
on foot, led the bridle of his mule from the prison to the palace. 
Their alliance was cemented by the marriage of Togrul’s sister with 
the successor of the prophet. In this revolution the Abbassidcs 
acquired a larger measure of liberty and power. On the throne of 
Asia the Turkish monarchs were less jealous of the domestic admi- 
nistration of Bagdad ; and the commanders of the faithful were re- 
lieved from the ignominious vexations to which they had been 
exposed by the presence and poverty of the Persian dynasty. 

Since the fall of the caliphs, the discord and degeneracy of the 
Saracens respected the Asiatic provinces of Home ; which, by the 
victories of Nicephorus, Zimisccs, and Basil, had been extended as 
far as Antioch and the eastern boundaries of Armenia. Twenty- 
five years after the death of Basil, his successors were suddenly 
assaulted by an unknown race of barbarians, who united the Scythian 
valour with the fanaticism of new proselytes, and the art and riches 
of a powerful monarchy. The myriads of Turkish horse overspread 
a frontier of 600 miles from Tauris to Arzeroura, and the blood of 
130,000 Christians was a grateful sacrifice to the Arabian prophet. 

§ 3. As Togrul left no children, his nephew Alp Arslan suc- 
ceeded to the title and prerogatives of sultan (a.d. 1063-1072). The 
arms of Togrul had not made any deep or lasting impression upon 
the Greek empire ; but Alp Arslan permanently annexed to his do- 
minions the important provinces of Armenia and Georgia (a.d. 
1065-1068). His alarming progress compelled the Greek empress 
Eudocia to give herself and her sceptre to the hand of a soldier ; and 
Uomanus Diogenes was invested with the Imperial purple. In the 
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palace, Diogenes was no more than the husband of Eudocia : in the 
camp, he was the emperor of the Eomans, and he sustained that 
character with feeble resources and invincible courage. In tlirec 
laborious campaigns the Turks were driven beyond the Euphrates : 
in the fourth and last, Romanus undertook the deliverance of Ar- 
menia (a.d. 1068-1071). On the report of this bold invasion, which 
threatened his hereditary dominions. Alp Arslan flew to the scene of 
action at the head of 40,000 horse. In the battle which ensued the 
Greeks were defeated with immense loss, and the cmpei*or fell into 
the hands of the sultan. Alp Arslan treated his captive with cour- 
tesy, and released liim on his promising to pay a million pieces of 
gold as a ransom, and an annual tribute of 360,000, But no sooner 
did Romanus reach the confines of the empire than he was infoiined 
that the palace and provinces had disclaimed their allegiance to a 
captive ; a sum of 200,000 pieces was painfully collected ; and the 
fallen monarch transmitted this part of his ransom, with a sad con- 
fession of his imix)tence and disgrace. The generosity, or perhaps 
the ambition, of the sultan prepared to espouse the cause of his ally ; 
but his designs were prevented by the defeat, imprisonment, and 
death of Romanus Diogenes. 

In the following year (a.d. 1072) Alp Arslan undertook the con- 
quest of Turkestan, the original seat of the house of Scljuk. lie crossed 
ll)e Oxus ; but his progress was retarded by the governor of Berzem ; 
and Joseph the Carizmiau presumed to defend his fortress against 
the powers of the East. When he was produced a captive in the 
royal tent, the sultan severely reproached his obstinate folly ; and 
the insolent replies of the rebel provoked a sentence, that he should 
be fastened to four stakes and left to expire in that painful situation. 
At this command the desperate Carizmian, drawing a dagger, rushed 
headlong towards the throne : the guards raised their battle-axes ; 
their zeal was checked by Arp Arslan, the most skilful archer of the 
age : he drew his bow, but his foot slipped, the arrow glanced aside, 
and ho received in his breast the dagger of Joseph, who was in- 
stantly cut in pieces. The wound was mortal ; and the Turkish 
prince bequeathed a dying admonition to the pride of kings. “ In 
my youth,” said Alp Arslan, “ I was advised by a sage to humble 
myself before God ; to distrust my own strength ; and never to de- 
spise the most contempfible foe. I have neglected these lessons ; 
and my neglect has been deservedly punished.” 

§4. Alp Arslan was succeeded by his eldest son Malek Shah 
(a.d. 1072-1092), who, by his personal merit and the extent of his 
empire, was the greatest prince of his age. Beyond the Oxus he 
reduced to his obedience the cities of Bochara, Carizme, and Samar- 
cand, and crushed each rebellious slave or independent savage whe 
dared to resist. He passed the Sihon or Jaxartes, the last boundary 
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of Persian civilisation : the hordes of Turkestan yielded to his supre- 
macy : and his name was inserted on the coins and in the prayers of 
Cashgar, a Tartar kingdom on the extreime borders of China, From 
the Chinese frontier ho stretched his immediate jurisdiction or feu- 
datory sway to the west and south, as far as the mountains of 
Georgia, the neighbourhood of Constantinople, the holy city of Je- 
rusalem, and the spicy groves of Arabia Felix. Instead of resigning 
himself to the luxury of his haram, the shepherd king, both in 
peace and war, was in action and in the field. By the perpetual 
motion of the royal camp each province was successively blessed 
with his presence ; and he is said to have perambulated twelve 
times the wide extent of his dominion», which surpassed the Asiatic 
reign of Cyrus and the caliphs. Of these expeditions the most 
pious and splendid was the pilgrimage of Mecca : the freedom and 
safety of the caravans were protected by his arms ; and the desert 
was cheered by the places of relief and refreshment which he insti- 
tuted for the use of his brethren. In the peaceful prosperity of his 
reign the cities of Asia were adorned with palaces and hospitals, 
with mosques and colleges : and the language and literature of Persia 
revived under the house of Seljuk, The sultan directed his atten- 
tion to the reformation of the calendar, which was effected by a 
general assembly of the astronomers of the Kast. By a law of the 
prophet the Moslems are confined to the irregular course of the 
lunar months ; in Persia, since the age of Zoroaster, the revolution 
of the sun has been known and celebrated as an annual festival ; 
but after the fall of the Magian empire, the intercalation had been 
neglected ; the fractions of minutes and hours were multiplied into 
days ; and the date of the spring was removed from the sign of 
Aries to that of Pisces. The reign of Malek was illustrated by the 
Gclalcean asra ; and all errors, either past or future, were corrected 
by a computation of time, which surpasses the Julian, and ap- 
proaches the accuracy of the Gregorian style.* 

§ 5. The greatness and unity of the Turkish empire expired in 
Gie person of Malek Shah, His vacant throne was disputed by his 
bi other and his four sons ; and, after a series of civil wars, the treaty 
which reconciled the surviving candidates confirmed a lasting sepa- 
ration in the Persian dynasty, the eldest and principal branch of 
the house of Seljuk. The three younger dynasties were those of 
Kerman^ of Syria, and of lloum : the first of these commanded an 
extensive, though obscure, dominion on the shores of the Indian 
Ocean ; the second exi)elled the Arabian princes of Aleppo and Da- 
mascus ; and the third, our peculiar care, invaded the Eomon pro^ 
vinccs of Asia Minor. The generous policy of Malek contributed to 

*** The Gelalasan sera (Gelaleddin, Glory of the Faith, was one of the names 
or titles of Malek Shah) is fixed to the xvxh of March, a.h, 471 — ^A.n. 1079. 
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their elevation : he allowed the princes of liis blood, even those 
whom he had vanquished in the field, to seek new kingdoms worthy 
of their ambition; nor was he displeased that they should draw 
away the more ardent spirits who might have disturbed the tran- 
quillity of his reign. As the supreme head of his family and nation, 
the great sultan of Persia commanded the obedience and tribute of 
his royal brethren ; but after the death of Malek*tbe bands of union 
and subordination were relaxed and finally dissolved : the indulgence 
of the house of Seljuk invested their slaves with the inheritance of 
kingdoms ; and, in the Oriental style, a crowd of princes arose from 
the dust of their feet. 

§ 6. A prince of the royal line, Cutulmish, the son of Izrail, the 
son of Seljuk, had fallen in a battle against Alp Arslan. His five 
sons, strong in arms, and eager for revenge, unsheathed their sci- 
mitars against the son of Alp Arslan. The two armies expected 
the signal, when the caliph, forgetful of the majesty which secluded 
him from vulgar eyes, interposed his venerable mediation. “ Instead 
of shedding the blood of your brethren, unite your forces in a holy 
war against the Greeks, the enemies of God and his apostle.” They 
'listened to his voice ; the sultan embraced his rebellious kinsmen ; 
and the eldest, the valiant Soliman, accepted the royal standard, 
which gave him the free conquest and hereditary command of the 
provinces of the Koman empire, from Arzeroum to Constantinople 
and the unknown regions of the West (a.d. 1074). Accompanied 
hy his four brothers, he passed the Euphrates : the Turkish camp 
was soon seated in the neighbourhood of Kutaicli in Phrygia ; and 
his flying cavalry laid waste the country as far as the Hellespont 
and the Black Sea. Since the decline of the empire the peninsula 
of Asia Minor had been exposed to the transient though destructive 
inroads of the Persians and Saracens ; but the fruits of a lasting 
conquest were reserved for the Turkish sultan ; and his arms were 
introduced by the Greeks, who aspired to reign on the ruins of their 
country. Since the captivity of llomanus, six years the feeble son 
of Eudocia had trembled under the weight of the Imperial crown, 
till the provinces of the East and West were lost in the same month 
by a double rebellion : of either chief Nicephorus was the common 
name ; but the surnames of Bryennius and Botoniates distinguish 
the European and Asiatic candidates. Their reasons, or rather their 
promises, were weighed in the divan ; and, after some hesitation, 
Soliman declared himself in favour of Botoniates, opened a free 
passage to his troops in their march from Antioch to Nice, and 
joined the banner of the crescent to that of the cross. After his 
ally had ascended the throne of Constantinople, the sultan was hos- 
pitably entertained in the suburb of Chrysopolis or Scutari ; and a 
body of two thousand Turks was transported into Europe, to whose 
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dexterity and courage the new emjxjror was indebted for the defeat 
and captivity of his rival Bryenniiis. But the conquest of Europe 
was dearly purchased by the sacrifice of Asia ; Constantinople, was 
dejirived of the obedience and revenue of the provinces beyond the 
Bosporus and Hellespont ; and the regular progress of the Turks, 
who fortified the passes of the rivers and mountains, left not a hope 
of their retreat or expulsion. Alexius, who succeeded Nicephorus 
Botoniates, sought the friendship of Soliman ; and it was not till 
after the sultan’s death that the emperor extended as far as Ni co- 
media, about 60 miles from Constantinople, the eastern boundary of 
the Roman world. Trebizoiid alone, defended on either side by the 
sea and moiiiitaiiis, preserved at the extremity of the Euxine the 
ancient character of a Greek colony, and the future destiny of a 
Christian empire. 

§ 7. Since the first contpiests of Ihc caliphs, the establishment of 
the Turks in Anatolia or Asia Minor was the most deplorable loss 
which the church and empire had sustained. By the propagation of 
the Moslem faith, Soliman deserved the name of Gazi, a holy cham- 
pion ; and his new kingdom of the Romans,* or of Boum^ was added 
to the tables of Oriental geography. It is described as extending 
from the Euphrates to Constantinoxfic, from the Black Sea to the 
confines of Syria. By the choice of the sultan, Nice, the metro- 
]X)lis of Bithynia, was i)refGrred for his palace and fortress ; the scat 
of the Seljukian dynasty of Roum was planted 100 miles from Con- 
stantinople ; and the divinity of Christ was denied and dended in 
the same temple in which it had been pronounced by the first general 
synod of the Catholics. Antioch and the dependent cities, as far as 
Laodicea and the confines of Aleiipo, yielded to the Sultan. Erom 
Laodicea to the Thracian Bosporus, or arm of St. George, the con- 
quests and reign of Soliman extended 30 days* journey in length, 
and in breadth about 10 or 15, between the rocks of Lycia and the 
Black Sea. The Turkish ignorance of navigation xirotected for a 
while the inglorious safety of the emperor ; but no sooner bad a fleet 
of 200 ships been constructed by the hands of the caxitive Greeks, 
than Alexius trembled behind the walls of his capital. His plain- 
tive epistles were dispersed over Euroxic to excite the compassion of 
the Latins, and to paint the danger, the weakness, and the riches of 
the city of Constantine. 

§ 8. But the most interesting conquest of the Seljukian Turks 
was that of Jerusalem, which soon became the theatre of nations. 
In their capitulation with Omar, the inhabitants had stipulated the 
assurance of their religion and iiroiierty, but the articles were inter- 
preted by a master against whom it was dangerous to dispute ; and 
in the 400 years of the reign of the caliphs the xiolitical climate of 
Jerusalem was exposed to the vicissitudes of storms and sunshine. 
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By tho increaso of proselytes and population the Mahometans might 
excuse their usurpation of three-fourths of the city : but a peculiar 
quarter was reserved for the patriarch with his clergy and people ; a 
tribute of two pieces of gold was the price of protection ; and tlie 
sepulchre of Christ, with the church of the Resurrection, was still 
left in the hands of his votaries. Of these votaries the most nu- 
merous and respectable portion were strangers to Jerusalem ; the 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land had been stimulated, rather than sup- 
pressed, by the conquest of the Arabs ; and tho enthusiasm which 
had always prompted these perilous journeys was nourished by the 
congenial passions of grief and indignation. A crowd of pilgrims 
from the East and West continued to visit tho holy sepulchre and 
tho adjacent sanctuaries, more especially at the festival of Easter ; 
and the Greeks and Latins, the Nestorians and Jacobites, tho Copts 
and Abyssinians, the Armenians and Georgians, maintained the 
chapels, the clergy, and the poor of their respective communions. 
The pre-eminence was asserted by the spirit and numbers of the 
Franks, and the greatness of Charlemagne protected both the Latin 
pilgrims and the Catholics of the East. In the decline of the Car- 
lovingian monarchy the republic of Amalphi promoted tho interest 
of trade and religion in tho East. Her vessels transported the Latin 
pilgrims to the coasts of Egypt and Palestine, and deserved, by their 
useful imports, .the favour and alliance of tho Fatimite caliphs : an 
annual fair was instituted on Mount Calvary ; and the Italian mer- 
chants founded the convent and hosi^ital of St, John of Jerusalem, 
the cradle of the monastic and military order which afterwards reigne4i 
in the isles of Rhodes and of Malta. 

The revolution which transferred the sceptre from the Abbassides 
to the Fatimites was a benefit rather than an injury to the Holy Land. 
A sovereign resident in Egypt was more sensible of the importance of 
Christian trade ; and the emirs of Palestine were less remote from 
the justice and power of the throne. But the third of these Fatimite 
caliphs was the famous Hakem, a frantic youth, who was delivered 
by his impiety and despotism from the fear either of God or man, 
and whose reign was a wild mixture of vice and folly. At first the 
caliph declared himself a zealous Musulman ; but his vanity was 
soon flattered by the hope of introducing a new religion ; he aspired 
above the fame of a prophet, and styled himself the visible image of 
the Most High God, who, after nine apparitions on earth, was at 
length manifest in his royal person. At the name of Hakem, the 
lord of the living and the dead, every knee was bent in religious 
adoration ; his mysteries were performed on a mountain near Cairo ; 
16,000 converts had signed his profession of faith ; and at the present 
hour a free and warlike people, the Druses of Mount Libanus, are 
ixjrsuaded of the life and divinity of a madman and tyrant. In his 
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divine character Hakem hated the Jews and Christians, as the 
servants of his rivals, while some remains of prejudice or prudence 
still pleaded in favour of the law of Mahomet. The temple of the 
Christian world, the church of the Resurrection, was demolished to 
its foundations ; and much labour was exhausted to destroy the cave 
in the rock which properly constitutes the holy sepulchre (a.d. 
1009). After the assassination of Hakem the succ^ing caliphs 
resumed the maxims of religion and policy : a free toleration was 
again granted ; with the pious aid of the emperor of Constantinople 
the holy sepulchre arose from its mins ; and the pilgrims returned 
in greater numbers to the sacred spot. In the sea-voyage of Pales- 
tine the dangers were frequent, and the opportunities rare ; but the 
conversion of Hungary opened a safe communication between Ger- 
many and Greece. Among the Franks the zeal of pilgrimage pre- 
vailed beyond the example of former times, and the roads were 
covered with multitudes of either sex and of every rank, who pro- 
fessed their contempt of life so soon as they should have kissed the 
tomb of their Redeemer. Princes and prelates abandoned the care 
of their dominions, and the numbers of these pious caravans were a 
prelude to the armies which marched in tlie ensuing age under the 
banner of the cross. 

§ 9. After the defeat of the Romans the tranquillity of the Fa- 
tirnitc caliphs was invaded by the Turks, Tliey were repulsed from 
Egypt, but they conquered Syria and the Holy Land. The house 
of Seljuk reigned about 20 years in Jerusalem (a.d. 1076-1096) ; 
but the liereditary command of the holy city and territory was in- 
trusted or abandoned to the emir Ortok, the chief of a tribe of 
Turkmans. The Oriental Christians and the Latin pilgrims de- 
plored a revolution wliich, instead of the regular government and 
old alliance of the caliphs, imposed on their necks the iron yoke of 
the strangers of the North. A spirit of native barbarism, or recent 
zeal, prompted the Turkmans to insult the clergy of every sect : tlie 
patriarch was dragged by the hair along the pavement and cast into 
a dungeon, to extort a ransom from the sympathy of bis flock ; and 
the divine worship in the church of the Resurrection was often dis- 
turbed by the savage rudeness of its masters. The pathetic tale 
excited the millions of the West to march flnder the standard of 
the cross to the relief of the Holy Land ; and yet how trifling is the 
sum of these accumulated evils, if compared witli the single act of 
the sacrilege of Hakem, which had been so patiently endured by 
tlie Latin Christians ! A slighter provocation inflamed the more 
irascible temper of their descendants : a new spirit had arisen of reli- 
gious chivalry and papal dominion ; a nerve was touched of exquisite 
feeling ; and the sensation vibrated to the heart of Europe. 
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TUE CRUSADES. 

§ 1. I. First Crusade: Peter the Hermit. § 2. Councils of Placentia and 
Clermont. § li. Departure of the First Crusaders; their destruction in 
Hungary and Asia. § 4. The chiefs of the First Crusade. § 5. March oi 
the princes to Constantinople. § 6. Policy of the Emperor Alexius; ho 
obtains the homage of the Crusaders. § 7. Their i-eview and nurabe:s. 
§ 8. Siege of Nice and battle of Dorylasum. § 9. Baldwin founds the 
principality of Edessa. § 10. Siege and defence of Antioch. § 11. The 
state of the Turks and caliphs of Egypt. § 12. Siege and conquest of 
Jei-usalem. § 13. Election and reign of Godfrey of Bouillon. § 14. The 
kingflom of Jerusalem. § 15. Assise of Jerusalem. § 16. Supplement 
to the First Cnisade. § 17. Success of Alexius. § 18. II. Second Cru- 
sade ; Conquests of the Atabeks of Syria. § 19. St. Bernard preaches the 
Second Crusade. § 20. March of the Second Cnisaders; their failure. 
§ 21. III. Third Crusade ; Conquest of Egypt by the Turks; end of the 
Fatimite caliphs. § 22. Reign and character of Saladin. § 23. Conquest 
of Jerusalem by Saladin. § 24. Si^e of Acre. § 25. March and death 
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of Frederic Barbarossa. § 26. Ricbard of England in Palestine: his treaty 
and departure : death of Saladin. § 27. IV. V. Fourth and Fifth 
Crusades. § 28. The Emperor Frederic 11. in Palestine. § 29. VI, 
Sixth Crusade ; St. Louis : his captivity. § 30. VII. Seventh Cru- 
sade : death of St. Louis. § 31. The loss of Acre and the Holy Land. 

§ 1. I. Tlie first Crusade^ a.d. 1095-1099. — About 20 years after 
the conquest of Jerusalem by the Turks, the holy sepulchre was 
visited by an hermit of the name of Peter, a native of Amiens, in 
the province of Picardy in Franco. His resentment and sympathy 
wore excited by his own injuries and the oppression of the Christian 
name ; he mingled his tears with those of the patriarch, and earnestly 
inquired if no hopes of relief could be entertained from the Greek 
emperors of the East. The patriarch exposed the vices and weak- 
ness of the successors of Constantine. “ I will rouse,** exclaimed 
the hermit, “ the martial nations of Europe in your cause ;** and 
Europe was obedient to tlie call of the hermit. The astonished 
patriarch dismissed him with epistles of credit and comidaint ; and 
no sooner did he land at Bari than Peter hastened to kiss the feet 
of the Homan pontiff. His stature was small, his appearance con- 
temptible ; but his eye was keen and lively, and he possessed that 
vehemence of speech which seldom fails to impart the persuasion of 
the soul. Pope Urban II. received him as a prophet, applauded his 
glorious design, promised to support it in a general council, and 
encouraged him to proclaim the deliverance of the Holy Land. 
Invigorated by the approbation of the pontiff, his zealous missionary 
traversed, with speed and success, the provinces of Italy and France. 
His head was bare, his feet naked, his meagre body was wrapped in 
a coarse garment ; ho boro and displayed a weighty cnicifix ; and 
the ass on which he rode was sanctified, in the public eye, by the 
service of the man of God. He preached to innumerable crowds in 
the churches, the streets, and the highways : the hermit entered 
with equal confidence the palace and the cottage ; and the people 
was impetuously moved by his call to repentance and arms. The 
most perfect orator of Athens might have envied the success of his 
eloquence : the rustic enthusiast inspired the passions which ho felt, 
and Christendom expected with impatience the counsels and decrees 
of the supreme pontiff. 

§ 2. Urban summoned a council at Placentia, which was nu- 
merously attended (a.d. 1095, March). The ambassadors of the 
Greek emperor, Alexius Comnenus, were introduced to plead the 
distress of their sovereign, and the danger of Constantinople, which 
was divided only by a narrow sea from the victorious Turks, the 
common enemies of the Christian name. At the sad tale of the 
misery and perils of their Eastern brethren the assembly burst into 
tears : the most eager champions declared their readiness to march ; 
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and tiie Greek ambassadors were dismissed witli the assurance of a 
speedy and powerful succx)ur. But the prudent Urban adjourned 
the final decision to a second synod, which he proposed to celebrate 
in some city of France in the autumn of the same year. The short 
delay would propagate the flame of enthusiasm; and his fimicst 
hope was in a nation of soldiers still proud of the pre-eminence of 
tlieir name. A latent motive of affection or vanity might influence 
the choice of Urban : he was himself a native of France, a monk of 
Clugny, and the first of his countrymen who ascended the throne 
of St. Peter. In the month of November a second council assembled 
at Clermont, not less numerous or respectable than the synod of 
Placentia. From the synod of Placentia the rumour of the great 
design had gone forth among the nations : the clergy on their return 
had preached in every diocese the merit and glory of the deliverance 
of the Holy Land ; and when the poi)e ascended a lofty scaffold in 
the market-place of Clermont, his eloquence was addressed to a 
well-prepared and impatient audience. His topics were obvious, his 
exhortation was vehement, his success inevitable. The orator was 
interrupted by the shout of thousands, who with one voice, and in 
their rustic idiom, exclaimed aloud, “ God wills it, God wills it ! ” 
“ It is indeed the will of God,” replied the pope ; “ and let this 
memorable word, the inspiration surely of the Holy Spirit, be for 
ever adopted as your cry of battle, to animate the devotion and 
courage of the champions of Christ. His cross is the symbol of your 
salvation ; wear it, a red, a bloody cross, as an external mark, on 
your breasts or shoulders, as a jdedge of your sacred and irrevocable 
engagement.” The proposal was joyfully accepted ; great numbers, 
both of the clergy and laity, impressed on their garments the sign 
of the cross ; the pope proclaimed a plenary indulgence to those 
who should enlist under the sacred banners ; and their departure for 
the Holy Land was fixed to the festival of the Assumption, the 
15th of August, of the ensuing year (a.d. 1090). 

§ 3. This day was anticipated by the thoughtless and needy crowd 
of plebeians ; and I shall briefly despatch the calamities which they 
inflicted and suffered before I enter on the more serious and suc- 
cessful enterprise of the chiefs. Early in the spring, from the con- 
fines of France and Lorraine, above 60,000 of the populace of both 
sexes flocked round the first missionary of the crusade, and pressed 
him, with clamorous importunity, to lead them to the holy sepulchi'e. 
The hermit, assuming the character, without the talents or authority, 
of a general, impelled or obeyed the forward impulse of his votaries 
along the banks of the Khine and Danube. The first party moved 
under the command of his lieutenant, Walter the Penniless, a 
valiant, though needy soldier. He was followed by Peter with 
40,000 men ; and their rear was pressed by an herd of 200,000, the 



547 


A.D, 1096. CHIEFS OP THE FIRST CRUSADE. 

most stupid and savage refuse of the people, who mingled with their 
devotion a brutal licence of rapine, prostitution, and drunkenness. 
In Bulgaria, which they had plundered, great numbers of them were 
cut to i)ieces ; but the emperor, who respected the pilgrimage and 
succour of the Latins, conducted them by secure and easy journeys 
to Constantinople, and advised them to await the arrival of their 
brethren. For a while they remembered their faults and losses, but 
no sooner were they revived by the liospitable entertainment, than 
their venom was again inflamed ; they stung their benefactor, and 
neither gardens, nor palaces, nor churches, were safe from their 
dq)re(lations. For his own safety, Alexius allured them to pass over 
to the Asiatic side of the Bosporus; but their blind impetuosity 
soon urged them to desert the station which he had assigned, and 
to rush headlong against the Turks, who occupied the road of Jeru- 
salem. They separated in quest of prey, and themselves fell an easy 
l)rey to the arts of the sultan. By a rumour that their foremost 
companions were rioting in the s]^M)ils of his capital, Kilidge- Arslan, 
the successor of Solimau, tempted the main body to descend into tbe 
X)lain of Nice : they were overwhelmed by the Turkish arrows, and 
a pyramid of lx>ncs informed their companions of the place of their 
defeat. Of the first crusaders, 300,000 had already perished before 
a single city was rescued from tbe infidels, before their graver and 
more noble brethren had comxJeted tlio x)rcparations of their enter- 
prise. 

§ 4. None of the great sovereigns of Europe embarked their per- 
sons in the first crusade. The religious ardour was more strongly 
felt hy the princes of the second order, who held an important place 
in the feudal system. Of the leaders of the first crusade, the first 
rank both in war and council is justly due to Godfrey of Bouillon, 
who was accomx>anied by his two brothers, Eustace and Baldwin. 
The four chief leaders of tbe French, the Normans, and tbe Britons, 
were Hugh, count of Vermandois, sumamed the Great, brother of 
tlic king of France ; Robert, duke of Normandy, the eldest son of 
William the Conqueror; another Robert, count of Flanders, and 
Stephen, count of Chartres, of Blois, and of Troyes. In the south 
of France the command was assumed hy Adhemar, bishop of Puy, 
the pope’s legate, and by Raymond, count of St. Giles and Toulouse, 
who added the prouder titles of duke of Narbonne and marquis of 
Provence. The Normans of the south of Italy were led by Bohe- 
mond, son of Robert Guiscard, already famous by bis double victory 
over the Greek emi^cror : ho was accomx>anied by his cousin Tancred, 
in whose accomplished character we discover all the virtues of a 
XKjrfect knight, the true spirit of chivalry, which was at once an 
effect and a cause of the crusades. 

$ 5, As soon as their leaders were mlieved by the absence of tho 
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plebeian multitude, they encouraged each other, by interviews and 
messages, to accomplish their vow, and hasten their departure. Tlie 
difficulty of procuring subsistence for so many myriads of men and 
horses engaged them to separate their forces : their choice or situa- 
tion determined the road ; and it was agreed to meet in the neigh- 
bourhood of Constantinople, and from thence to begin their operations 
against the Turks. From the banks of the Meuse and the Moselle, 
Godfrey of Bouillon followed the direct way of Germany, Hungary, 
and Bulgaria. After an easy journey through Lombardy, from 
Turin to Aquileia, Kaymond and his provincials marched forty 
days through the savage country of Dalmatia and Slavonia. His 
march between Durazzo and Constantinople was harassed, without 
being stopped, by the peasants and soldiers of the Greek emperor ; 
and the same faint and ambiguous hostility was prepared for the 
remaining chiefs, who passed the Adriatic from the coast of Italy. 
Bohemond had arms and vessels, and foresight and discipline ; and 
his name was not forgotten in the provinces of Epirus and Thessaly. 
The nobles of France pressed forwards with the vain and thoughtless 
ardour of whicli their nation has been sometimes accused. From 
the Alps to Apulia the march of Hugh the Great, of the two 
Iloberts, and of Stephen of Chartres, through a wealthy country, 
and amidst the applauding Catholics, was a devout or triumphant 
progress : they kissed the feet of the Roman pontiff ; and the 
golden standard of St. Peter was delivered to the brother of the 
French monarch. But in this visit of piety and pleasure they 
neglected to secure the season and the means of their embarkation : 
the winter was insensibly lost ; their troops were scattered and 
corrupted in the towns of Italy. They separately accomplished 
their passage, regardless of safety or dignity ; and within nine 
months from the feast of the Assumption, the day appointed by 
Urban, all the Latin princes had reached Constantinople. But the 
count of Vermandois was produced as a captive ; his foremost 
vessels were scattered by a tempest ; and his person, against the 
law of nations, was detained by the lieutenants of Alexius. 

S 6. In some Oriental tale I have read the fable of a shepherd 
who was ruined by the accomplishment of his own wishes : he had 
prayed for water ; the Ganges was turned into his grounds, and his 
flock and cottage were swept away by the inundation. Such was 
the fortune, or at least the apprehension, of the Greek emperor 
Alexius Comnenus. In the council of Placentia his ambassadors 
had solicited a moderate succour, perhaps of ten thousand soldiers ; 
but he was astonished by the approach of so many potent chiefs and 
fanatic nations. During the winter Alexius, by his skill and dili- 
gence, prevented the union of any two of the confederate armies at 
the same moment under the walls of Constantinople. On the return 
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of spring (a.d. 1097), Godfrey was persuaded to occupy a pleasant 
and plentiful camp in Asia ; and no sooner had he passed the Bos- 
porus than the Greek vessels were suddenly recalled to the opposite 
shore. The same policy was repeated with the succeeding chiefs, 
who were swayed by the example, and weakened by the departure, 
of their foremost companions ; and before the feast of the Pentecost 
not a Latin pilgrim was left on the coast of Europe. Alexius suc- 
ceeded in extorting from the French princes an oath of homage and 
fidelity, and a solemn promise that they would either restore, or 
hold, their Asiatic conquests, as the humble and loyal vassals of the 
Homan empire. Their independent spirit was fired at the mention 
of this foreign and voluntary servitude : they successively yielded 
to the dexterous application of gifts and flattery ; and the first pro- 
selytes became the most eloquent and effectual missionaries to mul- 
tiply the companions of their shame. The pride of Hugh of Ver- 
mandois was soothed by the, honours of his captivity ; and in the 
brother of the French king the example of submission was prevalent 
and weighty. The best and most ostensible reason was the impos- 
sibility of passing the sea and accomplishing their vow without the 
licence and the vessels of Alexius ; but they cherished a secret hope, 
that, as soon as they trod the continent of Asia, their swords would 
obliterate their shame, and dissolve the engagement, which on his 
side might not be very faithfully performed. 

§ 7. The principal force of the crusaders consisted in their 
cavalry ; and when that force w-as mustered in the plains of 
Bithynia, the knights and their martial attendants on horseback 
amounted to 100,000 fighting men, completely armed with the 
helmet and coat of mail. The value of these soldiers deserved a 
strict and authentic account ; and the flower of European chivalry 
might furnish, in a first effort, this formidable body of heavy horse. 
A part of the infantry might be enrolled for the service of scouts, 
l)ioneers, and archers ; but the promiscuous crowd were lost in their 
own disorder ; and we depend not on the eyes or knowledge, but on 
the belief and fancy, of a chaplain of Count Baldwin, in the esti- 
mate of 600,000 pilgrims able to bear arms, besides the priests and 
monks, the women and children, of the Latin camp. Though this 
number is incredible, yet the myriads that pressed forwards on the 
holy pilgrimage, were a subject of astonishment to themselves and 
to the Greeks. The ancient hosts of Darius and Xerxes labour 
under the same doubt of a vague and indefinite magnitude ; but I 
am inclined to believe that a larger number has never been con- 
tained within the lines of a single camp than at the siege of Kice, 
the first operation of the Latin princes. Of their troops, the most 
numerous portion were natives of France ; the Low Countries, the 
banks of the Rhine, and Apulia sent a powerful reinforcement: 
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some bands of adventurers were drawn from Spain, Lombardy, and 
England ; and from the distant bogs and mountains of Ireland or 
Scotland issued some naked and savage fanatics, ferocious at home, 
but unwarlike abroad. . Only a small remnant of the pilgrims, who 
passed the Bosporus, was permitted to visit the holy sepulchre. 
Their northern constitution was scorched by the rays, and infected 
by the vapours, of a Syrian sun. They consumed, with heedless 
prodigality, their stores of water and provision: their numbers 
exhausted the inland country : the sea was remote, the Greeks were 
unfriendly, and the Christians of every sect fled before the vora- 
cious and cruel rapine of their brethren. In the dire necessity of 
famine, they sometimes roasted and devoured the flesh of their 
infant or adult captives. Among the Turks and Saracens, the 
idolaters of Europe were rendered more odious by the name and 
reputation of cannibals ; the spies, who introduced themselves into 
the kitchen of Bohemond, were shown several human bodies 
turning on the spit : and the artful Korman encouraged a report 
which increased at the same time the abhorrence and the terror of 
the infldels. 

§ 8. From their first station in the neighbourhood of Nicomedia, 
the crusaders advanced in successive divisions ; passed tbe con- 
tracted limit of the Greek empire ; and commenced, by the siege of 
his capital, their pious warfare against the Turkish sultan. In the 
Space of seven weeks much labour and blood were expended, and 
some progress was made on the side of the besiegers. But the 
Turks could protract their resistance and secure their escape, as 
long as they were masters of the lake Ascanius, which stretches 
several miles to the westward of the city. The means of conquest 
were supplied by the prudence and industry of Alexius ; a great 
number of boats was transported on sledges from the sea to the 
lake ; Nice was invested by land and water ; and a Greek emissary 
persuaded the inhabitants to accept his master’s protection, and to 
save themselves, by a timely surrender, from the rage of the savages 
of Europe. In the moment of victory, or at least of hope, the cru- 
saders thirsting for blood and plunder, were awed by the Imperial 
banner that streamed from the citadel ; and Alexius guarded with 
jealous vigilance this important conquest (a.d. 1097, June 20). 
The murmurs of the chiefs were stifled by honour or interest ; and 
after an halt of nine days they directed their march towards Pliry- 
gia. A few miles before they reached Dorylaeum they were attacked 
by Kilidge- Arslan, whose whole force is loosely stated by the Christ- 
ians at 200,000, or even 360,000 horse. After a hard-fought battle 
the Turks were defeated (July 4) ; and the importance of the victory 
was proved Ify the hasty retreats of the sultan, who evacuated the 
kingdom of Bourn, and hastened to implore tlie aid, and kindle the 
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resentment, of his Eastern brethren. In a march of 500 miles the 
crusaders traversed tho Lesser Asia, through a wasted land and 
deserted towns, without finding either a friend or an enemy. 

§ 9. To improve the general consternation, Tancred, and Bald- 
win, tho brother of Godfrey, were detached from the main army 
with their respective squadrons of five and of seven hundred knights. 
They overran in a rapid career the hills and sca-coast of Cilicia ; 
but the proud injustice of Baldwin at length provoked the patient 
and generous Italian, and they turned their consecrated swords 
against each other in a private and profane quarrel. Honour was 
tho motive, and fame the reward, of Tancred, but fortune smiled on 
the more selfish enterprise of his rival. He was called to the assist- 
ance of a Greek tyrant, who had been suifered, under the Turkish 
yoke, to reign over the Christians of Edessa. Baldwin accepted the 
character of his son and champion, but no sooner was he introduced 
into the city than he inflamed the people to the massacre of his 
father, occupied the throne and treasure, extended his conquests over 
the hills of Armenia and the plain of Mesopotamia, and founded the 
first principality of the Franks or Latins, which subsisted 47 years 
beyond the Euidiratcs (a.d, 1097-1144). 

§ 10. Before the Franks could enter Syria, the summer, and even 
the autumn, were completely w-asted ; but it. was resolved at once 
to lay siege to Antioch. Whatever strength and valour could per- 
form in tho field was abundantly discharged by the champions of 
the cross : but in the slow and successive labours of a siege the cru- 
saders were supine and ignorant, without skill to contrive, or money 
to purchase, or industry to use the artificial engines and imple- 
ments of assault. At tho end of seven months, after the ruin 
of their cavalry and an enormous loss by famine, desertion, and 
fatigue, the progress of the crusaders was imperceptible, and their 
success remote, if the Latin Ulysses, the artful and ambitious Bohe- 
mond, had not employed the arms of cunning and deceit. The 
Christians of Antioch were numerous and discontented : Phirouz, a 
Syrian renegade, had acquired the favour of the emir and the com- 
mand of three towers, and the merit of his repentance disguised to 
the Latins, and perhaps to himself, the foul design of perfidy and 
treason. A secret correspondence, for their mutual interest, was 
soon established between Phirouz and the prince of Tarento ; and 
Bohemond declared in tlic council of the chiefs that he could deliver 
the city into their hands. But he claimed tho sovereignty of An- 
tioch as tho reward of his service, and the proposal which had been 
rejected by the envy, was at length extorted from the distress of his 
equals. The nocturnal surprise was executed by tho French and 
Norman princes, who ascended in person the scaling-ladders that 
were thrown from the w^alls ; their new proselyte embraced and in- 
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troduced the servants of Christ, the army rushed through the gates, 
and the Moslems soon found that, although mercy was hopeless, 
resistance was impotent (a.d. 1098, June 3). But the citadel still 
refused to surrender, and the victors themselves were speedily en- 
compassed and besieged by the innumerable forces of Kerboga, 
prince of Mosul, who, with 28 Turkish emirs, advanced to the deli- 
verance of Antioch. Five-and-twenty days the Christians spent on 
the verge of destruction, and the proud lieutenant of the caliph and 
tha sultan left them only the choice of servitude or death. They 
were reduced to the last extremity by famine and disease : and 
for their salvation and victory they were indebted to the same 
fanaticism which had led them to the brink of ruin. Their con- 
fidence was revived by the seasonable and splendid discovery of 
the HOLY LANCE. This pious fraud was concocted b}’’ a priest of 
the diocese of Marseilles, whose name was Peter Bartholemy. He 
presented himself at the door of the council chamber, to disclose an 
apparition of St. Andrew, which had been thrice reiterated in his 
sleep, with a dreadful menace if he x>resumcd to suppress the com- 
mands of heaven. “ At Antioch,” said the apostle, “ in the church 
of my brother St. Peter, near the high altar, is concealed the steel 
head of the lance that pierced the side of our Redeemer. In three 
days, that instrument of eternal, and now of temporal, salvation, 
will be manifested to his disciides. Search, and ye shall find : bear 
it aloft in battle ; and that mystic weajwn shall penetrate the souls 
of the miscreants.” The revelation was eagerly accepted by Count 
Raymond, whom his faithful subject, in the name of the apostle, 
had chosen for the guardian of the holy lance. The exx)eriment 
was resolved ; the head of a Saracen lance was hidden by Bartho- 
Icmy in the place which he had indicated ; and its discovery was 
saluted with a devout rapture. The holy lance was drawn from its 
recess, wrapped in a veil of silk and gold, and exposed to the vene- 
ration of the crusaders ; their anxious suspense burst forth in a 
general shout of joy and hope, and the desponding troops were again 
inflamed with the enthusiasm of valour. On the festival of St. 
Peter and St. Paul the gates of Antioch were thrown open : a martial 
j^salm, “ Let the Lord arise, and let his enemies be scattered 1” was 
chanted by a procession of priests and monks ; the holy lance, in the 
absence of Raymond, was intrusted to the hands of his chaplain ; and 
its potent energy was heightened by an accident, a stratagem, or a 
rumour, of a miraculous complexion. Three knights, in white gar- 
ments and resplendent arms, either issued, or seemed to issue, from 
tlie hills : the voice of Adhemar, the pope’s legate, proclaimed them 
as the martyrs St. George, St. Theodore, and St. Maurice : the 
tumult of oattle allowed no time for doubt or scrutiny ; and the 
welcome apxmrition dazzled the eyes or the imagination of a fanatic 
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army. On this memorable dfl^y u.ey annihilated or dispersed the 
host of Turks and Arabians, whic^«they might safely report to have 
consisted of 600,000 men (a.d. 1098, June 28) • 

§ 11. The prudence or fortune of the Franks had delated their • 
invasion till the decline of the Turkish empire. Under the manly 
government of the three first sultans, the kingdoms of Asia were 
united in peace and justice. But at the time of the crusade, the 
inheritance of Malck Shaw was disputed by his four sons ; and, in 
the vicissitudes of their fortune, the royal vassals were ignorant, or 
regardless, of the true object of their allegiance. The 28 emirs who 
marched with the standard of Kerboga were his rivals or enemies : 
their hasty levies were drawn from the towns and tents of Mesopo- 
tamia and Syria ; and tlic Turkish veterans were employed or con- 
sumed in the civil wars beyond the Tigris. The caliph of Egypt 
embraced this opportunity of weakness and discord to recover his 
ancient possessions ; and his sultan Aplidal besieged Jerusalem and 
Tyre, expelled the children of Ortok, and restored in Palestine the 
civil and ecclesiastical authority of the Fatimites. They heard with 
astonishment of the vast armies of Christians that had passed from 
Europe to Asia, and rejoiced in the sieges and battles which broke 
the power of the Turks, the adversaries of their sect and monarchy. 
But the same Christians were the enemies of tlie prophet ; and from 
the overthrow of Nice and Antioch, the motive of their enterprise, 
which was gradually understood, would urge them forwards to the 
hanks of the Jordan, or pcrhaj)s of the Nile. An intercourse of 
epistles and embassies, which rose and fell with the events of war, 
was maintained between the throne of Cairo and the camp of the 
Latins. But the answer of the crusaders was firm and uniform : 
they disdained to inquire into the private claims or possessions of 
tlie followers of Mahomet : whatsoever was his name or nation, the 
usuri)er of Jerusalem was their enemy ; and it was only by a timely 
surrender of the city and province, their sacred right, that he could 
deserve their alliance, or deprecate their impending and irresistible 
attack. 

§ 12. Yet this attack, when they were within the view and reach 
of their glorious prize, was suspended above ten months after the 
defeat of Kerboga. The winter was consumed in discord and dis- 
order ; a sense of honour and religion was rekindled in the spring ; 
and the private soldiers, less susceptible of ambition and jealousy, 
awakened with angry clamours the indolence of their chiefs. In 
the month of May the relics of this mighty host proceeded from 
Antioch to Laodicea : about 40,000 Latins, of whom no more than 
15,000 horse and 20,000 foot were capable of immediate service. 
Their easy march was continued between Mount Libanift and the 
sea-shore : their wants were liberally supplied by the coasting traders 

aiBBON. 2 B 



554 SIKGE AND CONQUEST OF JERUSALEM. Chap. XXXIIL 

of Genoa and Pisa ; and they drew large contributions from tho 
emirs of Tripoli, Tyre, Sidon, Acre, and Caesarea, who granted a 
free passage* and promised to follow the example of Jerusalem. 
From CfiBsarea they advanced into the midland country, and en- 
camped at length under the walls of Jerusalem. By the experience 
of a recent siege, and a three years* possession, the Saracens of 
Egypt had been taught to discern, and in some degree to remedy, 
the defects of a place which religion as well as honour forbade them 
to resign. Aladin, or Iftikhar, the caliph’s lieutenant, was intmsted 
with the defence • and his garrison is said to have consisted of 40,000 
Turks and Arabians ; and if he could muster 20,000 of the inha- 
bitants, it must bo confessed that the besieged were more numerous 
than the besieging army. Had the diminished strength and num- 
bers of the Latins allowed them to grasp the whole circumference of 
4000 yards (about two English miles and a half), to what useful 
purpose should they have descended into the valley of Ben Hinnom 
and torrent of Kedron, or approached the precipices of the south and 
east, from whence they had nothing either to hope or fear ? Their 
siege was more reasonably directed against the northern and western 
sides of the city. Godfrey of Bouillon erected his standard on the 
first swell of Mount Calvary : to the left, as far as St. Stephen’s 
gate, the line of attack was continued by Tancred and the two Ho- 
befts ; and Count Raymond established his quarters from the citadel 
to the foot of Mount Sion, which was no longer included within tho 
precincts of the city. The siege lasted 40 days, but they were 40 
days of calamity and anguish. A repetition of the old complaint of 
famine may be imputed in some degree to tho voracious or disorderly 
appetite of tho Franks; but the stony soil of Jerusalem is almost 
destitute of water ; the scanty springs and hasty torrents were dry 
in the summer season : nor was tho thirst of the besiegers relieved, 
as in the city, by the artificial supply of cisterns and aqueducts. 
The circumjacent country is equally destitute of trees for the uses 
of shade or building ; but some large beams were discovered in a 
cave by tho crusaders : a wood near Sichem, the enchanted grove of 
Tasso, was cut down ; the necessary timber was transported to tho 
camp by the vigour and dexterity of Tancred ; and the engines were 
framed by some Genoese artists, who had fortunately landed in the 
harbour of Jaffa. Two moveable turrets were constructed at the 
expense, and in the stations, of the duke of Lorraine and the count 
of Toulouse, and rolled forwards to the most neglected parts of' the 
fortification. Raymond’s tower was reduced to ashes by the fire of 
the besieged, but his colleague was more vigilant and successful ; 
the enemies were driven by his archers from the rampart ; the draw- 
bridge was let down ; and on a Friday, at three in the afternoon, the 
day and hour of the Passion, Godfrey of Bouillon stood victorious 
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on the walls of Jerusalem (a.d. 1099, July 16). His example was 
followed on every side by the emulation of valour ; and about 460 
years after the conquest of Omar, the holy city was rescued from 
the Mahometan yoke, A bloody sacrifice was offered by his mis- 
taken votaries to the God of the Christians : they indulged them- 
selves seven days in a promiscuous massacre ; and 70,000 Moslems 
were put to the sword. The holy sepulchre was now free ; and the 
bloody victors prepared to accomplish their vow. Bareheaded and 
barefoot, with contrite hearts and in a humble posture, they ascended 
the hill of Calvary, amidst the loud anthems of the clergy ; kissed 
the stone winch had covered the Saviour of the world ; and bedewed 
with tears of joy and i^enitence the monument of their redemption. 

§ 13. Eight days after this memorable event, which pope Urban 
did not live to hear, the Latin chiefs proceeded to the election of a 
king, to guard and govern their conquests in Palestine. Hugh the 
Great and Stephen of Chartres had retired with some loss of reputa- 
tion, wliich they strove to regain by a second crusade and an ho- 
nourable death. Baldwin was established at Edessa, and Bohemond 
at Antioch ; and the two Roberts, the duke of Normandy and the 
count of Flandets, preferred their fair inheritance in the West to a 
doubtful competition or a barren sceptre. Raymond declined all open 
pretensions to the crown, and the free, the just, the unanimous voice 
of the army proclaimed Godfrey of Bouillon the first and most 
worthy of the chami)ions of Christendom. His magnanimity accepted 
a trust as full of danger as of gloiy ; but in a city where his Saviour 
had been crowned with thorns, the devout pilgrim rejected the 
name and ensigns of royalty ; and the founder of the kingdom of 
Jerusalem contented himself with the modest title of Defender and 
Baron of the Holy Sepulchre. His government of a single year 
(a.d. 1099-1100), too short for the public happiness, was interrupted 
in the first fortnight by a summons to the field, by the approach of the 
vizir or sultan of Egypt, who had been too slow to prevent, but who 
was impatient to avenge the loss of Jerusalem. His total over- 
throw in the battle of Ascalon sealed the establishment of the Latins 
in Syria, and signalised the valour of the French princes, who in 
this action bade a long farewell to the holy wars. After suspending 
before the holy sepulchre the sword and standard of the sultan, the 
new king (he deserves the title) embraced his departing companions, 
and could retain only with the gallant Tancred 300 knights, and 
2000 foot soldiers, for the defence of Palestine. 

§ 14. The infant kingdom of Godfrey consisted only of Jerusalem 
and Jaffa, with about 20 villages and towns of the adjacent country. 
Within this narrow verge the Mahometans were still lodged in some 
impregnable castles ; and the husbandman, the trader, and the pil- 
grim were exposed to daily and domestic hostility. By the arms of 
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Godfrey liimsclf, and of the two Baldwins, his brother and cousin, 
who succeeded to the throne, the Latins breathed with more ease 
and safety ; and at length they equalled, in the extent of their do- 
minions, the an:- ‘cut princes of Judah and Israel. After the reduc- 
tion of the maritime cities of Laodicea, Tripoli, Tyre, and Ascalon, 
which were powerfully, assisted by the fleets of Venice, Genoa, and 
Pisa, and even of Flanders and Norway, the range of sea-coast from 
Scanderoon to the borders of Egypt was possessed by the Christian 
pilgrims. If the prince of Antioch disclaimed his supremacy, the 
counts of Edessa and Tripoli owned themselves the vassals of the 
king of Jerusalem : the Latins reigned beyond the Euphrates; and 
the four cities of Ilcms, Hamah, Damascus, and Aleppo were the 
only relics of the Mahometan conquests in Syria. The laws and 
language, the manners and titles, of the French nation and Latin 
church, were introduced into these transmarine colonies. The 
whole legal militia of the kingdom could not exceed 11,000 men, 
a slender^ defence against the surrounding myriads of Saracens and 
Turks ; but the firmest bulwark of Jerusalem was founded on the 
knights of the Hospital of St. John, and of the temple of Solomon ; 
on the strange association of a monastic and military life, which 
fanaticism might suggest, but which policy must approve. The 
flower of the nobility of Europe aspired to wear the cross, and to 
profess the vows, of these respectable orders ; their spirit and disci- 
pline were immortal ; and the speedy donation of 28,000 farms, or 
manors, enabled them to support a regular force of cavalry and 
infantry for the defence of Palestine. The austerity of the convent 
soon evaporated in the exercise of arms : the world w^as scandalised 
by the pride, avarice, and con-uption of these Christian soldiers; 
their claims of immunity and jurisdiction disturbed the harmony of 
the church and state ; and the public peace was endangered by their 
jealous emulation. But in their most dissolute period the knights 
of the hospital and temple maintained their fearless and fanatic cha- 
racter : they neglected to live, but they were prepared to die, in the 
service of Christ ; and the spirit of chivalry, the parent and offspring 
of the crusades, was transplanted by this institution from the holy 
sepulchre to the isle of Malta. 

§ 16. The laws which regulated the new kingdom were contained 
in the Assise of Jerusalem, a precious monument of feudal juris- 
prudence. No sooner had Godfrey of Bouillon accepted the office 
of supreme magistrate than he solicited the public and private ad- 
vice of the Latin pilgrims who were the best skilled in the statutes 
and customs of Europe. From thesq materials, with the counsel 
and approbation of the patriarch and barons, of the clergy and laity, 
he composed the new code, which was deposited in the holy se- 
\)ulcbrc, enriched with the improvements of succeeding times, and 
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respectfully consulted as often as any doubtful question arose in the 
tribunals of Palestine. With the kingdom and city all was lost ; 
the fragments of the written law were preserved by jealous tradition 
and variable practice till the middle of the thirteenth century : the 
code was restored by the pen of John d’lbelin, count of Jaffa, one 
of the principal feudatories ; and the final revision was accomplished 
in the year 1369 for the use of the Latin kingdom of Cyprus. 

§ 16. Two years after the capture of Jerusalem a host of soldiers 
and pilgrims from Lombardy, France, and Germany followed in the 
footsteps of the first crusaders. This expedition is regarded as only 
a supplement to the first crusade, and may be dismissed in a few 
words. Soon after the capture of Jerusalem, a swarm of pilgrims 
moved forward under the command of several princes, among whom 
were the veteran crusaders, Hugh the Great and Stephen of Chartres 
(a.d. 1101). They marched in two columns, and if the first con- 
sisted of 260,000 persons, the second might possibly amount to 
60,000 horse and 100,000 foot. These swarms were destroyed in 
Anatolia by famine, pestilence and the Turkish arrows ; and th.e 
princes only escaped with some squadrons of horse to accomi)lish 
their lamentable pilgrimage. 

§ 17. The emperor Alexius may be compared to the jackal, who 
is said to follow the steps, and to devour the leavings, of the lion. 
Whatever had been his fears and toils in the passage of the first 
emsade, they Avere amply recompensed by the subsequent benefits 
which he derived from the exploits of the Franks. His dexterity 
and vigilance secured their first conquest of Nice, and from this 
threatening station the Turks were compelled to evacuate the neigh- 
bourhood of Constantinople. Wliile the crusaders, Avith blind valour, 
advanced into the midland countries of Asia, the crafty Greek im- 
proved the favourable occasion when the emirs of the sea-coast were 
recalled to the standard of the sultan. The Turks Avere driven from 
the isles of Rhodes and Chios : the cities of Ephesus and Smyrna, 
of Sardes, Pliiladelphia, and Laodicea, Avere restored to the empire, 
Avhich Alexius enlarged from the Hellespont to the banks of the 
Mieander and the rocky shores of Pamphylia. It does not appear 
that the emperor attempted to revive his obsolete claims over the 
kingdom of Jerusalem, but the borders of Cilicia and Syria were 
more recent in his possession, and more accessible to his anns. The 
great army of the crusaders Avas annihilated or dispersed ; the prin- 
cipality of Antioch Avas left without a head by the surprise and 
captivity of Bohemond; his ransom had oppressed him Avith a 
"heavy debt, and his Korman followers were insufficient to repel the 
hostilities of the Greeks and Turks. In this distress Bohemond 
embraced a magnanimous resolution of leaving the defence of Antioch 
to his kinsman the faithful Tancred, of arming the West against tho 
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Byzantine empire, and of executing the design which he inherited 
from the lessons and example of his father Guiscard. His reception 
in France was dignified by the public applause and his marriage 
with the king’s daughter ; and he repassed the Adriatic at the head 
of 5000 horse and 40,000 foot, assembled from the most remote 
climates of Europe. The strength of Durazzo and pnidence of 
Alexius, the progress of famine and approach of winter, eluded his 
ambitious hopes, and the venal confederates were seduced from his 
standard. A treaty of peace suspended the fears of the Greeks, and 
they wore finally delivered by the death of an adversary whom 
neither oaths could bind, nor dangers could appal, nor prosperity 
could satiate. His children succeeded to the principality of Antioch, 
but the boundaries were strictly defined, the homage was clearly 
stipulated, and the cities of Tarsus and Malmistra were restored to 
the Byzantine emperors. Of the coast of Anatolia, they possessed 
the entire circuit from Trebizond to the Syrian gates. The Sel- 
jukian dynasty of Roum was separated on all sides from the sea and 
their Miisulman brethren ; the power of the sultans was shaken by 
the victories and even the defeats of the Franks ; and after the loss 
of Nice they removed their throne to Cogni or Iconium, an obscure 
and inland town above 300 miles from Constantinople. Instead of 
trembling for their capital, the Comnenian princes waged an offen- 
sive war against the Turks, and the first crusade prevented the fall 
of the declining empire. 

§ 18. II. Second Crusade, a.d. 1147-1149. The dangers of the 
Latins in Asia, and the preaching of St, Bernard of Clairvaux, were 
the causes of the second crusade. The Seljukian sultans had followed 
the common law of the Asiatic dynasties, the unceasing round of 
valour, greatness, discord, degeneracy, and decay ; their spirit and 
power were unequal to the defence of religion, and the pious task 
was undertaken by their slaves, the Atabeks, a Turkish name, which 
may be translated by Father of the Prince. Several powerful emirs 
at the court of the Seljuks received this title, but the most distin- 
guished was Zenghi, the governor of Aleppo, which he at length 
erected into an independent principality (a.d. 1127-1145). He first 
proved his arms against the Franks in the defeat of Antioch : 30 
campaigns in the service of the caliph and sultan established his 
military fame ; and he was invested with the command of Mosul, as 
the only champion that could avenge the cause of the prophet. 
The public hope was not disappointed : after a siege of 26 days ho 
stormed the city of Edessa, and recovered from the Franks their 
conquests beyond the Euphrates, and the martial tribes of Curdistan 
were subdued by the independent sovereign of Mosul and Aleppo. 
His son Noureddin (a.d, 1145-1174) gradually united the Mahoi 
metan powers, added the kingdom of Damascus to that of Aleppp, 



559 


A.D, XX47. ST. BERKARD — THE SEGU 'D CRUSADE, 

•» 

and waged a long and successful war agtitst the Christians of Syria ; 
he spread his ample reign from the irgris to the Nile, and the 
Abbassides rewarded their faith^il servant with all the titles and 
prerogatives of royalty. 

§ 19. The fall of Edessa and the conquests of the Ataheks made 
the nations of Europe tremble for the safety of their Latin hrethi*en. 
Their zeal was kindled by the voice of St. Bernard, who, in speech, 
in writing, in action, stood high above his rivals and contemporaries. 
This remarkable man was bom about eight years before the first 
conquest of Jerusalem, of a noble family in Burgundy ; at the age 
of 23 he buried himself in the monastery of Citeaux, then in the. 
primitive fervour of the institution ; at the end of two years he led 
forth her third colony, or daughter, to the valley of Clairvaux in 
Champagne ; and was content, till tlie hour of his death, with the 
liiimble station of abbot of his oa\ti community. By a vow of 
poverty and penance, by closing his eyes against the visible world, 
by the refusal of all ecclesiastical dignities, the abbot of Clairvaux 
became the oracle of Europe, and the founder of IGO convents. In 
the proclamation of the second crusade he shone as the missionary 
and prophet of God, who called tlic nations to the defence of his holy 
sepulchre. At the parliament of Vezelay he spoke before the king ; 
and Louis VII,, with his nobles, received their crosses from his 
hand. The abbot of Clairvaux then marched to the less easy con- 
quest of the emperor Conrad : a phlegmatic people, ignorant of his 
language, was transported by the pathetic vehemence of his tone 
and gestures ; and his progress from Constance to Cologne was the 
triumph of eloquence and zeal. Bernard applauds his own success 
in the depopulation of Europe, and affirms that cities and castles 
were emptied of their inhabitants. The cavalry of the emperor and 
that of the king was each composed of 70,000 knights and their im- 
mediate attendants in the field ; and if the light-armed troops, the 
peasant infantry, the women and children, the priests and monks, 
ho rigorously excluded, the full account will scarcely be satisfied 
with 400,000 souls. The West, from Borne to Britain, was called 
into action ; the kings of Poland and Bohemia obeyed the summons 
of Conrad ; and it is affirmed by the Greeks and Latins, that, in the 
passage of a strait or river, tho Byzantine agents, after a tale of 
900,000, desisted from the endless and formidable computation. 

§ 20. The armies of the second crusade were sufficient to claim 
the conquest of Asia, but they were almost entirely destroyed with- 
out accomplishing any object worthy of their enterprize. Their 
misfortunes commenced in their passage through the Byzantine 
empire. The Greek emperors no longer dreaded the distant' sultan 
of Iconium ; and Manuel Comneuus, who then occupied tho Byzan- 
tipc throne, viewed with terror the approach of these swarms of 
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Western barbarians, who violated the majesty and endangered the 
safety of the empire. It was secretly, and perhaps tacitly, resolved 
by the prince and people to destroy, or at least to discourage, the 
pilgrims by every species of injury and oppression. The Western 
monarchs had stipulated a safe passage and fair market in the 
country of their Christian brethren ; but every engagement was 
violated by treachery and injustice. Instead of an hospitable recep- 
tion, the gates of the cities, both in Europe and Asia, were closely 
barred against the crusaders ; the scanty pittance of food was let 
down in baskets from the walls ; and the bread was poisoned by a 
mixture of chalk and other noxious ingredients. In every step of 
their march they were stopped or misled : the governors had private 
orders to fortify the passes and break down the bridges against them : 
the stragglers were pillaged and murdered : the soldiers and horses 
w’cre pierced in the woods by anwvs from an invisible hand ; the 
sick were burnt in their beds ; and the dead bodies were hung on 
gibbets along the highways. These injuries exasperated the cham- 
pions of the cross, who 'sverc not endowed with evangelical patience ; 
and the Byzantine ininccs, who had provoked the unequal conflict, 
promoted the embarkation and march of these formidable guests. 
The Germans crossed over the Bosporus first ; and, without waiting 
for the French, Conrad, with half the German forces, took the road 
to Iconium ; whilst the other half, under the command of Bishop 
Otho of Freysingen, chose the route of Ephesus. The emperor was 
treacherously misled by the Greek guides into the mountains of 
Cappadocia, which were occupied by the Turks ; and being hemmed 
in on every side, Avas compelled to a disastrous retreat, in which 
he lost the greater part of his troops. The division under Otho 
met with an almost similar fate. Instructed by their example, 
Louis avoided botli the routes Avhich had proved so fatal to the 
Germans, and marched by way of Philadelphia and Smyrna, 
though he Avas subsequently compelled by the want of provisions 
to diverge to Ephesus. Conrad, Avho had accompanied him to the 
latter city, then returned to Constantinople, and borrowed some 
Greek vessels to execute by sea the pilgrimage of Palestine. Louis 
proceeded on his way, gained a victory over the Turks on the 
Masander, but was afterwjirds defeated with great loss, and instead 
of pursuing his expedition by land, Avas rejoiced to shelter the relics 
of his army in the friendly seaport of Satalia. From thence he 
embarked for Antioch ; but so penurious was the supply of Greek 
vessels that they could only afford room for his knights and nobles ; 
and the plebeian crowd of infantry Avas left , to perish at the foot of 
the Pamphylian hills. Tlie emperor and the king embraced and 
Avopt at Jerusalem; their martial trains, the remnant of mighty 
armies, were joined to the Christian powers of Syria, and a fruitless 
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siege of Damascus was tlie final effort of the second crusade. Conrad 
and Louis embarked for Europe with the personal fame of piety and 
courage ; but the Orientals had braved these potent monarchs of tho 
Franks, with whose names and military forces they had been so 
often threatened.. 

§ 21. III. Third Crusade^ A.n. 1189-1192. — The capture of Je- 
rusalem by the celebrated Saladin was the cause of the third crusade. 
Tho Fatimite caliphs in Egypt had become the slaves of their vizirs, 
who usurped the supreme administration of Egypt. The claims of 
the rival candidates were decided by arms ; and the weaker side im- 
plored the dangerous protection of the sultan of Damascus, or the 
king of Jerusalem, the perpetual enemies of the sect and monarchy 
of the Fatimites. The secret zeal and ambition of Noureddin aspired 
to reign in Egypt under the name of the Abbassidcs ; but the re- 
storation of a suppliant vizir was the ostensible motive of the first 
expedition ; and tho success was intrusted to the emir Shiracouh, a 
Curd by birth, and a valiant and veteran commander. Tii three 
successive expeditions Shiracouh became master of Egypt. By the 
command of Noureddin, the Fatimites were deposed : tho caliph 
Mosthadi, of Bagdad, was acknoAvledged in the public prayers as 
the true commander of tho faithful; and the green livery of the 
sons of Ati was exchanged for the black colour of the Abbassides 
(a.d. 1171). 

§ 22. Siracouh had been accompanied in his conquest of Egypt 
by his nephew Saladin, the son of Job or Ayub. . On the death of 
his uncle, the office of grand vizir was bestowed on Saladin, as the 
youngest and least powerful of the emirs ; but his genius obtained 
the ascendant over his equals, and attached the anny to his person 
and interest. While Noureddin lived, Saladin professed himself his 
humble slave ; but tho seasonable death of the sultan relieved the 
ambitious Curd from this ambiguous service ; and the new lord of 
Egypt was decorated by the caliph with every title that could sanc- 
tify his usurpation in the eyes of the people. Nor was Saladin long 
content with the possession of Egypt : he despoiled the Christians of 
Jerusalem, and the Ataboks of Damascus, Aleppo, and Diarbekir : 
Mecca and Medina acknowledged him for their temporal protector : 
his brother subdued the distant regions of Yemen, or the happy 
Arabia ; and at the hour of his death his empire was spread from 
the African Tripoli to the Tigris, and from the Indian Ocean to the 
mountains of Armenia. Saladin was brave, temperate, and chaste : 
his garment was a coarse woollen, and water was his only drink. 
In faith and practice he was a rigid Musulman, and his perusal of the 
Koran, on horseback between the approaching armies, may be quoted 
as a proof, however ostentatious, of piety and courage. The justice 
of his divan was accessible to the meanest suppliant against himself 
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and his ministers ; his liberality was unbounded, and the wealthy 
citizens enjoyed, without fear or danger, the fruits of their industry. 
In a fanatic age, himself a fanatic, the genuine virtues of Saladin 
commanded the esteem of the Christians : the emperor of Germany 
gloried in his friendship ; the Greek emperor solicited his alliance ; 
and the conquest of Jerusalem diffused, and perhaps magnified, his 
fame both in the East and West. 

§ 23. During its short existence the kingdom of Jerusalem was 
supported by the discord of the Turks and Saracens. But the 
powers of Egypt, Syria, and Arabia were now united by an hero 
whom nature and fortune had armed against the Christians. All 
without now bore the most threatening aspect ; and all was feeble 
and hollow in the internal state of Jerusalem. After the two first 
Baldwins, the brother and cousin of Godfrey of Bouillon, the sceptre 
devolved by female succession to Melisenda, daughter of the second 
Baldwin, and her husband Fulk, count of Anjou, the father, by a 
former marriage, of our English Plantagenets. Their two sons, 
Baldwin III, and Amaury, w^aged a strenuous, and not unsuc- 
cessful, war against the infidels ; but the son of Amaury, Baldwin 
IV., was deprived, by the leprosy, a gift of the crusades, of the 
faculties both of mind and body. His sister Sybilla, the mother 
of Baldwin V., was his natural heiress : after the suspicious death 
of her child, she crowned her second husband, Guy of Lusignan, 
a prince of a handsome person, but of base renown. In a.d. 1187 
Saladin at the head of 80,000 horse and foot invaded the Holy 
Land. Guy of Lusignan marched to encounter the invader, but 
was defeated at the battle of Tiberias, with the loss of 30,000 men, 
and fell into the hands of the conqueror. The kingdom was left 
without a head ; and of the two grand masters of the military orders, 
the one was slain and the other was a prisoner. From all the cities, 
both of the sea-coast and the inland country, the garrisons had been 
drawn away for this fatal field : Tyre and Tripoli alone could escape 
the rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three months after the battle of 
Tiberias he appeared in arms before the gates of Jerusalem. Some 
feeble and hasty efforts were made for the defence of the holy city : 
but in the space of 14 days a victorious army drove back the sallies 
of the besieged, planted their engines, opened the wall to the breadth 
of 15 cubits, applied their scaling-ladders, and erected on the breach 
12 banners of the prophet and the sultan. A desperate and suc- 
cessful struggle of the Franks admonished the Sultan that his 
triumph was not yet secure; he listened with reverence to a 
solemn adjuration in tlie name of the common Father of man- 
kind; and consented to accept the city and to spare the inhabi- 
tants. The Greek and Oriental Christians were permitted to live 
under his dominion ; but it was stipulated that in 40 days all 
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the Franks and Latins should evacuate Jerusalem and be safely 
conducted to the seaports of Syria and Egypt. After Jerusalem had 
been delivered from the presence of the strangers, the sultan made 
his triumphant entry, and the great mosque of Omar, which had 
been converted into a church, was again consecrated to one God and 
his prophet Mahomet (a.d. 1187). 

§ 24. The nations might fear and hoj^e the immediate and final 
expulsion of the Latins from Syria, which was yet delayed above a 
century after the death of Saladin. In the career of victory he was 
first checked by the resistance of Tyre ; the troops and garrisons, 
wliich had capitulated, were imprudently conducted to the same 
port : their numbers were adequate to the defence of the place ; and • 
tlie arrival of Conrad of Montferrat inspired the disorderly crowd 
with confidence and union. The Egyptian lleet was allowed to 
enter the harbour of Tyre ; but the chain was suddenly drawn, and 
five galleys were either sunk or taken : a thousand Turks were slain 
in a sally ; and Saladin, after burning his engines, concluded a glo- 
rious campaign by a disgraceful retreat to Damascus (a.d. 1188). 
He was soon assailed by a more formidable tempest. The pathetic 
narratives, and even the pictures, that represented in lively colours 
the servitude and profanation of Jerusalem, awakened the torpid 
sensibility of Ijurope: the enii>cror Frederic Barbarossa, and the 
kings of France and England, Philip Augustus and Richard I., as- 
sumed the cross ; and the tardy magnitude of their armaments was 
anticipated by the maritime states of the Mediterranean and tlie 
Ocean. The skilful and provident Italians first embarked in the 
ships of Genoa, Pisa, and Venice. They were speedily followed by 
the most eager pilgrims of France, Normandy, and the Western 
Isles. Their increasing multitudes could no longer be confined 
within the walls of Tyre, or remain obedient to the voice of Conrad. 
They pitied the misfortunes and revered the dignity of Lusignan, 
who was releaseil from prison, perhaps to divide the army of the 
Franks. He proposed the recovery of Ptolemais, or Acre, 30 miles 
to the south of Tyre ; and the place was first invested by 2000 horse’ 
and 30,000 foot under his nominal command. I shall not expatiate 
on the story of this memorable siege, which lasted near two years 
(a.d. 1189-1191), and consumed, in a narrow space, the forces of 
Europe and Asia. Never did the flame of enthusiasm burn with 
fiercer and more destructive rage. At the sound of the holy trumpet 
the Moslems of Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the Oriental provinces 
assembled under the servant of the prophet : his camp was pitched 
and removed within a few miles of Acre ; and he laboured niglit 
and day for the relief of his brethren and the annoyance of tho 
Franks. Nine battles, not unworthy of the name, ’were fought in 
the neighbourhood of Mount Carmel, with such vicissitude of for- 
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tune, that in one attack the sultan forced his way into the city ; 
that in one sally the Christians penetrated to the royal tent. At 
length, in the spring of the second year, the royal fleets of France 
and England cast anchor in the bay of Acre, and the siege was -nioi-e 
vigorously prosecuted by the youthful emulation of the two kings, 
Philip Augustus and llichard Plantagcnet. After every resource 
had been tried, and every hope was exhausted, the defenders of Acre 
submitted to their fate ; a capitulation was granted, but their lives 
and liberties were taxed* at the hard conditions of a ransom of 
200,000 pieces of gold, the deliverance of 100 nobles and 1500 
inferior captives, and the restoration of the wood of the holy cross. 
By the conquest of Acre the Latin powers acquired a strong town 
and a convenient harbour ; but the advantage was most dearly pur- 
chased. More than 100,000 Christians were slain during the siege, 
and a far greater number was lost by disease or shipwreck. 

§ 25. Frederic Barbarossa had marched by land through the 
Byzantine dominions; but the emperor Isaac Angelus used every 
effort to thwart his progress, and his troops were exposed to the 
same sutFerings and misfortunes as the second crusaders had ex- 
perienced by the secret orders of Manuel Comnenus. Frederic sur- 
mounted these obstacles, and crossed over to Asia in safety. But as 
soon as ho lost sight of Philadelphia and Laodicca, the last cities of 
the Greek frontier, ho plunged into the salt and barren desert, a 
land (says the historian) of horror and tribulation. During 20 days 
every step of his fainting and sickly .march was besieged by the 
innumerable hordes of Turkmans, whose numbers and fury seemed 
after each defeat to multiply and inflame. The emperor continued 
to struggle and to suffer ; and such was the measure of his calami- 
ties, that when he reached tlio gates of Iconium no more than 1000 
knights were able to serve on horseback. By a sudden and resolute 
assault he defeated the guards, and stormed the capital, of the sultan, 
who humbly sued for pardon and peace. The road was now open, 
and Frederic advanced in a career of triumph till he was unfortu- 
nately drowned in a petty torrent of Cilicia (a.d. 1190). The re- 
mainder of his Germans was consumed by sickness and desertion ; 
and the emperor’s son expired, with the greatest part of his Swabian 
vassals, at the siege of Acre. 

§ 26. Philip Augustus and llichard I. are the only kings of 
France and England who have fought under the same banners ; but 
the holy service in which they were enlisted was incessantly dis- 
turbed by their national jealousy ; and the two factions which they 
protected in Palestine were more averse to each other than to the 
common enemy. In the eyes of the Orientals the French monarch 
was superior in dignity and power ; and, in the emperor’s absence, 
the Latins revered him as their temporal chief. His exploits were 
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not adequate to his fame. Philip was brave, but the statesman pre- 
dominated in his character; he was soon weary of sacrificing his 
health and interest on a barren coast : the surrender of Acre became 
the signal of his departure; noi could he justify this unpopular 
desertion by leaving the duke of Burgundy, with 500 knights and 
10,000 foot, for the service of the Holy Land. The king of Eng- 
land, though inferior in dignity, surpassed his rival in wealth and 
military renown : and if heroism be confined.to brutal and ferocious 
valour, Richard Plantagenet will stand high among the heroes of 
the age. The memory of C<mr de Lioriy of the lion-hearted prince, 
was long dear and glorious to his English subjects ; and at the dis- 
tance of 60 years it was celebrated in proverbial sayings by the 
grandsons of the Turks and Saracens against whom he had fought : 
his tremendous name was erai>loyed by the Syrian mothers to silence 
their infants ; and if a horse suddenly started from the way, his 
rider was wont to exclaim, “ Dost thou think king Richard is in 
that bush?” After the surrender of Acre, and the departure of 
Philip, the king of England led the crusaders to the recovery of the 
sea-coast ; and the cities of Caisarea and Jaifa were added to the 
fragments of the kingdom of Lusignan. A march of 100 miles from 
Acre to Ascalon was a great and perpetual battle of 11 days. The 
progress of the crusaders was irresistible ; and it was only by de- 
molishing the walla and buildings of Ascalon that the sultan could 
prevent them from occupying an important fortress on the confines 
of Egypt. During a severe winter the armies slept; but in the 
spring the Franks advanced within a day’s march of Jerusalem, 
under the leading standard of the English king. Saladin had fixed 
his station in the holy city ; but the city was struck with con- 
sternation and discord ; and his Mamalnkes, who remembered the 
fate of their companions at Acre, pressed the sultan to reserve his 
person and their courage for the future defence of the religion and 
empire. The Moslems were delivered by the sudden, or, as they 
deemed, the miraculous, retreat of the Christians ; and the laurels 
of Richard were blasted by the prudence, or envy, of his companions. 
The hero, ascending a hill, and veiling his face, exclaimed with an 
indignant voice, Those who ai’e unwilling to rescue, are unwortliy 
to view, the sepulchre of Christ !” 

During these hostilities a languid and tedious ncgociation between 
the Franks and Moslems was started, and continued, and broken. 
The health both of Richard and Saladin appeared to be in a de- 
clining state ; and they respectively suffered the evils of distant and 
domestic warfare : Plantagenet was impatient to punish a perfidious 
rival who had invaded Normandy in his absence; and the inde- 
fatigable sultan was subdued by the cries of the people, who was 
the victim, and of the soldiers, who were the instrximents, of his 
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martial zeal. The final agreement was equally disapproved by the 
zealots of both parties, by the Homan pontiff and the caliph of Bag- 
dad. It was stipulated that Jerusalem and the holy sepulchre 
should be open, without tribute or vexation, to the pilgiimage of the 
Latin Christians ; that, after the demolition of Ascalon, they should 
inclusively possess the sea-coast from Jaffa to Tyre ; that the count 
of Tripoli and the prince of Antioch should be comprised in the 
truce ; and that, during three years and three months, all hostilities 
should cease (a.b. 11U2). Richard embarked for Europe, to seek a 
long captivity and a premature grave ; and the space of a few 
months concluded the life and glories of Saladin (a.d. 1193). The 
unity of empire was dissolved by his death ; his sons were oppressed 
by the stronger arm of their uncle Saphadin ; the hostile interests 
of the sultans of Egypt, Damascus, and Aleppo were again revived ; 
and the Franks or Latins stood, and breathed, and hoped, in their 
fortresses along the Syrian coast. 

§ 27. IV. V. Fourth and Fifth Crusades^ a.d. 1203 and 1218, 
The noblest monument of a conqueror’s fame, and of the terror which 
ho inspired, is the Saladinc tenth, a general tax, which was imposed 
on the laity and even the clergy of the Latin church for the service 
of the holy war. The practice was too lucrative to expire with the 
occasion ; and this tribute became the foundation of all the tithes 
and tenths on ecclesiastical benefices which have been granted 
by the Roman pontiffs to Catholic sovereigns, or reserved for the 
immediate use of the apostolic see. This pecuniary emolument 
must have tended to increase the interest of the popes in the reco- 
very of Palestine : after the death of Saladin they preached the 
crusade by their epistles, their legates, and their missionaries ; and 
the accomplishment of the pious work might have been expected 
from the zeal and talents of Innocent III. At his voice two 
crusades, the fourth and the fifth, were uiidertaken; but, except 
a king of Hungary, the princes of the second order were at the 
head of the pilgrims ; the forces were inadequate to the design, nor 
did the effects correspond with the hopes and wishes of the pope 
and the j^eople. The fourth crusade (a.d, 1203) was diverted from 
Syria to Constantinoj)le ; and the conquest of the Greek or Roman 
empire by the Latins will form the proper and important subject of 
the next chapter. In the fifth (a.d. 1218), 200,000 Franks were 
landed at the eastern mouth of the Nile. They reasonably hoped 
that Palestine must be subdued in Egypt, the seat and storehouse 
of the sultan ; and after a siege of 16 months the Moslems deplored 
the loss of Damietta. But the Christian army was ruined by the 
pride and insolence of the legato Pelagius, who, in the pope’s name, 
assumed the character of general ; the sickly Franks were encom- 
passed by the waters of the Nile and the Oriental forces ; and it was 
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by the evacuation of Pamietta that they obtained a safe retreat, 
some concessions for the pilgrims, and the tardy restitution of the 
doubtful relic of the true cross. 

§ 28. Frederic II., the grandson of Barbarossa, was successively 
the pupil, the enemy, and tlie victim of the church. At the age of 
21*years, and in obedience to his guardian Innocent III., he assumed 
the cross ; the same promise was repeated at his royal and imperial 
coronations, and his marriage with the heiress of Jerusalem for ever 
bound him to defend the kingdom of his son Conrad. But as 
Frederic advanced in age and authority, he repented of the rash 
engagements of his youth; he no longer entertained the same 
reverence for the successors of Innocent; and his ambition was 
occupied by the restoration of the Italian monarchy from Sicily to 
the Alps. But the success of this project would have reduced the 
ix)pes to their primitive simplicity, and, after the delays and excuses 
of 12 years, they urged the emperor, with entreaties and threats, to 
fix the time and place of his departure for Palestine. He at length 
sailed from Brundusium, with a fleet and army of 40,000 men ; but 
he kept the sea no more than three days, and his hasty retreat, 
which was ascribed by his friends to a grievous indisposition, was 
accused by his enemies as a voluntary and obstinate disobedience. 
For suspending his vow Frederic was excommunicated by Gregory 
IX. ; for presuming, the next year, to accomplish his vow, he was 
again excommunicated by the same pope. While he served under 
the banner of the cross a crusade was preached against him in Italy ; 
and after his return he was compelled to ask pardon for the injuries 
which he had suffered. But he accomplished the objects of the 
crusade without bloodshed ; and the advantageous peace which he 
concluded may be imputed to the discord of the Mahometans, and their 
personal esteem for the character of Frederic. He entered Jerusalem 
in triumph, and with his own hands (for no priest would perform 
the ofiice) he took the crown from the altar of the holy sepulchre 
(a.d. 1228). Frederic obtained from the sultan the restitution not 
only of Jerusalem, but also of Bethlem and Nazareth, of Tyre and 
Sidon ; the Latins were allowed to inhabit and fortify the city ; an 
equal code of civil and religious freedom was ratified for the sec- 
taries of Jesus and those of Mahomet ; and, while the former wor- 
shipped at the holy sepulchre, the latter might pray and preach 
in the mosque of the temple. The clergy deplored this scandalous 
toleration, but every rational object of the crusades was accomplished : 
the churches were restored, the monasteries were replenished, and, 
in the space of 15 years, the Latins of Jerusalem exceeded the num- 
ber of 6,000. This peace and prosperity, for which they were 
ungrateful to their benefactor, was terminated by the imiption of 
tho strange and savage hordes of Carizmians. Flying from the 
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arms of the Moiigiils, those shepherds of the Caspian rolled headlong 
on Syria ; and the union of the Franks with the sultans of Aleppo, 
Hems, and Damascus was insufficient to stem the violence of the 
torrent. Whatever stood against them was cut off by the sword or 
dragged into captivity ; the military orders were almost extpr- 
minated in a single battle ; and in the pillage of the city, in the 
profanation of the holy sepulchre, the Latins confess and regret the 
modesty and discipline of the Turks and Saracens (a.d. 1243). 

§ 29. VI. Sixth Crusade^ a.d. 1249-1254. This crusade was 
undertaken by Louis IX., king of France, who lost his liberty in 
Egypt, and his life on the coast of Africa. Twenty-eight years 
after his death he was canonized at Rome. He united the virtues 
of a king, an hero, and a man ; his martial spirit was tempered by 
the love of private and public justice ; and Louis was the father of 
his people, the friend of his neighbours, and the terror of the infidels. 
Louis sailed to Egypt ; and the strong city of Damietta, which 
had cost his predecessors a siege of IG months, was abandoned on 
the first assault by the trembling Moslems. But Damietta was the 
first and the last of his conquests ; and in the fifth and sixth crusades 
the same causes, almost on the same ground, were productive of simi- 
lar calamities. After a ruinous delay, which introduced into the 
camp the seeds of an epidemical disease, the Franks advanced from 
the sea-coast towards the capital of Egypt, and strove to surmount 
the unseasonable inundation of the Nile which opposed their progress. 
Louis was made i)risoncr, with the greatest part of his nobles ; all 
who could not redeem their lives by service or ransom were inhu- 
manly massacred, and the walls of Cairo were decorated with a 
circle of Christian heads. The king of France was loaded with 
chains, but the generous victor, a great-grandson of the brother of 
Saladin, sent a robe of honour to his royal captive, and his deliver- 
ance, with that of his soldiers, was obtained by the restitution of 
Damietta and the payment of 400,000 pieces of gold. In a soft and 
luxurious climate the degenerate children of the companions of 
Noureddin and Saladin were incapable of resisting the flower of 
European chivalry ; they triumijhcd by the arms of their slaves or 
Mamalukes, the hardy natives of Tartary, who at a tender age had 
been purchased of the Syrian merchants, and were educated in the 
camp and palace of the sultan. But Egypt soon afforded a new 
example of the danger of praitorian bands. In the pride of conquest, 
Touran Shaw, the last of his race, was murdered by his Mama- 
lukes ; and the most daring of the assassins entered the chamber of 
the captive king, with drawn scimitars, and their hands imbrued 
ill the blood of their sultan. The firmness of Louis commanded 
their respect ; their avarice prevailed over cruelty and zeal, the 
treaty .was accomplished, and the king of France, with the relics of 
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liis army, was permitted to embark for Palestine. He wasted four 
years within the walls of Acre, unable to visit Jerusalem, and 
unwilling to return without glory to his native country. 

§ 30. VII. Seventh Crusade^ a.d. 1269-1272. The memory of 
his defeat excited Louis, after 16 years of wisdom and repose, to 
undertake the seventh and last of the crusades. The cross was 
also assumed by Prince Edward, the son of Henry III. of England, 
and by a great number of English knights. The loss of Antioch 
had provoked the enterprise ; a wild hope of baptizing the king of 
Tunis tempted Louis to steer for the African coast ; and the report 
of an immense treasure reconciled his troops to the delay gf their 
voyage to the Holy Land. Instead of a proselyte, he found a siege ; 
the French i)antcd and died on the burning sands ; St. Louis 
expired in his tent ; and no sooner had he closed his eyes than his 
son and successor gave the signal of the retreat (a.d. 1270). But 
the English prince, who had spent the winter in Sicily expecting 
the French king, would not abandon the enterprize. At the head 
of 1,000 soldiers the future conqueror of Wales and Scotland 
delivered Aero from a siege ; marched as far as Nazareth with an 
army of 9,000 men ; emulated the fame of his uncle Richard ; 
extorted, by his valour, a ten years’ truce ; and escaped, with a 
dangerous W'ound, from the dagger of a fanatic assassin, 

§ 31. The conquests of the crusaders were finally extinguished by 
the Mamaluke sultans of Egypt. Antioch was taken in a.d. 1266 ; 
the Latin principality was extinguished ; and the first seat of the 
Christian name was dispeopled by the slaughter of 17,000, and the 
ca]jtivity of 100,000, of her inhabitants. The maritime towns of 
Laodicea, Gabala, Tripoli, Berytus, Sidon, Tyre, and Jaffa, and the 
stronger castles of the Hospitalers and Templars, successively fell ; 
and the whole existence of the Franks was confined to the city and 
colony of St. John of Acre, which, after the loss of Jerusalem, 
became the metropolis of the Latin Christians. In a.d. 1291 the 
sultan Khalil marched against Acre at the head of 60,000 horse 
and 140,000 foot : after a siege of 33 days the Mamalukes made a 
general assault ; the city was stormed, and death or slavery was the 
lot of 60,000 Christians. The king of Jerusalem, the patriarch, and 
the great master of the hospital effected their retreat to the shore ; 
but the sea was rough, the vessels were insufficient, and great 
numbers of the fugitives were drowned before they could reach 
the isle of Cyprus, which might comfort Lusignan for the loss of 
Palestine. By the command of the sultan the churches and fortifi- 
cations of the Latin cities were demolished : a motive of avarice or 
fear still opened the holy sepulchre to some devout and defenceless 
pilgrims : and a mournful and solitary silence prevailed along the 
coast which had so long resounded with the world’s debate. 
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CONQUEST OP CONSTANTINOPLE BY THE LATINS. THE LATIN 
EMPERORS OP CONSTANTINOPLE. 

§ 1. Schism of the Greek and Latin Churches. § 2. Enmity of the Greeks 
and Latins. § 3, Reign of Isaac Angelus: revolt of the Bulgarians, 
§ 4. Usurpation of Alexius Angelus. § 5. The Fourth Crusade. § G. 
State of the Venetians. § 7. Alliance of the French and Venetians. § 8, 
Assembly and departure of tho Crusade from Venice. § 9, Alliance of the 
Crusfulers with the Greek prince, the young Alexius. § 10. Voyage to 
Constantinople. §11. First Siege of Constantinople by the Latins. §12, 
Restoration of the Emperor Isaac Angelus and his son Alexius : their death, 
and renewal of the war, § 13. Second si(^, and pillage of Constantinople. 
§ 14. Election of the Emperor Baldwin I. § 15. Division of the Greek 
empire. § 16. IWolt of the Greeks: emperor of Nice: dukes and 
emperors of Trebizond: despots of Epirus, § 17, The Bulgarian war: 
defeat and death of Baldwin. § 18. Reign of Henry. § 19. Reign of 
Peter of Courtenay, emperor of Constantinople: his captivity and death. 
§ 20. Robert, emperor of Constantinople. § 21, John of Brienne and 
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Baldwin II. emperors of Constantinople. § 22. Progress of the Gredis ; 

Michael Pal^ologus emperor. § 23. Constantinople recovered by the 

Greeks. 

§ 1. The restoration of the Western empire by Charlemagne was 
speedily followed by the separation of the Gpeek and Latin churches. 
A religious and national animosity still divides the two largest com* 
ihuiiions of the Christian world ; and the schism of Constantinople, 
by alienating her most useful allies, and provoking her most dan- 
gerous enemies, precipitated the decline and fall of the Roman empire 
in the East. 

The great difference in creed between the Greek and Latin 
churches relates to the procession of the Holy Ghost. The Latins 
maintain that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, the Greeks assert that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the 
Father bt/ the Son. The addition to the Nicene creed of the word 
fiUoque was first made by the synods of Spain and France in the 
seventh century, and was finally accepted by the Vatican. The 
rules of discipline also vary in the two churches. The craft or 
superstition of Rome has imposed on her priests and deacons the 
rigid obligation of celibacy ; among the Greeks it is confined to the 
bishops; and the jjarochial clei*gy, the papas, enjoy the conjugal 
society of the wives whom they have married before their entrance 
into holy orders. A question concerning the Azyms was fiercely 
debated in the eleventh century", and the essence of the Eucharist 
was supposed in the East and West to depend on the use of 
leavened or unleavened bread. But the immediate cause of the 
schism of the Greeks may be traced in the emulation of the leading 
prelates, who maintained the supremacy of the old metropolis, 
superior to all, and of the reigning capital, inferior to none, in the 
Christian world. After many quarrels the pope’s legates, in 
A.D. 1054, deposited on the altar of St. Sophia a direful anathema, 
which enumerates the seven mortal heresies of the Greeks, and 
devotes the guilty teachers, and their unhappy sectaries, to the 
eternal society of the devil and his angels. Aceording to the 
emergencies of the church and state, a friendly correspondence was 
sometimes resumed ; the language of charity and concord was some- 
times affected ; but the Greeks have never recanted their errors, Uie 
popes have never repealed their sentence ; and from this thunder- 
bolt we may date the consummation of the schism, 

§ 2. The aversion of the Greeks and Latins was nourished and 
manifested in the three first expeditions to the Holy Land. Alexius 
Comnenus contrived the absence at least of the formidable pilgrims : 
his successors, Manuel and Isaac Angelus, conspired with the 
Moslems for the ruin of the greatest princes of the Franks; and 
their crooked and malignant policy was seconded by the active and 
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voluntary obedience of every order of their subjects. The situation 
of Constantinople invites the commerce of the world ; and, in every 
period of her existence, that commerce has been in the hands of 
foreigners. After the decline of Amalphi, the Venetians, Pisans, 
and Genoese introduced their factories and settlements into the 
capital of the empire : they acquired the possession of lands and 
houses, and, after the toleration of a Mahometan mosque, it was im- 
possible to interdict the churches of the Homan rite. The two wives 
of Manuel Comnenus were of the race of the Franks : the first, a 
sister-in-law of the emperor Conrad ; the second, a daughter of the 
prince of Antioch : he obtained for his son Alexius a daughter of 
Philip Augustus king of France ; and he bestowed his own daughter 
on a marquis of Montfcrrat, who was educated and dignified in the 
palace of Constantinople. During the reign of Manuel and that of 
his successor Alexius, the Latins were exposed at Constantinople to 
the reproach of foreigners, heretics, and favourites ; and this triple 
guilt was severely expiated in the tumult which announced the 
return and elevation of Andronicus. The people rose in arms : 
from the Asiatic shore the tyrant despatched his troops and galleys 
to assist the national revenge ; the Latins were slaughtered in their 
houses and in the streets ; and some estimate may be formed of the 
slain from the clemency which sold above 4000 Christians in per- 
petual slavery to the Turks (a.d. 1183). The strangers who escaped 
exposed to Italy and Europe the wealth and weakness, the perfidy 
and malice of the Greeks, whose vices were painted as the genuine 
characters of heresy and schism. The scruples of the first crusaders 
liad neglected the fairest opportunities of securing, by the possession 
of Constantinople, the way to the Holy Land : a domestic revolution 
invited, and almost compelled, the French and Venetians to achieve 
the conquest of the Roman empire of the East. 

§ 3. In the scries of the Byzantine princes I have exhibited the 
hypocrisy and ambition, the tyranny and fall, of Andronicus, the 
last male of the Comnenian family who reigned at Constantinople. 
The revolution which cast him headlong from the throne saved and 
exalted Isaac Angelas (reigned a.d. 1185-1195). The successor 
of a second JSTero might have found it an easy task to deserve the 
esteem and affection of bis subjects : they sometimes had reason to 
regret the administration of Andronicus. Isaac Angelus was one of 
the most despicable of the weak princes that sat upon the Byzantine 
throne ; and in the unworthy hands of Isaac and his brother the 
remains of the Greek empire crumbled into dust. The island of 
Cyprus was usuiped by his namesake, a Comnenian prince ; and by 
a strange concatenation of events, the sword of our English Richard 
bestowed that kingdom on the house of Lusignan, a rich compen- 
sation for the loss of Jerusalem. The Bulgarians and Wallachians, 
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who, since the victory of the second Basil, had supported, above 
170 years, the loose dominion of the Byzantine princes, threw off 
the yoke. After some faint efforts, Isaac Angelus and his brother 
acquiesced in their independence : by the arms and policy of John, 
or Joanniccs, the second kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly esta- 
blished ; and the subtle barbarian sent an embassy to Innocent III, 
to acknowledge himself a genuine son of Rome in descent and reli- 
gion, and humbly received from the pope the licence of coining 
money, the royal title, and a Latin archbishop or patriarch. The 
Vatican exulted in the spiritual conquest of Bulgaria, the first 
object of the schism ; and if the Greeks could have preserved the 
prerogatives of the church, they would gladly have resigned the 
rights of the monarchy. 

§ 4. Isaac Angelus was dethroned by his brother Alexius Ange- 
lus, who during a reign of 8 years (a.d. 1195-1203) was supported 
by tlie masculine vices of his wife Euphrosyne. The unfortunate 
Isaac was deprived of his eyes, and confined in a lonesome tow'er, 
on a scanty allowance of bread and water. At the moment of the 
revolution, his son Alexius, whom he educated in the hope of 
empire, was twelve years of age. He was spared by the usurper, 
and reduced to attend his triumph both in peace and w'ar ; but as 
the army was encamped on the sea-shore, an Italian vessel facili- 
tated the escape of the royal youth; and, in the disguise of a 
common sailor, he eluded the search of his enemies, passed the 
Hellespont, and found a secure refuge in the isle of Sicily. After 
saluting the threshold of the apostles, and imploring the protection 
of Pope Innocent III., Alexius accepted the kind invitation of his 
sister Irene, the wife of Philip of Swabia, king of the Romans. But 
in his passage through Italy he heard that the flower of Western 
chivalry was assembled at Venice for the deliverance of the Holy 
Land ; and a ray of hope was kindled in his bosom that their invin- 
cible swords might be employed in his father’s restoration. 

§ 5. About ten or twelve years after the loss of Jerusalem, the 
nobles of France were again summoned to the holy \var by the voice 
of a third prophet, less extravagant, perhaps, than Peter the 
Hermit, but far below St. Bernard in the merit of an orator and a 
statesman. An illiterate priest of the neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk 
of Neuilly, forsook his parochial duty, to assume the more flattering 
character of a popular and itinerant missionary. No sooner did 
Innocent III. ascend the chair of St. Peter than he proclaimed in 
Italy, Germany, and France, the obligation of a new crusade ; and 
among his legates and orators who blew tho sacred trumpet, FuUt of 
Neuilly was the loudest and most successful. The situation of the 
principal monarchs was averse to the inous summons ; but the 
preacher was heard and obeyed by many of the most powerful barons 
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of France, and by Baldwin, count of Flanders. The principal 
leaders will bo mentioned in the course of the narrative ; but we 
must hot pass over the name of the valiant noble, Jeffrey of Ville- 
hardouin, marshal of Champagne, who has condescended, in the rude 
idiom of his age and country, to write or dictate an original narra- 
tive of the councils and actions in which he bore a memorable part. 
It was resolved to seek the deliverance of Palestine in Egypt ; but 
the fate of so many royal armies displayed the toils and perils of a 
land expedition : the maritime states of Italy were alone possessed 
of the means of transporting the holy waniors with their arms and 
horses ; and six deputies of the Crusaders proceeded to Venice to 
solicit the aid of that powerful republic. 

§ 6. In the invasion of Italy by Attila, I have mentioned the 
flight of the Venetians from the fallen cities of the continent, and 
their obscure shelter in the chain of islands that line the extremity 
of the Adriatic Gulf.* In the midst of the waters, free, indigent, 
laborious, and inaccessible, they gradually coalesced into a republic : 
the first foundations of Venice were laid in the island of Rialto ; and 
the annual election of the twelve tribunes was superseded by the 
permanent office of a duke or doge. The inhabitants of Venice 
owned the authority of the Greek emperors : but the bands of de- 
pendence, which was never absolute or rigid, were imperceptibly 
relaxed by the ambition of Venice, and the weakness of Constanti- 
nople. The sea was their patrimony : the western parts of the 
Mediterranean, from Tuscany to Gibraltar, were indeed abandoned 
to their rivals of Pisa and Genoa ; but the Venetians acquired an 
early and lucrative share of the commerce of Greece and Egypt. 
Their riches increased with the increasing demand of Europe ; their 
manufactures of silk and glass, perhaps tlie institution of their bank, 
are of high antiquity ; and they enjoyed the fruits of their industry 
in the magnificence of public and private life. To assert her flag, to 
avenge her injuries, to protect the freedom of navigation, the re- 
public could launch and man a fleet of 100 galleys ; and the Greeks, 
the Saracens, and the Normans were encountered by her naval arms. 
The primitive government of Venice was a loose mixture of de- 
mocracy and monarchy : the doge was elected by the votes of the 
general assembly : as long as he was popular and successful, he 
reigned with the pomp and authority of a prince ; but in the fre- 
quent revolutions of the state he was deposed, or banished, or slain, 
by the justice or injustice of the multitude. The 12th century pro- 
duced the first rudiments of the wise and jealous aristocracy, which 
reduced the doge to a pageant, and the people to a cipher. 

§ 7. When the six ambassadors of the French pilgrims arrived at 
Venice (a.d. 1201), they were hospitably entertained in the palace 

• See p. 260 . 
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of St. Mark by the reigning duke : his name was Henry Dandolo ; 
and he shone in the last period of human life as one of the most 
illustrious characters of the times. Under the weight of years, and 
after the loss of his eyes, Dandolo retained a sound understanding 
and a manly courage ; the spirit of an hero, ambitious to signalise 
his reign by some memorable exploits ; and the wisdom of a patriot, 
anxious to build his fame on the glory and advantage of his country. 
The proposal of the French was first debated by the six sages who 
had been recently appointed to control the administration of the 
doge ; it was next disclosed to the 40 members of the council of 
state ; and finally communicated to the legislative assembly of 450 
representatives, who were annually chosen in the six quarters of the 
city. Dandolo supported warmly the application of the crusaders : 
his arguments of public interest were approved ; and ho was autho- 
rised to inform the ambassadors of the following conditions of the 
treaty. It was proposed that the crusaders should assemble at 
Venice on the feast of St. John of the ensuing year ; that a sufficient 
number of ships should be prepared for their embarkation ; that 
during a term of nine months they should be supplied with pro- 
visions, and transported to whatsoever coast the service of God and 
Christendom should recpiire ; and that the republic should join the 
armament with a squadron of 50 galleys. It was required that the 
pilgrims should pay, before their departure, a sum of 85,000 marks 
of silver ; and that all conquests, by sea and land, should be equally 
divided between the confederates. The terms were hard ; but the 
emergency was pressing, and the French barons were not less profuse 
of money than of blood. 

§ 8. The French barons elected as their general Boniface marquis 
of Montferrat, descended of a race of heroes, and himself of con- 
spicuous fame in the wars and negociations of the times. Ui)on 
their arrival at Venice they found that their allies had fulfilled, and 
even surpassed, their engagements ; and the fleet of transports, 
ships, and galleys, was ready to hoist sail as soon as the republic 
had received the price of the freight and armament (a.d. 1202). 
But that price far exceeded the wealth of the crusaders who were 
assembled at Venice ; and after all their efforts, 34,000 marks were 
still wanting to complete the stipulated sum. The obstacle was 
removed by the policy and patriotism of the doge, who proposed to 
the barons that, if they would join their arms in reducing some 
revolted cities of Dalmatia, ho would expose his person in the holy 
war, and obtain from the republic a long indulgence, till some 
wealthy conquest should afford the means of satisfying the debt. 
After much scruple and hesitation, they chose rather to accept the 
offer than to relinquish the enterprise ; and the first hostilities of the 
fleet and army were directed against Zara, a strong city of the 
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Slavonian coast, which had renounced its allegiance to Venice^ and 
implored the protection of the king of Hungary. The crusaders 
easily made themselves masters of Zara; and as the season was 
far advanced, they resolved to pass the winter in a secure harbour 
and plentiful country. ^ 

§ 9. The assembly of such formidable powers by sea and land 
had revived the hopes of young Alexius, and both at Venice and 
Zara he solicited the arms of the crusaders for his own restoration 
and his father’s deliverance. He promised, in his own and his 
father’s name, that, as soon as they should be seated on the throne of 
Constantinople, they would terminate the long schism of the Greeks, 
and submit themselves and their people to the lawful supremacy of 
the Roman church. He engaged to recompense the labours and 
merits of the crusaders by the immediate payment of 200,000 marks 
of silver ; to accompany them in person to Egypt ; or, if it should 
be judged more advantageous, to maintain, during a year, 10,000 
men, and, during his life, 500 knights, for the service of the Holy 
Land. These tempting conditions were accepted ; but many pilgrims, 
distinguished for their valour and piety, refused their consent ; they 
alleged the sanctity of their vow, and withdrew from the camp. 

§ 10. Notwithstanding this defection, the departure of the fleet 
and army was vigorously pressed by the Venetians, whose zeal for 
the service of the royal youth concealed a just resentment to his 
nation and family. They were mortified by the recent preference 
which had been given to Pisa, the rival of their trade ; and they 
had a long arrear of debt and injury to liquidate with the Byzantine 
court. No resistance was offered by the Byzantine monarch to the 
passage of the fleet through the Greek seas; and after a pros- 
perous voyage, the crusaders reposed for nine days in Scutari, the 
Asiatic suburb of Constantinople (a.d, 1203). On the tenth day 
they traversed the Bosporus without encountering an enemy or an 
obstacle ; and the 70,000 Greeks, who had been drawn up on the 
opposite shore, fled on their approach. In the first consternation of 
the flying enemy, the Latins resolved, by a double attack, to open 
the entrance of the harbour. The tower of Galata, in the suburb of 
Pera, was attacked and stormed by the French, while the Venetians 
assumed the more diflScult task of forcing the boom or chain that 
was stretched from that tower to the Byzantine shore. After some 
fruitless attempts their intrepid perseverance prevailed ; 20 ships of 
war, the relics of the Grecian navy, were either sunk or taken^ tlie 
enormous and massy links of iron were cut asunder by the shears or 
broken by the weight of the galleys ; and the Venetian fleet, safe 
and triumphant, rode at anchor in the port of Constantinople. By 
these daring achievements a remnant of 20,000 Latins solicited the 
licence of besieging a capital which contained above 400,000 in- 
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habitants, able, though not willing, to bear arros in the defence of theii 
country. Such an account would indeed suppose a population ol 
near 2,000,000 : but whatever abatement may be required in the 
numbers of the Greeks, the hey^fo^ those numbers will equally exalt 
tlie fearless spirit of their assailants. 

§ 11. It was arranged that the French should attack the city by 
land and the Venetians by sea. After ten days incessant labour the 
liatins effected a breach, and attempted to scale the walls ; but they 
were driven back by the numbers that defended the vantage-ground. 
The naval attack was more successful ; the soldiers, who leai)ed 
from the galleys on shore, immediately jdanted and ascended theii 
scaling-ladders, while the large ships, advancing more slowly into 
the intervals, and lowering a drawbridge, opened a way through the 
air from their masts to the rampart. In the midst of the conflict 
the doge, a venerable and conspicuous fomi, stood aloft in complete 
armour on the i^row of his galley. The great standard of St. Mark 
was displayed before him ; his vessel was the first that struck ; and 
Dandolo was the first warrior on the shore. On a sudden, by an 
invisible hand (for the standard-bearer was probably slain), the 
banner of the republic was fixed on the rampart : 26 towers were 
rapidly occupied ; and, by the cruel cxix*diont of fire, the Greeks 
were driven from the adjacent quarter. The doge had despatched 
the intelligence of Ins success, when he was checked by the danger 
of his confederates. Nobly declaring that he would rather die with 
the pilgrims than gain a victory by their destruction, Dandolo re- 
linquished his advantage, recalled his troops, and hastened to the 
scene of action. He found the French encompassed by 00 squadrons 
of the Greek cavalry. Shame and despair had i^rovoked Alexius to 
the last effort of a general sally : but he was awed by the firm 
order and manly asj)ect of the Latins ; and, after skirmishing at a 
distance, withdrew his troops in the close of the evening. The 
silence or tumult of the night exasperated his fears ; and the timid 
usurper, collecting a treasure of 10,000 pounds of gold, basely de- 
serted his wife, his people, and his fortune ; threw himself into a 
bark ; stole through the Bosporus ; and landed in shameful safely 
in an obscure harbour of Thrace. As soon as they were ap])rised of 
liis flight, the Greek nobles sought pardon and i^cace in the dungeon 
where ilio blind Isaac expected each hour the visit of the executioner. 
At the dawn of day hostilities were suspended, and the Latin chiefs 
wore surprised by a message from the lawful and reigning emperor, 
who was impatient to embrace his son and to reward his generous 
deliverers (July 18). 

§ 12. The barons mounted on horseback and introduced the heir 
of Constantinople to the city and palace : his youth and marvellous 
vdventures engaged every heart in his favour, and Alexius was 
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solemnly crowned with his father in the dome of St. Sophia. The 
mixture of two discordant nations in the same capital might have 
been pregnant with mischief and danger ; and the suburb of Galata, 
or Pera, was assigned for the quarters of the French and Venetians, 
It was agreed between the young Alexius and his allies that the 
re-imion of the two churches must be the result of patience and time ; 
but avarice was less tractable than zeal ; and a large sum was 
instantly disbursed to appease the wants and silence the importunity 
of the crusaders. Alexius was alarmed by the approaching hour of 
their departure : their absence would have left him, naked and 
alone, to the caprice and prejudice of a perfidious nation ; and lie 
wished to bribe their stay, the delay of a year, by undertaking to 
defray their expense, and to satisfy, in their name, the freight of the 
Venetian vessels. The offer was agitated in the council of the 
barons ; and, after a repetition of their debates and scruples, a 
majority of votes again acquiesced in the advice of the doge and the 
prayer of the young emperor. At the price of 1600 pounds of gold, 
he prevailed on the marquis of Moiitferrat to lead him with an 
army round the provinces of Europe; to establish his authority, 
and pursue his uncle, while Constantinople was awed by the pre- 
sence of Baldwin and his confederates of France and Flanders. 

By the recent invasion the Greeks were awakened from a dream 
of nine centuries ; from the vain presumption that the capital of the 
Roman empire was impregnable to foreign arms. The strangers of 
the West had violated the city, and bestowed the sceptre, of Con- 
stantine : their Imperial clients soon became as unpopular as them- 
selves : the well-known vices of Isaac were rendered still more 
contemptible by his infirmities, and the young Alexius was hated as 
an apostate who had renounced the manners and religion of his 
country. His secret covenant 'with the Latins was divulged or 
suspected ; the people, and especially the clergy, were devoutly 
attached to their faith and superstition; and every convent, and 
every shop, resounded with the danger of the church and the 
tyranny of the pope. During the absence of marquis Boniface and 
Ills Imperial pupil, Constantinople was visited with a calamity 
which might be justly imputed to the zeal and indiscretion of the 
Flemish pilgrims. In one of their visits to the city they were 
scandalised by the aspect of a mosque or synagogue. They set fire 
to the building of the infidels ; but during eight days and nights 
the conflagration spread above a league in front, from the harbotir to 
the Propontis, over the thickest and most populous regions of the 
city. By this outrage the name of the Latins became still mom 
unpopular; and the colony of that nation, above 15,000 persons, 
consulted their safety in a hasty retreat fiom the city to the protec- 
tion of their standard in the suburb of Pera, The young empenv 
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returned in triumph : his own incT nation, and his father’s advice, 
attached him to his benefactors; but Alexius hesitated between 
gratitude and patriotism, between the fear of his subjects and of his 
allies. By his feeble and fluctuating conduct he lost the esteem and 
confidenpe of both. The Latin chiefs rejicated their demands, resented 
his delays, susixjctcd his intentions, and exacted a decisive answer 
of peace or war. Among the Greeks all authority and wisdom were 
overborne by the impetuous multitude, who mistook their rage for 
valour, their numbers for strength^ and their fanaticism for the sup- 
port and inspiration of Heaven. The author of the tumult was a 
prince of the house of Ducas ; and his common appellation of 
Alexius must be discriminated by the epithet of Mourzoufle, which 
in the vulgar idiom expressed the. close junction of his black and 
shaggy eyebrows. He insinuated himself into the favour and con- 
tidcnce of Alexius, and by a stratagem seized the young emperor, 
and after a few days confinement put him to death. The emperor 
Isaac Angelus soon followed his son to the grave ; and Mourzoufle, 
perhaps, might spare the superfluous crime of hastening the extinc- 
tion of impotence and blindness (a.d. 1204). 

§ 13. The death of the emperors, and the usurpation of Mour- 
zoufle, had changed the nature of the quarrel. The French and 
Venetians forgot their complaints against Alexius, and swore 
revenge against the perfidious nation who had crowned his assassin. 
The second siege of Constantinople was far more laborious than the 
first. Near three months, without excepting tlie holy season of 
Lent, were consumed in skirmishes and preparations, before the 
Latins were ready or resolved for a general assault. The land forti- 
fications had been found impregnable ; and it was therefore deter- 
mined to attack the city from the harbour. Tlie first assault was 
repelled ; but the second was crowned with success. Four towers 
were scaled ; three gates were burst open ; the Latins entered the 
city under the banners of their leaders ; and either design or acci- 
dent kindled a third conflagration, which consumed in a few houra 
the measure of three of the largest cities of France. In the close 
of evening the barons checked their troops and fortified their sta- 
tions : but in the morning a suppliant procession, with crosses and 
images, announced the submission of the Greeks and deprecated the 
wrath of the conquerors : the usurper escaped through the golden 
gate ; and the empire, which still bore the name of Constantine 
and the title of Boman, was subverted by the arms of the Latin 
pilgrims. Constantinople had been taken by storm; and no re- 
straints except those of religion and humanity were imposed on the 
conquerors by the laws of war. Their cruelty and lust were mode- 
rated by the authority of the chiefs and feelings of the soldiers ; but 
a free scope was allowed to their avarice, which was glutted, even 
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in the holy week, by the pillage of the dity. The magnitude of 
the prize surpassed the largest scale of experience or expectation. 
After the whole had been equally divided l^tween the French and 
Venetians, 50,000 marks were deducted to satisfy the debts of the 
former and the demands of the latter. The residue of the French 
amounted to 400,000 marks of silver, about 800,000 pounds ster- 
ling ; nor can I better appreciate the value of that sura in the public 
and private transactions of the age than by defining it as seven times 
the annual revenue of the kingdom of England. 

§ 14. After the death of the lawful princes, the French and 
Venetians, confident of justice and victory, agreed to divide and 
regulate their future possessions. It was stipulated by treaty that 
twelve electors, six of cither nation, should be nominated ; and that 
a majority should choose the emperor of the East. To him, with 
all the titles and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne, they assigned 
a fourth part of the Greek monarchy. It was defined that the three 
remaining portions should be equally shared between the republic of 
Venice and the barons of France; that each feudatory, with an 
honourable exception for the doge, should acknowledge and perform 
the duties of homage and miliUry service to the supreme head of the 
enqure ; and that the nation which gave an emperor should resign to 
their brethren the choice of a patriarch. After the conquest of Con- 
stantinojdo by the Latins, the treaty was confirmed and executed ; 
and the first and most imi)ortant step was the creation of an 
empemr. A just impulse of respect and gratitude prompted the 
twelve electors to crown the virtues of the doge : but the patriot 
Dandolo was devoid of all personal ambition, and his nomination 
was overruled by the Venetians themselves. The exclusion of the 
doge left rpon^for the more equal merits of Boniface and Baldwin. 
The marquis of Montferrat was recommended by his mature ago 
and fair reputation, by the choice of the adventurers, and the wishes 
of the Greeks. But the count of Flanders was the chief of a wealthy 
and warlike people ; he was valiant, pious, and chaste ; in the prime 
of life, since he was only 32 years of age ; a descendant of Charle- 
magne, and a cousin of the king of France. The electors decided 
in favour of Baldwin. Boniface was the first to kiss the hand of 
his rival, and to mise him on the buckler ; and Baldwin was trans- 
ported to the cathedral, and solemnly invested with the purple 
buskins. At the end of ^hreo weeks he was crowned by the legate, 
in the vacancy of a patriarch ; but the Venetian clergy soon -filled 
the chapter of St. Sophia, and seated Thomas Morosini on the eccle- 
siastical throne. 

§ 15. In the division of the Greek provinces the share of the 
Venetians was more ample than that of the Latin emperor. No 
more than one-fourth was appropriated to his domain ; a clear moiety 
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of the remainder was reserved for Venice ; and the other moiety was 
distributed among the adventurers of France and Lombardy, The 
venerable Dandolo was proclaimed despot of Romania, but ended at 
Constantinople his long and glorious life. The Venetians formed a 
chain of factories, and cities, and islands, along the maritime coast, 
from the neighbourhood of Ragusa to the Hellespont and the Bos- 
porus. The marquis Boniface became king of Thessalonica or 
Macedonia. The lots of the Latin pilgrims were regulated by 
chance, or choice, or subsequent exchange ; and they abused, witli 
intemperate joy, their triumph over the lives and fortunes of a great 
people. 

§ 16. Two fugitives, who had reigned at Constantinople, still as- 
serted the title of emperor. A domestic alliance, and a common in- 
terest induct'd the more recent usurper to unite with the former 
the relics of his power. Moiirzoufle was received with smiles and 
honours in the camp of 
Alexius ; but he was 
shortly afterwards de- 
prived of his eyes, strip- 
j^ed of his troops and 
treasures, and turned out 
to wander. As the tymiit 
was stealing over to Asia, silver coin of Alexins II., emperor of Treblzond, from 
he was seized by the the British Museum. Obverse: AXc/HmN 

Latins of Constantinople, CAXetw o Ko^xin^rds); omperor on horseback, 

and condemned, after an ev*™*); saint 

ojxjn trial, to Ix) cast 

down headlong from the Theodosian column, a pillar of white 
marble of 147 feet in height. The fate of Alexius Is less tragical : 
he was sent by the marquis a captive to Italy, and a gift to the 
king of the Romans ; but his daughter, before the national calaniitj", 
had been given in marriage to a young hero, who continued the 
succession, and restored the throne of the Greek princes. The 
valour of Theodore Lascaris Avas signalised in the two sieges of 
Constantinople. After the fall of the city 1'heodore retired to 
breathe the air of freedom in Anatolia. Under the title, at first 
of despot, and afterwards of emperor, he drcAV to his standard the 
bolder spirits. Nice, where Theodore established his residence, Priisa 
and Philadelphia, Smyrna and Ephesus, opened their gates to their 
deliverer : and the successor of Constantine preserved a fragment of 
the empire from the banks of the Moeandcr to the suburbs of Nico- 
media, and at length of Constantinople. Another portion, distant 
and obscure, was possessed by the lineal heir of the Comneni, a son 
of the virtuous Manuel, a grandson of the tyrant Andronicus. His 
name Avas Alexius : by the indulgence of the Angeli, he was ap- 
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pointed governor or duke of Trebizond : his birth gave him ambition, 
the revolution independence ; and without changing his title, he 
reigned in peace from Sinope to the Phasis, along the coast of the 
P>lack Sea. The title of emperor was first assumed by the grandson 
of Alexius. In the West a third fragment was saved from the com- 
mon shipwreck by Michael, who founded a strong and conspicuous 
principality in Epirus, iEtolia, and Thessaly, which have ever been 
peopled by a warlike race. The Greeks, who had offered their ser- 
vice to their new sovereigns, were excluded by the haughty Latins 
from all civil and military honours, as a nation born to tremble and 
obey. As long as the crusaders were united at Constantinople, the 
memory of their conquest, and the terror of their arms, imposed 
silence on the captive land : their dispersion betrayed the smallness 
of their numbers and the defects of their discipline ; and some 
failures and mischances revealed the secret that they were not in- 
vincible. As the fear of the Greeks abated, their hatred increased. 
They murmured ; they conspired ; and before a year of slavery had 
elapsed, they implored, or accejitcd, the succour of a barbarian, 
whoso power they had felt, and whose gratitude they trusted. 

§ 17. The Latin conquerors had been saluted with a solemn and 
early embassy from John, or Calo-John, the revolted chief of the 
Bulgarians and Wallachians. He deemed himself their brother, as 
the votary of the Roman pontiff, from wliora he had received the 
regal title and an holy banner; and in the subversion of the Greek 
monarchy he might aspire to the name of their friend and accom- 
plice, But Calo-John was astonished to find that the count of 
Flanders had assumed the pomp and pride of the successors of Con- 
stantine ; and his ambassadors were dismissed with an haughty 
message, that jjie rebel must deserve a pardon by touching with his 
forehead the footstool of the Imperial throne. His policy watched 
the rising discontent of the Greeks, and promised that their first 
struggles for freedom should be supported by his person and king- 
dom. The conspiracy was propagated by national liatred, the firmest 
band of association and secrecy ; the Greeks were impatient to sheath 
their daggers in the breasts of the victorious strangers ; but the exe- 
cution was prudently delayed till Henry, the emperor’s brother, had 
transported the flower of his troops beyond the Hellespont, Most 
of the towns and villages of Thrace were true to the moment and 
the signal ; and the Latins, without arms or suspicion, were slaugh- 
tered by the vile and merciless revenge of their slaves. The^wcice 
of fame and fear announced the revolt of the Greeks and the rapid 
approach of their Bulgarian ally ; and Calo-John, not depending 
on the forces of his own kingdom, had drawm from the Scythian 
wilderness a body of 14,000 Cunians, who drank, as it was said, the 
blood of their captives, and sacrificed the Christians on the altars of 
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Ijieir Gods. Alarmed by this sudden and growing danger, the em- 
peror despatched a swift messenger to recall Count Henry and his 
troops ; but without expecting the return of his gallant brother, 
Baldwin took the field with a small force, and proceeded to besiege 
the rebels of Adrianople. The Latins were soon interrupted by 
the light cavalry of the Cumans, who fled before their first charge ; 
but when the knights and their horses were almost breathless, the 
Cumans, like the Parthians, suddenly turned, rallied, and encom- 
passed the heavy squadrons of the Franks. Many of the knights 
were slain, and the emperor was made prisoner (a.d. 1205). 

§ 18. Baldwin died in the prisons of Bulgaria ; but above a year 
elapsed before the Latins could be assured of his death, before his 
brother, the regent Henry, would consent to assume the title of 
emperor (a.d. 120G-121G). In the support of the Eastern empire 
Henry was gradually left without an associate, as the heroes of the 
crusade retired from the world or from the war. The doge of Ve- 
nice, the venerable Dandolo, in the fulness of years and glory, sunk 
into the grave ; and the marquis of Montferrat, who had advanced 
to revenge Baldwin, was slain by the Bulgarians among the hills of 
Bhodope. But the character of Henry was not unequal to his ar- 
duous situation : his courage was tempered with a degree of prudence 
unknown to his imi)etuous brother; and though he cautiously pro- 
vided for the success of his arms, the drooping Latins were often 
roused by liis example to save and to second their fearless emperor. 
But such efforts, and some supplies of men and money from France 
were of less avail than the errors, the cruelty, and death of their 
most formidable adversary. When the despair of tlie Greek sub- 
jects invited Calo-John as their deliverer, tliey hoped that he would 
protect their liberty and adopt their laws ; they wer^ soon taught to 
compare the degrees of national ferocity, and to execrate the savage 
conqueror, who no longer* dissembled his intention of dispeopling 
Thrace, of demolishing the cities, and of transplanting the inha- 
bitants beyond the Danube. They raised a cry of grief and repent- 
ance to the throne of Henry ; the enq^eror alone had the magnanimity 
to forgive and trust them. The Bulgarians retired before his arms, 
and the savage, with shame and loss, was compelled to relinquish 
his prey. He was stabbed in the night in his tent; and after 
several victories the prudence of Henry concluded an honourable 
jxiace with the successor of the tyrant, and with the Greek princes 
of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded some doubtful limits, an ample 
kingdom was reserved for himself and his feudatories; and his 
reign, which lasted only ten years, afforded a short interval of pros- 
f)erity and peace. 

§ 19. llie virtuous Henry died at Thessalonica in the defence of 
that kingdom, and of an infant, the son of his friend Boniface. In. 
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the two first emperors of Constantinople the male line of the counts 
of Flanders was extinct. But their sister Yolande was the wife of 
Peter of Courtenay, count of Auxerre, whom the Latins now invited 
to assume the empire of the East. Peter passed the Alps, and was 
transported across the Adriatic by the Venetians ; but, in his journey 
over land from Durazzo to Thessalonica, he was arrested by the 
despot of Epirus and died in captivity (a.d. 1217-1219). 

§ 20. The long ignorance of his fate, and the presence of Yolande, 
his wife or widow, delayed the proclamation of a new emperor. In 
the midst of her grief, she was delivered of a son, who was named 
Baldwin, the last and most unfortunate of the Latin princes of Con- 
stantinople. His birth endeared him to the barons of Romania ; 
but his childhood would have prolonged the troubles of a minority, 
and Robert, the second of the sons of Peter and Yolande, was called 
to the throne of Constantinople (a.d. 1221 -1228). His reign was an 
.a'ra of calamity and disgrace; and the colony, as it was styled, of 
New France yielded on all sides to the Greeks of Nice and Epirus. 
Theodore Angelas, despot of Epirus, entered the kingdom of ^Phes- 
salonica ; expelled the feeble Demetrius, the son of the marquis 
Boniface ; erected his standard on the walls of Adrianoplc ; and 
added, by his vanity, a third or a fourth name to the list of rival 
emperors. The relics of the Asiatic province were swept away by 
John Vataces, the son-in-law and successor of ^J'heodore Lascaris, 
who, in a triumphant reign of 33 years, displayed the virtues both 
of peace and war (a.d. 1222-1255). 

§ 21. In the seven years of his brother’s reign, Baldwin of Cour- 
tenay had not emerged from a state of childhood, and the barons of 
Romania felt the strong necessity of placing the sceptre in the liands 
of a man and an hero. They therefore agi*eed to invest John of 
Brienne for his life with the title and prerogatives of emperor, on 
the sole condition that Baldwin should marry his second daughter, 
and succeed at a mature age to the throne of Constantinople. John 
of Brienne had been one of the most distinguished heroes in the 
fifth crusade, and possessed the titular kingdom of Jerusalem by 
his marriage with Mary, the daughter of Isabella and Conrad of 
Montferrat, and the grand-daughter of Almcric or Amaury. The 
expectation, both of the Greeks and Latins, was kindled by the re- 
nown, and the presence of John of Brienne ; but avarice, and the 
love of ease, appear to have chilled the ardour of enterprise ; and 
a few years rolled away without action or honour, till he was 
awakened by the dangerous alliance of Vataces emperor of Nice, 
and of Azan king of Bulgaria. They besieged Constantinoxde by 
sea and land ; but the Latin emperor, instead of defending the city, 
made a sally at the head of his cavalry, and destroyed the squadrons 
of the enemy. Fired by his example, the infantry and the citizens 
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boarded the vessels that anchored close to the walls ; and twenty- 
five were dragged in triumph into the harbour of Constantinople. 
At the summons of the emperor, the vassals and allies armed in 
her defence ; broke through every obstacle that opposed their pas- 
sage ; and, in the succeeding year, obtained a second victory over 
the same enemies. Baldwin II. succeeded to the imperial dignity 
on the decease of his adoptive father (a.d. 1237-1261). 

§ 22. The Latins of C3onstantinople were on all sides encompassed 
and pressed : their sole hope, the last delay of their ruin, was in the 
division of their Greek and Bulgarian enemies ; and of this hope 
they were deprived by the superior arms and policy of JeJin Vatact^s 
emperor of Nice. From the IVojiontis to the rocky coast of Parn- 
j)hylia, Asia was peaceful and prosperous under his reign ; and the 
events of every campaign extended his influence in Kurope. The 
strong cities of the hills of Macedonia and Thrace were rescued from 
the Bulgarians, and their kingdom was circumscribed by its present 
and proper limits along the southern banks of the Danube. After 
some resistance, the kingdom of Thcssalonica was united to the 
empire of Nice ; and Vataccs reigned without a competitor from the 
Turkish borders to the Adriatic gulf. But his death, the short and 
busy reign of Theodore his son (a.d. 1 255-1259), and the helpless 
infancy of his grandson John, susixinded the restoration of the 
Greeks. The guardian of the young prince was Michael PahTologus, 
the most illustrious, in birth and nierit, of the Greek nobles. His 
numerous friends and partizans urged that the youth of the emperor, 
and the imi)endiiig dangers of a minority, required the sup]X)rt of an 
associate raised above the envy of his equals, and invested with the 
names and prerogatives of royalty. It was agreed that John and 
Michael should be proclaimed as joint cmixjrore; hut on the day of 
the coronation, and in the cathedral of Nice, the adherents of Palas- 
ologus most vehemently urged the just priority of his age and merit. 
The unseasonable dispute was eluded by postponing to a more con- 
venient opportunity the coronation of John Lascaris; and lie walked 
with a slight diadem in the’traiu of his guardian, who alone received 
the Imperial crown from the hands of the patriarch (a.d. 1260). 

§ 23. As soon as Pala3ologus was seated on the throne, he resolved 
to expel the Latins from Constantinople. He visited in person and 
strengthened the troops and fortifications of Thrace ; and the next 
spring his favourite general, Alexius Strategopulus, whom he had 
decorated with the title of Caesar, passed the Hellespont with 800 
horse and some infantry on a secret expedition. The adjacent 
temtory between the Propontis and the Black 8ea was cultivated 
by an hardy race of peasants and outlaws, exercised in amis, 
uncertain in their allegiance, but inclined by Ungui^e, religion, 
ind present advantage, to the party of the Greeks. They wtro 
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styled the vdmiteers^ and l>y their free service the army of 
Alexius, with the regulars of Thrace and the Cuman auxiliaries, 
was augmented to the number of 25,000 men. The weakness of 
Constantinople and the distress and terror of the Latins were fami- 
liar to the observation of the volunteers; and they represented the 
present moment as the most propitious to surprise and conquest. 
Alexius left his main body to second and support his operations, 
and advanced unperceived in the night with a chosen detachment. 
While some applied scaling-ladders to the lowest part of the walls, 
an old Greek introduced their companions through a subterraneous 
passage ii^to his house; on the inside they broke an entrance 
through the golden gate, which had been long obstructed; and 
the conqueror was in the heart of the city before the Latins were 
conscious of their danger. The Greeks of Constantinople remem- 
bered their native sovereigns ; every quarter was in arms ; and 
the air resounded with a general acclamation of “ Long life and 
victory to Michael and Jolm, the august emperors of the Romans T’ 
(a.d. 1261.) Their rival, Baldwin, was awakened by the sound ; 
but the most 2 )ressing danger could not prompt him to draw his 
sword in the defence of a city which he deserted perhaps with 
more pleasure than regret : he fled from tlie palace to the sea-shore, 
where he embarked on board the Venetian galleys. From the 
loss of Constantinople to his death Baldwin consumed thirteen years 
soliciting the Catholic powers to join in his restoration. His son 
Philip was the heir of an ideal empire; and the pretensions of 
his daughter Catherine were transported by her marriage to Charles 
of Valois, the brother of Philip the Fair, king of France. 



Seal of Baldwin II. (Du Cange, Famllia Byaanlina, p. 216.) Oliversc; BAAAOINOC 
AECUOTHC IlOP<MPOrENNIlTOC O «tAHNAPAC (BaXfioivos 5e<riroTiK ITop«/)i;- 
poyei/ififro^ 6 *Xi|i/6paO. Reverse ; b, di. gra. impaior. roman. SEP. aTo. (ttildulnus 
Del gratia imperaior Romanorum semper Augustus). 



Tuu Eini)er<>r JMichael PaUuologus niid liis wife 'riieodoru, with their sou CoUbtaniiiie 
between them. From a painting in a church at Constantinople. (Du Cange, 
Jlistoria Bjrzantina, p. 233.) 


CIIAPTEB XXXV. 

RETGXS OF THE GREEK EMPERORS, MICHAEL PAL.EOLOGUB, THE ELDER 
AND THE YOUNGER ANDRONICUS, JOHN CANTACUZENE, AND JOHN 
PAL^OLOGUS. 

§ 1. Return of the Greek emperor to Constantinople. § 2. Reign of Michael 
Pal.®ologus. § 3. His union with the Latin Church. § 4. Charles of 
Anjou subdues Naples and Sicily, and threatens the Greek empire. § 5. 
The Sicilian vespers ; defeat of Charles. § 6. The service and war of the * 
Catalans in the Greek empire. § 7. Andronicus the Elder emperor: 
dvil wars between the elder and younger Andronicus. § 8. Reign of 
Andronicus the Younger, § 9. Reigns of John Cantacuzene and 
John Pal;eoloous. § 10. The Genoese war. 

§ 1. Michael mado his triumphal entry into Constantinople only 

twenty days after tlio expulsion of the Latins. The French barons 
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and the principal families had retired with their emperor, hut the 
patient and humble crowd of Latins was attached to the country, 
and indifferent to the change of masters. Instead of banishing 
the factories of the Pisans, Venetians, and Genoese, the prudent 
conqueror accepted their oaths of allegiance, encouraged their in- 
dustry, confirmed their privileges, and allowed them to live under 
the jurisdiction of their proper magistrates. Of these nations the 
Pisans and Venetians preserved their respective quarters in the 
city ; but the Genoese, who had assisted Alexius in the recovery of 
Constantinople, were settled in the exclusive possession of the suburb 
of Galata, an advantageous post, in which they revived the com- 
merce and insulted the majesty of the Byzantine empire. 

§ 2. The recovery of Constantinople was celebrated as the rora of 
a new empire ; the confjucror, alone, and by tlic right of the sword, 
renewed his coronation in the church of St. Sophia ; and John Las- 
caris, his pupil and lawful sovereign, was deprived of his eyes, and 
removed to a distant castle, where he spent many years in privacy 
and oblivion. 'J’he establishment of his family was the motive, or 
at least the pretence, of the crime of Palaeologiis ; and he was 
impatient to confirm the succession, by sharing with his eldest son 
the honours of the purple. Andronicus, afterwards sumamed the 
Elder, was proclaimed and crowned emperor of the Romans in the 
fifteenth year of his age ; and, from the first ajra of a prolix and 
inglorious reign, he held that august title 9 years as the colleague, 
and 46 as the successor, of his father (a.d. 1282-1328). Michael 
himself, had he died in a private station, would have been thought 
more worthy of the empire ; but the assaults of his temporal and 
spiritual enemies left him few moments to l.abour for his own fame 
or the happiness of his subjects, lie wrested from the Franks 
several of the noblest islands of the Archipelago — Lesbos, Chios, 
and Rhodes : his brother Constantine was sent to command in 
Malvasia and Sparta ; and the eastern side of the Morea, from 
Argos and Napoli to Cape Taenarus, was repossessed by the Greeks. 
J3ut in the prosecution of these western conquests the countries 
beyond the Hellespont were left naked to the Turks. The victories 
of Michael were achieved by his lieutenants ; his sword rusted in 
the palace ; and, in the transactions of the emperor with the popes 
and the king of Naples, his political arts were stained with cruelty 
and fraud. 

§ 3. The cause of Baldwin, the fugitive emperor, was espoused hy 
the pope Urban IV., and his successor Gregoiy X., by whose orders 
a crusade was preached against the schismatic Greeks. I'o avert this 
danger Michael consented to a reconciliation with the Latin church, 
and sent an embassy to Rome, instructed to comply with the demands 
of the pope (a.d, 1277). The ambassadors were received in the general 
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council of liyons by Gregory X., who rejoiced in the union of tlie 
East and West, which bad been reserved for his reign. To con- 
summate this pious work the Byzantine deputies were speedily 
followed by the pope’s nuncios; but they found a country with- 
out a friend, a nation in which the names of Home and Union were 
pronounced with abhorrence. By the joint suffrage of the new and 
the* ancient Horne, a sentence of excommunication was pronounced 
against the obstinate schismatics : the censures of the church were 
executed by the sword of Michael ; and on the failure of persuasion, 
he tried the arguments of prison and exile, of whipping and muti- 
lation. But while his violence Avas abhorred at Constantinople, at 
Home his slowness was arraigned, and his sincerity suspected ; till 
at length ]X)pe Martin iV. excluded the Greek emperor from the pale 
of a church into which he was striving to reduce a schismatic people. 
No sooner had the tyrant expired than the union was dissolved and 
abjured by unanimous consent ; and his son Andronicus, after 
weeping tlie sins and errors of his youth, most piously denied his 
lather the burial of a prince and a Christian. 

§ 4. Among the Western jiowcrs, -who threatened the throne of 
Michael, the most formidable neighl)oiir was the sovereign of the 
Two Sicilies. These countries were now possessed by Charles count 
of Anjou and rrovence, the brother of St. I^ouis, who had con- 
quered and slain in battle Mainfroy, the bastard of Frederic II, 
(a.d. 1206.) Naples and Sicily were immediately peopled with a 
warlike race of French nobles; and their aspiring leader resolved to 
direct his arms against the Byzantine emjhre. Ilis daughter Beatrice 
was promised to Bhilip, son and heir of the emperor Baldwin ; and 
his generous father distributed among his allies the kingdoms and 
provinces of the East. The hostile league against tlie Greeks, of 
Philip the I^atin emperor, the king of the Two Sicilies, and the 
republic of Venice, was ripened into execution ; and the election of 
Martin IV., a French pope, gave a sanction to the cause. The ruin 
of Constantinople seemed inevitable ; but a memorable conspiracy 
in Sicily saved the Greek empire. 

§ 5. Among tlie proscribed adherents of the house of Swabia, 
John of Procida forfeited a small island of that name in the hay of 
Naples. His birth was noble, hut his education was learned ; and 
in the poverty of exile he was relieved by the practice of physic, 
which he had studied in the school of Salerno. Fortune had left 
him nothing to lose, except life; and to despise life is the first 
qualification of a rebel. ^Jlie new kingdoms of Charles were 
atfiictcd by every species of fiscal and military oppression: the 
hatred of Naples was repressed by his presence; but the looser 
government of his vicegerents excited the contempt, as well as tlie 
aversion, of the Sicilians, and the island was roused to a sense of 
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freedom by the eloquence of Procida. In the confidence of foredgu 
aid, he successively viaited the courts of the Greek emi^cror, and ot 
Peter king of Arragon, who possessed the Tnaritime countries of 
Valentia and Catalonia. To the ambitious Peter a crown was pre- 
sented, which he might justly claim by his marriage witli the 
daughter of Mainfroy, and by the dying voice of Conradin, who 
from the scaffold had cast a ring to his heir and avenger. Pala:^>lo- 
gus was easily persuaded to divert his enemy from a foreign war by 
a rebellion at home ; and a Greek subsidy of 25,000 ounces of gold 
was n)ost profitably applied to arm a Catalan fleet, which sailed 
under an holy banner to the specious attack of the Saracens of 
Africa. In the disguise of a monk or beggar, the indefatigable 
missionary of revolt flew from Constantinople to Home, and from 
Sicily to Saragossa : the treaty was sealed with the signet of pope 
Nicholas himself, the enemy of Charles ; and his deed of gift trans- 
ferred the fiefs of St. Peter from the house of Anjou to that of 
Arragon. So widely diflused and so freely circulated, the secret 
was preserved above two years with impenetrable discretion ; and 
each of the conspirators imbibed the maxim of Peter, who declared 
that he would cut off his left hand if it were conscious of the inten- 
tions of his right. The mine was prepared with deep and danger- 
ous artifice ; but it may bo questioned whether the instant explo- 
sion of Palermo were the effect of accident or design. 

On the vigil of Easter a procession of the disai mcd citizens visited 
a church without the walls, and a noble damsel was rudely insulted 
by a French soldier, Tlie ravisher was instantly punished with 
death ; and if the people was at first scattered by a military force, 
their numbers and fury prevailed : the conspirators seized the 
opportunity ; the flame spread over the island, and 8000 French 
were exterminated in a promiscuous massacre, which has obtained 
the name of the Sicilian Vespers (a.d. 1282, March 30). From 
every city the banners of freedom and the church were displayed : 
the revolt was inspired by the presence or the soul of Procida ; and 
Peter of Arragon, who sailed from the African coast to Palermo, 
was saluted as the king and saviour of the isle. The fleet and army 
of Charles, which already filled the seaports of Italy, were hastily 
recalled from the service of the Grecian war ; and the situation of 
Messina exposed that town to the first storm of liis revenge. The 
despair of the Messinese gave them courage: Peter of Arragion 
approached to their relief, and his rival was driven back by the 
failure of provision and the terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian 
shore. At the same moment the Catalan admiral, the famous Roger 
de Loria, swept the channel with an invincible squadron : the French 
fleet was either burnt or destroyed ; and the same blow assured the 
Afidependence of Sicily and the safety of the Greek emjfire. From 
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this disastrous motnent the life of Charles was a series of misfoi - 
tunes : his capital was insulted, his son was made prisoner, and hr 
sunk into the grave without recovering the isle of Sicily, which, 
after a war of 20 years, was finally severed from the throne of 
Naples, and transferred, as an independent kingdom, to a younger 
branch of the house of Arragon. 

§ G. The first Pala3ologus had saved his empire by involving the 
kingdoms of the West in rebellion and blood ; but from these seeds 
of discord uprose a generation of iron men, who assaulted and 
endangered the empire of his son. After tlic peace of Sicily many 
thousands of Genoese, Catalans^ &c., who had fought by sea and 
land under the standard of Anjou or Arragon, were blended into one 
nation by the resemblance of their manners and interest. They 
enlisted in the service of the Greek emx^eror, and under the com- 
mand of Roger de Flor, the most popular of their chiefs, they 
defeated the Turks in two bloody battles. But the Catalans con- 
sidered the lives and fortunes which they had rescued as their 
own : the exaction of fines and supplies was enforced by licentious 
rapine and arbitrary executions ; and, on the resistance of Magnesia, 
Roger besieged a city of the Roman empire. Assassination is the last 
resource of cowards. Roger wivs tempted to visit the royal residence 
of Adrianople ; in the apartment, and before the eyes, of the empress 
he was stabbed by the Alaiii guards ; and his countrymen, who 
dwelt at Constantinople in the security of peace, were involved in 
the same proscription by the prince or people. The loss of their 
leader intimidated the crowd of adventurers, who hoisted the sails 
of flight, and were soon scattered round the coasts of the Mediter- 
ranean. But a veteran hand of 1500 Catalans or French stood firm 
in the strong fortress of Gallipoli on the Hellespont, and defeated in 
tAvo battles by sea and land the forces of the Greek empire. Victory 
renewed the hopes and number^ of the adventurers ; and every 
nation was blended under the name and standard of the great 
company. Four times the emperor Andronicus sued for peace, and 
four times he was inflexibly repulsed, till the vesmt of provisions 
and the discord of the chiefs compelled the Catalans to evacuate the 
hanks of the Hellespont and the neighbourhood of the capital. 
After their separation from the Turks, the remains of the great 
company pursued their march through Macedonia and Thessaly, to 
seek a new establishment in the heart of Greece. 

§ 7. The long reign of Andronicus the elder is chiefly memorable 
by the invasion of the Catalans, and the rise of the Ottoman power. 
After the example of the first of the Pala’.ologi, he associated his son 
Michael to the honours of the purple ; and from the age of 18 to his 
]i?*emature death, that pnnee was acknowledged, above 25 years, as 
the second emperor of tlie Greeks. The son of Michael Avas named 



502 ANDRONICUS THE YOUNGER. Chap. XXXV. 

Andronicus from his grandfather : he was educated in the palace 
as an heir and a favourite; and in the oaths and acclamations 
of the people, the avgust triad was formed hy the names of tlie 
father, the son, and the ^-andson. But the younger Andronicus 
was speedily corrupted by his infant greatness, while he beheld with 
puerile impatience the double obstacle that hung, and might long 
hang, over his rising ambition. After the death of Michael the 
elder, the emperor transferred to another grandson his hopes and 
affections ; and the acknowledged heir was exposed to the indignity 
of a i^ublic trial. But the young emperor escaped from the capital : 
and the empire was distracted by three civil wars between the elder 
and the younger Androniqus (a.d. 1o 21-1328), which it would Im) 
tedious and unprofitable to relate. It is sufficient to mention tliat 
the third civil war was terminated by the surprise of Constantinople, 
the final retreat of the old emperor, and the sole reign of liis vic- 
torious grandson (a.d. 1321-1328). The elder Andronicus survived 
his abdication four years, and having assumed the monastic habit, 
he expired as the monk xintony. in a cell, in the 74lh year of his 
age (a.d. 1332). 

§ S. Nor was the rcjign of the younger more glorious or fortunate 
than that of the cider Andronicus (a.d. 1328-1341). He marched 
in person against the Turks ; but a defeat and a wound wrere the 
only trophies of his expedition in Asia, which confirmed the esta- 
blishment of the Ottoman monarchy. Andronicus was old before 
his time ; the intemperance of youth had accelerated the infirmities 
of age ; and he w'as snatched away before he had accomplished 
his 45th year. He was twice married ; and his two wives were 
chosen in the princely houses of Geimany and Italy. The first, 
Agnes at home, Irene in Greece, was daughter of the duke of Bruns- 
wick. After the death of this childless princess, Andronicus sought 
in marriage Jane, the sister of the count of Savoy, who was crowned 
in St. Sophia under the more orthodox appellation of Anne. 

§ 9. The empress Anne of Savoy survived her husband : their 
son, John Palaiologiis, was left an orphan and an emperor in the 
ninth year of his age (a.d. 1341-1391) ; and the last testament of 
Andronicus the younger named John Cantacuzene, the first and 
most deserving of the Greeks, the guardian of his son and the 
regent of the empire. The long and cordial friendship of the 
youi^er Andronicus for John Cantacuzene is alike honourable to 
the prince and the subject. It had been formed amidst the pleasures 
of their youth : it was Cantacuzene who saved the young emperor 
from the power of his grandfather ; and, after six years of civil war, 
the same favourite brought him back in triumph to the palace of 
Constantinople. Under the reign of Andronicus the younger, the 
great domestic ruled the emi)eror and the empire ; and it was by his 
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valour and conduct that the isle of Lesbos and the principality of 
.<35tolia were restored to their ancient allegiance. Had the regent 
found a suitable return of obedience and gratitude, perhaps he 
would have acted with pure and zealous fidelity in the service of 
his pupil ; but the prospect of a tranquil minority was blasted by 
the great duke or admiral Apocaucus, who persuaded the empress 
Anne of Savoy and the patriarch to join him in a consi)iracy against 
the great domestic. In his absence on the public service, John 
Oantiicuzcne was proscribed as an enemy of the church and state ; 
and he was driven by injustice to perpetrate the crime of which ho 
was accTised. Constantinople adhered to the young emperor ; but 
the cause of Cantacuzene was espoused in some of the provinces : for 
nearly six years (a.d. 1341-1347) the empire was a prey to civil war, 
and the Bulgarians, the Servians, and the 1’urks were invoked on 
lx)th sides as the instruments of jirivatc ambition and the common 
ruin. Cantacuzene at length obtained the victory through the assist- 
ance of the Turks : but tlic succour and victory wxtc dearly purchased 
by the marriage of his daughter with an infidel, the captivity of many 
thousand Christians, and the passage of the Ottomans into Europe, 
the last and fatal stn)ke in the fall of the Koman empire. IJjxm 
his return to the cajatal, Cantacuzene, who professed a loyal and 
zealous attachment to the son of his benefactor, acknowledged 
young raheologus as his colleague; but his reign and triunjph 
were soon disturbed by new civil wars. Twice did the son of 
Audronicus take up arms against bis cider colleague, and twice 
Cantacuzene gained the victory. After liis defeat the young em- 
])cror, driven from the sea and land, was compelled to take shelter 
among the Latins of the isle of Tenedos, Ilis insolence and obstin- 
acy provoked the victor to a step which must render the quarrel 
irreconcilable ; and the association of his son Matthew, wliom ho 
invested with the purple, established the succession in the family 
of the Cantacuzciii. But Coustantinoidc w^as still attached to the 
blood of her ancient princes, and this last injury accelerated the 
restoration of the rightful heir, A noble Genoese esj^oused the 
cause of Pala3ologus, obtained a promise of bis sister, and achieved 
the revolution with two galleys and 2500 auxiliaries. Under the 
pretence of distress they were admitted into the lesser port ; a gate 
was opened, and the liUtin shout of “ Long life and victory to the 
emperor John Palasologus ! ” was answered by a general rising in 
l)is favour. Cantacuzene descended from the throne, and embraced 
the monastic habit and profession (a.d. 1355). The remainder of 
his life was devoted to piety and learning, and in his cell he com- 
posed the memorials of his time, from the revolt of the young 
Audronicus to his own abdication of the einjiire. 

§ 10. During tlic reign of Craitacuzenc the Genoese war shook lha 
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throne of Cantacnzene and betrayed the debility of the Greek 
empire. The Genoese, who, after the recovery of Constantinople, wore 
seated in the suburb of Pera or Galata. received that honourable fief 
from the bounty of the emperor. 1’hey were not, however, allowed 
to fortify Galata ; and the defenceless situation which secured their 
obedience exposed them to the attack of their Venetian rivals, who, 
in the reign of the elder Andronicus, reduced their quarter to ashes. 
This misfortune, however, was advantageous to the Genoese, who 
obtained, and imperceptibly abused, the dangerous licence of sur- 
rounding Galata with fortifications. The narrow bounds in which 
they had been circumscribed were insufficient for the growing colony ; 
each day they acquired some addition of landed property, and the 
adjacent hills were covered with their villas and castles, which they 
joined and protected by new fortifications. They gradually ob- 
tained the exclusive enjoyment of the lucrative trade of the Black 
Sea; their rivals of Venice and Pisa were forcibly expelled; the 
natives were awed by the castles and cities which arose on the 
foundations of their humble factories ; and their principal establish- 
ment of Caffa was besieged without effect by the I’artar powers. 
Destitute of a navy, the Greeks were oppressed by these haughty 
merchants, who fed or famished Constant! noiffe according to their 
interest. 

These usurpations were encouraged by the weakness of the elder 
Andronicus, and by the civil wars that affiicted his ago and the 
minority of his grandson. After Caiitaciizenc had obtained pos- 
session of the empire, he was condemned to an ignominious trial, 
whether the Greeks or the Genoese should reign in Constantinople. 
His fleet was destroyed by the Genoese (a.o. 1349); nor was his 
second attempt to chastise these insolent neighbours more successful. 
He joined his arms with the Venetians, the perpetual enemies of 
Genoa and her colonies ; and a memorable battle was fought in the 
.larrow sea, under the walls of Constantinople. The Venetians and 
the Greeks were defeated (a.d. 135li) ; and the emperor Cantacu- 
zenc solicited and subscribed a treaty, which for ever banished tlie 
Venetians, and granted to the Genoese a monopoly of trade, and 
almost a right of dominion. The Roman empire might soon have 
sunk into a province of Genoa, if the ambition of the republic had not 
been checked by the ruin of her freedom and naval power. A long 
contest of 130 years was determined by the triumph of Venice ; and 
the factions of the Genoese compelled them to seek for doniestic 
peace under the protection of a foreign lord, the duke of Milan, or 
the French king. Yet the spirit of commerce survived that of con- 
quest ; and the colony of Pera still awed the capital and navigated 
the Euxine, till it was involved by the Turks in the final servitude 
of Constantinople itself. 




CHAPTER XXXVI. 

THK MONGULS AND THE OTTOMAN TURKS. 

§ 1. Zingis Khan first emperor of the Monguls and Tartars. § 2. Conquests 
of Zingis. § 3. Conquests of the successors of Zingis. § 4. I. Of China. 
§ 5. II. Of Persia and the empire of the Caliphs. § (5, III. Of Kipzak, 
Russia, Poland, Hungary, &c. § 7. IV. Of Siberia, &c. § 8. The suc- 

cessors of Zingis. § 9. The Ottomim Turks: reign of Othmim. § 10. 
Reign of Orchan: establishment of the Ottomans in Europe. § 11. Reign 
of Amurath I. § 12. Reign of Bajazet I., Ilderini. § 13. The emperors 
John Pal^i^ologus I. and Manuel. § 14, Early histoiy of Timour 
or Tamerlane: he ascends the throne of Zagatai. § 15. His conquests 
of Persia, Turkestan, and Hindustan. § 16. His war agjiinst Bajazet: 
his invasion of Syria. § 17. Battle of Angora: defeat and captivity of 
Bajazet. § 18. Death of Timour on his road to China. § 19. His cha- 
racter and merits. § 20. Reigns of Mjihomet I. and Amurath II. § 21. 
Siege of Constantinople by Amurath II,: reign of John Pal^eologus II. 

§ 1. From the petty quarrels of a city and her suburbs, from the 
cowardice and discord of the falling Greeks, I shall now ascend to 
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the victorious Turks ; whoso domestic slavery w^as ennobled by mar- 
tial discipline, religious enthusiasm, and the energy of the national 
character. ITie rise and progress of the Ottomans, the present sove- 
reigns of Constantinople, are connected with the most important 
scenes of modern history ; but they are founded on a previous know- 
ledge of the great eruption of the Monguls * and Tartars, whose 
rapid conquests may be compared with the primitive convulsions of 
nature, which have agitated and altered the surface of the globe. 

From the spacious highlands between China, Siberia, and the 
Caspian Sea the tide of emignition and war has repeatedly been 
ix)ured. These ancient seats of tlic Huns and Turks were occupied 
ih the twelfth century by many pastoral tribes, of the same descent 
and similar manners, which were united .and led to conquest by the 
formidable Zingisf (a.d. 1206-1227). In his ascent to greatness 
that Imrbarian (whose private appellation Avas Temugin) had trampled 
on the necks of his equals. His father had reigned over thirteen 
hordes, which composed about thirty or forty thousand families : 
above two-thirds refused to pay tithes or obedience to his infant son ; 
and at the age of thirteen Temugin fought a battle against his 
rebellious subjects. ^J'he future conqueror of Asia was rediiced to 
fly und to obey ; but he rose superior to his fortune, and in Ida 
fortieth year he had established his fame and dominion over the cir- 
cumjacent tribes. After his first victory he placed seventy caldrons 
on the fire, and seventy of the most guilty rebels w’ere cast head- 
long into the boiling water. The sidicrc of his attraction was con- 
tinually enlarged by the ruin of the proud jind the submission of the 
prudent ; and the boldest chieftains might tremble wlien they beheld, 
enchased in silver, the skull of the khan of the Keraites ; who, 
under the name of Px'estcr John, had corresponded with the Homan 
pontiff and the princes of Europe. Tlie ambition of Temugin con- 
descended to employ the arts of superstition ; and it was from a 
naked prophet, who could ascend to heaven on a white horse, tliat 
he accepted the title of Zingis, the most great ; and a divine right to 
the conquest and dominion of the earth. In a general couroultai, or 
diet, he was seated on a felt, which was long afterwards revered as a 
relic, and solemnly proclaimed great khan or emperor ot the Monguls 
and Tartars. Of these kindred, though rival, names, the former ha<l 
given birth to the imixjrial race, and the latter has been extended by 
accident or error over the spacious wilderness of the north.J 

* The name is frequently written Mogul, but this is only a Persian and 
Indian corruption of the tnie pronunciation. 

t The proper orthography of the name, which is variously written by 
Kuropeans, is Tchinggis, 

t Respecting the names Mongtds and Tartars, sec p. 200 and note. Tlie 
real Mongolian tribes were few, and the armies of Zingis and his successors were 
principally composed of Turks whom the Monguls had subdued. 
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§ 2. The arms of Zingis and his lieutenants successively reduced 
the hordes of the desert, who pitched their tents between the wall 
of China and the Volga; and the Mongul emperor became the 
monarch of the pastoral world, the lord of many millions of shep- 
herds and soldiers, who felt their united strength, and were imi'-a- 
tient to rush on the mild and wealthy climates of the south. 
Zingis conducted in person two expeditions against China, took the 
royal city of Pekin, and annexed the five northern provinces to his 
empire. He next turned his arms against Mohammed sultan of 
Carizme, v/ho reigned from the Persian Gulf to the borders of India 
and Turkestan. The rich and ]>oi>ulou3 countries of Transoxiana, 
Carizme, and Chorazan, were subdued : from the Caspian to the 
Indus the destructive hordes of Zingis ruined a tract of many 
hundred miles, which was adorned with the habitations and labours 
of maiikiiid ; and five centuries have not been sufficient to repair 
the ravages of four years. Could the Carizmian empire have been 
saved by a single hero, it would have been saved by Gelaleddin, the 
son of the sultan Mohammed, whose active valour repeatedly checked 
the Monguls in the career of victory. Retreating, as he fought, to 
the banks of the Indus, he was oppressed by their innumerable host, 
till, iu the hist moment of dcsx>air, Gelaleddin spurred his horse %ito 
the waves, swam one of the broadest and most rapid rivers of Asia, 
and extorted the admiration and applause of Zingis himself. It w’^as 
hero that the Mongul conqueror yielded with reluctance to the 
murmurs of his weary and wealthy troops, who sighed for the enjoy- 
ment of their native land. After he had repassed the Oxus and 
Jaxartes ho was joined by two generals wliom he had detached with 
30,000 horse to subdue the western provinces of Persia. Tliey had 
trampled on the nations which o^jposed their passage, penetrated 
through the gates of Derbend, traversed the Volga and the desert, 
and accomplished the circuit of the Cas];)ian Sea, by an expedition 
which had never been atteini)tcd, and has never been repeated. The 
return of Zingis was signalised by the overthrow of the rebellious 
or independent kingdoms of Tartary ; and he died in the fulness of 
years and glory, with his last Ircath exhorting and instructing his 
sons to achieve the conquest of the Chinese empire (a.d. 1227). 

§ 3. Of the numerous i^rogeny of Zingis, four sons, illustrious by 
their birth and merit, exercised under their father the principal 
offices of peace and war, Toushi was his great huntsman, Zagatai 
his judge, Octai his minister, and Tuli his general ; and their names 
and actions are often conspicuous in the history of his conquests. 
Firmly united for their own and the public interest, the three 
brothers and their families were content with dejiendent sceptres ; 
and Octai, by general consent, was proclaimed great khan, or 
emperor of the Monguls and Tartars. He was succeeded by his son 
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Gayuk, after whose death the empire devolved to his cousins Mangou 
and Cublai, the sons of Tiili, and the grandsons of Zingis. In the 
68 years (1227-1295) of his four first successors, the Mongul sub- 
dued almost all Asia and a large portion of Europe. Without 
expatiating on the detail of events, 1 shall present a general picture 
of the progress of their arms ; I. In the East ; IL In the South ; 
III. In the West ; and IV. In the North. 

§ 4. I. Before the invasion of Zingfs, China was divided into two 
empires or dynasties of the North and South ; and the difference of 
ori'gin and interest was smoothed by a general conformity of laws, 
language, and national manners. The Northern empire, which had 
been dismembered by Zingis, was finally subdued seven years after 
his death (a d. 1234). The southern empire survived about 
45 years longer, and the perfect conquest was reserved for the arms 
of Cublai (a.d. 1279). The boundless ambition of Cublai aspired to 
the conquest of Japan : his fleet was twice shipwrecked ; and the 
lives of 100,000 Monguls and Chinese were sacrificed in the fruitless 
expedition. But the circumjacent kingdoms, Corea, Tonkin, Cochin- 
china, Pegu, Bengal, and Thibet, were reduced in different degrees 
of y^ibute and obedience by the effort or terror of his arms. 

§ 5. II. The conquest of Iran, or Persia, was achieved by Holagou 
Khan, the grandson of Zingis, the brother and lieutenant of the two 
successive emperors, Mangou and Cublai. I shall not enumerate 
the crowd of sultans, emirs, and atabeks wliom he trampled into 
dust ; but the extirpation of the Assassms, or Ismaelians of Persia, 
may be considered as a service to mankind. Among the hills to the 
south of the Caspian these odious sectaries had reigned with impunity 
above 160 years ; and their prince, or imam, established his lieute- 
nant to lead and govern the colony of Mount Lebanus, so famous 
and formidable in the history of the crusades. With the fanaticism 
of tlie Koran the Ismaelians had blended the Indian transmigration 
and the visions of their own prophets ; and it was their first duty to 
devote their souls and todies in blind obedience to the vicar of God. 
The daggers of his missionaries were felt both in the East and West : 
the Christians and the Moslems enumerate, and perhaps multiply, 
the illustrious victims that were sacrificed to the zeal, avarice, or 
resentment of the old man (as he was corruptly styled) of the moun^ 
tain. But these daggers, his only arms, were broken by the sword 
of Holagou, and not a vestige is left of the enemies of mankind, 
except the word assassin, which, in the mest odious sense, has been 
adopted in the languages of Europe, The extinction of the Abbas- 
sides cannot be indifferent to the spectators of their greatness and 
decline. Since the fall of their Seljukian tyrants the caliphs had 
recovered their lawful dominion of Bagdad ; but the city was stormed 
and sacked by the Monguls ; and their savage commander pro- 
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noimced the death of the caliph Mostasera, the last of the tem|X)ral 
successors of Mahomet (a.d. 1258) ; whose noble kinsmen, of the 
race of Abbas, had reigned in Asia above 500 years. The Monguls 
spread beyond the Tigris and Euphrates, pillaged Aleppo and 
Damascus, and threatened to join the Franks in the deliverance of 
Jerusalem. Egypt was lost had she been defended only by her 
feeble offspring ; but the Mamalukes had breathed in their infancy 
the keenness of a Scythian air : equal in valour, superior in disci- 
pline, they met the Monguls in many a well-fought field ; and drove 
back the stream of liostility to the eastward of the Euphrates, But 
it overflowed with resistless violence the kingdoms of Armenia and 
Anatolia, of which the former was |)Ossesscd by the Chi istians and 
the latter by the Turks. The sultans of Jeonium opposed some 
resistance to the Mongul arms till Azzadin sought a refuge among 
the Greeks of Constantinople, and his feeble successors, the last of 
the Seljukian dynasty, were finally extirpated by the khans of 
Persia. 

§ 6. III. No sooner had Octai subverted the northern empire of 
China than he resolved to visit with his arms the most remote 
countries of the West. Fifteen hundred thousand Monguls and 
Tartars were inscribed on the military roll : of these the great khan 
selected a third, which he intrusted to the command of his nephew 
Baton, the son of Tuli, who reigned over his father's conquests to 
the north of the Caspian Sea. After a festival of 40 days, Baton 
set forwards on this great expedition ,* and such was the speed and 
ardour of his innumerable squadrons, that m less than six years 
they had measured a line of 90 degrees of longitude, a fourth pai*t 
of the circumference of the globe. By the first victories of Batou 
the remains of national freedom w’ere eradicated in the immense 
plains of Turkestan ^nd Kipzak. The civil discord of the great 
dukes, or princes, of Russia betrayed their country to the Tartars, 
'riicy spread from Livonia to the Black Sea, and both Moscow and 
Kiew, the modern and the ancient caintals, were reduced to ashes ; 
a temporary ruin, less fatal than the deep, and perhaps indelible, 
mark which a servitude of 200 years has imprinted on the character 
of the Russians. From the permanent conquest of Russia they 
made a deadly, thougli transient, inroad into the heart of Poland, 
and as far as the borders of Germany. The cities of Lublin and 
Cracow were obliterated : they approached the shores of the Baltic ; 
and in the battle of Lignitz they defeated the dukes of Silesia, the 
Polish palatines, and the great master of the Teutonic onler, and 
filled nine sacks with the right ears of the slain. From Lignitz, 
the extreme point of their western march, they turned aside to the 
invasion of Hungary : the king, Bela TV., assembled the militaiy 
force of bis counts and bishops : but the whole country north of the 
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Danube was lost in a day and depopulated in a summer ; and the 
ruins of cities and churches were overspread with the bones of the 
natives, who expiated the sins of their Asiatic ancestors. Of all the 
cities and fortresses of Hungary three alone survived the ^J'artar 
invasion, and the unfortunate Bela hid his head among the islands 
of the Adriatic, 

Since the invasion of the Arabs in the 8th century Europe had 
never been exposed to a similar calamity; and if the disciples of 
•Mahomet would have oppressed her religion and liberty, it might bo 
apprehended that the shepherds of Scythia would extinguish her 
cities, her arts, and all the institutions of civil society, T’he em- 
peror Frederic II. called upon the kings of France and England and 
the princes of Germany to arriT their vassals in this just and rational 
crusade. The Tartars themselves were awed by the fame and valour 
of the Franks : the town of Neustadt in Austria was bravely de- 
fended against them by 50 knights and 20 cross-bows; and they 
raised the siege on the appearance of a German army. After wasting 
the adjacent kingdoms of Servia, Bosnia, and Bulgaria, Baton was 
recalled from the Danube to the Volga by the death of Octai 
(a.d. 1235-1245). 

§ 7. IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of the north attracted 
the arms of the Monguls: Sheibani khan, the brother of the great 
Baton, led an horde of 15,000 families into the wilds of Siberia ; and 
his descendants reigned at Tobolskoi above tlirec centuries till the 
llussian conquest. The spirit of enterpi-isc which pursued the 
course of the Oby and Yenisei must have led to the discovery of the 
Icy Sea. Fifteen years after the deatli of Zingis the Monguls were 
informed of the name and manners of the Samoyedcs in the neigh- 
bourhood of the i>olar circle, who dwelt in subterraneous huts and 
derived their furs and their food from the sole occupation of 
liunting. 

§ 8. While China, Syria, and Poland were invaded at the same 
time by the Monguls and 'I'artars, the authors of the mighty mis- 
chief were content with the knowledge and declaration that their 
word was the sword of death. Like the first caliphs, the first suc- 
cessors of Zingis seldom appeared in person at the head of tlieir 
victorious armies. They were seated on the borders of China ; and 
the Monguls submitted to the laws, the fashions, and even, the 
prejudices, of the vanquished people. This peaceful triumph, which 
has been more than once repeated, may be ascribed, in a great 
measure, to the numbers and servitude of the Chinese. The Mongul 
army was dissolved in a vast and populous country ; and their 
emperors adopted with pleasure a political system which gives to 
the prince the solid substance of despotism, and leaves to tlio 
subject the empty names of philosophy, freedom, and filial obe- 
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dieuce. Cublai fixed his residence at Pekin, and displayed in his 
court the magnificence of the greatest monarch of Asia. His sue- 
cessors polluted the palace with a crowd of eunuchs, physlciand» 
and astrologers ; 140 years after the death of Zingis, his degene- 
rate race, the dynasty of the Yuen, was expelled by *a revolt of 
the native Chinese ; and the Mongul emperors were lost in the 
oblivion of the desert. Before this revolution they had forfeited, 
their supremacy over the dependent branches of their hous^ tlie 
khans of Kipzak and Russia, the khans of Zagatai or Transoxiansf 
and the khans of Iran or Persia. By their distance and power 
these royal lieutenants had soon been released from the duties of 
obedience ; and after the death of Cublai they scorned to accept a 
sceptre or a title from his unworthy successors (a.d. 1259-1300). 
According to their respective .situation, they maintained the sim- 
plicity of the pastoral life, or assumed the luxury of the cities of 
Asia ; but the princes and their hordes were alike disposed for the 
reception of a foreign worship. -After some hesitation between the 
Gospel and the Koran, they conformed to the religion of Mahomet ; 
and while they adopted for their brethren the Arabs and Persians, 
they renounced all intercourse with the ancient Monguls, the 
idolaters of China. 

§ 9. The decline of the Monguls gave a free scope to the rise and 
progress of the Ottoman empire. 

After the retreat of Zingis the. sultan Gelaleddin of Carizme had 
returned from India to the possession and defence of his Persian 
kingdoms. In the space of 11 years that hero fought in |>erson 
14 battles ; but he was oppressed by the jealousy of the Moslem 
princes and the innumerable armies of the Monguls ; and after his 
last defeat Gelaleddin x>erished ignobly in Ibe mountains of Curdis- 
tan. His death dissolved a veteran and adventurous ^army, which 
included under the name of Carizmians or Corasmins many Turk- 
man hordes that had attached themselves to the sultan’s fortune. 
The bolder and more powerful chiefs invaded Syria, and violated 
the holy sepulchre of Jerusalem : tho more humble engaged in the 
service of Aladin, sultan of Iconium, and among these were the 
obscure fathers of the Ottoman line. They had fonnerly pitched 
their tents near the southern banks of the Oxus, in the plains of 
Mahan and Nesa; and it is somewhat remarkable that the same 
spot should have produced the first authors of the Parthian and 
Turkish empires. At the head, or in the rear, of a Carizmian army, 
Soliman Sh^ was drowned in the passage of tho Euphrates : his son 
Orthogrul became the soldier and subject of Aladin, and established 
at Surgut, on tho banks of the Sangar, a camp of 400 families or 
tents, whom he governed 62 years both in peace and war. Ho w«a 
the father of Othman, who is regarded as the founder of the OttomHu 
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empire.* Othman possessed, and perhaps surpassed, the ordinary 
virtues of a soldier ; and the circumstances of time and place were 
propitious to his independence and success. The Seljukian dynasty 
was no more, and the distance and decline of the Mongul khans 
soon enfranchised him from the control of a superior. lie was 
situate on the verge of the Greek empire : the Koran sanctided his 
gaziy or holy war, against the infidels ; and in the year 1299 ho 
^firsf? invaded the territory of Nicomedia. The annals of the 27 years 
of his reign (a.d. 1299-1326) would exhibit a repetition of the same 
inroads ; but it was not till Othman was oppressed by age and in- 
firmities that he received the welcome news of the conquest of 
Prusa (Bouvsa), which had been surrendered by famine or treachery 
to the arms of his son Orchan. 

§ 10. From the conquest of Prusa we may date the true sera of 
the Ottoman empire. The city, by the labours of Orchan, assumed 
the aspect of a Mahometan capital ; it was decorated with a 
mosque, a college, and an hospital, of royal foundation ; and the 
Seljukian coin was changed for the name and impression of the new 
dynasty. The Greeks, by their intestine divisions, were the authors 
of their final ruin. During the civil wars of the elder and younger 
Andronicus, Orchan achieved, almost without resistance, the con- 
quest of Bithynia as far as the shores of the Bosporus and the Hel- 
lespont (a.d. 1326-1339), In the defence of his life and honour, 
Cantacuzene called to his aid the public enemies of his religion and 
country ; to cement the alliance he gave his own daughter in mar- 
riage to Orchan ; and the Turkish prince restored his son-in-law to 
the empire. But it was in his last quarrel with John Palseologus 
that Cantacuzene inflicted the deep and deadly wound which could 
never be healed by his successors. Soliman, the son of Orchan, 
at the head of 10,000 horse, was transported to Europe in the vessels, 
and entertained as the friend, of the Greek emperor. In the civil 
wars of Romania he x>erformed some service and perpetrated more 
mischief ; but the Chersonesus was insensibly filled with a Turkish 
colony ; and the Byzantine court solicited in vaiu the restitution of 
the fortresses of Thrace (a.d. 1353). The abdication of Cauta- 
cuzene dissolved the feeble bands of domestic alliance ; and his 
death was soon followed by that of Soliman and Orchan. The former 
was killed by a fall from his horse ; and the aged Orchan wept and 
expired on the tomb of his valiant son (a.d. 1360). 

§ 11. But the Greeks had not time to rejoice in the death of their 
enemies ; and the Turkish scimitar was wielded with the same spirit 
by Amurath I., the son of Orchan and the brother of Soliman (a.d. 

♦ Osman is the real Turkish, name, which has been Corrupted into Othman ; 
and from him the Turks call themselves Osmanlis^ which has in like roaniiei: 
been corrupted into Ottomcan. 
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1360-1389). He subdued without resistance the whole province of 
Koinania or Thrace, from tho Hellespont to Mount Hasmus and the 
verge of the capital ; and Adrianople was chosen for the royal scat 
of his government and religion in Europe. Constantinople had often, 
in the lapse of a thousand years, been assaulted by the barbarians of. 
the East and West ; but never till this fatal hour had the Greeks 
been surrounded, both in Asia and Europe, by the arms of the same 
hostile monarchy. Yet the prudence or generosity of Amurath 
lx)stponed for a while this easy conquest ; . and his pride was satisfied 
with the frequent and humble attendance of the emiTeror John 
Palsepiogus and his four sons, who followed at his summons the 
court and camp of the Ottoman prince. He marched against the 
Slavonian nations between the Danube and the Adriatic, the Bul- 
garians, Servians, Bosnians, and Albanians ; and these warlike 
tribes, who had so often insulted the majesty of the empire, were 
repeatedly broken by his destructive inroads. They have been dis- 
tinguished in every age by their hardiness of mind and Ixnly ; and 
they were converted by a prudent institution into the firmest and 
most faithful supporters of the Ottoman greatness. The vizir of 
Amurath reminded his sovereign that, according to the Mahometan 
law, he was entitled to a fifth part of the spoil and captives ; and 
that the duty might easily be levied, if vigilant officers were sta- 
tioned at Gallipoli, to watch tho passage, and to select for his use 
the stoutest and most beautiful of the Christian youth. The advice 
was followed ; the edict was proclaimed ; many thousands of the 
European captives were educated in religion and arms ; and the new 
militia was consecrated and named by a celebrated dervish. Stand- 
ing in the front of their ranks, he stretched the sleeve of his gown 
over the head of the foremost soldier, and his blessing was delivered 
in these words : ** Let them be called Janizaries ( Yengi cheriy or 
new soldiers) ; may their countenance be ever bright I their hand 
victorious ! their sword keen I may their spear always hang over 
the heads of their enemies ; and wheresoever they go, may they re- 
turn with a white face 1” Such was the origin of these haughty 
troops, the terror of the nations, and sometimes of the sultans them- 
selves. At the time of their institution they possessed a decisive 
superiority in war ; since a regular body of infantry, in constant 
exercise and pay, was not maintained by any of the jjrinces of 
Christendom. The Janizaries fought with the zeal of proselytes 
against their idolatrous countrymen ; and in the battle of Cossova 
the league and independence of the Slavonian tribes was finally 
crushed. But the sword of his Janizaries could not defend Amuratli 
from the dagger of despair ; a Servian soldier started from the crowd 
of dead bodies, and the Turkish prince was pierced in the belly with 
a mortal wound. 
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§ 12. The character of Bajazet, the sou and successor of Amiirath, 
is strongly expressed in his surname of Ilderimy or the lightning ; 
and he might glory in an epithet which was drawn from the fiery 
energ}' of his soul and the rapidity of his destructive march. In the 
14 years of his reign (a,d. 1389-1408) he incessantly moved at the 
head of his armies, from Boursa to Adiianople, from the Danube to 
the Euphrates ; and, though he strenuously laboured for the propa- 
gation of the law, he invaded, with imparti^ ambition, the Christian 
and Mahometan princes of Europe and Asia. From Angora to Amasia 
and Erzeroum, the northern regions of Anatolia were reduced to his 
obedience : and after the conquest of Iconium the ancient kingdom 
of the Seljukians again revived in the Ottoman dynasty. Nor were 
the conquests of Bajazet less rapid or important in Euroi^. No 
sooner had he imposed a regular form of servitude on the Servians 
and Bulgarians than he passed the Danube to seek new enemies and 
new subjects in the heart of Moldavia. Wliatever yet adhered to 
the Greek empire in Thrace, Macedonia, and Thessaly, acknowledged 
a Turkish master. The Turkish communication between Europe 
and Asia had been dangerous and doubtful, till Bajazet stationed at 
Gallipoli a fleet of galleys, to command the Hellespont and interce]jt 
the Latin succours of Constantinople. The three predecessors of 
Bajazet had been content with the title of emir ; but this humble 
designation was no longer suitable to the Ottoman greatness ; and 
Bajazet condescended to accept a patent of sultan from the caliphs 
who served in Egypt under the yoke of the Mamalukes : a last and 
frivolous homage that was yielded by force to opinion ; by the 
Turkish conquerors to the house of Abbas and the successors of the 
Arabian prophet. The ambition of the sultan was inflamed by the 
obligation of deserving this august title ; and he turned his anus 
against the kingdom of Hungary, the perpetual theatre of the Turkish 
victories and defeats. Sigismond, the Hungarian king, was the son and 
brother of the emperors of the West : his cause vras that of Europe 
and the church ; and, on the report of his danger, the bravest knights 
of France and Germany were eager to march under his standard and 
that of the cross. In the battle of Nicopolis Bajazet defeated a con- 
federate army of 100,000 Christians, who had proudly boasted that if 
the sky should fall they could uphold it on their lances (a.d. 139C). 
Tlie far greater part were slain or driven into the Danube ; and Sigis- 
mond, escaping to Constantinople by the river and the Blac}c Sea, 
returned after a long circuit to Ids exhausted kingdom. 

§ 13. After his enfranchisement, from an oppressive guardian, 
John Palseologus remained 36 years the helpless, and, as it should 
seem, the careless, spectator of the public ruin (a.d. 1355-1391). 
Andronicus, his eldest son, had formed, at Adrianople, an intimate 
and guilty friendship wdth Sauzes, the son of Amurath ; and the 
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two youths conspired against the authority and lives of their parents. 
The presence of Anmrath in Europe soon discovered and dissipated 
their rash counsels ; and, after depriving Sauzes of his sight, the 
Ottoman threatened his vassal with the treatment of an accomplice 
and an enemy unless he inflicted a similar punishment on his own 
son. Palajologus trembled and obeyed, and a cruel precaution in- 
volved in the same sentence the childhood and innocence of John 
tlie son of the criminal. But the cause of the blind princes was 
espoused by a numerous party ; and a civil war distracted the re- 
mains of the Byzantine empire. The deatli of Palaiologus left his 
son Slanuel in sole possession of Constantinople (a.d. 1391-1425) ; 
but the capital was constantly threatened by the victorious arms of 
Bajazet, who asserted tlie claims of the blind prince to the throne 
of Constantinople. Manuel determined to repair to the French court 
to solicit in person a supply of men and money : and in order to ex- 
tinguish all domestic discord, he left his blind competitor on the 
throne. But instead of applauding the success of his vassal, the 
Turkish sultan claimed the city as his own ; and, on the refusal of 
the emperor John, Constantinople was more closely pressed by the 
calamities of war and famine. Against such an enemy prayers and 
resistance were alike unavailing ; and the savage would have de- 
voured his prey if, in the fatal moment, he had not been overtlirown 
by another savage stronger than himself. By the victory of Timouh 
or Tamerlane the fall of Constantinople was delayed about 50 
years ; and this important though accidental service may justly 
introduce the life and character of the Mongul conqueror.* 

§ 14. Timour was a Turk by birth, f and a descendant of the vizir 
of Zagatai, one of the sons of Zingis, in his now realm of Transoxiana. 
He was born 40 miles to the south of Samarcand, in the village of 
Sebzar, in the fruitful territory of Cash, of which his fathers were 
the hereditary chiefs, as well as of a toman of 10,000 horse. His 
birth was cast on one of those periods of anarchy which announce 
the fall of the Asiatic dynasties, and open a new field to adventurous 
ambition. The khans of Zagatai were extinct ; the emirs aspired 
to independence, and their domestic feuds could only be suspended 
by the conquest and tyranny of the khans of Kashgar, who, with an 
army df Getes or Calmucks, invaded the Transoxian kingdom. 
Timour stood forth as the deliverer of his country; and after 

♦ Timour is the proper name : Tamerlane is an European corruption. He 
composed the commentaries of his life and the institutions of his government, 
which are extant in the Pei-sian language, and have been translated into English. 

f As Timour claimed to be the representative of the Mongul khans, and 
revived their empire, he is usually called a Mongul ; but not only was he a 
Turk, as stated in the text, but there was probably not a Mongul in the army 
of Baber, who established the Indian throne of the ** Great Mogul.*’ 
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many vicissitudes of fortune, he was invested with Imperial com- 
mand, at the age of 34, in a general diet or courovltai \A.'D. 1370). 
But he affected to revere the house of Zingis; and while the 
emir Timour reigned over Zagatai and- the East, a nominal klian 
served as a private officer in the armies of his servant. A fertile 
kingdom, 500 miles in length and in breadth, might have satisfied 
the ambition of a subject ; but Timour aspired to the dominion of 
the world, and before his death the crown of Zagatai was one of the 
27 crowns which he had placed on his head. Without expatiating 
on the victories of 35 campaigns, I shall briefly rei)resent his con- 
quests in, I. Persia, II. Tartary, and III, India, and from thence 
proceed to the more interesting narrative of liis Ottoman war (a.d. 
1370-1400). 

§ 16. I. No sooner had Timour re-united to the patrimony of 
Zagatai the dependent countries of Cariame and Cand^iar, than ho 
turned his eyes towards the kingdoms of Iran or Persia. From ' 
the Oxus to the Tigris that extensive country was left ji^ithoiit a 
lawful sovereign since the death of Abousaid, the last of the descend- 
ants of the great Holacou. Peace and justice had been banislied 
from the land above 40 years, and the Mongul invader might seem to 
listen to the cries of an oppressed people. Their petty tyrants might 
have opposed him with confederate arms : they separately stood, and 
successively fell ; and the whole course of the Tigris and Euphrates, 
from the mouth to the sources of those rivers, was reduced to his 
obedience. In the mountains of Georgia the native Christians still 
braved the law and the sword of Mahomet ; by three expeditions he 
obtained the merit of the gazi^ or holy war, and the prince of Teflis 
became his proselyte and friend. 

II. A just retaliation might be urged for the invasion of Turkestan, 
or the Eastern Tartary. The dignity of Timour could not endure 
the impunity of the Getes : he passed the Sihoon, subdued the king- 
dom of Kashgar, and marched seven times into the heart of .their 
country. The conquest of Kipzak, or the western Tartary, was 
undertaken to chastise the ingratitude of Toctamish, whom Timour 
had placed upon the throne. He twice invaded Kipzak with such 
mighty powers, that thirteen miles were measured from his right to 
his left wing. The pursuit of a flying enemy carried Timour into 
the tributary provinces of Russia : a duke of the reigning family was 
made . prisoner amidst the ruins of his capital ; and Moscow ;yould 
have fallen into the hands of the Tartar, had not ambition and pru- 
dence recalled him to the South. 

III. The invasion of Hindostan was undeitaken in a.d. 1398. 
Timour crossed the Indus at the ordinary passage of Attok ; succes- 
sively traversed, in the footsteps of Alexander, the Punjab^ or five 
rivers, that fall into the ipaster stream ; and stood in aims before 
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the gates of Delhi, a great and Bonrishing city, which had subsisted 
three centuries under file dominion of the Mahometan kings.. The 
si^e, more especially of the castle, might have been a work of time ; 
but he tempted, by the appearance of weakness, the sultan Malimoud 
and his vizir to descend into the plain; their fprces were easily 
routed, and Timour made his triumphal entry into the capital of 
Hindostan, He admired, with a view to imitate, the architecture of 
the stately mosque ; but the order or licence of a general pillage and 
massacre polluted the festival of his victory. He resolved to purify 
his soldiers in the blood of the idolaters, or Gentoos, who still sur- 
pass, in the proportion of ten to one, the numbers of the Moslems. 
In this pious design he advanced 100 miles to the north-east of 
Delhi, passed the Ganges, and foughi several battles by land and 
water. His return was along the skirts of the northern hills ; nor 
could this rapid campaign of one year justify the strange foresight of 
his emirs, that their children in a warm climate would degenerate 
into a race of Hindoos. 

§ 16. It was on the banks of the Ganges that Timour was in- 
formed, by his speedy messengers, of the disturbances which had 
arisen on the copfines of Georgia and Anatolia, of the revolt of the 
Christians, and the ambitious designs of the sultan Bajazct. His 
vigour of mind and body was not impaired by 63 years and innume- 
rable fatigues ; and, after enjoying some tranquil months in the palace 
of Samarcand, he proclaimed a new expedition of seven years into the 
western countries of Asia. It was first directed against the Chris- 
tians of Georgia, who were strong only in their rocks, their castles, 
and the winter season; but these obstacles were overcome by the 
zeal and perseverance of Timour ; and the rebels submitted to the 
tribute or the Koran. On his descent from the hills, the. emperor 
gave audience to the first ambassadors of Bajazet, and opened the 
hostile correspondence of complaints and menaces which fermented 
two years before the final explosion. Yet in his first expedition 
Timour was satisfied with the siege and destruction of Suvas or 
Sebaste, a strong city on the borders of Anatolia. As a Musulman 
he seemed to respect the pious occupation of Bajazet, who was still 
engaged in the blockade of Constantinople ; and after this salutary 
lesson the Mongul conqueror checked his pursuit, and turned aside 
to the invasion of Syria and Egypt. 

The military republic of the Maraalukes still reigned in Kg 3 q)t 
and Syria ; but the dynasty of the Turks was overthrown by that 
of the Circassians ; and their favourite Barkok, from a slave and a 
prisoner, was raised and restored to the throne. Timour defeated 
the Mamalukcs in Syria, took Aleppo and Damascus, which he re- 
duced to 'ashes, but was compelled hj the losses and fatigues of the 
campaign to renounce the conquest of Palestine and Egypt. On his 
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return to the Euphrates he erected on the ruins of Bagdad a pyramid 
of 90,000 heads ; again visited Georgia ; encamped on the banks of 
the Araxes ; and proclaimed his resolution of marching against the 
Ottoman emperor. Conscious of the importance of the war, he col- 
lected his forces from every province, and 800,000 men were enrolled 
on his military list. 

§ 17. Bajazet had assembled an army of 400,000 men : his fearless 
confidence urged him to meet his antagonist ; and, as if he had 
chosen that spot for revenge, he displayed his banners near the ruins 
of the unfortunate Suvas. In the meanwhile Timour moved from 
the Araxes through the countries of Armenia and Anatolia. Firm 
in his plan of fighting in the heart of the Ottoman kingdom, he 
avoided their camp, traversed the salt desert and the river Halys, 
and invested Angora ; while the sultan, immoveable and ignorant in 
his post, compared the Tartar swiftness to the crawling of a snail. He 
returned on the wings of indignation to the relief of Angora ; and as 
both generals were alike impatient for action, the plains round that 
city were the scene of a memorable battle, which has immortalised 
the glory of Timour and the shame of Bajazet (a.d. 1402, July 28). 
Bajazet displayed the qualities of a soldier and a chief ; but his 
genius sunk under a stronger ascendant ; and after the defeat of his 
troops, he was transported from the field on the fleetest of his horses. 
He was pursued and taken by the titular khan of Zagatai ; tlie 
kingdom of Anatolia submitted to the conqueror, who dispersed on 
all sides the ministers of rapine and destruction ; and Smyrna, 
defended by the zeal and courage of the Rhodian knights, alone 
deserved the presence of the emperor himself. After an obstinate 
defence the place was taken by storm ; all that breathed was put 
to the sword, and the heads of the Christian heroes were launched 
from the engines, on board of two carracks or great ships of Europe 
that rode at anchor in the harbour.'*' 

§ 18. From the Irtish and Volga to the Persian Gulf, and from 
the Ganges to Damascus and the ‘Archipelago, Asia was in the hand 
of Timour ; his armies were invincible, his ambition was boundless, 
and his zeal might aspire to conquer and convert the Christian 
kingdoms of the West, which already trembled at his name. He 
touched the utmost verge of the land, but an insuperable though 
narrow sea rolled between the two continents of Europe and Asia, 
and the lord of so many myriads of horse was not master of a single 

• The story of the iron cage in which Bajazet was imprisoned by Tamer- 
lane, so long and so often repeated as a moral lesson, probably originated in a 
mistake as to the meaning of the Turkish word kafe, which means a covered 
litter or palanquin drawn by two horses, and generally used to convey the 
harem of an Eastern monarch. In such a litter, with the lattice-work made 
of iron, Bajazet either chose or was constrained to travel. This was either 
mistaken for, or transformed by ignorant relators into, a cage. 
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I 5 allcy. The two passages of the Bosporus and Hellespont, of Con- 
stantinople and Gallipoli, were possessed, the one by the Christians 
tlie other by the Turks. On this great occasion they forgot the , 
difference of religion, to act with union and fimuiess in the common 
cause : the double straits were guarded with ships and fortifications, 
and they separately withheld the transports which Timour demanded 
of either nation, under the pretence of attacking their enemy. Mean- 
while Timour, in his camp before Sm 3 rma, formed the resolution of 
invading the Chinese empire. He achieved the final conquest of 
Georgia, passed the winter on the banks of the Araxes, and slowly 
returned to his capital after a campaign of four years and nine 
months (a.d. 1404). Afh^r displaying for a short time his magni- 
ficence and power on the throne of Samarcand, he unfurled his stan- 
dard for the invasion of China. Neither age nor the severity of the win- 
ter could retard the impatience of Tiujpur ; he mounted on horseback, 
imsscd the Sihoon on the ice, marched 300 miles from his capital, 
and pitched his last camp in the neighbourhood of Otrar, where he 
was expected by the angel of death. Fatigue, and the indiscreet use 
of iced water, accelerated the progress of his fever ; and the con- 
queror of Asia expired in the 70th year of his age, 35 years after he 
had ascended the throne of Zagatai (a.d. 1405). His. designs were 
lost ; his armies were disbanded ; China was saved ; and, 14 years 
after his decease, the most powerful of his children sent an embassy 
of friendship and commerce to the court of Pekin. 

§ 19. The fame of Timour has pervaded the East and West ; and 
the admiration of his subjects, who revered him almost as a deity, 
may be justified in some degree by the praise or corrfession of his 
bitterest enemies. Although he was lame of an hand and foot, 
his form and stature were not unworthy of his rank ; and his 
vigorous health, so essential to himself and to the w'orld, was corro- 
borated by temperance and exercise. It was his delight to converse 
with the learned on topics of history and science ; and the amuse- 
ment of his leisure hours was the game of chess, which he improved 
or corrupted with new refinements. He might .boast that, at his 
accession to the throne, Asia was the prey of anarchy and rapine, 
whilst under his prosperous monarchy a child, fearless and unhurt^ 
might carry a purse of gold from the East to the West. Such was 
his confidence of merit that from this reformation ho derived an ex- 
cuse for his victories and a title to universal dominion. But the 
remedy was far more pernicious than the disease ; and whole nations 
were- crushed under the footsteps of the reformer. The ground which 
had been occupied by flourishing cities was often marked by his abo- 
minable trophies, by coliinms or pyramids of human heads. What- 
soever might be the blessings of bis admiuistration, they evaporated 
with his life. To reign, rather than to govern, was the ambition of 
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his children and grandchildren, the enemies of each other and of the 
people. A fragment of the empire was upheld with some glory by 
^harokh, his youngest son; but after A ts decease the scene was again 
involved in darkness and blood ; and before the end of a century 
Transoxiana and Persia were tmmpled by the Uzbeks from the north, 
and the Turkmans of the black and white sheep. The race of Timour 
would have been extinct if an hero, his descendant in the fifth degree, 
had not fled before the Uzbek arms to the conquest of Hindostan. 
His successors (the “ Great Moguls ”) extended their sway from the 
mountains of Cashmir to Cape Comorin, and from Candahar to the gulf 
of Bengal. Since the reign of Aurungzebe their empire has been dis- 
solved ; their treasures of Delhi have been rifled by a Persian robber ; 
and the richest of their kingdoms is now possessed by a company of 
Christian merchants of a remote island in the Northern Ocean. 

§ 20. Far different was the %te of the Ottoman monarchy. The 
massy trunk was bent to the ground, but no sooner did the hurri- 
cane pass away than it again rose with fresh vigour and more lively 
vegetation. When Timour had evacuated Anatolia, a civil war 
broke out between the five sons of Bajazet. After a long protracted 
stniggle (a.d. 1403-1413), Mahomet I. was universally acknowledged 
sultan ; the 8 years of his sole and peaceful reign (a.d. 1413-1421) 
were usefully employed in banishing the vices of civil discord, and 
restoring on a firmer basis the fabric of the Ottoman monarchy ; and 
he bequeathed an undisputed succession to his son Amurath II. 

§ 21. The deliverance of Constantinople was the accidental con- 
sequence of Timour’s victory over Bajazet. Upon receiving in- 
telligence of the retreat and captivity of the Ottoman, Manuel re- 
turned to Constantinople, and dismissed his blind competitor to an 
easy exile in the isle of Lesbos. But instead of prolonging the di- 
vision of the Ottoman powers, Manuel was tempted to assist the 
most formidable of the sons of Bajazet. The gratitude of Mahomet 
prevented him from disturbing the repose of the Greek empire ; but 
Amurath in the second year of his reign resumed the ambitious 
schemes of his predecessors, and laid siege to Constantinople (a.d. 
1422). But the strength of the walls resisted an army of 200,000 
Turks : their assaults were repelled by the sallies of the Greeks and 
their foreign mercenaries ; and after a siege of two months Amurath 
was recalled to Boursa by a domestic revolt, which had been kindled 
by Greek treachery, and was soon extinguished by the death^^of a 
guiltless brother. While he led his Janizaries to new conquests in 
Europe and Asia, the Byzantine empire was indulged in a servile 
and precarious respite of 30 years. Manuel sank into the grave ; 
and John Palseologus II. (a.d. 1425-1448) was permitted to reign, 
for an annual tribute of 300,000 aspers, and the dereliction of almost 
all that he hefd beyond the suburbs of Constantinople. 



Tilo Emperor Manuel and his wife Irene, or Helena, with their three sons, John (the 
Emperor John Palseolugus II.). Theodorus, and Andronicus. From a MS. of Diony- 
sius Areop(^;ita ; brought to France by Manuel Chrysoloros, the ambassador of the 
Emperor Manuel, a.d. 1408. (Du Oange, Historia Byzantina, p. 243.) 

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

EEITNION OF THE GREEK AND LATIN CHURCHES. REVIVAL OF GREEK 
LITERATURE IN ITALY. 

§ 1. Negociations of the emperors of Constantinople with the Roman pontiffs. 
§ 2. Visit of John Palseologus I. to the court of Rome. § 3, Visit of 
the Emperor Manuel to the courts of France and England. § 4. John 
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PdKologiM II. comes to Italy at the invitation of the Pope. § 5. Council 
of the Greeks and Latins at Ferrara and Florence : reunion of the Greek 
and Latin churches. § 6. Keviral of Gfeek learning in Italy a consequence 
of the visits of the Greek emperors. § 7. Greek studies of Petrarch and 
Boccaccio : Leo Pilatus, first Greek professor at Florence and in the West. 
§ 8. Foundation of the Greek language in Italy by Manuel Chrysoloras. 
§ 9. The Greeks in Italy. § 10. Emulation and progress of the Latins : 
Nicholas V. : Cosmo, and Lorenzo of Medicis. 

§ 1. In the four last centuries of the Greek emperors their friendly 
or hostile aspect towards the pope and the Latins may be observed 
as the thermometer of their prosperity or distress — as the scale of 
the rise and fall of the barbarian dynasties. After the recovery of 
Constantinople the throne of the first Palseologus was encompassed 
by foreign and domestic enemies : as long as the sword of Charles 
of Anjou, king of the Sicilies, was suspended over his head he basely 
courted the favour of the Roman j)ontiff, and sacrificed to*the present 
danger his faith, his virtue, and the affection of his subjects. The 
conquest of Bitbynia by the Turks admonished the younger An- 
dronicus to seek a temporal and spiritual alliance with the Western 
princes ; and both this emperor and his successor John Cantacuzene 
opened negociations with the Roman pontiffs Benedict XII. and 
Clement TI. But these negociations led to no result ; and it was 
not till the deposition of John Cantacuzene that the union of the 
Greek and Latin churches was seriously entertained. Of all the 
-Byzantine princes, John Palasologus I. was the best disposed to 
embrace, to believe, and to obey .the shepherd ^ the West. His 
mother, Anne of Savoy, was baptized in the bflrom of the Latin 
church : by her advice, and in the hope of foreign aid, Palseologus 
abjured the rights both of the church and state ; and the act of 
slavery, subscribed in purple ink, and sealed with the golden bull, 
was privately intrusted to an Italian agent. 

§ 2. The tempest of the Turkish arms soon burst on his head ; 
and after the loss of Adrianople and Romania he was enclosed in })is 
capital, the vassal of the haughty Amurath I., with the miserable hope 
of being the last devoured by the savage. In this abject state 
Palaeologus embraced the resolution of embarking for Venice, and 
casting himself at the feet of the pope : he was the first of the 
Byzantine princes who had ever visited the unknown regions of the 
West, yet in them alone he could seek consolation or relie|l; and 
with less violation of his dignity he might appear in the sacred 
college than at the Ottoman Porte, He was graciously received 
by Urban V,, who strove to rekindle the zeal of .the French king 
and the other powers of the West in favour of his proselyte (a.d. 
1369) ; but h© found them cold in the general cause, and active only 
in their domestic quarrels. Palceologus returned to Constantinople 
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without obtaining any assistance from the Western powers ; and 
his apostacy or conversion, devoid of any spiritual or temporal effects, 
was speedily forgotten by the Greeks and Latins. 

§ 3. Thirty years after the return of Palseologus, his son and 
successor Manuel, from a similar motive, but on a larger scale, again 
visited the countries of the West (a.d. 1400). He landed at Venice, 
passed the Alps, and was received at Paris by Charles VI. with the 
honours due to his rank. From France he crossed over to the 
adjacent island, and was lodged and treated in London as emperor 
of the East. But neither the king of France, nor our king Henry 
IV. was in a condition to afford any sucOour to the royal suppliant ; 
and Manuel, after a residence of two years in the West, embarked 
at Venice, and patiently exfxjcted, in the Morca, the moment of 
his ruin or deliverance (a.d. 1402). 

§ 4. After the victory of Timour, Manuel reigned many years in 
prosperity and peace. His son and successor, John Palasologus II., 
resumed the design of uniting the East and West ; and this emperor 
received at the same time an invitation from the council of Basel 
and from the poi)e Eugenius IV. The fathers of Basel aspired to 
the glory of reducing the Greeks within the pale of the church ; 
and their deputies invited the emperor and patriarch of Constan- 
tinople to unite with an assembly which possessed the confidence of 
the Western nations. At the same time Eugenius used every effort 
to secure the friendship of Palasologus. The decrees of the council 
of Basel continually tended to circumscribe the desix)tism of the 
]ioiDe, and to erect a supreme and perpetual tribunal in the church. 
Eugenius was impatient of the yoke ; and the union of the Greeks 
might afford a decent pretence for translating a rebellious synod from 
the Rhine to the Po. The emf»eior finally accepted the invitation of 
the pope, and, accompanied by the patriarch Joseph, and the most 
resi)ectable persons of the church and state, sailed to Venice, and 
from thence proceeded to Ferrara (a.d. 1438). 

§ 5. The Greeks were soon dissatisfied with their journey, with 
themselves, and with the pope. The artful pencil of his emissaries 
had painted him in a prosperous state, at the head of the princes 
and prelates of Europe, obedient at his voice to believe and to arm. 
The thin appearance of the universal synod of Ferrara betrayed his 
weakness ; nor was it possible to suppress the judicial acts of Basel 
against the dignity and person of Eugenius, which were finally con- 
cluded by a new election. Under these circumstances a truce or 
delay was asked and granted, till Palseologus could expect from the 
consent of the Latins some temporal reward for an unpopular union ; 
and, after the first session, the public proceedings were adjourned 
about six months. But all obstacles were surmounted by time ami 
policy. The violence of the fathers of Basel rather promoted than 
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injured the cause of Eugenius : the nations of Europe abhorred the 
schism, and disowned the election*, of Felix V. ; the council, which 
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the pope summoned to 
meet at Florence, gradu- 
ally rose in numbers and 
influence; and at length 
after the labour of 9 
months and the debates 
of 25 sessions, the Latins 
of Florence attained the 
advantage and glory 
of the reunion of the 
Greeks. The pope and 
emperor were desirous of 
a seeming union, which 
could alone accomplish 
the purposes of their in- 
terview. The ready and 
active obedience of the 
archbishops of Russia 
and Nice, of Isidore and 
Bessarion, was prompted 
and recompensed by their 
speedy promotion to the 
dignity of cardinals; and' 
the will of the monarch 
produced a false and ser- 
vile unanimity. In the 
treaty between the two 
nations several forms of 
consent were proposed, 
such as might satisfy the 
Latins without disho- 
nouring the Greeks ; and 
it was finally agreed that 
the Holy Ghost proceeds 
from the Father and the 
Son, as from one prin- 
ciple and one substanc® ; 
that he proceeds by the 
Son, being of the same 
nature and substance ; 


and that he proceeds from the Father and the Son, by one spiration 
and production. The act of union was subscribed by the pope, the 


emperor, and the principal members of both churches ; and on a 
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memomble day, the 6th of July (a.d. 1438), the successors of St. 
Peter and Constantine ascended their thrones ; the two nations 
assembled in the cathedral of Florence ; their representStives, Car- 
dinal Julian, and Bessarion archbishop of Nice, appeared in the 
j)ulpit, and, after reading in their respective tongues the act of union, 
they mutually embraced in the name and the presence of their ap- 
plauding brethren. In the distribution of public and private rewards 
the liberal pontiff exceeded their hopes and his promises ; the Greeks 
returned by the same road of Ferrara and Venice ; and their reception 
at GonstantinSfple was such as will be described in the following 
chapter. The fame of Eugenius was diffused over the West ; the 
council of Basel was silently dissolved ; Felix renounced the tiara ; nor 
has Home been since disturbed by the mischiefs of a contested election. 

§ 6. The journeys of three emperors were unavailing for th® de- 
liverance of Constantinople ; but they were productive ot(a bene- 
ficial consequence, the revival of the Greek learning in Italy, from 
whence it was propagated to the last nations of the West and North. 
In their lowest servitude and depression, the subjects of the Byzan- 
tine throne were still possessed of a golden key that could unlock 
the treasures of antiquity, of a musical and prolific language that 
gives a soul to the objects of sense, and a body to the abstractions of 
philosophy. Since the barriers of the monarchy, and even of the 
capital, had been trampled under foot, the various barbarians had 
doubtless corrupted the form and substance of the national dialect ; 
but a purer idiom was spoken in the court and taught in the college ; 
the schools of philosophy and eloquence were perpetuated till the 
fall of the empire ; and it may be affirmed that more books and more 
knowledge were included within the walls of Constantinople than 
could be dispersed over the extensive countries of the West, But 
the Greeks were stationary or retrograde, while the Latins were ad- 
vancing with a rapid and progressive motion. In Europe the lower 
ranks of society were relieved from the yoke of feudal servitude ; 
and freedom is the first step to curiosity and knowledge. The 
use, however rude and corrupt, of the Latin tongue had been pre- 
served by the church ; the universities, from Bologna to Oxford, 
were peopled with thousands of scholars ; and their misguided ardour 
might be directed to more liberal and manly studies. In the resur- 
rection of science Italy was the first that cast, away her shroud ; and 
the eloquent Petrarch, by his lessons and his example, may justly 
be applauded as the first harbinger of day. A purer style of com- 
position, a more generous and rational strain of sentiment, flowed 
from the study and imitation of the writers of ancient Borne ; and 
the disciples of Cicero and Virgil approached, with reverence and 
love, the sanctuary of their Grecian masters. 

§ 7. The most learned Italians of the fifteenth century have con- 
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fesscd and applauded the restoration of Greek literature, after a long 
oblivion of many hundred years. Yet in that country, and beyond 
the Alps, some names are quoted ; some profound scholars who, in 
tlie darker ages, were honourably distinguished by their knowledge 
of the Greek tongue ; but the idiom, which they had so marvellously i 
acquired, was transcribed in few manuscripts, and not taught in any 
university of the West. In a comer of Italy it faintly existed as 
the popular, or at least as the ecclesiastical, dialect. The Calabrian 
churches were long attached to the throne of Constantinople ; and 
the monks of St. Basil pursued their studies in Mount Athos and 
the schools of the East. Calabria was the native country of Barlaam, 
who was sent by the younger Andronicus as an ambassador to pope 
Benedict XII. ; and Barlaam was the first who revived, beyond the 
Alps, th^memory, or at least the writings of Homer (a.d. 133fi). 
In the court of Avignon he formed an intimate connection with 
Petrarch, the first of the Latin scholars, who applied himself with 
eager curiosity and assiduous diligence to the study of the Greek 
language. But he was soon deprived of the society and lessons of 
this useful assistant ; Barlaam relinquished his fruitless embassy, 
and returned to Greece ; and as Petrarch advanced in life, the attain- 
ment of the Greek language was the object of his wishes rather thasi 
of his hopes. The prize which eluded his efforts was obtained by 
the fortune and industry of his friend Boccaccio, the father of the 
Tuscan prose. That popular writer, who derives his reputation 
from the Decameron, an hundred novels of pleasantry and love, may 
aspire to the more serious praise of restoring in Italy the study of 
the Greek language. In the year 1 360 a disciple of Barlaam, whose 
name was Leo or Leontius Pilatus, was detained in his way to 
Avignon by the advice and hospitality of Boccaccio, who lodged the 
stranger in his house, prevailed on the republic of Florence to allow 
him an annual stipend, and devoted his leisure to the first Greek 
professor, who taught that language in the Western countries of 
Europe (a.d. 1360-1363). It was from his explanation that Boc- 
caccio composed and transcribed a literal prose version of the Iliad 
and Odyssey, which satisfied the thirst of his friend Petrarch, and 
which, perhaps in the succeeding century, was clandestinely used 
by Lauren tins Valla, the Latin interpreter. The first steps of learn- 
ing are slow and laborious ; no more than ten votaries of Homer 
could be enumerated in all Italy, and neither Rome, nor Venice^ nor 
Naples, could add a single name to this studious catalogue. 

§ 8. But the faint rudiments of Greek learning, which Petranjh 
had encouraged and Boccaccio bad planted, soon withered and ex- 
pired. The succeeding generation was content for a yvhile with the 
improvement of Latin eloquence ; nor was it before the end of the 
fourteenth century that a new and i^petual fiame was rekindled in 
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Italy. Previous to hitf own Journey, the emperor Manuel despatched 
his envoys and orators to implore the compassion of the Western 
princes. Of these envoys the most consx^icuous, or the most learned, 
was Manuel Chrysoloras, who, after visiting the courts of France 
and England, was invited to assume the office of a professor ; and 
Florence had again the honour of this second invitation (a.d. 1300- 
1415). By his knowledge, not only of the Greek but of the Latin 
tongue, Chrysoloras deserved the stipend and surpassed the expecta- 
tion of the republic. At the same time and place the Latin classics 
were explained by John of Ravenna, the domestic pupil of Petrarch : 
the Italians, who illustrated their age and country, were formed in 
this double school, and Florence beenme the fruitful seminary of 
Greek and Roman erudition. 

§ 9. After his example, the restoration of the Greek letters in 
Italy was prosecuted by a series of emigrants, who were destitute of 
fortune and endowed with learning, or at least with language (A.b. 
1400-1500). From the terror or oppression of the Turkish arms, 
the natives of Thcssalonica and Constantinople escaped .to a land of 
freedom, curiosity, and wealth. I shall not attempt to enumerate the 
restorers of Grecian literature in the fifteenth century ; and it may 
be suflicient to mention with gratitude the names of Theodore Gaza, 
of George of Trebizond, of John Argyropulus, and Demetrius Chal- 
cocondyles, who taught their native language in the schools of 
Florence and R6me. 

§ 10. Italy, was divided into many independent states ; and at that 
time it was the ambition of princes and republics to vie with each 
other in the encouragement and reward of literature. The fame of 
Nicholas V. has not been adequate to his' merits (a.d. 1447-1455). 
The influence of the holy sec pervaded Christendom ; and he exerted 
that influence in the search, not of benefices, but of books. Froiu 
the ruins of the Byzantine libraries, from the darkest monasteries 
of Gennany and Britain, he collected the dusty manuscripts of the 
writers of antiquity ; and wherever the original could not be re- 
moved, a faithful copy was transcribed and transmitted for his 
use. To his munificence the Latin world was indebted for tlio 
versions of Xenophon, Diodorus, Polybius, Thucydides, Herodotus, 
and Appian ; of Strabo’s Geography, of the Iliad, of the most valu- 
able works of Plato and Aristotle, of Ptolemy and Theophrastus, and 
of the fathers of the Greek church. The example of the Roman 
pontiff was preceded or imitated by a Florentine merchant, who 
governed the republic without arms and without a title. Cosmo of 
Medicis was the father of a line of princes whose name and age are 
almost synonyipous with the restoration of learning ; his credit was 
ennobled into fame ; his riches were dedicated to the service of man- 
kind ; he corresponded at once with Cairo and London ; and a cargo 
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of Indian spices and Greek books was often imported in the same 
vessel. The genius and education of his grandson Lorenzo rendered 
him not only a patron but a judge and candidate in the literary 
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race. In his palace, distress was entitled to relief, and merit to re- 
ward: his leisure hours were delightfully spent in the Platonic 
academy, which assembled in the gardens of his palace ; he encou- 
raged the emulation of Demetrius Chalcocondyles and Angelo Poli- 
tian ; and his active missionary Janus Lascaris returned from the 
East with a treasure of two hundred manuscripts, fourscore of which 
were as yet unknown in the libraries of Europe. The rest of Italy 
was animated by a similar spirit, and the progress of the nation re- 
paid the liberality of her princes. The Latins held ‘the exclusive 
property of their own literature ; and these disciples of Greece were 
swn capable of transmitting and improving the lessons which they 
had imbibed. After a short succession of foreign teachers, the tide 
of emigration subsided ; but the language of Constantinople was 
spread beyond the Alps, and the natives of France, Germany, and 
England imparted to their country the sacred fire which they had 
kiudled**in the schools of Florence and Rome. 
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CHArTER XXXVIII. 

THE CAPTURE OF CONSTAKTINOPLE BY THE TURKS. 

§ 1. The Greek schism afler the council of Florence. §2. Reign and character 
of Amurath II. ^3. Eugenius foims a league against the Turks. § 4. 
Ladislaus, king of Hungary and Poland, inarches against them: his vic- 
tories, and subsequent defeat and death at Varna § 5. Accession of Con- 
stantine Pal^eologus, the last of the Greek emperors, and lilahomet II., 
the conqueror of Constantinople; character of Mahomet II. § 6. Prepa- 
rations for the siege of Constantinople. § 7. Mahomet forms the sie^e of 
Constantinople: forces of the Turks and Greeks. § 8. False union of the 
Latin and Greek Churches: religious discord. § '9. Siege of Constantinople. 
§ 10. The general assault: capture of the city. § 11. Mahomet visits the 
city, St. Sophia, and the palace. § 12. He repeoples and adorns Con- 
stantinople. § 13. Extinction of the imperial families of Comnenus and 
Palacologus: loss of the Morea and of Trebizond. § 14. Grief and terror 
of Europe: death of Mahomet II. 

§ 1. The last hope of the falling city and empire was placed in the 
li^rmony of the mother and daughter, in the maternal tenderness of 
Rome, and the filial obedience of Constantinople. In the synod of 
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Florence, the Greeks and Latins had embraced, and subscribed, and 
promised ; but these signs of friendship were perfidious or fruitless ; 
and the baseless fabric of the union vanished like a dream. The 
emperor and his prelates returned home in the Venetian galleys; 
but no sooner did they land on the Byzantine shore, than they were 
saluted, or rather assailed, with a general murmur of zeal and dis- 
content. While Eugenius triumphed in the union and orthodoxy 
of the Greeks, his party was contracted to the walls, or rather to 
the palace, of Constantinople. The zeal of Palseologus had been 
excited by interest ; it was soon cooled by opposition : an attempt 
to violate the national belief might endanger his life and crown ; 
nor could the pious rebels be destitute of foreign and domestic 
aid. The sword of his brother Demetrius, who in Italy had main- 
tained a prudent and popular silence, was half unsheathed in the 
cause of religibn ; and Amurath, the Turkish sultan, was displeased 
and alarmed by the seeming friendship of the Greeks and Ijatins. 

§ 2. The justice and moderation of Amurath II. (a.d. 1421-1451) 
are attested by his conduct, and acknowledged by the Christians 
themselves. But the most striking feature in his life and character 
is the double abdication of the Turkish throne. Resigning the 
sceptre to his son, he retired to the pleasant residence of Magnesia ; 
but he was soon called from his retreat by the Hungarian invasion ; 
and his obedient son was the foremost to urge the pTiblic danger and 
thp wishes of the people. Under the banner of their veteran leader, 
the Janizaries fought and conquered ; but after the victory of 
JTama he again resigned the crown. His repose was again inter- 
rupted by the danger of the state. A victorious army disdained the 
inexperience of their youthful ruler ; and the unanimous divan-im- 
plored his presence to appease the tumult, and prevent the rebel- 
lion, of the Janizaries. At the well-known voice of their master 
they trembled and obeyed ; and the reluctant sultan was compelled 
to support his splendid servitude, till, at the end of four years, he 
was relieved by the angel of death. Age or disease, misfortune or 
caprice, have tempted several princes to descend from the throne ; 
and they have had leisure to repent of their irretrievable step. But 
Amurath alone, in the full liberty of choice, after the trial of empire 
and solitude, has re^peated his preference of a private life. 

§ 3. After the departure of his Greek brethren, Eugenius had not 
been unmindful of their temporal interest ; but the spirit of the 
cnisades had expired ; and the coldness of the Franks was not less 
unreasonable than their headlong passion. In the eleventh century 
a fanatic monk could precipitate Europe on Asia for the recovery of 
the holy sepulchre : but in the fifteenthi the most pressing motives 
of religion and policy were insuflScient to unite the Latins in the 
defence of Christendom. The French, English, and Germans re- 
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mained inactive ; but the Hungarians and Poles responded to the 
call of the pontiff and the eloquence of his legate, Cardinal Julian. 
The designs of Eugenius were promoted by the circumstances of the 
times ; by the union of the two crowns on the head of Ladislaus, 
a young and ambitious soldier ; by the valour of an hero, whoso 
name, the name of John Huniades, was already popular among 
the Christians, and formidable to the Turks. An endless treasure 
of pardons and indulgences was scattered by the legate ; many pri- 
vate warriors of France and Germany enlisted under the holy 
banner ; and the crusade derived some strength, or at least some 
reijutation, from the new allies both of Europe and Asia. A 
fugitive despot of Scrvia exaggerated the distress and ardour of 
the Christians beyond the Danube, who would unanimously rise 
to vindicate their religion and liberty. The Greek emperor, with 
a spirit unknown to his fathers, engaged to guard the Bosporus, and 
to sally from Constantinople at the head of his national and merce- 
nary troops. The sultan of Caramania announced the retreat of 
Amurath, and a powerful diversion in the heart of Anatolia ; and 
if the fleets of the West could occupy at the same moment the 
straits of the Hellespont, the Ottoman monarchy would be dissevered 
and destroyed. The subjects of Philip of Burgundy sailed, in a 
gallant fleet, from the coast of Flanders to the Hellespont ;* and 
the hostile fleets of Venice and Genoa were associated under the 
standard of St. Peter. 

§ 4. Of the Polish and Hungarian diets a religious war was the 
unanimous cry; and Ladislaus, after passing the Danube, led an 
army of his confederate subjects as far as Sophia, the capital of the 
Bulgarian kingdom. In this expedition they obtained two signal 
victories, which were justly ascribed to the valour and conduct of 
Huniades. The approach of winter, and the natural and artificial 
obstacles of Mount Hsemus, arrested the progress of the hero ; but 
the retreat was undisturbed ; and the entrance into Buda was at 
once a military and religious triumph. The most solid proof, and 
the most salutary consequence, of victory, was a deputation from 
the divan to solicit peace, to restore Servia, to ransom the prisoners, 
and to evacuate the Hungarian frontier. By this treaty the rational 
objects of the war were obtained: the king, the despot, and 
Huniades himself, in the diet of Segedin, were satisfied with public 
and private emolument ; a ti-uce of ten years was concluded ; and 
the followers of Jesus and Mahomet, who swore on the Gospel and 
the Koran, attested the word of God as the guardian of truth and the 
avenger of perfidy. During the whole transaction the cardinal 
legate had observed a sullen silence, unwilling to approve, and 
unable to oppose, the consent of the king and people. But the diet 
was not dissolved before* Julian was fortified by the welcome intel- 
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ligence that Anatolia was invaded by the Caramanian, and Thrace 
by the Greek emperor ; that the fleets of Genoa, Venice, and Bur- 
gundy were masters of the Hellespont ; and that the allies, informed 
of the victory, and ignorant of the treaty, of Ladislaus, impatiently 
waited for the return of his victorious army. The legate absolved 
the king of Hungary from his oath ; and waT was resolved on the 
same spot where peace had so lately been sworn. But the same 
treaty which should have bound the conscience of Ladislaus had 
diminished his strength. On the proclamation of the peace the 
French and German volunteers departed with indignant murmurs ; 
the Foies were exhausted by distant warfare, and perhaps disgusted 
with foreign command ; and their j^alatines accepted the first 
licence, -and hastily retired to their provinces and castles. Even 
Hungary was divided by faction, or restrained by a laudable scruple ; 
and the relics of the crusade that marched in the second expedition 
were reduced to an inadequate force of 20,000 men. After the 
passage of the Danube they marched through the plains of Bulgaria ; 
and their last station was at Varna, near the sea-shore ; on^which 
the defeat and death of Ladislaus have bestowed a memorable name. 
Ten thousand Christians were slain in the disastrous battle of 
Varna : the loss of the Turks, more considerable in numbers, bore a 
smaller proportion to their total strength ; yet the philosophic sultan 
was not ashamed to confess tliat his ruin must bo the consequence of 
a second and similar victory (a.d. 1444). 

§ 5. Tn the long career of the decline and fall of the Roman empire, 
I have reached at length the last reign of the princes of Constantinople, 
who so feebly sustained the name and majesty of the C*xsars. John 
Falseologus was succeeded by his eldest brother Constantine, about 
four years after the Hungarian crusade (a.d. 1448) : and three years 
after the accession of the Greek emperor, Mahomet II. ascended the 
Ottoman throne, at the age of 21, upon the decease of his father 
Amurath II. (a.d. 1451). Mahomet had -been educated with the 
utmost care. Under the tuition of the most skilful masters ho 
advanced with an early and rapid progress in the paths of know- 
ledge ; and besides his native tongue it is affirmed that he spoke or 
understood five languages, the Arabic, the Persian, the Chaldaean or 
Hebrew, the Latin, and the Greek. But the influence of religion 
and learning was employed without effect on his savage and licentious 
nature. Without believing all the stories related of his cruelty, it 
cannot be denied that his passions were at once furious and in- 
exorable ; that in the palace, as in the field, a torrent of blood was 
spilt on the slightest provocation ; and that the noblest of the captive 
youth were often dishonoured by his unnatural lust. He was 
doubtless a soldier, and possibly a general ; Constantinople has 
sealed his glory ; but if we oompare the means, the obstacles, and 
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the achievements, Mahomet 11. must blush to sustain a parallel with 
Alexander or Timour. 

§ 6. Soon after the accession of Mahomet the ambassadors of 
Europe and Asia appeared to solicit his friendship, and to all he 
spoke the language of moderation and joeace. The confidence of the 
Greek emperor was revived by the solemn oaths and fair, assurances 
with wmich he sealed the ratification of the treaty : but while peace 
was on his lips, war was in his heart, and he had secretly sworn 
to obtain possession of Constantinople. His piirix)se was soon an- 
nounced by an order which in some degree commenced the siege 
of the city. In the narrow pass of the Bosporus an Asiatic 
fortress had formerly been raised by his grandfather ; in the opposite 
situation, on the European side, he erect^ a more formidable castle, 
on a spot named Asomaton, about five miles from the Greek 
metro]X)lis (a.d. 1452). The Greek emperor beheld with terror the 
irresistible progress of the work, and vainly strove by flatterj'^ and 
gifts to assuage an implacable foe, who sought, and secretly fomented, 
the slightest occasion of a quarrel. Such occasions must soon and 
inevitably be found. After mutual recriminations war was openly 
declared; but the siege of Constantinople was deferred till the 
ensuing spring. Meantime the Greek emperor implored with fervent 
prayers the assistance of the Western powers. But Christendom 
beheld with indifference the fall of the Byzantine empire : some 
states were too weak, and others too remote ; by some the danger 
was considered as imaginary, by others as inevitable ; the Western 
princes were involved in their endless and domestic quarrels ; and 
the . Boman pontiff was exasperated by the falsehood or obstinacy of 
the Greeks. 

§ 7. In the beginning of the spring (a.d. 1453) the Turkish 
vanguard swept the towns and villages as far as the gates of the 
capital, and on the 6th day of April Mahomet planted before 
the gate of St. Romanus the Imperial standard, and formed the 
memorable siege of Constantinople. The troops of Asia and Europe 
extended on the right and left from the Propontis to the harbour; 
the Janizaries in the front were stationed before the sultan’s tent; 
the Ottoman line was covered by a deep intrenchment ; and a sub- 
ordinate army enclosed the suburb of Galata, and watched the 
doubtful faith of the Genoese. The whole mass of the Turkish 
powers amounted to 258,000 men. In her last decay Constantinople 
was still peopled with more than 100,000 inhabitants; but they 
mostly consisted of mechanics, of priests, of women, and of men 
devoid of that spirit which even women have sometimes exerted for 
the common safety. By the emperor’s command a particular 
inquiry had been made through the streets and houses, how many 
of the citizens, or even of the monks, were able and willing to bear 
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anas for their country. The lists were intrusted to Phranza ; and 
after a diligent addition he informed , his master, with grief and 
surprise, that the national defence was reduced to 4970 Homans, 
They derived some accession from a body* of 2000 strangers, under 
the command of John Justiniani, a noble Genoese : a strong chain 
was drawn across the mouth of the harbour : it was .supported by 
some Greek and Italian vessels of war and merchandise ; and the 
ships of every Christian nation, that successively arrived from 
Candia and the Black Sea, were detained for the public service. 
Against the powers of the Ottoman empire, a city of the extent of 
13, perhaps of 16, miles was defended by a scanty garrison of 7000 
or 8000 soldiers. Europe and Asia were open to the besiegers; 
but the strength and provisions of the Greeks must sustain a daily 
decrease; nor could they indulge tlie expectation of any foreign 
succour or Ripply. 

§ 8. Meanwhile the Greeks were distracted by the spirit of re- 
ligious discord. Before his death the emperor John Palseologus had 
renounced the unpopular measuie of an union with the Latins ; nor 
was the idea revived till the distress of his brother Constantine 
imposed a last trial of flattery and dissimulation. With the demand 
of temporal aid his ambassadors were instructed to mingle the 
assurance of spiritual obedience ; and his orthodox wishes solicited 
the presence of a Roman legate. The Vatican had been too 
often deluded; yet the signs of repentance could not decently 
be overlooked ; a legate was more easily granted than an army ; 
and about six months before the final destruction, the cardinal 
Isidore of Russia appeared in that character with a retinue of priests 
and soldiers. The emperor saluted him as a friend and father ; and 
with the most obsequious of the clergy and laymen subscribed the 
act of union, as it had been ratified in the council of Florence. On 
the 12th of December (a.d. 1452) the two nations, in the church of 
St. Sophia, joined in the communion of sacrifice and prayer ; but 
the greatest part of the clergy and people rejected the act of 
union, and abjured all communion with the present and future as- 
sociates of the Latins. 

§ 9. Of the triangle which composes the figure of Constantinople 
the two sides along the sea were made inaccessible to an enemy ; 
the Propontis by nature, and the harbour by art. Between the two 
waters, the basis of the triangle, the land side was protected ^by a 
double wall and a deep ditch of the depth of 100 feet. Against this 
line of fortification, which Phranza, an eye-witness, prolongs to the 
measure of six miles, the Ottomans directed their principal attack ; 
and the emperor, after distributing the service and command of the 
most perilous stations, undertook the defence of the external wall. 
In the first days of the siege the Greek soldiers descended into the 
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ditch, or sallied into the field ; but they soon discovered that, iu the 
proportion of their numbers, one Christian was of more value than 
20 Turks; and, after these bold preludes, they were prudently 
content to maintain the rampart with their missile weapons. A 
circumstance that distinguishes the siege of Constantinople is the 
re-union of the ancient and modem artillery. The cannon were 
intermingled with the mechanical engines, for casting stones and 
darts ; the bullet and the battering-ram were directed against the 
same walls ; nor had the discovery of gunpowder superseded 
the use of the liquid and unextinguishable fire. By these arts of 
attack the tower of St. Romanus was at length overturned: after 
a severe struggle the Turks were repulsed from the breach and 
interrupted by darkness : but during tlie night each moment was 
im]7roved by the activity of the emperor and Justiniani ; and at the 
dawn of day the impatient sultan perceived, with astonishftient and 
grief, that the ditch was cleared and restored, and the tower of 
St. Romanus was again strong and entire. During the height of 
the siege the hopes of the Greeks were revived by the daring and 
successful enterprise of five vessels, one bearing the imperial flag,^ 
and the other four belonging to the Genoese, laden with provisions, 
and, above all, with soldiers and mariners, for the service of the 
capital. These ships forced their way through the Turkish fleet, 
and securely anchored within the chain of the harbour. 

§ 10. The reduction of the city appeared to be hopeless, unless a 
double attack could be made from the harbour as well as from the 
land ; but the harbour was inaccessible : an impenetrable chain was 
now defended by 8 large ships, more than 20 of a smaller size, with 
several galleys and sloops ; and, instead of forcing this barrier, the 
Turks might apprehend a naval sally and a second encounter in 
the open sea. In this perplexity the genius of Mahomet conceived 
and executed a plan of a bold and marvellous cast, of transporting 
by land his lighter vessels and military stores from the Bosporus 
into the higher part of the harbour. The distance is about six 
miles : a level way was covered with a broad platform of strong 
and solid planks ; and fourscore light galleys and brigantines of 50 
and 30 oars, were disembarked on the Bosporus shore, arranged 
successively on rollers, and drawn forwards by the power of men / 
and pulleys. In the course of a single night this Turkish fleet, 
painfully climbed tj^e hill, steered over the plain, and was launched 
frpm the declivity into the shallow waters of the harbour, leCr 
above the molestation of the deeper vessels of the Greeks. As 
soon as Mahomet had occupied the upper harbour with a. fleet 
and army, he constructed in the narrowest part a bridge, or rather 
mole, of 50 cubits in breadth and one hundred in length : it was 
foimed of casks and hogsheads, joined with rafters, linked, with 
oinBON. 2 B 



026 


THE GENERAL ASSAULT. 


Chap. XXXVIII 


iron, and covered witli a solid floor. On tliis floating battery he 
planted one of his largest cannon, while the fourscore galleys, 
witli troops and scaling-ladders, approached the most accessible side, 
which had formerly been stormed by the Latin conquerors. After 
a siege of 40 days the fate of Constantinople could no longer be 
averted. The diminutive garrison was exhausted by a double 
attack : the fortifications, which had stood for ages against hostile 
violence, were dismantled on ail sides by the Ottoman cannon ; 
niany breaches were opened, and near the gate of St. Romanus four 
towers had been levelled with the ground. Several days were 
employed by the sultan in the preparations of the assault ; and a 
respite was granted by his favourite science of astrology, which had 
fix^ on the 29th of May as the fortunate and fatal hour. At day- 
break, without the customary signal of the morning-gun, the Turks 
assaulte(T the city by sea and land ; and the similitude of a twined 
or twisted thread has been applied to the closeness and continuity 
of their line of attack. Under their respective bashaws and sanjaks, 
the troops of Anatolia and Romania were successively led to the 
charge : their progress was various and doubtful ; but, after a con- 
flict of two hours, the Greeks still maintained and improved their 
advantage ; and the voice of the emperor was heard, encouraging 
his soldiers to achieve, by a last eifort, the deliverance of their 
country. In that fatal moment the Janizaries arose, fresh, vigorous^ 
and invincible. From the lines, the gallics, and the bridge, the 
Ottoman artillery thundered on all . sides ; and the camp and city, 
the Greeks and the Turks, were involved in a cloud of smoke, 
which could only be disi:>elled by the final deliverance or destruction 
of the Roman empire. The immediate loss of Constantinople may 
bo ascribed to the bullet, or arrow, which pierced the gauntlet of 
John Justiniarii. The sight of his blood, and the exquisite pain, 
appalled the courage of the chief, whose arms and counsels were 
the firmest rampart of the city. He withdrew from his station, 
and hastily passed through one of the breaches of the inner wall. 
His example was imitated by the greatest part of the Latin 
auxiliaries, and the defence began to slacken when the attack was 
pressed with redoubled vigour. The walls and towers were covered 
with a swarm of Turks; and the Greeks, now driven from the 
vantage-ground, were overwhelmed by increasing multitudes. 
Amidst these multitudes the emperor, who f^complished all the 
duties of a general and a soldier, was long seen and finally logt. 
The nobles, who fought round his person, sustained, till their last 
breath, the honourable names of Palaeologus and Cantacuzene : his 
mournful exclamation was heard, “ Cannot there be found a Christian 
to cut off my head ? ” and his last fear was that of falling alive into 
the hands of the infidels. The prudent despair of Constantine cast 
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away the purple : amidst the tumult he fell by an unknown hand, 
and his body was buried under a mountain of the slain, llwj 
victorious Turks rushed through the breaches of the inner wall : 
and as they advanced into the streets, they were soon joined by 
their brethren, wlio had forced the gate Phenar on the side of the 
harbour. It was thus, after a siege of 53 days, that Constantinople, 
which had defied the power of Chosroes, the Chagan, and the 
caliphs, was irretrievably subdued by the arms of Mahomet II. 
Her empire only had been subverted by the Latins : her religion 
was trampled in the dust by the Moslem conquerors. 

The wealth of Constantinople was granted by the Sultan to his 
victorious troops, who exercised their work of rapine in all the 
churches and monasteries, in all the palaces and habitations, of the 
capital ; nor could any place, however sacred or sequestered, protect 
the persons or the property of the Greeks. Above 60,000 of this 
devoted people were transported from the city to the cami) and fleet ; 
exchanged or sold according to the caprice or interest of their 
masters, and dispersed in remote servitude through the provinces 
of the Ottoman empire. The chain and entrance of the outward 
harbour was still occupied by the Italian ships of merchandise and 
war. They had signalised their valour in the siege : they embraced 
the moment of retreat, while the Turkish mariners were dissipated 
in the pillage of the city. When they hoisted sail, the beach was 
covered with a suppliant and lamentable crowd ; but the means of 
transjxirtation were scanty ; the Venetians and Genoese selected their 
countrymen; and, notwithstanding the fairest promises of the sultan, 
the inhabitants of Galata evacuated their houses, and embarked with 
their most precious etfects. 

§ 11. From the first hour of the memorable 29th of May, disorder 
and rapine prevailed in Constantinople till the eighth hour of the 
same day, when the sultan himself passed in triumph through the 
gate of St. Romanus. The conqueror gazed with satisfaction and 
wonder on the strange though splendid appearance of the domes and 
palaces, so dissimilar from the style of Oriental architecture. In the 
hippodrome, or atmeidan, his eye was attracted by the twisted 
column of the three serpents ; and, as a trial of his strength, he shat- 
tered with his iron mace or battle-axe the under jaw of one of these 
monsters, which in the eyes of the Turks were the idols or talismans 
of the city. At the principal door of St. Sophia he alighted from 
his horse and entered the dome : by his command the metropolis of 
the Eastern church was transformed into a mosque : the rich and 
portable instruments of superstition had been removed ; the crosses 
were thrown down ; and the walls, which were covered with images 
and mosaics, were washed and jmrified, and restored to a state of 
naked simplicity. On the same day, or on the ensuing Friday, thq 
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muezin^ or crier, ascended the most lofty turret, and proclaimed the 
ezan, or public invitation, in the name of God and his prophet ; tlie 
imam preached ; and Mahomet II. performed the namaz of prayer 
and thanksgiving on the great altar, where the Christian mysteries 
had so lately been celebrated before the last of the Csesars. From 
St. Sophia he proceeded to the august but desolate mansion of an 
hundred successors of the great Constantine, but which in a few hours 
had been stripped of the pomp of royalty. Yet his mind was not 
satisfied, nor did the victory seem complete, till he was infoimed of 
the fate of Constantine — whether he had escaped, or been made 
prisoner, or had fallen in the battle. Two Janizaries claimed the 
honour and reward of his death : the body, under a heap of slain, 
was discovered by the golden eagles embroidered on his shoes ; the 
Greeks acknowledged with tears the head of their late emperor ; 
and, after exposing the bloody trophy, Mahomet bestowed on his 
rival the honours of a decent funeral. On the 18th of June the 
victorious sultan returned to Adrianople, and smiled at the base 
and hollow embassies of the Christian princes, who viewed their 
approaching ruin in the fall of the Eastern empire. 

§ 12. Constantinople had been left naked and desolate, without a 
prince or a people. But she could not be despoiled of the incom- 
parable situation which marks her for the metropolis of a great 
empire ; and the genius of the place will ever triumi^h over the acci- 
dents of time and fortune. Boursa and AdrianoiJe, the ancient seats 
of the Ottomans, sunk into provincial towns ; and Mahomet II. 
established his own residence and that of his successors on the 
same commanding spot which had been chosen by Constantine. 
As the entire property of the soil and buildings, whether public or 
private, or profane or sacred, was now transferred to the conqueror, 
he first separated a space of eight furlongs from the jwint of the 
triangle for the establishment of his seraglio or palace. In the new 
character of a mosque, the cathedral of St. Sophia was endowed with 
an ample revenue, crowned with lofty minarets, and surrounded with 
groves and fountains for the devotion and refreshment of the Mos- 
lems. Constantinople no longer appertains to the Homan historian ; 
nor shall I enumerate the civil and religious edifices that were pro- 
faned or erected by its Turkish masters : the population was speedily 
renewed, and before the end of September 5000 families of Anatolia 
and Romania had obeyed the royal mandate, which enjoined them, 
under pain of death, to occupy their new habitations in the capital. 
The throne of Mahomet was guarded by the numbers and fidelity of 
his Moslem subjects ; but his rational policy aspired to collect the 
remnant of the Greeks, and they returned in crowds as soon as they 
were assured of their lives, their liberties, and the free exercise of 
their religion. In the election and investiture of a patriarch tlio 
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ceremonial of the Byzantine court was revived and imitated. Tlio 
churches of Constantinople were shared between the two religions : 
their limits were marked ; and, till it was infringeil by Selim, the 
grandson of Mahomet, the Greeks enjoyed above 60 years the benefit 
of this equal partition. 

§ 13. The remaining fragments of the Greek kingdom in Europe 
and Asia I shall abandon to the Turkish arms ; but the final extinc- 
tion of the two last dynasties which have reigned in Constantinople 
should terminate the decline and fall of the Homan empire iil *tho 
East. The despots of the Morea, Demetrius and Thomas, the two 
surviving brothers of the name of PaLuEOLOgus, were indulged in a 
respite of seven years. But this respite was a period of grief, dis- 
cord, and misery. Neither the ties of blood, nor the stronger pressure 
of necessity, could reconcile or suspend the quarrels of the *two 
brothers. The distress and revenge of the weaker rival invoked 
their supreme lord. Mahomet declared himself the friend of Deme- 
trius, and marched into the Morca with an irresistible force (a.d. 
1460) ; but instead of restoring him to the sovereignty, the sultan 
carried him to Adrianople, and took his daughter in man*iagc. 
Demetrius was joined the next year by a companion of misfortune, 
the last of the Comnenian race, who, after the taking of Constanti- 
nople by the Latins, had founded a new empire on the coast of the 
Black Sea. In the progress of his Anatolian conquests, Mahomet 
invested with a fleet and army tlie capital of David, who presumed 
to style himself emperor of Trebizond : the feeble Comnenus sur- 
rendered the city (a.d. 1461), and was transported with his family 
to a castle in Romania ; but on a slight suspicion of corresponding 
with the Persian king, David, and the whole Comnenian race, 
were sacrificed to the jealousy or avarice of the conqueror. It is 
not easy to pronounce whether the servitude of Demetrius, or the 
exile of his brother Thomas, be the most inglorious. On the con- 
quest of the Morea the despot escaped to Italy; and his misery 
was prolonged by a pension of 6000 ducats from the pope and car- 
dinals. His eldest son, Andrew, successively sold his inheritance ic 
the kings of France and Arragon : his younger son, Manuel, was 
tempted to revisit his native country, where he resided till his death. 

§ 14. The importance of Constantinople was felt and magnified 
in its loss : the siege and sack of Otranto by the Turks diffused a 
general consternation ; and Poi^e Sixtus was preparing to fly beyond 
the Alps, when the storm was instantly dispelled by the death of 
Mahomet II. in the 51st year of his age (a.d. 1481). His lofty 
genius aspired to the conquest of Italy : he was possessed of a strong 
city and a capacious harbour ; and the same reign might have been 
decorated with tlie trophies of the New and the Ancient Home. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

STATE OF ROME FROM THE TWELFTH TO THE FIFTEENTH CENTURV. 

§ 1. State and revolutions of Rome. § 2. Political heresy of Arnold of 
Brescia. §3. Revolution of the twelfth century : the Capitol, the coin, the 
prafect of the city, the senate. § 4. The ollice of senator : the senator 
Brancaleone. § 5. The senators Charles of Anjou, Pope Martin IV., tlje 
Emperor Lewis of Bavaria. § 6. The election of the popes. § 7. Trans- 
lation of the Holy See to Avignon. § 8. Institution of the Jubilee or 
holy year. § 9. The nobles or barons of Rome; the Colonna aiu.1 Ursini. 
§ 10. Petraich; his poetic coronation at Rome.' § 11. Birth, character, 
and patriotic designs of Kienzi. § 12. He assumes the government of 
Rome, with the title and oflice of tribune. § 13. Vices and follies of 
Rienzi: his fall and flight. § 14. Revolutions of Rome. § 15. Adven- 
tures of Rienzi. § 16. Rienzi senator of Rome: his death. § 17. Return 
of the popes to Rome: great schism of the West. § 18. End of the 
schism. § 19. The popes acquire the absolute dominion of Rome. 

§ 1. The Roman city acquiesced under the absolute dominion of the 
popes about the same time that Constantinople was enslaved by the 
Turkish arms. The rise and prt^ess of the temporal power of the 
pontiffs, their contests with the German emperors, and the disorders 
and revolutions of the city down to Gregory VII., have been de- 
scribed in a previous chapter of this work.* The turbulent Romans 
disdained the yoke and insulted the iinix)tcnco of their bishop ; nor 
would his Cviucation or character allow him to exercise, with decency 
or effect, the power of the sword. The motives of his election and 

♦ See Chapt. XXVI. 
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<Jio frailties of his life were exposed to their familiar ohs^rvation ; 
and proximity must diminish the reverence which his name and his 
decrees impressed on a barbarous world. Gregory VII. was driven 
from Rome, and died in exile at Salerno. Six-and-thirty of his suc- 
cessors, till their retreat to Avignon, maintained an unequal contest 
with the Romans ; their age and dignity were often violated ; and 
the churches, in the solemn rites of religion, were polluted with 
sedition and murder. 

§ 2. The trumpet of Roman liberty was first sounded by Arnold 
of Brescia, whose promotion in the church was confined to the lowest 
rank, and who wore the monastic habit rather as a garb of poverty 
than as a uniform of obedience. In his theological studies he had 
been the disciple of Abelard : from his master probably he imbibed 
some theological notions, repugnant to the taste of the times ; but a 
‘political heresy was the source of his fame and misfortunes. He 
presumed to quote the declaration of Christ, that his kingdom is not 
of this world : he boldly maintained that the sword and the sceptre 
were intrusted to the civil magistrate; and that the abbots, the 
bishops, and the pope himself, must renounce either their state or 
their salvation. During a short time the preacher was revered as a 
patriot ; but after his heresy had been condemned by Innocent II., 
in the general council of the Lateran, Arnold escaped beyond the 
Alps, till he found a safe and hospitable shelter in Zurich^ Ho 
afterwards returned to Rome ; he was protected, and had perhaps 
been invited, by the nobles and people ; and in the service of freedom 
his eloquence thundered over the seven hills. Blending in the same 
discourse the texts of Idvy and St. Paul, uniting tlie motives of 
the Gospel and of classic enthusiasm, he exhorted the Romans to 
assert the inalienable rights of men and Christians ; to restore the 
laws and magistrates of the republic ; to respect the name^o^ the 
em])eror ; but to confine their shepherd to tile spiritual government 
of his flock. Arnold of Bresefa ruled Rome above ten years (a.d. 
1144-1154), while two popes, Innocent 11. and Anastasius IV., 
either trembled in the Vatican or wandered as exiles in the adjacent 
cities. They were succeeded by a more vigorous and fortunate 
pontiff, Adrian IV., the only Englishman who has ascended the 
throne of St. Peter ; and whose merit emerged from the mean condi- 
tion of a monk, and almost a beggar, in the monastery of St. Albans. 
This pontiff procured the assistance of Frederic Bavbarossa : the 
martyr of freedom was burnt alive in the presence of a careless and 
ungrateful i>eople ; and his ashes were cast into the Tiber, lest the 
heretics should collect and worship the relics of their master. 

§ 3. In the revolution of the twelfth century, which gave a new 
existence and ajra to Rome, we may observe the real and Important 
events that marked or coniirmed her political independence. 1. I'he 
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Capitoline lull, one of her seven eminences, is about 400 yards in 
length, and 200 in breadth, and had from tho earliest ages been 
used as a temple in peace and a fortress in war. It was the first act 
of the Romans, an act of freedom, to restore the strength of the 
Capitol ; to fortify the seat of their arms and counsels ; and as often 
as they ascended the hill, the coldest minds must have glowed with 
the remembrance of their ancestors. IT. The successors of Diocletian 
had assumed the sole direction of the mint ; and the same preroga- 
tive was inherited by the Gothic kings of Italy and the long series 
of the Greek, the French, and the German dynasties. After an 
abdication of 800 years the Roman senate asserted this honourable 

and lucrative privilege ; 
and some of these re- 
publican coins of the 
twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries are shown in 
the cabinets of the 
curious. III. With the 



Gold sequin of tbe Roman Senate, from the Biltish 
Museum. Obverse : a. rKTiivs sisnator vrbis ; St. 
I’etcr delivering a banner to a kneeling senator. 
Reverse; roma capvt mvndi, s.p.q.k. ; the Saviour 
in aureola, holding a book. 


empire, the pimfcct ot 
the city had declined to 
a municipal officer; yet 
be still exercised in tho 


last appeal the civil and criminal jurisdiction ; and a drawn sword, 
which he received from the successors of Otho, was the mode of his 
investiture and the emblem of his functions. The dignity was con- 
fined to the noble families of Rome : the choice of the people was 
ratified by the pope ; but a triple oath of fidelity must have often 
embarrassed the pros feet in the conflict of adverse duties. A servant, 
in wh^ they possessed hut a third share, was dismissed by the inde- 
pendent Romans : in his place they elected a patrician; but this title, 
which Charlemagne had not disdained, was too lofty for a citizen or 
a subject; and after the first fervour of rebellion they consented 
without reluctance to the restoration of the proefect. IV. The senate 
was revived by Arnold in 1144, and was invested with the legis- 
lative and executive power ; but the views of the senators seldom 
reached beyond the present day. In its utmost plenitude the order 
or assembly consisted of 56 members, the most eminent of whom 
were distinguished by the title of counsellors. The popes, who in 
this tempest submitted rather to bend than to break, confirmed by 
treaty the •establishment and privileges of the senate, and expected 
from time, peace, and religion, the restoration of their government. 

§ 4. The union and vigour of a public council was dissolved in a 
lawless city ; and the Romans sought abroad those blessings which 
they were hopeless of finding at home. In the same age and from 
the same motives, most of the Italian •republics were promj^ted to 
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embrace a measure which, however strange it may seem, was adapted 
to their situation, and productive of the most salutary effects. They 
chose, in some foreign but friendly city, an impartia} magistrate of 
noble birth and unblemished character, a soldier ana a statesman, 
to whom they delegated for a time the supreme administration of 
peace and war. In the other Italian republics he usually bore th« 
title of podesta, but in • 

Romo he was desig- 
nated by the name of 
senator. It was thus, j 
about the middle of 
the thirteenth century, 
that the Romans called 
from Bologna the se- 
nator BrancaleonefA.i), Silver coin of the senator Brancalcone, from the British 
TOCO ioVo\ ' *1 * Museum. Obverse: buancaleo. s.i'.Q.tt. ; Lion to left. 

UoJ-Uoo}. By, the Kevorse: koma cafvt mvkdi ; Home scaled. 

guilty and licentious 

he was accused as cruel ; by the clergy he was suspected as partial ; but 
the friends of joeace and order applauded the firm and upright magis- 
trate by whom those blessings were restored. No criminals were so 
ix)werful as to brave, so obscure as to elude, the justice of the senator. 
By his sentence two nobles of the Annibaldi family were executed 
on a gibbet ; and he inexorably demolished, in the city and neigh- 
bourhood, 140 towers, the strong shelters of rapine and mischief. 

§ 5. The Romans subsequently elected for their senator a prince 
of independent ix>wer. Charles of Anjou and Provence, the most 
ambitious and warlike monarch of the age, accepted at the sanoe 
time the kingdom of Naples from the pope and the office of senator 
from the Roman people (a.d. 1265-1278). The enmity of Ni- 
cholas III. obliged the Sicilian king to abdicate the government of 
Rome. In his bull, a perpetual law, the pontiff establishes the annual 
election of the senator, and formally disqualifies all emperors, kings, 
princes, and persons of an eminent and conspicir — rank. This 
prohibitory clause was repealed in his own behalf by Martin IV,, 
who humbly solicited the suffrage of the Romans (a.d. 1281). About 
60 years afterwards the same title was granted to the emperor 
Lewis of Bavaria (a.d. 1328) ; and the liberty of Rome was acknow- 
ledged by her two sovereigns, who accepted a municipal office in the 
government of their own metropolis, ^ 

§ 6. Under the first Christian princes the chair of St. Peter was 
disputed by the votes, the venality, the violence, of a popular elec- 
tion : the sanctuaries of -Rome were polluted with blood ; and, from 
the third to the twelfth century, the church was distracted by the 
mischief of frequent schisms.* A peaceful and perpetual succession 
♦ Seo p. 443. 
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was ascertained by Alexander III. (a.d. 1179), who finally abolished 
the tumultuary votes of the clergy and people, and defined the right 
of election in the sole college of cardinals. The three orders of 
bishops, priests, and deacons, were assimilated to each other by this 
imix)rtant privilege ; the parochial clergy of Rome obtained the first 
rank in the hierarchy : they were indifferently chosen among the 
nations of Christendom ; and the possession of the richest benefices, 
of the most important bishoprics, was not incompatible with their 
title and office. The senators of the Catholic church were robed in 
purple, the symbol of martyrdom or royalty ; they claimed a proud 
equality with kings, and their dignity was enhanced by the small- 
ness of their number, which, till the reign of Leo X., seldom exceeded 
20 or 25 persons. By this wise regulation all doubt and scandal were 
removed, and the root of schism was so effectually destroyed, that in 
a period of 600 years a double choice has only once divided the 
unity of the sacred college. 

§ 7. Had the election been always held in the Vatican, the rights 
of the senate and people would not have been violated with impunity. 
But in the beginning of the fourteenth century the apostolic throne 
was transported, as it might seem for ever, from the Tiber to the 
Rhdne. Clement V., who owed his election to the dexterity of the 
French faction, took up his residence at Avignon (a.d.* 1309), which 
flourished above 70 years the seat of the Roman pontiff and the 
metropolis of Christendom. Under the shadow of the French 
monarchy, amidst an obedient people, the popes enjoyed an honour- 
able and tranquil state, to which they long had been strangers ; but 
Italy deplored their absence-; and Rome, in solitude and poverty, 
might repent of the ungovernable freedom which had driven from 
the Vatican the successor of St. Peter. Her repentance was tardy 
and fruitless : after the death of the old members, the sacred college 
was filled with French cardinals, who beheld Rome and Italy with 
abhorrence and contempt, and perpetuated a series of national, and 
even provincial, popes, attached by the most indissoluble ties to their 
native country. 

§ 8. The progress of industry had produced and enriched the 
Italian republics : but the position of Rome was less favourable : the 
character of the inhabitants was debased by indolence and elated by 
pride ; and they fondly conceived that the tribute of subjects must 
for ever nourish the metropolis of the church and empire. This 
prejudice was encouraged in some degree by the resort of pilgrima 
to the shrines of the apostles ; and the last legacy of the popes, the 
institution of the holy yeak, was not less "^neficial to the peo})lc 
than to the clergy. Boniface VIII. had sufficient learning to recol- 
lect and revive the secular games which were celebrated in Rome at 
the conclusion of every century. In the year 1300 he proclaimed a 
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])lcnary absolution to all Catholics who, in the course of that year, 
and at every similar period,, should respectfully visit the apostolic 
churches of St. Peter and St. Paul. The welcome sound was pro- 
jjagated through Christcindom ; and the highways were thronged 
with a swarm of pilgrims who sought to expiate their sins in a 
journey, however costly or laborious, which was exempt from the 
perils of military service. The calculation of their numbers could 
not be easy nor accurate : yet we are assured by a judicious historian, 
who assisted at the ceremony, that Home was never replenished with 
JBss than 200,000 strangers ; and another spectator has fixed at two 
millions the total concourse of the year. A trifling Ablation from 
each individual would accumulate a royal treasure, and two priests 
stood night and day, with rakes in their hands, to collect, without 
counting, the heaps of gold and silver that were poured on the altar 
of St. Paul. From a city without trade or industry all casual riches 
will sjxjedily evaix^rate : but tlie avarice and envy of the next genera- 
tion solicited Clement VI. to anticipate the tlistant period of the cen- 
tury (a.d. 1350). The gracious pontiff complied with their wishes ; 
afforded Home this poor consolation for his loss j and justified the 
change by the name and practice of the Mosaic Jubilee. His sum- 
mons was olxjyed ; and the number, zeal, and liberality of the pih 
grims did not yield to the primitive festival. 

§ 9. In the beginning of the eleventh century Italy was exposed 
to the feudal tyranny, alike oppressive to the sovereign and the 
[Tcople. The rights of human nature were vindicated by her nu- 
merous republics, who soon extended their liberty and dominion from 
tlie city to the adjacent country. But the feeble and disorderly go- 
vernment of Home was unequal to the task of curbing her rebellious 
sons, who scorned the authority of the magistrate within and with- 
out the walls. It was no longer a civil contention between the 
nobles and plebeians for the government of the state : the barons 
asserted in arms their personal independence; their palaces and 
castles were fortified against a siege ; and their i)rivate quarrels • 
were maintained by the numbers of their vassals and retainers. 
The most powerful of the Roman families were the rival houses of 
CoLONNA and Uesini, whose hereditary feud distracted above 250 
years the ecclesiastical state. The jealousy of pre-eminence and 
power was the true ground of their quarrel ; but as a specious badge 
of distinctiem, the Colonna embraced the name of Ghibelines and the 
party of the empire ; the Ursini espoused the title of Guelphs tod 
the cause of the church. The eagle and the keys were displayed in 
their adverse banners ; and the two factions of Italy most furiously 
raged when the origin and nature of the dispute were long since for- 
gotten. After the retreat of the popes to Avignon they disputed in 
aims the vacant republic; and the mischiefs of discord were perpo^ 
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tuated "by the wretched compromise of electing each year two rival 
senators. 



Petrarch and Laura, from a marble relief m the Casa Prruzzi at Siena, executed in 
1344. (Kugler, Atlas, tav. 63.) 


§ 10. In the apprehension of modern times Petrarch is the Italian 
songster of Laura and love. But in the eyes of Petrarch and thosci 
of his graver contemporaries his love was a sin, and Italian verse a 
frivolous amusement. His Latin works of philosophy, poetry, and 
eloquence established his serious reputation, which was soon diffused 
from Avignon over France and Italy : his friends and disciples were 
multiplied in every city; and our gratitude must applaud the 
man who, by precept and example, revived the sjiirit and study of 
the Augustan age. From his earliest youth Petrarch aspired to the 
poetic crown. The academical honours of the three faculties had 
introduced a royal degree of master or doctor in the art of poetry ; 
• and the title of poet-laureat, which custom, rather than vanity, per- 
petuates in the English court, was first invented by the Ca3sars of 
Germany. In the musical games of antiquity a prize was bestowed 
on the victor : the belief that Virgil and Horace had been crowned 
in the Capitol inflamed the emulation of a Latin bard ; and the 
laurel was endeared to the lover by a verbal resemblance with the 
name of his mistress. In the thirty-sixth year of his age he.- was 
solicited to accept the object of his wishes ; and on the same day, in 
the solitude of Vaucluse, he received a similar and solemn invitation 
from the senate of Rome and the university of Paris. He preferred 
the summons of the metropolis of the world ; and the ceremony of 
his coronation was performed in the Capitol, by his friend and 
patron the supreme magistrate of the republic. After discours- 



A.D. 1341. HIS POETIC CORONATION— RIENZI. 637 

ing on a text of Virgil, lie knelt before the throne and received 
from the senator a laurel crown, with a more precious declaration, 
“ This is the reward of merit.” The people shouted, “ Long life to 
the Capitol and the poet 1 ” A sonnet in praise of Rome was ac- 
cepted as the effusion of genius and gratitude ; and after the whole 
procession had visited the Vatican the profane wreath was suspended 
before the shrine of St. Peter. In the act or diploma which was 
presented to Petrarch, the title and i>rerogatives of poet-laureat are 
revived in the Cajiitol after the lapse of 1300 years ; and he receives 
the perpetual privilege of wearing, at his choice, a crown of laurel, 
ivy, or myrtle, of assuming the poetic habit, and of teaching, dis- 
puting, interpreting, and composing, in all places whatsoever, and 
on all subjects of literature. The grant was ratified by the authority 
of the senate and people ; and the character of citizen was the 
recompense of* his affection for the Roman name. They did him 
honour, but they did him justice. In the familiar society of Cicero 
and Livy he had imbibed tlic ideas of an ancient patriot ; and his 
ardent fancy kindled every idea to a sentimei\t, and every sentiment 
to a passion. The aspect of the seven hills and their majestic ruins 
confirmed these lively impressions ; and he loved a country by 
whose liberal spirit he had been crowned and adopted. The poverty 
and debasement of Rome excited the indignation aifd pity of her 
grateful son. Rome was still the lawful mistress of the world ; the 
pope mid the emjieror, her bishop and general, had abdicated their 
station by an inglorious retreat to the Rhone and the Danube ; but 
if she could resume her virtue, the republic might again vindicate 
her liberty and dominion. Amidst the indulgence of enthusiasm 
and eloquence, Petrarch, Italy and Europe were astonished by a 
revolution which realised for a moment his most splendid visions. 

§ 11. In a quarter of the city which was inhabited only by me- 
chanics and Jews, the marriage of an innkeeper and a washerwo- 
man produced the future deliverer of Rome. From such parents 
Ribnzi could inherit neither dignity nor fortune ; and the gift of a 
liberal education, which they painfully bestowed, was the cause of 
his glory and untimely end. The study of history and eloquence, 
the writings of Cicero, Seneca, Livy, Caesar, and Valerius Maximus, 
elevated above his equals and contemporaries the genius of the 
young plebeian : he perused with indefatigable diligence the manu- 
scripts and marbles of antiquity ; loved to dispense his knowledge 
in familiar language, and was often provoked to exclaim, “ Where 
are now these Romans? their virtue, their justice, their power? 
why was I not born in those happy times ? ” When the republic 
addressed to the throne of Avignon an embassy of the three orders, 
the spirit and eloquence of Rienzi recommended him to a place 
among the 13 deputies of the commons. The orator had the 
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honour of haranguing Pope Clement VI., and the satisfaction of con- 
versing with Petrarch, a congenial mind ; but his aspiring hopes 
were chilled by disgrace and poverty, and the patriot was reduced 
to a single garment and the charity of the hospital. From this 
misery he was relieved by the sense of merit or the smile of favour ; 
and the employment of apostolic notary afforded him a daily stipend 
of five gold florins, a more honourable and extensive connection, 
and the right of contrasting, both in words and actions, his own 
integrity with the vices of the state. Ilie eloquence of Rienzi was 
prompt and persuasive : he was stimulated by the loss of a brother 
and the impunity of the assassins ; nor was it ])ossible to excuse or 
exaggerate the public calamities. The privileges of Rome; her eternal 
sovereignty over her princes and provinces, was the theme of his 
public and private discourse ; and the restoration of the good estate, 
his favourite expression, was entertained among die people as a 
desirable, a possible, and at length as an approaching event, 

§ 12. A prophecy, or rather a summons, affixed on the church- 
door of St. George, was the first public evidence of his designs, — a 
nocturnal assembly of 100 citizens on Mount Aventine, the first 
step to their execution. After securing a faithful band to protect 
his first declaration, he proclai^ned through the city, by sound of 
trumpet, thal; on the evening of the following day all peri^ons should 
assemble without arms before the church of St. Angelo, to provide 
for the re-establishment of the good estate. Qlie whole night was 
employed in the celebration of 30 masses of the Holy Ghost ; and 
in the morning Rienzi, bareheaded, hut in complete armour, issued 
from the church, encompassed by the 100 consjuraturs. The jiope’s 
vicar, the simide bishop of Orvieto, who had been persuaded to sus- 
tain a part in this singular ceremony, marched on his right hand ; 
and the procession slowly rolled forwards from the castle of St. Angelo 
to the Capitol. Rienzi ascended without opix>sition the citadel of the 
republic ; harangued the people from the balcony, and received tlie 
most flattering confirmation of his acts and laws. The nobles, as if 
destitute of arms and counsels, beheld in silent consternation this 
strange revolution ; and the moment had been prudently chosen 
when the most formidable, Stephen Colonna, was absent from the 
city. Rienzi felt the importance of justifying his usurpation by a 
regular form and a legal title. He chose the ancient and modest 
apixjllation of tribune ; and in this character, and with the consent 
of the Romans, he enacted the most salutary laws for the restoration 
and maintenance of the good estate. The tyranny of the nobles was 
abolished ; a standing militia was established for the support of the 
tribunes and the laws ; and the princes and barons were compelled 
to return to their houses at Rome in the garb of simple and peaceful 
citizens. Never x^rhaps has the energy^nd effect of a jiingle mind 
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been more remarkably felt than in the sudden, though transient, 
reformation of Home by the tribune Bienzi. A den of robbers was 
converted to the discipline of a camp or convent : patient to hear, 
swift to redress, inexorable to punish, his tribunal was always 
accessible to the poor and stranger ; and tlie same impartial rigour 
was exercised against the heads of the adverse factions. Peter 
Agapet Colonna, who had himself been senator of Borne, was ar- 
rested in the street for injury or debt ; and justice was appeased by 
the tardy execution of Martin Ursini, who, among his various acts 
of violence and rapine, had pillaged a shipwrecked vessel at the 
mouth of the Tiber. The deliverance of his country inspired Bienzi 
with a vast and iDerhaps visionary idea of uniting Italy in a great 
federative republic, of which Borne should be the ancient and lawful 
head, and the free cities and princes the members and associates. 
His pen was not less eloquent than his tongue, and his numerous 
epistles were delivered to swift and trusty messengers. From eveiy 
part of Italy the tribune received the most friendly and respectful 
answers : they were followed by the ambassadors of the princes and 
republics ; and in this foreign conflux, on all the occasions of plea- 
sure or business, the low-born notary could assume the familiar or 
majestic courtesy of a sovereign. Beyond the Alps, more especially 
at Avignon, the revolution was the theme of curiosity, wonder, and 
applause. Petrarch had been the private friend, perhaps the secret 
counsellor, of Bienzi : his writings breathe the most ardent spirit of 
patriotism and joy ; and all resjiect for the pope, all gratitude for 
the Colonna, was lost in the superior duties of a Boman citizen. 

§ 13.* While Petrarch indulged these prophetic visions, the Boman 
hero was fast declining from the meridian of fame and power. In 
the blaze of prosperity, his virtues were insensibly tinctured with 
the adjacent vices ; justice with cruelty, liberality with profusion, 
and the desire of fame with puerile and ostentatious vanity. Ho 
assumed sonorous and pompous titles ; appeared in public with the 
pomp and state of royalty ; his ambition of the honours of chivalry 
betrayed the meanness of his birth and degraded the importance 
of his office ; and the levity and insolence which he displayed at 
the time of his knighthood disgusted his friends and encouraged 
his foes. Bising from his throne in the church, and advancing 
towards the congregation, he proclaimed in a loud voice, “ We sum- 
mon to our tribunal Pope Clement, and command him to reside in 
his diooese of Borne : we also summon the sacred college of cardinals. 
We again summon the two pretenders, Charles of Bohemia and 
t<ewis of Bavaria, who style themselves emperors : we likewise 
summon all the electors of Germany to inform us on what pretence 
^ they have usurped the inalienable right of the Boman people, the 
ancient and lawful sovereigns of the empire.” Unsheathing his 
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maiden sword, ho thrice brandished it to the three parts of the world, 
and thrice repeated the extravagant declai'ation, “ And this too is 
mine !” In his private life he soon deviated from the strict rule of 
frugality and abstinence ; and the plebeians, who were awed by the 
splendour of the nobles, were provoked by the luxury of their equal. 
The nobles entered into a conspiracy against him ; their plot was 
discovered ; they were condemned to death, and led to the scaffold. 
But at this decisive moment Rienzi was not less anxious or appre- 
hensive than his captives : he dreaded, the splendour of their names, 
their surviving kinsmen, the inconstancy of the people, the reproaches 
of the world ; and, after rashly offering a mortal injury, he had the 
folly to pardon those whom he made irreconcilable enemies. During 
some weeks they were checked by the memory of their danger, rather 
than of their deliverance, till the most powerful of the Ursini, escaping 
with the Colonna from the city, erected at Marino the standard of 
rebellion. Rienzi was repulsed in an attack upon Marino ; and the 
barons, encouraged by his failure, attempted to enter Home by force 
or surprise. The city was prepared for their reception ; the alarm- 
bell rung all night ; and the barons were overthrown and massacred 
without quarter by the crowds of the Roman people. Six of tlie 
Colonna were slain : the base and implacable revenge of the tribune 
denied the honours of burial ; and their bodies, which he threatened 
to expose with those of the vilest malefactors, were secretly interred 
by the holy virgins of their name and family. The people 
sympathised in their grief, repented of their own fury, and detested 
the indecent joy of Rienzi, who visited the si>ot where these illus- 
trious victims had fallen. 

A short delay would have saved the Colonna, the delay of a 
single month, which elapsed between the triumph and the exile of 
Rienzi. In the pride of victory he forfeited what yet remained of 
his civil virtues, without acquiring the fixme of military prowess. 
A free and vigorous opposition was formed in the city ; and when the 
tribune proposed in the public council to impose a new tax, and to 
regulate the government of Perugia, 39 members voted against his 
measures.^ The pope and the sacred college had never been dazzled 
by his specious professions ; they were justly offended by the inso- 
lence of his conduct ; a cardinal legate was sent to Italy, and after 
some fruitless treaty, and two personal interviews, he fulminated a 
bull of excommunication, in which the tribune was degraded from-his 
office, and branded with the guilt of rebellion, sacrilege, and heresy. 
The surviving barons of Rome were now humbled to a sense of alle- 
giance ; their interest and revenge engaged them in the service of 
the church ; but as the fate of the Colonna was before their eyes, 
they abandoned to a private adventurer the peril and glory of the « 
revolution. John Pepin, count cf Minorbino, in the kingdom of 
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Naples, introduced himself into Rome at the head of 160 soldiers, ^)ar- 
ricaded the quarter of the Colonna, and found the entei-prise as easy 
as it had seemed impossible. From the first alarm the bell of the 
Capitol incessantly tolled ; but instead of repairing to the well-known 
sound, the people were silent and inactive ; and the pusillanimous 
Rieijzi, deploring their ingratitude with sighs and tears, abdicated 
the government and palace of the republic (a.d. 1347). 

§ 14. Without drawing his sword, Count FeiJin restored the aris- 
tocracy and the church ; three senators were chosen, and the legate, 
assuming the first rank, accepted his two colleagues from the rival 
families of Colonna and Ursini. The acts of the tribune were abo- 
lished, his head was proscribed ; yet such was the tenor of his name, 
that the barons hesitated three days before they would trust them- 
selves in the city, and llienzi was left above a month in the castle 
of St. Angelo, from whence he peaceably withdrew, after labouring, 
without effect, to revive the affection and courage of the Romans. 
The vision of freedom and empire had vanished : their fallen spirit 
would have acquiesced in servitude, had it been smoothed by tran- 
quillity and order ; but Rome was again agitated by the bloody feuds 
of the barons, who detested each other and despised the commons : 
their hostile fortresses, both in town and country, again rose, and 
were again demolished : and the peaceful citizens, a flock of sheep, 
were devoured, says the Florentine historian, by these rapacious 
wolves. But when their pride and avarice had exhausted tlie pa- 
tience of the Homans, a confraternity of the Virgin Mary x'>rotected 
or avenged the republic : the bell of the Capitol was again tolled, 
the nobles in arms trembled in the presence of an unarmed multi- 
tude ; and of the two senators, Colonna escai^cd from the window of 
the palace, and Ursini was stoned at the foot of the altar. The 
dangerous office of tribune was successively occupied by two ple- 
beians, Cerroni and Baroncclli ; but the latter trod in the footsteps 
of tyrants; his suspicion was a sentence of death, and his own 
death was the reward of his cruelties. Amidst the juiblic misfortunes 
the faults of Kienzi were forgotten, and the Romans sighed for the 
peace and prosx)erity of the good estate. 

§ 15. After an exile of seven years, the first deliverer was again 
restored to his country. In the disguise of a monk or a pilgrim he 
escaped from the castle of St, Angelo, implored the friendship of the 
king of Hungary at Naples, temi)ted the ambition of every bold 
adventurer, mingled at Rome with the pilgrims of the jubilee, lay 
concealed among the hermits of the Apenninc, and wandered through 
the cities of Italy, Germany, and Bohemia. His person was invh 
sible, his name was yet formidable ; and the anxiety of the court of 
Avignon supposes, and even magnifies, his personal merit. The 
*mj)eror Charles IV. gave audience to a stranger, who frankly re- 
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vealed himself as the tribune of the republic, and astonished an 
assembly of ambassadors and princes by the eloquence of a patriot 
and the visions of a prophet, the downfall of tyranny and the king- 
dom of the Holy Ghost. Whatever had been his hopes, Rienzi 
found himself a captive : he was transported slowly but in safe cus- 
tody from Prague to Avignon : his entrance into the cit}*' was that of 
a malefactor; in his prison he was chained by the leg, and four car- 
dinals were named to inquire into the crimes of heresy and rebellion. 
But the reigning pontiff well deserved the appellation of Clement : 
the strange vicissitudes and magnaniftious spirit of the captive ex- 
cited his pity and esteem : Bienzi was indulged with an easy confine- 
ment and the use of books ; and in the assiduous study of Livy and 
the Bible he sought the cause and the consolation of his misfortunes. 

§ 16. The succeeding pontificate of Innocent VI. opened a new 
prospect of his deliverance and restoration ; and the court of Avig- 
non ’was persuaded that the successful rebel could alone appease and 
reform the anarchy of the metropolis. After a solemn profession of 
fidelity, Ihe Roman tribune was sent into Italy with the title of 
senator. His first reception was equal to his wishes : the day of his 
entrance was a public festival, and his eloquence and authority 
revived the laws of the good estate. But this momentary sunshine 
was soon clouded by his own vic>es and those of the people ; and after 
a second administration of four months Rienzi was massacred in a 
tumult which had been fomented by the Roman l)arons. The tri- 
bune had reigned with absolute dominion, by the choice, and in the 
hearts, of the Romans ; the senator was the servile minister of a 
foreign court ; and wliiic he was suspected by the people, he was 
abandoned by the prince. A civil war exhausted his treasures and 
the patience of the city : the Colonna maintained their hostile 
station at Palestrina ; and the first idea of a tax was the signal of 
clamour and sedition. The Capitol was invested by a furious multi- 
tude ; and while the senator attempted to escape in a plebeian habit, 
he was discovered and dragged to the platform of the palace, the 
fatal scene of his judgments and executions. A whole hour, without 
voice or motion, he stood amidst the multitude half naked and half 
dead: their rage was hushed into curiosity and w^onder: the last 
feelings of reverence and compassion yet struggled in his favour ; and 
they might have prevailed, if a bold assassin had not plunged a 
dagger in his breast. He fell senseless with the first stroke ; the 
impotent revenge of his enemies inflicted a thousand wounds ; 'and 
the senator’s body was abandoned to the dogs, to the Jews, and to 
the flames (a.d. 1364). Posterity will compare the virtues and fail- 
ings of this extraordinary man ; but in a long period of anarchy 
and servitude, the name of Rienzi has often been celebrated as the, 
deliverer of his country, and the last of the Roman imtriots. 
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§ 17. The first pope who returned to Rome, after the long ab- 
sence of the pontiffs from the imperial city, was Urban V. ; but 
some reasons of public or private moment recalled him to France, 
after a residence of three years in the Vatican (a.d. 1367-1870) ; 
and tlie memorable change which he had attempted was finally 
accomplished by Gregory XI. (a.d. 1377). This pontiff did not 
survive above 14 months his return to Rome ; and his decease was 
followed by the great schism of the West, which distracted the 
Latin church above 40 years. The sacred college was then com- 
posed of 22 cardinals: six of these had remained at Avignon; 
eleven Frenchmen, one Spaniard, and four Italians, entered the con- 
clave in the usual form. They were intimidated by the shouts and * 
threats of the Romans : “ Death, or an Italian fjope !” was the uni- 
versal cry ; and had they chosen a Transalpine subject, it is pro- 
bable that they would never have departed alive from the Vatican. 
Their choice was not yet limited to the purple ; and their unanimous 
votes acquiesced in the archbishop of Bari, a subject of Naples, con- 
spicuous for his zeal and learning, who ascended the throne of St. 
Peter under the name of Urban VI. During several weeks the 
cardinals attended their new master with the fairest professions of 
attachment and loyalty, till the summer heats permitted a decent 
escape from the city. But as soon as they were united at Anagni 
and Fundi, in a place of security, they cast aside the mask, main- 
tained that their first choice was an involuntary and illegal act, 
excommunicated the apostate and antichrist of Rome, and proceeded 
to a new election of Robert of Geneva, Clement VII., whom they 
announced to the nations as the true and rightful viciir of Christ. 
In the hoiJG of repassing the Alps, they rashly violated the peace 
and unity of the church ; and the merits of their double choice are 
yet agitated in the Catholic schools. From the banks of the Tiber 
and the Rhone the hostile pontiffs encountered each other with the 
pen and the sword : the civil and ecclesiastical order of society 
was disturbed ; and the Romans had their full share of the mischiefs 
of which they may be arraigned as the primary authors. The 
Colonna and Ursini still exercised their deadly feuds : the bannerets 
of Rome asserted and abused the privileges of a republic ; and the 
vicars of Christ, who had levied a military force, chastised their 
rebellion with the gibbet, the sword, and the dagger. An aspiring 
neighbour, Ladislaus king of Naples, alternately supported and 
betrayed the pope and the people; besieging Rome by land and 
water, he thrice entered the gates as a barbarian conqueror ; and it 
was only his premature death that could save the metropolis and the 
ecclesiastical state from the ambitious conqueror, who had assumed 
the title, or at least the powers, of King of Rome. 

§ 18. The patience of the Christian world was at length ex- 
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hausted by the adverse claims of the rival pontiffs. With equal 
justice, the council of Pisa deposed the popes of Romo and Avignon 
(a.d. 1409) ; the conclave was unanimous in the choice of Alexander 
V., and his vacant seat was soon filled by a similar election of John 
XXIII., the most profligate of mankind. But instead of extinguish- 
ing the schism, the rashness of the French and Italians had given a 
third pretender to the chair of St. Peter. Such new claims of the 
synod and conclave were disputed ; three kings, of Germany, Hun- 
gary, and Naples, adhered to the cause of Gregory XII. ; and 
Benedict XIII. i himself a Spaniard, was acknowledged by the devo- 
tion and patriotism of that powerful nation. The rash proceedings 
of Pisa were corrected by the council of Constance (a.d. 1414-1418) ; 
the emperor Sigismond acted a conspicuous part as the advocate or 
protector of the Catholic church ; and the number and weight of 
civil and ecclesiastical members might seem to constitute the states- 
general of Europe. The three popes were compelled to resign, or 
were deposed ; the hereditary, as well as personal, merit of Otho 
Colonna recommended him to the conclave ; and the elevation of 
Martin V. is the aera of the restoration and establishment of the popes 
in the Vatican (a.d. 1417). 

§ 19. The royal prerogative of coining money, which had been 
exercised near 300 years by the senate, was first resumed by Mar- 
tin V., and his imago and superscription introduce the series of the 
papal medals. After the return of the popes from Avignon, the 
keys of St. Peter were guarded by the sword of St. Paul. Rome 
was commanded by an imjjrcgnable citadel : the use of cannon is a 
powerful engine against popular seditions ; a regular force of cavalry 
and infantry was enlisted under the banners of the pope ; his ample 
revenues supplied the resources of war ; and, from the extent of his 
domain, he could bring down on a rebellious city an army of hostile 
neighbours and loyal subjects. The long habits of . obedience and 
education subdued the turbulent spirit of the nobles and commons 
of Rome. The barons forgot the arms and factions of their ances- 
tors, and insensibly became the servants of luxury and government. 
The Golonna and Ursini vied with each other in the decoration of 
their palaces and chapels ; and their antique splendour was rivalled 
or surpassed by the sudden opulence of the papal families. In Rome 
the voice of freedom and discord is no longer heard ; and, instead oi 
the foaming torrent, a smooth and stagnant lake reflects ihe image of 
idleness and servitude. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

THE RUINS OF ROME IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. CAUSES OF 
DECAY AND DESTRUCTION. 

§ 1. Description of the ruins of Rome by Poggius. § 2. GraduJil decay of 
liomc; four causes of destruction. § 3. I. The injuries of nature. § 4. 
II. The hostile attacks of the barbarians and Christians. § 5. III. The 
use and abuse of the materials. § G. IV. The domestic (piarrels of the 
Romans. § 7. The Coliseum or Amphitheatre of Titus, § 8. Restoration 
and ornaments of the city. 

§ 1. The ruins of Rome in the fifteentli centmy are minutely 
described by the learned Poggius, a servant of Pope Martin V., and 
one of the first who raised his eyes from the monuments of legendary 
to those of classic superstition. 1. Besides a bridge, an arch, a 
sepulchre, and the p 5 u*amid of Cestius, he could discern, of the age 
of the reiniblic, a double row of vaults in the salt-office of the 
Capitol, which were inscribed with the name and munificence of 
Catulus. 2. Eleven temples were visible in some degree, from the 
perfect form of the Pantheon to the three arches and a marble 
column of the temple of Peace, which Vespasian erectecU after the 
civil wars and the Jewish triumph. 3. Of the number, which ho 
rashly defines, of seven thermce, or public baths, none were suf- 
ficiently entire to represent the use and distribution of the several 
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parts. 4. The triumphal arches of -Titus, Severus, and Constantine, 
>vere entire, both the structure and the inscriptions : a falling frag- 
ment was honoured with the name of Trajan ; and two arches, then 
extant, in the Flaminian way, have been ascribed to the baser 
memory of Faustina •and Gallieniis. 6. After the wonder of the 
Coliseum, Poggius might have overlooked a small amphitheatre of 
brick, most probably for the use of the praetorian camp : the theatres 
of Marcellus and Pompey were occupied in a great measure by 
public and private buildings; and in the Circus, Agonalis and 
Maximus, little more than the situation and the form could be 
investigated. 6. The columns of Trajan and Antonine were still 
erect ; but the Egyptian obelisks were broken or buried. A people 
of gods and heroes, the workmanship of art, was reduced to one 
equestrian figure of gilt brass and to five marble statues, of which 
the most conspicuous were the two horses of Phidias and Praxiteles. 
7. The two mausoleums or sepulchres of Augustus and Hadrian 
could not totally be lost ; but the former was only visible as a 
mound of earth, and the latter, the castle of St. Angelo, had 
acquired the name and appearance of a modern fortress. With the 
addition of some separate and nameless columns, such were the 
remains of the ancient city ; for the marks of a more recent struc- 
ture might be detected in the walls, which formed a circumference 
of 10 miles, included 379 turrets, and opened into the country by 
13 gates. 

§ 2. This melancholy picture was drawn al.ove 900 years after 
the fall of the Western empire, and even of the Gothic kingdom of 
Italy. A long period of distress and anarchj’-, in u Inch empire, and 
arts, and riches had migrated from the banks of the Tiber, was 
incapable of restoring or adorning the city ; and, as all that is 
human must retrograde if it do not advance, every successive age 
must have hastened the ruin of the works of antiquity. After a 
diligent inquiry I can discern four principal causes of the ruin of 
Rome, which continued to operate in a period of more than a thou- 
sand years. I. The injuries of time and nature. II. The hostile 
attacks of the barbarians and Christians. III. The use and abuse of 
the materials. IV. The domestic quarrels of the Romans. 

§ 3. I. The silent lapse of time is often accelerated by hurricanes and 
earthquakes, by fires and inundations. The air and earth have doubt- 
less been shaken ; and the lofty turrets of Rome have tottered from 
• their foundations ; but the seven hills do not appear to be placed on tho 
great cavities of the globe ; nor has the city, in any ago, been exposed to 
. the convulsions of nature, which, in the climate of Antioch, Lisbon, or 
Lima, have crumbled in a few moments the works of ages into dust. 
Fire is the most powerful agent of life and death : but two causes 
may be alleged which render the calamity of fire more destructive to a 
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flourishing than a decayed city. 1. 'J’he more combustible materials 
of brick, timber, and metals, arc first melted or consumed ; but the 
flames may play without injury or eflect on the naked walls and 
massy arches that have been despoiled of their ornaments, 2. It is 
among the common and plebeian habitations that a mischievous 
spark is most easily blown to a conflagi*ation ; but as sooii as they 
arc devoured, the greater edifices which have resisted or escaped are 
left as so many islands in a state of solitude and safety. From her 
situation, Home is exposed to the danger of frequent inundations. 
Both during the republic and under the empire, the Tiber frequently 
overturned the buildings on its banks ; and if such were the ravages 
of the lawless river under a firm and active government, vrhat could 
oppose, or wlio can enumemte, the injuries of the city after the fall 
of the Western empire ? A remedy was at length produced by the \ 
evil itself : the accumulation of rubbish and the earth that has been 
washed down from the hills is supposed to have elevated the plain 
of Home 14 or 15 feet, perhaps, above the ancient level ; and the 
modern city is less accessible to the attacks of the river. 

§ 4. II. The crowd of writers of every nation, who impute the 
destruction of the Roman monuments to the Goths and the Christ- 
iana, have neglected to inquire how far they were animated by an 
hostile principle, and how far they possessed the means and the 
leisure to satiate their enmity. The shei)herds of Scythia and Ger- 
many had been educated in the armies of tlie empire, whose disci- \ 
pline they acquired, and whose weakness they invaded : with the \ 
familiar use of the Latin tongue they had learned to reverence the 
name and titles of Rome ; and, though incapable of emulating, they 
were more inclined to admire than to abolish the arts and studies 
of a brighter period. In the transient possession of a rich and un- 
resisting capital, the soldiers of Alaric and Genseric w’ere stimulated 
by the passions of a victorious army ; amidst the wanton indulgence 
of lust or cruelty, portable wealth was the object of their search ; 
nor could they derive either pride or pleasure from the unprofitable 
reflection that they had battered to the ground the works of the 
consuls and Ca?sars. Their moments were indeed precious: tlie 
Goths evacuated Rome on the sixth, the Vandals on the fifteenth 
day ; and, though it be far more difficult to build than to destroy, 
their hasty assault would have made a slight impression on the 
solid piles of antiquity. We may remember that both Alaric and 
Genseric affected to spare the buildings of the city ; that they sub- 
sisted in strength and beauty under the auspicious government of 
Theodoric ; and that the momentary resentment of Totila was dis- 
armed by his own temper and the advice of his friends and enemies. 
From these innocent barbarians the reproach may be transferred to 
the Catholics of Rome. Yet their abhorrence was confined to the 
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monuments of heathen superstition ; and the civil structures that 
were dedicated to the business or pleasure of society might be pre- 
served without injury or scandal. The change of religion was accom- 
plished, not by a popular tumult, but by the decrees of the em- 
perors, of the senate, and of time. Of the Christian hierarchy, the 
bishops of Rome were commonly the most prudent and least fanatic ; 
nor can any positive charge be opposed to the meritorious act of 
saving and converting the majestic structure of the Pantheon. 

§ 5. III. The barbarian conquerors stripped the monuments of 
Rome of their gold and silver ; the less active or less fortunate 
robbers were reduced to the baser jdunder of brass, lead, iron, and 
copper ! whatever had escaped the Goths and Vandals was jallaged 
by the Greek tyrants ; and the emperor Constans, in his rapacious 
visit, stripped the bronze tiles from the roof of the Pantheon. 
Charlemagne decorated the new palace of Aix la Chapelle with the 
marbles of Ravenna and Rome, and Robert, king of Sicily, was 
supplied with the same materials by the easy navigation of the 
Tiber and the sea. But these examjdes of plunder or purchase 
were rare in the darker ages ; and the Romans, alone and unenvied, 
might have applied to their private or public use the remaining 
structures of antiquity, if in their present form and situation they 
had not been useless in a great measure to the city and its inha- 
bitants, The walls still described the old circumference, but the 
city had descended from the seven hills into the Campus Martins ; 
and some of the noblest monuments which had braved the injuries 
of time were left in a desert far remote from the habitations of 
mankind. Still the plentiful materials were applied to every call of 
necessity or superstition ; and in the gradual destruction of the monu- 
ments of Rome, Sixtus V. may alone be excused for employing the 
stones of the Septizonium in the glorious edifice of St. Peter’s.- A 
fragment, a ruin, howsoever mangled or ])rofaned, may be viewed with 
pleasure and regret ; but the greater part of the marble was deprived 
of substance, as well as of place and XJ^oportion ; it was burnt to lime 
for the purpose of cement. Since the arrival of Poggius the temple 
of Concord and many capital structures had vanished from his eyes ; 
and the smallness of their numbers was the sole check on the 
demands and depredations of the Romans, 

§ 6. IV, The most ijotent and forcible cause of destruction was 
the domestic hostilities of the Romans themselves. In a dark period 
of 500 years Rome was perpetually afflicted by the sanguinary quar- 
rels of the nobles and the people, the Guelphs and Ghibelines, the 
Colonna and Ursini ; and the nobles usurped the prerogative of forti- 
fying their houses, and erecting strong towers that were capable 
of resisting a sudden attack. The first step of the senator Branca- 
leone in the establishment of peace and justice was to demolish (as 
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we have already seen) 140 of the towers of Rome ; and, in the last 
days of anarchy and discord, as late as the reign of Martin V., 
44 still stood in one of the thirteen or fourteen regions of the city. 
To this mischievous purpose the remains of anticpiity were most 
readily adapted: the temples and arches afforded a broad and 
solid basis for the new structures of brick and stone ; and we can 
name the modem turrets that were raised on the triumphal monu- 
ments of Julius Cajsar, Titus, and the Antonines. With some 
slight alterations, a theatre, an amphitheatre, a mausoleum, was 
transformed into a strong and spacious citadel. I need not repeat 
that the mole of Hadrian has assumed the title and form of tie 
castle of St. Angelo ; the Septizonium of Severus was capable of 
standing against a royal army ; the theatres of Pompey and Mar- 
cellus were occupied by the Savelli and Ursini families; and the 
rough fortress has been gradually softened to the splendour and ele- 
gance of an Italian palace. Whatever is fortified will be attacked ; 
and whatever is attacked may be destroyed. Every building of 
defence was exposed to a siege ; and in every siege the arts and 
engines of destruction were laboriously employed. In comparing 
the days of foreign with the ages of domestic hostility, we must pro- 
nounce that the latter have been far more ruinous to the city. The 
influence of the two last principles of decay must in some degree 
bo multiplied by each other ; since the houses and towers which 
were subverted by civil war required a new and perpetual supply, 
from the monuments of antiquity. 

§ 7. These general observations may be separately applied to the 
amphitheatre of Titus, which has obtained the name of the Coli- 
seum, either from its magnitude, or from Nero’s colossal statue : an 
edifice, had it bc§n left to time and nature, which might perhaps 
have claimed an eternal duration. Whatever was precious, or 
portable, or profane, the statues of gods and heroes, and the costly 
ornaments of sculpture, which were cast in brass, or overspread 
witli leaves of silver and gold, became the first prey of conquest 
or fanaticism, of the avarice of the barbarians or the Christians. 
In the massy stones of the Coliseum many holes are discerned ; 
and the two most probable conjectures represent the various acci- 
dents of its decay. These stones were connected by solid links 
of brass or iron, nor had the eye of rapine overlooked the vftlue of 
the baser metals ; the vacant space was converted into a fair or 
market ; the artisans of the Coliseum are mentioned in an ancient 
survey ; and the chasms were perforated or enlarged to receive the 
poles that supported the shops or tents of the mechanic trades. 
Reduced to its naked majesty, the Flavian amphitheatre was con- 
templated with awe and admiration by the pilgrims of the North ; 
and their rude enthusiasm broke forth in a sublinjc proverbial cx- 
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pression, which is recorded in the eighth century, in the fragments 
of the venerable Bede : “As long as the Coliseum stands, Rome 
shall stand ; when the Coliseum falls, Rome will fall ; when Romo 
falls, the world will fall.” In the modem system of war, a situation 
commanded by three hilU would not be chosen for a fortress ; but 
the strength of the walls and arches could resist the engines of 
assault; a numerous garrison might be lodged in the enclosure ; and 
while one faction occupied the Vatican and the Capitol, the other 
was intrenched in the Lateran and the Coliseum. 

In the 14th century a scandalous act of concord secured to both 
fiftjtions the privilege of extracting stones from the free and common 
quarry of the Coliseum ; and Poggius laments that the greater part 
of these stones had been burnt to lime by the folly of the Romans. 
To check this abuse, and to prevent the nocturnal crimes that might 
be perpetrated in the vast and gloomy recess, Eugenius IV. sur- 
rounded it with a wall ; and, by a charter, long extant, granted both 
the gi;ound and edifice to the monks of an adjacent convent. After 
his death the wall was overthrown in a tumult of the people ; and 
had they themselves respected the noblest monument of their fathers, 
they might have justified the resolve that it should never be de- 
graded to private propoi*ty. The inside was damaged : but in the 
middle of the Kith century, an a^ra of taste and learning, the exte- 
rior circumference of 1612 feet was still entire and inviolate ; a 
triple elevation of fourscore arches, which rose to the height of 108 
feet. Of the present ruin the nephews of Paul III. are the guilty 
agents; and every traveller who views the Farnese palace may 
curse the sacrilege and luxury of these upstart princes. A similar 
reproach is applied to the Barberini ; and the rei)etition of injury 
might be dreaded from every reign, till the Coliseum was placed 
under the safeguard of religion by the most liberal of the pontifl’s, 
Benedict XIV., who consecrated a spot which persecution and fable 
had stained with the blood of so many Christian martyrs. 

§ 8. The peaceful authority of Martin V. and his successors re- 
stored the ornaments of the city as well as the order of the ecclesi- 
astical state. The beauty and splendour of the modem city may bo 
ascribed to the abuses of the government, to the influence of super- 
stition. Each reign (the exceptions are rare) has been marked by 
the rapid elevation of a new family, enriched by the childless pontiff 
at the expense of the church and country. The palaces of these 
fortunate nephews are the most costly monuments of elegance and 
servitude : the perfect arts of architecture, painting, and sculpture, 
have been prostituted in their service ; and their galleries and 
gardens are decorated with the most precious works of antiquity, 
which taste or vanity has prompted them to collect. The ecclesi- 
astical revenues were more decently emplo''cd by the popes them- 
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selves in the pomp of the Catholic worship : but it is superfluous to 
''.numerate their pious foundations of altars, chapels, and churches, 
since these lesser stars are eclipsed by the sun of the .Vatican, by 
the dome of St. Peter, the most glorious structure that ever has 
been applied to the use of religion. ^ The fame of Julius II.. Leo X., 
and Sixtus V., is accompanied by the superior merit of Bramante 
and Fontana, of Raphael and Michael Angelo ; and the same muni- 
ficence which had been displayed in palaces and temples was directed 
with equal zeal to revive and emulate the labours of antiquity. 
Prostrate obelisks were raised from the ground, and erected in the 
most conspicuous places ; of the eleven aqueducts of the Cajsars and 
consuls, three were restored ; the artificial rivers were conducted 
over a long series of old or of new arches, to discharge into marble 
basins a flood of salubrious and refreshing waters : and the spec- 
tator, impatient to ascend the steps of St. Peter’s, is detained % a 
column of Egyptian granite, which rises between two lofty and per- 
petual fountains to the height of 120 feet. The map, th? descrip- 
tion, the monuments of ancient Rome, have been elucidated by the 
diligence of the antiquarian and the student j and the footsteps of 
heroes, the relics, not of superstition, but of empire, are devou^ 
visited by a new race of pilgrims from the remote and once savs^ 
countries of the North. * 
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II.--ramily of Theodosius. 


Theodosius — Thermaiitia. 
sluiu 376. I 


. dUlia Flacilla = Theodosius I. 
ob 386. Imp. ub. 395. 


= Galla, 
ob. 394. 

For issue of Theodt>8ius 
by Galla, see below. 


Oratiauus. Pulcheria, Aucadius, 

Imp. ob. 408. 
m. Eudoxia ob. 404. 


Honorius. 

For issue of 
Honorius see below 


Hokokius, 
Imp. ob. 423. 


Flacilla, 
b. 397. 


j 

Puuiioria, Arcadia, Theodosius II. Marina 

b. 399. b. 400. Imp. b. 401, ob. 460. b. 403. 

m. Maucian, m. Athenais (Eudocia). 

Imp. ob. 457. 


Flacilla, Eudoxia, 

ob. 431. b. 422. 


Issue of Theodosius I. by Galla, 

Placidia = Cokstahtius, 
ob. 450. I Imp. ob. 421. 


Honoria, 
b. 418. 


Valkntiniakus III. = Eudoxia. 
imp. b. 419, ob. 455. 


Oltbuius = Placidia. 
Imp. ob. 472. I 

Areobindus = Juliana, 
cos. 506. I 

Olybrius. 


Eudoxia =? Hunneris 
I ob. 484 

Ilderic, 
slain, 533. 


Issue of Ilonorias, the brother of Theodosius, 


Thermantia. Serena = Stillcbo, 

slain, 408. I slain, 408. 


Eucherius, 
slain, 408. 


Maria. 


Thermantia, 
ob. 415. 
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III.— ramily of Heraclius. 

^^eraclius, 

E»&ch of Africa. 

I 

Eudocla = Heraclids I. = Martina. 
I . Imp. ob. 641. I 


A daughter. CJonstantinus III. Heracleonas, Two sons and two daiigbtciv 

Imp. m. Grcgoria, Imp. ob. '641. 

Ob. 641. 


CoNSTAKS II. Theodosius, 

Imp. ob. 668. murdered by his 

I brother, 661. 


CONSTANTINCS IV. TwO SOUS. 
POGONATUa, 

Imp. m. Anastasia, 
ob. 685. 


JusTiNiANUs II. Heraclius. 
Khinotmetus, 

Imp. ob. 111. 


IV.—The Isanrian Dynasty. 

Leo hi. 

Imp. ob. A.D. 741. 

I 

Irene, = Constantinus V. CtoPRONYMus, *= Eudwla, 

d. of the Khan j Imp. ob. 776. | 

of the Chazars. I I 

Leo IV. Fi\c> Eoub. 

(Chazarus), 

Imp. ob. 780, 
m. Irene. 

I 

Maria = Constaktikus VI. *= Throdahi. 

Imp. deposed 797, | 
but his mother Irene | 
reigned till 802. j 

Ix». 


Euphrosyne, 
rn. Micliacl II. 
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V.— The Baeilian Dynasty. 

Maria. s= Basil J. = Etxiucia. 

I Imp. ob. 886. I 

Cuustaiitinas. ^ ' . 

LkoVI. Alexander. Stephen. 

PhilOBophus. 

Imp. ob.911, 
m. Zoc. 

Const AKT iNUS VJL 
I’orphyrogenitus. 

Imp. ob. 959, 
m. Ilelrtifi. 

1 

IloHAKUs II. Theodora, 

Imp. ob. 963, m. John Zimisce# 

m. Thcopbano. Imp. ob. 976. 

Basil II. CoNsr^riNE IX Theoidiano, Anna, 

Imp. ob. 102S. Imp. ob. 1028. m. Otlio 11. m. Wolodomir, 

I emp. of the West, duke of Russia. 


Eiifkx.ia. ZoK. 'J'iiEt>DORA. 

Imp. ob. 1050. Imp. ob. 1056. 

m. 1. Itomanus 111. 

Imp. ob. 1034. 

2. Michael IV. 

Imp ob. 1041. 
a Constantine X. 

M<momachus. 

Imp. ob. 1054. 


VI.— The Coxnnenian Dsniasty. 

Manuel. 


Isaac I. Jolin. 

Imp. abd. 1059. ob. 1061. i 

I \ \ > 

Isaac. Aixxius I, Three other Throe 

Imp. ob. 1118, sons. daughters, 

m. Irene. 


I 1 r r" 1 

John 11. Androuicus. Isaac. Anna Comnena, Three otliei 
or Calo-.Toanni-:s, (For issue sec m. Nioepliorus daughters. 

Imp. ob. 1143. below.) IJrycnnius, 

I bret^ sons. Manuel I. Three 

Imp. ob. 1180, daughters, 
m. 1 . Bertha (Irene). 

2. Maria. 

I ' 1 

Two daughters. A lexius II., 

Imp. ob. 1183. 


Issue of tsaacj son of Alexius I, 


Androniccb I., Imp. ob. 1186. 


Two sons. 


Manuel Sebastocrator. 


Five otliei children. 


Alexius I. 

Duke of Trebizond, ob. 1222. 


David. 
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Vn.— Dynasty of the Palseologi. 

Androniciis PalaQologns Comnenus, 
Great Domestic. 


1 

Michael VIIL, 

Imp. 1260—1282; 
m. Theodora. 

1 

" I ■ 

Two other sons. 

1 

Two daughters. 

1 

Andronicus JI., 

Imp. 1282—1328; 

m. 1. Anna ; 

2. Irene, or lolanthe. 

1 

1 

Three other sons. 

I 

Three daughters. 

MiciiaelIX., 
associated with his father 
in the empire ; 
ob. 1320. 

1 

1 

Four other sons. 

1 

A daughter. 

— r 

Andronicus III., 
Imp. 1328—1341 ; 
ra. 1. Agnes, or Irene, 
of Brunswick ; 

2. Anna of Savoy. 

' 1 

Manuel. 

1 

Two daughters. 


John Paljeologus I., Two other sons. ’ Three daughters. 
Imp. 1355—1391 ; 
xn. 1. Helena Cantacuzena; 

2. Eudoxia Comnena, 
of Trapezus. 


Andronlous. Manuel II. Two other sons. Irene. 

I Imp, 1391—1425 ; 

JobB. m. Irene, or Helena. 

I 1 T~^ 1 1 1 

John Theodonia. Andronicus. Const antinus XIII. Demetrius. Tht*mai 
PaLAEOLOGUS II., Imp. 1448—1453. I 

Imp. 1425—1448. | 

I I I ^ — I * 

Andreas, Manuel, Helena, Zoe, 

died at Rome, went to Constantinople. m. Lazarus m. I\an 
1502. of Servia. of PtUbsio. 
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LIST OF THE EOMAN EMPEEOES. 



Reigned a.d. a.d. 

Augustus 


.. 14 

Tiberius 

23 yrs. 

14—37 

Culigula 

4 

37—41 

Claudius 

13 

41—54 

Nero 

14 

64—68 

Galba 

. . 

68-69 

Otho 


69—69 

Vitfillius 

. , 

69 -69 

Vespasian 

10 

69—79 

Titus 

2 

79—81 

Domitian 

15 

81—96 

Nerva 

2 

96—98 

Trajan 

19 

98—117 

Hadrian 

21 

117—138 

Antoninus Pius . . . . 

23 

138— J 61 

( M. Aurelius . . . . 

19 

161—180 

1 1,. Verus 

8 

161— 1G9 

Commodua 

12 

180—192 

Pcrtinax 

. . 

193—193 

Julianna 


193—193 

Septimius Sevcrus . . 

is 

193—211 

( Caracal la 

6 

211—217 

1 Gcta 

1 

211—212 

Macrinus 

1 

217—218 

Elagabalus 

4 

218—222 

Alexander Sevcrus .. 

13 

222—235 

Maxiininus 

3 

235— 238 

f Gordian us 1. \ 

1 Gordianus il, 5 


23S— 238 

i i’upieiius Maximus 

1 iialbinus 

•• 

238—238 

Gordianus HI. . . . . 

0 

238—244 

Pbilippus 

5 

244— 2-19 

Decius 

2 

249—251 

Trebonianus G alius . 

3 

251—254 

Aoniilianus 


253—253 

C Valerian 

‘7 

253—230 

(Gallienus 

15 

253—268 

Claudius 11 

2 

268—270 

Aurelian 

5 

270—275 

Tacitus 

1 

275—276 

Florianus • . • • • 


276 — 276 

Probus 

*6 

276—282 

Carus 

1 

282—283 

i Carinas \ 

\ Numerianus 3 

1 

283—284 

i Diocletian 

21 

284—305 

(Maximian 

19 

286—306 

Constantins I. . . . 

1 

305—306 

Chlorus. 

( Galerius 

. 6 

305—311 

< Constantine I.tlie G rent 3 1 

306-337 

1 Licinius . . . . 

. 16 

307—323 

f Constantine II. 

. 3 

337 -340 

< Constaiitius Li. 

. 24 

337—361 

1 Constans 1. 

. 13 

337—350 

Julian 

. 2 

361- -363 

Jovian 

. 1 

363—364 


WESTERN EMPIRE. 

Reigned 

A.P. A.D, 

Valentinion I 

1 1 yrs. 

364— .375 

Gratian 

16 

367—383 

Valentinian II 

17 

375—392 

Theodosius 1 3 

(Emperor of the West 
as well as of the East.) 

392—395 

Honoriua 

, 28 

395—423 

Theodosius 11. • • ^ • 2 

(Emperor of the \Vest 
as well as of the East.) 

423—425 

Valentinian III 

30 

425—455 

Petronius Maximus . , 


455—465 


1 

455 — 456 

Majorian 

4 

467—461 

Libius Sevcrus . . . 

A 

461—465 

Anthemius 

5 

467—472 

Olybrins 


472—472 

Glycerins 


473—474 

Julius Nepos 


474 — ‘475 

Romulus Augustulus 

*• 

476—476 

EASTERN EMPIRE 


Valens 

. 14 

364—373 

Theodosius I. . 

. 16 

378 395 

Arcadius . . . . 

. 13 

395—408 

The<»<losius II. 

. 42 

408—450 

Marcian . . . . 

. 7 

450—457 

l..eo 1. Thrax 

. 17 

467—474 

Iak> JI 

. 

474—474 

Zeno 

. 17 

474 -491 

Anastasius 1. 

. 27 

491—518 

Justin 1 

. 9 

618—527 

Justinian I 

. 39 

627—566 

.Tustin 11 

. 13 

565—578 

Tiberius 11 

4 

678—582 

Mauricius . . 

. 20 

582—602 

1‘hocas 

. 8 

602—610 

Hcraclius I 

. 31 

610—641 

Constantine III., 1 

also called > 


641-641 

ncracliusll. I 

Heracleonas 


641—641 

Constans 11 

.. 27 

641—668 

Constantine IV. . . . 

.. 17 

668—685 

Pogonatiis. 

Justinian 11. .. . 

.. 10 

685—695 

Rbinotmetus. 

Leontius . . . . < 

.. 3 

695—69 


Tiberius Absimarus . . 6 698 — 704 

Jtistinian 11. (ugiiin). . 7 704 — 7ll 

Philippicus, or Philcpk'us 2 7ll — 713 

Anastasias 11 3 713 — 7 16 

Theodosius 111 I 716 — 7l7 

Leo 111 24 717—741 

Isaurus. 
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LIST OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS, 


Reigned a.d. a.p. 

Constantine V 34 yrs. 741 — 776 

Copronymua 
fArtavasdes, usurper.] 

Leo IV. 6 776—780 

Chazarus. 

Constantine VI 17 780 — 797 

Irene 6 797—802 

Nicephorus 1 9 802 — 811 

Stanracius .. .. .. 811 — 811 

Michael 1 2 811—313 

Rhangabe. 

LeoV. .. .. .. 7 813—820 

Armenius. 

Michael 11 9 820—829 

Balbus. 

Theophilus 12 829—842 

Michael 111 25 842—867 

Basil 1 19 867—886 

Mocedo. 

Leo VI 26 886—911 

Sapiens. 

Constantine Vll. ... 48 911 — 959 

l*orphyrogcnitu8. 

Alexander, colleague 
of Constantine VII. 

Romanus 1. Lecape- 
Dus, colleague of 
Constantine VII. . . 

Constantine Vlll., 

S^ephauus, sons of 
Romanus I., reigned 
five weeks . , . . 


Romanus 11 


4 

059—963 

Nicephorus II. . . 

, . 

6 

963-969 

Phocas. 

Joannes I 


7 

969—976 

Zimisces. 

Basil il.y colleague ofj 
Joannes 1. for seven 

56 

969—1025 

years ^ 

Constantine IX., col-] 
league of Basil 11. for 

.52 

976—1028 

forty-nine years 
Romanus 111. 

.. ; 

6 

1028—1034 

Argyrus. 

Michael IV 

, . 

7 

1034—1041 

Paphlago. 

Michael V. .. 



1041—1042 

Calapbates. 

Zoe and Tiieodora 

. . 

, , 

1042—1042 

Constantine X. . . 


12 

1042—1064 

Monomachua. 

Theodora (again) 
Michael VI 


2 

1064—1050 


1 

1056—1057 

Stratioticus. 

Isaac I 


2 

1057-1069 

Comnenus. 
Constantine XL .. 


8 

1C69— 1067 

Ducas. 

Romanus IV. 


4 

1067—1071 

Diogenes. 

Michael VII. . . 

. , 

7 

1071—1078 

Parapinaces. 

Nicephorus III. . . 

, . 

3 

1078—1081 

Botaniates. 

Alexis or Alexius I. 

.. 

37 

1081—1118 


Comnenus. 


Reigned a.d. a.d. 


Joannes II. Comnenus 

i255TS. 

1118—1143 

or Calo-Joanues 

Manuel I 

Comnenus. 

. 38 

1143—1181 

Alexis or Alexius II. . . 
Comnenus. 

. 2 

1181—1183 

Androiiicus I. . . 

Comnenus. 

.. 2 

1183—1185 

Isaac II 

Angelus. 

. 10 

1185—1195 

Alexis or Alexius III. 
Angelus. 

8 

1195—1203 

Alexis or Alexius IV. 
Angelus. 

1 

120:^—1204 

Alexis or Alexius V. 
Ducas. 

•• 

1204—1204 


LATIN EMPERORS OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Baldwin I I 1204—1205 

Henry 10 1206—1216 

Peter 1217—1219 

Robert 7 1221—1228 

John of Brienne . . .. 9 1228—1237 

Baldwin II 24 1237—1261 


GREEK EMPERORS OF 
NlCiEA. 

Theodonis 1 16 1206—1222 

liOsearis. 

Joannes HI 33 1222-1255 

Vaiatzes. 

TheodoruslI 4 1265- 12.59 

Lasc.aris 

Joannes IV 1 1259 — 1260 

Ijascaris 

Michael VIII 1 1260—1201 

Pala^ologus. 


GREEK EMPERORS OF CON- 
ST AN TIN OPLE AGAIN. 


Michael VIII 

21 

1261— 12S2 

Palaeologus. 
Andronicus 11. . . . , 

46 

1282— 132H 

Pulscologus. 

Michael IX. 

Palteologus (associated 
with Andronicus il. 
in the empire.) 
Andronicus HI 13 

1328—1341 

Palffiologus. 

Joannes V • . 

13 

1342—1355 

Cantacuzenus, 
Joannes VI. . 

. 36 

1365—1391 

Palaoologus. 

Manuel II 

. 34 

1391—1425 

Palteologus. 

Joannes VH. . . . 

. 23 

1425—1448 

Palteologus. 
Constantine XI H. 

. 5 

1448-1463 


Palaiologus. 
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ABBJlgglDES. 

A. 

A^bbassides, establishment of 
their dynasty, 48 j. 

Abdallah, father of Mahomet, 
452. 

Alniallah Invades Africa, 475. 

AMalmalek, caliph, resumes 
the conquest of Africa, 475. 

Abdalralirnan, or Abd Kr- 
rahman, expi^ltiuns Into 
France, 482. Defeated by 
Charles Martel, and slain, 
481. 

Abdalrahnian, sole surviving 
Ommiade, c'stablishes that 
dynasty in Spain, 484. 

Abdication, Diocletian’s the 
first example of, 95, 96. 

Abdol Motallcb, grandfather 
of Mahomet, 49a. 

Abgtirus, last king of Edessa, 
sent in cluiins to Rome, 41. 

Ablavius, laq. 

Aboi as, or Araxes, y). 

▲bruhali, besieges Mecca, 4$i. 

Absimarus, emperor, 404, 409. 

Abu Bcker, collects and pub- 
lialics the Koran, 459. 
Adopts and spreads tlie 
religion of Mahomet, 498. 
Accompanies Mahomet in 
his flight from Mecca, 459. 
Chosen by Mahomet to 
supply his place, 464. Elec- 
tion as caliph, and death, 
466. I 

Abu Moslem, author of the 
' Call of the Abbassides,’ 

481- 

Abu Obeidah, general of Abu- 
beker in the Syrian war, 
472. 

Ahu Said, tlio Garmatbian, 
conquers Bahrein, 491. 

Abu l^pbian, chief of the 
branch of Ommiyah, and 
prince of Mecca, meditates 
tlie death of Mahomet, 459. 
Fruitless siege of Medina, 
461. Surrenders Mecca and 
confesses the mission of 
Mahomet, 462. 

Abu Taber, the Carmathian, 
son of Abu Said, takes 
Mecca and prolanes the 
Oaaho, ^91. 

Abu Talei), uncle and guar- 


AONES. 

di^n of Mahomet, 492. Op- 
poses his doctrine, but pro- 
tects his person, 458. 

Abyssinia, 491. 

Acacius, father of the em- 
press Theodora, 299. 

Achaia, Roman province, 6j. 

Acre, or Ptolemals, siege and 
conquest of by the cru- 
saders, 96?. 'I'aken by the 
Sultan Khalil, 569. 

Actions, Judicial, 363. 

Adbemar, bishop of Puy, 
Pope’s legate in the first 
crusade, 547, 

Admiral, etymology of name, 
499 * 

Adolphus, king of the Goths, 
succeeds Alaric, 297* 

Adoration of the emperor, 499. 

Adrian pope, 4)4, 4)6. 

Adrian IV., pope, 6ji. 

Adventus, praetorian prefect, 
?!• 

^(Egidlus, master -general of 
Gaul, 269. 

ACmiliaims, emperor, 55. 

iEstii, 196. 

iEUiiopia, attempted reduc- 
tion of, 88, 89. 

Aetius, general of Placidia, 
plots against liis rival, 
count Boniface, 248. Flies 
to the Huns in Pannonia, 
290. Seizes the adminis- 
tration of Uie West, 296. 
Forms an alliance with 
Tlu-otlorlc king of the Os- 
trogotlis, 297. Relieves Or- 
leans, 29a. Defeats Attila 
at ChAionSt 299. Alone 
opposes him In Italy, 261. 
Murdered by Valentinian 
111., 263. 

Africa, province of, 7. Re- 
volts from IKocletian, 88. 
Invasion of the Vandals, 
249. Reduced by Belisa- 
rius, 312. Conquered by, 
the Saracens, 479. 

Agents or spies, 141. 

Agilulf, king of the Lom- 
bards. 379 - Crown of, 380. 

Agtabites, Saracen dynasty of, 
491. 

Agnats, }6o. 

Agnes, wife of Andronicus 

I the Younger, emperor of 

' Constantinople, 592. 


ALEXANDER. 

AJx - la - Cbapelle, Charle- 
magne's ^lace at, how 
decorated, 048. 

Aiznadin, battle of, 472. 

Akbah, lieutenant of Moa- 
wiynh, bis conquests in 
Africa, 475. 

Alani invade Asia, 79. Van- 
quished by and united with 
the Huns, 202. Join Ra- 
dagaisus in invading Italy, 
228. Overrun Gaul, 129. 

Alaric I., king of the Visi- 
goths, invades Greece, 229. 
Concludes a treaty with 
Arcadius, ib. Proclaimed 
king of the Visigoths, 226. 
Invades Italy, ib. I>ef'eated 
by Stilicho at Pollentia, 
227. Rtmounces the ser- 
vice of Arcodlus for that of 
Honorius, 230. Appointed 
master-general in lllyri- 
cuim 230. His first siege 
of Rome, 232. His second 
siege, 233 Otlfges the Ro- 
mans to elect Attalus em- 
peror in place of Honorius, 
234> His third siege and 
sack of Rome, 235 Ra- 
vages the south of Italy, 
2?6. Death and fimeral, ib. 

Alaric Undefeated and killed 
by Clovis, 279. 

Alberic, son of Marozia, 
seizes the government of 
Rome, 444. 

Albigeois, persecution of the, 
909. 

Albinns, Clodlus, governor of 
Britain, 29. Vanquished 
by Severus, 26. 

Alboin, king of the Lom- 
bards, carries off Rosamond, 
daughter of the king of tlie 
Gepidaa, 37;. Contracts an 
alliance with tlie Avars, 
and defeats the GepiiUe, 
374. Conquers Italy, 375 . 
Murdered at the instiga- 
tion of Rosamond, 3't6. 

Alemanni, 97, 59. Invade 
Gaul, 192, 193. Defeated 
and subdued by Clovis, 279. 
Limits of their country 
under Charlemagne, 44a. 

Aleppo, 941. Taken and 
sacked by Tlinour, 607. 

Alexander, uncle and cob 
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ALEXANDER, 
league of Constantine VIIm 
P orphyrogenitus, 415. 

Alexander III., pope, 5JJ, 
634. 

Alexander Severus, v. Se- 
verus. 

Alexandria, massacre at, by 
Caracalla, 33- Taken by 
Diocletian, 88. Taken by 
Chosroes II., 189. Taken 
by Amrou, 474. Burning 
of the library of, 475. 

Aletiiis I., Comnenus, his 
reign, 423. Efforts to con- 
vert the Paulicians, 508. 
War with Bohemond In 
Greece, 529. Invokes the 
aid of the Latins against 
the Turks, 541. Sends an 
embassy to tne council of 
Placentia, 545. Induces 
the crusaders to crr)BS the 
Bosporus, 547. Obtains the 
homi^e of the emsaders, 
549. Recovers Nice, 550. 
Enlarges his empire during 
the crusades, 557. 

Alexius II., Comnenus, 426. 

Alexius HI., Angelus, usurps 
the throne of his brother 
Isaac, 57?. Flies from Con- 
stantinople, 577. Receives 
and blinds Mourzouflc, 581. 
Sent prisoner to Italj^ ib. 

Alexius IV., son of Isailc An- 
golus, flies from his uncle, 
who had usurped his fa- 

' ther’s throne, 57?. Forms 
an alliance with the French 
and Venetian crusaders, 
576. Crowned with his 
father, *578. Deposed and 
murdered by Mourzouflc, 

579. 

Alexius Strategopulus, 586. 

AH, sen of Abu Taleb, em- 
braces the doctrine of Ma- 
homet, 458. Marries Fa- 
tima, daughter of Maho- 
met, 465. Succeeds 0th- 
man, 467. Reign, 468. His 
assassination, ib. Posterity, 
469. 

Allgem, brother of Teias, 
332 . 

Ailectus, 88. 

Almamon, caliph, 485, 486. 

Almansor, caliph, 484, 485. 

Alp Arslan, sultan, his reign, 

.557* 93 ^. 

Altai, J71. 

Alypins, 170. 

Amala, 5?. 

Amalafrida, sister of Theo- 
doric the Great, 314, ?i5. 

Amalasontha, daughter of 
Tbeodoric,-3i5. 316, 

Amali, royal line of tlie, 
292, 


ANTES. 

Amaiphi, trade of, 527. Pro- 
moted pilgrimage and trade 
to the East, 542. 

Amiiuiy, king of Jemsolem, 
562. 

Ambrose. St., his contest with 
the empress Justina, 213, 
214. Subjects Theodosius 
to public penance, 217. 

Amida, or DIarbekir, taken 
by Sapor, 157. Taken by 
Cabades, 305. Great mosque 
at, 391. 39^. 

Amina, 452. 

Amorium, 411. 

Amrou, converted to Maho- 
metanism, 462. Conquers 
Egypt 473, 474. , 

Amurath I., sultan, his reign, 
603. 

Amurath II., sultan, besieges 
Constantinople, 610. His 
reign, 620. Gains the battle 
of Varna, 622. 

AnacleUis, pope, 532. 

Anab, or Analho, 177. 

Anastasia, sister of Constan- 
tine, 145. 

Anastasia, wife of Tiberius 
11 .. 311. 

Anastasias, emperor of the 
East, 280. War with The- 
odoric the Ostrogoth, 28?. 
Builds a wall from the Pro- 
pontis to the Euxine, 303, 
War with Persia, 305, 30a 

Anastasias 11., emperor of 
Constantinople, 400. 

Anatho, v. Anali. 

Andragathius, 210. 

Andronicus 1., grandson of 
Alexius Comnenus, his cha- 
racter and adventures, 426. 
Seizes the empire, bis reign, 

426, 427- 

Andronicus II., or Elder, Pn- 
la*ologu8, associated in the 
empire by his father Mi- 
chael, 588. Associates his 
son Mich;iel in the empire, 
591. His reign, 502. 

Andronicus III., or Younger, 
PalJEologus, grandson of the 
Elder, three civil wars 
against his grandfather, 

g )2. Reign and death, ib. 

Is defeat by Orchan the 
Turk, 602. Sends an em- 
bassy to pope Benedict Xll., 
612. 

Angora, battle of, 6 o 3 . 

Anna Commena, her history 
of her father Alexius 1., 
423. Her history, 424. Her 
learning, 503. 

Ansars, or auxiliaries of Me- 
dina, 460. 

Anses, Gothic demigods, 53. 
Antes, Slavonian tribe, 334, 


AKCADIUS. 

Anthemius, emperor of the 
West, 270, 271. 

Anthemius, the architect, 
plans the church of St. So- 
phia at Constantinople, 302. 
Antioch captured -by Sapor, 
61. Julian’s residence in 
that city, 174. Taken and 
burnt by Nushirvan, 323. 
Great earthquake at, 3?8. 
Taken by Chosroes II., 389. 
Taken by tlie Saracens 
under Abu Obeidah, 47?. 
Recovered by Nicephorus 
Phocas, 493. Betrayed to 
sultan Soiimun, 541. Taken 
by the crusaders, 551. Oc- 
cupied .and ruined by the 
sultan Bondocur, 569. 
Antonina, wife of Belisarius, 
birth and character, 310. 
Procures an ignominious 
pardon for Belisarius, 325. 
Founds a convent, 336. 
Antonines, the, t6 . 

Antoninus Pius, 16. 
Antoninus, M. Aurelius, 16, 
n. His treatment of the 
Christians, 113. 

Antoninus, ace Elagabalus. 
Aper Arrlus, pruetorian pre- 
fect, 82, 83. • 

Aphdal, sultan, 553. 
Apocaucus, 59?. 

Apulia coiujuered by tlie 
Normans, 524. 

Aquileia besieged by Maxi- 
min, 47. H'aken and de- 
stroyed by Attila, 260. 
Aquitain occupied by the 
Goths, 238. Conquered by 
the Franks, 276. Revolt 
'•of, punished by Charle- 
magne, 439. 

Arabs, their conquests of 
Persia, 471. Of Transoxi. 
ana, 472. Of Syria, 472, 
473. Of Africa, 473, 413. 
Of Spain, 476. Prosperity 
of Spain under the, 477. 
Limits of their conquests, 
478. Besiege Constanti- 
nople, 479. Second siege 
of Constantinople by, and 
destruction of their fleet, 
479U 480. Invade France, 
481-483. Introduction of 
leamin^f among, 485. Real 
progress in the sciences, 
486. Take Sicily, 488. . In- 
vade Italy, Uircaten Rome, 

489. ^ 

Araxes, river, 393. 
Arbogastes, the Frank, 2x8, 
219. 

Arcadius, son of 'rheodosius 
succeeds to the empire of 
the East, 223. His reign 
240, seq. His death, 244. 
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ARCH. 

Arch of Constantine, 9B, 105. 

Architecture, Lombardlc, ?8o. 
Qermon, 448. Byzantine, 
50}. 

Ardarlc, king of tlie Gepld®, 
262. 

Ariadne, daughter of Leo and 
Verina, 280. 

Arlans, proscribed through- 
out the East by 'rheodo- 

siUR, 2 1 1. 

Aristotle, philosophy of, 
adopted by the Arabians, 
486. 

Arius, 161, 162. 

Armenia, conquest of, 60, 89. 
Romans compelled to aban- 
don, by the treaty of Dura, 
i8j. Divided between the 
Homans and Persians, 245. 
Conquered by the Mongols, 
599* 

Armorica, its independence 
confirmed by llonorius, 2j8. 
United to the kingdom of 
Clovis, 2'75* 

Arnold of Bi escia, 6j i. 

Arpad, king of the Hunga- 
rians, 51J. 

Arrechis, duke of Beneven- 
tum, 440. 

Artaban, king of Parthla, de- 
feated by Artaxerxes, J9. 

Artiivasdes seizes the Byzan- 
tine thnmc on the death of 
Leo Ilf., 4?o. 

Artaxerxes ( Ardshir) restores 
the Persian monarchy, 39, 
His ambition. 41. 

Arzanenc, province of, 90. 

Asealon, battle of, 555. 

Asclepiodotus, 88. 

Asia, Roman provinces in, 7. 

A spar, 270. 

Assassins, 

Assyria invad(’d by Julian, 
177. Conquered by the 
Arabian caliph Omar, 471. 

AsUngl, 147. 

Astolphus, king of the Lom- 
bards, 42?, 4?4. 

Atabeks, Turkish tribe of Sy- 
ria, 558. 

Athalaric, son. of Amalason- 
tha, 292, Jiy, 3 j6. 

Athanarlc, judge of the Visi- 
goths, leads the Goths 
against Valeiis, 197. 

Atlwnasiiis, St., his life and 
adventures under Cbnstau- 
tius, 163, 164. Under Ju- 
lian, 173. Jovian's admira- 
tion for him, 187. Death, 
192. 

Athcnals, daughter of the 
Athenian sophist Leontius, 
history of, 24?. 

Athens, the schools of, sup- 
pressed by Justinian, 206. 


BAGDAD. 

Attains, praefect of Rome, 
made emperor by Alaric, 
234- 

Attila, king of the Huns, 251. 
His genealogy, person, and 
character, 251. Invades the 
eastern empire, 252. Dic- 
tates a peace to Theodosius 
the Younger, 253. Embas- 
sies to and from, 254, 255. 
Invades Gaul, 257. De- 
feated by Aetius at tlie 
battle of Chdlons, 259. In- 
vades Italy, 260. His death, 
262. 

Augusti and Cajsars, relative 
powers, 94. 

Augustin, St., 249. 

Augnstulus, last emperor of 
the West, 272, 273. 

Augustus, his moderation, 2. 
Ilis ptdicy, 12-14. Adopts 
'I'il)criu3, 16. 

Augustus title of. If. 

Aurelian, his reign, 68. Treaty 
with the Goths, ih. Relin- 
quishes Dacia to them, ib. 
Defeats the Alemanni, 69. 
Defeats Zenobia and takes 
Palmyra, 70 72. Triumph, 
7?. Assa-ssinated, ^4. 

Aureolus, emperor, 66, 67. 

Autharis, king* of the l^om- 
bard.s, 379. 

Avars, a Turkish stock, 371. 
Alliance w-ith the Dun- 
bards, 373. Defeat the Ge- 
I>id{e, and occupy their 
country, ib. Extcn<l their 
dominion after tiic min of 
the Gepidap, 386. I'heir al- 
liance with the Persians 
and attack on Constanti- 
nople, 394. Their country, 
Pannonia, reduced by Char- 
lemagne, 440. 

Aversa, town of, founded for 
the Normans, 523. 

Avicenna, Arabian physician, 
486. 

Avignon becomes the resi- 
dence of the popes, 6j4* 

Avifus, emiwror of the West, 
267, 268. 

Ayesha, daughter of Alnibe- 
ker and wife of Mahomet, 
464, 468. 

Ayub, father of Saladin, 561. 


B. 

Boalbec, or Heliopolis, 472. 
Bagandso, 87. 

Bagdad founded by the caliph 
Alinansor, 484. Stormed 
and sacked by the Mon- 
gols, 598. Pyramid of heads 
. erected at, by Timour, 608. 


BKLISARIUS. 

Bahram, or Varanes, Persian 
general, 385. 

Baian, chagan of the Avars, 
386. 


Baikal, lake, 200. 



prisoner by Timour at An- 
gora, 6o3. Story of his iron 
cage, ib. note. 

Balbinus, emperor with Max- 
imus. 46. 

Baldwin, count of Flanders, a 
leader in the fourth cru- 
sade, 574. Elected empeTf»r 
of the East, 580. His reign 
and death, 582, $83. 

Baldwin II., last I^atin em- 
peror of Constantinople, 
585. 586. 

Baldwin, brother of Godfrey 
of Bouillon, his quarrel with 
Tancred, 556. Seizes Edessa 
and founds a principality, 
551. Becomes king of Je- 
rusalem, 556. 

Baldwin II., III., and IV., 
kings of Jerusalem, 562. 

Barduncs assumes the purple 
and the name of Philip- 
piens, 405, 406. 

Bardas, 501. 

Bari, 521, 522. 

Barluam, Calabrian monk, 616. 

Barmecides extirpated by 
Harun al Rasbld, 488. 

Baroncelli, tribune of Rome, 
641. 

Bartholemy, Peter, discovers 
the Holy T.Ance, 552. 

Biusil I., the Macedonian, em- 
peror of Constoniiuopie, his 
reign, 413, 414. Alliance 
wi th the emperor Lewis 11., 
521. 

Bjisil II., emperor of Constan- 
tinople, 418, 419. Conquer? 
the Bulgarians, 512. 

Basil, archbishc^p of Caesarea, 

212 . 

Basel, council of, 613. 

Basilica, code, 414. 

Basiliscus, brother of the em- 
press Verina, commands 
against the Vandals, 270. 
Proclaimed emperor, 280. 

Bassianus, name of Elogaba- 

lus, 35. 

Bassora, foundation of, 471. 

Bastarnae, 78. 

Batavians, 158. 

Baton, khan of the Mongols, 
599- 

Beder, battle of, 461. 

Bela IV., king of Hungary, 
600. 

Belgrade built on the mini 
of Singidunum, 386. 

Bclisarius, his birth, cduca- 
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BENEDICT. 

tioa» and services, jio. His 
conquest of Africa, 310- 
312. His triumph at Con* 
stantinople, J13. His con- 
quest of Sicily, 315, 317. 
His conquest of Italy, 317- 

320. Recalled by Justinian, 

321. His Persian campaign, 
323. Disgraced, 324. Par- 
don and mean submission, 
325, His second war in 
Italy, 326-329. Defends 
Constantinople from the 
Bulgarians, 335. Disgrace, 
restoration, and death, 336. 

Benedict XU., pope, 612. 

Benedict Xlll., pope. 644. 

Beneventum, dukes of, escape 
the yoke of Charlemagne, 

Bel^^in of Tudela, his de- 
scription of the riches of 
Constantinople, 497. 

Berbers, 475. 

Bernard, St., proclaims the 
second crusade, 559. 

Berytus, school of law at, 137. 
Overtlirowu by an earth- 
quake, )}8. 

Bessarion, bishop of Nice, 614. 

Bessas,‘327. 

Bezalxie taken by Sapor, 157. 

Bithynia, 7. Plundered by the 
GoUis, 59. 

Bleda, brother and colleague 
of Attila, 252. 

Blemmyes invade P^gypt, 88. 

Boccaccio, 6r6. 

Bocliara, 486. 

Boethius, character and 
studies of, 289. His im- 
prisonment and death, 290, 
291. 

Bohemia, united to the Ger- 
manic body by Charlrf- 
magne, 440. 

Bohemond, son of Robert 
Guiscard, commands his 
father’s fleet at Durazzo, 
529. A leader in the first 
crusade, 547. Acquires the 
sovereignty of Antioch, 551. 
His design bj arm the West 
against the Byzantine em- 
pire, 557. Death, 558. 

Bolseiia, lake , } 16. 

Boniface, count, general of 
Plocidia, invites the Van- 
dals into Africa, 248 Re- 
pentance, 249. Defeated 
by Genseric, 249, 250. Bat- 
tle with Abtius and death, 
250- 

Boniface, marquis of Mont- 
ferrat, leader of the fourth 
crusade, 575. King of 
Thessaloniea, or Thessaly, 
581. Killed by the Bulga- 
'daiis, 583. 


C.9CSAR. 

Boniface Vlll., pope, 635. ! 

Boiiosus, 78. 

Borak, 455. 

Borysthenes, 129, 515. 

Bosporus, kingdom of, ac- 
quired by the Goths. 58. 

Bosporus, strait of, described, 
127. 

Bothcric, 216. 

Bour?a, 602, 628. 

Bowides, Peridan dynasty of, 

492. 

Brancaleone, 6i3. 

Bremen, 513. 

Britain, conquered by the 
Romans, 2. Province de- 
scribed, 5. Invudud by the 
Scots and Piets, 195. Re- 
covered by 'rheodosius, ib. 
Its independence confirmed 
by Honorius,2i8 Govcdi- 
ment of till the descent of 
the Saxons, £/>. Christian- 
ity introduced into by pope 
Gregory the Great, 384. 

Britons of P'rance, reducetl 
and chastised by Charle- 
magne, 439. 

Buceliii, duke of the Aleman- 

n», ??2. 

Bulgarians, their ethnology, 
334. Threaten Constanti- 
nople, lb. Repulsed by 
Belisarius, 335. Account 
of the first kingdom of, 511. 
Overthrown by Basil II., 
512. Second kingdom of 
Buigtu-ia, 572,573. War of 
against tlie Latin emperors 
of Constitfitinople, 582. 

Burgundians, 193, 228, 229, 

319- 

Byzantine history, 4C0. ICm- 
pire, view of its govern- 
ment, literature, &c., from 
the time of He radius to 
the invasion of the PYunks, 
496, seq. 

Byzantium, siege of by Seve- 
rus’ generals, 26. Taken 
by Maximin, idS. Besieged 
by Comstaiitine, 108. Ad- 
vantageous situation, 126. 


c. 

Caaba, or temple of Mecca, 
451, note. Idols of de- 
stroyed by Mahomet, 463. 
Desecrated by Abu Taber, 
the Carmatliian, 491. 
Cubodes, or Kobud, king of 
Persia, 505,306. 

Cadesiu, battle of, 471. 
Cadijah, wife of Mahomet, 

452. 465. 

Caesar and Augustus, those 
titles explained, 15. 


CARACALLA. 

* Caesars’ of Julian, account oi 
tliat work, 166. 

Caesarea, capital of Cappado- 
cia, taken by Sapor, 61. 
Taken by Chosroes II., 389. 

Caesarea, in Syria, surrenders 
to the Saracens, 473. 

Caesarius, 489. 

Cairo, when founded, 473. 

Cairoan, in the kingdom of 
'runis, 475. 

Calabria, preservation of the 
Greek language in, 616. 

Caled, surnamed “Sword of 
God,” 463. Virtual leader 
in the Syrian war, 472. 

Caledonia, 194. 

Caliph, meaning of that tiUe, 
466 and note. Firnt four 
caliphs compared, 467. 
Conquosts of the caliplis, 
471. Triple division of th" 
caliphate, 484. Causes of 
tlieir decline and fall, 491. 
Invite the liowides, 492. 
Patimite of P’gypt, deposeil 
by Noureddin, 561. Ab- 
basside, extinction of by tlie 
Mongols, 590. 

Callinicus of Heliopolis, 480. 

Calo-John (.lohii or Joanni- 
ces), king of Bulgaria, as- 
sists the revt'It of the 
Greeks against the Latins, 
582. ]Jefeut.s and takes 
Jhildwin 1., 583. 

Calvajy, 170, 542. 

Candia, modem name of 
Crete, whence derived, 484. 
See Crete. 

Cantocuzene, John, regent in 
the minority of John I’alaj- 
oU)giLs, 592. Assumes the 
purple, 593. His reipi, 
59 L 594 * Alliance with 
the Turks, 593. Associates 
his son Matthew, ib. Ab- 
diuiliuu and retirement to 
a convent, ib. War with 
the Genoese and destruc- 
tion of his fleet. 593. 594. 
Alliance witli the Vene- 
tians, 594. Naval defeat, 
ib. Iliuniliating treaty 
with tl ic Genoese, ib. M ar-. 
rios his daughter to Orclian, 
'I’urkish prince of Bithy- 
nia, 602. Negociutions 
witli pope Clement VI.. 
612. 

Capelianus, defeats tlie Gor- 
diuns, 46. 

Capitation- tax under Con- 
stantine, 142. 

Capito, Ateius, 347. 

Capitol of Rome, 632. 

Cappadocia, kin^om of, 7. 

Caput Voda, 311. 

I CaracuUa, discord with Getu 
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CABAUSIUS. 


CLAUISSIMI. 


CONSTANTIN A. 


29. His reign, 1 1-3^ Edict < 
making all freemen of the 
empire Roman citizens, Ji. 
His nurse a Christian, 1 14. 

^^^arausius, revolt of, in Bri- 
tain, 87. Murdered by Al- 
lectus, 88. 

Carbeas, the Paulician, 507. 

Cardinals, college of, obtains 
the right of electing to tho 
papal chair, 443, 634. 

Carduene ceded to the Ho- 
mans, 91. 

Carinus, son of Cams, empe- 
ror, 80. His defeat and 
death, 83* 

Carizmians, 568. 

Carlo vingian dynasty, 434. 

Carmath, founds the sect of 
the Carmathians, 491. 

Curplllo, 256. 

Carrhee, 60. 

Carthage, taken by the Van- 
dals, 250. llecovercd by 
Helisarlus, 311. Taken by 
the Saracens, ^75. 

Carus, emperor, his reign, 79, 


Carsilinum, battle of, 3 33. 

Civssians, legal sect, 348. 

Cassiodoms, Gothic liisiory of, 
52. Minister of queen 
Araalasuntba, 315. 

Catalans, their service and 
war in the Greek empire, 

591. 

Catapan, or governor of the 
Greek province of Ix)m- 
bardy, 522. 

Catastrum, 142. 

Catherine, granddaughter of 
tho emperor Baldwin 11 ., 
586. 

Catibah, 472. 

Catti, 56. 

Cava, daughter of count Ju- 
lian, 476. 

Censor, 11$. 

Cerronl, tribune of Rome, 641. 

Chaboras, river, 90, 177. 

Chaibar, 462. 

Chaicedon, taken by the 
Goths, 59. Taken by Chos- 
roes IL, 389. 

Ch&lons, battle of, 299. 

Cluiregites, or Cbazrq)ite8, 
468 and note. 

Charlemagne conquers the 
Lombards, 434. Crowned 
in St Peter’s by Leo, 437. 
His reign, 437-441. iTo- 
tects the pilgrims at Jem< 
Salem, 542. Decorates his 
palace at Aix-la-Chapelle 
with the marbles of Ra- 
venna and Rome, 648. 

Cliarles Martel, defeats Uic 
Saracens, 48 3. 

Charles the Fat, 442 


Charles V., parallel with Dio- 
cletian, 95. 

Charles of Anjou, subdues 
Naples and Sicily, 589. Si- 
cilian Vespers, 590. Defeat 
misfortunes, and death, 590, 
591. Senator of Rome, 633. 
Chauci, 56. 

Cherson, city of, 519. 
Chersonesus Tanrica, 58. 
Chersonesus, 'I'hraciun, 253. 
Chersonites, pei^ecuted by 
Justinian iL, 465. 

Cherusci, 56. 

Chiaiiss, 499. 

Childebert, great-grandson of 
Clovis, 379. 

Childeric, deposed by pope 
Zachary in favour of l*e- 
pin, 435. 

China, wall of, 202. Manu- 
facture of silk In, 301 . Con- 
quered by the Mongols, 
597 . 598. 

Chlorus, surname of Constan- 
tins, 86. 

Chosroes, king of Armenia, 60. 
Chosroes Nushirvan, king of 
Persia, reign of, 322, 323. 
Neg«x' 4 ation 8 and trcalles 
wiUi Justinian, 324. Death, 
384. 

Chosroes II., king of Persia, 
d(?posed by Bahram.and re- 
stored by the Romans, 385. 
386. His conquests, 389. 
His magnihceuce, 390. 
Wars with Heraclius, 390, 
seq. Deposed and »nur- 
dered by his son Siroes, 
30 . 

Christianity, persecution of 
by the Roman emperors, 
no, seq. Legal establish- 
ment of by Constantine, 
122. Persecuted by Julian, 

1 7 1. Restored as religion 
of state by Jovian, 187. 
Propagation of, in the north 
of Europe, 519. 

Christopher, 415. 

Chrysaphius, 254, 255. 
Chrysocheir, the Paulician, 
507. • 

Chrysoloras, Manuel, 617, 
Chrysopolis, battle of, 108. 
Chrysostom, St., 241. His 
life, 241, seq. 

Cibalis, 106. 

Cilicia, province, 7. Con- 
quered by Nicephorus Pho- 
cas and Zimisces, 493. 
Circassians, dynasty of, in 
Syria and Egypt, 607. 
Circesium, 90. 

Citeaux, monastery of, 559. 
Clalrvaux, monastery of, 559 - 
Claris.simi, honouraJ>le, a title 
under Conittoiitinc, 132. 


Claudian, 223. 

Claudtus, emperor, 66, 67. 

Cleander, 21. 

Clemens, Flavius, 112. 

Clement 111 ., pope, 530. 

Clement V., pope, 634. 

Clement VI., pope, 612, 635. 

Clement Vll., pope, 643. 

Clepho, king of the Lom- 
bards, 377. 

Clermont, council of, 546. 

Clodion, first of the Mero- 
vingian kings, 257. 

Clotilda, 275. 

Clovis, king of the Franks 

274-276. 

Coche, 178. 

Codicils, 362. . 

Cugnats, 360. 

Coinage, 632. 

Colchis, revolutions of, 324. 

Coliseum at Home, 649, 650* 

Collyridian heresy, 453. 

Colonna, Ktmmn family, 635. 

Colonna, Stephen, 640. 

Comets, in reign of Justinian, 
338. 

Comito, 295. 

Commodus, emperor, his 
reign, 20-22. Protects, the 
Christians, 114. 

I Comnenl, histoiy of the fa- 
mily of, 421. Extinction of 
the family of, 629. 

Confarreation, marriage rite, 

J 54 - 

Conub, that Inscription on 
Byzantine coins explained, 
369, note. 

Conrad III., emperor of Ger- 
many, midcrtakos the se- 
cond Crusade, 559, 560. 

Conrad of Montferrat, 563. 

Conradin of Swabia, 590. 

Constance, treaty i>f betureen 
Frederick 1 . and the lx»m- 
bard league, 445. Council 
of, 644. 

Constans, tliird son of Con- 
stantine, 144. Share of tlie 
empire after the death of 
his father, 149. War with 
his brother Constantine 11 ., 
150. Slain at Helena by 
the adherents of Magnen- 
this, 151. Demands the 
restoratnm of Athanasius 
from Constantius II., 164. 
His visit to Britain, 195. 

Constans II,*, son of Constan- 
tine HI., reign of, 403. 

Constantia, sister of Constan- 
tine, wife of Licinius, 106, 
108. 149, 146. 

Constantina, daughter of Con- 
stantine the Great, 151, 
Marries Gallns, 153. 

Constantina, widow of the 
emperor Alaurice, 388. 
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CONSTANTINK. 

Constantine the Great, his 
family connexion with Clau- 
dius, 68. Birth and early 
life, loo. Kievation in 
Britiiin, loi. Marries 
Fanstii, 102. Named Au- 
gustus by Maximian, ib. 
War with Maxentius, 104, 

105. Visits Kome, 105. 
First war with Licinius, 

106. War with the Gotha, 

107. Second war with Li- 
cinius, lb. Founds Con- 
stantinople, 129, seq. In- 
troduces a new form of 
government, 132, seq. His 
family, 144. Genealogical 
table of ills /amily, 652. 
Jealous of his son Crispus, 
145. Puts Crispus and Li- 
cinius to death, 146. Klc- 
yation of his sons and 
nephews, 147. Wars against | 
the Sarniatians and Goths, 
147, 148. His d(iath, 148. I 
Protects the Christians, 118. ! 
Publishes the P^dict of 
Milan, 1 19. His conversion, I 
1 20. Adopts the symbol of 
the cross and standard of 
the Laharum, 122. His 
triumphal arch, 98. llati- 
fies the Nicene cnecd, 16 1. 
Baptised by the Allan 
bishop PJusebius, 162. 

Constantine ll., 144. Share 
of the empire after the 
death of his father, 149, 1 50, 
Invades the dominions of 
Constaus, 150. lils death, 
ib. 

Constantine III., son of He ra- 
dius, reign of, 402. 

ConstiinMuc 1V„ Pogonatus, 
reign of, 40;. 

Constantine V., Copronyinus, 
reign of, 407. Proscribes 
the worship of Images, 430. 
Introduces the Paulicians 
into Thrace, 508. 

Constantine VI,, reign of, 407. 

Constantine Vll., Porphyro- 
genitus, reign of, 415. 
Works of, 495, Encouraged 
learniug, 502. 

Constantlue VII 1., reign of, 
416. 

Constantine IX., reign of, 419. 

Constantine X., Monomachus, 
reign of, 420. 

Constantino XI., Ducas, reign 
of, 422. 

Constantine XII., reign of, 
422. 

Constantipe XIIL, Palajo- 
logus, last of the Greek 
emperors, 622. Ileigri of, 
624-629. 

^nstantinople founded, 12$., 


CONSTANTIUS. 
Advantages of its position, 
iiq,seq. Extent, 130. Sur- 
rounded with walls by Theo- 
dosius the Younger, tb. De- 
dication of the city, 132. 
Called Second or New llome, 
ib. Council of, 21 1. JVt’Aa 
sedition at, 298. Besieged 
by the Avars and Pereians, 
394. leonoclast council of 
under Constantine V., 430. 
Besieged by the Arabs, 479. 
Second siege of by Alosle- 
meh, 487. Boyal college 
of, 501. 'I’lireatened by tlie 
Hungarians, 51?. I'hrice 
attempted by the Russians, 
516. Jh'ophecy of its cap- 
ture by that nation, 517. 
Siege and conquest of, by 
the ],Atins, 577. P'iro at, 
occasioned by tlie Flemings, 
578. Sedition at, 579. Se- 
cond siege of, by the Latins, 
ib. 'I'hird conllagration, ib. 
Capture, ib. Recovered by 
Michael Pulteologus, 586. 
'I’akeu by Mahomet 11., 627, 
seq. 

Constantlus Chlorus, associ- 
ated with Diocletian, 86. 
Recovers Britain, 88. Em- 
peror, 99. British expe- 
dition, 100. Death, ib. 
Averse to persecution, 116. 

CunstiUitius II., sou of Con- 
stantine the Great, 144. 
Alade Catsar, 146. 11 is 

share of the empire, 149. 
Conducts the Persian war, 
ib. Hastens to Europe to 
oppose Alagnentliis and Ve- 
tranio, 15 1. Deposes Ve- 
tranfo, ib. Detents Mag- 
nontius and recovers Italy, 
*52, 15?. fc>olc emperor, 

153. Alakeg (iailus Cn'Mir, 

154. Puts him to death, 

155. I )ec;lares J ulian Civsar, 

156. Visits Rome, 16. AVarg 
with the Qiiiuli and Sar- 
matlans, 156, 157. Proceeds 
to the iOast, 157. Unsuc- 
cessful siege ift B«'7.al>de, 
ib. Adopts the Arian heresy, 
162. Persecutes Athana- 
sius, 163, 164. illsjealousy 
and fear of Julian, 158. 
Deprives Julian of the 
Gallic legious, 1 59. Marches 
against him, 161. Lies at 
Mopsucrene, ib, 

Constantins, associated in the 
empire by Honorius, 247. 

Constantlus, general of J*ro- 
bus, 77. 

Constantlus, Julius, the patri- 
cian, brother of Con Stan tine, 
144, 149. 


CDFA. 

Consuls at Constantinople.' 
15 5 . 

Consulship, suppressed by 
Justinian, 307. IjCgally ex- 
tinguished by Leu the l‘hi- 
losopher, 308. 

Copts and Abyssluians, 542. 

Cordova, 484. 

Cosmo of Aledicls, 618. 

CoBSova, battle of, 603. 

Cuuut of the Fast, 136. Origin 
of title, 139. Of the private 
estate, 140. Of the sacred 
largesses, ib. Of the do- 
mestics, ib. 

Cracow, l ity of, destroyed by 
the Mongols, 599. 

Cresccntlus, consul of Rome, 
444* 

Crete, conquered by the 
Arabs, 488. Reconquered 

' by Niccpliorus Phocas, 493. 

Crimes, how discriminated by 
lioman law, 367. 

Crispus, son of Constantine, 
made Cicsar, 106. Victories 
over the Franks and Ale- 
rnannl, 107. Defeats the 
ileot of Licinius, 108. Con- 
stantine’s jealousy of, 145. 
Disgrace and death, 146. 

Crispus, the patrician, mar- 
ries the daughter of i*hocu8, 
388. 

Croatia, account of the king- 
dom of, 5n. 

Cross, sign of, in the sky, 
Bicn by Constantine, 120. 
Adopted by (Jonstantir.* and 
his sol In is, 122. Adopted 
by the crusaders, 546. 

Crown, iron, of the Lom- 
bards, 379. 

Crusades. history of, 546, 
trq. 'Fake Antioch, 553. 
Take .Jerusahun, 554, 555. 
Sef'OHil, 558. Alarcli of the 
second cnisaders, 559. 'I'lieir 
failure, 560. Third, 561. 
Sic‘gi* of Acre, 563. Death 
of Frederick Uarbarossa, 
564. ICxpluits of Richard 1. 
in I’ale.stine, 565. Fourth, 
is diverted fnmi Syria to 
Cons tin tinople, 566. His- 
tory of, 573, Conquest 
ol Constantinople, 577. Se- 
coml conquest of Constan- 
tinople, 579. Fifth, 566. 
Sixth, St. Louis, s68ir Se- 
vevth, death of St. Louis, 
569. 

Ctesiphon, taken by Severus, 
40. Siege of abandoned by 
Julian, 179. 

Cublai, Khan of the Mongols, 
598. 

Cufa, tomb of All at, 469. 
Foundation of, 471. 
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CUMANS. 

Cumans, Turkiiiih tribe, 582. 
Cunimund, king of the Gc- 
pidce, 3*72. 

Curator, 358. 

Curds, 561. 

Curopalata, office of, 499. 
Cutulmish, 540. 

Cyaueun rocks, 117. 

Cyprus, bestowed by Richard 
I. on Guy de Lusigiian, 572. 
Cyrcne, 7. Greek colonies of, 
• extirpated by Ciiosroes 11., 
389. 

Cyriuiies, 61. 

Cyril of Alexandria, t68. 
Q^zicus, taken by the Goths, 

59 - 


D. 


Dacia, conquered by Trojan, 
6. Invaded by the Goths, 
5J. Ibdinqnished to the 
Gotiis by Aurelian, 68. 
And Macedonia added to tiic 
Eastern empire by Gratiun, 
206. 


Dadastana, 187. 

Dagobert, last able king of 
the Merovingians, his chair 
or throne, 433. 

Dalmatia described, 6, Con- 
quest of, 152. 

Dalmatius, brother of Con- 
stantine, 144. 

Dalmatius, nci)hew of Con- 
stantino, 145, 148, 149. 

Damascus, besiegi-d by the 
Saracens, 472. Recaptured 
by Noureddin, 558. liy 
Timour, 607. 

Damietta, taken by Louis IX., 
568. 

Damophilus, 111. 

Dandolo, Henry, doge of 
Venice, 575, 576. Present 
at the conquest of Con- 
stantinople, 577. l^eclines 
to compete for the imperial 
crown, 580. Despot of Ro- 
mania, 581. Death, 583. 

Danielis, 413. 

Danube, 6. 

Dara, 306. 

Darius, officer of Valentinian 

III., 249. 


Dustagi ril, or Artomita, 390, 


Decebalus, king of Dacia, 3. 
Decemvirs, laws of the, 341. 
Dccen tills, 153. 

Decius, reign of. ';i-54. Per- 
secution of the Christians 

by, 115. 

Dccurions, or Curialcs, 142, 
ML 

Defensores, 191. 

Delators, 20, 22. 

Delhi taken by Timour, 607. 


EGYrr. 

Pelpbi, 131. 

I)engi8icl\ 263. 

Desiderius, last king of the 
Lombards, 434. 

Despot, a title under tbe 
Greek empire, 498. 

Dexippus attacks tliO Gothic 
fleet, 59. 

Diadumeniunus, son of Mac- 
rinus, 35. 

Diarbekir. See Amida. 

Diet, German, 443. 

Dioceses, 136. 

Diocletian, general of Probus, 
77. Elected emperor, 82. 
Ilia reign, 82-95. Abdica- 
tion, 95. Ro' rement at 
Saluna, 96. 'I’reatmcnt of 
the Christians, 116, 117. 

Di<jn Cassius, 39. 

Iiisjibul, khan of the Turks, 
J7»- 

Dispargum, 257- 

Divorce among the Romans, 
355. 356. 

Dodona, 330. 

Dogo of Venice, 574. - 

Domestics, 140. 

Domestic, Great, 499. 

Dominus, title of the emperor, 
93. 

Domitian, cmpi'ror, perse- 
cutes the Christians, 112, 
113. 

Domitian, Oriental praifoct, 
154- 

Domitilla, niece of Domitian, 
112. 

Dorylanim, battle of, 550. 

Dragoman, 499. 

Drogo, 525. 

Droniones, 500. 

Drungaire, Great, 499. 

Druses, 542. 

Dukes, title and functions of, 
138. Of It'dy, 382. 

Dura on the rigris, 183. 

Durnzzo, siege of by Robert 
Guiscard, 528, fk9. 

£. 

Fx-bfitana, 80. 

hk clcsiaslics, Greek, 500. 

hklectus, 21. 

hxlecoii, father of Odoacer, 

254. 272- 

Kdossa, principalityof founded 
by Baldwin count of Flan- 
ders, 551, Retaken by the 
sultan Zeiiglu. 558. 

F.dlct of tbe praitors, 343. 

Edrisites, Saracen dynasty 0% 

491. 

Edward L of England, 569. 

Kpypt. province described, 7. 
Conquered by Clirosroes II., 
389. Invaded by the Sara- 
cens under Ainrou, 473. 


EOTBOPIVS. 

Elagabftlus, rdgn of, 35 - 57 * 
Kleusinian inygU?ri«i, 167. 
Elbe, son of Attila, 262. 
Eiuesa, worsliip of tbe sun at, 
35. Battle of, 7f. 

' EiiJi>erors, Roman, legislative 
power of, 34 3, 344. Of Con- 
stantinople, their pomp and 
luxury, 496, seq. Of the 
■\\'est, French and Geraian, 
436, 

Empire, Roman, how divided 
between Arcadius and Ho- 
norius, 223. Revival of 
under Cliarlemngne, 436. 
Extinction of the Eastern- 
empire, 628. 

Eslaw, ambassador of Attila, 

255. 

Eucherius, 230. 

Eitdi s, duke of Aquitain, 482, 

48 3- 

Eiuloeia, consort of Theo- 
dosius tbe Younger, 245. 
Endocia, widow’ ot Constan- 
tine XIL, 422. Her learn- 
ing, 503. 

Eudociu, daughter of Valen- 
tinian III., 269. 

Eudoxia, daughter of Baulo, 
married to Arcadius, 223, 
241. Persecutes Chrysos- 
tom, 241. 

Eudoxia, daughter of Theo- 
dosius the Youngtr and 
Athenals, marries Valenli- 
nian 111., 245. Compulsory 
marriage witli Petronius 
Maximus, 266. Invites 
Genseric into Italy, 266. 
He carries her captive to 
Carthage, 267. Restored, 
269. 

F^udoxus, 192. 

Faigeiiius, emperor, 218, 219. 
Eugenius IV., pope, 613. 
Kugetiius, chamberlain, 258. 
Eiqdirosyne, daughter of Con- 
stantine VI., marries tbe 
emperor Michael ll., 41 1. 
Eunhrosyne, w ilc of Alexius 
Angelus, 573. 

Euric, king of the Visigoths, 

274. 

Eusebius of Cffisaroa, 120. 
Eusebius of Niconiedia, 162. 
Kii.-sebius the eunuch, 153, 

155- 

Euslathius, bishop of An- 
tioch, 162. 

Eutharic, 315. 

lilulropin, sister of Constan- 
tine, 145. 

Eutropius, father of Con- 
stantius, 86. 

Eutropius, the eunuch, under- 
mines the pt)wer of Ru- 
fimis, 223. Rules Arcodlttis, 
240. 
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EXARCHS. 

KxarchB of Ravenna, esta- 
blishment of, 228. Extent 
of their jurisdiction, 381. 
Exile among the Romans, 
368. 


P. 

Fiino, battle of, 69. 

Furnese palace built of the 
materials of the Coliseum, 
650. 

Fatima, daughter of Maho> 
met, 465. 

Fatimitcs, 48}, 484. 

-Fausta, daughter of Maxi- 
niian, marries Constantine 
the Great, 102. Her chil- 
dren, 144. I^ocurea the 
death of Crispus, 146. Her 
death, 146. 

Felix V., pope, 614. 

Ferrara, council of, 613. 

Finns, 512. 

Fire, Greek, 480, 481. 

Firmus, revolt of, •}). 

Fiimus the Moor, 195. 

Flavian family, 122. 

Flor, Roger de, 591. 

Florence besieged by Kada- 
gaisus, 228. Council of, 
O14. 

Florianus, brother of the em- 
peror TaxdGts, *j6. 

Fosderatl, Gothic troops in 
the service of tlie Romans, 
209. 

Forum Trebonil, battle of, 
54- 

France, limits of, under 
Charlemagne, 4 J9. Invaded 
by the Arabs, 481. Their 
expulsion, 483^ 

Franks, Uieir origin and con- 
federacy, 56. Conquests of, 
under Clovis, 274, seq. In- 
vade Italy, 319. 3J2. De- 
feated by Narses, 333. 

Fruvitta, Qotiiic leader, 241. 

Frederick 1., Barbarosso, em- 
peror of Germany, invades 
Italy, 445. Undertakes the 
third crusade, 563. Drowned, 

564. 

Frederick II., emperor of Ger- 
many, worsted by the Lom- 
bards and pope, 445, 446. 
Excommunicated liy pope 
Gregory IX., 567. Enters 
Jerusalem, 567. Exhorts 
the European princes to 
arm against Uie Mongols, 
600. 

Freedraen, condition of, 352. 

Frigldus river, 219. 

Fritigem, Judge of the Visi- 
goths, 205. His death, 208. | 

Fiilk, count of Anjou, 562, 

Fulkof Neuilly,573. I 


OELIMER. 

G. 

Gainas the G<ith, 224. De- 
serts the service of Stilicho, 
225. His revolt and death, 
241. 

Gains (or Caius), juridical au- 
thority conferred on by 
Theodosius II., 348. His 
Institutes discovered by 
Niebuhr, 352, note. 

Galata, suburb of Constanti- 
nople, 588. 

G aler ius, general of Probus, 7 7 . 
Associated in the empire 
by Diocletian, 86. Persian 
campaigns, 90. Disgrace. 
90. Victory over the J’er- 
siaris, 90. Emperor, 99-101. 
Invades Italy, 102, loj. 
Deatli, 104. Persuaded 
Diocletian to a general per- 
secution of the Christiiuis, 
1 16. Ihiblished an edict of 
toleration, 119. 

(^lilajans, ChrisUaus so called 
Julian, 171. 

Oalll St., monastery, 513. 

Galla, sister of valeiitinian 
II., 215. 

Gallienus associated in the 
empire by his father Va- 
lerian, 56. Marches against 
the Goths, 59. Character 
and administration, 62-64. 
Death, 66. Favoured tlie 
Christians, 115. 

Gallus, emperor, 54, 55. 

Gallus, nephew of Constan- 
tine, 145. Esatpea assassi- 
nation, 149. Declared Ca5- 
sar, 15J. His goveniment 
of tlie East, 153, 154. Dis- 
grace and death, 155. 

Gaiidentius, son of Aetius, 
263. 

Gaul, province of, 5. Invaded 
by the G^toans at the in- 
stigation of Constantins, 
157. Government assigned 
to Julian, 158. Invaded by 
the Alenianni, 192. In- 
vaded by the Suevi, Van- 
dals, Alaui, and Burgun- 
dians. 229. 

Gaza, Theodore, 617. 

Geber, Arabian physician, 
486. 

Gcberic, king of the Gotlis, 
148. 

Geisa, Hungarian prince, 513. 

Gelalcddin, sultan of Oarizmc, 
597 . ^01. 

Gchilcean tcra of the Turks, 
539 and note. 

Qelimer, king of the Vandals 
in Africa, 310. His reign 
and defeat by BelisarlLis, 


GORDIAN. 

311, 312. Behaviour at 
tlie triumph of Belisarius, 
HI. 

Genoese, settlements of the, 
at Constantinople, 588. 
Their power and wars with 
the Greek empire, 593, 594. 

Gens, Roman, 360. 

Genseric, king of the Van- 
dals in Spain, 248. Invades 
Africa, 249. Surprises Car- 
thage, 251. Mutilates his 
sou’s wife, daughter of 
'i'heodoric king ot the Os- 
trogoths, 257. Incites At- 
tlla to invade Gaul, 257. 
Builds a fleet, conquers 
Sicily, 266. Sacks Rome, 

267. Destroys the navy of 
Majorian at Carthagena, 

268. Destroys the fleet of 
Basiliscus, 270. 

George of Cappadocia, suc- 
ceeds Athanasius at Alex- 
andria, 172. His history, 
173. 'I’utelar saint of Eng- 
Uuid, 173- 

George, Sicilian admiral, gj2, 

5U. 

Georgians, 542. 

Gepidaj, 78. Subdued by A t- 
tila, 25?,. Subdued by the 
Avars and liombards, 373. 

Germans, ancient, invited by 
Constantins II. to invade 
Gaul, 137. Invade and 
settle in Gaul, 229. 

I Gemianus, nephew of Jus- 
tinian, 330. 

Germany, Upper and Lower, 
Roman provinces, 5, 

1 United by Charlemagne, 
440. Emperors of, 443. 
l^inces of, tlicir independ- 
ence, 446. Germanic con- 
federation, 447. 

Gessoriacum (BouU)gne), 87. 

Geta and Curacalla, sons of 
the emperor Severus, dis- 
cord of, 29, 31. Geta mur- 
dered, 32. 

Gotes, 605. 

Gliibclines, 446. 

Gibraltar, name whence de- 
rived, 476. 

Gildo the Moor, brotlier of 
Firmus, 225, 226. 

Glycorius, emperor of the 
West, 271. 

Godfrey of Bouillon, leader of 
tlic first crusade, 547. 
Elected defender and baron 
of the holy sepulchre, 553. 
Composes the Assize of Je- 
rusalem, 556. 

Gog and Magog, 512. 

Golden Horn, harbour of Con- 
stantinople, 127. 

Gordian, proconsul of Africa, 
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GORDIAN, 

declared emperor with his 
sou, 45. Their deaths, 46. 

Surdian III. declared Cajsar, 
47. Sole emperor, 49. Per- 
sian war, ib» Murdered,* 
50. 

Goths, first appearance of, 52. 
Emigration into Prussia, 
ib. Sulxiivisions of, 5?. 
Invade the Roman pro- 
vince's, 5J, 54. Their in- 
cur'iions over the DanulMj, 
57. Settle in the Ukraine 
and IJosporus, 58. g. Naval 
expeditions in the Euxine, 
ib. I’ake Trebizond, ra- 
vage Pont us, ib. Take 
Chalcedon and plunder Bi- 
thynia, 59. Attempt Thes- 
snlonica, 67. Defeated by 
Claudius, conflict and 
treaty with Aurelian, 68. 
Invade Illyrlcum, 107. Re- 
pulsed and chastised by 
Cojjstantine, 147,148. As- 
sist the revolt of Pro- 
copius, subdued by Valens, 
196. Visigoths defeated 
on the Dniester by the 
Huns, 203. Implore the 
protection of Valens, 203. 

' I’hey cross the Danube, 
204. Overthrow Vahms at 
lladriano[)le, 205. Spread 
themselves to tlie Adriatic, 
206. Their disorder and 
discord after the death of 
Ft.Ligeni, 208. Final ca- 
pitulation of tlic Visigoths, 
2o3. 'I’lie Ostrogoths accept 
settlements in Tlirace ami 
IMirygia, 209. Ravage 
Greece under the conduct 
• of Alaric, 225. Besiege and 
take Rome, 23 1-2 34. March 
into Gaul, 237. Bubduc the 
barbarians in Spain, 238. 
Their settlements in Acpii- ! 
tain. 238. Ostrogoths sub- 
dued by Attila, 252. In- 
vade Italy, 281. Their 
cotKlition and manners in 
that country, 282. Revolt 
of the Goths in Italy after 
the recall of Belisarius, 
325. Tlieir kingdom in 
Italy overthrown byNarses, 
331 . 

Grattan, count, father of Va- 
lentinian, 188. 

Gratian, emperor, son of Va- 
lentinian 1 . and Severa, his 
reign, 198, 206-210. His 
death, 210. 

Greek church, schism of, 571. 
Reunion with the Latin 
church, 612, 614. 

Greek language, established 
as the legal tongue hi the 


HEGIRA. 

Byzantine empire, 501. 
State of at Constantinople 
in the 14th century, 615. 
IjCO l^latus, first professor 
of, at Florence, 616. Ma- 
nuel Cbrysoloras, second 
professor, 617. 

Gregorian Code, 344. 

Gregory Notizianzcn, 212, 21 3. 

Gregory the Great, pope, his 
history, 383, 384. 

Gregory 11 ., pope, 431,432. 

Gregory HI., pope, 433- 

Gregory VII., pope, 444, 530. 

Gregory IX., iwpe, 567. 

Gregory X., pope, 589. 

Gregory XI., pope, O43. 

Gregory XII., pope, 644. 

Gruthungi, 208. 

Guardians and wards, Roman 
law of, 358. 

Guelfs and Ghlbclins, 446.* 

Guiscard, Robert, duke of 
Apulia, 525, Invades 
the Eastern empire, 528,529. 
Delivers pope Gregory VII. 
from the arms of the em- 
peror Henry III., 530. Se- 
cond expedition to Greece, 
530. Death, 531. 

Gundobald, 271. 

Guy of Lusignan, king of Je- I 
rusalem. 562. King of Cy- ; 
prus, 572. 

H. 

Hadrian resigns the eastern 
conquests of Trf^an, 3. 
Adoption of, 16. Mauso- 
leum of, converted into a 
fortress by Belisarius, 318. 
Establishes the Perxietual 
Edict, 343. 

Hadrianople, battle of, be- 
tween Constantine and Li- 
cinius, 107. Between Va- 
lens and tbe Goths, 205. 

Hakcm, Fatimite caliph of 
Egypt, 542. Sacrilege at 
Jerusalem, 543. 

Hamadaiiites,Saracen dynasty 
of, 491. 

Hannibalianus, brother of 
Constantine, 144. 

Hannibalianus, nephew of 
Constantine, 145. Made 
Caestir with the title of 
Ifohilissinius^ 147. Mas- 
sacred by Coustanlius II., 
149. 

Hanseatic League, 447. 

Hurun al llasliid, bis presents 
to Charlemagne, 441. His 
reign, 487, 488. 

Hashemites, family of Ma- 
homet, 451. 

Hassan, son of Ali, 469. 

Hegira, era of Uie, 459. 


HUGH. 

Helena, mother of Constan- 
tine the Great, icx>. 

Helena, consort of Constan- 
tine Rorphyrogenitus, 416. 
Hellespont, described, 128. 
Helmichis, 376, 377. 

Hengist and Horso, mythical 
persons, 276. 

Henry the Fowler, 442. His 
victory over the Hunga- 
rians. 513. 

Henry III., emperor, his three 
sieges of Rome, 529, 530. 
Flies before Robert Guis- 
card, 530. 

Henry VI., emperor, conquers 
Sicily, 534. 

Hemy', brother of Baldwin I., 
emperor of Constantinople, 
583. 

Ilcracleonas, son of Martina, 
402, 403. 

Heracliun, count, 231, 234. 
Heraclius, emperor, 388, 389. 
His character 391. His Per- 
sian expeditions, 392 -396. 
Dcatli, 402. Entertains an 
ambassador of Malioinet, 
463. Declining eiiergy of, 
and flight from Syria, 473. 
Derculians, guards of Diocle- 
tian, 92. 

Hermanric, king of the Ostro- 
goths, assists the Goths, 
196. His dominions in- 
vaded by the Huns, 203. 
Hermodorus, tbe Ephesian, 

341. 

Hermogenlon code, 344. 
Henili, 59. 

Ililderic, king of the Vandals, 
Jio, III. 

Hindostan, expeditions of 
Malimud the Ghaznevidc 
, into, 536. Conquered by 
Timour, 607. 

Hippo Regius besieged by 
Genscric, 249. 

Holugou Kban, grandson of 
Zingis, 598. 

Horaoousion, term explained, 
161. 

llouoria, sister of Valcnti- 
iiian III., 258. 

Honorius, succeeds to the 
empire of the west, 223. 
Marries Maria, daughter of 
Stilicho, 226. His reign, 
226-234. Death, 238. 
Hormisdas, prince of Persia, 
149. 

Hormouz, son of Nushirvan, 
king of Persia. 384, 385. 
Hosein, son of Ali, 469. 
Hustilionus, son of Decius, 
emperor, 54, 55. 

Hugh, count of Vermandois, 
a leader in the first crusade, 

547.548. • 
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HUNGARIANS. 

Hungarians, Finnish origin 
and language, 512. Their 
history, 512, 51 j. 

Hungary conquered by the 
Mongols, 600. 

Huniades, John, 6zi. 

Hunnoric, son of Genserlc,269. 

Huns, belonged to the Turkish 
rjrco, 201. AVars with the 
Chinese, 202. AVhite Huns 
attack the dominions of 
Hermanric, 20?. Revival 
of their power under Attila, 
251, seq. Dissolution of 
their empire after tlie death 
of Attilu, 26?. 

Hypatius, nephew of the em- 
peror Anastasius, 299, 300. 


I. 

Iberia, kings of, 91. 

Iconium, or Cogni, capital of 
Uie sultans of Houm, 558. 
Taken by Frederick Bur- 
barossa, 564. 

Iconoclasts, account of the, 
429, seq, 

Igor, son of Ruric, 517. 

Igours, 26). 

Ifehidltes, Saracen dynasty 
of, 491. 

Illustrious, rank of, 132, 13 j. 

lUyricum, 63. 

Images, worship of, 429, scq. 
Restored by Irene, 4jo. 
Finally established byriu'o- 
dora and the second council 
of Nice, 4 j6. 

Imams, twelve Persian, 469. 

Imperalor, gj. 

Incest, Roman law of, 357. 

Indictions, name and use, 142, 
•note. 

Inheritance, Roman law’ of, 
360. 

Injuries, Roman law concern- 
ing, ?64. 

Innocent If., pope, 530, 631. 

Innocent 111., pope, iierseeutes 
the Albigeois, 509. Ph)- 
motes the fourth and fifth 
crusades, 5O6. 

Institutes of Justinian, pub- 
lication of, 34T. Analysis 
of, 352. 

Interest of money, Roman 
law of, 364. 

Inti line, province of, 90. 

Irene, an Athenian orphan, 
marries Leo IV., emperor 
of Constantinople, 407. Her 
reign, 407, 409. llestorcs 
the worship of images, 436. 

Imac, youngest son of Atillu, 
263. 

Iron crown of the Lombards, 
379- • 


JERUSALEM. 

Isaac I., Gomnenus, emperor, 
reign of, 421. 

Isaac II., Angelus, emperor, 
ascends the throne, 427. 
Character and reign,57 2,573. 
Deposed, blinded, and im- 
prisoned by his brother 
Alexius, 573. Restored by 
the Crusaders, 577. De- 
posed and murdered by 
Muurzoulle, 579. 

I&iuc, son of John Comnenus, 

42?. 

Isaurians, rebellion of the, 
against the emperor Gal- 
lienus, 63. Chastised by 
Probus, 76. 

Isidore, archbishop of Russia, 
made a cardinal, 614. Le- 
gate from the pope to Con- 
sUintinc Pala^ologus, 624. 

Islam, meaning of that term, 
453. Four practical duties 
of, 456. 

Italy, its distinction from the 
provinces, 9. Invaded bv 
the Goths under Alaric, 226. 
Miserable state of under 
Odoacer, 274. Reduced by 
Thcodoric the Ostrogoth, 
2di. Flourishing state of 
under him, 282. Invaded 
by Belisarius, 3 16. Desola- 
tion caused by the Gothic 
w’ar, 3 3 2. Conquests of tlu* 
Lombards in, 375. How 
divided between them and 
the exarchate of Ravenna, 
381. Revolts from the em- 
peror Leo the Isauriun,432. 
Extent of the empire of 
Charlemappo in, 439. Rise 
of tlie cities of, 445. Ra- 
vaged by the Hungarians, 
513. Conflict of the Sara- 
cens, Latins, and Greeks in, 
521. 


J. 


Jacobites of Egypt, forip an 
alliance with tlie Arabs, 473. 

Jane, sister of the count of 
Savoy, marries Aiidronicua 
the Younger, 592, 593. 

Janizaries, meaning of the 
name, 60 j. 

Janus, temple of, when last 
opened, 49. 

Jaruslaus, sovereign of Russia, 

517- 

Jerusalem, Julian’s design to 
rebuild the temple, 170. 
Taken by the Persians under 
Chosrocs 11., 389. Taken 
by the Saracens under Abu 
Obeidah, 472. Mosque 
' founded by Omar, 473- 


JULIAN. 

State of under the Abbasside 
caliphs, 541. Pilgrimages to, 
541. State under the Fati- 
mi te call phs, 542. Sacri lege 
of the caliph Hakera, 
conquered by the I'urks, 
54 3. Regained by the Fati- 
mite caliphs, 553. Siege 
and conquest of by the Cru- 
saders, 555. A ssize of, 5 56. 
Taken by SaladiiT, 562. 
Taken and pillaged by (he 
CariziTiiuns, 568. 

Jews, ^iVrablan, subdued by 
Mahomet, 462. 

John I. Zimisces, emperor. 
See Zimisees. 

John II, Comnenus, or Calo- 
Joannes, n ign of, 424, 425. 

John III. Vataces. See Va- 
taees. 

John IV. Lascaris, emperor 
of Nice, reigns with liis 
guardian Michael Palteolo- 
gus, 585. Deprived of his 
sight, 588. 

Jolni V. Cantacuzenus. See 
Cantaciizenus. 

John VI. Palacologiis. 
Palft'ologus, John J. 

Jolm Vi I. PalapoltJgus. See, 
Palncologus, John 11. 

John of Briennc, emperor of 
Comtantinople, 584, 585. 

John of Cappadocia, minister 
of Justinian, 299, 302. 

Jolin Philopomis; 475. 

Jolm XX'llI., pope, 644. 

John of Procida, 589, 590. 

John of Ravetma, (>17. 

John, St., of Jerusalem, hos- 

F ital of founded by the 
tnliaus, 542. Knights of, 
556. 

Jovian, emperor, his previous 
rank, 182, 183. His reign, 
182-187. 

Jovians, guards of Diocletian, 
92. 

Jubilees, popish, a copy of the 
secular games, 634. 

Julia Donnm, 29, 35. 

Julia Ma‘sa, 35* 37. 

Julian. emy)eror, nephew f)f 
Constantine the Great, T45. 
Escapes being assassinated 
by Constantins, 149. Ban- 
ished to Athens, 155. !)('- 

dared Ctrsar, 156. ..Subdtu’s 
the Franks, 1 58. Proclaim- 
ed emperor, 159. Marches 
against Constantins, 160. 
Enters Constantinople in 
triumph, civil govcrnun'nt 
and private life, i6f). 
His apostasy, 167. Zealous 
in restoring Paganism, i68^ 
^ Design to rebuild the tein])le 
I of .Terusttlem, 170. C(4t- 
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JULIAN. 

demns the Christians to 
restore the Pagan temples, 
i’72. blxpols Athanasius, 
1 7 j . Kesidence at A n tioch , 
174. His expedition against 
the Persians, 175-181. His 
death, 184. Kettections on 
his luneral, 185. 

Julian, iSalvius, composes the 
Perpetual Edict, 345. 

Julian, count, introduces the 
Arabs into Spain, 476. 

Julian, cardinal, manager fur 
the Latins at the council of 
Florence, 615. Pal>al legate 
at the court of Ladlslaus 
Icing of Poland and Hun- 
gary, 621, 622. Stimulates 
that monarch to violate his 
treaty with the Turks, 622. 

Julianus, Didius, purchases 
the empire, 24. His deatli, 
26. 

Jurisprudence, Roman, 341. 

Jus ludicurn, ij2. 

Justin I., his reign, 29J, 294. 

Justin IL, his accession, jti. 
Supersedes Nar&es in the 
exarchate, 374. Character 
of his reign, His war 
against the J*ei>ians, 384. 

Justiua, wife of Valentinian, 
198. An Arian, 21 j. Her 
di>putes with iJt. Ambrose, 
214. 

J,^slinian, emperor, birth and 
education of, 29a. Invested 
wi ih the diadem by his uncle 
Justin, id. Marriage with 
'I’iieodora, 29b. AVA-a sedi- 
tion, 299. His avarice and 
profusion, 301. His minis- 
ters, J02. Founds the new 
cathedral of St. Sophia, id. 
Fortilications, 304. Sup- 
presses the schools of 
Athens, 306. And Human 
consulship, 107. Purchases 
a truce Irom the Persians, 
310. African expedition, 
and conquest of Africa, 3 1 1 , 
seq. Conquest of Italy by 
R(>iisarius, 3 16, seq. Assists 
the Lazi against the Per- 
Bians,324. Negotiations with 
Chosroes, id. Revolt of 
Italy, second expedition 
against Italy by Relisurins, 
326, geq. Conquest of Italy 
by Narses, 330, stq. Heath 
and character, JJ7. Physical 
phenomena during his reign , 
3?8. His civil Jurispru- 
dence, 340, seq. Compila- 
tion of his Coilo, 349. Of 
the Digest or J*andects, id. 
Of the Institutes, id. Legal 
inconstancy, 351. Second 
edition of the Code, id. 


LEO. 

Novels, id. Translation of 
his Code and Pandects into 
Greek, 501. 

Justinian IL, reign of, 404- 
406. 

Justinian, son of Germanus, 
178 * • 

Justiniani, John, a Genoese 
noble, assists in the defence 
of Constantinople, 624. 626. 

K. 

Kehla of prayer, Mahometan’ 
456. 

Kerboga, prince of Mosul, 552, 
55L 

Kerman, Seijukian dynasty 
of, 539. 

Klian or Cagan, meaning of 
that term, 201. 

Kiew, 515. 

Kilidje, Arslan, sultan of 
Roum, 547, 550. 

Kindred, civil degrees of 
among the Romans, 361. 

Kipzak, 599. 

Koran, the, 454, 455. 

Koreisbitei^ 451, 458. 


L. 

Labarum, or standard of the | 
Cross, 122. 

l^ljco, Aiftistius, 347. 

Lactantius, preceptor of Cris- 
pns, 145. 

Ladislaus, king of Poland and 
Hungary, defeat and death 
at Varna, 621, 622. I 

Ladislaus, king of Naples, j 
plunders Rome, 643. 

Lajtus, 21. 

Lance, Holy, legend of the, 
552. 

Lascaris, Theodore, emperor 
of Nice, 581. 

l.uscuris, John, emperor of 
Nice, 585, 588. 

Lascaris, Janus, Greek gram- 
marian, 618. 

1.4ilin language, date of its 
gradual oblivion, 501. 

I.iuire de Noves, 636. 

Law, Roman or civil, account 
of, 340, seq. 

Lazi in Colchis, 324. 

l.egacles and inheritances, 

j6i. 

T.cgiun, Roman, 4. 

Leo 1., of Thrace, emperor, 
i-eign of, 270. 

Leo JIl., the Isaurian, em- 
|>eror, reign of, 406. Abo- 
lishes images, 429. Revolt 
of Italy from, 432. 

Ijco 1 V., emperor, 407. 

Leo V., the Armenian, em- 
peror, 410. 


LOTIIAIRE. 

liCo VI., the Philosopher, em- 
peror, 414. Encouraged 
learning, 502. 

Loo the Great, bit^op of 
Rome, aUibas^or to At* 
tila from Valentinian 111., 
261. 

Leo III., pope, crowns Charle- 
magne, 437. 

Leo IV., pope, victory over 
the Saracens, 489. 

Leo IX., pope, 524, 525. 

I^eo Pilatus, professor of the 
Greek language at Flo- 
rence. 616. 

Leontius, emperor, 404. 
Death, 405. 

Lcuderis, 317. 318. 

I.ewis the I’ious, emi)eror of 
the West, 441. 

I^wls II., son of Lewis the 
Pious, 441. 

I^ievvis of Bavaria, emperor, 
elected senator of Rome, 

633. 

Libanlus, the Sophist, 168. 

Licinius, invested with tho 
purple by Galerius, 103. 
Alliance with Constantine, 
104. War with Maximiii, 
106. Wars with Constan- 
tine, 106-108. His death, 
108, 

Licinins the Younger, 106, 
145. 146* 

Lifibhtz, battle of, 599. 

Lilyba’um, 514, 315. 

Limigautes, Sarmatian slaves, 

148. 157* 

Llutprand, king of the Ivom- 
bards, 432, 43 1. 

Liulprand, bishop of Cremona, 

^ 499* 

Lt gothete, 499. 

T/ollianus, 63. 

Ijombards or Longobards, 372. 
Migrations, 372. Subdue 
tbc Gepidai, 373. Conquer 
a great part of Ibily, 375. 
'I'heir arts and architecture, 
380, 381. Their numbers, 
language, and manners, 382. 

Lombardy, ancient, described, 
4. Foundation of the king- 
dom of by Alboin, 375. Its 
destruction by Charle- 
magne, 434. Greek province 
of, its limits and govern- 
ment, 521. 

Longinus tutorofZenobla, 70. 
Death, 72. 

Longinus appointed te super- 
sede Nurses as exarch of 
Ravenna, 374. 

Lorla, Roger de, Catalan ad- 
miral, 500. 

Lotliairo 1., emperor of the 
West, 441. 

Lothalre, duke of the Alts 
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LOtna. 

mannl, invades Italy with 
his brother Bucel in , j 3 2, j J . 
Louis VII. of France under- 
takes the second crusade, 
559. 560. 

Louis IX., or St, crusades of, 
568. His death, 569. 

Louis. See Lewis. 

Lucilla, 20. 

liucius succeeds Athanasius, 
192. 

Lupicinus, 204. 

Lychnidus, or Achrida, ca- 
pital of Bulgaria, 511. 


H. 


Macepracta, town of, 177. 

Macrlnnus, 6o. 

Macrinus, Opilius, emperor, 
reign of, 33-35. 

Madayn (or Ctesiphon), taken 
and sacked hy the Saracens, 
471 - 

Magiicnlius, emperor, puts 
Constans to death, 151. 
Campaign against Constan- 
tius II., 151. Defeat and 
death, 153. 

Magyars of Hungary, 200, 512. 

Malirnud, the Gliazncvide, 

5?6. 

Mahomet the Prophet, birth 
and education, 452. Mean- 
ing of his name (Molmni- 
med) , ib. Marries Cadi jah , 
ib. Assumes the title of 
Prophet, solitary contem- 
plation, ib. Summary of 
his creed, 453. Composes 
the Korun, 454. Miracles, 
455. Precepts, 456,457. Ri- 
tual, 457. Converts his fa- 
mily, ib. Preaches at Mec- 
ca, ib. Persomil danger, 
459. Arrives at Medina, 
ib. Received as prince, 460. 
Defensive wars against the 
Koreish,* 46 1 . Submission 
of Mecca, 462. Submis- 
sion of Arabia, 463. War 
with the Roman empire. 



Choice of his successor, 466. 

Mahomet I., son of Biijazct, 
reigrt of, 610. 

Mahomet II.. reign of, 622, 
seq. Takes Constantinopie, 
626, seq. Death, 629. 

^Mairifroy, king of Naples and 
Sicily, 589. 

Mi\Jorian, emperor, reign of, 
268. 


Malek Shah, Sultan, reign of 
538, 539. 

Malta conquered by Roge: 
king of Sicily, 532. 


MAXIMUS. 

Mamasa, mother of Alexan- 
der Severus, 35. 37, 42. Her 
Interview with Origen, 114. 

Mamalukes, 568, 599. 

Mancipium, 359. 

Maniaces, 523. 

Manichseans, 414. 

Manuel Comnenus, emperor, 
425. Repulses the Nor- 
mans, 533. Attempts to 
recover the Western em- 
pire, ib. Violates his en- 
gagements with the cru- 
saders, 560. 

Maogamaicba, 177. 

Marcellinus, Roman general, 
in Dalmatia, 269. 

Marcia, concubine of Commo- 
dus, 21. Patroness of the 
Christians, 114. 

Marcian, emperor, -244, 267. 
Death, 270. Column of, xxv. 

MarcliUiopolis, 252. 

Marcomanni, 20. 

Mar^s, battles of, 83. 283. 

Marinus, 51. 

Marius, one of the Thirty 
Tyrants, 63. 

Mnrozla, 4^. • 

Marriage, Roman, 354. 

Martialis, 33- 

Martin IV., pope, 589. Elect- 
ed senator of Rome, 633. 

Martin V., pope, elected by 
Council of Consfknce, 644. 

Martina, 402. 

Mascezel, 226. 

Massoud, st>n of Mahmud, 536. 

Masters-general of cavalry 
and Infantry, 138. 

Maurice, emperor, reign of, 
378, 385-387. 

Mauritania Csesariensls and 
Tingitana, 8, 57. 

Maxentius, son of Maximian, 
emperor, reign of, 101-104. 
Patronized the (Kristians, 
n8. 

Maximian, emperor, colleague 
of Diocletian, 85-91. Ab- 
dicates, 96. Reassumes tlje 
purple, 102. Visits Con- 
stantine in Gaul, ib. Se- 
cond abdication, 103. Be- 
sieged In Marseilles, ib. 
Death, ib. 

Maximian and Galcrius, per- 
secuted the Christians, 118. 

Maximian, general of Probus, 
77- 

Maximin, emperor, reign of, 
43-47* 

Maximin (Daza), Csesar, 99. 
Emperor, 103. Reign of, 
103-106. Persecutes the 
Christians. 1x5. 

Maximin, ambassador to At- 
tila, 254. 

Maximus elected emperor 


MOGULS!. 

with Baibinus, 46. Reign 
of, 46-48. 

Maximus, emperor in Britain 
and Gaul, 210, 21 x. Invades 
Italy, 2x4. Defeated by 
Theodosius, 215. Death, ib. 

Maximus, the Platonist, 167, 
169. 

Mecca, the kebla of prayer, 
456. Flight of Mahomet 
from, 459. Surrenders to 
Mahomet, 462. Pillaged by 
Abu Taher, 49 x. • 

Medicls, Cosmo and Lorenzo 
of, 6 x 8 . 

Medina, Mahomet received as 
prince at, 459. 

Melisenda, 562. 

Melo of Bari, 522, 

Melphi, 524. 

Memphis, 473. 

Merida, 477. 

Merovous, younger son of 
Clodion, 257. 

Merovingian kings of the 
Franks, 257, 433. 

Mesopotamia, 42. Ravaged 
by Cams, 80. Cctled to the 
Romans, 90. Julian's march 
through, 176. 

Michael 1., Rbangabc, empe- 
ror, 409. 

Michael II., the Phrygian, 
reign of, 410. 

Michael 11 1 ., reign 0^412,4x3. 
Assassinated by Basil, 413. 

Michael IV., tlie Paplilagu- 
niun, reign of, 419, 420. 

Michael V., Calaphates, reign 
of, 420. 

Michael VI., Stratloticus 
reigjn of, 42X. 

Michael VI I., Parapinacos, 
reign of, 422. Personated 
by an impostor, 528. 

Mich.ael VI i. and VIII., Pa- 
Ia3ologi. See l*aIa;ologf. 

Michael, despot of Epirus, 
582. 

Milan, made an imperial re- 
sidence by Maximian, 92. 
Edict of in favour of the 
Christians, 1 19. Council of, 
164. Token by Attlla, 260. 
Taken and destroyed by 
Vitiges, 319. Razed by 
Frederick I., 445. 

Mineius, river, 261. 

Minervino, 144. 

Misitheus, minister jof Gor- 
dian, 49. Death, th. 

* Mlsopogon/ Julian’s, 166. 

Moawiyah, caliph, 468. Un- 
dertakes the siege of Con- 
stantinople, 479. 

Modain, Al, 178. 

Modestirius, Jurist, 348. 

Ma‘Hia, 6. 

Moguls. See Mongols. 
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MOHAGEBIANS. 

Mohagerians, 460. 

Mohammed, sultan of Ca- 
rizme, 597. 

Mongols or Moguls, ethno- 
logy, 200. Their history 
ami conquests, 596-601. 

Montasser, ctiliph, 490. 

Montius, quffistor of the pa- 
lace, 159. 

Moors, conquered, converted, 
and adopted by the Arabs, 
4*7 5. 476. 

Moravians driven from Hun- 
gary, 512. 

Mofea, the, occupied by the 
Turks, 629. 

Morosini, patriarch of Con- 
stantinople, 580. 

Moslemah, 479, 480. 

Mosliin, or Musulman, mean- 
ing of, 45?. 

Mostu-seni, caliph, 599. 

Mostliadi, caliph, 561. 

Mutassem, caliph, 490. 

MotawaklvCl, caliph, 490. 

Mourzouhe deposes Isiuic An- 
gel us and his sun and usurps 
the empire, 579. His deatli, 
581. 

Moxocno, province of, 90. 

Mucaper, 74. 

Mucil, J46. 

Mursa, or Kssek, battle of, 1 52. 

Musa the Saracen, 475, 476. 

Muto, battle of, 46?. 


N. 

Nahar-Malcha, canal of the 
Tigris, 178. 

Naissus, battle of, 67. Birth- 
place of Constantine, 100. 

Naph-s, capture of by Bclisti- 
rius, ?i7. 

Naples, kingdom of, a fief of 
the Holy See, 525. Dukes 
of, 527. Conquered by 
Charles of Ar^ou, 589. 

Niu-bonne, 2J7. 

Narscs, king of Persia, 89, qr*. 

Narses, the eunuch, conquers 
Italy, Invites the 

Lombards into Italy, 174. 
Death at Home, 375. 

Narses, general of Maurice, 
J85. 

Naulobatus, 59. 

Nazianzus, 212. 

Nectarius, successor of Qrc- 
goiy, 241. 

Nepos, Julius, emperor, 271. 

Nepotian, nephew of Con- 
stantine, 152. 

Noro, emperor, persecutes the 
Christians, iir. 

Nerva adopts Tnv)an, 16. His 
gentle administration, ti?. 

’Sice, burnt by the Gotlis, 59. 
Council of, 161. Second 


OMAR. 

council of, 4}6. The capi- 
tal of the Scljukian dy- 
nasty of Roirni, 541. Taken 
by the crusaders, 550. Em- 
pire of, established by Tiie- 
odore Lascaris, 581. 

Nicepliorus 1., emperor, reign 
of, 409. Slain in un exi>e- 
dition against the Bulga- 
rians, 51 1. 

Nicepliorus II., Phocas, em- 
peror, reign of, 417. East- 
ern conquests, 49?. 

Nicepliorus HI., Botaniates, 
emperor, reign of, 422. 

Nicephorus Bryennius, 422. 

Nicholas III., pope, 590. 

Nicholas V., pofx*, zeal in en- 
couraging learning, 617. 

Nicomedia taken by the 
Goths, 59. Residence of 
Maximian and Diocletian, 
92. Taken by the Turks 
under Orchan, 602. 

Nicopolis besieged by the 
Goths, 5J. Battle of, 604. 

Niger, Pescennius, 25, 26. 

Nika sedition at Constan- 
tinople, 299. 

Nile, navigation improved 
by Probus, 79. 

Nisibis, taken by Sapor L, 60. 
Besieged by iSaiMjr II., 150. 
Surrendered to the I’ersians 
by Jovian, i8j. 

Nobataj or Nubhuis, 89. 

Noricum, 6. 

Nonnans, invade Italy, 522. 
Comiuer Apulia, 52J-526. 
Conquer Sicily, 528. Invade 
the Greek empire, 528, svq. 
Re:gn in Sicily, 511, scq. 
Extinction of the, 5J4. 

Notitia, when published, i?2. 

Noureddin, sulbiu of Aleppo, 
558. Deposes the Fatimile 
caliphs, 561. 

Novgonxi, 515. 

Nubia, 89, 

Numeriaii, 80-82. 

Numidia, 8. 


0 . 

Octal, klian of the Mongols, 
597* 

0<*tavianuSk name of Augus- 
tus, 1 5. 

Odenathus of Palmyra, 61, 
69. 71. 

Odoacer, king of Italy, 272, 
274. Defeated and killed by 
'I'heodoric, 281. 

Obud, battle of, 461. 

Olga, princess of Russia, 518. 

Olybrius, emperor, reign of, 
27 r. 

Olynipius, 2?o, 2?f. 

Omar, caliph, 466. Founds I 


VALMOLOGUS. 
Bassora, 471. Founds i. 
mosque at Jerusalem, 47?. 

Ommiyah, house of, their full, 
48;. Their dynasty esta- 
blished in Spain, 484. 

Optatus, 149. 

Orchan, sultan, 602. 

Orestes, the patrician, em- 
bassies of, 254, 255. De- 
poses Nepos, 271. Makes 
his son Aiigiistulus em- 
ptTor of the West, 272. 

Origen, 114. 

Orleans l>esieged by Attila, 

258, 259. 

Orthogrul. 601. 

Ortok, 54?. 

Osrhocnc, kingdom of, 41. 

Ostia, port of, 2j j. 

Ostrogoths and Visigoths. 
See Goths. 

Othman revises the Koran, 
455. Caliph, 467. 

Othman, sultan, reign of, 602. 

Otho 1. of Germany, 442. V'ic- 
tory over the Hungarians, 
51I. 

Otho HI., 444. • 

Otho of Freysingen, 560. 

Ottoman empire, rise and 
progress of, 601, seq. 


P. 

Paganism, restored by Julian , 
17?. Final and absf>lute 
edict of Tl^odosius against, 
221. 

Pagans, 116. 

Palseologus, Michael T., guar- 
dian and colleague of John 
emperor of Nice, 585. Re- 
covers Constantinople, 586. 
Reign of, 587, seq. 

Palasulogus, Michael II., 591. 

Palaaologus, Juljn I., takes \qi 
arms against his guardian 
Ctuitacuzene, 59J. His reign, 
ib. Visits iiuDe Urban V. 
at Rome, onf Acknow- 
ledges tho pope's supre- 
macy, ib. 

Palfeologus, John II., hia 
reign, 610. Attends tho 
synods of Ferrara and Flo- 
rence, 61?, 614. Effects a 
reunion with the Latin 
church, 614. 

Pala?ologus, Manuel, second 
son of John, emperor, 6c 5. 
Reign of, 6 to. Portrait of, 
61 1. Visits France and Eng- 
land, 61?. 

Palasologua, Constantine. .‘Vc 

I (Constantine XI II. 

Palasologua, Andrew, son of 
'rhomas, 629. 

Pala^ulogns, Andronicus, son 
of Jobii, 604, 605 
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PALiEOLOGUS. 
Palseologus, Demetrius, des* 
pot of the Morea, 629. 
Palscologus, Thomas, despot 
of the Morea, 629. 

Palermo, 521. 

Palmyra, siege of, by Aure- 
lian, 71-7?. 

Pandects, or Digest, of Justi- 
nian, J49. Merits and de- 
fects of, J50. Only one 
MS. of, ?5i. 

Panbypersebastos, title, 498. 
Fatmonia, 6. Reduced by 
Charlemagne, 440. 

Pantheon at Rome, 648. 
Papinian, 28, }2. 

Parricide, ^54. 

I’arthiii, subdued by Trajan, 
3. By Artaxerxes, 39. 
Paternal authority, 353. 
Patras, 413. 

Patricians, Roman, title re- 
vived by Constantine, 133. 
Paulicians, Christian sect, 
their history, 506. seq. In- 
troduction into Italy and 
France, 508, 509. 

PatRus, the jurist, 246, 248. 
Pavia, capital of the Lom- 
bards, 375. Taken by 
Charlemagne, ^34. Burnt 
by tlio Hungarians, 513. 
Pegasians. legal sect of the, 

Pekin, besieged by Zlngis 
Khan, 597. 

I‘epin, son of diaries Martel, 
434. 415- * 

Pepin, John, count of Mlnor- 
bino, 640, 641. 

Perennis, minister of Corn- 
modus, 20, 21. 

Perinthus, 26. 

Perisabor, or Anbar, 177. 
Perozcs, king of Persia, 305. 
Persia, monarchy of, restored, 
39. Nurses overthrown by 
Galerius, 90, War between 
Sapor an^Constantinc, 149. 
Invaded^y Julian, 173, 
seq. Terms of the treaty 
between Sapor and Jovian, 
183. State of, under Ca- 
bades or Kobad, contempo- 
rary of Justinian, 306. Ac- 
cession of Cbosroes, or Nu- 
shirvan, 322. Contest with 
Rome reviewed, 384. An- 
archy of, after the death 
of Chosroes II., 396. C’oii- 
quered by the Saracens, 47 1 . 
Conquered by tbe Turks, 
538. Soljukian dynasty of, 
^9. Conquered by Timour, 

Pertinax, emperor, reign of, 
21, 23. 

Pesceimius Niger, 24, 26. 

Peter, king of Arragun, 590. 


POPES. 

Peter of Courtenay, emperor 
of Constantinople, 584. 

Pe^er the Hermit, 545, 546. 

Peter's, St., church, erected 
near the circus of Nero, 
124. 

Petrarch, one of the first re- 
vivers of learning in Italy, 
615. Poetical and literary 
character, 636. Coronation 
at Rome, 636. Patriotism, 
637. Applauds the tribune 
Rienzi, 639. 

Petronius Maximus, 263. 
ICmi)eror, 266. 

Phasis, river, 1 35. 

Philip, emperor, reign of, 49- 
52. Protected tlie Chris- 
tians, 1 15. 

Philip Augustus of Franco, 

564. 

PhilippopoHs, 54. 

Phociis, emperor, reign of, 
387, 388. 

Phoenicia, 7. 

Photius, patriarch of Con- 
stantinople, account of, and 
of his “Library,” 502. At- 
tempts the conversion of 
the Russians, 518. 

TMpa, 58. 

Piraeus, 59. 

Pisa, council of, 644. 

Piso, Calpurnius, 03. 

Pityus, 58. 

Placentia, council of, 545. 

Placidla, sister of Honorius, 

,237. 245. 247,258. 

Plague, 64, 339. 

Plato, 289, 

Platonists, new, rise of, 116, 
Their magic or theurgy, 
167. Seven Platonists take 
refuge in Persia on the 
suppression of the schools 
of Athens, 307. 

Plautianus, 28. 

Pliny the younger, his letter 
respecting the Christians, 

113. 

Plotinus, the pliih^pher, his 
intimacy with Qallienus, 62. 

Poggius, his descriptions of 
the ruins of Rome, 645. 

Poitiers, battle of, 275. 

Poland, ravaged by the Mon- 
gols, 599. 

Pidlentia, battle of, 227. 

Poll-tax, 142. 

Polytheism, rrr», 116. 

Pompey, nephew of Anasta- 

. sius, 300. 

Poniptine marslies, 287. 

P«»iitua, kingdom of, 7. 

Popes of Rome, origin of their 
temporal power, 429, 432. 
mutual obligations with the 
Carlbvingian family, 434. 
Donations of Pepin and 


PliOPONTIS. 

Charlemagne to, 435. Trans- 
fer the empire to Charle- 
magne, 436. Their dex- 
terous use of the quarrels 
of the Carlovingians, 441. 
Method of their election 
and authority of the em- 
perors, 443. 'fheir abase- 
ment and indigence in the 
ninth and tenth centuries, 
^3. Absence of from 
Itome, 634. Final return 
of pope Gregory XI., 643. 
Great schism of the West, 
ib. Election of Martin V. 
by the council of Constance, 
and restoration of tlie popes 
to the Vatican, 644. Ac- 
quire the absolute dominion 
of Rome, ib, 

Porphyrians, the Arians so 
called, 161. 

Porpbyrogenite, meaning ol 
the term, 415. 

Posthumus, 56. 

Prajfects of Rome and Con- 
stantinople, 133, 336. Au- 
gustal of Egypt, 1 36. 

Prasposltus, or chamberlain, 
140. 

Prastors, Roman, legislative 
power of the, 343. 

Praetorian bands, or city co- 
horts, 4. Their origin and 
power, 23. Soil the em- 
pire, 24. Remodelled and 
increased by Severus, 28. 
Murder Ulpian, 38. Weak- 
ened and reduced by Dio- 
cletian, 92. Suppressed by 
Constantine, 105. 

IVaBtorlan prefects, office of, 
28. Their civil and mili- 
tary power, 28. Deprived 
of the latter by Constan- 
tine, 135. Increased to four, 
ib, 

Prester John, 596. 

Priscus, general of the em- 
peror Maurice, 386. 

Probus, general of A\urelian, 
71. Emperor, 76-79. 

ProcIuB, the Platonist, 306. 

Proconnesus, isle, 128. 

Proconsul, 137. 

Procopia, consort of Michael 
I., 409* 

Procopius, kinsman and ^ne- 
ral of Julian, 176. Fails to 
Join Julian at Ctesiphou, 
179. His rebclliw, 189, 
190. 

Procopius, the historian, clia- 
racter and writings, 294. 

Proculians, legal sect of, 347. 

I’roculus, revolt, 78. 

Property, right or, 358.. 

Propontis, or Sea of Marmora, 
128, 129. 
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PROTOSEBASTOS. 

l^otosebastos, title, 498. 

Protospathaire. Byzantine 
officer, 502. 

Proto vestiare, Byzantine 
officer, 499. 

Provinces, Homan, 4, seq. 
How divided between the 
emj^ror and senate, 12. 
iJi vision of, made by Con- 
stantine, IJ7. Of the By- 
zantine empire, called 
themes, 496. 

Prusa, conquest of, by Or- 
chan, 602. 

Ptolemais. See Acre. 

Pulch<;ria, sister of Theodosi- 
us the Younger, 244, 245. 
Proclaimed empress of the 
East, 255. Marries Mar- 
cian, ih. Death, 270. 

Punishments, Komati, 36$, 
366. 


Q. 

Qiiadi, invade the Illyrian 
rovinces, 156. Reduced 
y Constaniins 11., ib. 
They ravage Pannouia, 197. 


B. 

Radagaisus, or Rhodogost, in- 
vades lUlv, 228,229. 

Rahdi, the Ahbasside, 492. 

Rainulf, count, 523. 

Ramadan, fast of, 496. 

Hiivenna, siege of by Maxi- 
mian, 102. Tiie residence 
of Honorius, 228. Siege of 
by Theodoric the Ostro- 
goth, 281. Exarchate of, 
its limits, 318. Conquered 
by Pepin and presented to 
the popes, 416. 

Raymt)nd, count of Toulouse, ! 
engages in the first crusade, 
547, 548, 552. Declines to 
ciunpete for the crown of 
Jerusalem, 555. 

Reohiarius, king of the Suevi, 
267. 

Res mancipi explained, 359. 

Rha3tia described, 6. 

Rhazates, general of Chosroes 
II.. ?95. 

Rhine, banks of fortified by 
Valentinian I., 191. 

Rb'jdes, isle of, taken by 
Chosroes II., 390. Knights 
of, defend Smyrna, 608. 

Rialto, island of, 574. 

Richard I. of England assists 
at tlie slego of Acre, 563. 
Conquests In Syria, 565. 

Ricimer, count, history of, 
168-271. 

QIUBON. 


ROME. 

Rienzi, the Roman tribune, 
history of, 637-642. 

Robert of Courtenay, empe- 
ror of Constantinople, 584. 

Ibibert, count of Flanders, a 
leader in the fimt cnibode, 
547- 

Robert, king of Naples, 648. 

Robert, duke of Normandy, a 
leader in the first crusade, 

547. 

Rotleric, the Goth, 476, 477. 

Roger, count of Sicily, 527, 
528. 

Roger II., great count and 
king of Sicily, 531, 512. 
Seizes the d'lkcdoin of Apu- 
lia, 5D. 

Roman empire, its boundaries 
under Augustus, 2. View 
of the provinc<‘3, 4, seq. 
hlastem limit s as settled by 
the treaty between Diocle- 
tian and Narscs, 90. Trou- 
bles after the aMication of 
Diocletian, 98. Six empe- 
rors, 103. Division of pro- 
vinces between Maximin 
and Eiciniiis, 104. Empire 
divided between Constan- 
tine and Licinius, 106. 
Distributed into 116 pro- 
vinces, £ 37. Establishment 
of Cliristianity as the na- 
tional religion, 108. 'I'reaty 
of Dura, a memorable aira 
in the decline ef the, 183. 
Divided by Valentinian I. 
into the empires of the 
^'ast and West, 188. Fall 
of may be dated from the 
reign of Valens, 200. Da- 
cia and Macedonia added to 
tlie Eastern empire by Gra- 
tian, 206. 

Roman us I., Tjecapenus, em- 
peror, reign of, 415, 416. 

Romanus II., emperor, 416. 

Romanus III., Argyros, em- 
peror, 419, 420. 

Romanus lY., Diogenes, em- 
peror, 422. His campaigns 
against the Turks, 538. 

Romanus, count, 195. 

Rome, w^alls of, built by Au- 
relian, 69. Repaired by 
Honorius, 227 and v<IU. 
Three sieges of, by Alaric, 
232-234. Taken by Alaric, 
2?4» 115- Sacked by Gen- 
seric, 267. Sacked by Ri- 
cimer, 271. Prosperity of, 

I under Theodoric the Great, 

t 285. Besieged by Vitiges, 

318. Walls restored by 

1 Belisarius, ih. Taken and 

1 sacked by Totila, 327. Re- 

covered by Belisarius, 328. 
Rooccupied by Totila, 329, 


8AMANIDKS. 

Retaken by Narsos, 313. 
Misery and depopulation of, 
383. Preserved from de- 
struction through the relics 
of the apostles, ib. Sove- 
reignty of tlie Greek empe- 
rors extinguished and a re- 
public establidied, 432. 
Saved from the Lombards 
by Pepin, 434, Final separ 
ration frum the Eastern 
empire, 436. Menaced and 
Its suburbs plundered by 
the Arabs, 488. Part or, 
burnt by the Saracens under 
Robert Guisc'ard, 530. State 
and revolutions of. from 
the eleventh century, 631, 
seq. Gradual decay of, 646. 
Four causes of destruction, 
ib. Restoration of the city 
by the popes, 650, 651. 

Rosamond, daughter of Cuni- 
mund, and wife of Alboin, 
57 ?, 576,377* 

Rotharis, laws of, 383 and 
note. 

Roura, Seljukian dynasty of, 
539. Kingdom of, 541. 
Sultans of remove their 
throne to Cogni or Icoul 
tun, 558. 

Roumella, 7. 

Rufinus, prajfect of the East, 
223, 224. 

Ruric, Scandinavian chief, 

514. 

Russia conquered by the Mon- 
gols, 599. By Timour,6o6, 

Russians, tbeir origin, 514, 
Geography and trade of, 

515. Naval expi^ditions 
against Constantinople, $r6. 
Conversion to Christianity 
518. 

S. 

Sabinians, Icgjil sect of the, 
547- 

Pablnus, Flavius, it2. 

Saffah, A1 (or Abul Abbas), 
assumes the caliphate, 483. 

Saladin. sultan, 501. Takes 
Jerusalem, 562. Besieges 
Tyro, 563. IWends Jeru- 
salem against the Cru- 
saders, 565. Treaty with 
Richard I., 566. Death, i6. 

Salerno, school of medicine at, 

Sallust, prasfect of the East, 
158. Refuses tlie empire on 
the death of Julian, 182. 
Refuses it a second time, 
188. Resumes the prsefec- 
ture of the East, 190. 

Salona, 97. 

Samanldcs, 491. 576. 

2 a 
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SAMARA. 

Samara, on the 'rigria, 182490. 

Saiuuyedes, boo. 

Sapor 1., son of Artaxerxes, 
king of Persia, 42. J^eieats 
and takes . Aurelian pri- 
soner, 60, 61. 

Sapor IL, son of Hormonz, 
king of l*ersia, crowned 
before bis birth, 149. Be- 
sieges Nisibis, 15a De- 
feats Constantins at Sin- 
gara, truce with the Ro- 
mans. ib. Invades Meso- 
potamia In the reign of 
Constantins II., I5^• His 
dominions invaded by Ju- 
lian, 176, Treaty with 
Jovian, 183. 

Saracens, Greek and Latin 
name for the Arabs. See 
Arabs. 

Sarb,ir, the Persian general, 

■ i94. 

Sardica, i$r. 

Sardinia, conquered by Zano, 
brother of Gelimer, jii. 
Recovered by the Romans, 

II2. 

Soriuatians, allied with the 
Goths, 107. Defeated by 
the Goths, 148. Received 
into the Roman provinces, 
ib. 

Sams, a Gothic warrior, 234. 

Sarus, river, 393. 

Sasima, 212. 

Sassanidaa, Persian dynasty 
of the, founded, 39. Pail 
of the, 471. 

Satalia, the ancient Attalia, 

560. 

Sttturninus, competitor of Gal- 
iienus, 63. 

Satiirninus, general of I^obus, 
78. 

Sauzps, son of Amuratb I., 
604, 605. 

Saxa Rubra, battle of, T09. 

Saxons, harass the coast of 
Gaul, 193. In England be- 
fore the date assigned to 
Hengist’s invasion, 276. 
Influence on the British 
language, ib. Vanquished 
by Charlemagne, 440. 

Scots and Piets, 194, 195. 

Scrinia, 140. 

Scyrri, 254. 

Scythia. See Tartary. 

Scytliians. iS'ee Tartars. 

Sebastocrator, title of, 

Seleuciu, 40. 

Seleucus, mount, battle of,t$?. 

Seljuk, founder of the Se^uk- 
ian dynasty, 536. Division 
of their empire SI9. Ex- 
tinguished by the knans of 
Persia, 599. 

Senate, persecuted and do- 


SMYRNA. 

based by Diocletian and 
Maximlan, 93. Cunstaiiti- 
nopolitan, 1 32. Ex tinctiun 
of in the reign of Justinian, 
332. .Revival of in the 
i2th century, 632. 

Septimania, 276. 

Septizonium of Severug at 
Rome, 3o> Materials of, 
used by Sixtus V. for St. 
Peter’s, 648. 

Serena, wife of Stilicho, 224. 

Servians, 3?4. 

Severa, wife of Valentiulan I., 
198. 

Severus, Septimius, reign of, 
25-30. His treatment of 
the Christians, 114. 

Severus, Alexander, reign of, 
36-42. 

Severus, Caasar, 99. Augustus, 
loi, 102. 

Severus, Libius, emperor, 269. 

Shiites, 467. 

Shirucuuh, emir of Noureddin, 
561. 

Siberia conquered by the 
Mongols, 600. 

Sicilian Vespera, 590. 

Sicily, reunited to the Roman 
empire by Belisarius, 316. 
Ravaged by Totila, 329. 
Conquered by the Arabs, 
488. Conquered by Roger 
the Norman, 528. Princ(‘s 
of, perpetual legtttes of tho 
Holy See, ib. Roger II., 
king of, 532. Reign of i l- 
11am tlie Bod, 534. Of Wil- 
liam the GojmI, ib. Con- 
quered by the emperor 
Henry VI., ib, SuMued 
by Charles of Anjou, 589. 
Separated from Naples and 
transferred to the house of 
Arragon, 590. 

Sidonius Apollinaris, 268. 

Sienpi, 202. 

Sigismund, emperor, 644. 

Sigisiuuud, king of Hungary, 
604. 

Simeon, king of Bulgaria, 51 1. 

Simplicius, philosopher, 307. 

Singara, battle of. 157. 

Singidanum, 386. 

Sirmium declares for Julian. 
160. Captured by Baiaii. 
chagan of the Avars, 386. 

Siroes, or Kabad, murders his 
father, Chosroes II., 396. 

Slaves, condition among the 
Romans, 352. Manumis- 
sion, 353. 

Slavonians, their origin and 
various tribes, 134. Bound- 
aries of in the reign of 
Charlemagne, '<^0. 

Sn^ma takexx by Timour, 


SULTAN. 

Sosemias, mother of Elagaba* 
lus, 35- 

Soffarides, dynasty of the, 491. 

Sugdoites, 301. 

Soliman, brother of the caliph 
Walid, besieges Constanti- 
nople, 479. 

Solirnan, son of Cutulmish, 

540, 541. 

Soliman, son of Orchan, 602. 

Solomon, knights of the tem- 
ple of, 556. 

Sonnltes, or orthodox Maho- 
metans, 467. 

Sophia, consort of Justin II., 
374* 377. 378- 

Sophia, St., cathedral of Con- 
stantinople, description of, 
302-304. I >rawiugs of, 494, 
495. Translomu'd into a 
mosque by Mahomet II., 
627. Lessor St. Sophia, or 
church of Sergius and Bac- 
chus, 503. 

Sophiun, lientenant of Moa- 
wiyuh, 479. 

Spaniards, 206. 

Spain, province described, 5. 
Invaded by the Franks, 50, 
Invaded by the Vandals 
and other barbarians, 237. 
Adolphus king of the 
Goths marches against the 
invaders, ib. Reduced aitd 
H'stored t(» llonorius by 
Wullia, 2?8. Civil war in, 
after the death of Theudes, 

3 14. Sbatt! o r, under Obarlc- 
magiie, 439. Invaded and 
conquered by the Arabs, 
476, 477. Prosperity under 
the Arabs, 477. Rcvtdts 
from tho Abbassides, 484. 

Spalatro, ancient Saluna, 97. 

Spectabiles, or liespectable, 
title of, i?2, 133. 

Spoleto, ducliy of, 286. 

Sprcijger, Dr., his Life of Ma- 
homet, 455. 

Stauracius, emperor, 409. 

Stephen, count of Bluis, a 
leader in the first crus^e, 
547- 

Stephen, count of Chartres, 

555. 

Stephen, son of Romanus L, 
415. 'Emperor, 416. 

SU‘phen 1 li., pope, 434. 

Stiliclio, general of the West, 
hif history, 223-231. r 

Suevl, their origin, 57. Join 
Kodagaisus in invading 
Italy, 228. Overrun Gaul, 
229. And Vandals occupy 
Gallicio, 267. 

Sullcctc, 3 1 1. 

SulpiciaiiuB, 24. 

Sulpicius Servius, jurist, 346k 

Sultan, title of, 536. 
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SWiTOSLAUS. 

Bwat08laiM» sovereign of Bus- 
8la, 517,518. 

byagrluri, sou of ^gidius, 

Syblua, sister of Baldwin IV. 
of Jerusalem, 562. 

Sylverius, p<jpe, >26. 

Symmachus, father-in-law of 
Boethius, 291. 

Syracuse taken by the Sara- 
cens, 488. 

Syria, province of, described. 
Invaded i)y Chosrocs 
ushirvan, } 2 h Conquer- 
ed by Cliosroes 11., 391. 
Invaded by the Saracens, 
472. Final conquest of by 
the Saracens, 47 j. Invaded 
by Nicephorua Phocas and 
Ziinisces, 493. Scljukian 
dynasty of, 539. Invaded 
by Timour, 609. 

T. 

Tabuc, 464. 

Tacitus tlie historian, his ac- 
count of the Christians at 
Home, 111. 

Tacitus, emperor, 75. 

Tadinor, Palmyra. 

Taherites, Saracen dynasty 
of, 491. 

Tancred, king of Sicily, 534. 

Tancred de llauteville, liia 
family, 525. 

Tancred, cousin of Bohemoiid, 
547. 55 *• 

Tanjou, 202. 

Tarik, lieutenant of Musa, 
conquera Spain, 476, 477. 

Tarragona, 57. 

Tarsus, in Cilicia, Julian’s 
iriterinent at, 184. Ke- 
stored to the Byzantine em- 
perors, 558. 

TarUirs, or 'Patars, ethnology, 
200. Why culled Tartars, 
ib. 

Tartury, 129. 

Tttsillo, duke of Bavaria, 440, 

Tasso, enchanted grove of, 

Ta^urts, or Gandzaca, 393. 

Ta-\ation of Constantine, 141, 

142. 

Teias, Gothic commander, 

J?2. 

Telemoclms, St., 227. 

Telha, Arabian chief, 468. 

Templars, knights, 569. 

Tophrice, 507. 

Terbelis, 405. 

Testaments, Boman laws re- 
specting, 361. 

Tetricus, 63. Reigns in Gaul, 
70. Adorns the triumph 
of Aurelian, 7 3- 

Themes, or military gtAcrn- 


THEODOSIIJS. 
ments of the Eastern em.. 
pi re, 496. 

Theodatus marries Amala- 
Sfintha and ascends the 
throne of Italy, 316. As- 
sassinated, 317- 

Theodebert, king of Aus- 
trasia, invades Italy, 319, 
320. 

Theodemer, father of Theo- 
doric, 279. 

Theodora, consort of Jus- 
tinian, her history, 295, 
296. Partiality for the blue, 
faction, 297. Firmness in 
the Nika sedition, 299. Con- 
spiracy «/aiii8t John of 
Cappailocia, 302. Letter to 
Belisarius, 325. 

Theodora, empress, 41 2. Zeal 
in restoring images, 436. 
Her sanguinary persecution 
of the Pauliclans, 507. 

Thetxiora, daughter of Cori- 
stanliue IX.. 420, 421. 

7'heo<iora, daughter of John 
(Jantac uzene, 602. 

Theodore Angolus, despot of 
Kpirtis, 534. 

Theodoric 1., son of Alaric, 
king of the Visigoths, 256, 
257. KilU'd at the battle 
of Obalons, 259. 

Theodoric 11., king of the 
Visigoths, 267. Assassi- 
nated by his brother Eunc, 
274. 

The<Kioric the Ostrogoth, his | 
birth and education, 279. 
Early history, 279-281. 
Conquers Italy, 281. Ih-o- 
claiined king of Italy, 281. 
His reign and character, 
282-292. 

I'hoodosian code, 144. 

Theodosius, father of the em- 
peror, 195. 

Theodosius the Great, made 
emperor of the hiast by 
Gratian, 206. I*rudeut con- 
duct of the Gothic war, 
207. Treaty with Maxi- 
mus, 211. His orthodoxy, 
21 1, 212. Espouses tJie 
cause of Valentinian 11., 
215. Conquers Maximus, 
215. His virtues and faults, 
215-216. Orders the sedi- 
tious Thessalonicaus to 
be massaxTcd, 217. Ex- 
communicated by St, Am- 
brose, and subjected to 
public penance in the ca- 
thedral of 'Milan, ib. Re- 
stores Valentinian II., ib. 
War in Italy against Arbo 
gastes, 219. Appoints his 
sons Arcadius emperor of 
the East, and Hoiioriua em- 


TIRIDATF8. 

peror of the West, 22a 
Heath, ib. 

Theodosius the Younger, sur- 
rounds Constantinople with 
walls, 130. Education and 
character, 245. Relin- 

quishes the Western em- 
pire to Valentinian III., 
247. Final dissolution of 
tlie unity of the Roman 
government, ib. Pays 
tribute to the Huns, 253. 
Embassies to and from At- 
tila, 253-255* Death, 255. 

Theodosius III., emperor of 
Constantinople, 406. 

Theodosius, son of the em- 
peror Maurice, 387. 

Theodosius, the deacon, mur- 
dered by his brother Con- 
stans 11., 403. 

Theophauo, wife of Leo V., 
410. 

Theopbano, wi fe of Romanos 
II., 416. And of Nicephoros 
Phocas, 417, 418. 

Theopbilus, emperor of Con- 
stantinople, 41 1, 412. 

Theopbilus, arebbishop of 
Alexandria, 242, 243. 

Tbessaloniea, massacre at, 
217. Kingdom of, 581. 
United to the empire of 
Nice, 585. 

Theudes, Gothic king of Spain 
J14. 

Thilutha, 177, 

Thomas the Cappadocian, 41 1. 

Thrace, 7. C< .Ionized by the 
Bastaniae, 78. 

Thrasimund, 314. 

Tiber, inundations of the, 
647. 

Tiberias, battle of, 562. 

Tiberius, adopted by Augus- 
tus. 16. 

Tiberius II., emperor, 377- 
378. His war with the 
Persians, 384. 

Tibur, or Tivoli, 74. 

Tigris, 149. 

Timour, or Tamerlane, early 
history of, 605. He ascends 
tlie throne r.f Zagatai, 606. 
His conquests, ib. His 
war against Bi'jazet, 607. 
Defeats Bajazet, 608. I'ri- 
uniph of at Samarcand, 609. 
llis death, ib. His charac- 
ter and merits, tb. 

Tiridates, son of Chosroes, 
king of Armenia, escapes 
from the I’ersians, 60, Ills 
Roman education, 89. Re- 
stored to the throne of 
Armenia by Diocletian, 89 
Driven from Armenia by 
Nar8es,89. Again restored, 
91. 
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TOBOLSKOI, 

Tobols^toi, Mongol dynasty 
at, 600. 

Togrul Beg, grandson of Sel- 
iuk, elected king of the 
Tuiitmaus, hU reign, 5J6, 
537 ‘ 

Torismond, son of Theodoric, 
king of the Visigoths, 
259. 

Totila, king of the Gotha in 
Italy, 32$. Reduces south- 
ern Italy, J26. His cam- 
paigns against Belisurius, 
327-} 28. Ravages Sicily, 
reduces Sardinia and Cor- 
sica, 3 ?o. Defeated by 
Narses, 3?i. 

Toulouse, the residence of the 
Gothic kings, 238. 

Tonran Shaw, sultan of 
Egypt, 568. 

Tours, battle of, 482. 

Toxaudria, in Brabant, 158. 

Trf^Jan, emperor, conquers 
jjtwia, 3. Expediti(»ns in 
the East, ib. Forum and 

E iillar, i$6. His adoption 
y Nerva, 16. His arch 
stripped by Constantine, 
105. His rescript regarding 
the Christians, 113, 
Transoxiana conquered by the 
Arabs, 472. 

Trebellianus, 6j. 

Trebizond taken by the 
Goths, 58. Escapes sub- 
action to the Turks, 541. 
Dukedom and empire of, 

427. 582. 

Tri bigild, the Ostrogoth, 240, 
241. 

Tribonian, minister of Jus- 
tinian, 299. His character 
and various erudition, 348. 
Employed by Justinian to 
compile the Code and Di- 
gest, 349- 
Troy, site of, 128. 

Tunguslans, 200, 

Turks, cthnolof^ of, 200. 
Their embassies to Jus- 
tinfon and his successors, 
J7I1 J72. Or 'IHirkmans, 
tlieir emigrations, 536. De*< 
feat Massoud the Ghazne- 
vide, and establish the Sel- 
jukiaii dynasty in Persia, 
<36. Division of the Sel- 
Jtikian empire, 539. Con- 
quer Asia M inor, 540. Take 
Jerusalem, 543. Ottoman, 
rise and progress of, 601, 
teq. Introduced into Europe 
by John Cantaenzene, 593, 
Take Constantinople, 627. 
Twelve Tables, aocoont of 
the laws of the, 341, 142. 
Tyrants, the Thirty Roman, 
63. 


VARANGIANS. 

Tyre, council of, 163. Be- 
sieged by Saladin, 563. 

IT. 

Ugri, or Hungarians, 512. 

Ugria or Jugoria, original seat 
of the Hungarians, 512. 

Ukraine, 52. 

Ulpian, jurist, 37, 38, 348. 

Urban 11., pope, encoiu'ages 
the tirst crusade, 545, 546. 

Urban IV., pope, 588. 

Urban V., pope, reception of 
the emperor .John I’alajolo- 
gus, 612. His temporary 
return to Romo from Avig- 
non, 643, 

Urban VI., pope, disputed 
election of, 643. 

Ursint, Roman family, 635. 

Usury, 364. 

Utiis, the, 252. 

Uzbeks, 610. 


V. 

Valens associated in the em- 
pire by his brother Valen- 
tinian I., 188. Ills history, 
188, seq. Negotiations and 
war with the Goths, 196, 
seq. Defeat and death at 
battle of Adriauoplfe, 205. 

Valenlia, new province in 
Britain, 195. 

Vulentinian 1. elected em- 
peror, 188. His history, 
188-197. 

Valentiiiian II., son of Valen- 
tiniau and Justina, 19B, 211. 
Expelled by Maximus, 214. 
Restored by Theodosius, 
217. Murdered by Arbo- 
gastes, 218. 

Valentinian III., emperor of 
the West, 247. Sends an 
embassy to Attila, 261. 
Murders Aiitius, 263. As- 
sassinated, 264. 

Valerian, emperor, reign of, 
55-60. 'I'akcn prisoner by 
Sapor, 60. How treated, 61. 
First favoured, then perse- 
cuted the Christians, 115. 

Vandals introduced into Bri- 
tain by Probus, 78. Join 
the Sarmatlaus, 147. Join 
the invasion of Italy under 
Radagaisus, 228. Invade 
Gaul, 229. Tlieir progress 
in Spain, 237. invade Africa 
under Genscric, 248. Sock 
Ibime, 267. Conquered by 
Belisarius, 310-312. 

Varanes, or Babram, king of 
Persia, 80. 

Varangiaus, meaning and ety- 
mology of the name, 514. 


XERES. 

Origin of their Byzantine 
service, 515. 

Varna, battle of, 622. 

Vataces, John Ducas, emperor 
of Nice, 584, 585. 

Vttucluse, Petrax-ch’s retreat 
at, 636. 

Venedi, 196. 

Venetians, their history, 574. 
Alliance with the French 
crusaders, s;75* Defeat of 
in a sea-fight with the 
Genoese, 594, 

Venice, 216, 574. 

Verina, 270, 280. 

Verona besieged by Omstan- 
tine the . Great, 104. Re. 
sidence of Theoduric at, 
286. 

Verus, iElius, 16. 

Verus the Younger, 16. 

Vespasian associates Titus in 
the empire, 16, 

Vetrunio, governor of Illyri- 
cum, 151, 152. 

Vicars, or vice-priefects, 137. 

Victoria, mother of Victo- 
rinus, 63, 70. 

Victorinus, 63. 

Vigilantia, mother of Jus- 
tinian, 296. 

Vigllius, 254. 

Villehardouin, Jeffrey dc, 574, 

Visigoths. See Goths. 

Vitiges, king of the Goths in 
Italy, his history, 31^-320, 

Voconian law, 362. 

Voguls, Finnish tribe of, 512. 

Volusianus, 55. 


W. 

Waladimir 1. of Russia, 515, 

Waluiiiir, prince of the Ostro- 
goths, 279. 

Wullachians, their Roman de- 
scent, 69. 

Wallia. king of the Goths, 237 
238. 

Walter the Penniless, 546. 

Wends, 334. 

Werdan, general of Ileracllus, 

wtlliam I. king of Sicily, sur- 
naiued the Bad, 534. 

William II. of Sicily, sur- 
named the Good, 534. 

William, count of Apulia, 
524. 

Wisumar, king of UirGoths, 
148. 

Witiza, Gothic king of Spain, 
476. 

Wolodomlr, bis conversion ta 
Christianity, 519. 

X. 

Xeres, battle of, 477. 
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YERMUK. 
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ZURICH. 


Y. 

f ermuk, battle of the, 472. 
Yezdegerd, last Sasaanian 
king of Persia, 471, 472. 
iKra of, 4^1. 

Yezid, caliph, 469. 

Yolande, 584. 

Yuen, Mongol dynasty of. 
60 1. 


z. 

2^bdicene, 90. 

Zabergan, the Bulgarian, 


Zachary, pope, 455, 

Zara, siege of, 575. 

Zeid, slave of Mahomet, 458, 
46J. 

Zenghi, governor of Aleppo, 
558. 

Zeno, emperor of the East, 
27?, 280. 

Zenobia, queen of Palmyra, 
married to Odenathus, 70. 
Defeated and taken prisoner 
by Aurelian, 70-72. Adorns 
the triumph of Aurelian, 
7J. Retires to Tibur, 74. 

Zimisces, John, emperor of 
the Jilast, 417, 418. Ilis 


eastern conquests. 491. 
Transplants a colony of 
Panlicians from Armenia 
to Thrace, fo8. Defeats 
Swatoslaus, 518. 

Zingls Khan, birth, history, 
and conquests of, 596, 597. 

Zobeir, Arabian chief, 468. 

Zoe, daughter of Constantine 
IX., 419, 420. 

Zoe, wife of Leo VI., 414, 
415. 

Zoroaster, 40. 

Zoiipaus, or fcudatoiy lords of 
Croatia, 51 1, 

Zurich, 6yi. 
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